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EDITORIAL

Be Strong in the Lord

The APC News No 133

[24]

January/February 2009

HERE ARE TIMES in the

Christian life when we must

be particularly strong in the
Lord. We live in such a time. The
Bible constantly calls the believer
to“ Be s t-atbeast3 timesin
the AV!

When we hear and read of
the arrogance of unbelievers and
their fearless boldness in publicly
denying God and His Word, fear
can come over the Christian. This
is a special occasion for us to be
bold and strong in the Lord.

The recent advertisement on
buses and underground trains,
“There is probably no God... Now
stop worrying and enjoy life’, is a
sign of the boldness of unbelievers,
but it is also a sign of their
vulnerability. Atheists obviously
feel the need to advertise their
false hopes, so it is a sign of a
weakening of their position. It has
been reported that one church
hopes the campaign will continue
as more people have come to their
church having mentioned the
advertisement. As one person said
‘Tt is a great way to get people
thinking about God’. Many people
are bound to ask the obvious
counter question, ‘But what if
there is a God and we have been

‘enjoying’ ourselves?’

Today is a time to be strong
in the Lord. Christians need to
realise that they have resources
that the world do not have. We
have a God in heaven that rules in
the kingdom of men. We can draw
on never-ending resources not
available to the world. There is a
fullness in Jesus Christ that can
supply grace and strength. We
need to draw out of that fullness
that is in Christ.

Scripture reminds us of an
open door to the most powerful
source in all the world— God’s
Throne of Grace . Let us
confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need’ [Heb 4:16].
We need holy boldness and
confidence in pleading with God to
strengthen us for the battle we are
in today.

There is a war on. Satan and
his agents against God and His
people. That is why the Bible urges
Christians to put on armour. Satan
has darts, arrows and swords and
his army can aim well. We need
shields, helmets and breastplates,
else we will be injured and perhaps
seriously maimed.
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The battle of course is in the
spiritual realm — but it could also
develop into the physical as is the
case in other countries for our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Unless revival comes to the
western world, we too will feel the
physical pain of Satan’s attacks.

Of course many people
today do not believe in the devil!
For the same reason that they do
not believe in God—they cannot
see Him! Many think that
believing in the devil is a piece of
‘medieval nonsense’. They say ‘we
now have the benefits of the
enlightenment thinkers and belief
in such things is unreasonable.
Richard Dawkins the well-known
atheist says, no intelligent mind
could believe in these things.

But a recent survey in “The
Spectator’ has shown that two out
of three 24yr olds in the UK,
believe in horoscopes! Many
popular films today have a large
amount of content involving, the
supernatural, magic and the
occult. So, today’s generation have
their ‘unreasonable’ beliefs as
much as every other age!

The war with Satan certainly
has to do with the spiritual realm.
We“ do not wrest|
blood, but...against the author-
ities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of
evi l in the HEphv
6:12]. These evil forces fill the
minds of people with an idea and
then ‘work’ on that idea until they
are convinced of its truth and then

e

they are encouraged to act on it.

This is what Paul referred to
when hewrote* t he god of
world has blinded the minds of
unbel ileCo4:4.He
warned the believers in Corinth
against being “led astray from a
sincere and pure devotion to
Chr i[sC0or11:3].

It is because of the reality
of this war, that Paul, under the
Holy Spirit’s guidance, assured the
Ephesian believers of the
“immeasurable greatness” of
God’s power available to them. It
is also available to us! Paul, for his
part, kept asking God that these
Ephesian believers would know
this power in their own
experience. We Christians today,
need to be more assured of who we
are and who we belong to and
what resources we have in Christ.
Our prayers need to be focussed
on Christ and how He can help us
when Satan attacks us.

Paul is calling believers to
be strong, not in themselves but in
the Lord and in His strength, not
in their own strength. We need to
feed on God’s prescribed diet for
warfare, and not on our own
delicate tastes. We must feed on
wihiolesbime hduréskirg litaratue
and have godly exercises each day,
so that we will be ‘fit’ and able to
oppose all the schemes and wiles
of the devil. We cannot afford to be

¢ nuindernquiished.e s ”

Satan is not omnipotent
nor omnipresent. But our God is.
If He is for us, no one can be
against us and prosper. Y
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EVANGELICAL TIMES ARTICLE

IN THE JANUARY ISSUE of the Evangelical Times an article appeared

entitl ed, “Whi ch

Wa y

the Free Church

inaccurate and misleading. The APC was mentioned, and we have sent a

reply to ET. It is reproduced below.

I refer to your editorial ‘Comment’ entitled “Which Way the Free

Church of Scotland?”

We suppose this was well intended, but it gives a false impression.
Most people reading it would take it to mean that Scotland’s First
Minister had called churches to celebrate a saint’s day, and that they
responded by agreeing to an ecumenical event involving people of
other faiths, while, in fact, the truth could not be more different.

For many years there has been an annual meeting of church leaders
with the Secretary of State (now First Minister). There is no multi-faith
involvement. At last October’s meeting the oldest minister present,
(Revd Alex Murray, who represented the APC — not the FCofS), asked
for a National Day of Prayer in view of the troubles besetting our
country. I am sure you and your readers would approve of that. The
question arose as to when it should take place. The 30th of November
(St. Andrew’s Day) is treated as a ‘national day’ with no religious
connotations and happened to be a Sunday. It was an obvious time for

a National Day of Prayer.

Error fragments the church, but so does unfounded suspicion and false
accusation. Harm has been done by this article, in which the good
name of several denominations is undermined. It should be corrected
and the truth pointed out to your readers.

Thanking you,

Archie McPhail, Presbytery Clerk, Associated Presbyterian Church of

Scotland.

WITHOUT THE HOLINESS OF GOD, then, there is no cross. Without
the cross there is no gospel. Without the gospel there is no Christianity.
Without Christianity there is no church. And without echoes of the
holiness of God in those who are Christ’s, there is no recognisable church.

David F Wells
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PRESBYTERY

Reporting Back

Our Spiritual Roots

E ALL HAVE MANY
reasons to give thanks to
God. For APC office-

bearers, one of those reasons is his
blessing on our meetings of
presbytery.

One of the main matters
addressed at the meeting on 2nd
December was the need for work
in parts of the country where
Christ’s cause is conspicuously
weak. We continue to seek the
Lord’s guidance in this, praying
also for his resources so we may do
the tasks he gives us.

Training was another matter
on the agenda. Some aspects of
our arrangements for training the
ministry are under review.

A day conference is
planned for Tuesday 3¢ March.
It was originally intended as a
provision for office-bearers and
other men in our congregations,
but its scope has been widened
thanks to Rev John van Eyk. He
has agreed to speak about
Christian parenting, drawing on
North American experience of

bringing up “covenant children”.
The Presbytery will meet on
Monday evening, and John will
speak on Tuesday evening after a
meal, about the practicalities of a
Christian upbringing based on
Biblical principles.

We invite as many couples
as possible to meet on that
evening, anyone who has an
interest in children—even
grandparents(!). It will be held in
Kingsview Christian Centre,
Inverness, and work is underway
to provide accommodation.

There was a good report
about the young people’s camp the
previous August.

Reports were made on
behalf of some of our
congregations, and the Business
Committee presented some of its
work. The bulk of the Treasurer’s
work will be undertaken by a firm
of accountants, but there is still a
need for someone to replace
Kenneth MacLean, to whom we
owe a debt of gratitude. Please see
separate note on page 15. '

for people who have helped make them what they are. But what of

I : VERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD LOOK BACK and give thanks to God

the people who shaped those who shaped us? We owe a great debt
to generations who have gone before, and it is right to ponder their works.

There is another reason we do well to remember our spiritual roots.
Amid rapidly changing scenes it helps us keep in mind the things that do
not change. And it is a tremendous resource, where we can access the
wisdom that lies at the heart of our spiritual identity. That in turn helps us
address our changing surroundings with a new confidence.

We hope to publish a series of articles on the spiritual roots of the
Highland evangelical tradition. These go back a long way. This issue has
an article about the work of a 4th century North African bishop. Subse-
quent issues will deal with influence from the Reformation era; from the
Puritans; from other English-speaking parts of the church; and lastly,
from the nineteenth century Highlands. The articles are contributed by
Wayne Pearce and Archie McPhail. This piece is from Archie McPhail.

WE ARE THOSE WHO, by His grace, are to be a reminder in this fallen
world that there is another world that will be there long after all the rav-
ages of time have done their work and all that we now see in our world

have passed away. Does it really demand that much courage for us to be

counter-cultural enough to live this out?

David F Wells
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OUR SPIRITUAL ROOTS-1

God saves sinners 1|
Augustine on sin and grace

Jesus said, “God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world

mi ght be savedOn¢ h
of his apostles wrote,* The s a

is trustworthy and deserving of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the fore-
mo s t Thé Bible is telling us that
God saves sinners.

Saved from what?
The fact that God saves sinners

might sound obvious, but we do
well to ponder it. For example,

there is the question: Saves from
what? What precisely is the nature
of human sin, and what does God
graciously do to save the sinner?
Does he only save us from the
consequences of our sins? Or does
he also save us from ourselves?
Augustine (354-430), who
rwagBgtop df Hippo in North

Y Afficd, thought a great deal about

such questions. He knew what the
Bible says about humanity, and
about God’s salvation. He also
knew about sin and grace from
personal experience. Some of his
contemporaries (especially the
British monk, Pelagius) were
saying things that he knew were
unrealistic and unbiblical. So he
wrote what he understood the
Bible to teach, and what the
church generally believed. Putting

January/February 2009
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pen to paper makes explicit things
we already know; and that helps us
to understand them better.
Augustine’s work was a classic
study of sin and grace. The church
has been indebted to him ever
since.

His answer to the question
— “saves from what?” — can be
summarised as follows. “Sin” is
more than the wrong things we
have done; it describes what we
are. We are free in the sense that
no one compels us to do right or
wrong; but we are biased against
God. Augustine compared it to a
pair of balances, or kitchen scales.
When balanced correctly they give
an accurate measure; but if one
side is loaded, they can only give a
wrong measure. In a similar way,
we would choose what is right, if
we ourselves were right; but our
sinful bias against God means we
end up doing wrong, even
rejecting the Saviour.

Freedom from external
constraint is not the same as
freedom from our own spiritual
bias. That bias is a sinful thing —
just as malice towards another
human being is sinful.* The ¢
mind is enmity against God
..."[Rom 8:7]. As Jesus put it,
“You refuse to c
you may h[dohres:40]i f
That was part of the change that
came over humanity at the Fall.
We need forgiveness for it, and
spiritual healing. King David’s
prayer should find an echo,
“Create in me a
God, and renew a right spirit

wi t hi MhPsarge10].

Augustine used three
analogies. Sin is a hereditary
disease; it affects the way we feel,
think, and act. Therefore it is also
a power that holds us captive. And
it is guilt — the liability to
punishment because we have
wronged God. “We are all in
Christ’s hospital”, he wrote. And
he was fond of quoting Christ’s
words,“ Wi t hou't me ,
not hing."”

Godébés grace

In the Old Testament God gave
many promises of the coming
Saviour and what he would do.
One of the promises (quoted in
Hebrews 8:10-12) is of a new
‘heart’, or disposition. Jesus’
expression “born again” [John 3:3]
is about that change of heart, not
merely about a change of beliefs or
lifestyle. Augustine realised that
and pointed out that such a change
of heart is an integral part of the
salvation that God gives.

So what happens when God
a rvisits ps in the gospel of our Lord
Jesus? When we receive the Son of
God as our Saviour we do so of our
d no@n accerd mikis atveryshearty
o " and sincere act on our part. But, if
we were to reflect on it, we would
realise that God must have been at
work in us before we would ever
do such a thing.

But we must never confuse
d | teeangassage @fghe gospel with
reflecting on the gospel. What God
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gathered you as a hen gathers her
chickens under her wings and you
wo ul d anddahese words were
spoken by Jesus with tears in his
eyes. Are you able to say that you
also feel dreadfully sad for those
who refuse His loving call and
invitation?

Then there are three
encouragements following these
three instructions:

Encouragement 1: The
firstis:“ For | am mee
i n h eia othet words, Jesus is
approachable. Those who have
met members of the Royal family
are amazed at how approachable
they are, but this is the Son of God
speaking, and He is approachable,
full of mercy, understanding,
longing for you to come, loving
with an everlasting love, and
delighting in each one who comes.
And He came into the world to
save sinners!

Encouragement 2: The
second encouragement is the re-
emphasised promise“ You s h
find rest wun-tno ydg
other words, He is planning for
you to have rest here knowing that
your sins are all forgiven and rest
hereafter when you shall enter His

everlasting rest - and He says it

twice in one verse. We are surely
meant to get the message, don’t
you think? Have you got it?
Encouragement 3: The
final encouragement is not that
you will have no burden, but“ My
yoke is easy and my burden is
| i gAllt Would say to that is, He
means what He says. What a
wonderful journey home to your
heavenly Father’s House to have
the continual company and care of
tha enly onk whe tay genuinely
promise,“ | wi |l | never
nor forsake you”
So there is a loving

invitation addressed to all of us
here today. Will you accept or will
you refuse? What would your
advice be to me? What would your
advice be to your son or daughter
or grand-child? Would you tell
them to ignore it, refuse it, or
accept it?

Then what have you done with
this invitation? What will you do
with it? What do you think the

A ILdrd Jesus Christ wants you to do,

uand what doés $1& want me to do?
Immediately accept Him, come to
Him and learn of Him and enjoy
rest for your soul today and for
evermore. Thank you all for
listening, and may God bless us. Y

A REVOLUTION BEGAN IN THE 1960s, unnoticed though it was at the
time. It was a turn inward to the self...This is the heart of the post-modern
rebellion. It turned away from meaning that is fixed and universal and
turned toward meaning that is private and subjective. It shifted from
absolute moral norms to those that are simply private. It rejected the
Enlightenment’s confidence in (naturalistic) reason and began to think
more in terms of intuitions and to give greater weight to feelings.

David F Wells
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last year, livestock numbers
decreasing, an inordinate
multiplication of regulations and
paperwork, uncertainties, burdens
galore, talk of recession,
depression and so on. And we
know about these burdens and
recognise them too.

2. But do we know the
burden we have because of our sin
- sin against God? It is a real and a
heavy burden and is expressed in

thesewords:“ ...si n when
finished bri napd
“the wages ofAnd i

we are all sinners; there is none
righteous - no not one; we are all
in the same boat and the
consequences of unforgiven sin are
€normous.

Jesus tells us more about
these consequences than any one
else and He is the faithful and true
witness who cannot lie.

3. The Lord Jesus declares
that He will give rest from that
burden: “I will give you rest”. Do
you believe this? And this rest is
found in Jesus Christ. What a
marvellous thing for sinners like
you and me to find rest and be
greatly loved! And that is the
message of the gospel, good news -
John3:16:“ For God so
world that He gave His one and
only Son that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have
et er n adnditis sineets that
are loved - not good people.

Now then, how are we going to get
this wonderful rest? There are
three instructions/sign posts/

f
n

directions and three
encouragements:

Instruction 1: What are
we called to do in a gentle and
lovingway? “* Co me u nYowo
might think, “I must - but I cannot
- but I must!” Then what will you
do - nothing? Surely not! What
will you do then? Cry out for help,
and pray, and remember, as you
begin to pray, an answer is given.
So will you heed His loving call to
domeiusto Him? And do not delay,

ofor thén yah enaytbditdo late - now

id tlse bedteime. ‘fdrd help me to
come”, and as you begin to pray,
the Lord will hear and an answer
willbe given-“ As k and
receive, seek and you will find,
knock and the door will be
opened.”

Instruction 2: We are also
told:* Take my
other words, get alongside me - do
not try to be a loner, for you
cannot do without Jesus. Be sure
of it - you will be lost without
Jesus. Serve Him as Lord and love
Him as Saviour.

Instruction 3: Then we
aretold:“ Lear n
be like Jesus, listen to what He
says, trust and obey. What a
veorderfill world eve would have if
we were all like Jesus! There are,
of course, many aspects to this,
and this is just a very brief address
and therefore I will focus on only
one aspect this afternoon: that is
the attitude of heart and mind that
Jesus had to those who refused
His invitation as expressed in the
words: “ How often
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you

yoké upon

Iedrntone ” .

wo ul

does behind the scenes is not our
business; our business is to do
what he tells us. God does not ask
us to wait for some change to
happen, or focus our thoughts on
ourselves. Instead he simply
presents his Son to us as the
Saviour of sinners and commands
us to receive him. Christ Jesus will
make the changes we need — our
responsibility is to ask him.

Augustine saw grace as
nothing less than God saving
sinners. It’s more than making
salvation possible — it’s actually
saving the person. God is active.
Everything from start to finish is
his work. A sinner’s task is to rest
wholly on God’s promise to save
people by Jesus Christ. A good
standing with God (justification) is
his gift; a good heart (sanctify-
cation) is also his gift. A life well
lived is ultimately the result of his
gifts.

History

The Bible’s teaching on these
things has been challenged or
denied. Sometimes that is the
result of thinking about two
different things at the same time —
we tend to get them mixed up.
People sometimes forget the
difference between what God does
for us (he justifies), and what God
does in us (he sanctifies).

Also, if our main concern is
to live a life of obedience to God,
we might imagine that people who
speak a lot about grace are
encouraging careless living. They

are not. Or if our main concern is
toshowthat* sal vati on
L o r &€ might imagine that
anyone who speaks a lot about
obedience is denying that salvation
is all of grace. They are not. God’s
saving grace gives us a new heart,
and his Spirit continues to work in
us. The result is that we want to
please him, and will persevere in
the faith till the end. Augustine
knew that from the Bible and his
own experience.

A different challenge came
at the start of the seventeenth
century. Followers of a Dutch
theologian called Arminius
developed ideas that became more
extreme as time went on. They
argued that God had only made
salvation possible — the rest being
up to us. If they had been correct
that would have made God a
helpless spectator, his choice
would only mean acknowledging
the inevitable, and sinners could
lose their salvation as easily as
gain it. That is contrary to the
Bible’s teaching that God saves
sinners. The church as a whole
rejected what they said, and the
international Synod of Dort gave a
point-by-point refutation of their
arguments (known in the jargon as
T.U.L.I.P. — look it up!). But their
approach has become common.

Later a similar controversy
arose. An American evangelist
named Charles Finney did not
fully appreciate sinners’ need for
God to heal their soul. He thought
that what people needed was ‘arm-
twisting’, or psychological
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pressure. His concern for the
salvation of his fellow men was
commendable — we can learn from
it. But his approach was flawed
and a significant proportion of his
‘converts’ went back to what they
had been before. His apparent
success (large numbers were
moved to profess faith) has led
others to follow his example —
which turned out to be a mistake.
They do not realise that a change
due to psychological factors is a
different thing to a God-given
change of heart. Without God’s
work people will ‘snap-back’.

Differences and issues

There are significant differences in
the message conveyed by those
who agree with Augustine or
Calvin, and those who have the
weaker beliefs of Arminius’
followers. James Packer has

That message offers Christ
freely to everyone. It gives strong
reasons why everyone should
entrust themselves to him to save
them. It presents him as a
purposeful and capable Saviour as
well as one who is “ready to
forgive”. And it gives assurance

that* he who has begun
work in you will perform it until
the day of [PHlIs:6ls Chr

That is very different from saying
that God wants to save you but
can’t until you make the decisive
choice. It shows a God who
actually saves, not one who
watches helplessly.

We would expect a
difference in the spirituality that
results from those different beliefs
and experiences. Faith in a God
who really saves sinners should
result in deep humility, utter
confidence and resounding praise.
For it sees a love, a loyalty, and a
power that others have never

imagined.

Zummgdupthegospelas (Al'i ster McGrath-"s

ugustine and others understand . . ]
it in this way: ,,Chr!st!'an Theol ogy:

« . ducti on contains a

1. “that all men are sinners and Augustine®s thought
cannot save themsselves; ) matter. Two good biographies are
2. that JeSLlS ChI‘lSt, GOd’S SOH, 1S by Peter Brown and Henry
the perfect Saviour for sinners, Chadwick. One of the best articles
even the worst; on sin and grace is by J. I. Packer
3. that the Father and the Son — it is his Introduction to John
have promised that all who know Owen"s ,Death of Dea
themselves to be sinners and put can also be found as
faith in Christ as Saviour shall be Precious Blood" in h
received into favour, and none cast Godliness"™ Two hel
out ... chapters 16 and 17 o
that God has made repentance and ,Serving the Peopl e
faith a duty ...” of ,Collected Works"
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Gideons 25 years after they were
founded in 1899 to distribute the
first million copies; now one
million copies are distributed
every four and a half days, which
means that this year 75 million
copies will be distributed - or two
every time your heart beats.

Now why would busy people
devote so much time and effort to
do that? Jesus said “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. The
second is like it: love your
nei ghbour as

What greater way is there to
show love to our fellow men than
to give them the one book that
gives them all they need? The book
that answers the questions, “Why
do I hurt, why do I feel empty,
what’s the point of living, why
does nothing really satisfy me,
where do I find truth, how can I
secure my future, where can I find
a friend that sticks closer than any
brother, where can I find relief
from this crushing guilt that I feel,
who was this man Jesus, why is He
relevant to me, why did He die,
how do I get into a right
relationship with Him?”

The Bible has the answers to
all these questions and many
more. Christians everywhere can
tell how the Bible has impacted
their lives and how they have been
introduced to Jesus Christ as the
Son of God who loved us and gave
Himself for us. Having come to

your

know for themselves the wonder of
forgiveness of sin through the Lord
Jesus, Christians, Gideons, and
our choir [The Gospel Male Voice
Choir who arranged the service]
want to love Jesus and want to
love those around them in the
world in such a way that they too
will have peace with God.

So thank you all, in
anticipation, for your gifts today.
100% of the collection will go to
the purchase of scriptures for
distribution, as all overhead costs
are paid for by the Gideons
themselves.

This brings us to the point

swérd we $hould acknowledge and

accept that the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself wishes us to recognise the
authority of His Word, the Bible,
hear His loving call and come to
Him - which brings me now to
focus on the words of our text this
afternoon in Matthew 11 verse 28,
“Come unto me al
and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn of me for I am meek
and lowly in heart and you will

find rest unto your souls. For my

yoke is easy and my burden is
l'ight?”.

There are these following
points to be noticed.

1. We have recently been in
a state of enormous fluctuation -
oil price earlier this year at $148
per barrel and now at $48 per
barrel, Stock Market boom and
bust, Banks running out of money,
the housing market in free-fall,
wheat prices £100 as against £200
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Come Unto Me......

The following address was given by Roderick MacKenzie,
Fearn, at the eleventh successive service for farmers, crofters
and friends at the Dingwall Auction Mart on 7th December
2008 with well over 500 present - right across the age
spectrum. The address was based on Matthew 11:28-30.

here again; how quickly the

time has passed since last
year! And here I am really quite
nervous in view of the
responsibility to speak to you all.

Hopefully, however, I'll not
turn out to be like the man who
was asked to give the morning talk
at a Christian conference. He
arrived on the platform with his
knees shaking and began by
asking, “Do you know what I am
going to speak about today?” to
which his audience replied “No”
and the speaker said, “Neither do
I”, and he scampered away.

The next morning he was
persuaded to try again and with
knees knocking he began, “Do you
know what I am going to speak
about today?” to which his
audience replied “Yes” and our
friend responded by saying, “You
don’t need me to tell you then!”
and again he ran off.

The third morning he was
again going to try and give the
address and began by saying, “Do
you know what I am going to

I T IS WONDERFUL to be back

speak about today?” to which half
of his audience responded with a
“Yes” while the other half
responded with a “No”. The
nervous speaker’s response was,
“Then the half that knows can tell
the half that doesn’t know”, and
again he ran from the platform.

I do not know if the proportion
here is 50/50, but I do know that I
have good news to tell.

Before I start, I want briefly
to tell you a few things about
Gideons International, the
organisation for which funds are
being collected today. It is an
association of 130,000 Christian
business and professional men,
and their wives, who believe that
the Bible is the inspired Word of
God, and who have accepted Jesus
Christ as Saviour and Lord.

They distribute God’s Word
around the world, working in 187
countries with 84 languages,
distributing the Bible in hotels,
prisons, hospitals, schools,
universities, cruise ships, old folks’
homes, and to lifeboat, fire and
ambulance crews. It took the

The Church and the
Holy Trinity

2 - God the Son

By Archie McPhail
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WHEN WE THINK about God’s
dealings with us our mind is

drawn to the Son. At Jesus’
baptism the Father said,“ Thi s
my b el o v Fhitee yparsiatet
Jesussaid,* He who has
has seen tHowdoEshd h
relate to us, and we to him?

How the Son relates to us

Job longed for someone who could
“l'ay his handHeuepag
he is — God and man, two natures
in one person forever. The apostle
Johnwrote," No man has
God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he has
dec!l ar edbhnh:n8h" Ther
is one Mediator between God and
me n , t he man [Clinr i
2:5].

Jesus is identical to the

Fatherin everyrespect—“ i n t h evithGod.“ No

f or m o fPhi@:6]dHe is also
truly human — born of Mary.“ He
had to be made like his brothers in
every r[Hep:et And
that means he is able to support

the tempted.

- Relating as Redeemer

i
The Old Testament spoke about

Sf “gavinrg’ehis people. Jesus said

©the Father had not sent him into
the world to condemn the world,
“but that the
mi ght b dJng:ay @ut"”
salvation involves having our sin
taken away and being freed from

nits power dnd dortsequiences. So

wor |l d

Jesus said hehadcome“ t o gi ve
|l ife as a ranfMabm f or
20e28]nand John the Baptist

described himas“ t he Lamb of

God who takes away the sin of the
w o r [[JbHn 1:29]. The Son of
eGod presents himself to us as our
Redeemer.
st Jesws tels'lis the Father’s
will for our salvation. He is the
“Word” who was in the beginning
one
Father except the Son, and anyone
to whom the Son chooses to reveal
hi m. Come wunto me
gi ve vy dMatmr:eys28]’
Since he has done everything
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necessary for our salvation he tells to him to receive God’s mercy and
us,“t his is the wil blessing. H&dwat not disérimninate
you believe in him whom he has against any, but his invitation is
s e n[dohn 6:29]. Hence the full and free. It goes even to the
importance of the Apostles’ worst—“ This is a faithf
writings — they convey the and worthy of all acceptance, that
teaching of Jesus, which the Christ Jesus came into the world
Father gave him. to save sinners, of whom I am the
Part of his function is to f or e noB®m r*15]. This is
represent his people. We are either according to the Father’s will; he
“in Adam”, or “in Christ”. Either “nNnow commands al |l me
we are fallen (in Adam), or we are everywhere,[Actso repen
righteous (in Christ). He 17:30]. That is how we first meet
represented his people before God the Son of God. We realise our sin,
when He presented himself to God and find that Jesus is the God-
atthecross—“ He bor e o U rappsinted Savioun. All else follows
his own body[1Reter t| hfiwm that.e e ”
2:24]. So an Apostle writes,“ | f pne
di ]e d for all [2€h€n platingddtRehusband of
5:14].
He continues to represent the Church
them in heaven. He is the “Lamb -
m the midst of the throne” (Rev. The Son of God has compassion on
(51'.6)' Th(:llr (? n%lomg}f 1ns aref people whoever they are, and calls
tkllsél;lelg?gr? tw herel t eg lcor(; zss i o them to come to him for rest. But
Ch i ¢ God " S es e%}gllqy, Re loves and values the
rrst, 0 S on., peo%le HsFihterthis gi{‘}eﬁ him.
f rom aftJohnsyln “Yours the wer e an
Although he resides in tn y '
e m t[dohme6].
heayefl He_ operates on the egrth. ’Id‘hey arecalled* the Bride,
Heis* Ki ng of ki ngs| AR 151915 QI@ hat "
L o r dRev19:16]. All power in t L [Re 219]. That
+15]. Al powel indicates a depth of affection that
heayen and earjch has been gtven the best human marriage only
}golrlrlln}lli[slvlli‘zttﬁesr' 18 Hie ﬁeielges f ol faintlynresembles. It involves a
h hth . ftg dby hi commitment that the crucifixion
g r ngH O?e gitts, ag y ms demonstrated, but could not end.
purit, he enhgrgelzf anh h The pity and loyalty of the Son of
stre}rll 8t ensd 1shc urch on earth. God are beyond comparison. And
In those an 0:[ er ways He carries it suggests an intimacy that only a
out the Father’s plans for the loyal spirit can enjoy —* one spi r i
world. . . wi t h t hleCotéoiyld "
. Slnc.ehe‘lstheSaVlourof “Blessed are the pur
sinners he invites people to come
The APC News No 133 [8] January/February 2009

stands when all else fails. Our
strong confidence.- is that God still
reigns, and whether people are
groping in the dark, or living in
open defiance of God, his truth
will remain true.

It is not outside the realm of
possibilities that Obama, Gordon
Brown, Alex Salmond, and any
other leader or ‘has-been’, come
under the saving power of the
Gospel, to rule to the glory of God
and for the good of the people
under them. Our urgent duty and
privileged responsibility is to pray

for those who rule over us, that
God, and the Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ be honoured.

“First of all,
supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, for kings
and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. This is good, and it is
pleasing in the sight of God our
Savior” [1 Timothy 2:1-3].

Malcolm MacInnes, Moderator

Arecei ve

t he

WHEN GOD GIVESYOUan“ engr af t gitwilWmkegdu hunger
for more of the same. But be careful; don’t go ‘cherry-picking’ for feel-
good Scriptures. To grow in your faith you must discipline yourself to
spend time each day in God’s Word. You don’t discover an engrafted Word
all by yourself, or decide that one particular Scripture is for you and

anotherisnot.” Al |

Scriptur BTim3:n6NKP/T Bofmake a bl e”

profit in business you must know your business thoroughly, otherwise
you’ll soon be out of business. The way to succeed in your Christian life is
to make it your business to know your Bible. Don’t just seek a Word from

God, study the entire Word of God.

Do you want your life to count? Saturate yourself in the Scriptures!
Its amazing the analogy of the sperm and the egg. Neither the male sperm
nor the female egg is capable of reproduction. Only when the sperm
impacts and is embraced by the egg, is there conception and reproduction.
And its the same with our spiritual growth. When God’s Word and the
receptive heart get together, something is going to happen. That’s a

combination that works every time!

There’s nothing to beat prolonged personal exposure to the
Scriptures. Its vital. Without it you won’t be able to hear what God is
saying to you. You’ll always have to depend on somebody else.. Imagine
dealing with your husband or wife on that basis? How long do you think
your marriage would last? The same is true with God. There’s no
substitute for first-hand, daily consistent exposure to the Word. Bob Gass
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From the

Moder at or 6s

De s k

Mars Hill or White House

Revd Dr Malcolm MaclInnes

Mar 6s Hi | | or
in Washington

By the time you read this the
inaugural visit to the modern-day
Mar’s Hill will be over. America is
entering what will be a dark period
in its history, if God does not
mercifully intervene. A nation
which had the words In God we
Trust on its coins, has elected a
President, whose charisma has
won him votes, but whose
leadership is threatening to wreck
the nation on the rocks of defiance
of God.

When Obama appeared on
the campaign trail some reporters
described his rallies as close to
being Messianic. Talk radio host
Rush Limbaugh said of some of
Obama’s supporters, they are
“People desperately seeking
meaning in their lives because they
don't have any; they feel empty,
they're trying to fill the emptiness,
to fill the void. And Obama does”.

How much and for how
long ? Not even Obama can do
what only God can do. What the
people of America, and of Britain,
need to hear is what was heard at

t he WY HALAhEE MahPgods

were on offer, and attempts were
made to worship them all. The
Apostle Paul visited town, and
seeing the spiritual blindness of
people, he began to tell them
about the Creator God who sent
his Son to die for the sins of the
ungodly, the God who now
commands all people everywhere
to repent. Obama’s all-
inclusiveness for political purposes
will not wash in the sight of the
only true God. Great kings and
gifted presidents will also have to
appear before the Judgment
Throne of the King of Kings.

The roots of societies
problems are not social, political
or financial. They are spiritual.
The human problem concerns our
relationship to God. It is against
the teaching of the Bible that each
person prays to ‘the god of our
many understandings’. What
strong evidence of spiritual death,
bishop or no bishop! At Mars Hill,
Athens, some people mocked
when they heard Paul speak
spiritual truths. It makes no
difference to God’s truth whether
people laugh or cry. The truth
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they shal[Mats:8le Gqg

All that he did he did for
them. As the high Priest acted on
behalf of his people, so the Son of
God went to the cross for their
sake. His prayers, his teaching,
and his gospel provision is all for
their benefit. At the end of the age
he will return, and the main
reason willbeto“ r ecei v e
myself, that where I am there you
may b e [Jahh ;@] If we
believed that, we would marvel at
his love for poor sinners and let
ourselves enjoy it.

He provides for his people’s
needs. Hegives* enough t g
the needs of everything that

i v[Bsai45:16]. Hehas“ gi f t
f or msethey can grow in the
faith and in the knowledge of his
love. In every challenge and
temptation he is ready to give
them what they require —“ Gr a c
upon g[Johciabl.

And he sometimes tells
them his secrets.” The secr
Lord is with those who fear
h i rfPsa25:14].“ | no | on
you servants, I call you friends,
for a servant does not know what
his master does; but I have called
you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have
made known [Joht o

15:15].

Our response to the Son

None less than God the Father has
made people sharers with his Son
“who has called

df"el | ows hi p[10Gof19hi s
His Word is telling every one of us
to come and share with Christ
Jesus. Those who do so receive
many benefits from Christ’s store

of good things—“ t he grace
Lord JesusCofihnyl st ”
“Ask, and you shal

Sol

of

your joy mdohn be ful |’

y o6te4]u nt o

They benefit from his
obedience on their behalf, and his
intercession for them. Do you
believe the Son of God is praying
for you constantly? Consequently
they have the Holy Spirit at work
irsthemtn tosnbke them holy. They
are children of God, and share the

s Spirit of God’s Son, prompting
themtocery® Ab b a,
work in this life is designed to give
them a reward in the life to come —

“sit with me in my
e also overcame and am set down
with my Father in
[Rev 3:21].

et ol dwellwith him who is
poor and of a contrite heart, and
gveho tremblds &t my word” [Isa
66:2], Christ says. Since he dwells
in his church and communicates
by his Word and Spirit, it is our
privilege and duty to dwell near to
him. Listen; and respond. Hear;
orejdice; andobey.“ Pour out
heart tPsa6;m8]l.m”

He involves his people in
the project the Father gave him.
He could save the world without
any human involvement. But he
has chosen to use his people, both
t8 I?Png tl}? el foghg

perlshlng, and bullﬁ up one
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another. They ar e “t
Chr iIéwelethisword” d we |
us r i wehwill§idd that he is
using what we pray and do to the
benefit of our fellow men.

The main way we are to
relate to the Son of God is simply
by believing in him. Everything
else follows. If we do so we will ask
for the things he has promised,
and receive them. We will take
comfort from his work and from
his word. Indeed, it is our duty to
do so. That honours him, for we
are acknowledging that he is as
merciful and as faithful as he says
he is.

We honour him when we

H ereghrd hldny as mdre valuable than

aniything else, than the whole
world. Stephen regarded him as
worth dying for [Acts 7] — men
have died for less. We honour Him
when we keep his word — still
believing it although other things
seem to contradict it — obeying it
even when we do not want to. We
honour Him when we use his
name in our approach to God —
believing the Father will accept us
for his sake. We honour Him when
we long for his return — both in his
worship here, and at his return on
the last day.

“Even so,
Jesus .’ Y

C 0ome,

IMPORTANT DATE

TUESDAY 3 MARCH 09

at 7.30pm

Kingsview Christian Centre, Inverness

The Presbytery give a special invitation to
young couples, (and grandparents!)
to hear an address and ask questions on

‘COVENANT CHILDREN’

by Revd John van Eyk
(the minister of Tain/Fearn APC)

They have a son and a daughter
and several grand children.
Marion is naturally very concerned
and anxious. The congregation
continue to pray for Jimmy, we
feel deeply sorry for him, but we
do believe in God’s power to heal
and also that his grace is sufficient
for Jimmy and Marion and their
family.

We deeply appreciate all
the support given to the work here.
We believe we are greatly helped
by the prayers of God’s people. JR

DUNDEE

We are sad in having to report that
our elder and treasurer, Paul
Scrimgeour passed away. He died
on 22 December just five days
after entering the local hospice in
Dundee. He was a great support to
us and helped us in every
situation. His commitment was
seen in taking all his holidays at
times when the church needed
him. He never pushed himself
forward but was always there for
helping out whenever required.

For Paul the church came first
before any other call. We trust the
Lord will raise up others in his
place. We ask for your prayers for
his wife Isabella and his family.

We had a very encouraging
Special Community Service at the
end of the year with over 50
people gathering. We were glad to
see some locals coming for the
service and having a good chat
with the congregation. Some
expressed appreciation of what
was said at the service regarding
‘Don’t Hide from Jesus this
Christmas’! Do pray that the seed
sown through the preaching and
the distribution of literature would
bear fruit to God’s glory.

A few weeks earlier we had a
very nice Congregational meal
together in the church with almost
everyone present.

Although a few in the
congregation were away at the end
of the year, we remembered the
Lord’s death at the last service of
the year . We wish to thank all who
have helped us, financially or other
-wise, so that we can continue to
preach the gospel in Dundee. Y

APC Gener al

Treasurer

This post is still vacant, and the Presbytery Clerk, Revd
Archibald McPhail, would be pleased to speak to any person who

feels he/she could serve the Lord in this capacity

- tel. 01631 -

567076, e -mail archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

The position is offered with the responsibilities as they are at
present OR with a reduced responsibility where the PAYE and Gift
Aid Tax elements would be outsourced to Accountants.

O
(72}
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school teacher. They are blessed in
that they have three sons: Samuel
who is at Bible College in Brazil,
Philip and Israel who are both
worship leaders, the former in
America and the latter in Portugal.
The grandfather (that one time
very determined Communist) for
whom we believe Satan had very
dark plans, but we believe God
also had plans, plans to prosper
him and to do him good, as now he
also preaches the gospel. Who
would have guessed that such an
active communist would change
and be the means of bringing so
many active workers into the
kingdom of God. With God all
things are possible.

In the last six months
Manuel has been to Serbia where
he and Claudiceia hope to do more
mission work among the Gypsies
and are waiting on God to provide
and also to open the way for that
work to go forward.

If this kind of story does
not bring a smile to our hearts,
and hope to our prayers for the
prosperity of the gospel then it
would be our wisdom to take a
very serious look at our own
spiritual fervour and motivation.

As well as praying for
Manuel and his family circle pray
for all who go out with the gospel
and for the multitudes who need
the gospel: Jews and Gentiles. It
was the Apostle Paul’s heart’s
desire and prayer for Israel that
they would be saved. It should be
ours as well, but not only for Israel
but Scotland and the United

Kingdom and every other place
and people that we can think of.
This above everything else is what
people everywhere need. Will this
not be the very thing that will
bring peace between Jews and
Arabs and the many others who
have persecuted the Jews. This
will also bring Jews to live securely
in the land which God promised
them they would inherit if they
obeyed Him but they would be
scattered if they were disobedient.
May that day come speedily when
the Jews become the foremost
lovers of Jesus Christ the Son of
God, and are greatly loved, and are
great lovers of the human race and
kind to the stranger within “their
gates”.

Pray for us as we go into
2009 that we are guided with
regard to every aspect of the work.
Pray, that we ourselves abound in
prayer. The public preaching and
teaching of God’s word is always
the main part of the work but also
pray for God’s gracious leading as
to how best to develop all our
contacts and what opportunities to
really follow up in God’s strength
and grace.

Pray for Jimmy MacKrell
who was told four weeks ago that
he has stomach cancer. He is to
have chemotherapy as soon as that
can be arranged. Jimmy, in his late
fifties, has been coming to the
services for some months along
with his wife Marion. He lives
locally and confessed Jesus as
Lord and Saviour when he was a
teenager. Marion is also a believer.
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Precenting and
Congregational Singing

RAISING GOD IS AN INTEGRAL PART of public worship which

perhaps is not always given the attention it deserves. In many

situations, sadly, praise has been regarded as part of the “prelim-
inaries”, despite the service having begun with the time-honoured
injunction “Let us begin the public worship of God” or “Let us worship
God”. Although the precentor has an important duty in leading the praise
of God, for effective praise the support of the congregation is crucial.

I remember our late friend, the Revd Jackie Ross, in response to the
oft-quoted “It’s what’s in our heart that counts” and in a discussion about
praise, saying that, if that is true, we will want to render the very best we
can with our lips.

To that end, a Conference on Precenting and Congregational
Singing has been arranged in Smithton-Culloden Free Church,
Inverness, on the evening of Friday, 1 May, through to late afternoon
on Saturday, 2 May, 2009 and all interested APC folk will be very
welcome. The cost is only £5.00 - to cover expenses. It should be noted
that the Conference aims to improve and encourage congregational
singing, as well as to help precentors (experienced or inexperienced) and
prospective precentors. For the encouragement of all who are interested,
assurance is given that the emphasis in all sessions will be more practical
than theoretical.

The aim of the Conference is 1) To glorify God by encouraging the
highest possible level of sung praise throughout the Free Church [and
other Churches-KM] 2) As a means to this end, to highlight the vitally
important role of precentors in leading the praise of God’s people, and to
offer them guidance and support in their task.

A Keynote Address on Saturday forenoon will be given by Revd Dr Iain D
Campbell on the subject “Spirit-filled Worship leading to Heart-felt
Praise”. I have attended such Conferences in the past and found them very
instructive and helpful. I intend to obtain a supply of Booking Forms to
distribute to congregations.

Whether you are interested in precenting (whatever stage you are
at), or just interested in good congregational singing - or both - I would
urge you to seriously consider attending the Conference. I am sure that
you will find it enjoyable and worthwhile. The Psalmist says in Psalm 147:
“Praise the LORD! For it is good to
pl easant, and pr ai s eKenny MacLean,Gaiflach. ”
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Congregational News

DINGWALL & INVERNESS
The congregation has suffered the
loss of one of its members,
Jasmine Bruce, who passed away
to be with the Lord. Jasmine went
to one of the Thursday Bible Study
Groups, often went to the Dingwall
meetings, and helped in many
ways with Blythswood, Torch
Trust and Manna House, before
her health began to fail. A large
number attended the funeral
service in Munlochy, her local
area. A poem, obviously one of her
favourites, and found in her house
by her son, Allan, shows the
direction of her heart. It was read
at the funeral service, and we pray
that it will be a channel of blessing
to many.

The series on Reviews of Revival
has continued, the most recent
being on the Welsh Revival, given
by Geoff Thomas, whose ancestors
were involved in that spiritual
movement. By the time you read
this, the Review of the Lewis
Revival will have been presented,
and we will hopefully let you know
about it in the next issue. These
can be heard at
www.sermonaudio.com/
kingsview , and are also available
on CD or DVD, which can be had
at a modest price from Kingsview
Christian Centre. Prayer times
remain the ‘power house’ of the

congregation, and our only hope for
spiritual victory comes from that
direction.

Here is the poem found in
Jasmine’s house:

Safely Home

I am home in Heaven, dear ones;
Oh, so happy and so bright!
There is perfect joy and beauty
In this everlasting light.

All the pain and grief is over,
Every restless tossing passed;
I am now at peace forever,
Safely home in Heaven at last.

Did you wonder I so calmly

Trod the valley of the shade?
Oh! but Jesus' love illumined
Every dark and fearful glade.

And He came Himself to meet me
In that way so hard to tread;

And with Jesus' arm to lean on,
Could I have one doubt or dread?

Then you must not grieve so sorely,
For I love you dearly still:

Try to look beyond earth's shadows,
Pray to trust our Father's Will.

There is work still waiting for you,
So you must not idly stand;

Do it now, while life remaineth-
You shall rest in Jesus' land.
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When that work is all completed,
He will gently call you Home;
Oh, the rapture of that meeting,
Oh, the joy to see you come!

Author Unknown

EDINBURGH

Thinking of the past year, has
reminded me of a very remarkable
visit we had from Manuel de
Castro Ayala a Peruvian pastor,
who has ministered to Gypsies in
Portugal for the past two decades,
where he has been instrumental in
helping to establish about twenty
congregations among these
despised and often persecuted
people.

Manuel was introduced to
us by a mutual friend, Eddie Brito,
who you probably read about in
the Blythswood news or in this
magazine. The reason you didn’t
read about Manuel much sooner is
because of various difficulties we
experienced in communicating
with him. Albeit the main points of
the following account are true and
we suspect that further enquiries
will reveal an even more
remarkable story.

Manuel preached a very
heart warming, passionate and
challenging sermon to us last June
on “The rich fool” [Luke 12:16]
which was greatly appreciated and
enjoyed by the congregation.
Because Manuel does not speak
English, Abner Brito, who is Eddie
and Vilma’s son, translated in

order that we could all
understand. After the service,
Manuel and those of the
congregation who were free to
come made their way to the manse
where he delighted us all with his
music and singing of hymns and
psalms.

What made the whole visit
even more spiritually powerful for
some of us was learning About
Manuel’s background. Manuel is
in his forties. He comes from a
family of five. When he was a child
his father was a very committed
Communist in Peru. In school one
day, Manuel’s sister’s teacher told
the children to bring a bible to
school for a project. The sister
went home and told her parents
but there was not one bible in the
house.

However the father said
that there was an “evangelical”
who passed the house each day
and he would be able to get a bible
from him. Not only did the
evangelical give a bible but he
explained the gospel to the father
who listened and went on to
believe it and started teaching his
large family the Word of God. As a
result Manuel and all his siblings
are Christians and at least two of
his sisters are now missionaries.

Manuel subsequently
married Claudiceia a Brazilian
who as a young lady was doing
mission work to gypsies in
Portugal. It was on one of her trips
back home that she visited Peru
where she had to deliver some
package. She met Manuel a young
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