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EDITORIAL

The Sixth Sense

E ARE ALL familiar
with the five senses:
touch, taste, see, hear

and smell. These are gifts from
God. There is actually another
sense. We were given this sixth
sense at creation to distinguish us
from the animal creation who also
have the five senses.

This sixth sense — is the
spiritual dimension which defines
us, because on account of it, we
were made in the image of God.
The problem is that although given
to us at our creation, yet through
our covenantal sin of disobedience
in Adam, that spiritual sense is
now dead. While we still retain our
spiritual dimension, and our
image of God, our spirituality is
totally corrupted, twisted and
inaccurate in all of its functions.
We think, understand and
perceive wrongly.

Paul calls this dead sixth
sense“ t he spirit Heof
contrastsitwith® t he Spi r
from [GG6a3:12]. In that
chapter he makes plain that the
“natur al person
the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are folly to him and he is not
ablet o under stlmhd

We will never be able to

d

understand the truth or reality or

God, until that spiritual ‘sense’ is
renewed and restored. As Paul

says in that chapter,“ no one
comprehends the thoughts of God
except(by)t he Spi rfvit] of

The renewed sixth sense
makes such a difference to life. It
alters completely our perception of
reality and truth. All the problems
of life are caused by the lack of this
renewed spirituality. Man is aware
that something is missing in his
life and is actually searching for
this sixth sense of true spiritual
reality.

The film actor Tom Cruise
in his search for something better,
has turned to Scientology. He has
recently stated that ‘Now is the
time’ to take this Scientology to
the masses. He says he is
dedicated to this mission! (To use
the title of his own film it is indeed
a Mission Impossible!) He believes
thdt ‘Sciemt@agyt cah’save drug
tdditct$) mhabilitase criminals, and
even bring about world peace’.

Cruise of course, realises

otleatin lhinas¢lf, ha does agh have
the answers to life’s problems,
because he has problems of his

t bvenniis fame and fortunes, have

not brought what he is searching

The APC News No 127

[24] January/February 2008

The APC News No 127 [1]

January/February 2008



for, but has only exacerbated what
he already knew—that something
vital and fundamental is missing
in the soul of mankind.

He has discovered that the
missing ‘part’ cannot be filled with
money, Success, pOwer, sex, or
fame. It needs to be spiritual—but
of course, the right Spirit. The only
solution is to be renewed in the
“i nner[Ephg:n6].

God in His grace gives His
people this sixth sense, as Paul
says “that we might understand
the things freely given us by
G o dT[i Cor 2:12]. God’s purpose
in renewing us is so that we might
’see’ spiritually and be able to
know God. When Jesus met the
disciples after His resurrection He
“opened their minds that they
might understand the Scrip-

t ur ¢Lske 24:45].

Even the Scriptures are a
‘closed’ book to those whose
understanding have not been
enlightened by the Holy Spirit. We
need Divine light on the Word.
That is why Paul prayed for the
Ephesians that they would have
the* spirit of wis
revelation” [Eph 1:17].

The sixth sense is like God
‘switching the lights on’! No
matter how adjusted our eyes have
become in the dark, having a light
switched on makes all the
difference in the world. We not
only see things much more clearly,
but we see things that we did not
see before. The sad fact is that
humanity have adjusted their eyes
to the darkness, and in fact now

hate the Light and will not come to
deeds wil | [Jolm
3:20].

The Apostle Paul also
describes the renewal of our
spiritual dimension, when he
wrote * God who said,
shine out of
in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face
4:6].

It is not simply Scripture we
need to know, we need to know
Jesus Christ. As the Apostle John
wrote* we know that t
God has come and has given us an
understanding so that we may
know Himwh o i s[1dohm e”
5:20]. The whole purpose of the
Holy Spirit’s work is that we will
know Jesus Christ.

Jesus has come to give us
eternal life. The term ‘eternal life’
does not simply define the length
and time span of life, but the
quality of life involved. It is eternal
in the sense that it is of the
highest quality of life. And Jesus
dosaysantdi s is eternal
may know You, the only true God
and Jesus Christ whom You have
s e n[dohn 17:3]. We need to
know Jesus Christ above all things.

God is the power-source
that we need to be connected to
receive the Light. Just as a bulb
needs to be ‘plugged-in’ to the
electrical source, so we need to be
connected to the power-source of
our God. It is possible to have a
light bulb, and a flex, and a power
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ADVERTISING
RATES

Charges for advertising
in this magazine are as follows

Full Page £30

www.stornowayonlinesermons.dfy.uk Half Page £16
Quarter Page £9

Eighth Page £5
THE
NEXT ISSUE Donalcc'logtlc\l/lcatéaskill
of APC News! B by
It is due out on the Tel 01382 451798

1st WEEK in
APRIL

dcmacaskill@blueyonder.co.uk
www.apcdundee.org.uk

MINISTRY TRAINING FUND

Congregations are once again reminded of our
Fund for Divinity Students

This is normally collected twice per year in April and in October
However, it does not matter exactly when offerings are made
as long as they are made

Please remember that this is an important Fund
as it indicates to the Lord our vision for the future
Please give generously in faith and hope

AHow shall they hedRom&adildlhout
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A Praver for a New Year

Lord, I confess before You:
I have had longings and nudges from You which I did not
translate into action.
Lord, I confess: I have made decisions without consulting You,
then have blamed You when things went wrong.
Lord, I confess: I have said that I trusted You, yet have not
turned my affairs over to You.
Lord, I confess: I have been greedy for present delights and
pleasures, unwilling to wait for those joys which time and discipline
alone can give.
Lord, I confess: I have often sought the easy way and have
consistently drawn back from the road that is hard.
Lord, I confess: I have been fond of giving myself to dreams of
which I am going to do sometime, yet have been so slow in getting
started to do them.
Lord, Forgive me for all the intentions that were born and
somehow never lived.
And now I claim Your promise to change me. Do for me what I
cannot do for myself. Lead me into a new tomorrow with a new
spirit. Cleanse my heart; create within me new attitudes and new
ideas, as only You can.
Amen.

Anonymous

APC POSTAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

We would like to thank all our postal subscribers for their support
throughout the past years. We would remind them that postal
subscriptions for the Year 2008 are now due.

We value your support and hope that you may continue receiving
‘The APC News’. The relevant form is on page 24.
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socket—and yet have no light—
because we are not plugged-in!
Everything is there for us to have
the light but we have none because
we have not connected-up. This
can also happen spiritually. We
can be sitting under the glorious
gospel and yet not have the Light
of life because we have not
connected with Jesus.

It is not that there is not
enough in Christ or in the gospel
that some people have no Light.
There is more than enough in
Christ for all the world. It is just
that people are not ‘in-touch’ with
Jesus.

It is also possible to be
connected to the power-socket in
the house and yet have no light!
We have not switched on the
Light. Sadly there is a counterpart
to that illustration also. There is
such a thing as Christians being
united to Christ and yet not
walking in the Light.

The epistles are full of calls
made to the people to “walk in
t he S pGalm:i6]. Very often it
is in the imperative mood. Paul
does not assume that his Christian
readers will automatically, or
constantly walk in the Spirit. In
fact he says “If we live in the Spirit
let us also walki n
challenging his readers to manifest
that they really do live in the
Spirit.

“As y o wecdived e
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Hi nte tells the Colossians [Col

the Spij

your faith in Christ
Paul wrote to the
Thessalonians“ we a sikrgea n d

you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us how you ought
to live and to please God...that
you do so
4:1]. Paul obviously had the same
understanding that John had

when he spokeof “ wal ki ng i n
t

|l ight as He [idhni n
1:7]. Yes, Christians can have their
sixth sense, their Light lying
dormant and inactive!

The fruit in those who have
their sixth sense renewed and
active, is a life that reflects that of
Jesus Christ. If we are walking in
the Light we will have His spirit
and attitude and we will be easy to
live with and love.—just as Jesus
was.Asweread“ t he fruit
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-c o nt [Gall "
5:22].

These graces characterised
Jesus in His earthly walk. He was
the most understanding person in
the world and yet was firm on
truth and love. They had the
perfect balance in His life. His
sixth sense (unfallen of course in
His case), enabled Him to live the
wondetful life He lived. It was a
life full of self-denial and
compassion for all others, not-with
-standing their culture, class or
spiritual condition.

David understood his need
for the renewal of his sixth sense,

2:2]. The context there is Paul “renew a right Spi
wanting to know “ t Jfilanness of me [Psa 51;10]. Y
The APC News No 127 3] January/February 2008

mo fi&hesa n d

m

h

of

r

t
1

l



The Character and Example

of Simeon!

Wayne Pearce on Luke 2:25-35

ERE I WANT TO

reflect briefly on the

character and example

of Simeon whose life
and ministry provides a wonderful
model for us all.

Simeon’s name actually
means ‘one who hears and obeys’
and this is what every disciple of
the Lord Jesus is called upon to
do! We must not simply be hearers
of the word but doers of it. God’s
word elicits not only our
appropriation but also our
application of it!

Note firstly that Simeon is a
true believer:“ An d , behol
was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon; and the same
man was just and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel: and
the Holy Ghost was upon
h i n{®5]. While tradition teaches
that Simeon was the son of Hillel,
one of the most renowned and
gifted theologians and teachers in
Israel in his day, I will confine
myself to what the Bible has to say
about this godly man. We know
that he was a true believer for
God’s word describes himas*“ | u s
and de Heowasid other
words a man of faith —for“ t h e
shall l'ive by f ai

He was right with God. That

he was just is the declaration of
God - Simeon is justified through
faith in the Lord His Righteous-
ness. Like Abraham and every true
believer* he bel i eved
and he counted it to him for
ri ght e o[Gennxe6d. Briise
God for so great salvation. We are
saved by grace alone, through faith
alone in Jesus Christ alone. There
has only ever been one way of
salvation and one Saviour of
sinners (read and meditate on
Rom 3:21-26).
Let us be in no doubt then
that Jesus Christ was unquestion-
dably the lobgect of Simeon’s faith —
hewas“ wai ting for

consol ati ofesl.ddléwas sr ae

waiting for the One who is the
blessed Hope of all His people. He
was waiting for the Wonderful
Counsellor, for the One who alone
is the Comfort and Consolation of
the spiritual Israel of God.
Hence near the outset of the

Lord Jesus’ earthly ministry He
announced:“ The Spirit
is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel

t to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to

j preath deliverance to the

t ciiptives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them
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just not satisfying the human soul.
Man is looking for something

better. But this is exactly why

Jesus gave the warning “Take

care, and be on your guard

against all covetousness, for one's
life does not consist in the abun-
dance of hi gLukeo s g
12:15].

The only answer for our sick
society is the gospel. And God has
appointed the Church to be the
means through whom the sin-sick
world will find help and health. He
has promised to His Church, and
to His Church only, that He will be
with them to the very end—as long
as they go into all the world and
preach the gospel. No other group
or society of people can accom-
plish what God has appointed the
Church to fulfil.

The Church needs to be
confident of its own commission
and purpose, and believe that its
message can transform the world.
The Church must recover the
ground it has lost through a
compromised and ‘watered down’
message. It must become bold,
assertive and certain in its
proclamation of the truth.

In a culture that places so
much importance on image,
presentation, advertising,
appearance and public relations,
and yet is disillusioned with what
is delivered to them, we as
Christians need to be genuine and
authentic in what we can deliver.
The world have had their fill of
‘quick fixes’ that don't last. The
world is looking for something

solid, reliable, and fulfilling—the
very thing that Jesus offers in the
gospel.

The Church has been called
to invade and transform our
culture. We must not retreat from
the world, rather we must engage

eitsasdipresers the glorious gospel
to the multitudes who are in
desperate need. The reality is that
our society today have no idea that
Jesus Christ has the very life they
seek.“ I am come that
have life and have it to the
f u I[Jbhkh 10:10].

The Church must be honest
with this generation and not be
found saying ‘Peace and Safety’
when there is none. It must
condemn sin and call it by its
proper name. It must call for
repentance. And it must assure the
sinner of a real welcome on
repentance. It must be clear in
stating that only in the Lord Jesus
is there salvation.

Although our nation has
changed so much in the last 50
years, the solution is the same as it

has alwaysbeen—“ | f we conf e

our sins, He is faithful and just to

forgive uRJohnum]. si ns

Let us pray and also
endeavour in the year that lies
ahead to change our culture and to
spread the good news of the gospel
to every class of society. The
gospel alone has the power to do
this. Let 2008 be a year where
reader and writer will be engaged
in spiritual warfare against the
powers of darkness. And exalt the
name of Jesus. '
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The Church 06 the Answer to
Our Sick Society

HINGS ARE NOT what

they used to be. In the

past our nation has

enjoyed a privileged
position for over three centuries.
We were a great nation and
showed great leadership in the
world. We were looked upon as
one of the foremost nations of all
time. Our Christian values and
ideals, and our faith in a great God
made us a nation to be emulated
by the whole world. We were the
head, not the tail.

But all that has changed. We
are no longer a great nation. We
are not looked upon as leaders in
the forefront in any area of life —
we are now the tail rather than the
head. This has come about because
our world-view of life has changed
and been re-invented. We have
turned our backs on the whole
concept of the Bible being the only
rule to direct us.

The result is that we have a
generation who do not think the
message of the Church is either
relevant or even intelligent. The
Church is not seen as having the
answer to the many problems
which we as a nation are
experiencing. It is therefore not
surprising that the convicted
murderer Kenny Richey, who has

been locked up for over 20 years,
and who came out of prison this
January, stated that there was no
such place as hell. He went on to
say that he was in hell—prison! He
said the only hell is on earth.

People no longer fear death.
The fact is that some even look
forward to death. They believe it is
simply an escape from the troubles
of life. The psychology behind
many of the films, soaps, novels is
that euthanasia is a dignified way
to die. It makes sense to the
modern mind, to end the misery of
this life by taking your own life.

Our culture now assumes
that the purpose of life is to obtain
as much wealth, power, pleasure
and materialism as possible. They
are the only things worth seeking.
There is really nothing else — in
this life, or beyond this life. The
mood of our society is that the
Church has no relevance.

But has there ever been a
period of time, when there has
been so many people depressed
with life? More and more of the
young are taking their own life as
well as the middle aged and the
wealthy. Why is this? Surely it is
because they have no hope of
anything better. Life, with all it has
to offer the present generation, is
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that are bruised, To preach the
acceptabl e
4:18-29].

Simeon was not alone but
he was something of a rarity in the
days of our Lord’s earthly
ministry. He was a true Israelite,
one who was circumcised not only
externally but internally of the
heart.

Let us note too that Simeon
exercises his faith. In other words
true faith is put into practice —
faith works. For Simeon is not
simply described as “ j ubmithg is
also describedtousas“d e v o.u t
He is a man who loves the Lord
and delights in the things of God.
Here is a man who makes good use
of the means of grace — the word
of God, worship, prayer,
sacraments, the Sabbath,
fellowship and such like.

Just like those 3000 true
believers who repented of their
sins, believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ and were baptised in
response to the preaching of Christ
by Peter at Pentecost, we should
note that after their incorporation
into the church“ t hey cont
steadfastly in
doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in
pr ay éActs3:42]. Thus while
we are justified solely through
faith alone in Christ alone, as the
Scripture makes all too clear faith
is never alone in the true believer
but is always accompanied by good
works.

We must be careful not to
separate justification and

sanctification for while they are

y e duke 9 fdifferénethihgoin ahd of

themselves sanctification always
accompanies justification in the
true believer. The Lord Jesus says
of His people, you shall know them
by their fruits. Just like Simeon
every Christian must be just and
devout. We must be able to say
along with the psalmist: © Ho w
amiable are thy tabernacles, O
LORD of hosts! My soul longeth,
yea, even fainteth for the courts of
the LORD: my heart and my flesh
crieth out for the living God. ...
For a day in thy courts is better
than a thousand. I had rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my
God, than to dwell in the tents of
wi ¢ k e d[iPsa 84s1-2, 10]. Are
you just and devout?

Simeon moreover as a true
believer possesses the Spirit of
illumination and guidance and is
thus an example to us all. The
Holy Spirit indwells Simeon. He
possesses both the Spirit of
revelation as well as illumination:
“And it was
the Holy Ghost, that he should not

i seeudeaitdh, before he had seen the

t h eL oarpdo’ sst [#Bhsr“i st ”

God the Holy Spirit is the
Author of Holy Scripture and has
now given us this perfect and
complete revelation which we have
in the Bible. In it He has revealed
all things requisite for salvation
and spiritual maturity and
therefore we must not be looking
for further revelation. However we
all need the Spirit as the One who
is the Illuminator of Scripture for
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without Him the Bible must ever
remain a closed book. It is
foolishness to the natural man [1
Cor 2:14].

We need the Spirit not only
to reveal the truth to us but also
for guidance within it.

Please note the chief
objective of the Holy Spirit’s work
is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ
and to reveal Him to us and
throughus-“ And it was
unto him by the Holy Ghost, that
he should not see death, before he
had seen the.Asthe d'
Lord Jesussaid:“ But when
Comforter is come, whom I will
send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he
shall t e s[dohnf15:26]0 f

Without the Holy Spirit we
can have no real understanding of
the truth; without the Spirit we
can have no salvation for He is it
who regenerates God’s elect;
without the Spirit there can be no
true discipleship for we cannot
truly follow Jesus; without the
Spirit there can be no sanctifi-
cation and no hope of heaven. It
was God in the person of the Holy
Spirit that led Simeon to the
Temple that he might see the
Lord’s Christ — His Anointed
Prophet, Priest and King: “ And |h
came by the Spirit into the
templ e”

Those who are true
worshippers of God must worship
Him in Spirit and truth.“ Th e r ¢
therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus,

who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. ...For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the s dRom.8:nf4). God"”
Let us pray that God might fill us
with the Holy Spirit — that we
might not only truly know God’s
will for our lives through His word
but that we might always truly
seek to do His will to His praise
and glory. Oh that we might
woeskige amd serck Him aright as
Simeon did!

Simeon as a true believer
sets uCawmionderfiil 'example in
Clristian character and witness.
He is a fine example in patience
and perseverance. Simeon is now
an old man who’s eager and
earnest longing and patient

nwaaiting for the Consolation of

Israel has been fully vindicated
and rewarded. Here is a man who
wholeheartedly trusted in God’s
promise. Here is a man who did
not allow external events and
circumstances to dampen down or
drown out his faith, love and zeal
for the Lord and His cause. What a
lesson for us in this dark and
degenerate day.
Simeon’s faith was
rewarded:* Then t ook he hi
his arms, and blessed God, and
said, Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace,
according to thy word: For mine
eyes have seef28 hy s
30]. Let us heed his example. Let
us say along with the psalmist:
"Why art thou cast d
soul? and why art thou disquieted
in me? hope thou in God: for I
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One characteristic of the
outworking of love is friendship!
And in this friendship there is a
unique intimacy, so unique that
secrets can be revealed. Servants,
yes - but more than this: friends.
“No longer do I call you servants
.but I have cal

Abraham was a friend of
God in this way, and Scripture tells
us that he walked with God. A
Japanese girl was asked how she
had become a Christian. She
replied that some Christian girls
had formed a bridge of friendship
with her and ‘over that bridge

walked Jesus’.

As we have entered the year
2008, let us pray that we will see
these signs in our own lives, in our
communities, in our land and
throughout the world - His people
not only being,, i n but m" ,

| renthiniygdruHinh, and leearithgs .
much fruit to His glory. May we
ever be conscious, that “without
me you can do nothing”; but
equally aware of the corollary that,
with Him, nothing is impossible.
May we indeed see the purpose of
life, and bear fruit - all to His

glory. Y

Il n Saudi

Ar abi a

Bei

........... MEANS YOU COULD be arrested in your home, and your Bible and
Christian books confiscated, for no reason except that you were meeting
with others to pray as Christians. What does ‘being a Christian’ mean to
you? For Christians in Saudi Arabia it means that you are at the mercy of
the dreaded religious police, the matawaa, also known as the Commission

to Promote Virtue and Prevent Vice.

They could raid your worship service and arrest you just for
gathering with other Christians to pray. If you are from a Western country,
you would probably be deported but if you are from a non-Western
country you could be held in detention for months, and probably be
tortured. In Saudi Arabia any form of non-Muslim religious practice is
forbidden. The State rigidly enforces the strict and puritanical form of
Islam called Wahhabism. Even if you are not harassed by mutawaa, daily
life is difficult for you as a Christian because society in general despises
Christians. School children in Saudi Arabia are taught from a young age
not to trust Christians or to be friends with them.

Although most Christians in Saudi Arabia are foreigners, there are
also some Saudi nationals who have converted from Islam to follow Christ.
They must be secret believers, because if their conversion were to become
publicly known, Saudi law would have them executed as apostates from
Islam. Please pray for Christians in Saudi Arabia. It is difficult to get
news out from Saudi Arabia and it is difficult to get help in.

[Taken with permission from The magazine of Barnabas Fund]
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wonder is that not only can He
supply our needs, but He will give
us unfathomable riches:

"according to His riches in glory

by Christ Jesus". His promise is:

“ 11 fill thy mo
thou it open wide” [Psalm 81:10].

A preacher has said that too often
we come with a thimble when He
would fill our bucket!

The hallmark of the fruitful
Christian should be love. We have
to seek to love as Christ Himself
loved. A fruitful Christian is a
loving Christian - it should be
natural. And just as giving to the
Lord should be sacrificial, so
should love to the Lord and to
others.

The story is told of Christian
students who were persecuted by a
Communist official who was later
converted. How? He saw the
Christian love of those students, as
they bore fruit in giving to others
who were even worse off than they
themselves were. Whatever they
could afford, and it was not much,
was put in envelopes and slipped
under doorways with this caption,
‘With love from Jesus’. The
Communist official, the
persecutor, saw what they were
doing, and it led to his conversion
- a simple, but important, example
of the power of the love of Jesus.
Let us ask for the Spirit’s power to
enable us to love as Jesus loved,
with compassion and without
judging, and not least by
remembering others in prayer.

The fruitful Christian is
obedient - "If you love me, keep

my commandments". It is not
that, by keeping His command-
ments, we might be saved; but we
seek to keep them because we are
saved - not picking and choosing,

u tashit werd) hunbdcausetwe lgve d o

God and desire to please Him and
say "Your will be done". And in the
outflow of obedience, Jesus calls
His people ‘my friends’.

The fruitful Christian is also
a joyful Christian. “These things I
have spoken to you, that my joy
may remain in you, and that your
joy may be full.” Is it not
wonderful to witness the joy of the
Lord in the faces of His children?
Joy is internal - there is inner
peace, therefore inner joy, and it
should be evident externally - we
should not be able to hide it!

John Newton discovered
this and penned these words:
‘Solid joys and lasting treasure -
none but Zion's children know’.

Early last century, a lady
from a wealthy family could not
see or find purpose in life and she
took herself to a river in the
Scottish Borders with a view to
taking her own life. As she got near
the river, she heard something that
made her stop. It was the voice of a
poor ploughboy singing and
whistling. She made it her
business to find out the source of
his joy, and discovered that he was
a Christian, and he was singing
praise to his God. This witness was
used by God to her finding real
purpose in life, becoming a
Christian herself and using her
means in His service.

shall yet praise him for the help of
hi s ¢ ounfPsap2ashkee”
us not place our trust and
confidence in man but let our hope
be firmly in the Lord.

Simeon is a good example of
what it means to be humble: “ n o w
lettest thou thy servant depart in
p e a cGed has called His people
into a life of loving and loyal
service. Let us rejoice in the
awesome privilege that is ours in
Christ to serve the Lord and His
people. We are a royal priesthood!
Simeon moreover is a good
example in that he witnesses to the
grace and glory of God. He is a
witness for Jesus Christ: ©* Wh i ¢ H
thou hast prepared before the face
of all people; A light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of thy
peopl e [31gz]acel

Like Simeon our chief
function is to preach Christ and
witness to Him, through Him and
for Him in word and deed.
Accordingly Simeon was a blessing
toothers:“ And Joseph
mother marvelled at those things
which were spoken of him. And
Simeon bl esgxxg] th
Simeon spoke the truth in love and
so must we.

a n d

We must all be watching
and waiting, working and

witnessing. This is our duty and

should be our chief delight.

As a result of these things
Simeon enjoyed contentment in
his own mind and peace with God:
“now |l ettest thou
depart i.Weapemever e "
truly ready to live until we are
prepared to die — to self and the
things of this world. Simeon does
not fear death for he is going to be
withtheLord:“ But | woul
have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. For if
we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God
bring wiltThes 4ti3-my].

Simeon can walk through
the valley of the shadow of death,
fearing no evil. He can depart in
peace for his faith is in the Prince
of peace who has reconciled him to
God and given him assurance of
everlasting life.

Bimesn can look forward to
hearing those precious words from
the Redeemer: “Well done, thou

egood.and faithful servant...enter
thou into the[Matoy
25:21. What about you? Let us all
learn from the example of this
godly man. n
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“WHAT ON EARTH is the Church for? It exists for mission....many of us
in the west have an individualist view of the Christian life, with the
emphasis on ‘personal salvation’, a ‘personal walk with God’, a ‘personal
call’ to a ‘personal destiny’ or ‘personal ministry’. This bias towards the
individual is the product of an Enlightenment world-view and a western
mind-set, and does not tend to a high view of the Church as the corporate

people of God.”

David Devenish in ‘What on Earth is the Church For?’

The APC News No 127 [7]

January/February 2008

t h

d

of

n



Edinburgh Congregation

An Appeal

HE REASON FOR this

article is that our Presbytery

agreed that the Edinburgh
congregation should appeal to the

whole denomination for support of
the work in Edinburgh.

Background

The Edinburgh congregation of the
Associated Presbyterian Churches
uses the name “Burdiehouse
Southhouse Community Church”
because this is the area of
Edinburgh that we work in. This
particular work in Burdiehouse
and Southhouse started in
December 2004. There are a
number of evangelical
congregations in the town centre;
however, some of the deprived
areas are in great need of a
stronger evangelical witness and
work. Burdiehouse and
Southhouse fall into this category.
The parish of Gracemount
which includes Burdiehouse and
Southhouse has a population of
about 7,500. A good attendance in
the Church of Scotland on the
Lord’s Day would average about
thirty. There is a good evangelical
minister who provides a lot of
support in the community and to
us, although he is currently off

work due to ill health. Apart from
the Roman Catholic Church there
is no other church in the parish.

Since December 2004 there
have been five deaths in the area
as a consequence of violence: one
involving a gun, three involving
knives and one as a result of a very
serious pub fight. Three of the
deceased were teenage men and
two were men in their thirties.

These crime statistics, over
this period and in such a small
area, are very alarming. In the
same period there have been other
violent crimes against men and
women of various ages. Theft,
robbery, drunkenness and drug
abuse are too frequent and often
go unreported.

There have been a number
of tragic accidents, some resulting
in fatalities and a number of
suicides and untimely deaths. The
area is one that has experienced
much sadness and there is a great
need for compassion, support,
understanding and Christian
guidance. This provides
overwhelming evidence for a most
necessary outreach work.

The first time we put
literature through some doors was
in December 2004. As a result of
this we made contact with a family
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fruit’. The first essential, then, for
fruit-bearing, is to be 'in' Him,
born again by the Spirit, ingrafted
to Christ.

The second essential Jesus
emphasised to his disciples is
“abiding” or “remaining” in Him.
Bishop Ryle wrote: ‘To abide in
Christ means to keep up a habit of
constant close communion with
Him, to be always leaning on Him,
resting on Him, pouring out our
hearts to Him, and using Him as
our fountain of life and strength,
as our chief Companion and best
friend.’

A branch in itself is useless.
It is from the vine that we draw
spiritual sap, vitality, breath - by
having, hearing and obeying the
word that Jesus has given to us.
God’s word is a mirror; it shows us
where we are and how we are. The
story is told of the late Rev DA
MacFarlane, Dingwall, who, when
asked for a photograph of himself,
responded by saying that it could
be found in Psalm 51.

And so Paul enjoins us: “Let
the word of God dwell in you
richly in Wénusthei s
joined to the true vine, be in Jesus,
and remain there, if we are to bear
fruit, if we are to fulfil our purpose
in life.

But gardeners know that, if
left to themselves, branches will
become unruly. And so the
disciples learn from Jesus that His
Father in heaven, the divine
gardener, will prune and purge the
branches. Pruning is the cutting
away of that which may not of

itself be harmful, but is super-
fluous, so that the branch will
produce more and better fruit.
Our heavenly gardener prunes
with love and with care; and while
it may be painful and cause
distress, it produces in us more
fruit to His glory.

What are the signs of
fruitfulness? If we have been
saved by God's grace, we should be
lights that shine for Him in the
darkness. Our lives should display
the well-known marks of spiritual
fruitfulness we read of in Galatians
chapter 5.

So many people in our
communities, towns and cities
today, have not heard the Good
News. How much, then, we need
to be effective witnesses, to be ‘the
Bible that the world is reading’. A
Chinese pastor serving the Lord in
India met a Hindu student, and
presented the Good News to him.
The student's response was: ‘Show
me a Christian and I will believe in
Jesus’. He was looking for fruit!
Rev R Murray McCheyne
remarked: ‘A Christian is a person

dwhontiakes it easy for others to
believe in Jesus’ - bearing the fruit
of the true vine.

If we abide in Christ we will
‘pray with expectancy’: We are to
ask in accordance with God's will,
and in the worthy name of Jesus.
What a privilege to pray: "For
Jesus'sake" - asking in His name
and according to His word. We
have to differentiate between our
wants and our needs - and there is
a world of difference! The great
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From the Moderator o6s Desk

Bearing Fruit

Mr Kenneth MacLean, Gairloch

T THE BEGINNING of

another year it is always

good for each of us to

pause and "take stock".
Have you ever asked yourself,
"Why did I come into the world?"
“Why am | here?”
purpose to life?"

After tragic events, either
locally or globally, people do pause
to think. Following the terrorist
attack in America, it was recorded
that more people attended church
than, perhaps, ever before. For a
brief time people began to ponder
over the meaning and value of life.

No community, large or
small, is without its sorrows and
griefs when people in their prime
of life are suddenly removed from
this world through unexpected
illness or accident. On account of
such providences, people may be
visibly moved and may seriously
consider the brevity of life; they
may begin to attend church for the
first time or return after many
years of neglect.

Often the testimony of a
believer’s funeral has caused some
to say “I wish I had that
assurance”. And the lingering
question remains - “What is the
purpose of life here on earth? Is it
solely to gratify my desires?”

The first question in the
Shorter Catechism poses this all-
important question, ‘What is the
chief end of man?’ or, ‘What is the
primary purpose of life?” The
answer tells us that it is to do with
giwing glérete God. But how do
we, how can we, glorify God?
Jesus himself gave the answer to
his disciples in John 15:8: “By this
my Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so shall you be
my disciples.” There is no
ambiguity about this. We glorify
God by bearing fruit; and not just

“fruit’ - Jesussaid“ much frui t

But this begs the question,
JHow can we bear fruit? - what is
the secret, or the source, of
fruitfulness?’ Jesus used an
illustration which was very
familiar to his disciples when he
described himself as the “the true
vine". He is the vine and His
people are the branches. Just as
the branches have to be in the vine
before they will bear fruit, so we
have to be “in C h r i asphrise
often used in the Epistles.

It is only when we are joined
to the true vine that we first
experience real life. It has been
said: ‘A machine can produce
results, and so can a robot, but it
takes a living organism to produce

who had complex needs including
disability, mental illness, and
bereavement; and they live in poor
circumstances. Initially they
attended our services; however,
they decided that Church
attendance was not for them. We
are still in contact with them and
help and encourage them by giving
support and friendship.

In August 2005 the way was
clear for us to play a significant
part in the opening and running of
a Blythswood Care shop on
Southhouse Broadway, right in the
middle of the area where we are
working. This has given wonderful
access to the community and has
led to a very good number of
contacts where we have developed
good relationships with the people
of the community.

Since Blythswood acquired
this shop the five o’clock service on
the Lord’s Day and the Bible Study
on Wednesday are held there.

Current situation

The shop is a comfortable, relaxed
and non threatening environment
which people come to, although
they never attended our service
when it was held in the Parish
Church. Our numbers have
increased and they average twenty
on the Lord’s Day and ten on a
Wednesday.

Notably, children are
normally part of our congregation
on the Lord’s Day, and the first
part of the service is dedicated to
teaching, interacting and

responding to the children’s needs.
Many of them have little or no
knowledge of God and come from
troubled backgrounds. The work
with the children has had a
positive impact, resulting in the
children bringing their friends,
though numbers do fluctuate.

We have had various
outreaches including Christianity
Explored for Adults, then another
one for young people. We work
very closely with the Parish
Church and for the first three
years worshipped with them on
Lord’s Day morning.

On a number of occasions
we have conducted the services for
Rev Iain Penman the parish
minister, which he has
reciprocated. We have a
partnership approach, doing
various outreaches with other
evangelical churches in South East
Edinburgh.

The charity shop provides
friendship and companionship.
Tea etc is freely offered to
customers and visitors. Our first
priority in running the shop is to
make meaningful contact with the
community; this is the spearhead
of our outreach.

Secondly, it raises funds for
Blythswood Care. We are very
grateful that it brought in just over
£16,000 in 2006 which after shop
expenses gave about £8,000 to
Blythswood. This involves a lot of
work and commitment in a
challenging environment but it is
time well spent and without the
shop the work would be much
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more difficult.

The variety of people we
have befriended, or at least have a
significant acquaintance with, is
fascinating and humbling. Some of
these are: alcoholics, drug addicts,
ex-prisoners, the physically and
mentally ill, dysfunctional
families, the old and frail, victims
of child abuse, even individuals
who have had a family member
suffer a vicious and violent death -
and thankfully many people who
haven’t had such experiences. We
believe it is very important to
reflect in our attitude that God is
an infinitely loving and friendly
God. He is calling people of all
ages to have a relationship with
him. We believe that this model of
outreach could be used in other
parts of Edinburgh and elsewhere,
if workers felt God was calling
them to do this.

The future

The sales figures for the
Blythswood Care Shop continue to
be encouraging. We hope and
pray that the work will continue to
grow and develop with outreach
events and regular church services.
We have just commenced a
regular morning service, now
giving us two services on the
Lord’s Day. This model allows
flexibility and a response that
prioritises the needs of the
community. A recent example of
this is when, after a fatal stabbing
in the community, we asked a
reformed convict who is now a

minister to come and do an
outreach. He did two, which were
very successful with a high
percentage of attendees being non
church goers. We are also involved
in running a monthly children’s
club which at the last count was
very encouraging.

We are currently involved
with the Parish Church in monthly
joint outreach services which are
taking place over the next six
months.

Is such an area worth
bothering with? Can the gospel
make inroads? Can people really
change? Can a community be
transformed? The answer to all
these questions is a very emphatic
“Yes”!

Consider the believers of
pagan Corinth:“* And t hat
some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the

Spirit ofl1Corbni1];@od"”

believers coming out from the
seductive images and sexual
pressures of Thessalonica: “ ...o u
gospel came to you not simply
with words but also with power.
You became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and
Achaia; your faith in God has

become known everyw

[1Thes. 1:5-8].

We believe we are
contacting people who know little
or nothing about the Gospel, its
transforming power, love and
forgiveness.

One of the difficulties in
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Should we Pray for the Persecuted?

A RECENT STATEMENT reportedly made by Kim Sang Chul, the head of
South Korean Christian group Save North Korea, recently caught my
attention. Speaking of the North Korean dictator, Kim Jong II and his
repressive regime, he was quoted as saying, "In our Christian world view,
Kim Jong II is the anti-Christ and his government an evil regime...In our
Christian world view, peace with North Korea is nonsense" (http://
wwrn.org/article.php?idd=26763).

I'm a little unsure as to where this statement leaves us as an
international Christian community. Are we absolved from any responsibility
to pray for Kim and his dictatorial regime? Is transformation within North
Korea a hopeless pipe dream? My concern was compounded as I read on...
"You cannot expect North Korea to change from the top", said Yu Suk Ryul,
chairman of Cornerstone Ministries International, "The best way to change
North Korea from the bottom is to spread the Gospel."

I certainly agree that the gospel can change a nation but I'm not sure I
agree with the sentiment that change from the top is impossible. I have great
respect for those in the Korean church who are serving their persecuted
brothers and sisters in and from the North, but I urge caution in making such
statements about Kim and the leadership of North Korea.

The account of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel ch's. 1-4 speaks of a king,
proud and strong, seeking glory and deification, being humbled through a
dream from God and the words of His servant Daniel. Prior to this, we recall
the account of King Manasseh, the son of a godly father, taught well, yet
recorded in history as a man who 'did what was evil in the sight of the
Lord'[2 Kgs. 21:2-9]. In their own eyes both these men lived well. They were
powerful. They were rich... but both were humbled, brought to repentance and
transformed by Almighty God [cf. Dan. 4:34-37; 2 Chron. 33:10-13].

Let us be careful never to underestimate the power of God! There is no
reason whatsoever for the Lord's people to assume that any are out of His
reach. I hold that it would be entirely wrong of us as Christians in the free
nations to give up on men like Kim Jong II. God can and does save to the
uttermost [Heb 7:25, and we have a duty to pray for our enemies [Lk. 6:27-
30], pray for our leaders [1 Tim. 2:1-2], and also to place our trust in the Lord
for He knows best [Mark 11:22]. I am convinced that praying for change in
Kim Jong II's heart and the hearts of those closest to him, is the key to change
for the better in North Korea. I trust, like many others, that God may yet
restore Pyongyang so that she will once more be known as 'The Jerusalem of
the East’, as she was only one hundred years ago when she was a dynamic
centre of Christian activity and a seat of revival.

Please pray with me for the spiritual transformation of the North
Korean leadership. May they come to know Christ both as Saviour and Lord.

Revd Malcolm MacLeod, The Voice of the Martyrs Canada
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of God in our midst? To each
person who reads this, I would like
to say, 'Ponder the question -
When last was there a soul born-
again in your.corf

At the prayer-times in the
congregation, we are asking the
Holy Spirit to come with such
demonstration of divine and
saving power as will make us
all truly amazed in his presence.
Over the recent holiday season, as
has happened often before,, we
have had Dick Lucas visit us and
preach the Word.

Following that, we had an
evening visit from the Watoto
Children's Choir from Uganda.

in each of our lives, and would ask
for prayer in this regard.

At the ‘Special Service’ for
the community we had the best

gnurabgra forisoma ttnfe. Many
friends from other churches joined
us as well as some from around the
church. The message was gospel
centred and we pray that the seed
sown will bring forth fruit .

We have started a Fund for
supplying several items of food for
the needy people who regularly
come in looking for help. We
always ask them to come in and
tell them we will provide them
with food after the service when
we can chat to them and see what

continuing this valuable work in
the future is the resources
required. The reservoir funds of
the Edinburgh APC congregation
has supported the salary and
running expenses that are so
essential to the work.

These funds are now
depleted, and future funding needs
to be identified. We are humbly
appealing to your Christian good
will and generosity, for prayer and
financial support to enable us to

continue with God’s work. The
people to contact are:

John Ross, Minister of the
Edinburgh Congregation,

6 Frogston Grove,

Edinburgh,

EH 10 7AG.

Jason Ross, Treasurer of the
Edinburgh Congregation.
[Kenneth MacLean, General
Treasurer and current Moderator
of Presbytery]. '
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What energy and smiling faces! else we can do to help them.
The Lord has, in the details of his
providence, not only given them
provision for their bodies, but
loving carers for their souls.

The congregation is given
solemn reminders by way of
sickness, and even death, but we
thankful for the God-given good
news that Jesus Christ is the
Saviour this year, as he was in the

YOUR LIFE IS LIKE A VOYAGE. If you want to avoid shipwreck read Acts
Attendances in general have 27:12 [NIV] and notice the following things:
improved with all the new people (1) They were dissatisfied with where they were.“ Si nce t he har
continuing to enjoy our fellowship. was unsuitable...the majorit@oddoesci ded
The Bible Study and Prayer times not guide us by dissatisfaction or by opinion polls, He guides us by His
still challenge us with more people Spirit. When things get difficult, we're called to overcome them, not to try
contributing to the discussion. to escape them.
On the last service of the (2) They were impatient to get to where they were going. There’s not
year, we celebrated the Lord’s a single verse in the Bible that tells us to hurry up or we’ll miss God! In the
Supper. Even although many of us wilderness Israel learned that when the cloud moves, you move; when the
were absent, we enjoyed the cloud stops, stay where you are and wait on God.

last year, and in every other year blessing of the Lord. (3) They failed to heed God’s Word.“ But t he centuri on
to come. At the time of going to press Il i stening to what Paul sai d[Actsfoapii|l owed
We ask for the prayers of we have a meeting arranged to NIV]. Be careful, if you look hard enough you’ll find someone whose

the readers, that the Holy Spirit
will light such spiritual fires on
this hillside as the world and the
devil will not be able to put out.
Calum MacInnes

plan for the year ahead. We would
welcome any suggestions from our

opinion confirms what you want to do. And that will get you into trouble.
(4) They looked to the circumstances instead of God to guide them.
readers as to ways of getting more “When a gentle south wind began to blo
of the community to come and obtained what they wanted; so they...sailed. Before very long...The ship
hear the gospel. was caught Db[Actstehig-15NIVh Thmidea that
Mr Quinn in the congre- circumstances will always line up favourably with God’s guidance is not
gation has not been very well and Scriptural. Sometimes God leads you through the wilderness. And he’ll
is due to have a CT scan in the never lead you anywhere that doesn’t require His provision and
near future. We pray for this lovely protection. If you can get there without God, he didn’t send you. So if you
gentleman whose has supported us want to avoid shipwreck, ask God to show you the right way, which is His
for many years. Y way! [The Word for Today]

DUNDEE

Our fellowship remain encouraged
having had a good end to the year.
We long to see more spiritual fruit
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Congregational News

STORNOWAY

The congregation is going to miss
one of its young members Thomas
Parkes when he joins the Police in
February. The loss of Thomas to
the congregation has been
somewhat mitigated by the fact
that his younger brother also
professed faith at our November
Communion, which was
appreciated by all.

The congregation hope to
distribute 250 copies of the
evangelistic issue of the
"Evangelical Times" to the
neighbouring houses around the
church during January.

Thanks to an ever efficient
treasurer, the congregation is able
to hold its Annual General
Meeting as early as Thursday 10
January!

The congregation is
thankful that the last payment to
clear off the outstanding mortgage
was made before the end of the
year. This means that the
congregation paid for a manse and
a new church building within 15
years and would like to
acknowledge the Lord's goodness
in being able to achieve this.

The winter Fellowship
meetings held twice a month after
the evening service on Lord's Days
continues as do the various

meetings within various
Missionary organisations.

The congregation also
rejoiced in the marriage of one of
its elder's daughter, Jayne
Maclean, who married Chris
Campbell, in the APC church on
Friday o4 January. This was the
first wedding in the church for
several years reminding us of the
need to be more active in
evangelising the young in our
communities!

EDINBURGH

First of all, a very sincere “thank
you” to all who pray for the work
here. The belief that people pray
for us, gives us an added
obligation to pray for them. Prayer
is one of the things that test our
spirituality and it is a very real
challenge to pray as often and as
fervently as we should. We have to
acknowledge that we come far
short in this matter as in other
matters. Secondly a very sincere
thank you to those who give
financial support to the work here,
this is greatly needed, deeply
appreciated and a real
encouragement.

Our latest monthly
Transformer Club was a real boost
because of: the number of primary
school children attending; the
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good behaviour of almost all the
children; the number of willing
helpers and the lesson given to the
children by Andy Chittock. To God
be the glory.

Pray that we see even
greater things happening through
this club. Remember what we read
in1Samuel3vi,* The boy
ministered before the Lord under
E | iDid &4nyone really grasp what
a wonderful ministry this young
boy would eventually have. “ | n
those days the word of the Lord
was r But@od Was raising up
Samuel whose word would come
“t o al |Helsthe saneelGod”
still. Therefore let us be
encouraged when young children
come around God’s word. Must we
not believe, that God is raising up
children today, whose words will
eventually reach all of Scotland
and many other places, for Christ.

As intended, we have
started our own morning service at
11.30 on Sunday, and the 5.00
o’clock one continues as before. It
was a real encouragement to begin
the morning service, especially
when someone arrived that we
hadn’t seen for a good number of
weeks. We hope and pray that it
will bring more people out and
help the work to go forward. We
are sorry that we will not be
worshipping with the Parish
church every Sunday morning as
we have done since moving here,
especially as they and their
minister Rev Iain Penman have
been so good to us, but we do feel
that this is the best way forward

for the area. Please remember
them in your prayers. We fully
expect however, to have frequent
opportunities for working and
worshiping with the Parish church
and other churches in the South
East Corner of Edinburgh. In fact,
a joint outreach service is to take

S plate BV, on Sunday 27th January,

in KLM church, when Dr Clive
Beech (who quite a few readers
will know) will be the speaker.

We had a welcome break
from the shop over the festive
season, but are now glad to be
back to the familiar routine
although it can be very hectic. Give
thanks for the volunteers we have,
and pray that we get some more
who would be equally suitable, as
this would be very helpful.

John Ross

INVERNESS/DINGWALL

There is so much for which to
thank the Lord. Among the
greatest of these, is the Offer he
makes to us in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Over recent weeks, mainly
at the midweek meetings, we have
been considering the questions: '
What is the Gospel?' and Ts it
being preached at Kings-
view?' The first of these is so
thrilling, and the second so
challenging. What initially
prompted the questions was the
solemn lack of 'new birth cases’.
We are thankful, as we should,
when babies are born into
families, but what about the family
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