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T 
HIS IS A VERY emotive and 
unpleasant subject, but one 
that needs to be dealt with 

from time to time. Many 
Christians are under a false 
impression about who are weak 
Christians, and how weak and 
strong Christians should treat each 
other.  The subject is very closely 
related to ‗things indifferent‘, and 
again many Christians are not 
Biblical in their understanding of 
what things come into this 
category. 
 Our Lord Jesus was accused 
again and again of sins which were 
not sins at all, and He constantly 
offended the church leaders of His 
day by His refusal to conform to 
some practices, and by His 
introduction of new practices. It is 
important that we have a Biblical 
view of who weak Christians are 
and what the Scriptures teach 
about things indifferent. 
 
DEFINITION 
There are two types of weak 
Christians. Type A. As in politics, 
business and any other 
organisation, a weak member is a 
‗person who has convictions but 
does not carry them out in 
practice‘.  This failure to carry out 

EDITORIAL 
 

 

Weak Christians 

his convictions may come from 
three sources. 
 He may lack courage. This 
is very common among Christians. 
In the Bible it seems to me that 
Timothy has this tendency for Paul 
wrote to him saying “stir up the 
gift that is in you...God has not 
given us the spirit of fear” [2 Tim 
1:7, Greek = timidity, cowardice] 
 It appears Timothy was 
timid and needed encouragement. 
So today, there are Christians who 
feel they are not strong enough to 
do what they know should be 
done. 
 Another reason may be the 
fear of man. In the Bible we have 
none less than the great Apostle 
Peter with this fear: “before 
certain men came from James, he 
would eat with the Gentiles; but 
when they came, he withdrew and 
separated himself fearing those 
who were of the circumcision”  
 [Gal 2:12]. 
 To change and alter our 
behaviour, because of the presence 
of someone with another opinion, 
is a sign of weakness. A strong 
Christian, like a strong politician, 
will be “fully persuaded in his own 
mind” [Rom 14:5] and will proceed 
to carry out his convictions. 
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 A third reason for failing to 
carry out one‘s beliefs is concern 
about the consequences. To 
innovate or change a custom will 
result in criticism. Some people 
fear this more than anything. They 
are also concerned that something 
may go wrong or that it will end in 
defeat and they will be humiliated. 
 Concern that they may have 
to suffer shame and public ridicule 
prevents them from making any 
attempt to improve things. Paul 
continued to say to Timothy 
“...therefore do not be ashamed 
of the testimony of our Lord...but 
share with me in the sufferings 
of our Lord” [2 Tim 1:8]. 
 Type B. The other type of a 
weak Christian  is ‗one who does 
not have sufficient knowledge 
to allow him to practice full gospel 
freedom‘. Paul in speaking to 
strong Christians about weak 
Christians, said “However, there is 
not in everyone this knowledge” 
[1 Cor 8:7]. He mentions several 
times in that chapter about “you 
who have knowledge” [10,11]. To 
understand what ‗knowledge‘ Paul 
is referring to, we need to know 
the background to Paul‘s teaching 
in the two passages where Paul 
teaches about ‗indifferent‘ things, 
viz [Rom 14 and 1 Cor 8]. 
 The Jewish Christians in 
Paul‘s day had a problem when 
they would dine with Greek 
Christians. As a practice, Jews 
would always ensure that what 
they ate had never been offered to 
an idol. Back home in Israel, it was 
unlikely that such food would have 

been offered to an idol being a 
Jewish nation. But in Greece and 
other Gentile nations, it was 
common for food that had once 
been offered to the gods in the 
temple to be re-sold in the market 
place. 
 The Greek had never been 
brought up to ensure that his meat 
was ‗clean‘ before he ate it, so, 
when a Jewish Christian and a 
Greek Christian dined together the 
Jewish Christian would be 
horrified that the Greek Christian 
had not first checked that the food 
was ceremonially ‗clean‘. The 
Jewish believer therefore would be 
‗offended‘ at his brother‘s 
carelessness.  
 This is the background to 
Paul‘s teaching in Rom 14 and 1 
Cor 8. So, Paul is referring to the 
knowledge that “an idol is 
nothing...and there is no other 
God but one” [1 Cor 8:4] and 
therefore eating food that was 
offered to ‗nothing‘, is not sinful. 
 The other matter we should 
note is that Paul makes clear that 
it is the weak Christian, and not 
the strong Christian, as is 
sometimes thought, who resists 
and will not partake of the meat 
offered to idols “...but he who is 
weak eats only vegetables” [Rom 
14:2]. 
 It becomes clear from a 
careful study of these two 
chapters, that the weak Christian 
refuses to do some legitimate 
things because he is unsure about 
the distinction between actual sins 
and things indifferent. 
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there may be various opinions. 
 So, the only answer is that 
we must study the Scriptures and 
come to our own conclusion from 
the general principles of the 
Word of God. This is what Paul 
teaches when he states “but to him 
who considers anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean”   
[Rom 14:14],. 
 The third matter is that 
some things are not clear in 
Scripture. This is probably because 
they addressed a culture which is 
completely different from ours. If 
it is not clear then we cannot be 
dogmatic. Peter found Paul “hard 
to be understood” [2 Pet 3:16]. 
Again it is a matter of personal 
judgment. Paul‘s advice here is “let 
each be fully persuaded in his 
own mind” [Rom 14:15] 
  To summarise—indifferent 
things are things which are not 
sinful in themselves; things not 
directly specified in the Bible; 
things not clearly condemned in 
the Bible. We quote from the 
Confession of Faith: ―...there are 
some circumstances concerning 
the worship of God, and the 
government of the church, 
common to all human actions and 
societies, which are to be ordered 
by the light of nature and Christian 
prudence, according to the 
general rules of the Word, which 
are always to be observed‖  
[Chapter 1, para 8 –emphasis Ed] 
 Perhaps we will give 
examples of things indifferent in 
our own day, in our next issue of 
The APC News!                               Ω 

WHAT ARE THINGS 
INDIFFERENT? 
There are three points we would 
make about things indifferent 
which might help us to identify 
them. 
 First, a thing is indifferent if 
‗it is not sinful in  itself‖ That is, if 
it is not inherently evil. For 
example, murder, adultery, 
stealing, lying are all clearly sinful 
acts in themselves and the circum-
stances surrounding them do not 
alter their evil nature. To commit 
them at any time, in any 
circumstances, is sinful and 
wicked because they are evil acts. 
 Indifferent things are not in 
themselves sinful but the 
circumstances in which they were 
committed may make them sinful. 
They may affect other people. This 
is what Paul is referring to in Rom 
14:14 when he says “there is 
nothing unclean of itself”. 
 The second matter we 
should remember is that the Bible 
does not give a list of specific sins 
and all the forbidden things we 
must avoid. It would be an 
enormous list and we are sure that 
“the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written”! 
  The Bible provides general 
principles of evil — principles 
which govern our spirits and our 
attitudes. Some of these are easy to 
categorise, such as hatred, 
jealousy, backbiting. But some are 
not so easy to categorise.  Many of 
these will be determined by 
whether violence, immorality, 
gambling etc is involved, but again 



[4]  The APC News  No 128 March/April 2008 

T 
HE APC EXISTS to make 
known the Good News of 
salvation through faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
recognise our duty to Christ to “Go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature” [Mar 
16:15].  
 We understand that man‘s 
greatest and most urgent need is 
to be saved from sin and its 
consequences and that there is 
only one Saviour, Jesus Christ who 
alone is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life, and one way of salvation, 
namely through faith in Him. Thus 
we will Always Preach Christ.  
 We will propagate the 
biblical gospel. We will make 
evangelism a priority. We will seek 
to support missions and the 
planting of new churches. We will 
therefore be obedient to our Lord‘s 
command in the Great Commis-
sion to “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have 
commanded you” [Mat 28:18-
20a].  
 In all of this we 
acknowledge our need of the Holy 
Spirit to give us a zeal for God‘s 

honour and so lead us to proclaim 
His Christ. 
 Secondly, the APC exists to 
edify and nurture His people in 
and through the Scriptures. We 
affirm that it is God‘s will that we 
all “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” [2Pet 3:18]. 
This we will seek to do by our 
obedience to Holy Scripture rather 
than by imposing human rules. We 
will therefore “continue 
steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” [Acts 2:42].  
 These four God-given 
activities we acknowledge are vital 
to the spiritual health and 
development of Christ‘s church. 
Thus we give ourselves to the 
preaching and teaching of the 
word of God to those within the 
church, acknowledging that all 
things pertaining to Christian faith 
and practice are found therein. We 
do so affirming the goal God has 
set for His people in His word: For 
it was God who gave “some 
pastors and teachers for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and 

THE  APC 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

In December our Presbytery passed the following Vision Statement which 
outlines our understanding of the task which our Lord has given  us to do 
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of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” [Eph :12-14]. 
 We will also encourage one 
another in Bible study and family 
worship. Moreover we will seek to 
promote an ethos which gives true 
expression to the body ministry as 
outlined in 1 Corinthians 12-14. In 
the breaking of bread, that is the 
Lord‘s Supper, we will continue to 
give true expression to our 
corporate identity in Christ.  
 We do this in remembrance 
of Him, declaring our allegiance to 
and unity in Him. And we will 
continue with one accord in prayer 
and supplication. We will pray that 
God be glorified in our worship, 
work and witness.  
 We also recognise that a 
ministry of care to the needy is 
part of our Christian calling and 
we will seek to practice it.    
 Thirdly we will seek to be 
effective in uniting Christians in 
the oneness which is inherent by 
virtue of the new birth – to witness 
to a needy world, as the Lord Jesus 
Himself prayed in John 17:21. We 
will encourage our congregations 
to support one another in 
recognition of organisational as 

well as Christian unity, while 
renouncing denominational 
isolation or rivalry.   
 We will ever seek to give 
true expression to the catholicity 
of the church and the communion 
of the saints. We will promote 
biblical ecumenism. We will 
endeavour to emulate the early 
church which was one in heart and 
soul and their love and unity was 
expressed and blessed by God with 
great power and grace.  
 We affirm that true unity 
can only be found among those 
who believe in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour and who affirm 
the authority and sufficiency of 
God‘s word as a perfect rule in all 
matters pertaining to faith and 
practice.  
 We do so in order to be a 
city set upon a hill, a visible 
witness to the grace of God in a 
fallen world. We will venture to 
manifest God‘s love and 
compassion both in word and in 
deed to those who are still without 
Christ by means that include inter-
denominational co-operation. 
 We expect that initiative in 
all these areas will come from 
congregational as well as 
presbytery level.                             Ω 

The Secret of Success 
GEORGE  MUELLER, when asked for the secret of his service for God, 
said, ―There was a day when I died, utterly died: died to George Mueller, 
his opinions, preferences, tastes and will—died to the world, its approval 
or censure, died to the approval or blame even of my brethren and 
friends—and since then I have studied only to show myself  approved unto 
God‖.                                                                                                                          Ω 
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P 
ERMIT ME to pose you a 
question! What would the 
Lord have us learn from the 

above portion of Holy Scripture? 
Given recent correspondence 
concerning congregational giving 
and donations to our central funds 
I thought this might be 
appropriate.  
 However, I want to 
transcend the theme of finances 
and ask you to consider what you 
are doing with your time and 
talents also. Let us first of all see 
that the Lord takes note of our 
offering: “And Jesus sat over 
against the treasury, and beheld 
how the people cast money into 
the treasury” [41a]. As Christians 
we need to appreciate and 
understand that God-given 
institutions require regular finance 
and resources. They do not 
operate on fresh air!  
 The treasury within the 
Temple precincts was where the 
Temple taxes and tithes were paid 
by the people, that is, those that 
comprised the church. Why, 

because the priests, those who had 
been specifically called and set 
aside for the work of the ministry 
had to be remunerated and 
provided for, the ordinances 
required resources, the Temple 
had to be maintained, prospective 
ministers had to receive training, 
the poor had to be cared and so on. 
 The Lord Himself does not 
require these things. He is the 
Most High God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth but the church 
does have a continual need for 
such provision. And therefore as 
the Lord prospers His people they 
are to willingly and faithfully give 
back to the Lord what is required 
to maintain and prosper His cause 
in this fallen world. All that we 
possess we have received from 
God and we are to give our very 
best back to God for the 
maintenance and furtherance of 
His cause. The Lord Jesus says to 
His people “freely ye have 
received, freely give” [Mat 10:8]. 
 Let us recognise how the 
neglect of these God-given 

The Widow’s Offering: 

Giving to the Lord’s Cause! 
 

By Wayne Pearce 
 

“And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money 
into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow 
came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the offering box.  For they all contrib-
uted out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 
had, all she had to live on”  [Mark 12:41-41] 
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institutions by the people in the 
days of the Prophet Haggai 
brought upon them the 
displeasure and ire of the Lord 
[read Haggai 1:4-9].  
 Let us therefore consider 
our ways for the situation and 
need is no less great today. We live 
in a day when people have more 
material wealth and time on their 
hands than ever before and yet the 
church is so often struggling for 
lack of resources and workers. Her 
buildings are crumbling. Her 
ministers are often poorly 
supported in comparison to other 
vocations with many forced to 
work at other jobs. Missionary and 
evangelistic labour is often 
curtailed, as well as other 
necessary ministries for lack of 
finance and other resources. 
 Talents lie buried and lights 
are hidden under bushels. Not 
only do many professing 
Christians today misuse and abuse 
their finances and gifts to their 
own spiritual hurt and misery and 
to the church‘s impoverishment 
but they also rarely devote as 
much of their time and energy to 
the Lord‘s cause in comparison 
with past generations.  
 Fewer men seem to be able 
and willing to preach in vacant 
pulpits where there is grave need. 
Fewer are prepared to undertake 
the work of the eldership or 
diaconate and generally fewer men 
and women are willing to devote 
themselves to the various works 
that are essential to maintain and 
prosper the church. Where is the 

love for the Lord and His cause? 
Where is the self-sacrifice shown 
by our forefathers?  
 Church leaders however are 
not to be rapacious. It is no 
coincidence that the Lord Jesus 
deals with this subject after His 
condemnation of the scribes who 
devoured widow‘s houses. They 
were guilty of plunder, of robbing 
those who could least afford it. 
They were ever quick to take 
advantage of the gullible and 
vulnerable. Their intention and 
motivation was not to further 
God‘s cause but to feather their 
own nests; to line their own 
pockets! These types still abound 
in our day!  
 We need only think on the 
grave harm done to the cause of 
the gospel by certain TV 
evangelists and Charismatic 
leaders who live like film stars, 
clothed in Armani suits with their 
Rolex watches, with their 
limousines and mansions and such 
like. Or consider the vast wealth, 
splendour and opulence of the 
papacy!  
 God‘s word to his ministers 
is “Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; Neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock [1 Pet 
5:2-3]. Ministers must preach, 
teach, encourage, and exhort God‘s 
people to give willingly and 
generously of their time, gifts and 
resources to His cause and must 
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do so themselves and set a good 
example therein but they cannot 
and must never resort to coercion 
or deceit.   
 Let us also see that the Lord 
takes note not only of what we give 
but He is more concerned with 
how we give. He is primarily 
interested in quality rather than 
quantity. “...and many that were 
rich cast in much. And there came 
a certain poor widow, and she 
threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing” [41b-42].  
 It is vitally important that 
all who can contribute to the 
Lord‘s cause do so willingly and 
lovingly. We must give our first 
fruits to the Lord whom we love 
and in gratitude for His manifold 
blessings on our lives. We do not 
all have the same financial 
resources; we do not all have the 
same gifts and time on our hands 
but we are to give back to God of 
what He has given us. From a 
human perspective the widow‘s 
offering might be considered 
wholly insignificant but not so 
with God. Her giving is from the 
heart and manifests her faith in 
God.  
 The church must always 
beware of currying favour with the 
rich and powerful and of treating 
them differently from the poor for 
God is no respecter of persons [cf. 
James 2:1-9]. Let us therefore 
compare and contrast the rich 
mentioned here with the poor 
widow. Why does the Lord Jesus 
say “That this poor widow hath 
cast more in, than all they which 

have cast into the treasury”? Why, 
because in the Lord‘s eyes the poor 
widow gave willingly while the rich 
by contrast gave grudgingly out of 
their abundance: “For all they did 
cast in of their abundance; but she 
of her want did cast in all that 
she had, even all her living”. She 
did so for her heart was right with 
God. “Each one must give as he 
has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver” [2 
Cor 9:7]. Unlike the poor widow 
the rich grudged ever penny but 
believed it was necessary to 
promote and retain their social 
and religious standing in the 
community. Their first love was 
self rather than the Lord! 
 Therefore the poor widow 
gave spontaneously while the rich 
gave in a calculating and reluctant 
manner: “For all they did cast in 
of their abundance; but she of her 
want did cast in all that she 
had”. Such was her desire to see 
the true faith flourish and the poor 
cared for. By contrast the 
impression we are given here is 
that the rich gave only enough to 
meet with religious and social 
conventions. The poor widow gave 
generously while the rich were 
miserly in comparison! “For all 
they did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want 
did cast in all that she had, even 
all her living”.  
 It was a sign of just how 
little they truly loved the Lord. In 
proportionate terms the poor 
widow gave her all while the rich 
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were beggarly for their love of the 
Lord was miserly. The poor widow 
gave sacrificially while the rich 
gave sparingly in comparison. In 
this she was truly and wonderfully 
a follower of the Lord. God says: 
“He which sows sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which 
sows bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully [2 Cor 9:6].  
 Those who make mammon 
their god are left spiritually 
impoverished and more often than 
not their temporal lives and 
relationships suffer too! The poor 
widow gave in faith while the rich 
by contrast gave to be seen of men. 
God‘s word to the faithful and 
cheerful giver is “And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work‖ [8]. 
 The widow‘s faith is in the 
Lord. She depends on His 
providence for the supply of all her 

needs. By comparison these rich 
gave ostentatiously and self-
righteously. They may also have 
believed that their giving was 
meritorious before God.  
 Therefore let us all take note 
and heed the example of the poor 
widow. God is pleased with our 
offerings when they are truly made 
to Him and to prosper His cause. 
It is our privilege and duty to 
devote our resources and talents to 
the God who gave us them.  
 Let us also recognise that 
our faith and love towards God 
and the things of God are manifest 
not so much in the amount we give 
but more so in the amount 
compared with our ability and 
means. God does not despise the 
humblest offering, if made in 
sincerity of heart. He loves a 
cheerful giver. Let us give 
ourselves, our money, time and 
talents to the Lord and His church 
to the praise of His glory.              Ω 

T 
HE STORY IS told of a 
water bearer in India who 
had two large pots.  They 

hung on each end of a pole which 
he carried across his neck, but one 
of the pots had a crack in it.  While 
the other pot was perfect and 
always delivered a full portion of 
water at the end of the long walk 
from the stream to the master's 
house, the cracked pot arrived only 
half full.  For two years this went 
on daily, with the bearer delivering 

only one and a half pots of water to 
his master's house.  
     Of course, the perfect pot was 
proud of its accomplishments, 
perfect to the end for which it was 
made.  But the poor cracked pot 
was ashamed of its own 
imperfection, and miserable that it 
was able to accomplish only half of 
what it had been made to do.  
     After two years of what it 
perceived to be a bitter failure, it 
spoke to the water bearer one day 

Are You a Crackpot? 
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by the stream.  "I am ashamed of 
myself, and I want to apologize to 
you."  ―Why?‖ asked the bearer. 
―What are you ashamed of?‖ 
     "I have been able, for these past 
two years, to deliver only half my 
load because this crack in my side 
causes water to leak out all the way 
back to your master's house. 
Because of my flaws, you have to 
do all of this work, and you don't 
get full value from your efforts," 
the pot said.  In his compassion, 
the water bearer said, "As we 
return to the master's house, I 
want you to notice the beautiful 
flowers along the path."  
     Indeed, as they went up the hill, 
the old cracked pot took notice of 
the sun warming the beautiful wild 
flowers on the side of the path, and 
this cheered it some.  But at the 
end of the trail, it still felt bad 
because it had leaked out half its 
load, and so again it apologized to 
the bearer for its failure.  
     The bearer said to the pot, "Did 
you notice that there were flowers 
only on your side of your path, but 
not on the other pot's side?  That's 
because I have always known 
about your flaw, and I took 
advantage of it.  I planted flower 
seeds on your side of the path, and 

every day while we walk back from 
the stream, you've watered 
them.  For two years I have been 
able to pick these beautiful flowers 
to decorate my master's table.   
 Without you being just the 
way you are, he would not have 
this beauty to grace his house." 
      It is an amazing thing (but 
true) that God is able to 
accomplish some wonderful things 
through our efforts, in  spite of our 
imperfections.  Paul said of his 
role as a preacher of the gospel:  
"But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellence 
of the power may be of God and 
not of us." [2 Cor 4:7].  
     Though we may often feel 
inadequate and useless, if we will 
continue about the task that God 
has given us, we will produce fruit 
and influence lives in ways we may 
not even be aware of.  
     "Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing 
that your labor is not in vain in 
the Lord." (1 Cor. 15:58].  
     May your life "abound" this day 
in the work of the Lord!  Though 
you may feel like a "cracked pot", 
your efforts are not in vain.         Ω 

We apologise for the lateness of this issue of APC News. 
Our computer has had to be returned to the manufacturer,  
and despite promises each day that it was coming in 48hrs  

we finally received it back after a month!! 
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Tribute to  
 

Rev Malcolm MacInnes  
 

 on 23rd March 2008 

 
 

I 
N RECOGNITION OF THREE different anniversaries due this 
year  – your 70th birthday, 40th wedding anniversary and 40 
years in the ministry, the congregation  gladly wish to give this 

token of our appreciation of your work and ministry. 
 In Inverness for 17 years and previously in three other 
congregations -  Ullapool, London and Toronto -  we have 
benefited from what God has given  us through you and only the 
Last Day will declare the fruit which is for the Lord‘s glory.  Our 
responsibility is great in view of all that God has done for us.   
 You have given us leadership with stickability through ups 
and downs, difficulties and changes.  You have maintained a 
confidence in God‘s ability to take care of the work here.  Laziness 
is not a word in your vocabulary and I‘m sure that myself and 
many others are challenged by your willingness to be available for 
a whole range of situations and to undertake many duties which 
mean a great deal to the Kingsview family, our city, the Highlands 
of Scotland, Canada and above all to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Although this is a token of appreciation for your work, that 
would not have been possible without the devoted, cheerful and 
selfless help of Catherine. We have the warmest love for you both 
and would wish to express thanks for your constant 
encouragement, prayers and interest. 
 Your love for the Lord, for the Bible and for the 
advancement of the Kingdom is something we would do well to 
emulate. We undertake in dependence on God‘s grace to continue 
to pray for you both.  
 This cheque for £2,000 comes with our very good wishes, 
grateful thanks and the greeting that Paul gave in  Thessalonians, 
chapter 1, ―We give thanks to God for you, remembering without 
ceasing your work of faith, your labour of love and patience of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ‖. 
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Congregational News 

STORNOWAY  
The congregation distributed 
copies of the evangelistic issue of 
'Evangelical Times' around the 
neighbourhood of the church 
during the first part of the year 
and has continued with its winter 
programme of Fellowships after 
the evening service, some of which 
have been very challenging.  A 
Bible Study course was arranged 
as a 'follow-up' for those who did 
the Christianity Explored course.  
 Several missionary 
organisations have addressed the 
congregation, and many left an 
impression upon us that will not 
be easily forgotten.  It is so 
revitalising to hear of gospel work 
going on in the world, which, until 
a few years ago, we did not know 
were in existence.  
    The congregation enjoyed 
the ministry of Revd John Ross 
from Edinburgh, at the February 
Communion, and were again 
challenged to hear of the work he 
is engaged in amongst the 
'unchurched' in our capital 
city.  The congregation were also 
encouraged by the addition of one 
new member, on a profession of 
faith.  
 
DUNDEE 
We continue to be encouraged 
with a steady number of local 

people coming in to our worship 
services. Many of them are in need 
of basic food requirements. We 
always have a short  time of prayer 
with them when we give them food 
which affects some of them 
greatly. Pray that these times of 
prayer would be blessed to them. 
 Over the Easter period we 
distributed leaflets inviting the 
community to come to our Special 
Easter Sunday Service. It was also 
nice having friends from the north 
join us at this special service. 
 The young boy who has 
been coming for over a year now, 
is still attending and we are able to 
give him extra teaching after our 
morning service. We are also 
encouraged with improved 
attendances on the whole. We do 
ask for your prayers that a deeper 
work of God would go on in the 
hearts of each one of us and that 
God would be glorified. 
 
EDINBURGH 
Dear friends, we pray, that our 
fellowship with you, through these 
updates would go from strength to 
strength. 
 Many thanks to all who pray 
for the work here. Even if your 
prayer is, the briefest genuine plea 
to God while you read this article, 
it is noted and valued in heaven 
and this should never cease to 
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amaze and encourage all who pray. 
Many thanks to each one who 
donated money for the work here, 
this was very timely, and is a great 
encouragement and very much 
appreciated.  

It was a real pleasure and 
privilege to assist at the Inverness 
communion in January then at 
Stornoway in February. To meet 
friends, old and new, is very 
uplifting and a great reason for 
thankfulness. I recently heard an 
old minister say, ―What a wealth of 
Christian friendship and love there 
is when God‘s people gather 
together and we need to appreciate 
it more and more.‖ I think he was 
absolutely correct. Sadly, we often 
focus on some minor irritation and 
loose the blessing of fellowship 
that could be ours on such 
occasions.    
 We had an outreach service 
on the 23rd of March when Howard 
Taylor, Chaplain to Herriot Watt 
University preached an excellent 
sermon on ―Faith and doubt.‖ We 
leafleted a large part of the area 
and personally invited a good 
number and felt very encouraged 
that some would come, however 
they didn‘t, for whatever reason, 
but we will continue to sow in 
hope. We did have a few more 
than usual, which was a real 
pleasure, but we did not have the 
un-churched ones that we had 
targeted. Our overall feeling is 
that, we will yet see some more of 
the un-churched in the kingdom, 
but time will tell. Apart from 
anything else, these events when 

we have a guest speaker, give a less 
self conscious opportunity to invite 
people to church and it is always a 
great pleasure to invite and have a 
guest speaker.     
 We recently had the 
pleasure of hearing Andrew 
Baughen, Vicar of St. James‘ 
Clerkenwell speaking in Crieff, on 
the need of, ―Developing a 
missionary mentality in a 
congregation.‖ We were greatly 
encouraged by: his deep yearning 
to see people saved; his 
observation that many people 
come to faith gradually; his 
insistence that we ―know why‖ we 
do certain things and don‘t  do 
other things in the church; his 
awareness of where people are 
spiritually; his open acknowledge-
ment of his own weaknesses and 
his fulsome praise of the strengths 
of others; his challenge to us all to 
graciously put people on the spot 
as regards their need of salvation; 
his example from popular culture 
demonstrating man‘s deep longing 
for everlasting happiness and last 
but not least his insistence that 
everyone in the church should, in 
one way or another, be reaching 
out to the lost.  
 Transformers continues to 
be a source of encouragement and 
challenge with new children 
arriving and others becoming 
regulars. Pray that, they would be, 
in the fullest sense of the term, 
part of the Church of Christ in this 
area. “With God all things are 
possible.”  One very special 
newcomer was Andy and Nyrea 
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Chittock‘s first born, six week old  
Miriam, a bit young to be register-
ed as a pupil but very appreciative 
of the youth worker who leads 
Transformers – ―her dad‖.   
 Please give thanks for those 
who generously responded to the 
appeal for funds and pray that we 
would continue to know God‘s 
gracious provision and guidance. 
Pray that we are guided as to the 
best way to tidy up the shop on the 
outside as it badly needs improve-
ing. Part of the problem is that the 
shop is rented and we want to 
benefit from any work we do on it.  
 The Lord‘s Day morning 
service at 11.30 is now well 
established, we trust. Join us in 
praying for more locals to attend. 
The Bible study, the Wednesday 
before our Communion on 16th 
March, was very interesting with 
discussion focusing on our 
worthiness springing from Christ 
and not from our own goodness. 
 True Christians miss a lot of 
comfort when they loose sight of, 
“the Lord our righteousness.” We 
will never get into heaven or take 
communion because of our own 
goodness it is because of what 
Christ did on our behalf.  
 Yours in His service,  
 John Ross.  
  PS I should have given the 
treasurer‘s address last month, it 
is: Mr Jason Ross, 7 Hill Park 
Brae, Munlochy, IV 8 8PL 
 
INVERNESS-DINGWALL 
 The congregation's involvement 
in God's work continues, with 

organised meetings for prayer, 
preaching, praise, fellowship. 
All ages are catered for, from 
Mums & Tots to whatever age 
bracket you belong.  We are 
thankful for the commitment of 
those who  spearhead these 
ministries and for those who come 
to gain the benefit.  The big issue 
must be prayer.    
 Our involvement in God's 
work continues, but how we long 
for God the Holy Spirit to work 
powerfully to bring about radical 
changes.   We cannot live with 
the 'status quo'.  To do so would 
be dangerous.   I dream of , and 
long for,  the touch of God on the 
different ministries here. Think of 
the effect on all of us and the 
hillside, if the Holy Spirit comes 
with divine anointing on the 
ministry to the Seniors in the 
residential homes, the distribution 
of  2,500 copies of The King's View 
magazine to the homes along the 
hillside, the Mums & Tots, The 
Lunch Club, Sunday Lunches for 
the congregation, The Men's 
Meetings, the Ladies Meetings, the 
Youth Group, the Bible Study 
Groups, the ongoing preaching 
services, the Sundays School 
Classes, the Creche, the After-
Service Praise Times, and the 
specific PRAYER TIMES!!   
 The church family here also 
supports other ministries outside 
the immediate fellowship, with 
either individual or collective 
involvement.  There is the 
Blythswood Support Group, 
the  Food Bank,  Alternatives 
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(CPC), CLC, Highland Harmony, 
Male Voice Choir, Prayer For the 
City, Street Preaching for a month 
in the summer,  involvement with 
the local schools,  Torch Trust, and 
others. There are also organi-
sations using Kingsview as a  
venue for Training Sessions etc, 
and our prayer for them is that 
they be blessed in reading the 
Scripture verses on the walls 
throughout the building.  There is 
no lack of activity, and of oppor-
tunity,  for those who want  to be 
involved in serving the Lord. What 
I ask for is that readers  pray two 
things for us - the mighty and 
merciful work of the Holy Spirit, 
and the unrestrained commitment 
of the  professing Christians to 
Jesus Christ.  
Malachi 1:6-8  “A son honours 
his father, and a servant his 
master. If then I am a father, 
where is my honour? And if I am 
a master, where is my fear? says 
the Lord of hosts to you who 
despise my name. But you say, 
„How have we despised your 

name?‟  When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that not 
evil? And when you offer those 
that are lame or sick, is that not 
evil? Present that to your 
governor; will he accept you or 
show you favour? says the Lord of 
hosts”. 
 Wherever the church family 
is,  Jesus Christ deserves our 
very best, and our all. 
 As many readers will know, 
Rev Ross Mcfarlane came to 
Inverness on a three year 
placement, and that time expired 
at the end of February. We thank 
Ross for the work he did while 
here as Assistant, and wish him 
the Lord‘s blessing for the future. 
He is currently seeking the Lord‘s 
guidance as to where he will 
continue his ministry.   Children 
and Youth outreach to the 
community has not developed as 
we had hoped when we moved to 
Kingsview, and we are prayerfully 
looking at ways at which we can 
develop that ministry. 
           Calum MacInnes 

The Joy of the Lord 
 

George Mueller said ―Day by day seek to make this [the pursuit of 
joy in the Lord] the most important business of your life‖.  
 John Stam and his wife Betty, were missionaries in China 
who were martyred in 1934 when they were twenty-seven and 
twenty-eight years old. Their tragic deaths motivated many young 
people to go into missionary service. John once said ‗Take away  
everything I have, but do not take away the sweetness of walking 
and talking with the King of glory‖.  
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From the Moderator’s Desk 
 

God Meant it For Good 
 

Mr Kenneth MacLean, Gairloch 

A 
S  WE  READ the 
newspapers, listen to 
the radio or watch 

television, we cannot but 
wonder if our nation - and the 
world - is careering headlong 
into disaster. Politicians are 
constantly coming up with 
ideas, schemes and projects 
which promise betterment but 
almost inevitably fail.  
 Millions of pounds are 
being spent on solutions to the 
many ills of our time. But the 
moral sickness that pervades 
our society is nothing new - the 
Old Testament has a very 
modern ring in its descriptions 
of the sins of God‘s chosen 
people and the nations around 
them.  And yet, throughout 
those centuries the message of 
hope resounds - God is on the 
throne and is sovereign in the 
history of our planet. 
 God‘s sovereignty is 
wonderfully illustrated in the 
record of the life of Joseph 
recorded in the first book of the 
Bible. Early on in the history of 
the Israelites this account 

demonstrates the gracious 
hand of the Lord in the life of 
His people. As Paul was later to 
testify to the church in Rome 
―….we know that all things 
work together for good to 
those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to 
his purpose.‖   
 ―All things‖ may include 
some very difficult and sad 
experiences because the 
believer is not promised an 
easy journey through life.  
Joseph learned this from a very 
early age. His father, Jacob, 
had four wives.  Joseph was the 
firstborn son of Rachel, Jacob‘s 
favourite wife, and it is 
sometimes suggested that this 
was why he was his father‘s 
favourite.  
 But we are told in Genesis 
37:3: ―Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children, 
because he was the son of his 
old age.‖ His early life could 
not have been easy; living in a 
household where there were 
four wives and a large number 
of children would not have 
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been very congenial. Doubtless 
he was aware of his father‘s 
problems and exploits, but he 
seems to have been well 
instructed by his mother who, 
although she died when he was 
very young, must have left a 
strong impression on him. 
Scripture tells of Jacob‘s 
experience at Peniel when he 
wrestled with the angel and 
received God‘s blessing. Joseph 
would have seen the marked 
change in his father‘s life, as 
well as the physical effect of his 
damaged hip, and he would not 
forget it. 
 Jacob and his family are 
back in the land of Canaan 
when next we read of Joseph, 
now aged seventeen. He, with 
his brothers, was looking after 
his father‘s flocks, and he 
brought back a bad report 
about his brothers to his father. 
While Joseph may have done 
this out of loyalty to his father 
and with the best of intentions, 
his brothers would probably 
have regarded him as a 
‗telltale‘. Their ill-feeling after 
this incident was exacerbated 
by ―the coat of many colours‖ - 
the special gift which Jacob had 
made for him.  
 Jacob‘s obvious partiality 
towards Joseph deepened the 
hatred and the jealousy of his 
brothers and this coat was a 

striking symbol of his favour.  
 Joseph‘s two dreams, the 
details of which he was eager to 
tell his brothers, were the final 
straw. The obvious implication 
that he would one day rule over 
them infuriated his brothers. 
Although his father initially 
rebuked him we read that he 
―kept the matter in mind‖. But 
his brother‘s jealousy knew no 
bounds and at the first 
opportunity they schemed to 
get rid of him - ―then we‟ll see 
what becomes of all his 
dreams!‖ 
 Scripture does not tell 
what Joseph‘s thoughts or 
emotions were when he was 
dropped into the pit and then 
hauled out to be sold to the 
Ishmaelite traders. But he 
knew the God of his fathers and 
although God hid His overall 
plan from him he was later to 
testify ―God meant it for good‖. 
So it is for believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We may not be 
able to see or discern God‘s will 
or God‘s purpose, but we can 
trust Him, and it is often in 
retrospect that we begin to see 
the jig-saw taking shape. It is 
only in heaven that we will fully 
understand the perfection of 
God‘s plan and purpose. 
 Joseph was greatly tested 
and had very trying and 
difficult experiences. God 
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purposed that Jacob‘s family 
would go to Egypt so that they 
would become a great nation - 
the nation of Israel - and later 
on return to the land of 
Canaan. Joseph was God‘s 
instrument in this and although 
he endured much, his trust in 
God was steadfast.  It has been 
said that Joseph‘s confidence 
was not in his ability to 
understand his circumstances, 
but his confidence was in the 
God of all circumstances. We 
can be sure that divine 
purposes will not fail! 
 The account of Joseph‘s 
time in Egypt - whether as head 
of Potiphar‘s household, fleeing 
from Potiphar‘s wife, several 
years in prison, or as ruler over 
Egypt - is characterised by the 
words ―The Lord was with 
Joseph‖. And this was 
recognised by both Potiphar 
and Pharaoh, though they did 
not worship Joseph‘s God.  
 Joseph‘s life demon-
strates that a Christian can live 
honourably before God, 
regardless of background or 
circumstances. He lived in an 
evil and corrupt day, yet he 
lived a godly life. He was 
exposed to danger; he was 
treated badly, even by his own 
kith and kin. In prison he was 
wrongly accused, yet his 
godliness was very evident, 

even to unbelievers - he won 
favour in the eyes of the prison-
keeper, and was promoted in 
the course of one day to take 
charge of the prisoners; on his 
release from prison he was 
made second-in-command to 
Pharaoh. He was tested and 
tempted, but he remained 
faithful. What encouragement 
this is to live honourable lives. 
The Lord says: ―Them that 
honour me, I will honour.‖  
 The real secret of 
Joseph‘s life was his faith in 
God. With a twofold emphasis, 
he represents the testing and 
the triumph of faith which both 
Peter and Paul affirm ―….that 
the genuineness of your faith, 
being much more precious 
than gold that perishes, though 
it is tested by fire, may be 
found to praise, honour and 
glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.‖ [1 Peter 1:7]  and ‖The 
Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if 
children, then heirs - heirs of 
God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
him, that we may also be 
glorified together‖ [Romans 
8:16-17].  
 Joseph‘s life illustrates 
what the Christian really is - an 
heir of God. This may bring 
suffering, but suffering 
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precedes glory. And this 
remains true in the life of the 
child of God today. If we belong 
to Christ, then He dwells in us 
by His Holy Spirit, and if it be 
that we are called to witness for 
Him in suffering or persecution 
we can have the same confi-
dence as Paul:   ―I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me.‖ [Philippians 

4:13].  
 Joseph lived many 
centuries before the fulfilment 
of the promise of the Messiah 
and yet his confidence in, and 
dependence on, God did not 
falter. How much more should 
we trust the God whose only 
Son walked this earth and died 
an ignominious death so that 
we might become His heirs and 
joint-heirs with Christ! 
 Joseph is regarded as a 
―type‖ of Christ and this is 
particularly evident in the way 
he sought reconciliation with 
his brothers. There was a great 
famine, and his brothers came 
in search of food. They did not 
recognise him immediately, but 
on the second occasion all was 
made known and they 
discovered that the one they 
had betrayed was not only 
alive, but was ruler over the 
entire land. His repentant 
brothers were later to prostrate 
themselves before him and say: 

―Behold we are your servants‖.  
 Joseph displayed the 
grace of God in his attitude to 
them, speaking kindly to them, 
assuring them that they were 
not to be afraid and adding, ―I 
will provide for you and your 
little ones‖.  The tender, 
compassionate heart of Joseph 
foreshadows the Saviour who 
left His Father‘s glory to come 
to earth so that fallen man 
might be reconciled with a holy 
God. 
 The account of Joseph‘s 
life emphasises that obedience 
is often learned the hard way, 
with temptation, trials and 
suffering.  There are no 
shortcuts if we are to grow and 
mature; we must run the 
course, trusting that God has a 
purpose for us.  
 How thankful believers 
should be to have the Holy 
Spirit within them to mould 
and shape them into what the 
Lord Jesus Christ would want 
them to be. This is the 
preparation required for the 
ultimate goal - to be like Him - 
and to be with Him forever. 
 In Lamentations 3:31-33 
we are given wonderful 
assurance: ―For the Lord will 
not cast off for ever. Though he 
causes grief, yet he will show 
compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies. For 
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he does not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of 
men.‖  
 Joseph spoke clearly 
about how he viewed the events 
of his life:  “God sent me before 
you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you that sent 
me hither, but God”, then later: 
“But as for you, you meant evil 
against me; but God meant it 
for good, in order to bring it 
about as it is this day, to save 
many people alive ”.  
 God transformed the evil 
of a group of men into an 
exceedingly great work. Joseph 
not only saved the lives of many 
people in the ancient world, but 
he also testified to the power 
and goodness of the living God. 
God works His good plan even 
through the evil plans of evil 
people. 
 Joseph finished his days 
with a flourish of faith and of 
trust in God. ―And Joseph said 
to his brethren, „I am dying; 
but God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land 
to the land of which he swore 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.‘ ―[Genesis 50:24] 
 As Joseph‘s life drew to a 
close he could assuredly say 
with the Apostle Paul: ―I have 
fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept 
the faith.‖ [2 Timothy 4:8]. 
 Will we be able to say 
this? Joseph is one of the 
greatest examples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, often referred to 
as the New Testament Joseph. 
He was subject to testing and 
temptation; He was forsaken by 
His brothers; He suffered that 
cruel death on Calvary‘s cross - 
even forsaken by His Father - 
but rose again in triumph, 
making provision for all those 
who will trust in Him. Are you 
among those who have availed 
themselves of the provision 
that He has made, and who 
trust Him for time and for 
eternity?                                      

 
 

THE WEAVER  
My life is but a weaving 
between my Lord and me, 
I cannot choose the colours He 
worketh steadily.  
Oft times He weaveth sorrow, 
and I in foolish pride 
forget He sees the upper but I 
the under side.  
Not till the loom is silent and 
the shuttles cease to fly, 
shall God unroll the canvas and 
explain the reason why.  
The dark threads are as needed 
in the Weaver's skilful hand, 
as threads of gold and silver in 
the pattern life has planned.  
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AN  APPEAL 
 

In the December issue of APC News, there was 
an article óA Jungle Preacherô giving an outline of  

the ministry of Bon Chu Pongdamromgsap in Thailand. 
He is a missionary in Thailand and  our minister  

Revd George Macaskill in Stornoway, went out there  
last October to assist Bon Chu in his work.  

Photos of the mission work were published in that issue of 
The APC News, No 126 November/December 2007. 

 
The people in Thailand are hungry for the gospel. 

They want to know more and more about Jesus Christ. 
But the work is in great need of financial help. 

Ministry teams are available but there is little funding 
to send them out. We have therefore opened a temporary 

account for any of our people to help in this work.  
 

Money goes a long way in Thailandð 
Ã60pays for a studentôs food & lodgings for a year. 

 
Any donations will be most gratefully received. 

Details for donations are as follows: 
 

 Name:  KAREN ACCOUNT 
 Sort Code:   83-27-12 
 A/c No:  00680736 
 Bank:  Royal Bank of Scotland 
 Address:  17 North Beach Street 
    STORNOWAY 
    Isle of Lewis 
    HS1 2XH 
 Telephone 01851 705252 
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Prayer for Revival    
 

“Do it again, Lord.”   
 

Kingsview Christian Centre 

Balnafettack road, 

Inverness IV3 8TF 

T: 01463-716843 

W: www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview  
      

 

The Christian  church has experienced revival and very much 

needs another such visit from God.  

To interest, and hopefully inspire people, a series of meetings 

will be held at Kingsview as listed here.  

May holy anointing from Heaven come down even  before  this 

series of  Talks. 

If the  Speakers agree,  we may put these talks on the Kingsview 

web for a wider audience.  

  

 

Reviews of Revival.   (Oct 08—Apr 09) 

 

October 29:  Revivals of the Bible (W.MacKenzie) 

November 26: Cambuslang Revival  (C.MacInnes) 

December 17:  The Welsh Revival 1904 (Geoff Thomas)  

January 28: Lewis Revival   ( R.McCrimmon)  

February 18: A Forgotten Revival  (John Lister) 

March 25: The Ulster Revival 1859 (Les Dowey) 

April 29:  Skye Revival  ( Steve Taylor) 

http://www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
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ADVERTISING 
RATES 

 

 
Charges for advertising  

in this magazine are as follows 
 
 

     Full Page       £30 
     Half Page      £16 
     Quarter Page    £9 
     Eighth Page       £5 
 

 

Contact: 
Donald C Macaskill 
238 Arbroath Road, 

Dundee DD4 7SB 

Tel 01382 451798 
 

dcmacaskill@blueyonder.co.uk 
www.apcdundee.org.uk 

LISTEN TO  
SERMONS 

 
 

FREE! 
 

Without downloading any 
programmes! 

 
 

JUST ONE CLICK  
 

www.stornowayonlinesermons.org.uk 

THE 
NEXT ISSUE 

 

of APC News! 
 

It is due out on the  

1st WEEK in  

JUNE 

SUBSCRIPTIONS are now DUE 
 

As mentioned in our last issue,  

subscriptions for The APC News for 2008 are now due. 

We thank all those who have supported us with yearly 

subscriptions (which should be seen as a donation). 

We value your support and hope that you may continue to 

receive ‘The APC News’. 

The relevant form is on page 24. 
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Subscriptions & Renewals 

for APC News 
 

The APC News is published 

 6 times per year, beginning with the  

January/February issue. The cost is 

£10 per year including postage   

 

Note for Congregations 
 

Each congregation must contribute a 

minimum of £240 per annum towards 

the APC News Fund as arranged with 

the treasurer Mr Donald M Fraser. This 

is to be considered as a donation towards 

the sustaining of the magazine. 

 Congregations can, if they so wish, 

charge for their own distribution of the 

magazine, or give them away free. 

Cheques should be made out to 

‘APC News’ 

and sent to the address below. 

Please state if acknowledgement of 

donation is required. 
 

Mr D M Fraser,  

Publications Treasurer, 

óStratharrisô, 

Daviot, by Inverness, IV2 5XQ 

Telephone 01463-772253 

Email: 

donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 

Name.................................................... 
 

Address................................................  

 

..............................................................  

 

.............................................................. 
 

Postcode.........……..... 
 

Tel No.................……….. 
 

Email…………………………………. 

Publication Details 
 
 

‗The APC News‘  
is published 6 times per year on the 
first weekend of the second month 

 

January/February 
March/April 

May/June 
July/August 

September/October 
November/December 

 
Copy deadline dates are the  

1st day of the 1st month 
 (eg for May/June magazine,  

last copy date, 1st May) 
 

All the views expressed in this  
magazine are not necessary those of the  

editor or the denomination.  
The articles are meant to stimulate and 

provoke a serious study of Holy  
Scripture. All articles not attributed to an 

author are by the editor. 
 

Articles can be sent by email (preferable), 
or on CD in Microsoft Word.  

Clearly printed manuscripts, double  
spaced in one column is also acceptable. 

Photographs can be sent 
by post or by e-mail in .jpeg format. 

 
There is no copyright on any of the  

articles that do not bear the author‘s  
name, and such articles may therefore  
be reprinted, with or without credit.  

Other articles may require the  
permission of the authors. 

 

Editor: 
Revd Donald C Macaskill 

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 
7SB 

Tel 01382 451798 
E-mail:  

dcmacaskill@blueyonder co.uk 

 


