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EDITORIAL

Love Rules Supreme
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HE APOSTLE James is

perhaps known as the most

strict of all the apostles. He
insists that works must accompany
profession of faith. For him it is
not sufficient to say we have faith,
there must be the fruit in our lives.

Yet, James was full of love—
real love, the kind of love that he
saw daily in his Brother - the Lord
Jesus Christ. Having lived with the
son of God, and very likely having
slept in the same room with Him,
he was privileged to see perfection
in human nature throughout all
the years of childhood,
adolescence and manhood.

James would have seen how
human nature should react and
respond in every situation, under
every pressure and strain. He
would have witnessed the perfect
example of domestic life.

James was not a woolly or
indecisive person. He was firm and
adamant and may well have been
one of the believers in Jerusalem
who, years after Paul’s conversion,
refused to believe that Paul was a
true disciple [see Acts 9:26]. But
despite James’ insistence on works
as fruit in the Christian life, he
makes it very plain that the over-
ruling principle in Christian living

is love. He agrees with the Paul
‘the greatest is love’. He says that if
we really fulfil the Royal Law we
will be shown mercy. James spells
out what the royal lawis “ Y o u
shall love your neighbour as

y 0 u r samdimhbkes the point that
it is not a legalistic outward form

oflove, butlove* accor di ng

Scr i p{seedames2:8-13].
That means that the motive
behind all our deeds must be pure
and from the principle of love.
Paul in Scripture insists that love
must be out of a pure heart. He

reminds young Timothy that“ T h e

aim of our charge is love that
issues from a pure heart and a
good conscience and a sincere

f ai andgoesontosay“ | ov e
another earnestly from a pure
heart’ [1Tim 1:5,22]. At least

ten times in Scripture we are

commanded“ t o | ove t he

all your heart
Of course there is no
contradiction between love and
law-keeping. When James tells us
to fulfil the Royal Law, he is asking
us to demonstrate our love by
obeying the one we love—the
Royal Lawgiver. All law is actually
the fruition of love. Law was made

to maintain, protect and promote
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love. Paul told the Romans that
“Love is the ful
[Rom 13:10]. Law is essential to
love. The common term ‘Love
keeps marriage’ is incorrect. The
reverse is the case, ‘Marriage keeps
love’. The marriage contract
reminds both parties of their vows
and the commitment they made to
each other and is a means to
encourage faithfulness.

It seems, that at the end of
the day, we are all going to be
judged by this Royal Law (* Y o u
shall love your neighbour as
y 0 ur 3. &ainds 8ays that as this
is the case, wemust* s o spe
so act as those who are to be
judged under t he
[Jam 2:12]. He says clearly that we
are going to be judged by this law
of liberty.

The point he is making is
that if we have enjoyed the liberty
with which Christ has made His
people free, then we ourselves will
reflect that liberty in our treatment
of others. Having received mercy
ourselves, we will be quick to
administer it to others also. As
James puts it, judgment will be
“without mercy t
s hown n o meariungcthyt'if
we have not shown mercy (love),
we will not receive mercy when we

are judged.
James urges his readers to
“So speak ,e&edideliveso

that are so conscious of Christ’s
love to us, that we in turn will be
compassionate towards others.
Showing mercy is more important
than a legalistic observance of the

law—this is what James means
fl i whénihewsagys “oMe rtchye tlraiw’'mp h
over | ud[dammesht "
Like the other apostles,
James knows the real fruit of
union with Christ. If Christ is in
us, we will have His heart and we
will recognise that mercy is man’s
greatest need. Justice only
condemns us, but mercy saves us.
All the disciples emphasise
the importance of love. Peter
perhaps puts it most poignantly
when he says just after speaking of
self-control and sober-mindedness
“Above all, keep |
a kanahercearnestly, since love
covers a mul tTotude o
| pashy thepbinthdimie keradded”
“Show hospitality to
without grumbling. As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of
God' s var 1®Pd2:giolace”
Peter is saying that God’s
grace is to be used by His people
and we must use it in love towards
one another ungrudgingly. Above
all things, Peter says, we must
show this grace of love in serving
one another in our relationships
0 togetler. wh o has
If we have tasted that the
Lord is gracious, we will be
overwhelmed at the extent of
God’s grace—to whom and on
whom it can reach—the very worst
aand1dwest. And He chose us, in
love, before the foundation of the
world [Eph 1:4,5].
What a wonderful Saviour
we have in Christ Jesus, for in Him
love never fails. n

ov
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Prayer for Revival

ADo 1t

agai n,

Kingsview Christian Centre

Balnafettack road,
Inverness IV3 8TF
T: 01463-716843

W: www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

Lo

The Christian church has experienced revival and very much

needs another such visit from God.

To interest, and hopefully inspire people, a series of meetings

will be held at Kingsview as listed here.

May holy anointing from Heaven come down even before this

series of Talks.

If the Speakers agree, we may put these talks on the Kingsview

web for a wider audience.

Reviews of Revival. (Wednesdays once per month)

October 29:

Revivals of the Bible (W.MacKenzie)

November 26: Cambuslang Revival (C.MacInnes)
December 17: The Welsh Revival 1904 (Geoff Thomas)

January 28:
February 18:
March 25:
April 29:

Lewis Revival ( R.McCrimmon)

A Forgotten Revival (John Lister)
The Ulster Revival 1859 (Les Dowey)
Skye Revival ( Steve Taylor)
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http://www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

Scripture tells us that being
faithful is using all your gifts to
promote God’s kingdom. It is
promote rather than defend. “* We |
done good and faithfuls e r v a n
was said to the industrious
servant engaged in the
promotion and advancement
of the Kingdom. Too often we are
satisfied being in ‘maintenance’
mode, keeping the status quo! It
was to the servant who did nothing
in the way of advancing God’s
kingdom that Jesus said“ y o u
wicked and slothful/lazy
s e r v @viat 25:26]. We should
not be content with the status quo
but seek to be more fruitful!
“Every branch of
not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit
He prunes, that it may bear more
f r u[Johid 15:2]. Paul wanted to
go to Rome so that he could bear
fruitin Rome“ t hat | mi (¢
somefruita mong [Ranu”
1:13] We need to labour among
those who never heard the gospel.
(4) Bob, prepare for
shocks! The ministry is full of

surprises — and you will very likely

say after some years (if you
haven’t already said it), ‘Well, if I
knew it was going to be like this, I

| would not have gone into the

t nfinistry’!! But, of course you will
not really really mean it! It is likely
that you will be upset at what God
will ask you to do! Ask Moses,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel — none
of them were ecstatic about what
God wanted them to do!

Remember God’s plans are
not our plans! They differ quite a
bit!!

(5) Prepare for not being
acknowledged! You serve Christ
— do not look for rewards here on
earth. Do not be discouraged when

Mpeople do hdt aknowledge the
sacrifices you have made for them!
That’s what the ministry is about!
“Be str olhogd'!iPaul t he
made so many sacrifices for the
Corinthians — and what did he get

Hrom thean? Ristrust!
Misunderstood! Disloyalty! That’s
what the ministry is about Bob!
God will acknowledge you and
reward you — in His time — and

after at the judgment!* Be str ong

in thd Lord” n

“WHAT IS GOD LOOKING FOR in the world? Assistants? No. The gospel
is not a help-wanted ad. It is a help-available ad. Nor is the call to Chris-
tian service a help-wanted ad. God is not looking for people to work for
Him but people who let Him work mightily in and through them: “ T h e
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong

support to those

whose hedaChroi6s]..bl amel

Our people will ask as we teach them them these things, ‘What does God
want from us?’ Not what they might expect. God rebukes Israel for bring
Him so many sacrifices [Psa 50:9,10,12]...God will gladly receive anything
from us that shows our dependence and His all-sufficiency”. John Piper
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Jonathan Edwards

NE OF THE greatest theo-
logians of all time was
Jonathan Edwards. Sam
Storms has written a book about
his theology regarding the Holy
Spirit. It is most interesting to
read some of what Edwards him-
self believed and practised.
Edwards did not believe that
conviction of sin was a necessary
prelude to conversion. For Ed-
wards himself, confessions of sin
and the struggle for repentance
came after his conversion. It
came only as he progressively grew
in the knowledge and beauty and
sweetness of Christ. Edwards was
more concerned with the nature of
one’s spiritual experience than
with its order and sequence. Ed-
wards does not talk of his life in a
‘before’ and ‘after’ conversion in
the way many people do today.
Edwards loved solitude. His
understanding of true godliness
was having sweet fellowship with
God. Contemplating and meditat-
ing on God and enjoying His pres-
ence and fellowship was for him
the real proof of godliness. He
spoke of “often walking alone in
the woods and solitary places, for
meditation, soliloquy, and prayer”.
He praised a thirteen year-
old girl (who later became his
wife) for loving to be alone, walk-
ing in the fields and groves for she
seemed to have some one invisible

always conversing with her.

Edwards life ‘was one of
single-minded pursuit of the
knowledge and experience of God.
He rigorously monitored what he
ate and drank in order to maxi-
mise his intellectual and physical
efficiency. He vehemently resisted
anything that threatened to dimin-
ish his power of concentration or
distract his focus’.

For Edwards, God was not
simply to be known or under-
stood—he was to be enjoyed! He
constantly spoke of the ‘sweetness’
of Christ and God. Nothing sur-
passed the enjoyment of God.

Perhaps what is most sur-
prising to us, but not surprising
when one understands Edwards
love for Christ, was his love for the
Song of Solomon! It was the bibli-
cal book which affected him most!

Loving God was an end in
itself. There is no higher aspiration
than to love God—it is the whole
purpose of our creation and re-
demption. ‘Complete absorption in
God, rapt enjoyment of the divine
‘sweetness’, and forgetfulness of
one’s self—here in a nutshell is
Edwards spiritual ideal’.

‘Signs of the Spirit’, an in-
terpretation of ‘Religious Affec-
tions’ by Sam Storms, is most
helpful in understanding Edwards’
thoughts. Crossway Books, ISBN

978-1-58134-932-0 n
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Weather Faith

An Open Hand or a Clenched Fist?
The Frightening Reality of a Fair

say it, so I'll come straight to

the point. Last Sunday, August
17, 2008, I came face to face with
the fragility and weakness of my
faith in God. It may have been the
most frightening moment in my
Christian life. Let me explain.

On Wednesday, August 13th,
just five days earlier, I was in
Oklahoma City meeting with the
staff of Bridgeway Church. During
lunch, as I was about to respond to
another question, my cell phone
rang. It's every parent's worst
nightmare.

My younger daughter, Joey
(23), was hysterical and virtually
incoherent. It took at least ten
minutes for me to get her calm
enough that I could understand
what she was saying amidst the
tears and shock. She had been on
her way back to Kansas City from
Branson, Missouri, when her car
grazed the side of a large truck
that had moved into her blind
spot. She was instantly airborne,
her car virtually flying through the
air at 65 mph.

The car flipped upside
down, but not as you might expect.
It didn't roll over, side to side, but
rather back to front. The nose of
the car dipped as the rear end

I DON’T KNOW HOW else to

rose, eventually landing on its
roof. Joey immediately unhooked
her seat belt, pushed away the
airbag, and fell to the roof of the
car which was now the floor.

Her immediate instinct was
to call me. But I was helpless to do
anything, being nearly four hours
away. I called Ann in Kansas City
and she quickly made her way to
the hospital in Bolivar, Missouri,
where the police took Joey for an
examination.

Miraculously and mercifully
she had only an abrasion on her
neck from the seat belt and a slight
chemical burn on her forearm. No
broken bones. No internal injuries.
No bleeding. She was sore for
several days (and still is, as of
Wednesday, August 20th), but was
graciously preserved from any
serious injury. Everyone at the
scene said they'd never seen an
accident like that in which the
driver walked away unscathed.
The car was thoroughly crushed
and destroyed. We have pictures to
prove it. "I have no explanation for
why your daughter isn't dead,"
said the police officer to me on the
phone.

You may wonder, then, why
Sunday would have been a difficult
day for me. I was filled with such

Address to Revd Bob
Hackett after Licensing

On 12 September, Bob Hackett passed his final trials be-
fore Presbytery and was addressed by Revd D C Macaskill
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ONGRATULATIONS Bob.

You've past your final

presbytery exams. Although
you have been preaching for years,
the presbytery now send you out
with their authority to preach.

Just as in a driving test, the
driving examiner is there beside
you to test you, God is now there
beside you to help you! Of course,
as in driving, passing your test,
does not mean you cannot have an
accident, so you still need to be
careful! There is need now, more
than ever, to be humble!
Welcome to the ministry Bob. I've
been asked to say a few words of
advise to you.

(1) People, not books are
now your main focus, nothing else.
All kinds of people — perhaps
especially the lost, those who
doubt and are needing to be
snatched from the fire! As Jude
tells us, you have to help them and
save them! Amongst the large
crowd Jesus sought out the
worst criminal there —
Zacchaeus! Luke tells us that Jesus
said“ t he
seek and to save the lost” [Luke
19:10]. On another occasion Jesus
said “ |
righteous but sinners to

S 0 ncamédto Ma 1

have not c o

r e pent[aukese32] Idonot
think the Reformed Church is
spending enough time ‘seeking
out’ sinners and trying to save the
wicked! They are content to
minister to the same people
without concern for those who
have never heard the gospel.

(2) You must address our
generation, the 215t Century
people. The Apostle Paul said of
David “ H served his
generation”’ [Acts 13:36]. It is
very tempting to live in the past
but God has called you to serve our
generation with all its technology
and culture and problems and
sins. The gospel is @riented’ and
‘tailor-made’ to meet with the
needs of our generation just as any
other generation. The Holy Spirit
is with us today as He was with the
apostles (He too, is the same
yesterday, today and forever) and
can lead us and guide us how to
address our generation with their
special needs! Our work is to
discover how best to address and
instruct our generation.

(3) Remember faithful-
ness is fruitfulness. Some
people think faithfulness is being

n estrictoandarigid,| immdwveable,

sticking with the past. But
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onboard the sailing ship do? He
went on deck and was obviously
seen by others. He was not
parading himself, but making a
public confession of his faith in the
prayer-answering God. He was
confessing by his actions his belief
in God.

He prayed, and God did
what God always does. He
answered. In this instance the
specific request was granted. At
other times, God denies the
request or delays delivering it.
What gives great confidence and
peace to those who sincerely pray,
is that God is committed, in his
wisdom and tender care, to
respond in the way that is best. So
what happened at sea to the
missionary upon his knees?

Read the poem by Paul
Leaman, and be encouraged.

A sailing ship went out to sea,
To a land far, far away;

The wind was strong as it sailed
along,

And made good time underway.

The sky was blue, the water too
The two came together as one;
They sailed on their way,

For many a day, under the
burning sun.

Then the wind died down,
The sails, they just flopped;
And that stately ship,

Well, it just stopped.

Over a week, the sea was as glass,
All began to wonder, would
supplies last?

A Missionary passenger came on
deck,

And prayed, that the calm soon
would pass.

Before ending his prayer,

The wind began to blow;

All the crew was watching,

As the Missionary went below.

That sailing ship went to sea,

The crew all wondered what they
would see;

They saw a man upon his knees,
A man in touch with eternity.

©Paul Leaman

Just remember the words of
R.M. McCheyne: “what a man is
on his knees, that he is before God
and nothing more.”

Malcolm MacInnes, Moderator

CORRECTION

A small number of people were upset at a phrase in last month’s editorial.
It was on page 2, where we were pointing out that only Jesus Christ, no
one, or no thing, is to be worshipped but Him. Unfortunately, we put
“make Jesus our only idol”, instead of “make Jesus our only object of wor-
ship”. We apologise for this mistake and to those who were offended.

indescribable gratitude for what
God had done. My heart was
flooded with joy and delight as I
reflected on how close she had
come to death and how wonderful
it was that she emerged without
serious harm.

The tears of thanksgiving
and profound appreciation and
worship flowed freely and
unashamedly. My hands were
lifted high in adoration and praise
as we sang that now familiar and
somewhat dated chorus, "He is
exalted, the King is exalted on
high, I will praise Him!" We then
sang what has quickly become one
of my favorites, "Beautiful," by
Phil Wickham, one verse of which
is as follows:

"I see your power in the
moonlit night

Where planets are in motion
and galaxies are bright

We are amazed in the light
of the stars

It's all proclaiming who You
are, You're beautiful!"

Suddenly, my hands began
to tremble ever so slightly. The
tears dried up.

Without warning, giving me
no chance to prepare my heart,
this horrifying thought raced
through my mind: "Would I be
lifting my hands in love and
adoration of the Lord if Joey had
died last Wednesday? Or would
my raised and open hand be a
clenched and defiant fist? If she,
like so many who had similar
wrecks, had died, would I have
praised God for being ‘Beautiful"'?

I was spiritually paralyzed. A
shiver of raw fear ran down my
spine. No words can adequately
explain the emotional terror that
gripped my soul.

Was I the sort of person
who would only worship and
honor and love God so long as he
saved my daughter's life? Was I
the sort who would happily and
profusely speak of the mercy of
divine providence only if it shined
on me favorably?

If Joey had not survived the
wreck, or if she had been severely
injured or paralyzed, would I have
declared God to be beautiful, or
would I have seen him as ugly and
uncaring and indifferent? Was my
faith the sort that flourished only
in fair weather, or would it
withstand the storm of tragedy
and loss of the worst imaginable
kind?

I couldn't answer my own
questions. I froze in fear. Would I
have cursed God instead of
extolling him had my precious
little girl died? How have other
people coped when their child was
lost? What did they think of God?
Was he still worthy of their praise?
Was he still deserving of their
devotion and affection and love?
Was he still "exalted" as "King on
high"? Was he still beautiful in
their eyes?

I wish I could tell you that I
reassured myself by saying, "Hey,
Sam, don't worry. Of course you'd
still love God. The pain would be
unbearable, but your faith would
withstand the test. You're strong.

The APC News No 131

[20] September/October 2008

The APC News No 131

September/October 2008



After all, you're a Calvinist. Your
whole life and ministry are built on
the stability and strength of divine
sovereignty."

I wish I could tell you that's
what passed through my mind.
But it didn't. Maybe I would still
have praised him. I certainly hope
so. Oh, God, please let it be so! But
I felt vulnerable in that moment in
a way I never have before. I felt
weak and frail and terrified that
my faith was only as good as were
the circumstances of my life.

I have many times glibly
and proudly quoted the words of
Job: "Naked I came from my
mother's womb, and naked shall I
return. The Lord gave, and the
Lord has taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord" [Job 1:21].

It's always been easy,
because the Lord has not as yet
"taken away" anything of great
value to me. He came close, but he
gave her back. If he hadn't, could I
have honestly and sincerely said,
"Blessed be the name of the Lord"?

I don't know. That's what
scares me.

I want to believe that I
would still love and honor God
following the sort of loss Job
suffered. I desperately want to
believe it. I labor in my study of
God's Word and in prayer and in
so many other ways to cultivate a
heart that is quick to submit to his
sovereign ways. But I would be
less than honest if I didn't say that
I was shaken the other day.

There's no great struggle in
affirming God's sovereignty when
he has given rather than taken
away. I felt no strain last Sunday
in saying, "Blessed be the name of
the Lord," because Joey was
standing next to me. Had it been
otherwise, would I follow the
advice of Job's wife and "curse
God and die" [Job 2:9]? I don't
know. I pray not. God help me.

Sam

The above article is published with
kind permission from Dr Sam
Storms whose website can be
found at:
www.enjoyinggodministries.com

From the Moderatorods Desk

A Man Upon His Knees

Revd Dr Malcolm MacInnes

“GENUINE EVANGELICAL CONTRITION —as opposed to legalistic,
fearful sadness simply owing to threats—is a sorrow for not having
holiness. But now we have to be careful here. It is possible to weep over
not having holiness not because you love God and want to enjoy all that
he is for you in Christ but because you fear the punishment that comes
from not having holiness. Many a criminal will weep when his sentence is
read, not because he has come to love righteousness, but because his
freedom to do more unrighteousness is taken away. That kind of weeping
is not true evangelical repentance. And it does not lead to radical Christian

obedience.”

John Piper— Brothers We Are Not Professionals”
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HE STORY IS TOLD of a

sailing ship that set out on a

voyage. At first, with a
favourable wind, the ship cut
through the waves, but that was
not to last. The wind dropped and
the ship, with limp sails, sat
motionless for days on end.
Anxious thoughts began to take
over in the minds of the crew and
all others on board. Would
supplies of food and water last?

Among the passengers there
was a man on a mission for his
God. He was on a journey to tell
people about the power of God to
save from sin, through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

It might be easier to
theorize about God’s willingness
and ability to forgive sin, than it is
to say to people God answers our
prayers in the material and social
things of our lives.

How much do you believe
that God does intervene, or
‘interfere’, in the details of your
life? The missionary went up on
deck. He could have prayed in his
cabin, and so hid himself, just
incase God did not answer the
prayer for wind to fill the sails. In
that way, he would not have, as the

saying goes, ‘egg on his face’, in
the event of his request for a wind
to fill the sails , and no wind given
by God. Possibly that reflects your
prayer life.

What a hurt to our pride
when we pray in public over an
issue, making specific request, and
God chooses not to grant an
answer as we asked for. We can
even persuade ourselves that this
kind of ‘failure’ in prayer might
damage people’s confidence in
God. Therefore, we will just pray
behind closed doors — it is easier
we suppose.

BUT, maybe that is where
you fail in your prayer life. You do
not pray about details in public
prayer, for the reasons just stated.
It is possible that you do not pray
much in private about them either.
Jesus did teach us to go in behind
the ‘closed door’ to pray in
private, and that our Heavenly
Father will reward us publicly.
There can be no denying the fact
that Jesus said that, and it must be
true. Jesus also warned against
the self-parading prayer of the
Pharisee in the temple.

So, what about prayer in
public? What did the missionary
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PRESBYTERY

Reporting Back

HE SCOTTISH Presbytery

met on 12th September.

Some matters arose as a
result of previous business.
Representatives reported on
discussions that had taken place in
their local congregations about
how to promote religion in the
home. Final arrangements were
made for the induction on 19th
September of Rev John Van Eyk to
the Tain and Fearn congregation.

There was a report on a
meeting of church representatives
at Holyrood as part of the Scottish
National Conversation; the results
are shown on the Scottish
Government website. The
Presbytery decided to become a
member of ‘Affinity’, an
organisation representing
churches in the Reformed
tradition. The first ordinary
meeting after Assembly is the time
when the Chair is vacated. Rev
Malcolm Maclnnes was appointed
Moderator for 2008/09.

Following the refusal of the
FP Church Synod to discuss with
the APC the relationship between
the two bodies, the presbytery
considered a request from their
Aberdeen congregation. They
asked us to hand over records
from the years before 1989. It was
agreed that extracts might be
provided when necessary.

Most of the Presbytery’s

time was taken up with the
licensing of Mr Bob Hackett (from
Edmonton) as a candidate for the
ministry. He completed his trials
successfully and was duly licensed.

The Training of the Ministry
Committee was instructed to assist
him in his further development.
Bob is responsible to the Canadian
Presbytery, but the relationship
between the two bodies allows
such co-operation to take place.

In view of the condition of
our nation a Day of Prayer was
appointed. Each congregation was
free to choose a suitable day
during the week beginning 7th
December. There was a request
for prayer for the Harris congre-
gation. Their elder, Norman
MacDonald has been seriously ill,
and it is not easy to provide for the
people in his absence. Prayer was
also asked for one of the Dundee
elders, whose health is giving
concern.

As we look to the future
there may be opportunities to
bring the gospel to people in areas
where we have not been active
before. Following an item at the
previous presbytery some
information was presented on
population trends in order to
guide presbytery planning. This
will be ongoing. The next ordinary
meeting is due to take place on 2nd
December. n

True Worship

By Wayne Pearce

“1 owi | praise t
heart: before the gods will I sing
praise unto thee. I will worship
toward thy holy temple, and
praise thy name for thy
lovingkindness and for thy truth:
for thou hast magnified thy word
above all

the subject of true worship. I

do so for I am greatly
concerned that what increasingly
passes for worship in the
contemporary church is not true
worship but false worship. Let us
look then at what the psalmist has
to teach us about true worship.

Firstly let us recognise that

true worship is Theocentric. True
worship is always God-centred and
God-focused: “I will praise thee...
before the gods will I sing praise
unt o fthas @od,not self or

I want to focus in this article on

man generally as its object. “ | w

praiset h e,ahat is, the triune
God — one God in three glorious
persons; Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Our chief aim is to glorify
God; to exalt His name and that
includes all that His name
constitutes — all His glorious
attributes.

The fourth question of the
Shorter Catechism asks what is
God and gives the response: ‘God

[Ps.18§:1-20. a 1f

eiga Spirit, tinfiinitey gternalpaad e

unchangeable, in his being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness, and truth’. We must
praise Him accordingly. We must
praise Him for who He is. We
must praise Him for what He has

n edbne and continues to do and will

do as the One who alone is
sovereign.

We must praise Him and
magnify His grace, love and mercy.
We must praise Him with a due
regard for His infinite and
awesome transcendence: “Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and i
[Rev.4:8]. We must worship
therefore with a due sense of godly
fear which is reverence and awe
for we worship the one, true and
living God [Heb.12:22-29].

We must also worship God
however with a due sense of His
lichmanence, that is of His
nearness and favour toward us.
And therefore there must always
be this balance. There must be
intimacy for our relationship to
Him must be a personal and filial
one. Only the believer can truly
worship God. There must be what
the Puritans described as
experiential faith. God has not
only revealed Himself to us but He
has drawn near to us. He has
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chosen, called and saved us for
this very purpose. Only in Christ
canwe“ draw near Wwi
heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with [Hebr e
10:22].

True worship emanates
from the heart. We must be able to
say along with the psalmist: “I will
praise thee with my whole
heart’. The heart in the Bible
refers to the very centre of our
being: it speaks to us of our inner
man; of the intellect, affections,
emotions, will and so on. We must
worship God with our whole
hearts; that is with our mind, will,
feelings and emotions. Let us
understand however that true
worship is a far cry from the
ecstatic, sensual and sentimental
worship advocated by many today.

God’s word says: “ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye
shall search for me with all your
h e a tJer29:13]. “...the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given
unt o [Runs5:5b]. We must
worship the Lord with all our
heart; not half-heartedly or with
divided loyalties and therein lies
the problem with so much modern
worship. It is man-centred instead
of God centred! I'm not referring
to the forms of worship here but
the focus of our worship. You see,
too many people start with the
wrong focus: they ask does this
please me; does this satisfy me; do
I enjoy this; what do I get out of

this; does this correspond to what

I think or feel worship should be?

tf h a Ot alteunatively, in our
seeker friendly age, they might ask
will this attract the unbeliever;
what will the so-called seeker get

woattofethis? What will they
understand by this; will this make
and keep him or her happy. The
fundamental problem with this
approach is that it is wholly
unbiblical for it has as its focus
and locus man and his preferences
and perceived needs instead of the
Lord God.

True worship by contrast is
always Theocentric rather than
anthropocentric. We must
continue to stand with our
Reformed forefathers and say soli
Deo Gloria — to God alone be the
glory. Any other sort of worship is
not true worship but instead it is
idolatry: “before the gods will I
sing praise unto

Just as Israel was
surrounded by no end of false
religions and all manner of weird
and wonderful religious practices
so are we. Just as there was always
a degree of pressure to conform to
the ways of the world and the
prevailing culture of the
surrounding nations so today we
constantly face the same
challenges and pressures. Let us
not be found wanting. Sola
scriptura, not sola cultura must be
our cry. The contemporary
church’s clamour for relevance
which is particularly manifest in
its worship practices is only
making her an irrelevance! She
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he

favourite person; It may be
somebody who has a personality
that clashes with yours, so what.

o n e w/hThey are seeking to love and
honour desuste the' best of their
ability that’s what really matters.
Don’t stop or hinder or make snide
comments about him or her or
them, rather will them. They are
not going to loose their reward
their work is infinitely precious to
the heart of Jesus. JR

Otherwise their prayer really is, let
no one or no group be better than
us, let us be the greatest.
Jesussaid,“ No
does a miracl &hisi n
is not a dead formula, but it is:
believing, honouring,
acknowledging all that the blessed
name of Jesus stands for. It is very
broad, very certain and very
defining. It may not be the person
you expected; It may not be your

Success for Religious Freedom

S WE GO TO PRESS news has come in that The Christian Institute
have won a major battle against Google the internet giant search
engine.

Google will not allow adverts for websites which contain ‘abortion
and religion-related content’. The company blocked a pro-life ad for the
Christian Institute’s website, Christian.org.uk because it is a religious
website. The Christian Institute say this was unlawful discrimination, so
they took legal action.

The blockage is particularly distressing as Google allow non-
religious sites to publish their views on anti-abortion. ‘Google promotes
itself as a company committed to the ideals of free speech and the free
exchange of ideas. It is against this standard that Google’s anti-religious
policy is so unjust.

Colin Hart a director of The Christian Institute, has just published
the following statement: ‘I am delighted to tell you that our legal
proceedings against Google for blocking our abortion ad have been settled
on amicable terms.

‘As a result of the court action and other representations made to
Google in recent months, Google has reviewed its AdWords policy to
enable The Christian Institute and other religious associations to place ads
on the subject of abortion in a factual and campaigning way.

‘The new policy will apply world-wide with immediate effect. This is
an important issue of free speech and religious liberty and we are very
pleased with Google's constructive response to this matter.

“This is yet another success for our Legal Defence Fund. We thank
God for this result and we thank you for your prayers and support.’ n
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private prayers should not be self-
centred but reflective of his
membership in the Body of the
Messiah.”

The above comment is so
excellent I thought it would do
every one of us good to ponder it
and apply it to our own prayer life
and not least to our attendance at,
meetings for prayer with other
believers.

The last matter I want to
share with you is from Mark 9:38-
41“ Teactddohd,“ we s 4
a man driving out demons in your
name and we told him to stop,
because he was ng¢

“Do not sdemp h
said. “No one who does a miracle
in my name can in the next
moment say anything bad about
me, for whoever is not against us
is for us. I tell you the truth,
anyone who gives you a cup of
water in my name because you
belong to Christ will certainly not
|l ose his reward.

What a dire situation to be
in to be possessed by a demon.
What an amazing ministry to have
to be used by God to drive out
demons in the name of Jesus.
What an unspeakable affront to
stop somebody doing such a work
because “he was not one of us.” Yet
this is exactly what John did.
Surely a warning to us all not to be
so much in love with our own little
group that we are blind to the
amazing good that others are
doing.

The message of Jesus is so
clear," Do not sntapthey h

always ring in our ears in such
situations. Of all the things one
could do, to encourage, to help, to
inspire, to pray for, to will on a
good man doing a good work, but
human nature is so perverse even
in a true disciple (and he had
plenty supporters it seems “ w e
t ol d )Buishotk horror, they
told the man to stop.
They were really saying,
although not in so many words,
stop doing good, don’t cast out any
\ wmnore demons, leave those
individuals under the power of the
demons, we forbid you to do any

t more ofehis anfd suchdike”
reéntiments. What confusion good
men can cause when they take too
narrow a view of things. Did they
think they had a monopoly of
Christ and of God?

Being one of them was not
the issue, but the man’s
relationship to Christ was.

It should be remembered in every
Christian group, that it is so
human and so easy to think that
your own group is the best if not
the only one that is really properly
qualified to do the Lord’s work.
Shame on us, if we ever think
along such lines.

This is the mark of false
zeal, spiritual pride and very poor
discernment although we probably
think our discernment is at an all
time high when we have such a
spirit. Let every group and
individual do their best for Jesus
and since they are by no means
perfect let them pray that others

i do’even better than them.
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appears to ignore God’s word
which says that the friendship of
the world is enmity with God. The
psalmist by contrast remains
steadfast in his God-given, God-
centred and God-focused worship
and so must we. Majority or
popular opinion does not
determine what is right; neither do
notions and feelings or what we
perceive the desires and needs of
others might be. As soon as we are
asking the question what might
appeal to the world we have lost
sight of the truth that our worship
must be Theocentric regardless of
what others might say to the
contrary.

Secondly true worship is
Christocentric. “I will worship
toward t hy Hhimothey
Old Testament times the Temple
was a symbol of God’s presence
with His people. It was there that
He chose to make His abode and
where the Shekinah glory was
manifest. The Temple was the
place where the children of Israel
met with God; it was the place
where reconciliation was sought by
penitent sinners; it was the place
where prayers and intercessions
were made to God.

It was also, the place where
unity was to be found — all the
tribes had to come up to the
Temple. Thus even in exile Daniel
prayed three times a day facing the
Temple: “Now when Daniel knew
that the writing was signed, he
went into his house; and his
windows being open in his
chamber toward Jerusalem, he

kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he did
af or e {Dambéeld]. However as
the Lord Jesus makes all too clear,
the Temple was merely a type of
which He is the antitype, reality
and fulfilment. “Jesus answered
and said unto them, Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will
raise it up. Then said the Jews,
Forty and six years was this
temple in building, and wilt thou
rear it up in three days? But he

[Jn 2:19-21].

God has chosen to make His
presence truly known in Jesus
Christ: He is Immanuel — God
with us. He is the brightness of His
t| eghoyy,Ithe éxpress image of His
person. Only in Christ are we
reconciled to God for He is the
only Saviour of sinners — He alone
made atonement for our sins; He
alone propitiated the divine wrath
against sinners; He only expiated
our sin. Therefore only in Christ
do we have peace with God; only
in Christ can we draw near to God;
only in Christ do we have access to
God for He alone is our Advocate
and Intercessor with the Father.
Only in Christ do we have access
into the holy of holies and to the
throne of grace; only in Christ are
we heirs of all God’s promises;
only in Christ do have light, life
and salvation; only in Jesus Christ
is true church unity to be found -
and that necessitates believing in
and following the whole Christ as
Lord and Saviour, as His people’s
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Prophet, Priest and King. And so
we must worship the Father
through the Son — our worship
must be Christocentric — for out of
Christ there is no true worship.

Thirdly true worship is the
good fruit of special revelation:
“and praise thy name for thy
l ovingkindness an
Only the believer can truly say “I
will praise thee with my whole
heart: before the gods will I sing
praise unto thee. I will worship
towar d t hy hForlhig
faith in God is a living reality; he
has a personal relationship with
God and the Lord is His chief
desire and delight. Why, because
God has revealed Himself to him
by His word and Spirit.

Only the person who is born
again can truly and meaningfully
say I will praise thee. Man is born
naturally predisposed against God
and the things of God. We are born
dead to God. The unregenerate
man is at enmity with God and
hence he needs a new heart and a
new spirit. And these are given in
the Covenant of Grace: “A new
heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh. And I
will put my spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments,
and do them. And ye shall dwell in
the land that I gave to your
fathers; and ye shall be my
people, and I will be your God
[Eze 36:26-28]. And therefore only

—

the recipients of special revelation
can worship God aright. Thus the
psalmist says: “and praise thy
name for thy lovingkindness and
f or t h yGodsfowihghkirid-
ness speaks to us of His grace, love
and mercy; it speaks to us of His
favour — undeserved, unmerited as

dit isffor unwdrthyy helt desertirg” .

sinners.

All that we have is from God
and it is only those who are
recipients of sovereign, saving

egnage wleo’can truly praise Him
aright. By contrast “the natural
man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are

spiritual |l pCod2i1g]lc er ne

Fourthly and finally true
worship is fashioned and regulated
by the word of God: “for thou hast
magnified thy word above all thy
n a melL2t us confess that we
cannot truly know God and know
His will apart from His word. It
must come first for it determines
all else. Natural revelation
(Creation, Providence, Conscience,
Common Grace and such like) is
too difficult a map to read in order
to reveal God to us and what duty
God requires of us.

Even in Paradise, in a state
of innocence, man needed the
word and thus how much more so
we sinners, without which we must
ever grope in the dark concerning
the doctrine of God, man, sal-
vation and all attendant doctrines.
And we are reminded of this truth
here in relation to true worship
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primarily aimed at non believers.
Many believers attend for re-
assurance or because of niggling
doubts or to get a clearer grasp of
the basics or simply to support the
laudable effort that is being made.
We rejoice that people are pointed
to Christ.

We are very encouraged in
the work here and are thrilled at
how things are working out in
God’s gracious providence but we
long and pray for more fruit in
people being converted and
believers being built up in the
faith. Pray that plans and hopes
for reaching the teenagers come to
fruition. We wondered three years
ago if any young adult would ever
step into the “Charity Shop” well a
great number have but the step
from the shop to the church is a
gigantic one but with your help in
praying for us we believe it will
happen with all age groups. We
want the trickle to become a
stream.

We had a most enjoyable
and encouraging visit to the Tain
and Fearn congregation on the 19th
of September for the Induction of
Revd John Van Eyk. We felt like
thosein Psalm 126,“ Our mo
were filled with laughter, our

was licensed to preach this also
was a huge encouragement as
newer and younger preachers will
have a very fruitful ministry
among us and that they will see
greater blessings than we ever saw.
It is a great reason to praise and
thank God that these and other
preachers of much younger
vintage than ourselves are among
us. Satan does not like, or rather
hates new and old ministries that
exalt Christ, so all true preachers,
regardless of where they work and
who they work with should be in
my prayers much more and
possibly yours.

We are preaching from the
Acts of the Apostles most Sundays
and were looking at all of Chapter
12 earlier this week. Verse5“ S o
Peter was kept in prison, but the
church was earnestly praying to
God f o rDr DavidiStern.a
Messianic Jew living in Jerusalem
says in his ‘Jewish New Testament
Commentary’, this is ‘A five-point
teaching on prayer. “Prayer must
be (1) intense, not casual; (2)
ongoing (was being made; the
Greek verb tense implies
continuing activity); (3) to God —
u|t ih ntact with the living God
(possible only through Yeshua i.e.

tongues with s on dsJesasfJohn 04y6), not with empte

Lord has done great things for
t h e We Hope and pray
multiplied blessings for the
congregation, the minister and his
family, the various churches in the
area and the community at large.
The previous week at our
Presbytery meeting, Bob Hackett

repetition [Mat 6:7] and not in
unbelief [Heb.11:6]; (4) specific,
not vague (on his behalf); “ Yo u
don"t
a s kJames 4:2-3] and (5)
communal (by the Messianic
community) — the believer is not
called to an isolated life; even his
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concern for a while that I, as the
minister in the congregation, must
ensure that the Gospel is preached.

To say that we are Reformed
and hold to the Bible and
Westminster Confession, does not
necessarily mean that the Gospel
is preached. Many people in the
congregation have grown up with
the Bible, and know its stories and
no doubt intellectually its
doctrines, even about Christ and
his death on the cross. Yet, if
people are seemingly well-
informed in Bible teaching, but are
not born-again, what is there left
to tell them? I have no other
message to preach but that Jesus
Christ died for the ungodly who
are to trust in him for a sure
salvation.

That same Jesus who loved
his church and gave himself for the
salvation of his people, deserves
the whole-hearted commitment of
his believing people. Can any of us
sit comfortably while there are
unconverted people in our family
or church circle? Can we be at ease
when we ourselves or our fellow-
believers do not have Jesus as the
passion of our hearts.?

By this time, if you have
read this far, you may be asking —
What was this got to do with
,hews" from a Iebr
me tell you. If there is no other
message to preach, and if the
message is preached, but little sign
of souls being born again, or signs
of ‘obsession with Jesus’ in a
church family, I myself cannot be

satisfied with the ‘status quo’.

One of the highlights of the
week in Inverness/Dingwall
congregation is the Sunday
morning prayer time. Not always,
nor automatically, but very often it
isa time of a heart-moving sense
of God, a preparation for the
public worship times that follow,
and an inspiration to hope that the
Holy Spirit will come down one
day in a power that will give life
and shape the direction in which
we journey to death.

Calum Maclnnes

EDINBURGH

Dear friends, we sincerely, warmly
and humbly thank all who support
this work whether they live close at
hand or far away. Support is given
by prayer, by donations of goods
or money, by words of interest and
encouragement, by giving a
helping hand, by patronising or
visiting the shop and last but not
least by attending the services and
having a genuine interest in the
gospel. May we never cease to give
thanks for each and everyone.

We are looking forward to
having Andy Chittock leading a
holiday club for the children on
the 10t -12th October DV and
would greatly appreciate prayer
for this - before, during and after.

gArnamngbarbofithe nezhbouring
congregations are having Alpha
Courses, pray that these courses
are used by the Holy Spirit to
bring many into the Kingdom of
God. It is quite fascinating how
many believers attend these and
similar courses as the courses are

which must be both fashioned and
regulated by the word of truth.
Thus we Reformed Christians
speak of the Regulative Principle
of worship in relation to how we
worship — in the way mandated by
God in His word.

But even more than this it is
Holy Scripture that truly reveals
the One whom we are to worship.
The word reveals God’s glorious
attributes, His amazing grace in
saving rebels and instructs us in all
things pertaining to faith, practice
and life. It is for this very reason
that the doctrine of Holy Scripture
comes first in the Westminster
Confession of Faith. It must come
first for God has chosen it to be so.
Without it we cannot know,

worship and serve God aright -
“thou hast magnified thy word
above all
worshippers of God? Is our
worship Theocentric? Is it
Christocentric? Are we recipients
of His amazing grace? Is our
worship regulated by the word of
truth; that word which makes us
wise unto salvation through faith
in Jesus Christ. That word which is
given by “inspiration of God and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
wo r kKzTim 3:16-17]. It must be
to the praise and glory of God
alone. n

Peter and Rachel Reynolds
Second-hand Christian Books
www.peterreynoldsbooks.com

Nearly 4000 evangelical Christian books

Theology - Scottish Reformed - Commentaries - Christian Life
Devotional - Church History - Biography, including Missionary

We work from our home in the centre of Dingwall. You're welcome
to visit us, and as we're only 5 minutes walk from both the High
Street and Tesco it's easy to combine a visit with a shopping trip.

Please phone first.

15 Mackay Square, Dingwall, IV15 9PA
Telephone: 01349 864711
Email: peter@peterreynoldsbooks.com
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Congregational News

LATIRG/ROGART

As I write we are in good heart and
looking forward to the ministry of
RevD Archie MacPhail to the
Rogart Communion. In addition to
my usual ministry, this month I
have the opportunity to share
God’s word in Lairg primary
school where I am teaching on the
early life of David. I am also
teaching the children to sing
Psalm 100. It has been heartening
to welcome some new faces to our
services: do pray that this might
continue and that some might
become permanent.

I am very much looking
forward to ministering at the
Harris Communion at the end of
September. It will be my first visit
to Harris and I look forward to
meeting our folks there. It has
been most encouraging that CD
recordings of my sermons are
proving helpful to those out with
our congregation. It is also
encouraging to be able to reach a
wider constituency with the
ministry of the word through
SermonAudio.com. It would be
nice to see a good turn out of APC
folks at our first annual conference
of the Northern Reformed
Fellowship at Copperfield House,
Inverness on Saturday 18 October
(11am — 3pm). Our speaker is the
Revd Iain H Murray who is to give

two addresses; one on ‘apostasy’
and another on ‘George Whitefield
and Christian Unity’. Tea and
coffee will be supplied but please
bring along a packed lunch. It
promises to be a good day, DV.
(WP)

KINLOCHBERVIE

Please note that the Lord’s Day
service is no longer held in the
Fisherman’s Mission as the
building has been sold. Instead
our Sabbath service is now held at
the Day Care Centre (part of the
Health Centre) in the heart of the
village at 11.30am. It has been
heartening to welcome a number
of visitors to our services over the
summer months. It was
particularly good to welcome the
Revd Calum MaclInnes to our
Communion in August whose
ministry was much appreciated. It
was most encouraging to welcome
our treasurer, Mr Duncan
Macleod, into full membership. It
continues to be our earnest prayer
that others may follow his
example. (WP)

DUNDEE

We have been encouraged recently
when one of the local young
teenagers who came some years
ago to our Sunday Club, turned up
at the evening service with her
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boyfriend. This girl at one time
said she would never go to church
but she has worshipped with us on
several evenings. Please do pray
that God would bless all the
people , young and old who have
come into our church, for
whatever reason.

We continue to get local
people who have addiction
problems. It is lovely to see them
come as they obviously feel they
are welcomed.

Our newly licensed minister
Revd Bob Hackett from Edmonton
in Canada, spent a lovely Lord’s
Day with us when he preached
both sermons. We were
particularly pleased that four of
the local people were present and
heard an excellent gospel sermon.
We pray that Bob will be called
and ordained to a congregation
soon.

We were delighted to
receive a phone call from Regi who
now lives back in India. Regi and
her family, daughter Sweta and
son Anish worshipped with us for
several years when they were in
Dundee. Her husband is a Sikh,
and they had to move back to
India for employment despite
wanting to stay in Dundee. They
phonedfrom time to time to ask
how we all are. May God bless
them.

Our elder, Paul Scrimgeour
has been ill and has started a
course of chemotherapy. Please
pray that Paul will be restored to
full health and strength. He and
his wife Isabella are a great

support to us. Isabella too has
been unwell but is on the road to
recovery.

The outside of our building
is in great need of repainting. We
would love to do this but the price
is rather costly. We hope after we
have our Charity Sale at the end of
October to have enough funds. We
would be grateful for any help
either financial or in goods for the
sale. The Charity sale is a great
means of evangelism as we have
printed carrier bags with a text on
them and inside is a note thanking
the buyer and a Christian message
and invitation to our services.
Please do pray about these
matters.

INVERNESS/DINGWALL
Recently I came across the
comment that ‘church is not a

h o b b WHy not? Is not a hobby
an matter of interest, occupying
our minds and allowing us gain
some degree of ‘expertise’ in our
chosen pursuit? Maybe so, but
that is as far as we can go in the
analogy.

Here is a dictionary
definition. ‘Hobby= spare-time
activity carried out for personal
a mu s e m&adly, that may
describe some people’s attitude to
‘church and worship’.

With such a dreaded thought in
mind, we are trying in Inverness to
focus attention on the Word of
truth in the Gospel, what it means
to hear about Jesus Christ, and
what it means to experience the
touch of his hand. It has been my
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