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IN AN EVER INCREASING SECULARISED society, the need for a clear 
definition of what the gospel is, becomes more necessary. In his book 
‘The Catholic Mystery’, John Armstrong writes clearly and frankly, yet 

lovingly, on the need to contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
delivered to the apostles. He shows that although we may find agreement 
with Roman Catholics on many moral issues, and indeed in some doctrinal 
issues also, yet there is a great difference between our faiths. Despite what 
may appear on the surface to be agreement, on closer inspection there are 
immense differences what each group means by the terms used.
 Despite the changes that Vatican II has brought (1962-1965), there 
has been no fundamental change in the Roman Catholic doctrines 
announced at Trent (1545-1563). The creeds of the past have not altered. 
Armstrong is concerned about the recent supposed consensus between 
evangelicals and Catholics. He says 
evangelicals do not seem to know 
what it means to be evangelical. See 
review on page 19.                             �
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EDITORIAL

“every branch that bears fruit..”

AS WE COME TO the end of 
another year, we ought to 
take a good look at ourselves 

and see how we stand before the 
Lord, both as individual Christians 
and as a church. One of the most 
forgotten statements of Jesus is 
“Every branch that bears fruit, He 
prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit” [John 15:2]! This suggests that 
where there is spiritual life in a 
person, then Christ nurtures that life 
in order for it to increase and grow 
in fruitfulness. 
 So, can we honestly say that 
we are growing in grace and 
fruitfulness? How are we spiritually 
compared to this time last year? 
What have we learned about 
ourselves and how hard have we 
tried to be more like Jesus? Have we 
confessed known sin and turned 
from it? Or have we neglected and 
‘forgotten’ about the need to put 
away all forms of malice, anger, 
deceit and hypocrisy [1 Pet 2:1]?
 We ought as Christians to 
regularly review our spiritual 
condition before God. Self-
examination seems to be an old-
fashioned custom and a thing of the 
past. “Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith...that 
Jesus Christ is in you” [2 Cor 13:5]. 
We are constantly challenged to look 
into our hearts and lives to see if 

Christ is really dwelling within us. 
We are told that if Christ is truly in 
us then the Spirit will not only give 
us life but will help us conquer sin in 
our lives [Rom 6:6cf]. 
 How have we responded to 
God’s dealings with us? Have we 
been rebellious towards adverse 
circumstances coming our way? 
Have providences sent to humble us, 
only created rebellion and hardness 
in our hearts? Have we been 
sensitive to the Spirit? Or have we 
become dull of hearing the voice of 
the Lord warning us against our 
behaviour? Are these things true of 
us as individuals?
 How does this principle of 
bearing more fruit apply to churches 
and denominations?  How do we 
apply it to ourselves in the APC? 
Does it mean that all churches that 
have spiritual life, will grow and be 
more fruitful in their ministries, if 
only they respond positively to 
Christ’s discipline? It does seem to 
teach that. We ask ourselves this 
question as responsible and 
conscientious stewards of God’s 
heritage and to fulfil the Biblical 
command to “Be diligent to know 
the state of your flocks and attend 
to your herds” [Pro 27:23]. 
 The New Testament church 
was a growing church - each day 
there were additions to the number 
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of believers [Acts 16:5]. This on top 
of great numbers already having 
turned to the Lord some time 
previous [Acts 11:21, 24]. 
 So we must ask ourselves 
‘Are we fruitful as a church?’ Yes, we 
do believe we are bearing some fruit. 
Maybe not in many new converts 
but we have strengthened the faith 
of God’s people so that many who 
have been hidden disciples for years 
have felt liberty in the gospel and 
have been able to testify to God’s 
grace in their lives. 
 We have also been used in 
uniting some of the fragmented 
parts of the body of Christ. We have 
encouraged a bonding together of 
God’s people rather than promoting 
separation from our brethren. Our 
pulpits are open to God’s servants 
from all Christian denominations to 
preach the glorious gospel and we 
have enjoyed fellowship with many  
more of God’s people throughout 
Christendom in our own country 
and abroad. So we are bearing some 
fruit - nothing like what we should 
have borne, but we are bearing 
some. 
 We need to ask, what is 
fruitfulness? What does the 
Scriptures tell us about fruitfulness? 
For Paul, one thing it meant was 
new converts who devoted 
themselves to the Lord. He called 
the converts in the house church of 
Stephanus “the first fruits of Achaia 
and that they have devoted 
themselves to the ministry of the 
saints” [1 Cor 16:15]. Paul often 
wanted to go to Rome to have the 
same type of fruit there as he had in 

other places “that I might have 
some fruit among you also, just as 
among the other Gentiles...so I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
who are at Rome also”.
 Repentance is also another 
important fruit. Even among God’s 
covenant people, repentance is a 
very necessary grace. It is not found 
as often as it should be. John the 
baptist called on his hearers to bring 
forth the fruit of repentance - he 
would not baptize you unless there 
was evidence of repentance.
 Peacemaking is also a 
wonderful fruit. Jesus said “Blessed 
are the peacemakers” [Mat 5:9]. 
James tells us that peacemaking is a 
righteous fruit, “the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace”  [Jam 3:18]. 
What a beautiful thing it is to 
witness a peacemaker at work!
 Doing good things (with a 
right motive) is pleasing to God as 
well as being fruitful. Paul prayed 
that saints would be “fully pleasing 
[to] Him, being fruitful in every 
good work” [Col 1:10].  The fruit of 
the Spirit is to have love, joy, peace, 
and to be kind and gentle,  and to 
have self-control [Gal 5:22cf]. 
 So as the year ends, let us 
thank God for every mercy we have 
received including the forgiveness of 
our sins. Let us ask Him to give us 
ears to hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the Churches. 
 Above all, let us examine 
our own hearts and lives and ask 
Him to deal with us in such a way 
that we would produce much more 
fruit - all to His glory.                       �
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I REMEMBER A TIME when it 
seemed quite obvious to me that 
God was what I wanted.  I 

understood what Blaise Pascal said 
about the God-shaped hole in my 
heart.  And I knew Saint Augustine's 
words to be true: ‘Our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in 
Him’.  
 But what I had grasped
cognitively, I had not grasped 
practically; the hole seemed only 
partially filled and my heart was not 
always at rest.  I wanted to want 
God, I knew it was He that I 
ultimately wanted, and yet I was 
sickened with the suspicion that I 
had not found Him fully, because I 
didn't want Him enough.  And so I 
wrestled:  Do I really believe?  Do I 
fully trust in Christ's atonement?  
Am I truly sorry for my sins?  Am I 
seeking with all my heart?  How can 
I make myself want God more?  
 But who can navigate 
through such a mess of ‘ifs’ and 
conditions?  If I work harder, if I 
trust more fully, if I repent more 
somberly or seek more fervently, 
then I will find Him.  Still for others, 
the conditions we place before our 
relationship with God are a matter of 
hiding:  If He really knew me, He 
wouldn't want anything to do with 

me. 
 We do well to digest the "ifs 
and thens" of Scripture, for often it 
is the simplest logic that escapes us 
in our mess of conditions.  Peter's 
words put forth a shining thought:  
If you don't want God, then why are 
you so anxious to want to want Him?  
But if you have indeed tasted that 
the Lord is good, then why wouldn't 
you want more?  If you have tasted 
the goodness of the Lord, then 
hunger for his Word as if a baby 
crying for milk.  
 Here, Peter exhorts us to 
move beyond the "if."  You have 
tasted the goodness of the almighty 
God!  Let us not prefer our pain, or 
drag our feet, or self-examine 
ourselves to sickness.  If you have 
really tasted the goodness of the 
Lord, then like newborn infants, 
yearn for what nourishes, long for 
the Good News of God among us, 
thirst for his living Word.  The 
psalmist writes, "As a deer pants for 
streams of water, so my soul pants 
for you, O God" [Psalm 42:1, NIV].  
 Praising, remembering, and
longing for the presence of God, with 
a taunted and downcast soul, yet
hiding not behind the if's of self, the 
psalmist waited with his eyes upon
the Father.  

Moving Beyond If
By Jill Carattini

"Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 
you may grow up to salvation — if indeed you have tasted that the Lord 
is good" [1 Peter 2:2-3, ESV].  
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 Have you really tasted God's 
goodness?  Then thirst after his 
Word, remember his goodness, his 
faithfulness, his attributes.  As 
Habakkuk prayed, "Lord, I have 
heard of your fame; I stand in awe 
of your deeds" [3:2, NIV].
  In reality, my want for God 
was a real one.  And I had in fact 
found Him, although it was not yet 
fully realized, as life sometimes goes.  
In any case, and more importantly, 
He had found me.  
 When Jesus stood at the 
well beside the woman of Samaria, 
the conversation was about water 
but the words were about life, 
though she didn't realize it at first.  
Shocked that He, a Jew without a 
cup, would request a drink from her, 
a Samaritan with a past, she asked if 
He knew whom He was talking to.  

For surely, if He really knew her, He 
wouldn't want anything to do with 
her.  Pointedly, He responded by 
asking if she knew whom she was 
talking to.  "If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, 'Give me a drink,' you would 
have asked him and he would have 
given you living water" [John 4:10, 
ESV].  
 Putting down her water jar, 
and her shame, she ran home and 
told everyone about the One who 
found her at the well.  Let us taste 
and see that the Lord is good! 

__________

Copyright (c) 2003 Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries (RZIM)
10/10/03 
http://www.rzim.org/publications/
slice.php

Gossiping
GOSSIPING USUALLY MEANS passing on information when you are neither part 
of the problem nor the solution. Its like accepting stolen property - it makes you just 
as guilty of the crime. The moment somebody begins to gossip you should say ‘Stop, 
why do I need to know this? Have you talked directly to that person?’ Wise up. 
People who gossip to you will gossip about you. They can’t be trusted! Furthermore, 
when you entertain gossip God says you are a troublemaker. Listen: ‘Troublemakers 
listen to troublemakers...’ [Pro 17:4 CEV]. And Jude adds ‘These are the people who 
divide you, people whose thoughts are only of this world...’ [Jude 19 NCV]. Serious 
charges, eh?
 Isn’t it sad that in God’s flock the greatest wounds come from other sheep, 
not wolves? Paul warned of cannibal Christians who ‘...devour one another (and 
destroy the fellowship)’ [Gal 5:15 Amp paraphrased]. He says these troublemakers 
should be avoided and disciplined. Listen again: ‘A gossip reveals secrets; therefore 
do not associate with a babbler’ [Proverbs 20:19 NRS]. The fastest way to end 
conflict is to confront lovingly those who are gossipping and insist that they stop it. 
Solomon pointed out ‘Fire goes out for lack of fuel, and tensions disappear when 
gossip stops’ [Pro 26:20 TLB].
 Start practising Christ’s method of conflict resolution! (1) ‘Work it out 
between the two of you’ (2) ‘If he won’t listen, take one or two others along’ (3) If he 
still won’t listen, tell the church (leadership)’ [Mat 18:15-217 TM] That’s God’s way. 
It must be our’s too!                                                                               The Word for Today
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Question: What is Christianity?
Answer: It is the only way to 
know God as He intends, and to 
live for Him.
1. There is but one God.
(a) There have been, and are, many 
so-called ‘gods’, but they are false (1 
Cor. 8:4-6).
(b) There is one God (Eph. 4:6).
(c) Although God is revealed to us as 
a Trinity, He is one Lord –the only 
Lord (Deut. 6:4).
(d) He is the Creator (Gen. 1:1ff).
(e) He alone is supreme and 
sovereign: everything comes from 
Him, exists by His power and has 
His glory as its object (Rom. 11:36; 
Rev. 19:6).
(f) He is the Judge of everyone’s 
secret life (Gen. 18:25; Rom. 2:16).

2. Men and women are not in a 
right relationship with God.
(a) When first created, Adam and 
Eve were in a right relationship with 
God. They possessed true 
knowledge, righteousness and
holiness, for God made everything 
excellent and perfect (Gen.1:27, 31; 
Eccl. 7:29).
(b) In such circumstances, they 
enjoyed fellowship with God (Gen. 
3:8).
(c) This right relationship was 

exchanged for a wrong relationship 
through Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience, what we call the fall 
(Gen. 3).
(d) Sin came into the world through 
Adam, and death through sin (Rom. 
5:12); all human beings share in sin 
(Rom. 3:23).
(e) Human sin constitutes a barrier 
to men and women’s fellowship with 
God since He is holy and righteous 
(Isa. 59:2; 1 John 1:5).
(f) Separated from God by their evil 
behaviour, men and women are far 
away from the life of God (Eph. 
4:18; Col. 1:21).
(g) In such a position they are 
incapable of knowing God and of
living righteously (Ps. 14:1-3; Isa. 
64:6; Rom. 7:18).

3. Christianity proclaims what 
God has done through Jesus
Christ to make possible men 
and women’s reconciliation to 
God.
(a) God takes no pleasure in the 
death of sinners (Ezek. 18:32; 33:11; 
2 Pet. 3:9).
(b) He loves the world (John 3:16).
(c) He sent His Son into the world to 
save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). This 
purpose involved His bearing the sin 
of sinners, and experiencing the 

Defining Christianity
The article below is a reprint of the first question and answer from Derek 
Prime’s book ‘Bible Answers’ and is used with permission. The complete 
book (100 questions and Answers) is published by Christian Focus 
Publications. ISBN 1085792-644-7
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death due to them (1 Pet. 2:24; Isa. 
53:5,6).
(d) Through Jesus Christ God has 
made possible reconciliation, and 
men and women may be urged to be 
reconciled to Him through His Son’s 
reconciling work (2 Cor. 5:18-21).
(e) On repentance and faith in the 
good news of Jesus Christ, men and 
women may enter into the benefits 
of this reconciliation (Mark 1:15; 
Acts 17:30; Rom. 5:1-5).

4. Having been reconciled to 
God, men and women may
know God.
(a) God then gives to reconciled men 
and women such an understanding 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that they 
realise that to know Him is to know 
God (2 Cor. 4:6).
(b) He came to show us the Father 
(John 14:8, 9).
(c) He carefully gave God’s words to 
men and women (John 14:24).
(d) Jesus Christ is uniquely the way 
for us to God (John 14:6).
(c) When we are reconciled to God, 
the Spirit of Christ is sent into our 
hearts that we may know God (John 
14:16, 17; Rom. 8:15, 16; Eph. 1:17).
(f) This experience of knowing God 
was promised in the new covenant 
that God made known through the 
Old Testament prophets (Jer.31:34).
(g) Knowing God means: (i) A 
growing appreciation of God’s 
character and the kind of life He 
wants us to live (Eph. 1:17; Col. 1:10; 
2 Pet. 3:18; 1 John 1:5; 1 John 4:8); 
(ii) Freedom and confidence to enter 
God’s presence (Heb. 10:19-22); (iii) 
Fellowship with the Father and with 

His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).

5. Having been reconciled to 
God, men and women may
live for God.
(a) They feel a constant urge to do so 
(Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 5:15).
(b) They possess a new dynamic that 
encourages them in this right
and beneficial direction (2 Cor.5:17; 
Gal.2:19, 20; Phil. 2:13).
(c) The Holy Spirit, who now dwells 
within them, makes possible a new 
and better way of life (Rom. 8:9; 
Gal. 5:22-24).
(d) Living for God means: (i) 
Negatively, not to go on sinning 
(Rom. 6:11,13). (ii) But positively, to 
give our life to God (Rom. 6:11,13). 
(iii) To make it our ambition to 
please Him (2 Cor. 5:9). (iv) To live 
a life of simple and straightforward 
obedience to God’s commandments 
(1 John 2:4, 5). (v) To strive more 
and more after holiness (1 Thess. 
4:1-4).

6. Men and women who know 
God and live for Him find
themselves restored, in some 
measure, to the original
condition of men and women 
before the fall.
(a) Before the fall, men and women 
knew God and were righteous
(Gen. 1:27; 2:15-17; 3:8,9).
(b) When we are ‘in Christ’ there is a 
new creation (2 Cor. 5:17).
(c) We are then brought to a true 
knowledge of God (Col. 3:10).
(d) Righteousness and holiness 
become the pattern of our life 
(Eph.4:24).
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7. Knowing God and living for Him 
are possible for us through Jesus 
Christ alone.
(a) The key statement is John 14:6: 
‘I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No-one comes to the Father 
except through me.’ Although there 
may be many ways to Christ, there is 
but one way to the Father.
(b) Truth about God may be gained 
by observing around us the natural 
world, providence and history. 
However, all such knowledge is 
incomplete and insufficient (Rom. 
1:19, 20), since it falls short of a 
personal and intimate knowledge of 
God.
(c) Life lived by men and women 
without Christ is not pleasing to
God (John 15:5; Eph. 2:3, 12).
(d) Only through Jesus Christ is the 
right relationship with God possible 
that we so desperately need (Acts 
4:12).
(e) To Jesus Christ alone can we 
turn for the true knowledge of God 
and eternal life (Matt.11:27; John 
6:68; 17:3).

8. It is easy to appreciate why 
true Christianity is so vigorous 
and active.
(a) Without saving faith in Jesus 
Christ, men and women are dead
towards God, without hope and 

without God in the world, lost and 
condemned (Eph. 2:1, 12; John 
3:18).
(b) Christianity is unique (John 
14:6). The Incarnation, the perfect
life of Jesus Christ, the ‘once-for-all’ 
character of His death as a sacrifice 
for sins, His Resurrection, His 
Ascension, and His promised return 
are all unique facts. They are unique 
not only in history but also in their 
continuing consequences (Acts 
2:39). Nowhere are higher 
conceptions of God to be found. No 
one is a more sufficient Saviour than 
Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; Heb. 7:25).
(c) While Christians should not be 
intolerant of followers of other
religions, they cannot accept that 
these religions are in any way
approved by God or are properly 
satisfying to the human soul (1 
Thess. 1:9; 1 John 4:1-3).
(d) By reason of men and women’s 
serious need and the compelling
love of God Christianity must be 
vigorous and active (Matt.9:36-38; 
Mark 16:15, 16): truth opposes error; 
holiness cannot compromise with 
sin; God’s love in the hearts of
reconciled men and women compels 
them to proclaim the Christian 
gospel (2 Cor. 5:14, 20).
(e) Christianity is worth dying for 
(Acts 20:24; 2 Tim. 1:8-12).            �

Church Growth
“TRANSFERRING CHRISTIANS FROM one church to another is not what 
Jesus had in mind when he gave us the Great Commission. God called us to 
be fishers of men, not to swap fish between aquariums. A church that grows 
only by transfers from other churches is not experiencing genuine growth - 
it is only reshuffling the card deck”.                                                  Rick Warren
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Straight Talk TV
PO Box 328
PLYMOUTH
PL2 3YO
Tel: 01752 564444

Dear friends,
Many of you will already be aware after 
recent articles in ET and "Grace" 
magazine, of our plans here at Straight 
Talk TV - a small, independent 
evangelical TV production company - to 
launch in the coming months a TV 
programme devoted to "no-frills" 
preaching of the biblical Gospel. 
 Some of you have already 
contacted us to express your prayerful 
interest in this project. To bring you into 
the picture if you haven't been aware of 
developments ....we have negotiated a 
contract with one of the programme 
suppliers for Channel 202 on Sky Digitial 
TV [available free-of-charge to all digital 
viewers]. We aim to start in the near 
future, broadcasting a 5-minute 
preaching slot on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings with the aim of adding to this 
base, as resources allow. 
       To that end we have been 
constructing over recent months a small 
studio in Plymouth which is now 
virtually complete - the final acoustic tests 
take place next Monday. We hope to 
begin recording imminently - our first 
three speakers are Vernon Higham, Mike 
Mellor and Geoff Marshall - who will 
record 8x 5-minute programmes each.

       The programmes will be backed up 
with a web site containing Bible study 
materials graded for use by those with no 
biblical background to those with a wider 
knowledge of God's Word. 
 We will also be inviting viewers 
to write in or phone us for further help, 
and for advice on seeking their nearest 
evangelical church. For our goal is not to 
act as a quasi-church ourselves, but to 
serve local churches nationwide in 
assisting them in their task of evangelism 
- particularly to people who might 
otherwise never be exposed to the Gospel. 
People who would as things stand, never 
dream of crossing the threshold of an 
evangelical church, but who are [for 
better or worse] avid watchers of TV.
       One of the key factors however in the 
effectiveness of this project from a human 
perspective is making the unbelieving 
population at large, aware of the 
programme's existence, and provoked to 
an interest to watch it. This is because 
our aim is definitely NOT another "in-
house" service to mature Christians, but 
an uncompromising attempt to confront 
the lost with God in Christ, and 
encourage and enable them to get in 
contact with a local church where the 
Gospel is preached. Which is why we're 
writing to you.  We would like to urge 
you simply to advertise these short 
programmes in your town \ village \ 
region. When we have the dates and 
times for the first broadcasts, we will pass 
them on to you, along with suggested 
formats and content for possible 
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publicity. This might be in the form of an 
insert in your local press, in your local 
evangelistic literature distribution as a 
church, or in both these ways [or others]. 
       If you would like to contact us to 
find out more about our aims and hopes, 
we'd be delighted to talk with you. You 
will find some introductory thoughts on 
our "Churches website" at 
"www.straighttalktelevision.com". 
       Finally, could we ask you to 
encourage your church to pray for this 
project? To pray for potentially millions 
to end up watching the programmes and 

hearing the Gospel [why not?-nothing is 
impossible with God!] To pray that 
present and future speakers will be 
clothed with spiritual authority, and 
have the courage to tell is at it is. To pray 
that many who are at the moment living 
in ignorance of Christ, may be brought to 
know Him as Saviour and Lord, and 
added to the church.
Thank you.

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ.

           David Leyshon & Jim Wiltshire

A Word in Season
I RECENTLY HAD THE PRIVILEGE to attend Communion services in a 
neighbouring Free Church congregation.  On the Lord's Day, the services 
were conducted by a retired minister, who, in addressing the Lord's people 
at the table, urged them to be good pro-active witnesses to those who as yet 
are outwith Christ's Kingdom.  Acknowledging that it was not always easy, 
or indeed appropriate, to quote Scripture, he related a very encouraging 
incident where a "word in season" was used as a means of blessing to a 
young girl. 
  The gist of the incident is as follows: the girl, a nurse at a hospital 
in the Highlands, sought out a lady who ran a Christian book-shop in the 
Highlands to tell her 'her story'.  She told how, having returned to work one 
Monday morning, a Christian doctor, the lady's son, asked what she had 
been doing over the weekend.  She recounted all the things she had been 
involved in, which prompted the response from the Doctor, "What a waste!"  
 I have no doubt that an explanation of the doctor's response was 
sought and given.  That conversation led the nurse to seek and to find the 
Saviour. And in the fullness of time the sovereign Lord used her testimony 
to confirm to that doctor his call to full-time ministry as a pastor.
 If we walk daily with the Lord, then He will give us the right words 
to say to the right person at the right time, and He will bless.   The question 
for each one of us is, "Am I walking with the Lord?"                                     KM
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Congregational News

DUNDEE

Since last writing we have had our 
Evangelism Mission Week in 
October. We spent some time 
leafleting the area inviting the 
community to our special services. 
Jimmy Gunn from Brora came on 
the Saturday night for an evening of 
fellowship and song. We were 
delighted to have some ‘unchurched’ 
friends we have not seen for years 
turn up. They thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening with Jimmy providing 
some of their favourite hymns. The 
next day we had our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service with the 
proceeds going to the local homeless 
groups in the city.
 As many of you know, we 
have an excellent selection of cooks 
and bakers in our congregation at 
Dens Road. So to help our funds, we 
thought it would be a good idea to 
print a cookbook of several of the 
scrumptious recipes we have 
enjoyed over the years. There are 
some continental recipes also. So 
please purchase our cookbook (due 
out by the time you get this issue of 
APC News) at £5 for about 50 tasty  
recipes.The title of the cookbook is 
‘Dens Digestibles’!
 Our Gotterstone Monthly 
meetings are going very well with 
more neighbours coming each 
evening. The minister speaks for just 

10 minutes and then opens the time 
up for discussion and questions. Our 
thanks to Kevin and Sine for their 
continued hospitality during the 
whole evening.
 We hope to have a special 
lunch for the elderly people in our 
area with a short ‘word’ from the 
minister on Saturday 20 December 
followed by a Special Community 
Service at 4pm the next day - the 
address being appropriate for the 
occasion!
 Our last planned ‘event’ for 
the year will be the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper on the last Sunday 
of the year in the evening. Please 
continue to pray for us as we seek 
God’s guidance for our future. While 
there have been disappointments 
during the year, there have also been 
many blessings and our fellowship 
continues to be warm and friendly. 
May God use us for the extension of 
His kingdom. 
 

EDINBURGH

We enjoyed having Rev Bob Ackroyd 
from Buccleuch Free Church 
preaching with us at our 
communion weekend. As well as 
being with us on Sunday, Bob joined 
us all for fellowship and a meal at 
the manse on the Saturday night, 
where he shared his testimony. 
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 We had an unexpected visit 
from a missionary couple from 
Lucknow, India. Rolly and Salomi 
joined us for our midweek meeting 
and shared with us about their work 
of church planting using evangelists 
who are almost all first generation 
believers, now reaching out to their 
own people. It was wonderful to 
hear their own stories of coming to 
Christ and to hear of their work in 
India.
 We have recently had to say 
goodbye to Maree MacAskill who 
has taken up a new job in Wales. We 
will very much miss her from the 
fellowship but wish her well in her 
move south.
 We were very disappointed 
that things did not materialise as we 
had hoped and prayed for outreach 
work in the south of the city and a 
youth worker. It would be easy to be 
discouraged over these things. 
Please pray that we will continue to 
trust God in it all.

HARRIS

 Please remember this congregation 
as several of their number have been
in hospital.  Sam Morrison, the elder 
is quite ill at times, and at the time
of writing, others are still awaiting 
operations.

STORNOWAY

The congregation continue to be 
encouraged at the response for the
"Christianity Explored" course.  The 

question time is lively.  During the
next few weeks, the congregation 
will hear from TransWorld Radio 
and Latin Link.  
 The church building is also 
to be used for the Friend's Rally of 
the local branch of the Gideons 
International.  At the end of 
November the congregation have a 
Communion and a Thanksgiving 
Service.

INVERNESS

By the time you read this, we will 
have had our first anniversary at
Kingsview.  We hope to have Rev. 
Malcolm MacLean preach  at our 
first anniversary services on 30 
November.  Malcolm was formerly 
an elder in the congregation, before 
he went to study for the ministry in 
the Free Church.
 Our first year  has been 
crowned with the Lord's blessings in 
many ways. The gospel is preached, 
and  Christian fellowship enjoyed.   
We ask for your prayers that  the 
grace of the Lord Jesus  be rich in all 
of our lives. 
 On the evening when the 
Orphanage Club had their  collection 
of items for the children in 
Romania, we had the pleasure of a 
visit and talk  from Balazs Csiszer, 
who works with Blythswood at the 
Daniel Centre in  Romania.
 The following week,  we had 
our Harvest Thanksgiving services, 
at which a large amount of items 
were donated for distribution. These 
were all donated locally to help 
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organisations  such as Manna 
House, Salvation Army, New Start,  
helping the Homeless, etc. Paul 
thanked the Lord for the generosity 
of the Philippian Christians as a fruit 
of the gospel in their lives.
 The construction of the 
annex is progressing well,  and 
hopefully it will be wind-and-water-
tight before the holiday  season over 
Christmas and New Year. Pray that 
we be given the vision, wisdom, 
grace and energy to use the facilities 
to the glory of God.
 A new conference, called  
'The Highland Preaching 
Conference', is being planned for 
Thursday and Friday 6 & 7th May 
2004.  The Speakers are to be Dr 
Ralph Davis (USA) and Dr 
Jamie Grant (HTC).   A  Booking 
Form/Brochure will hopefully be  
produced in the early part of next 
year. Please note the dates.     

POOLEWE

The small congregation continues to 

worship jointly with the Poolewe 
and Aultbea Free Church 
congregation. 
 On the fourth Lord's Day of 
each month pulpit supply is 
arranged by the APC; and in recent 
months the Free Church 
congregation have requested that 
the visiting preacher also conducts 
the evening service in Aultbea Free 
Church.
 On the second week-end of 
November, the congregation joined 
with the Free Church for their bi-
annual Communion season.  A 
young girl from one of the APC 
families, a sixth year pupil in 
Gairloch High School, professed 
faith, as did her mother at the 
previous Communion. 
 We are thankful for this, 
and we pray that God will bless both 
mother and daughter and make 
them a blessing to others - indeed 
that he would add to the number of 
his believing and professing people 
from the ranks of young and old.                                               
    KM

Money and Events
“WHILE GOOD STEWARDSHIP AND and cash flow are essential for a 
healthy church, finances must never be the controlling issue. The greater 
issue should be what God wants the church to do. Churches do not exist to 
make a profit. The bottom line in any church should not be ‘How much did 
we save?’ But ‘Who was saved?’ I’ve noticed that many churches are driven 
by faith in their early years and driven by finances in later years.
 A church may be busy [with events] without having a clear purpose 
for what it does. Someone needs to ask ‘What is the purpose behind each of 
our activities?’ In the event-driven church, attendance becomes the sole 
measurement of faithfulness and maturity. We must be wary of the 
tendency to allow meetings to replace ministry as the primary activity of 
believers.”                                                                                                Rick Warren
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Moderator’s Message - Revd Roddy MacRae, Edinburgh

If Anyone has Ears to Hear

JESUS SAID IN Mark 4 that, “If 
anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear”.  Do you think this 

had people reaching to see if they 
had ears? No, the hearing Jesus was 
talking about was hearing in the 
inside. 
 But he also said something 
right after that which I find very 
interesting, verse 24 of chapter 4, 
“Consider carefully what you hear, 
he continued. With the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you – 
and even more.” Well let us look at 4 
characters from the book of Ruth 
and see how they heard, because 
how they heard affect their life 
choices. Could you be compared to 
any of the following people?
 1. Orpah: What we learn 
from Orpah is, “Listening but not 
hearing”. She was the sister who 
turned back? Are you Orpah? One 
writer said, “Here’s her life lesson: 
Don’t quit or you’ll miss the 
miracle.” 
 In the beginning of Ruth, we 
meet three heartbroken women who 
had lost their husbands: Naomi, 
Ruth, and Orpah. Now the 
daughters-in-law faced yet another 
separation. Should they leave Naomi 
or their homeland? This decision 
was not just geographical but also a 
matter of faith. Ruth told Naomi: 
“Your God shall be my God.” Orpah 

chose differently. She opted to 
return to her people and her gods 
[Ruth 1:14].
 I wonder how many of you 
reading this are like Orpah. You 
have repeatedly heard the good news 
about Jesus Christ — that your sins 
can be forgiven if you repent and 
come to Him by faith — but you stop 
one step short of true conversion. 
Like Orpah, you have the 
information and the opportunity. Do 
not make the wrong choice; it can 
have an eternal consequence.
 2 Naomi: What we learn 
from Naomi is, “Don’t let your 
feelings dictate your faith.” Naomi 
really struggled. Things were very 
tough for her. It looked like God had 
kind of left her. Looking ahead we 
know He had great things in store, 
but in that moment, she couldn’t see 
it. God was not even in her sight. 
 When she got back to 
Bethlehem, she was so consumed by 
sorrow that she called herself “Mara 
(Sorrow), for the Almighty has 
dealt very bitterly with me. I went 
away full, and the Lord has brought 
me back empty” [Ruth 1:20 - 21]. 
 The good news is Naomi 
didn’t stay depressed. Later when 
Ruth comes home with good news, 
Naomi says, “May he be blessed by 
the Lord whose kindness has not 
forsaken the living or the dead”  
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[Ruth 2:20]. One writer asks, “Do 
you see her humility? She realized 
that her attitude had been wrong. ‘I 
judged God harshly because I 
couldn’t see what He was doing. And 
now the clouds have opened and 
God is being faithful.’ ” 
 We have all been in the up 
and down roller coaster of life. 
What’s God doing? Why is God 
doing this? Up and down, up and 
down. We have to be reminded of 
this, “Don’t let your feelings dictate 
your faith. God is working!”
 3. Boaz: What we learn 
from Boaz is, “Choosing what is 
right; God blesses obedience. One 
writer said, “How easily this book 
could have been called “Boaz.” It’s 
his story too. Here was a wealthy, 
successful, and single man. He could 
have been doing plenty other things, 
but instead, he chose to be a man of 
righteousness and integrity. Before 
Ruth came to town people probably 
told him, “Life is passing you by, 
man! Go out and get what you want 
before it is too late!” To which he 
would have said, ‘No, no, I am 
trusting God.’” Think of the 
temptations and pressures he must 
have faced just like so many today. 
Yet he waited on God and kept his 
life pure.
 Are you facing a temptation 
right now? Maybe this week you 
thought of doing something that 
would devastate your family. Listen, 
God help us to be men and women 
of integrity and to do what is right 
even when it’s hard. Keep doing 
what God has called you to do even 
when you’re not seeing God at work. 

Be faithful, he is there.
 4. Ruth: What we learn fro 
Ruth is, “Step out in faith; God will 
reward you. That’s the theme of 
Ruth’s life. The girl had an 
unstoppable, unquenchable faith 
even though she was a pretty new 
believer. But she knew what God was 
about and was determined to test 
and prove His faithfulness. It was a 
choice. So if you’re a Ruth, there’s 
some decision you’ve been putting 
off — some decision of faith. God 
wants you to step out and take some 
bold action. He’s like, “Go for it and 
trust Me! Put yourself in a position 
where you can see Me work . . . and I 
will.”
 So which one are you like? 
Have you stopped one step short of 
saving faith? A miss is as good as a 
mile. But listen, God will forgive you 
this moment as you repent of your 
sin and turn to Him by faith in Jesus 
Name. Don’t quit or you’ll miss the 
miracle. 
 Do you need to get off that 
feelings-over-faith roller coaster? 
One writer said, “Emotions make 
good friends, but they’re lousy 
leaders. Don’t let your feelings 
dictate your faith.”
 Do you need to say “No” to 
temptation? Draw the line. Make the 
choice. “I’m not going there” or "I'm 
not doing that." Make your decision 
by faith today and live in his grace 
and power. Choose right; God 
blesses obedience.
 Step out in faith. “I’m going 
to do that hard thing that I never 
thought I could — by faith in God. 
God is faithful. I trust Him.”           �
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‘Prophetic Untimeliness: A 
Challenge to the Idol of 
Relevance’ 

by Os Guinness
Published by Baker, 124pp hardback
ISBN 0801012600

Reviewed by Jerrold Lewis, 
Canadian student with APC

I RARELY READ BOOKS from 
outside the reformed camp. My 
reason for doing so is more 

selfish than sectarian. In my mind 
there is so much proven material 
within our own tradition that I have 
have not read yet, I simply can’t 
bring myself to venture into 
uncharted evangelical territory. 
But now I am glad I did. Os 
Guinness’s book ‘Prophetic 
Untimeliness: A Challenge to the 
Idol of Relevance’ has indeed 
challenged me in a delightful way.
 Os Guinness did under-
graduate studies at the University of 
London and post-graduate studies at 
the University of Oxford. He has 
written or edited more than 20 
books, including ‘Dining with the 
Devil: The Megachurch Movement 
Flirts with Modernity’; ‘Time for 
Truth’; and ‘Fit Bodies, Fat Minds: 
Why Evangelicals Don't Think and 
What to Do About It’. He’s Senior 
Fellow and vice chairman of the 
board at the Trinity Forum in 

Book Reviews
Osprey Point, Maryland, USA.
 ‘Prophetic Untimeliness’ is a 
clarion call to the Evangelical 
Church (which has so embraced 
relevance that they have become 
irrelevant), to come back to the 
Word. Here is what Os Guinness 
says in his introduction: ‘By our 
uncritical pursuit of relevance we 
have actually courted irrelevance; by 
our breathless chase after relevance 
without a matching commitment to 
faithfulness, we have not only 
become unfaithful but irrelevant; by 
our determined efforts to redefine 
ourselves in ways that are more 
compelling to the modern world 
than are faithful to Christ, we have 
lost not only our identity, but our 
authority and our relevance. Our 
crying need is to be faithful as well 
as relevant’ [p 15].

The Tyrannies of Time
In the first section Guinness 
introduces a topic that hardly seems 
appropriate when discussing 
relevance – time. The author 
contends that the invention of the 
clock is a far more influential 
manipulator of modern culture than 
McDonald’s, Coca-Cola, or even 
MTV. One Filipino saying goes, 
‘Westerners are people with gods on 
their wrists’, and after reading this 
book I think it is all too true.
 The features of the modern 
clock that Guinness suggests have 
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been so detrimental to the Western 
world are Precision, Coordination, 
and Pressure. He contends that we 
have become such worshipers of 
‘maximizing time’, ‘quality time,’ 
‘buying time’ and ‘multitasking’; we 
can no longer meditate, muse, or 
contemplate. Guinness says, ‘This 
manic speed is affecting our faith as 
much as our blood pressure’ [p 36]. 
 Such speed and pressure 
regarding the present, and future 
says Guinness has left the modern 
world ever looking forward and 
never looking back. And in the 
modern Church, we have become so 
enamoured with the world’s demand 
for the Church to be current; we 
have unavoidably decapitated our 
past. It is a perfect case of the tail 
wagging the dog, and the Church 
needs to wake up before the next 
wave of liberals are the Evangelicals 
(and dare I say Reformed).

Modernity and The Church
Guinness also contends in his book 
that: ‘The faith-world of John 
Wesley, Jonathan Edwards, John 
Jay, William Wilberforce, and 
Charles Spurgeon…is disappearing. 
In its place a new evangelicalism is 
arriving in which therapeutic self-
concern overshadows knowing God, 
spirituality displaces theology, end-
times escapism crowds out day-to-
day discipleship, marketing 
triumphs over missions, reference to 
opinion polls outweigh reliance on 
biblical exposition…talk of 
reinventing the church has replaced 
prayer for revival, and the 
characteristic evangelical passion for 

missionary enterprise is 
overpowered by the all-consuming 
drive to sustain the multiple 
business empires of the booming 
evangelical subculture’. [p 54]. 
 ‘The crying need of the 
Western world today’, says 
Guinness, ‘is reformation and 
revival’ [p 71]. We have traded-in 
‘Sola Scriptura’ for ‘Sola Cultura’ and 
in doing so we are serving the 
shareholders of culture rather than 
Christ. Guinness believes that the 
only answer to the current idol of 
relevance is timelessness. ‘To go 
forward, the church must always 
first go back’ [p 116]. 
 The Word, and the message 
of the Cross are timeless. When we 
are timeless we are never 
irrelevant. As the author said early 
on in his book, ‘In itself the good 
news of Jesus Christ is utterly 
relevant or it is not the good news it 
claims to be’ [p 13]. 
 We have in a sense traded our 
Protestant heritage in for 
progressive acceptance. Guinness 
says that the Church in our day has 
been sucked in by the ‘power of 
approval’. ‘The second siren call 
toward cultural captivity is 
popularity’ [p 74]. But our Lord said, 
“If the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated me before it hated you” 
[John 15:18]. 
 Why do we cater to those that 
hate the One we love? Guinness says 
it is because, ‘We all like to be liked. 
We all want to be thought well of. 
We all prefer approval to 
disapproval’ [p 75]. But is this not 
the cost of true discipleship? 
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“Marvel not, my brethren, if the 
world hate you” [1 John 3:13].

 Conclusion
In our desperate clamour to stay 
afloat in a very dark world, we in 
North America have become more 
‘of the world’ than merely ‘in the 
world’. Our cue is taken from the 
Mega Church, the Seeker Sensitive 
Church, and the contemporary 
Church instead of Christ’s leading. 
Guinness believes that the modern 
Evangelical Church is the captive of 
a modern Babylon, and we will be 
held in captivity until ‘the Word of 
God speaks and is listened to’, and, 
‘the church wakes up to be herself 
and the captivity thrown off’[p 108].
 When was the Church most 
successful? Who would ever doubt 
that it was during the time of the 
Reformation? When did the 
Gospel more clearly shine 
throughout this globe? When was it 
ever more relevant? Never more 
than then. So why are we so 
enamoured with modernity, 
relevancy, and being current? My 
thought is that we have lost our 
roots, and are adrift amidst a sea of 
voices. We have forgotten that 
“neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God that giveth the increase” [1 
Corinthians 3:7].
 The Lord rebuked me in the 
reading of this book. First, He 
showed me that He speaks through 
men of other theological stripes than 
I prefer. He also reminded me that 
my eyes must always be on Him. I 
will cry with David, “How long, O 

Lord”, and seek the growth and 
victory of the Church. But with the 
Spirit’s help, I will remember that 
for the followers of Jesus, the right 
time of growth, success, and victory, 
‘is in God’s hands, not mine’ [p 91].
 I warmly recommend this book 
to all.                                                    �

___________

‘The Catholic Mystery’

By John Armstrong
Published by Harvest House 
Publishers
ISBN 0 7369 0103 5

Reviewed by the Editor

WHERE DO EVANGELICALS and 
Roman Catholics stand today? Have 
the recent steps towards ecumenism 
paved the way for a complete 
reconciliation? 
 In this book John Armstrong 
looks at the rift between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants which 
started centuries ago and he takes us 
through the ages to the present day 
providing a clear picture of what has 
and what has not changed. Without 
discounting the beliefs which 
evangelicals and Roman Catholics 
hold in common, Armstrong urges a 
closer look at the important 
doctrines which brought the 
separation at the Reformation and 
reviews these important doctrines.
 This is an up-to-date book 
taking account of the changes 
Vatican II made to Roman 
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Catholicism. A new formula has 
been adopted, a new way of thinking 
has been embraced, but the Roman 
Catholic creeds of the past still 
remain. The changes are not at all 
fundamental, and some of them 
have in fact made the Roman 
Church more like liberal 
Protestantism! 
 Armstrong shows that the areas 
in which we have agreement are not 
a basis for uniting together. He 
likens the situation to the Second 
World War where the USA and the 
UK both sided with Stalin because of 
the mutual threat of Hitler. He says 
we were cobelligerents with Stalin 
during the war - but we could never 
remain his ally once the war ended! 
So in the same way, we may stand 

‘DENS DIGESTIBLES’
COOKBOOK!

Straight from the ‘oven’ at the APC 
Dens Road Church in Dundee!

Around 50 tasty recipes 
to make your mouth water

proved and tested over the years

Appetisers, main courses, desserts
Price £5           A5 Size, 88pp
Telephone: 01382 451798 or

email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

alongside Roman Catholics in a 
common purpose of morality today, 
but we are still miles apart on some 
important doctrinal issues.
 Armstrong says ‘evangelicalism 
is in trouble in the present age. Not 
because we are not large, nor 
because we are not active or vocal, 
but rather because we do not 
understand what it means to be truly 
evangelical’ [p 201]. 
 The book was written for both 
Roman Catholics and evangelicals 
and concludes with an appeal to put 
our trust in Christ alone. God ‘does 
not save you because you are “a good 
Catholic” or a “good evangelical”. He 
will save you solely on the basis of 
His grace, or you will not be saved’. 
Highly recommended book.           �



The APC News No 99      Page 21                            December 2003

THERE IS A STORY TOLD 
about the one-time heavy-
weight boxing champion, Mu-

hammad Ali.  
 Ali was flying to one of his 
engagements, and during the
flight the aircraft ran into foul 
weather.  Moderate turbulence 
began to toss the plane about.  All 
nervous fliers well know that when a 
pilot signals "moderate turbulence," 
he is implying, "If you have any 
religious beliefs, it is time to start 
expressing them."  
 The passengers were
instructed to fasten their seatbelts 
immediately, and all complied but
Ali.  So the flight attendant 
approached him and requested that 
he observe the captain's order, only 
to hear Ali audaciously respond, 
"Superman don't need no seatbelt."  
The flight attendant did not miss a 
beat and replied, "Superman don't 
need no airplane either!"
 I draw attention to that 
story because I would like to 
consider the larger context in which 
many of us find ourselves.  
Unquestionably, we live in a
nation of immense wealth and are 
offered an array of possibilities for
material and educational success.  
Some of us will be granted access to
the finest education available 

anywhere, thus positioning 
ourselves for extraordinary success 
in a rapidly-changing world and 
engendering a sense of invincibility - 
regardless of what measure of 
turbulence may lie ahead.
 Yet unfortunately, academic 
or material advancement does not 
necessarily confer wisdom.  How 
foolish it would be for us to take 
what generations preceding us have 
valued in coping with life's 
turbulence and cast it all aside 
because we are "modern."
 G.K. Chesterton once said, 
"Before you pull any fence down, 
always pause long enough to find 
out why it was put there in the first 
place." 
 King Crimson, the rock 
group, once sang: "Knowledge is a 
deadly friend when no one sets the 
rules."  In other words, we need 
wisdom as we process and distill all 
knowledge.  But where does one find 
it? 
 In one of his Proverbs, King 
Solomon writes: "Blessed is the one 
who finds wisdom, the one who 
gains understanding, for they are 
more profitable than silver and 
yield better returns than gold.  Wis-
dom is more precious than rubies; 
nothing you desire can compare 
with it."  This is the same Solomon

The Beginning of Wisdom
   
   Ravi Zacharias  
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ADVERTISING 
RATES

Charges for advertising 
in this magazine are as follows

 Full Page       £30
 Half Page      £16
 Quarter Page £9
 Eighth Page    £5

Contact:
Donald C Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road,

Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798
Fax 01382 451764

dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

THE NEXT
ISSUE

of APC News!
Photographs

have been difficult and expensive 
for us to reproduce but from next 

issue we hope to have an additional 
4 pages and a

COLOUR PICTURE
on the front cover! 

Hence the rise in  charges!

It is due out 
in the first week of 

FEBRUARY

LISTEN TO SERMONS  FREE
WITHOUT DOWNLOADING ANY PROGRAMMES  

JUST ONE CLICK
visit

www.StornowayOnlineSermons.org.uk

who said, "The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom" - meaning
reverence for God.  This is where we 
must start.
 May you remember that 
falsely posing as a Superman will 
certainly ensure a crash landing, yet 
humbly seeking wisdom and 

following it will lift you to glorious 
heights. 
__________

11/10/03 
Copyright (c) 2003 Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries (RZIM)
http://www.rzim.org/publications/
slice.php. 
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Congregational Details
DINGWALL

Revd Dr Malcom MacInnes, 
Drumalin, 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983,  Fax 01462 226939  
Email: mmacinnes@btinternet.com  
Community Centre, Tulloch Street - 6pm, Tue 7.30pm in Free 
Church Hall. Treasurer: D M Macdonald, Scoraig, 8 Kinnettas 
Square, Strathpeffer IV14 9BD, Tel 01997 421847.

DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, 
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Church 01382 200700  
Email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk 
Dens Road Church - 11 Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually 
Thu 7pm (confirm on website). Treasurer: Mr Kevin Stirling, 
40 Gotterstone Drive, Dundee DD5 1QX, Tel 01382 770381. 
www.apcdundee.org.uk
Communions: 4 per year as arranged.

EDINBURGH
Revd Roddy MacRae, 
6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh EH10 7AG.  
Tel  0131 445 3673. 
Email: roddy.barvas@blueyonder.co.uk. 
Viewforth Church of Scotland, 104 Gilmore Place - 
12 noon & 6.15pm, Wed 7.30pm in manse. 
Treasurer: Mr A Cumming, 31 Doune Park, Dalgety Bay, 
Dunfermline, KY11 9LX  Tel 01383 825637. 
www..welcome.to/edinburghapc
Communions: last in February and September

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Thursday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean Bridge, 
Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

HARRIS
Contact: Norman MacDonald Tel 01859 530345. 
Seilabost School - 12 noon & 6pm Tue 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: John MacKinnon, 8 Stockinish, Isle of Harris HS3 
3EN  Tel 01859 530211.
Communions: Last in April and September

INVERNESS
Revd Dr Malcolm MacInnes, 
Drumalin, 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, Tel 01463 
223983  Fax 01463 226939 
Email: mmacinnes@btinternet.com  
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 11.30am &  
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm. 
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 Drumdevan 
Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, Tel 01463 231364. 
www.apcinverness.freeuk.com
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, September

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Conference Room, Harbour Offices, 11.30am; 
Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, Rhiconich, by Lairg 
IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in March

LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Alexander Murray, 
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Email: amurray@lairg.freeserve.co.uk  
Lairg Church - 11.30am, 1st, 3rd, 5th Weds 7pm; 
Rogart Church - 6pm.  2nd, 4th Weds 7pm.    
Treasurer:  Miss Annie J Morrison, Woodlands, Lairg IV27 
4DB; Tel 01549 402362. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June and December. Rogart: 
First in July.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held jointly 
with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 2nd & 3rd 
Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs Alison Stewart, 13 
Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC - 11pm. Evening service Lochinver Free 
Church at 1700hrs (5pm) Contacts: Mrs E. MacKenzie, 
Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 4SE, Tel 01571 
855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na Mara, Stoer, Sutherland

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: amcphail@quista.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 
Treasurers: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore Road, Oban  
PA34, Tel  01631 566259 and D Morrison, Glenstruan, Old 
Shore Road, Connel, PA37, Tel 01631 710226. 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Mr. J. van Woerden, 
8 Bank Street,Plockton IV52 8TP Tel 01599 544272 Email: 
jan.vanwoerden@virgin.net  
Plockton: first and third Lord's Day of month 3 pm   

POOLEWE
Services held jointly with Poolewe and Aultbea Free Church - 
Poolewe 10.45am, Inverasdale 4.30pm, Aultbea 6.30pm. 
On 4th Lord's Day of month - Poolewe 10.45am and 5.00pm  
with APC pulpit supply. Treasurer/Contact: K MacLean, 
Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 01445 712050. 
Email: kendunedin@aol.com
Communion: Third in August
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SKYE
Revd Angus Cattanach, 
APC Manse, 20 Glamaig Place, Portree IV51 9PJ, 
Tel 01478 613258 
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, Thu 
7.30pm; C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 5pm. 
Contact: Malcolm Nicolson, 4 Heatherfield, Portree IV51 9NE  
Tel 01478 612235.
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, 
APC Manse, 36 Newvalley, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN, 
Tel 01851 703217,      Fax 01851 703775. 
Email: g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway HS1 
2SS, Tel 01851 703796.
www.treetapesministry.org
www.stornowayonlinesermons.org.uk
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John Ross, 
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am & 6.30pm; Hilton Church 11.30am and 5pm, Wed 
7.30pm. Treasurer: Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, 
Fearn, by Tain IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: cfp@geanies.org.uk
Communions: second in April and November

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11.30pm, alternate 
Wed 7.30pm;  Strathy Church - 4pm Treasurer: Wick: Mr 
William Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN Tel 01847 
892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 Strathy Point, 
by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316.
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
TORONTO, ONTARIO

Church: 2712 Victoria Park Avenue, North York, Ontario, M2J 
4A7 Canada. Tel 001 416 491 9778 11am and 7pm, Wed 
7.30pm Contact: Mrs Wilma Kling, 52 Chestertown Square, 
Markham, Ontario L6C 2R2 Tel 001 905 887 2017

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver: corner 15th Street & Fraser Street – Lord’s Day 
11am, and 5pm (alternate Sundays) Prayer meeting Wed 7pm  
When announced - contact J Lewis. Contacts: Hugh Fraser 
001 604 526 0431 and Jerrold Lewis 001 604 951 4848
www.apcvan.org

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: St Hilda’s Church Centre, Young Road, 
Mount Wellington – 2pm
Contact: Donald MacLean, Tel 649 524 5747

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. Mth, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: amcphail@quista.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, 

APC Manse, 36 Newvalley, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN 
Tel 01851-703217
Fax 01851 703775

Email: g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr Kenneth MacLean,

PO Box 2 Gairloch, IV21 2YA
Tel 01445-712050 

Email: kendunedin@aol.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798 Church 01382 200700
Email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

__________

Our Scottish Charity No is:
SC 02313

We are on the web
www.apchurches.org.uk


