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EDITORIAL

Sorry’ | s N

OW DO WE HONESTLY

feel about Sir Fred

Goodwin, the RBS head
Banker who lost billions of
pounds of shareholders’ money
and had to be bailed out by the
taxpayer, receiving £650,000 of a
pension for the rest of his life?

Are you angry? Are you
jealous? Do you wish you were
him? Do you think it is fair that he
should receive such a large
pension having being responsible
for such a large debt? Do you think
he should pay something back?
Do you think there is justice that
he should get away ‘Scot-free’? Is it
right that Sir Goodwin should live
the rest of his life in such luxury?

Most of us, I am sure, would
think there is something not right.
Saying ‘Sorry’ is just not enough.
But let us apply the same attitude
and principles to salvation in
Christ. Christians have their debts
completely paid-off. They do not
have to keep the law perfectly and
owe nothing in return.

Or do they?

Paul in writing to the Roman
Christians saved by God’s grace,
says “brothers, we are debtors”
[Rom 8:12]. The NIV perhaps puts
it more accurately “brothers, we

have an obligation”. So the big
question is: Do Christians, being
pardoned of all their sins, have any
obligation to their Redeemer? Paul
says they do. They must no longer
live as they did in the past. They
are obligated to live for God, “we
are debtors, not to live according
to the flesh” [Rom 8:12].

Saying ‘Sorry’ is not enough—
God expects more from His people
than a simple apology. He
redeemed His people at a great
cost. Confessing our sins is not
enough. We must demonstrate our
gratitude and thanks to God for
His mercy and love to us by
obeying Him.

It has been said that the RBS
bankers did not realise what harm
they did. It might also be said
about Christians that they do not
realise what harm their sin has
done and may still be doing by an
ungodly life that is no different
from many in the world.

As redeemed Christians, we do
have an obligation to demonstrate
our gratitude to God and to live for
Him. Failure to do so reflects on
the genuineness of our repentance.
That is why Paul goes on to say in
this chapter that “if you live
according to the flesh you will
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die” [Rom 8:13]. If he was writing
to Christians, what does he mean
that they will die, if they have been
saved by faith in Christ? The
answer seems to be that, true
Christians “do not live according
to the flesh” , and therefore if we
are living according to the sinful
nature then we are just not
Christians despite our saying
‘Sorry’ about our sins!

The Bible teaches, and it is very
solemn, that true Christians do not
live according to the sinful nature
but live “according to the Spirit”
[Rom 8:4]. Paul’s point is that
Christians are controlled by the
Holy Spirit, whereas in the past
they were controlled by their sinful
nature, the flesh. Paul is
challenging us by inferring that we
may think we are Christians but
unless God’s Spirit regulates our
lives we are deceived.

Paul goes on and says a lot
about our mindset. “Those who
live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to
the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit” [Rom 8:5].

Paul is asking what preoccupies
our minds? What do we think of
most of the time? Is it the things of
God, or is it food, or fun, or
pleasure? Conversion is a change
of mind—towards, sin, towards
God, towards Christ.

All Christians then, have the
Spirit of God within them, and
that Spirit enables them to
overcome sin in their lives.
“everyone who has been born of

God overcomes the world” [1 John
5:4]. Again John says “I write to
you, young men, because you ...
have overcome the evil one” [1
John 2:14].

This overcoming is not perfect -
we fail at times. John realises this
for he says in the same letter that
“If we say that we have not sinned
we make Him a liar and His word
isnotin us” [1John 1:10]. How-
ever, the predominant lifestyle is
being led by the Spirit. There is a
radical cleavage with sin.

In the true Christian there is a
deep rooted cleavage with sin in
the heart, and a new principle of
holiness established in our
affections, so that there is a love to
righteousness and hatred to evil.
And righteousness and evil are
defined by God’s Word.

Such has been the ‘revelation’
that God has given to His people,
concerning their relationship with
Him, that there is a thorough and
major shift in their way of life,
which demonstrates not only their
gratitude, but their commitment
and loyalty to Him for evermore.

If it is right to expect Sir Fred
Goodwin to do more than simply
say ‘Sorry’, without any further
commitment in the future, how
much more is it right to expect
Christians, who have been
redeemed by the precious blood of
Christ, to live lives which manifest
real gratitude?

We will, of course need grace to
do that, and are in fact dependent
on God supplying it, but we are
nevertheless, under obligation. Q

The Joy of Believing in
the Lord Jesus
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R MARTYN LLOYD-

JONES is reputed to be a

man who knew the times
in which he lived, and what was
needed in the Church.

Iain Murray informs us in his
biography of Lloyd-Jones, that
Lloyd-Jones began his last major
series in Westminster Chapel on
the gospel of John, indicating to
the congregation that what he had
in view was not a verse-by-verse
exposition but rather an
application of the teaching ‘which
is found in this Gospel to the state
and condition of the Christian in
this world’.

The theme of that teaching in
John’s Gospel, Lloyd-Jones
believed, is ‘the fullness of the
Lord Jesus Christ available for His
people’. This subject was
important because ‘there is no
doubt that the greatest trouble at
the present time is that we are
living so far short of what we
should be, what is offered us here
and what is possible to us’.

The church was failing because
‘we are ever reducing this Gospel,
making something small of it, and
so giving non-Christians the
impression that Christianity is
something small, narrow,
cramped, confined, instead of
being this glorious thing that is

here indicated by our blessed
Lord’. Lloyd-Jones continues ‘The
main trouble in the Church
today—and I am speaking of
evangelical churches in particular
at this point—is the appalling
superficiality.’

Iain Murray goes on to explain
that Lloyd-Jones put this down to
a lack of personal acquaintance
with the power of the Holy Spirit,
and a consequent lack of joy and of
full assurance. Lloyd-Jones had
taught in his sermons on Revival
in 1959, that every Christian has
the Holy Spirit within them, but
there are times when His
influences are outpoured in an
extraordinary manner.

Lloyd-Jones maintained that
so many are lacking in this joy and
assurance because they have never
fully realised what salvation has
done to them, and what they have
been saved from. Lloyd-Jones
would then preach on the
privileges the believer already
possesses, including sonship and
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

There is indeed a great need
today, particularly in reformed
circles, that believers know whom
they have believed and who is able
to do more for them than they ask
or think “according to the power
at work within us” [Eph 3:20]! Q
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ASSOCIATED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES OF SCOTLAND

Summary Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December
£ £

INCOME

Congregational contributions and donations 164,609

APC News sales, subscriptions, donations and advertsig?

Bank interest 258

170,539
EXPENDITURE
Salaries, national insurance and pension premiums 155,737
Publications 5,209
Ministry training fund 914
Other expenses 4,595
Governance costs 1,598

168,053

Surplus for year 2,486
Accumulated funds at 31 December 2007 12,037
Accumulated funds at 31 December 2008 14,523

Represented by:

Fixed assets 550
Debtors 4,433
Bank balances 15,347
Less Creditors (5,807)

14,523

A copy of the accounts can be obtained on request from the General Treasurer.

APC Gener al

This post is still vacant, and the Presbytery Clerk, Revd
Archibald McPhail, would be pleased to speak to any person who
feels he/she could serve the Lord in this capacity - tel. 01631 -
567076, e -mail archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

The position is offered with the responsibilities as they are at
present OR with a reduced responsibility where the PAYE and Gift
Aid Tax elements would be outsourced to Accountants.
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Our Spiritual Roots

THIS IS THE second article in a series of ‘Our Spiritual Roots’. Last issue
Archie McPhail wrote on Augustine. In this issue Wayne Pearce writes

on the Scottish Reformation.

Roots Series 2:
Scottish Reformation 1

SOLA SCRIPTURA

Formation, Deformation,
Reformation

IN THE FIRST article in this series
Archie indirectly reminded us that
our Reformed Evangelical roots or
lineage can be traced back far
beyond the sixteenth century
Reformation. A perusal of John
Calvin’s famous and seminal
theological work ‘The Institutes of
the Christian Religion’ with its
copious quotations from the early
church fathers and even medieval
ones like Bernard of Clairvaux
amply testifies to this.

The very word ‘Reformed’
underpins the accuracy of such a
claim. The term clearly implies
that there is a standard to re-form
in light of. Therefore it may prove
helpful to think of three great
periods of church history leading
up to and including the
Reformation.

Firstly there was the period of
formation. The New Testament
church was formed “built upon the
foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone”

[Eph.2:20]. And we read of its
origins and initial expansion
through the preaching and
teaching of the gospel and the
whole counsel of God in the Acts of
the Apostles and the New
Testament epistles.

This period of formation
possibly lasted into the fifth or
even sixth century as the church
grew numerically and established
itself throughout the known world.

This period of formation
however was sadly followed by a
long, ever darkening, period of
de-formation under the usurped
authority of the papacy and the
near universal establishment and
domination of Roman Catholicism
here in the West. And the thing
that truly precipitated and
promoted this deformation in the
church was her departure from the
doctrine and teaching of sacred
Scripture.

Consequently, in came all
manner of false teaching and the
subordination and subjection of
God’s word to the inventions,
opinions and traditions of men
who claimed to speak on God’s
behalf. God however raised up
faithful and courageous men in the
sixteenth century like Martin
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Luther, William Tyndale, John
Calvin, John Knox and countless
others who took a firm stand for
the inspired, infallible and
inerrant word of God.

This led to the re-formation
of the church and hence the term
Reformation. The reformers truly
understood that the church stands
upon the Scripture and not the
other way around as the Church of
Rome claimed. Calvin rightly
insisted that ‘there is no other way
of raising up the Church of God
than by the light of the word...
There is no Church, he noted,
except it be obedient to the word
of God, and be guided by it.’

The reformers in Scotland
unquestionably shared these
sentiments and as a result, and by
the grace and power of God the
church and nation were duly
transformed on the basis of
Scripture alone. God’s word
became the litmus test of
orthodoxy and faithfulness.
Scripture not man’s teaching,
inclinations, feelings, emotions or
experience became the ultimate
authority for the individual
Christian and the church
collectively.

Reforming initiatives

Of course it is right that we
recognise that the Reformation
was anticipated and preceded by
earlier reforming initiatives.
Among the most notable of such
was that undertaken by the
Waldensians in the twelfth and

early thirteenth centuries, which
was mostly confined to Central
and Eastern parts of Europe.

The Waldensians, named after
the founder of the movement,
Peter Waldo, recognised how far
the Medieval Church had deviated
from the plain teaching of the
Bible and sought a return to the
simple faith and practice of the
New Testament church. They were
brutally persecuted and martyred
as a result.

Fourteenth century England
similarly experienced an attempt
at root and branch reform through
the faithful and fearless efforts of
John Wycliffe, who posthumously
and worthily earned the epithet of
‘Morning star of the Reformation’.

Wrycliffe rightly and
passionately pointed out to his
contemporaries that the Holy
Bible as the God-breathed word
was the supreme authority and
judge in all matters pertaining to
Christian faith and practice. If the
Scriptures can make one wise unto
salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ and thoroughly equip us for
every good work what more could
we possibly require?

Wrycliffe’s followers, known as
Lollards in England and Scotland
kept the torch of reform aflame
well into the early sixteenth
century. Of particular interest with
regard to Scotland, we learn from
John Knox’s instructive ‘History of
the Reformation in Scotland’ that
John Resby of Perth was cruelly
executed for holding Lollard
convictions as far back as 1407.

How to Study the Bible.

The 5 ‘Solas’ (By Grace Alone;
By Faith Alone; By Christ Alone;
By Scripture Alone; to God’s Glory
Alone) was presented to the
churches with much approval and
while the Karen churches were not
aware of the ‘calvinistic-arminian
dichotomy’, a ‘reformed theology’
seems to have been what they were
wanting and seeking. These Karen
churches have requested ‘good
strong Bible teaching’, but one
difficulty was the fact that their
language does not have a word for
‘Reformed’.

There are literally three or four
hundred congregations in the
jungle and the average size seems

to be around 200 each!

The ‘success’ of the experiment
can perhaps best be judged by the
fact that they assured the team at
the end of the conference that they
were most encouraged by the
speakers from England(!) because
the teaching had ‘restored’ them to
their original faith, to what they
believed when they were first
converted to Christ.

It seems that ‘missionaries’ had
come to them with ‘strange
teachings’ and they had gone
astray for a while but the
conference assured the speakers
that they had brought them back
to true faith in Jesus and the
Bible. Q

Ministry and Prayer

WE MAY NOT AT FIRST recognise that we have lost our spiritual vitality
through neglected prayer. We always have our abilities and our training to
fill the void created by the loss of God’s nearness. I think people can
survive and actually thrive without God’s anointing, by relying on their
abilities to carry them through—for a while. If we are hardworking, gifted,
well organised, and good motivators of others, our ministries may even
grow numerically. Many people choose churches based on programs
offered, and many churches have attractive programs even if the leaders
are not walking close to the Lord. But the spiritual power won’t be there,
and that means that ultimately they are failures. Usually people sensitive
to the things of God can sense the emptiness of the ministry, but they may
talk about it, especially if the leader is producing in terms of achieving
measurable goals....Part of this beating of the body [1 Cor 9:27] that a
Christian leader does is to refuse to be distracted so that quality time may

be given to prayer...

I write this as a fellow pilgrim. One would have thought that after so
many years, I would have mastered the art of moving to prayer when I
should. But I haven’t. This is a battle that has to be waged every day. I find
it much easier to some other work, and daily I have to decide to refuse that
inclination so that I can pray.  Ajith Fernando in ‘Jesus Driven Ministry’
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APC Minister Speaks at
Conference in North
Thailand Jungle ?

REVD GEORGE MACASKILL, the
Stornoway APC minister, plus two
other Scottish ministers, Ivor
Macdonald who ministers in
Staffin Church of Scotland in Skye
and Sandor Fazakas who is the
minister in the Portree Church of
Scotland and a Dutch pastor
visited the North Thailand Jungle
in January to minister to Karen
pastors.

They were accompanied by
Harvey Gutter, a civil engineer
from Holland who was videoing
the event in order to make a film
in support of the Karen.

The group have been going to
Thailand to encourage the Karen
tribe of Burmese refugees for
several years. However, this year
they decided to hold a ‘Reformed
Conference’ in the Jungle!

No less than 80 pastors, plus
elders and their wives attended
and this number could have
reached 300 if resources had
permitted. The Sgaw Karen
language is not well-known and it
is a matter for real prayer that
more translators/interpreters may
be found.

Boon Chu Pongdamrongsap,

who has visited several APC
congregations in the past, was the
one and only translator available,
which made translating difficult.

Boon Chu travels from Chiang
Mai into the jungle regularly and
ministers to these churches. He is
in constant need of our support
and help. Boon Chu has always
had a vision for such a conference
in the jungle and it was a great
encouragement to him.

The Sgaw Karen tribes have the
Bible in their own language, but no
other theological books or
writings. They are generally
faithful to the Bible and in
worship, but are in great need of
sound teaching in the scriptures.

They have been subjected to
several ‘sects’ who have claimed to
be Christian and this has led to
much confusion among many of
them. However, as they are so
isolated and very poor, they are
unable to travel into Chiang Mai
city for fellowship, or indeed
anything else.

The subjects covered at the
conference were: Leadership in the
Church; Church History; God’s
Sovereignty & Covenants; and
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Knox also notably begins his
‘History’ by recording the
execution of Paul Craw (or Craver)
who was burned at the stake at St
Andrews on 23 July 1433 for his
commitment to the simple
teaching of the word of God.
Similarly Archbishop Blackadder
brought accusations of Lollardy
against a number of prominent
landowners before King James IV
in 1494. By the early 1520s the
faithful labours of Murdoch
Nisbet, whose New Testament
translation into the vernacular
Scots language of his day of John
Purvey’s revision of Wycliffe’s
translation of the Latin Vulgate
Bible, made Scripture more readily
available to the saints through the
circulation of his manuscripts.

Antecedents to
Reformation: precursors
and stimulants

In addition to these early reform
initiatives, it is necessary to
highlight two particular
developments that greatly aided
the advancement and
establishment of the Reformation
and thus of Biblical Christianity in
Scotland and other parts of
Europe.

Firstly, it is impossible to
overestimate the importance of
Johannes Gutenberg’s epochal
invention of the printing press
with its moveable type in the mid-
fifteenth century. His famous Bible
while a luxury item in his day
nevertheless took a fraction of the

time to produce than the hand
copied versions that preceded it
and could be accurately
manufactured in large numbers.

His invention was soon
replicated throughout Europe
which was understandably and
undeniably crucial to the effective
spread of Holy Scripture.
Moreover, the printed word was
paramount in the significant
growth of lay literacy that was to
be a conspicuous feature of the
sixteenth century. For the first
time it became both practically
and economically possible to
produce large numbers of tracts,
pamphlets, books and Bibles in
different languages and have them
distributed throughout the length
and breadth of Europe.

The first printing press was set
up in Scotland in Edinburgh
around the year 1507. However
Scripture and Reformed literature
had to be printed abroad and
smuggled into the country prior to
the official parliamentary
endorsement of the Reformed
Faith in August 1560.

There was a notable exception
to this rule when for a brief period
in 1543, under the guidance and
authority of the earl of Arran, the
Scottish Parliament passed an Act
granting liberty to all to read the
Scriptures in their our native
language. Such was the hunger for
the word of God that this
legislation precipitated the
importation of a large quantity of
English Bibles.

Commenting on this wonderful
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providence Knox wrote, ‘This was
no small victory of Christ Jesus,
fighting against the conjured
enemies of his verity; no small
comfort to such as before were
held in such bondage that they
durst not have read the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments,
nor the articles of faith, in the
English tongue, but they should
have been accused of heresy.

Then might have been seen the
Bible lying upon every gentleman’s
table. The New Testament was
borne about in many men’s hands.’
Within a couple of decades the
mass produced Geneva Bible
which incorporated William
Tyndale’s accurate translation of
the original languages into English
with copious footnotes by Calvin,
Knox and others helped to forge a
truly biblical and Reformed
consciousness among Scottish
Presbyterians and English
Puritans.

The second development that
acted as a catalyst towards
Reformation was the Renaissance
emphasis on philology or literary
criticism. Of significantly great
importance was Erasmus’s
translation of the Greek New
Testament in 1516. This exposed a
number of textual errors in the
Jerome or Latin Vulgate Bible,
which had been the authorised or
definitive text since the fourth
century AD.

Alistair McGrath in his
biography on John Calvin provides
two explosive examples. Firstly, he
points out that the reformers could

now show on the basis of textual
analysis of Scripture that the cult
of the Virgin Mary had partly
arisen from Jerome’s
mistranslation of the original
Greek. Jerome had translated the
words of the angel Gabriel
recorded at Luke 1:28 describing
Mary as gratia plena, one who is
full of grace. On the basis of that
particular mistranslation,
medieval theologians had wrongly
taught that Mary was a reservoir of
grace that could replenish hungry
souls on demand, thereby
providing a false platform on
which the cult of the Virgin Mary
was erected.

Those acquainted with
Erasmus’s Greek New Testament,
however, could now show that the
original Greek text simply stated
that Mary was a ‘favoured one’ or
one who had found favour in the
eyes of God. Thus a very
prominent and enduring element
in medieval theology was starkly
contradicted and refuted by the
plain teaching of God’s word.

Likewise the Latin Vulgate
translated the opening words of
the Lord Jesus’ ministry recorded
in Matthew 4:17 as ‘do penance’
for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. The Medieval sacrament of
penance was defended and given
credence on the basis of these very
words. However, the reformers
could again point out that the
original Greek should be
translated, as ‘repent’ not do
penance. Where the Vulgate
appeared to refer to the rite of

PRESBYTERY

Reporting Back

HE MEETING OF

presbytery on 2nd March

covered a wide range of
business.

Work was started to help small
congregations have a more
consistent gospel ministry, which
would also bring the Word to a
spiritually needy part of the
country.

A book about Scripture by the
former Principal of Highland
Theological College had proved
controversial, and the presbytery
had given consideration to its
implications. It was agreed that
the governing bodies of HTC be
asked to clarify the College’s
position on the inerrancy of
Scripture. Small changes were
made to the way future divinity
students prepare for licensing.
Members of presbytery were
pleased to accept Dr Philip Ross as
a student in training for the
ministry.

We have informal links with
Malawi through Fletcher
Matandika, who presently pastors
Vancouver APC. He has made
suggestions for ways in which
young Malawians may be helped
to train for gospel work. These
were considered, and further work

will be done on the matter.

The Business Committee report
included the 2008 presbytery
accounts. These were adopted, and
it was also agreed to increase
salaries to just over £16k. One
congregation was authorised to
ask for assistance in property
repair work, in view of the fact that
it had consistently given a high
proportion of its income to
presbytery funds.

Late last year our esteemed
elder in Rogart passed to his
eternal rest. The presbytery paid
tribute to Jackie MacLeod,
committing his widow and family
into the care of our Father and
Saviour.

The following day a conference
was held. Papers were given by
John van Eyk on caring for the
children of the church, and by
Philip Ross on the Law of God.

The discussion these
contributions provoked showed
how the people present
appreciated the stimulating nature
of the occasion. It was both
intellectual and practical, and
reminded us of how important it is
for our practice to be underpinned
by Biblical and theological
understanding. Q
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present were ‘young people’, and
almost as if to prevent us blaming
the youth of the nation, one of our
company said ; ‘It is not the young
who are primarily to blame; it is
the adults who have not passed on
to the young the truth from
God’. How sadly true, and what
cause for shame and confession!
God’s sequence laid out in
Deuteronomy, chapters 6 and 11,
is that the older generation tell the
next about God, his character and

his faithful work, so that together
they have their hope in God. This
is confirmed in Psalm 78. We have
bred generations of ‘pagans, of
godless children who have grown
up without even the basic
knowledge of God and his Son
Jesus who is the one and only
Saviour.

The mission-field is in the
family and, even in the ‘church’
itself. With prayer, begin at the
house of God. Q

Benefiting from Preaching

IT IS ESPECIALLY DISTURBING how few believers pray seriously for
these things [God’s blessing on the preaching] and how great a number
overlook this indispensable element. Even in the sanctuary, relatively few
invoke the Spirit with perseverance and with definite aims in mind. Some
apparently think triflingly of it, since they arrive late. Practically nowhere
are there meetings for prayer before the worship hour.. Such negligence
tends to dispel the Spirit and contributes to rendering the preaching
ineffective for a number of hearers, simultaneously depriving the preacher
of his most substantial support. When, then, will the believers en masse
understand that they are primarily responsible for the preaching which
they hear, yes, more than their preachers?

If every pastor knew and felt that the congregation was praying and
that each member had prayed, that the congregation was supporting him,
interceding for him, that each member has benevolent feelings for the man
whom God had given to instruct in salvation, that each one loved him in
God, what preacher would not feel himself a new man? And whose

preaching would not be transformed?

Once again, preaching the word is a function and activity of the
Church, not the function and speciality of a man. Before judging anyone,
the believers should know that if they do not prepare for the preaching as
we have just indicated they will receive very little, perhaps nothing. And
this is as it should be! Let them know that god will also require them to
account for their having slighted the blessings which others have received
through the ministry of the same men....

Pierre Marcel quoted in ‘Power Preaching for Church Growth’
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penance, the reformers were able
to point out that the Bible actually
taught something quite different.

Repentance rather means to
change one’s mind, it means to
turn around - to turn away from
sin, Satan, self and the world and
turn to God and his word for life,
light and salvation. The reformers
could now effectively show from
the Bible that salvation and
reconciliation with God are by
grace alone through faith alone in
Jesus Christ alone and this
glorious truth categorically
excludes the need for works of
penance.

As God’s word makes clear,
salvation is not of works, lest any
man should boast [Eph.2:9]. It
was surely no coincidence
whatsoever that the first of Martin
Luther’s incendiary 95 Theses,
which he nailed to the door of the
Wittenberg Castle Church on 31
October 1517 in protest against the
sale of indulgences and other
corrupt practices made direct
reference to Matthew 4:17.

Sola Scriptura

There can be little or no doubt that
the power and efficacy of our
Reformed Evangelical forebears
lay in their Spirit-led conviction
that the Holy Bible is the inspired
and infallible word of God. It alone
is authoritative on all matters
relating to faith and doctrine. Only
by grasping this precious truth,
and following in the footsteps of
these godly men, can the Church

of today confront and vanquish the
powers of darkness. We must,
once again, take up “the sword of
truth, which is the word of God”
[Eph 6:17].

Sola Scriptura — Scripture
alone — was the clarion call of the
Reformation. Through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, this
belief was powerfully proclaimed
and readily accepted throughout
the length and breadth of
Protestant Europe in the mid-
sixteenth century. As a result, and
by the grace of God, eyes were
opened. Men were turned from
darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God. They
received forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are
sanctified by faith in Christ [Acts
26:18]. Martin Luther, reflecting
on his momentous ministry, wrote
‘All T have done is to put forth,
preach and write the Word of God,
and apart from this I have done
nothing’.

In Scotland, as elsewhere, the
authority, centrality, reliability
and sufficiency of the Bible
became deeply embedded in the
hearts and minds of our
Reformation forebears.

Patrick Hamilton and George
Wishart were among a host of
believers who went to the stake
professing this central tenet of the
Christian faith. At his trial,
Wishart’s unshakeable resolve and
commitment to the word of God
stood in stark contrast to that of
his adversaries and persecutors.
Like Stephen, the first martyr in
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the New Testament church, he
boldly and defiantly confronted
those who accused him of heresy
and sedition. He said to them, ‘T
desire to be heard for three causes:
the first is because through
preaching of the word of God his
glory is made manifest: it is
reasonable therefore, for the
advancing of the glory of God, that
ye hear me teaching truly the pure
and sincere word of God, without
any dissimulation.

‘The second reason was
because that your health springeth
of the word of God, for he worketh
all things by his word: it were
therefore an unrighteous thing
that ye should stop your ears from
the teaching truly of the word of
God.

‘The third reason is because
your doctrine speaketh forth many
pestilentious, blasphemous, and
abominable words, not coming by
the inspiration of God, but of the
devil, and no less peril than my
life.’

Nothing encapsulated the blind
ignorance of the visible church of
those times than the words of
George Crichton, Bishop of
Dunkeld. After ensuring that
Thomas Forret, the vicar of Dollar,
was burned in Edinburgh in 1539
for daring to preach the Gospel,
Crichton expostulated; ‘I thanke
God, that I never knew what the
Old and New Testament was!’

By contrast, the preface to the
Scots Confession of Faith,
composed by John Knox and his
compatriots at the instigation of

the Scottish Parliament in August
1560, bears witness to the primacy
of the Bible in the thought and
actions of the Scottish
Reformation fathers. This
impressive document served the
Church well until it was replaced
by our own more systematic
Westminster Confession of Faith
in the late 1640s. Its authors made
the following humble but
categorical appeal: ‘If any man will
note in this our Confession any
article or sentence repugning
[repugnant] to God’s holy word,
that it would please him of his
gentleness, and for Christian
charity’s sake, to admonish us of
the same in writ; and we of our
honour and fidelity do promise
unto him satisfaction from the
mouth of God (that is, from his
holy Scriptures), or else
reformation of that which he shall
prove to be amiss’.

The Scots’ Confession, echoing
the words of the apostle Paul in 2
Timothy, explicitly declared; ‘We
believe and confess the Scriptures
of God sufficient to instruct and
make the man of God perfect, so
do we affirm and avow the
authority of the same to be of God,
and neither to depend on men nor
angels’.

Godly church and nation

In a similar vein, the same
compilers of The [First] Book of
Discipline firmly based their
blueprint for the creation of a
godly society, not on the wisdom

From the Moderator’'s Desk

Was Jesus a
Troublemaker?

Revd Dr Malcolm MaclInnes
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EPENDS ON WHOM you

ask ! Some ‘church people’

could not cope with a man
who overturned tables and used a
whip to move people along.

This man told the religious elite
of his day that they were
hypocrites and he asked them how
did they expect to escape the
damnation of hell. He obviously
was courting no favours.

There is a notion around that
the more soft-mouthed you are,
treading softly lest you offend,
even if it is an affront to God, you
are being gracious and Christ-like.
This is a failure to understand the
‘love of God’, and may be only a
cover-up for fear of confronting
evil in society.

The Lord Jesus said ‘Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of
God’, but he also confronted
people with strong charges against
their hypocrisy and heresy. Jesus
called a spade a spade. His regard
for the honour of God was
foremost in his life and work. The

anaemic pronouncements of many
‘church leaders’ is a betrayal of the
truth of God, and the tolerance of
British Christianity is far removed
from the robust teaching of the
Bible.

I know that by the time some
readers have read this far, they
may not want to read any more!
That only confirms the point I am
making. Political Correctness has
invaded the church scene, leaving
it with no backbone. Even a
cursory glance at the news-
headlines, should awaken you to a
deep concern about the state of the
church and of the nation. Things
are serious at every level.

Patchwork attempts to salvage
the situation are all destined to
fail. The problem has been
hastened in its advance by the
church’s failure to teach the Word
of God. Recently, I was with some
Christians, and our conversation
traversed the disaster areas of the
nation — financial collapse,
hedonistic addiction, and
obsession with sex. None of us
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be Biblical in my suggestion to you
—try it ! [Luke 11:5f].

As we pray for the ‘hill-side’, we
are increasingly aware of the needs
that there are — among
ourselves. We need to be a
congregation of people aware of
God’s ability to bless us and to
make us a blessing to others.

If we are offering Jesus in the
Gospel to people outside the
church, we need to be sure that we,
in the church family, can honestly
speak with understanding, passion
and pleasure, about Jesus as our
Saviour and the Lord of our lives.

On a recent Sunday, in the
course of preaching, I told the
congregation about a pastor I had
met who was able to say that
‘seven out of every ten’ in his
congregation were men. That is an
amazing statistic, because, for the
most part, in our congregations,
and in many other denomin-
ations, there is a shameful lack
of male leaders. That pastor told
me that he had asked God to give
him men who would be spiritual
leaders in the home and in the
church. Let’s begin with that
prayer request.

DUNDEE

At the time of writing we look
forward to having Revd Archie
McPhail with us for the
communion at the end of the
March. We pray for God’s rich
blessing to attend the services and
the preaching of the Word and

that our Lord and Saviour will be
exalted and honoured amongst us.

The congregation are most
thankful for and grateful to
Isabella Scrimgeour who has taken
over the treasurership formerly
held by her late husband, and is
doing well.

We continue worshipping God
each week and enjoy the
fellowship of one another and the
friends from other denominations
who occasionally drop in to
worship with us on a Sunday.

Mr Quinn a dear friend who
comes each Lord’s Day evening
has been unwell and in hospital,
but has recovered. At a recent
Praise Night he told us about one
of the nurses who said that she
was connected to The Salvation
Army, but was ‘done with’ these
things, now! He kindly and
graciously reminded her that God
may not be ‘done with’ her yet!

We are preparing for our
Special Easter Service for the local
community and ask that you pray
about the meeting. The literature
is based on the resurrection of
Jesus which brought hope and joy
to the world.

The minister hopes to go to
Canada, visiting our congregations
in Edmonton and Vancouver in
April, and asks for prayer
regarding all the business of the
trip. Pray too for those who will be
taking the services during his
absence.

As always, we need the reviving
power of the Holy Spirit to enable
us to serve our Lord better. Q
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of man, but on God’s ‘plain
Scriptures’.

The first section of that work
proclaimed; ‘Seeing that Christ
Jesus is he whom God the Father
has commanded only [i.e., alone]
to be heard, and followed of his
sheep, we urge it necessary that
his Evangel be truly and openly
preached in every Kirk and
Assembly of this Realm; and that
all doctrine repugning to the same
be utterly suppressed as damnable
to man’s salvation’.

The reformers continued; ‘By
preaching of the Evangel, we
understand not only the Scriptures
of the New Testament, but also of
the Old; to wit, the Law, Prophets,
and Histories, in which Christ
Jesus is no less contained in
figure, than we have him now
expressed in verity’.

The Reformers stridently
condemned the multifarious
accretions that had blighted and
corrupted the Church throughout
the long period of deformation.
They outlawed ‘whatsoever men,
by Laws, Councils, or
Constitutions have imposed upon
the consciences of men, without
the expressed commandment of
God’s word’.

The quest to re-form and renew
the Church in Scotland according
to the Biblical model bore fruit to
the Lord’s glory. Ordinary men
and women, starved of spiritual
nourishment for so long, were
encouraged and taught to worship
God in spirit and in truth.

The Reformers implored the

populace to read the Bible and
fellowship with God on a daily
basis. Christians learned what it
truly means to walk in the light of
the Gospel.

John Knox besought his fellow
believers in 1557; ‘Let no day slip
or want some comfort received
from the mouth of God. Open your
ears, and he will speak even
pleasant things to your heart.
Close not your eyes, but diligently
let them behold what portion of
substance is left to you within your
Father’s testament. Let your
tongues learn to praise the
gracious goodness of him, whose
mere mercy has called you from
darkness to life’.

There is an invaluable lesson
here which needs to be imbibed
afresh today. We like Reformed
forefathers must take our stand
firmly upon the inspired, infallible
and inerrant word of God. Surely
one of the principle causes of the
deep-seated spiritual malaise that
has cast such a dark shadow over
large swathes of the visible church
throughout our nation and further
afield, is due to its abandonment
of its Reformation heritage, and
particularly the doctrine of sola
Scriptura.

The way forward is the way
back — to the Bible, the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the
truth. Let us preach it and teach it
with confidence and conviction.
Let us study it regularly and
encourage others therein. And
may God see fit to bless our
labours to His praise and glory. Q
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The Church and the
Holy Trinity
3—The Holy Trinity

By Archie McPhail

THE HOLY SPIRIT is a divine
Person. The fact that he is a person
is obvious from such sayings as,
“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God” [Eph 4:30], and, “the Spirit
intercedes for us” [Rom 8:26]. His
eternal deity is seen in the fact that
the Bible puts him in the same
class as the Father and the Son, eg,
in the baptismal formula [Mat
28:19] and the benediction [2 Cor
13:14]; and Jesus equates the
Spirit with himself when he
promises the disciples “another
Comforter” [John 16].

Jesus also refers to blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit as a more
serious sin than others. That can
only refer to a person who is God.
We should remember these things
when we meet sects that deny the
deity or personality of the Holy
Spirit.

How do the Spirit of God and
the people of God relate?

Immediate presence

He is the Person through whom
God is in contact in creation and

providence. “The Spirit of God
hovered over the face of the
waters” [Gen 1:2]. “When you
send forth your Spirit ... you
renew the face of the ground” [Psa
104:30].

Both the Father and the Son
send him. “I will pray the Father
and he will send another
Comforter” [John 14:16. “Having
received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit he has
poured this out ...” [Acts 2:33].

He brings with him the very
presence of God, the Father and
the Son. “If anyone loves me, he
will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home
with him” [John 14:23].

There is a special closeness
between the Spirit and the
believer. “T will put my Spirit
within you” [Ezek 36:27]. “He who
is joined to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him” [1 Cor 6:17].

Initial work

The Holy Spirit works in society to
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smaller % of the enormous Midian
army. Without strong faith you
would be very tempted to ask for
more fleeces.

Then the Lord, knowing
Gideon’s fears sends him
encouragement through a dream
given to an opposing soldier.
(You’ve got to read the whole story
in Judges 6-8.) Each of the 300
with a torch, and a trumpet and
the shout, “A sword for the Lord
and for Gideon” probably at about
10pm in the dark of night cause
panic, chaos and very solemnly,
massive slaughter to commence
among the Midianite oppressors.

Soon many more of the
Israelites, presumably and
thankfully the earlier fainthearted
ones, plus others, are into the fight
and completely overwhelm the
enemy. Sadly, to their shame, not
all Israelites are keen to join even
when requested by an exhausted
and brave God appointed leader.
Wonderfully, God through Gideon
delivers Israel who then enjoy
forty years of peace.

Be warned though, “All Israel
prostituted themselves by
worshipping it (Gideon’s ephod in
Ophrah) there, and it became a
snare to Gideon and his family”.
Leaders called by God, having
done an outstandingly God
honouring work need to be kept to
the very end or there can be a real
downside.

Many thanks indeed to each
one who helps the work here.

NB Services 11.30 and 5.00
All Welcome. John Ross

DINGWALL/INVERNESS

This repeated exercise

of recording what happens in the
congregation has, for me, posed a
very challenging question. What
signs are there that God is
working a work of salvation in
the church-family?

I can report on organised
meetings, church services, the
Lord’s Supper and Baptism, Lunch
Club, Men’s Meetings, Ladies’
Meetings, the King’s View
magazine, Youth Fellowship, and
Christianity Explored. All of these
are commendable activities — but
we want God’s activity.

The question then is about
souls being ‘born again’, people
converted to Christ, and those who
profess to be Christians fired with
a fresh passion for Jesus and his
glory.

The series of ‘Reviews of
Revival” has highlighted for us
what happens when the Holy
Spirit comes down with gracious
power into people’s lives. These
Reviews have been recorded and
are available on-line at the
congregation’s web-site, or if you
prefer a disc recording, you can
have the whole set at a modest
charge to cover production and
mailing costs.

We thank God for the Bible as
we have enjoyed visiting
preachers, and the Prayer Times
are a source of great encourage-
ment, spiritual challenge and
refreshing. If you have not tried
prayer with perseverance, let me
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When locals are invited there is a
very good response so pray that
they actually come.

One of the congregation, has
been urging us to do a Christian
leaflet specifically for our area.
Prayer for this would be greatly
appreciated.

We had our grandchildren, plus
their mum and dad for the
weekend which was a great
pleasure. “Parting” was a strong
reminder of how fleeting and busy
life is and how difficult it is to get
time with your nearest and
dearest. Time is like water spilt on
the sand there for a moment then
gone.

KLM, the parish church where
we work, has just been linked to
Liberton where Rev. Dr. John
Young ministers. We hope and
pray that this along with a settled
ministerial colleague for John
Young will be a massive blessing.

The KLM congregation have to
find somewhere else to worship
long term, as they have found
asbestos in their church, a very
costly business. This is a very
severe trial.

Please continue to pray for
Jimmy MacKrell, his wife and
family as he continues to have
chemotherapy which he finds
gruelling.

In church, we are finding the
Book of Acts very encouraging and
instructive, as there is so much
about evangelising, the Holy Spirit
and much else.

Our last three sermons have
been about Gideon, a timely and

inspiring story for today. God’s
people, having brought the
ferocious “seven year Midianite
oppression” on themselves, by not
listening to God who brought them
out of Egypt, now begin wisely to
cry to Him. The Lord graciously
calls Gideon to be their leader. He
certainly does not feel like a
mighty warrior or fit for so
daunting a task but is given clear
guidance and “great and precious
promises.” The Lord said to him,
“Go in the strength you
have.....am I not sending you......I
will be with you.”

Gideon is not a man unlike
ourselves. When told to tear down
his father’s altar to Baal (political
suicide) and build a proper one to
the Lord, he did it by night for fear
of his family and the men of the
town.

Gideon wants to be sure he is
being guided by God. Not a bad
idea considering how Satan and
the human heart can totally
deceive. So we have Gideon’s
fleece an intriguing incident for
children and adults.

Then imagine a leader facing
a very much larger opposing army,
being told to reduce his army,
“That Israel may not boast that
her own strength has saved her.”
Twenty thousand who “trembled
with fear,” head home, ten
thousand remain. Still too many,
therefore the number is reduced to
those who “lapped the water with
their hands to their mouth.” A
mere three hundred are left. This
is 1% of the original, and an even
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bring God’s loved ones to him. It
was he who led the writers of the
Bible to record what they did [2
Pet 1:21]. He also equips people to
take the gospel of God to their
fellow men so they may be saved
[Eph. 4:11].

Jesus said the Spirit would
“convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and
judgement” [John 16:8]. He will
“take what is mine and declare it
to you” [John 16:14]. As a result of
that people come to faith in Christ.
Saving faith does “not rest in the
wisdom of men but in the power
of God” [1 Cor 2:5].

Continuing commitment

He brings comfort to believers
from the Father of Mercies. He
shows Christ, and enables them to
receive him. They are “born of the
Spirit” [John 3:5]. He shows the
privileges they have in Christ Jesus
[Eph 1:17-18], and as the Spirit of
the Son he enables them to call on
God as their Father also — the
Spirit of adoption [Rom. 8:15].
Thus they have boldness to
present themselves before the
throne of grace — knowing the
access a sinner has in Christ, and
having confidence to pray, “Our
Father...”

Jesus spoke about the effect his
Spirit would have in a believer’s
life. “As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself ... neither can you
unless you remain in me” [John
15:4], indicating that spiritual life
comes from him through his

Spirit. The “fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” [Gal. 5:22
-23]. There are two sides to this —
putting sin to death and learning
to follow Jesus [Col 3:9-10].

As God’s children come under
the Spirit’s influence in these ways
he will use them to build up one
another and to shine the light of
truth into society [Eph 4:12; Mat
5:14].

Relating to the Holy Spirit

Believers relate to him indirectly.
He does not draw attention to
himself, but to Jesus the incarnate
Son. “He shall take of mine and
declare it to you” [John 16:14]. His
work is to throw a spotlight onto
the person and work of Jesus, and
lead people to the Father through
faith in Jesus [Eph 2:18]. It would
be a mistake to focus on the Spirit
instead of them. He is alongside,
not face-to-face.

Believers should relate lovingly.
The great command is to “love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, and soul and strength and
mind.” That applies to the Spirit as
much as to the Father and the Son.
“Honour where honour is due” is a
Biblical principle, and we ought to
show appreciation for the person
and work of the Holy Spirit even
though he operates in the
background. That includes
gratitude for what he has done and
what he has promised to do in the
future. Love is in the heart, but we
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are called to show our love for God
by obeying him heartily.
Believers should relate attentively.

The Holy Spirit has given us
God’s revelation so we may have
fellowship with him. We should be
sensitive to what the Spirit is
saying in the Bible.

That takes careful reading, and
thoughtful application of his Word
to our lives. Since he has given us
God’s Word we may expect his
help to understand it and use it
well. “Open my eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of
your law” [Psa 119:18].

Believers should relate
sensitively. He is holy. The matters
he speaks of are the most
important and valuable there
could possibly be. He has revealed
the Father’s love. It is so great that

he handed over his Son so that
sinners would become his sons
[Rom 8:32].

The Spirit has revealed the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Though he was rich, yet he
became poor, so that you, by his
poverty might become rich” [2 Cor
8:9].

It is he who persuades and
enables us to receive Jesus Christ.
And it is he who applies the blood
of Jesus to a person’s conscience.
We dare not treat such things
lightly — how great a sin that
would be! Instead, we should
receive his witness with gratitude
and unquestioning faith, turning
from our sins and loving the One
who makes us new. “Do not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God” [Eph
4:30]. Q

Congregational News

Covetousness

COVETOUSNESS IS DESIRING SOMETHING so much that you lose your
contentment in God. The opposite of covetousness is contentment in God.
When contentment in God decreases, covetousness for gain increases.
That is why Paul says in [Col 3:5 RSV] that covetousness is idolatry. “Put
to death what is earthly in you; fornication, impurity, passion, evil de-
sire, and covetousness, which is idolatry”. It’s idolatry because the con-
tentment that the heart should be getting from God, it starts to get from
something else. So covetousness is desiring so much that you lose your
contentment in God. Or: losing your contentment in God so that you start

to seek it elsewhere.

Have you ever considered that the Ten Commandments begin and end
with virtually the same commandment “You shall have no other gods be-
fore Me” [Exod 20:3] and “You shall not covet” [Exod 20:17]? These are
almost equivalent commands. Coveting is desiring anything other than
God in a way that betrays a loss of contentment and satisfaction in Him.
Covetousness is a heart divided between two gods. So Paul calls it idolatry.

John Piper in ‘Future Grace’

HARRIS

Do please remember this
congregation as their elder
Norman Macdonald is now in a
Hospice. Norman himself has a
measure of peace there, but do
pray for his wife and family.

The congregational treasurer Mr
John Mackinnon has had to resign
due to failing eyesight and we are
most thankful that Finlay
Maclennan has agreed to take over
this post.

The congregation is looking
forward to having Revd Wayne
Pearce for the Communion at the
end of April, DV.

STORNOWAY

The minister has now returned
from his trip to the Thailand
jungle and has reminded the
congregation of the many spiritual
privileges we all take for granted
here. During his absence the
congregation appreciated the
services taken by the local
members.

Revd John van Eyk from the
Tain/Fearn congregation preached
most acceptably during the
February Communion as did a
former member in the
congregation, Revd Stephen

Macdonald, now the Church of
Scotland minister in Carloway.

The congregation has been
having several 'Psalmody
Practices' in order to try and
improve the praise. This has
indeed helped and all enjoy these
sessions.

EDINBURGH

This March is encouraging because
of the very good number of
children attending. Pray this
continues and increases. A very
large number of children are
registered but attendance can vary
from zero to 45. Pray that the dear
children would love Jesus from an
early age and that we would be a
real help to them. One child asked
for prayer, “That I would be good
all the time and stop swearing.”

Some of the leaders are
wondering if they should be
working in another area of the
parish as they could reach children
who would not come to our area.
Please pray that we are all guided
in this matter and reach the
maximum number to the greatest
effect and that the Lord of the
harvest would send forth
labourers.

Morag has started a Ladies
Bible Study, a number attend.
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