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EDITORIAL

A HOLY CULTURE

HE CHURCH IS a holy

culture. It is not a sub-

culture. It is a complete
culture within itself. And it is a
counter-culture to society. Its
purpose is to change the culture of
society into a Godly culture. The
only reason we need to know the
culture we are in, is to find out the
best way to engage it and bring it
into line with God’s will and
purpose.

This idea of a holy people
being a complete culture, can be
seen in both Old Testament and
New Testament. God called Israel
to be a people, not individuals
but a people with a culture, a godly
culture. They were to be a holy
people. If they were obedient to
the Lord, then other nations would
notice them being blessed, and
seek to join them. Being obedient
would mean that* Ma ny
and strong nations shall come to
seek the LORD of hosts...ten men
from the nations of every tongue
shall take hold of the robe of a
Jew, saying, 'Let us go with you,
for we have heard that God is

wi t h {Zech 8:32,23].

Peter tells us that NT
believers* Once wer e nd
people, but now you

peo

people” [1Pet2:10],and“ a s
who called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct’ [1 Pet
1:15]. We know from the book of
Revelation that at the end of
history there will be an
innumerable number from all
nations and languages and
cultures who will worship the Lord
[see Rev 5:9 and 7:9-12]. That
worship in heaven, began on earth
in the hearts of those who know
the Lord.

God has provided His
people with a complete and total
‘economy’ for life and godliness. In
God’s Word there are laws and
regulations covering every aspect
of life on earth. There was not an
area of life over which God did not
provide some regulation. He has
given mankind a complete
compendium of how we may

p glozify Him. Even in what many

may call the mundane things of
life, God rules and has spelled out
His principles for us to follow.
God’s Word tells us what
went wrong with the human race
and how we may be saved, but it
also gives directions how to glorify
God in every day life in our work
tanddn our relationships with one
another, &nd th bus respective
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callings in this world. Rules for
running a business, a government,
a family, a nation, etc, are given in
such books as Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Exodus, etc. There
are principles which are relevant
to all generation and cultures over
all time. God’s Word is the only
rule to direct us in our lives here
on earth.

Craftsmen and artists are
called by God to use their gifts and
talents for His glory. All gifts are
from God and are to be used for
His glory. Moses wrote “ Be z a |
have filled him with the Spirit of
God, with ability and intelligence,
with knowledge and all craftsman
-ship, to devise artistic designs, to
work in gold, silver and bronze, in
cutting stones for setting, and in
carving wood to work in every
c r af[fEt gi:2-4].

Christians have opted out of
education. There is little use of
complaining when children can
have an abortion at 14 years old
when in school, without the
parents knowing, if Christians
remain silent and stay in the
background of all discussions. We
must make our views and
principles known.

The Church with its holy
culture, must engage society, not
withdraw from it. The Holy Spirit
uses people as the means of

e lawakening and enlightening
sinners to their real needs and how
to glorify God in our daily lives.
Christians need to be more
conscious of their lives being a
witness to others.

However, our primary task
is to call our nation to repentance
and faith in Christ for the

Paulsaid“ we ar e Hi sforgiveness of sins. The Church

workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we
shoul d wal [Ephiz:no]. t

The Church must not lose
sight of the fact that its values and
ideals and beliefs, and not the
world’s, are to be believed and
established in society. The
Church must ensure that its voice
is heard. Christian beliefs and
attitudes must pervade all the
disciplines of our age in, law,
physics, accountancy, biology,
commerce, music, politics,
architecture, business, social work,
etc. There is little use of
complaining when our children
are told about evolution when

will never be able to change the
culture of society until it first
convinces society of the reality of
h eGud. Generally speaking, we now
live in a culture that does not
believe there is a God.

So, the Church must first
convince our generation of the
truth that there is only one living
and true God. No post-modern
understanding of several truths
and several gods! Only one God
and only one authority and rule to
direct us—the Holy Scriptures. We
can only be a counter-culture to
society when we ourselves are
convicted of what we profess, and
practise consistently the Word of
God. May God help us to do that. e

Prayer for Revival

nDo 1t

Kingsview Christian Centre
Balnafettack road,
Inverness IV3 8TF

T: 01463-716843
W: www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

agail n,

The Christian church has experienced revival and very much
needs another such visit from God.
To interest, and hopefully inspire people, a series of meetings
will be held at Kingsview as listed here.
May holy anointing from Heaven come down even before this
series of Talks.
If the Speakers agree, we may put these talks on the Kingsview
web for a wider audience.

Reviews of Revival. (Wednesdays once per month)

December 17: The Welsh Revival 1904 (Geoff Thomas)
January 28: Lewis Revival ( R.McCrimmon)
February 18: A Forgotten Revival (John Lister)
March 25: The Ulster Revival 1859 (Les Dowey)
April 29: Skye Revival ( Steve Taylor)
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described the third reference as a
‘gem of a verse’, tucked away in
Zephaniah 3:17,“ The Lor d
God is with you, he is mighty to
save. He will take great delight in
you, he will quiet you with his
love, he will rejoice over you with
singing.”

The final scripture he referred to
was Revelation 5:12, describing
the time when this world is over,
and a new song echoes around
Heaven: “In a loud voice they
sang: Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain.”

Summing up Mr MacDonald
encouraged us that, no matter how
dreadful we may think our singing
sounds to ourselves, our family
and friends now, if we are trusting
in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour,
we will have a new song in our
hearts! Such a song will bring joy
and gladness, as well as grace for
strength and patience to cope with
the trials of life that come to all.
The day couldn’t finish without a
final spread of home baking, tea

and coffee to sustain all for their
homeward journeys, near and
yfao! LAs the sun began its slow
descent into the west, all who had
entered into the spirit of the Skye
Festival of Psalmody that day
could sense they had experienced
the blessing of God as they had
united their voices to sing His
praise in four-part harmony.

The co-operation of Miss
Catherine Macdonald, the Head
Teacher of the new school, was
greatly appreciated, and helped to
make the Festival such a success.
The collection for the Barnabas
Fund that afternoon raised an
amazing £1,030.

[NB We are grateful to Jane
Graham, Inverness, for this report.
Readers will be aware that
Highland Harmony Singers meet
in North Kessock on the last
Saturday of each month at
3.00pm, apart from December. All
new members will be made
welcome - KM]

Corporate Worship

By Wayne Pearce

“NOW I SUBMIT TO YOU that many Christians still live with a picture of
God as a stern judge who speaks in grave tones. Consequently, the whole
of their Christian lives is spent in the courtroom. Every morning the duti-
fully have their quiet times, but these times are spent in the dock dealing
with the gnawing guilt of having failed in ways both small and great.

If you are such a person then you need to have a revelation of God
as He truly is. You need to see Him step down from the remote place and
disclose himself...Once that happens, you will no longer be a slave but a
son or a daughter. You will no longer be in the courtroom with a judge,
you’ll be in the living-room with the Father. Oh, yes, you will still have a
holy fear of God. But more than anything, you will know him as a Father
who is passionate about intimacy with you, and this truth will become the
basis for everything you are and do”.

Mark Stibbe ‘From Orphans to Heirs’
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Al was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the
LORD. Our feet shall stand within
thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem
is builded as a city that is compact
t o g e t[Pse1R2'1-3.

APC News I examined the
subject of “True Worship’.
Here I want to continue with that
general theme by addressing the

subject of ‘Corporate Worship’.

I purposely use the term
corporate instead of public
because while our church services
are open to the public, and all are
most welcome, God’s word
nevertheless makes clear that only
believers can meaningfully and
truly worship God in spirit and in
truth. For true worship is not
simply about the external forms
but involves the heart and spiritual
realities.

Firstly then let us recognise
that corporate worship, as the
name implies, is a collective
activity: “ 1 wa's
said unto me, Let us go into the

I N THE LAST ISSUE of the

with a due sense of desire and
delight for we come to worship
and enter into communion with
the Lord Himself. Thus we must
come with a due sense of
anticipation and expectation for
we come to meet with God and to
exalt and magnify His holy name.

He alone must be the object
and focus of our worship. He alone
is the one, true and living God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who
alone is worthy of worship. Hence
our worship must be Theocentric.
Moreover let us understand that
only the children of God can
worship Him a-right for they alone
have been turned and transformed
from being rebels to being made
worshippers. For we ar
circumecision, which worship God
in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in
t he f[Ph8s3].”

To worship God a-right we
must be in Christ. We must be in
the Covenant of Grace for
worshippers go up to the house of

g they w hthenlLORD; that is, Jehovah, the

One who uniquely reveals Himself

house of . tFirsdylet® R D "to His people. He has redeemed us

note what the attitude of the
believer should be: “I wa s og |
Ijoy’d as we sing in the Scottish
metrical version of the Psalms. We
must come to the place of worship

that we might glorify Him and
aedjdy him forever. And we must do
so in and by our worship, work
and witness.
Therefore we ought to
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examine ourselves and ask is there
gladness and joy in our hearts
when we come to the place of
worship. If not, could it be that our
eye is not singular to the Lord but
instead something has come
between us and God - sin, self, the
cares and concerns of this world,
or maybe we attend the corporate
worship of God for the wrong
reasons.

We will not be glad if we
attend church services to please
others or out of custom! If this is
our state of mind and disposition
then we cannot enter into the true
spirit of worship, neither will we
be able to truly love and reverence
the Lord. No, we must come out of
our earnest desire and delight to
know and worship the Lord. We
need to come to the corporate
worship of God having duly
prepared our hearts and minds.
And this necessitates private
prayer, praise and reading of the
word of God.

Secondly let us understand
the importance of mutual
encouragement and spiritual
fellowship in public worship: “ |
was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the
L O R DWhen was the last time
you encouraged someone in the
things of God? When was the last
time you invited someone to the
house of God? Yes, we ourselves
must be right with God through
faith and obedience to Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Saviour. Yes, we
must worship God individually in
spirit and truth and not allow

anyone or anything else to come
between us and the worship of
God.

But let us also recognise the
centrality and importance of the
collective nature of the church. We
are saved individually and must
each of us be seeking to grow in
grace and knowledge but we are
also incorporated into the body of
the church, and we must give true
expression to the reality of this at
the congregational and wider
denominational and inter-denom-
inational level. Do we recognise
and value the significance of this?

The Westminster
Confession of Faith states: ‘Saints
by profession, are bound to
maintain an holy fellowship and
communion in the worship of God,
and in performing such other
spiritual services as tend to their
mutual edification; as also in
relieving each other in outward
things, according to their several
abilities and necessities. Which
communion, as God offereth
opportunity, is to be extended
unto all those who, in every place,
call upon the name of the Lord
Jesus.” We are many members but
one body and we need one another
(read and reflect what it says in 1
Cor 12:13-18).

We are social beings and
this is to be reflected in our
Christian lives. God is not calling
us to live the life of the hermit or
to live some sort of isolated or
monastic existence. Instead He
calls us into communion with
Himself and our fellow believers

Skye Festival of
Psalmody
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N A STUNNING, sun-
drenched day in
September, with the Cuillin

Hills etched against a blue sky,
members of the Highland
Harmony Singers from the
mainland with their inimitable
conductor, Alistair Murray,
arrived at the newly opened
Portree High School. There they
joined with the enthusiastic Skye
members led by Mairi MacDonald.
In all, there were eighty members
in the choir drawn from several
denominations throughout the
Highlands ready to praise the Lord
together!

In the time between the
rehearsal and the Festival an
amazing spread of savouries,
sandwiches and cakes was
provided by an excellent team of
Skye ladies. The Skye men also
helped with the stewarding, and a
group of girls ensured that
everybody had a programme.

By three o’clock the
auditorium was well filled when
the chairman for the afternoon,
Rev Ivor MacDonald, Staffin,
welcomed the choir and the
audience of at least two hundred,
to the new school.

An excellent programme of
psalm-singing, both familiar and

new, followed, with the audience
participating in seven out of the
seventeen items. Two of these
were sung in Gaelic, precented by
Norman Campbell, Inverness.
Also taking part were Revd Donald
G Macdonald, Portree, Revd
Daniel Sladek, Dunvegan, and
Revd John de la Haye, Wick. A
short Gospel message given by the
Chairman, Revd Ivor MacDonald,
centred on Psalm 40:3, “He put a
new song in my mouth, a joyful
hymn of praise to our God” - a
most apt choice for that afternoon.
He referred to the fact that human
beings were created to sing.

Many people love to sing;
schools and colleges have their
songs, as do soldiers, football
supporters and countless others.
And the Bible clearly shows that
God is a God of song. Mr Mac-
Donald gave four very telling
examples: In Job 38:7, God’s
description of creation points Job
to the fact that “the morning stars
sang together and all the angels
shouted for joy.”

Moses, Miriam and the
Israelites followed their deliver-
ance from the bondage of Egypt
and Pharaoh at the Red Sea with a
vibrant song of praise to the Lord
in Exodus 15. Mr Macdonald
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Impatience!

MPATIENCE IS A FORM of unbelief. It’s what we begin to feel when

we start to doubt the wisdom of God’s timing or the goodness of God’s

guidance. It springs up in our hearts when our plan is interrupted or
shattered. It may be prompted by a long wait in a checkout line or a
sudden blow that knocks out half our dreams. The opposite of impatience
is not a glib denial of loss. It’s a deepening, ripening, peaceful willingness
to wait for God in the unplanned place of obedience, and to walk with God
at the unplanned pace of obedience—to wait in his place and go at his
pace. And the key is faith in future grace.

The apostle Paul prayed for the church at Colossae, that they would
be“ s t r lemeduwith all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience” [Col 1:11]. Patience is the
evidence of an inner strength. Impatient people are weak, and therefore
dependent on external supports—like schedules that go just right and
circumstances that support their fragile hearts. Their outbursts of oaths
and threats and harsh criticisms of the culprits who crossed their plans do
not sounds weak. But the noise is all a camouflage of weakness. Patience
demands tremendous inner strength.

For the Christian, this strength comes from God. That is why Paul is
praying for the Colossians. He is asking God to empower them for the
patient endurance that the Christian life requires. But when he says that

the strength of patienceis“ acc or dGodddg It ®r [ ou e mi ght

doesn’t just mean that it takes divine power to make a person patient. He
means that faith in this glorious might is the channel through which the power
for patience comes. Patience is indeed a fruit of the Holy Spirit [Gal 5:22] but, as
we will see in Chapter Seventeen, the Holy Spirit empowers (with all his fruit)
throughfih e ar i ng [@Gal3t5h T Thdrefoie Patil § praying that God would
connect us withthe i g | o r i 0o uhstempdwerstpdtiénce. And that
connection is faith.

If we believed that our hold-up at the long red light was God’s keeping us
from an accident about to happen, we would be patient and happy. If we believed
that our broken leg was God’s way of revealing early cancer in the x-ray so that
we would survive, we would not murmur at the inconvenience. If we believed
that the middle-of —the-night phone call was God’s way of waking us to smell
smoke in the basement, we would not grumble at the loss of sleep. The key to
patience is faith in the future grace of God’sfi g | o r i 0 uoSransfornoalh durod
interruptions into rewards.

John Pipetin ‘Future Grace’
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and their seed. And we are to give
expression to this when we come
to public worship. The early
church continued steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, the breaking of bread
and prayers [Acts 2:42]. Do we?

We really need to nurture
within and between our
congregations a sense of corporate
identity where is to be found
mutual encouragement,
exhortation and support. God’s
word makes clear that this is the
type of environment in which
Christians grow and prosper. Such
moreover is an antidote to
isolationism, loneliness and dis-
couragement. Trials and troubles
should not isolate us but should
drive us closer to Christ and His
church. And yet so often the
opposite is the case.

We allow personal
circumstances and situations to
dishearten us and divert our
attention from God and the things
of God and the communion of the
saints. Like a wedge such things
come between us and the worship
of God; they break the connection
that had facilitated a dynamic and
vital relationship with God and
His people. And as a result we find
ourselves increasingly powerless,
helpless and hopeless. It is not
only then but especially then that
we most need to hear the brethren
say: “ L &g go into the house of
the LORD. Let us heed the
direction and focus here. We are to
be encouraging one another to
look to the Lord for He alone can

truly satisfy our deepest longings
and needs.

Let us similarly note and see
how engaging and transferable
real enthusiasm for the corporate
worship of God can and should be:
“1 was gl ad when
me, Let us go into the house of the
L O R DThe believer’s delight and
desire to be in the presence of God
acts as an incentive and moti-
vation to others. Christians are to
be the salt of the earth. One of the
qualities of salt is that it creates
thirst. Should we not be creating a
thirst for God and the things of
God among those we come into
contact with by our personal
enthusiasm and joy in the Lord?
Should it not be contagious?
Should we not be encouraging one
another?

Maybe one of our problems
today is that we have lost
something of this enthusiasm and
delight in corporate worship. Or
maybe we have come to think that
this is something best covered up
and kept to oneself. Let us seek to
recover a deep sense of godly joy,
enthusiasm, warmth and vibrancy
in our public worship.

Thirdly let us note too that
worship is a God-given as well as a
God-centred activity: “ |  wa s
when they said unto me, Let us go
into the house of the LORD.
Our feet shall stand within
thy gates, O Jerusalem” [1-2].
God has revealed the manner and
the means whereby His people can
and must worship Him. In this
very psalm we have both explicit
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and implicit references to these
ways. There is praise in the singing
of psalms and prayer (giving
thanks); there is mention here of
the testimony, a reference to God’s
word which is to be read and
preached and taught in the public
worship of God; and of course the
sacraments too are integral parts
of the public worship instituted by
the Lord.

In Old Testament times the
house of God, which is the Temple
was the principle place of worship.
It was a symbol of God’s presence
with His people. It was there that
He chose to make His abode and
where His Shekinah glory was
manifest. The Temple was the
place where the children of Israel
met with God; it was the place
where reconciliation was made
with God by penitent sinners; it
was the place where prayers and
intercessions were made to God. It
was the place where God’s people
praised Him in the singing of
psalms. It was the place where
unity was to be found for all the
tribes came up to the Temple.

Both the Temple and
Jerusalem however, where typical
and anticipatory. They found their
true and substantial reality and
fulfilment in Jesus Christ and the
heavenly Jerusalem [Heb 12:22-
24]. Only in and through Christ
are we forgiven and reconciled to
God; only in and through Christ
are we justified, regenerated and
sanctified; only in and through
Christ are we adopted into the
family and household of God;

therefore only in and through
Christ can we worship God in
Spirit and in truth; only in and
through Christ do we have access
to the Father and the throne of
grace. Therefore we must always

to hear the truth from God. God
speaks to us through His Son, so
hearers should come to times of
preaching with this crowning
desire in their hearts: [John
12:21]

“So these
who was from Bethsaida in
Galil ee,
wish to see Jesus.

(Malcolm MacInnes, Moderator)

came

an Qir,aek ed

be“ h o | toithe Head, from
which all the body by joints and
bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of
God” [Col 2:19].

Finally let us note how
worship ought to be the glue that
binds the saints together
corporatelyin Christ:“ J er usal em
is builded as a city that is compact
t o g e t[4l.&he’church gathers
principally to worship God in and
through Jesus Christ. Worship in
other words should unify, solidify
and strengthen God’s people. “Ye
also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus QRat2:55.t "

How truly tragic it is then
that worship is today one of the
principle things that divides
Christians. Let us recognise and
promote worship that is fashioned
and regulated by the word of God
for only therein can unity be found
and maintained. Uniformity in the
forms of corporate worship ought
to be an expression of the unity we
enjoy as part of the church.

Let us also understand that
Christ is building His church not
only numerically but also
spiritually. And this requires that
we be compact together: “Now I
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The Great Need Today
for a Knowledge of God

HERE COULD HARDLY BE A MORE relevant and urgent

truth for our times than this. We know so much and yet we

know so little—and all because our starting point is wrong.
We have made man the measure of all things and he is busy taking
the measure of all things even while he is losing the measure of all
things. Our data banks are loaded with technical know how, while
our century has become bankrupt of know-why. Even as we solve
the problems we remain our greatest problem. We can control
colossal forces but we cannot control ourselves.

Even as we see the possibilities we fail to reach them, and
indeed they seem to recede. Having locked God out of a
scientifically determined universe, we now find ourselves lost in a
spiritually empty universe: one with no higher purpose and in
which life has no ultimate meaning.

One response to this, ancient and modern, has been to people
our universe with ‘gods’, projections of our own hopes and fears,
mystic philosophies and occult experiences which are intended to
give greater value or meaning to the world of brute facts and
physics. Once again, man becomes the starting point, and inevitably
his creation is as flawed as its creator.

Jesus calls us to a new starting point. He offers help from the
outside. It is help that will not fail us. If we will leave our learned
limitations, our stunted wisdom; if we will in the things of God
‘become babes’ and learn from him, then in the busyness of our
days and the excitement of our discoveries and the disappointment
of our failures, we shall find ‘rest for our souls’.

Peter Lewis in ‘The Glory of Christ’
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From the

Moder at or 6s

The Message we Preach

Revd Dr Malcolm MaclInnes

De s k

maxim that in preaching the

focus of the message and its
presentation, must be on Christ as
the Son of God and the only
Saviour.

That point is made because
one of the greatest temptations for
a preacher is that he be more
aware of himself and the people
before him, than of the Jesus
Christ whom he is to proclaim.

Paul’s determined focus,
defining his ministry to the
Corinthians, was that he would
exalt only the finished and perfect
work of Jesus Christ. There is
sufficient in the Biblical revelation
of the Saviour’s Person and work
to provide ample material for
sermons. The danger is that
preachers go off at a tangent on
some hobby-horse of their own,
presumably to address what they
think is the need of the hour.

Preaching the Word is
always relevant. That is to say that
the Bible is well-suited to any
situation, in every period of time
and circumstance. Much
‘preaching’ may be labouring to
address some perceived problem,
even to such an extent that the

I T IS A COMMONLY observed

actual Person and work of Christ
has little time given to it.

The hearers may think that
the preacher is ‘bang-up-to-date’,
but if he has not presented Jesus
Christ in the sermon, he has not
preached the gospel as relevant to
people’s lives. Of course, the Word
of God is intended to touch human
lives and circumstances, but if the
focus majors on the details of the
human, then the preacher has
failed to preach Christ. It is the

preacher " stopréathi gati o

Christ,andthepeopl e " s
to ‘want to see Jesus’.

As to the privileged
responsibility of the preacher to
proclaim Jesus, the preacher’s own
life must be Christ-centred. If his
own heart and mind are
preoccupied with whatever, other
than with Jesus Christ, Jesus will
not be foremost in his sermon. Let
all preachers seek what George
Whitefield felt was an abiding
need in his ministry, and what he
expressed in these words:

“I must have something
of Christ in all my letters. "

As to the people privileged
with opportunity to hear the Word
preached, you should be prepared

beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same

j ud g mp @dr1:10]. This is the
way to peace and spiritual
prosperity. This is both good and

desirable: “Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwel | toget iPer i
133:1].

Let us give true expression
to this in our corporate worship
with our eye firmly fixed on the
Lord and may our God truly unite
us in joy unspeakable and full of

glory. °

Shepherding Sheep

“IF THE SHEEP ARE GOD’S people and the shepherds are their faithful
pastors, then the wolves are false teachers and the hired hands unfaithful
pastors who do nothing to protect God’s people from error. Alas, there are
still wolves in Christ’s flock today, deceivers who deny some of the
fundamentals of the historic Christian faith. True pastors will not behave
like hirelings and run away. They will stand up to the wolves. It will be a
costly task. For shepherds cannot shoo wolves away by shouting at them
or waving their arms about. They have to get to grips with them, as young
David did with both the lion and the bear.. Similarly, pastors need to
accept the pain and the danger of close combat with false teachers. Vague
denunciations will not be enough. Instead we have to study their
literature, listen to their teaching, and wrestle with the issues they are
raising, in order to counter their arguments effectively in our teaching.
Yes, if this is a risky ministry, it is also a necessary and
compassionate one. We should never relish controversy. It can never be
more than a distasteful duty. The only reason we engage in it is out of
compassion for the sheep. The hireling takes to his heels because he ‘cares
nothing for the sheep’. It is only because a good shepherd does care, and
care deeply, for the welfare of the people he serves, that he will seek grace
and courage to stand up to error in the church. Shepherdless sheep are an
easy prey to wolves. Must it be said of God’s flock today that ‘they were
scattered because there was no shepherd, and...they became food for all

the wild animals’? On the contrary, if we care, we will be vigilant and ‘keep

watch over the flock’, like those shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem. .
True, it is sometimes said that we must always be positive in our teaching,
never negative. But this is not so. Jesus himself opposed false teachers.
And the duties of the pastor are not only to teach ‘sound doctrine’ but also
to ‘refute those who oppose it’. Feeding the sheep and routing the wolves

cannot be separated.”

John Stott, in ‘The Contemporary Christian’
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The Church and the
Holy Trinity
1 - God the Father

By Archie McPhail

BAPTISM symbolizes the linking
of a human being with God. It is,
in a sense, the Christian’s spiritual
birth certificate which states their
identity. The words of baptism
refer to God as three Persons — “I
baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.” The child of God
relates to each of those three
Persons.

It would be helpful if we
pondered the particular ways in
which each Person of the Godhead
acts towards the church, and how
we ought to act towards them.

How the Father relates to us

“There is one Go
whom ar e aflCor86hi
He is the Creator of the ends of the
earth* who f aints
weary; there is no searching of his
understanding.”

An ancient creed states, “I
believe in God the Father, Maker
of heaven and earth.” As we read
the Bible we discover that the Son
and the Holy Spirit were also

noif

d ’

n gyso'u r

involved. But the Father is the
originator of it all. The writer of

the Epistle to the Hebrews says, “ ...

through whom he created the
worlds” [1:2]. The “he” is the
Father, and it is through his Son
that he put creation into effect.
Since he is Creator, he is also the
ultimate lawgiver and judge
[Genesis 2:15-17; 3:8-19].

The next thing we discover
is the Father’s love. At key stages
in creation the Genesis record
states,” And he bl
When Jesus wanted to show his
disciples a model of Christian
maturity he referred to the
Father’slove.“ Love your
and pray for those who persecute
you, thaet yotr rady beehe sons off
Father who
[Mat 5:44-45].

,  n'Bhée fachtkat he lowes
enemies is underscored by the well
-known words of John 3:16,“ For
God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him should

not perish but have everlasting

| i fWhen the apostles were
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available on more occasions than
most to take evening services and
prayer meetings during the
vacancy. The fact that so many
representatives from the other
congregations were present was a
real encouragement and we
remembered the words of
Philippians 4:21,“ sal ut e
saint in Christ

After the induction, the
congregation walked a short
distance to the Duthac Centre for
suitable refreshments and Revd
John Ross, Edinburgh, the former
minister of the Congregation asked
God’s blessing on the meal and on
the congregation. This was
followed by a presentation to those
ministers from outside the APC
who had supplied the congregation
and also to the men of the
congregation, who had given up so
much of their time and substance
and ability to renovate and
prepare the Manse and the
surroundings to receive the new
minister.

Thanks were also expressed
to the ladies who had prepared the
tea, and presentations were made
to the new minister and his family.
John received a barometer and
clock suitably inscribed. Lucy, his
wife, received a bouquet of flowers
and the children, Joshua,
Kristiana, Micaiah, Steven and
Abiel received a voucher indicating
the impending arrival of a
trampoline.

The meeting was brought to
a close with the singing of Psalm

23.

o @D

The RevdTerry Atkinson preached
in Hilton at 11.30am the following
Sunday on the words of Romans
10:14,“ how beauti f ul
mountains are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace
and bring glad tidings of good
things
v e r yThe congregation want it to
ebse knewhn that they have greatly
valued the attention received from
the Revd Malcolm McInnes, the
interim moderator during the
vacancy. The Kirk Session wish to
express their gratitude to the
congregation for their loyalty and
commitment during that period.
They would also wish to record
from the bottom of their hearts
“thanks be to God”.

It is also to be noted that the
services have with effect from the
beginning of November been
changed as follows:

Lords day morning - 10am Hilton,
11.30am Tain

Evening 6.00pm
- 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday, Hilton
- 2nd and 4th Sunday, Tain

Prayer Meeting & Fellowship -
7.30pm Wed, 15t Wednesday Joint
in Tain as Intermediate

- ond  grd & 4th in Hilton

Last Wednesday of the month,
Joint Prayer Meeting in Fearn as
Intermediate

- 2nd & 3rd Thursday, 8pm in Tain
Manse. °
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Induction at the

Tain & Fearn Joint Congregation

IT IS ALMOST impossible to
express adequately in words, the
pleasure with which the Tain &
Fearn Joint Congregation of the
APC saw Revd John van Eyk
inducted as Pastor of the
Congregation.

Having first of all heard him
for several weeks in the summer of
2006 during his 3 months
sabbatical from his Congregation
in the Associated Reformed
Presbyterian Church of North
America in Cambridge Ontario,
Canada. Although advised that he
had promised to return for a
minimum of 2 years to Canada
following his sabbatical, the
Congregation were unanimously of
the mind that it was right to wait.
In the event whatwas,“ p | ann
| ong [Badah Chapter25:1]
took place on 19th September 2008
in the Tain Church.

The main body of the
Church was nicely filled, with a
good crowd also in the gallery and
it was estimated that approx-
imately 250 were present to hear
Revd Malcolm Mclnnes,
Inverness, preach in the words of
Romans, Chapter 14, Vi5“ s e n't
p r e a cT'he’praise was led by
Kenneth MacLean, Gairloch, and
many remarked on the quality of
the singing. The address to the

new minister was given by Revd
George Macaskill, Stornoway, who
had a long history of connection
with the Tain congregation and the
address to the congregation was
given by his brother, Revd Donald
Macaskill, Dundee, who also had a
long history of connection with
Tain.

During the service, prayer
was offered by Revd Terry
Atkinson, from Greece who had
supplied the congregation at times
during the vacancy, and also by
Revd Alexander Murray, Lairg -
the “father” of the Presbytery.

Mr Greig Park, Senior Elder
of the ARP Church, Cambridge
conveyed warm greetings from
John’s former Congregation and

e cexpressed his thanks to John for
his ministry over the past 13 years.

Other ministers present also
conveyed their good wishes. These
were Revd Bart Buell, Revd
Gordon Fyles, both of whom,
though retired, had supplied with
much acceptance during the
vacancy. Revd John Macleod,
Portmahomack, Revd Donald
Mclver, Fearn, Revd Ronnie
tMorrison, Tain, Revd Ray Smart,
Balintore, and Revd David Scott,
Fearn, also conveyed greetings.
Revd David Scott was much
appreciated, as he had been
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dismayed at the news of Jesus’
impending departure, he consoled
them with the words,* The Fa
hi msel f I[Johna6s27]ylo u
the benediction, it is the Father
who is described as loving-“ T h e
| ove of[20Co0 03:14].”

How does his love show?
He appointed his Son to be the one
mediator between himself and
humanity [1 Tim 2:5], and relates
to us through Christ. That was out
of love for his Son as well as for us
— Christis“ heir of [Hebl
1:2]. It was for and through Christ
he created all things [Col 1:16],
and it is Christ who keeps them in
existence [Heb 1:3]. He has
appointed Christ to be our judge
[John. 5:22-23]. His love will

never waver—“ He wi | | r
| o v[Zeph. 3:17].
Most importantly for us —

he appointed his Son to be the
Redeemer of his fallen people. The
church (all God’s children in every
age) is his gift tothe Son —“ Yo ur
they were, and you gave them to
me "Jesus said [John 17:6]. He
sent his Son into the world, giving
him a body [Luke 1:35] in which to
perform the work assigned to him.
In keeping with many promises
(e.g. Isaiah 42:1-9) he
strengthened Jesus for the work;
he accepted his offering, then he
raised him from the dead and took
him to glory [Isaiah 53].

Now he has left these things
on record for us [1 John. 5:11] so
that we may act on them. He
draws people to Christ [John 6:44-

45] and adopts them into his

family [John 1:12-13, 20:19].

t Owrmresponse to the Father

Since we receive his blessings and
are accountable to him, we ought
first to confess our sin to him —
“The carnal mi nd
agai ns {Rois&d.Tolive in
denial of sin is intolerable pride.
“Whoever
transgressions will not prosper,
but he who confesses and forsakes
tt he m gwi” | | o pProai n
28:13]. An honest approach and
forgiveness of sins go together
(Psa 32:2].

Then we must believe what
he has said, especially about his
Son Jesus [1 John 5:9-10] — that

e debus ib the Gbd-géven Saviour for

sinners. It is a grievous sin to
disbelieve God and“ ma k e hii
| i aReceiving Jesus on the
Father’s testimony makes the
difference between eternal life and
seternal death [1 John 5:12]. That is
his will. He is the joyful person in
Jesus’ parables of the Good
Shepherd, Lost Coin, and Prodigal

Son—-“There is joy
one sinner
15].

It stands to reason that we
should be grateful to him, and
show it. He is due our
wholehearted thanks for his mercy
to us through Christ. That is the
actual response of a saved sinner,
and the church’s duty [Psa 116:1].

Alongside gratitude there is
love for what God is. That shows in
our longing for him, and loyalty to
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him-* The
promi se
42:1-2; 119:57].

LORD i s
t o ke éPga

Living as his children

Those who receive his Son, Jesus,
become God’s children [John

1:12]. It is the right thing for family
members to love one another. The
most important thing of all is to
“love the Lord vy
your heart and soul and mind and
st r e ngdr te/30]. That
implies a confidence that allows us
to call on him as our Father —
“When you pray,
..." [Mat 6:9]. It is the spirit of his
Son, sometimes called the Spirit of
adoption. Prayer is one of the
main ways in which we can

}

[0

S

y express thiatifamity;spirit.

0 u r Itwantribuses to a believer’s
joy, and Jesus commends it —
“Ask, and you
your joy mdohn be
16:24). As the Son of God, Jesus
couldsay,“ | al ways do
t hat pl eBhsatésonftyiright ”
in any father/son relationship. We,
too, should take care to please our
Father at all times [1 Peter 1:17].

ur  @hadchildlike love and |
regard has another effect. Those
we love we tend to imitate. The
Spirit does not leave that to
chance, but instructs us plainly:

a"Be followers df GoH,as dbae r
children. And walk in love, as
Chri st
the great way to please the Father
is to value and obey his Son. °

What Hope in Humanism?

“EVEN HUME CAME TO SEE that his ideas were leading him down a
miserable cul-de-sac, which is where huge areas of modern society are to
be found. Using another picture, the British humanist Kathleen Nott says
that among all the great philosophers, Hume ‘hung his nose as far as any
over the nihilistic abyss’. At one point he wrote ‘I am affrighted and con-
founded with that forlorn solitude in which I am placed by my philosophy.’
As Clark Pinnock points out, ‘Scepticism in knowledge may be a nice game
to play, but there is no way one can live on the basis of it.” Nor is it any

help when one comes to die.

A woman who attended Hume on his deathbed is reported to have
said that when his friends were with him he was cheerful, ‘even to frivol-
ity’, but whenever he was a lone he was often overwhelmed with
‘unutterable gloom’ and had, in his hours of depression, declared that he
had been in search of light all his life, but was now in greater darkness

than ever.”

John Blanchard in “Does God believe in Atheists”
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surprise when ten of these young
people turned up to the Alpha
course in KLM in a more
respectful mood, then eight the
next week and four this week.
They listened well most of the
time, and also took part in the
discussion and were happy to have
prayer for their families. So this is
a great encouragement to all of us
who are involved in these joint
meetings. Broadly speaking, the
Alpha Course seeks to do what is
often done on the evening of a
Communion Sabbath, i.e. reach
out to the lost and compel them to
come in.

Very sadly, the Rev Ian
Penman, who is the parish
minister in the area where we
work, is taking early retirement
due to ill health. He has been a
real encouragement to us since we
came here and in spite of ill health
has given a massive amount of
himself to this area for the past
decade. He would appreciate your
prayers for himself and his wife
Doreen and their daughter Ruth.
Pray also, that God in His mercy
and compassion sends another
faithful and loving preacher of the
gospel to this Parish.

Many thanks to each one

who remembered to pray for the
Holiday Club or any aspect of the
work here or for us. It is very
humbling when we are reminded
that God’s people are praying for
this work. One day we will see just
how much the work of the gospel
was helped by prayer. More than
ever, may we all be a people who
pray to our Father in secret and
our Father who sees what is done
in secret will reward us openly.
There is a lot of ill health in the
congregation and those who suffer
would certainly appreciate your
prayers.

Many thanks to each one
who has supported this work
financially. Please continue to
pray regarding this matter as well.

It is very encouraging when
visitors to Edinburgh take time to
come and worship with us,
especially when there are many
other good places in and around
Edinburgh where they could
worship. The times of the services
are: Sunday 11.30am and 5.00pm,
Wednesday 7.30 pm.

I would love to write more,
but time does not permit. DV we
will write more on a future

occasion. JR

SPURGEON on PREACHING

“I HAVE HEARD OF SOME VERY strange things, but I never did hear of a
person going to sleep while a will was being read in which he expected a
legacy; neither have I heard of a prisoner going to sleep while the judge
was summing up, and his life hanging in jeopardy. Self-interest quickens
attention. Preach upon practical themes, pressing, present, personal
matters and you will secure an earnest hearing”. ‘Lectures to My Students’
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the island is getting increasingly
difficult to maintain. Pray that
God would bless the preaching of
the gospel to them so that one
from amongst themselves would
be raised up to serve them.

STORNOWAY
The congregation 'experimented’
with a Parenting Conference in
November and were most
encouraged with the
result. William and Carine
Mackenzie from Inverness
addressed about 30 on the
importance of parents
training their own children in the
ways of God rather than handing
them over to others to do this work
for them. The questions asked by
young parents were serious and
searching. According to the
feedback, the conference was
greatly appreciated by those
attending and we hope to have
similar conferences in the future.
One or two new faces continue
to return to worship and this has
greatly enheartened the
congregation. The winter
'Fellowships' after the evening
service on Lord's Days have
commenced and a Guest Service is
planned for the end of November.

EDINBURGH

We were hugely encouraged with
the response to the Holiday Club
which we had in October. Thirty
Nine (39) different children came,
and most of these came to more
than one session and a nice
number came to all the sessions.

There was a team of thirteen
adults led by Andy Chittock. The
fact that two of the helpers each
brought their baby helped to add
to the family atmosphere.
However, only one other parent
turned up at the all age service and
she goes to a church in another
area altogether. The children
learnt various memory verses and
were given very good teaching
regarding creation, the fall, sin,
right and wrong, heaven and hell,
the way of salvation and how a
Christian should live. We had to
thank God for the way the children
listened and behaved. We all felt it
was such an answer to prayer.
Some of the parents and children
have asked, when is the next
Holiday Club?

The team of leaders, most
of whom were not from our
congregation, brought a very good
spirit with them. If we had
imagined such a wonderful
occasion two years ago we might
well have said, will it ever happen
here or are we just being over
optimistic. Glory to God, it did
happen, so let us pray that it
brings forth fruit. May we have the
faith to pray for even greater
blessings.

The joint service in
Kaimes Lockart Memorial church
has now moved to the evening of
the first Sunday of the month at
6.30 pm. Just as in the case of our
own service, some of the young
people who come to this, try
everyone’s patience to the limit.
Can you imagine the joy and

Carrying the Cross!

“WHAT THEN OF THE WAY we share the good news of a suffering
Saviour? Good news it most certainly is; what better announcement
could there be than that of a price already paid, a work already
completed, a door already opened, and a pardon available to all who
ask?

Unfortunately, it is open to mis-statement and misunderstand-
ing. Modern Christian communicators have given way to the lure of
cheap grace rather than free grace. There is no shortage of pulpit-
stars or television pulpiteers ready to assure us that because Christ
suffered for us, we are invited to a pain-free, problem-free, pressure-
free life. The Christian’s birthright (we are told) is instant rescue
from everything that hurts, and instant gratification of every good
desire—even of somewhat dubious desires.

It may be offered with sincerity and sprinkled with biblical
verses out of context, but it is a gross travesty of the message of the
Cross.

A fellow evangelist of mine bears the scars of a sacrificial
ministry that has inspired hundreds worldwide to costly discipleship
and mission. In 1994 he addressed an Asian conference attended by
several hundred. In the same city, ten times as many gathered to
hear another preacher whose slogan was ‘health, wealth and
happiness can be yours through the cross of Christ’. More attractive—
but is it true?

The senior schoolgirl mocked for remaining a virgin; the
doctor refused promotion because of his conscience; the local
government official sacked for declining to lie; the businessman in
financial trouble because he honestly declared his profits; the aid-
worker who contracts a disease through her work; the parents hated
as cranks because they protest against immorality taught in schools—
all these carry a cross.

It is fascinating (and sobering) to see how almost every
reference to the cross on the lips of Jesus is accompanied by an
invitation to die with Him as well as to live through Him. The reader
can easily check it our for himself. The same emphasis is seen in the
apostolic writings. The only way to avoid pain is to cut the promises
in half and ignore fifty percent. And half a gospel is not a gospel at
all.”

Donald Bridge in ‘Jesus the Man and His Message’
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Congregational News

INVERNESS/DINGWALL

The regular programme of
meetings has begun to roll again.
As I write this, I reflect on today’s
‘Star Attraction’. All the children
who come to the Mums & Tots on
a Monday are Stars in their own
special way, but we would all agree
that today someone turned up who
has been hitting the headlines over
recent months.

Little Phoebe Macaskill
turned up with her Mum. Phoebe
has been away in Glasgow for
quite some time having specialised
treatment. Prior to going for that
treatment, she was often in the
Mums & Tots Group, so when she
appeared today, she not only knew
where she was, but it was as if she
had never been away.

How encouraging to see
prayers being answered, and a
little life spared to bounce back
among her friends. Continue to
pray for her and her family.

Recently, at one of the
Men’s Breakfast Meetings, the
speaker, in giving his testimony,
challenged us with the courage of
his honesty. We all have ongoing
needs of God’s grace to help in
every situation. Perhaps we put on
a mask before others, giving the
impression that all is ‘fine’, but all
the while, we are crumbling inside.
God cares for those who sense

their need and are not ashamed to
admit it. To pretend otherwise is
not wholesome. It is not weakness
to need God, but it is weakness to
be too proud to admit that you
cannot cope with life as you should
without Him.

During the present four
weeks, which will be over by the
time you read this, we have the
blessing of Fletcher Matandika’s
company. Fletcher is to be in
Vancouver for at least a year, and
is in Scotland to meet with more
Christian friends. He has been
telling us about the difference
between Malawi and Scotland — in
Scotland many churches are lying
empty for lack of interested
people, but in Malawi the churches
are not big enough. May God give
us such times of blessing again.

The series of ‘Reviews of
Revivals’ has begun, with a talk by
William MacKenzie on ‘Revivals in
the Old Testament’ The talk can be
heard ‘on line’ at
sermonaudio.com/kingsview or
on regular CD, DVD or mp3. Pray
for such gracious visits once more.

Malcolm Maclnnes

DUNDEE

We have had encouragements
recently. We have someone new
coming regularly to our midweek
Bible Study and to our Sunday

morning service. There are others
who have come now and again to
our services who do not belong to
any other denomination. We ask
for prayer that all those people
who come to worship God with us
would be blessed and that they
would all find the Lord.

We also enjoyed having
Fletcher Matandika from Malawi
preach to us one weekend.
Fletcher is in Inverness taking a
short course with Calum MacInnes
and is visiting several of our
congregations during his four
week visit to Scotland. Malawi is
the place where David Living stone
the well known Christian explorer
spent so many years. Fletcher
wanted to go to Blantyre where
Livingstone’s house still stands.
We went one day to see his
birthplace and Fletcher was
thrilled not only to see the exact
room where Livingstone was
brought up but to learn more
about Livingstone’s life and times.
Only one small room housed the
whole family of 9, without running
water or toilet facilities.

We wish to thank all those
who helped make our Charity Sale
a success. Those who gave goods
and who worked (some took their
holidays) and those who prayed,
all played a most important part in
the ongoing life of the Church. Do
pray that the leaflets given out
with Scripture texts, and the
conversations with the local people
who came in, would bear fruit to
God’s glory. We raised over £900
which is great boost to our

depleted funds. This enables us to
continue fulfilling our charitable
status helping the needy in our
area. We never give out money,
but we provide packs for those
who come asking for food.

Paul our elder is still unwell.
At the time of writing he is back in
hospital. Please pray for the
relieving of pain and for his wife
Isabella and his sons and family.

We hope to have the
Congregational Meal on Friday 12
December and then on Sunday 14
December to have a Special
Service for the community at 4pm.
We have arranged for special
invitations and posters to be sent
out to the area around us and to
friends. We do hope that the
gospel preached then will be as
seed sown in good ground.

On the last service of the
year, Sunday 28 December we will
have our usual Lord’s Supper at
the evening service. We give
thanks to God for all His goodness
to us during the past year and look
forward to the future knowing He
will not fail us. May God be
glorified in all that we do.

HARRIS

Please remember the Harris
congregation. The elder Norman
Macdonald is still recovering from
serious surgery and many of the
congregation have health
problems. The preaching of
Wayne Pearce was greatly
appreciated in September,

but finding preaching supply for
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