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Rome, in lighting candles and 
prostrating yourself before statues, in 
having a tiny particle of the cross in 
your home’. He deplored the extent to 
which professing Christians had become 
‘stuck in small things...while disregard-
ing what was really important’. ‘He 
wanted evidence that they [priests] had 
been inwardly buried with Christ and 
were living a new life before he could 
recognise them as Christians’. A good 
read - showing the power of a church 
over the conscience, and the effect the 
authority of the church has on an 
individual mind and heart.  ‘My Dear 
Erasmus’, Christian Focus Publications, 
224pp,ISBN 1-85792-695-1                   �
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NEAR THE END OF ERASMUS’ LIFE, 
Luther said to him ‘I wish the Papists 
might cease to attack you so fiercely 

and might allow you in your old age peacefully 
to fall asleep in the Lord’. The theologians in 
Louvain, in France, where Erasmus spent 
many years studying and where his library was 
kept, believed ‘the voice of Luther was the 
voice of Erasmus’. Because Erasmus would not 
make an official break with Rome, some have 
thought he was not a Christian. However this 
book dispels such an idea. Erasmus advocated 
the fervent study of Scripture saying ‘Of all the 
things you see with your eyes and touch with 
your hands, nothing is so true as what you read 
there. Meditation on a single verse will have 
more nourishment for you than the whole 
Psalter chanted monotonously’. He made it 
clear that he saw no value in pilgrimages to 
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EDITORIAL

Does God Approve of 
Church Divisions?

WE LIVE IN AN age of 
Church divisions - 
especially in Scotland! In 

some small villages there are up to 
four denominations which are all 
evangelical, presbyterian and 
reformed. Each congregation has its 
own minister, manse and church. 
Each have their services at the same 
time and only a handful of 
worshippers at each service.

Does God approve of such 
Church divisions? What does the 
Bible teach? Are there divisions 
among God’s people in Scripture? 
How did God perceive these 
divisions? 

One of the first major divisions 
among the people of God was the 
‘split’ under King Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s son. In the north there 
were the 10 tribes known as Israel 
and in the south there was the tribe 
of Judah alone (and part of 
Benjamin) known as Judah. Both 
kingdoms were seen as covenanted 
nations under God. The northern 
kingdom never had any godly kings 
while Judah did have some godly 
kings. 

The ‘split’ was prophesied by 
Ahijah the Shilonite [1 Kings 11:29] - 
and was a judgment for the sins of 

Solomon and the nation of Israel. 
The division was a judgment from 
God “this thing is from Me”  and 
the “turn of events was from the 
Lord” [1 Kin 11:15, 24]. So in a real 
sense, God brought the division. It 
was His doing. He had a divine 
purpose in it all. 

In fact God’s statement that the 
division was His doing was the 
deciding factor in Judah’s 
withdrawal from going to war with 
Israel. Judah was all set for war and 
actually went up to fight Israel but 
God did not want them to fight their 
brethren “you shall not go up to 
fight against your brethren the 
children of Israel” [1 Kin 11:24]. 

Might we not conclude that 
given the sin of Solomon and Israel, 
God permits a division (albeit in 
judgment)? But on the other hand, 
God does not want His people to 
fight against each other. Should we 
not conclude therefore that God 
permits divisions among His 
Church, but He does not want them 
to fight each other? 

God has given each of us 
‘liberty of conscience’ to decide for 
ourselves what we honestly believe 
the Word of God to teach, but He 
has not given us liberty to fight our 
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brothers and sisters in the Church. 
Like every Father, God hates His 
children fighting! It is not 
something He wants. It is to be 
avoided at all costs.

 One godly Puritan returned 
home from a church meeting saying 
‘I now know why God permits 
divisions in His Church. It is to 
provide a forum for the exercise of 
Christian love. We can all be ‘nice’ to 
the person who agrees with us in 
everything - but it is not so easy to 
be ‘nice’ to the one who disagrees 
with us. We are called to exercise 
Christian love to all in the church - 
whether they agree with us or not. 
We have to love our brothers with 
whom we have a difference!’

One of the complaints the 
Israelites had against Rehoboam’s 
new regime was that its rule was not 
like the rule of  “David the son of 
Jesse” [1 Kin 12:16] .  They wanted 
things to be identical to the style of 
David. They were following the style 
of a man! It wasn’t the rule of the 
Lord that they were interested in, 
but the rule of a man. How easy it is 
to fall into this trap - to erect a 
minister or an individual as a model 
to be copied. 

Israel did not want to belong to 
the new ‘group’ - they wanted to 
identify with a bygone generation. 
They, like many Christians today, 
venerate the past as ideal. They 
completely forget the divine warning 
“Do not say ‘Why were the former 
days better than these?’ For you do 
not inquire wisely concerning this” 
[Eccles 7:10]. 

God wants us to look forward 

not back. Paul rejoiced that there 
were those who preached the gospel, 
albeit differently from him, but it 
was the gospel they preached and he 
therefore rejoiced.  

By all means let us be “fully 
persuaded in our own minds” 
regarding what the truth is saying, 
but let us acknowledge there are 
some areas where we do not have 
enough light - and until such light is 
given, we must acknowledge and 
have fellowship with our brothers.

God does not want us to ‘fight’ 
other Christians, whether this is in 
print or tape or sermon. How sad 
when denominations, who are 
similar in most of their teachings, 
feel it necessary to create a wider 
breech by unnecessarily publishing 
the faults and sins of those brethren 
‘nearest’ to them theologically. How 
sad when editors feel it necessary to 
print articles maligning people or 
denominations when they think 
their brethren have gone astray. 

Recently we heard of a brother 
who found fault in a sermon over 
one word that was used - a sermon 
that many others found extremely 
edifying. Sadly on that occasion 
there was a searching and looking 
for a fault, and eventually he “made 
a man an offender for a word” [Isa 
29:21 AV]. 

Let us use our energy to 
support and encourage brethren 
against our common enemy - the 
devil. Let us not expend energy 
trying to justify our own ‘position’. 
As another said ‘Blowing out the 
other fellow’s candle doesn’t make 
your own shine brighter’!                �
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What exactly do we mean by 
the word ‘tolerance’? Over 
the years the meaning of 

tolerance has changed - at least the 
origin and reason for bringing out a 
law has changed. 

THE ENGLISH TOLERATION 
ACT 1689

In England, there was an Act of 
Tolerance enacted in 1689. It did not 
deal with the same issues that 
concern our nation today, viz 
Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu, and 
other religious beliefs conflicting 
with our values and ideals. The Act 
was for Protestant Christians who 
dissented from the Church of 
England. 

The Act  was entirely for those 
who do profess ‘faith in God the 
Father, and in Jesus Christ, his 
eternal Son, the true God and in the 
Holy Spirit, one God, blessed for 
evermore; and do acknowledge the 
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament to be given by divine 
inspiration’. Such dissenting 
brethren had to subscribe to the 
above profession of faith! In other 
words the Act was formulated to 
accept other Christian 
denominations who dissented from 
the Church of England, to free them 
from the penalties and punishments 
due to dissenting brethren.

It was also the object of the Act 
‘to prevent Papists from sitting in 
either House of Parliament’. The Act 
was confined to within the 
Protestant Christian religion and it 
assumed opposition to Roman 
Catholicalism.

It was also necessary for such 
dissenters, in order to escape 
penalties and punishments, to 
subscribe and promise ‘that no 
foreign prince, person, prelate, state, 
or potentate hath, or ought to have, 
any power, jurisdiction, superiority, 
pre-eminence, or authority 
ecclesiastical or spiritual within this 
realm’.  

So ‘The English Toleration Act’ 
was created out of a completely 
different culture from the issues 
which confront us today in the UK.

We can look at some matters 
concerning unbiblical toleration, viz, 
the wordly view of toleration 
regarding faith and practice, and 
also look at Biblical toleration and 
some if its principles. 

UNBIBLICAL TOLERANCE
Unbiblical toleration is borne out of 
a culture where there is 
uncertainty about truth and 
righteousness. It is the product of an 
age of indecision of what truth 
actually is. It the result of an 
ideology  that boasts of many truths. 

Tolerance
Some thoughts on the subject - to stimulate more thoughts!
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Our own nation at this time is 
calling for more tolerance towards 
all religions and faiths, and this is 
because there is no general 
conviction that there is only  one 
truth - God’s truth. All opinions are 
fair game. Any of them could be true 
- if it is true for you then it is true.

The top hit song from Boyzone 
‘No Matter What’ is full of this false 
ideology. The lyrics of that song say  
‘No matter what they tell you - what 
you believe is true’. Truth in this 
ideology, is anything that you 
believe. How awful!

This view may be appealing to 
our generation, but apart from it 
being patently wrong, it has many 
weaknesses. One weakness is that a 
tolerance that treats all religions as 
equal reduces commitment. If all 
religions are the same then it is not 
important which one you choose. If 
all religions are the same then there 
is no incentive to remain faithful to 
the one you have initially chosen. 

One of the complaints we hear  
today is the lack of loyalty. From 
football managers to church 
members to marriage partners there 
is less and less loyalty and a lack of 
long term commitment. A written 
contract is meaningless (especially 
in the football world), far less 
reliable is a verbal promise! Might it 
not be that our age of indecision 
about the truth has created a culture 
of disloyalty and less commitment?

 A second weakness of this type 
of tolerance is that it degrades 
truth from being a fact to being 
nothing more than a mere opinion. 
If every view is equally valid, then 

there is likely to be a denial of fact 
and a denial of the possibility of 
absolute truth. 

When absolute truth is denied 
then one resorts to feelings and 
experiences as the criteria for 
discerning right from wrong. One is 
therefore left with an entirely 
subjective criteria to determine the 
most important decisions in life! 
Our generation is in desperate need 
of a firm anchor as a base on which 
it can safely build. Absolute truth 
provides that anchor.

A third weakness of this 
unbiblical tolerance is that 
historically it does not work. It 
has never been truly honest to its 
own principle of tolerance for all. 
The Roman Empire was one of the 
most tolerant powers towards all 
religions - and yet, in the end, it 
persecuted Christianity. It was 
intolerant of Christianity (which 
according to the authority of 
Gibbon, was one of the main means 
for its downfall)! 

The Roman Empire permitted 
all nations to practice its own faith - 
provided it acknowledged Caesar as 
Lord. The Christians refused to do 
this. There is only one Lord. So the 
Romans decreed that all who would 
not acknowledge the deity of the 
Emperor would be put to death. It 
failed in the end to tolerate all 
religions - it just simply cannot be 
done consistently and honestly.

Already in this country we can 
see the seeds of persecution growing 
towards Christianity - its claim to be 
exclusive is unacceptable to the 
powers that be. Already, in some of 
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our cities, street preachers have 
been arrested - under the pretense 
of inciting religious hatred - while 
they were only preaching the gospel. 
There is already a prejudice growing 
against Christianity in the west. 

We agree with the establish-
ment principle of a nation having 
only one religion while exercising 
Biblical tolerance towards other 
faiths

BIBLICAL TOLERANCE
Biblical tolerance is borne out of a 
culture of confidence in the truth 
and of the certainty of what truth 
actually is - God’s Word. It borne 
out of a culture which believes truth 
will vindicate itself. It is not afraid to 
‘compete’ with other faiths. It is 
unashamed of its convictions and is 
prepared to debate in public. 

Its source book (Holy 
Scripture) is open for all to read and 
discuss. As the Reformation was 
‘won’ by open debate and public 
discussion, so today Christians need 
to assert the truth of their faith and 
become more vocal in public. 

Biblical tolerance advocates a 
set of basic principles taken from the 
clear teachings of the Bible. It 
formulates laws concerning man’s 
behaviour but does not take to do 
with man’s conscience or beliefs. 
The laws are enacted to protect 
innocents from suffering at the 
hands of evil-doers. 

Biblical tolerance always 
respects man’s freedom of choice. It 
leaves mankind with its God-given 
dignity to choose his own path and 
destiny. God does not violate man’s 

freedom to choose, but has endowed 
mankind with dignity to “work out 
his own salvation” [Phil 2:12]. 

From Joshua’s “choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will 
serve” [Jos 24:15], to Christ’s 
commendation of Mary who had 
“chosen that good part” [Luke 
10:42] and to Christ’s final appeal 
“Whoever desires let him take the 
water of life freely”  [Rev 22:17], the 
Bible provides mankind with a 
choice - to choose Christ for His soul 
or to reject the offered grace. We 
must respect man’s choice - we do 
not go to war with him for his choice 
of faith or of his beliefs.

Christianity is not promoted or 
advanced by taking the sword. It 
does not approve of force or 
coercion. Jesus made that perfectly 
clear when He rebuked Peter for 
taking the sword to those who came 
to arrest Jesus saying “all who take 
the sword shall perish by the 
sword” [Mat 26:52]. Jesus then 
proceeded to minister healing! The 
gospel must always be accompanied 
with good works!

History testifies that physical 
force has never helped the Christian 
Cause. On the contrary, it is when 
Christianity is being persecuted 
that it advances, not when it uses 
physical force to coerce people to 
believe. Forcing people to believe  
only hardens their wills. As someone 
else has said ‘He who is forced 
against his will, is of the same 
persuasion still’! 

May God give our nation light 
regarding truth and the exercise of 
religious tolerance.                           �
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THROUGHOUT HISTORY the 
Old and New Testaments have 
shown themselves to be 

reliable and true; they rise up to 
outlive their pallbearers, if you will. 
The following story probably stirs 
my own confidence in the power of 
God's Word and His sovereignty 
more than any other. Let me share 
part of it with you today.

I was ministering in Vietnam in 
1971, and one of my interpreters was 
Hien Pham, an energetic young 
Christian. He had worked as a 
translator with the American forces, 
and was of immense help both to 
them and to missionaries such as 
myself. Hien and I traveled the 
length of the country and became 
very close friends before I returned 
home. We did not know if our paths 
would ever cross again. Seventeen 
years later, I received a telephone 
call. "Brother Ravi?" the man asked.  
Immediately I recognized Hien's 
voice, and he soon told me his story. 

Shortly after Vietnam fell, Hien 
was imprisoned on accusations of 
helping the Americans. His jailers 
tried to indoctrinate him against 
democratic ideals and the Christian 
faith. He was restricted to 
communist propaganda in French or 
Vietnamese, and the daily deluge of 
Marx and Engels began to take its 
toll. "Maybe," he thought, "I have 
been lied to. Maybe God does not 
exist. Maybe the West has deceived 

me." So Hien determined that when 
he awakened the next day, he would 
not pray anymore or think of his 
faith.

The next morning, he was 
assigned the dreaded chore of 
cleaning the prison latrines. As he 
cleaned out a tin can overflowing 
with toilet paper, his eye caught 
what seemed to be English printed 
on one piece of paper. He hurriedly 
grabbed it, washed it, and after his 
roommates had retired that night, 
he retrieved the paper and read the 
words, "Romans, Chapter 8."

Trembling, he began to read, 
"And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
Him...for I am convinced that 
nothing shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Hien wept. He 
knew His Bible, and knew that there 
was not a more relevant passage for 
one on the verge of surrender. He 
cried out to God, asking forgiveness, 
for this was to have been the first 
day that he would not pray. 
Evidently God had other plans.  
What his tormentors were using for 
refuse - the Scriptures - could not be 
more treasured to Hien. 

 Please join me again, friend, to 
hear the rest of Hien's incredible 
story. 

Part 2
I have shared part of the story of 
God's providence in the life of my 

The Plans of God
By Ravi Zacharias                                           Parts One and Two
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dear friend, Hien Pham. You may 
recall that Hien was my interpreter 
in Vietnam in 1971. When Vietnam 
fell, he was imprisoned and 
indoctrinated, and had decided to 
abandon his Christian faith. Then he 
came across a page from Romans 8 
that had been used as toilet paper 
while cleaning the prison latrines. 
After finding the Scripture, Hien 
asked the commander if he could 
clean the latrines regularly, because 
he discovered that some official was 
using a Bible as toilet paper. Each 
day Hien picked up a portion of 
Scripture, cleaned it off, and added 
it to his collection of nightly reading.

The day came when, through an 
equally providential set of 
circumstances, Hien was released 
from prison. He promptly began to 
make plans to leave the country and 
to construct a boat for the escape of 
him and fifty-three others. All was 
going according to plan until days 
before their departure.

Four Vietcong knocked on 
Hien's door and said they had heard 
of his escape. He denied it and they 
left. Hien felt relieved, but at the 
same time disappointed with 
himself. He made a promise to God-
fervently hoping that God would not 
take him up on it-that if the 
Vietcong returned, he would tell 
them the truth. He was thoroughly 
shaken when only a few hours 
before they were to set sail, the four 
men returned. When questioned 
again, Hien confessed the truth. To 
Hien's astonishment, the men 
leaned forward and in hushed tones, 
asked if they could go with him!

In an utterly incredible escape 
plan, all fifty-eight of them found 
themselves on the high seas, 
suddenly engulfed by a violent 
storm. Hien cried out to God, "Did 
you bring us here to die?" He said to 
me, "Brother Ravi, if it were not for 
the sailing ability of those four 
Vietcong, we would not have made 
it." They arrived safely in Thailand, 
and years later Hien arrived on 
American soil where today he is a 
businessman.

How fittingly do the words of 
the eighteenth-century poet William 
Cowper capture what God did in 
Hien's life:

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour:
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His works in vain:
God is His own interpreter
And He will make it plain.         � 

______

Copyright(c) 2003 
Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 
(RZIM).
Reprinted with permission.
A Slice of Infinity is a ministry of Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries

*Ravi Zacharias is speaking on 11th 
and 12th June at St George’s Tron 
Church in Glasgow
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Contact:
Donald C Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road,

Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798
Fax 01382 451764

dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

THE GOVERNMENT proposes 
to implement an EU 
Employment directive 

without the full range of 
protections for churches which are 
allowed under EU law. 

The Vegetarian Society can 
insist that their staff are vegetarians, 
the Labour Party can insist all their 
staff are Labour Party members, but 
churches are not allowed the same 
privilege. Under the proposed 
regulations, church staff cannot be 
dismissed for renouncing their faith 
or for engaging in homosexual 
activity. 

Under the draft regulations it 
means that if a church employs a full 
time youth evangelist they may not 
be able to dismiss him. Even if the 
worker loses his faith and becomes 
an atheist! If the church dismisses 
him on the grounds of his changed 
beliefs, and the youth worker goes to 
the employment tribunal, the youth 
worker will win his case.

The Government wants to treat 
churches as if they were secular 
organisations. Appointing Christian 
staff will now be made much more 
difficult for churches. It is 
shamefully wrong that political 
parties will be permitted to protect 
their ethos, and remove staff who 
have changed their loyalties to 
another Party, and yet churches 

New Equality Laws Restrict 
Religious Liberties

cannot have the same privileges for 
their Christian faith. 

Much prayer is needed - and 
action. Write your MPs and MSPs. 
Find out more by contacting, The 
Christian Institute and ask for the 
leaflet ‘Squeezing churches into a 
secular mould’. 

The Christian Institute
26 Jesmond Road
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE2 4PQ
Tel 0191 281 5664
www.christian.org.uk         �



The APC News No 92      Page 11                                    March 2003

THESE WORDS MAY  may not 
sound “good English”.  
Superior correctness may 

prevent us from using them, but  
they “sure make the point”!  
When  first used by Richard of 
Chichester,  he was praying that 
people would  see Jesus more 
clearly, that they would love him 
more dearly, and that  they would 
walk with him more nearly.  

To many, even in Christian 
church circles today, the ideas in the 
prayer are quite foreign.  At this 
morning’s Prayer Meeting,  I heard a  
man mourn the fact  that  today 
people seldom talk about “salvation 
from sin”, but about “love – without 
definition”.   

More clearly:  To what extent 
can we conclude that we have really 
seen, by  faith, Jesus Christ ?  
Having seen him “clearly”,  do we 
want to see him ‘more clearly’?’.  The 
range of  revelation in the Bible is 
extensive.  Jesus is presented to our 
view in all the richness of  promises 
and prophecies. His teaching in a 
parable explains the story of  why he 
came into the world. Have your 
vision cleared as you see the 
Shepherd fetch home the sheep that 
was lost.  He carries it on his 
shoulders,  bearing the burden, but 
going home with a happy heart.  See 
that more clearly, and you will sense 
the joy of God in carrying the 
believer  to Heaven 

More dearly:   How signifi-

Moderator’s Message

More Clearly, More Dearly, More Nearly
cant was the question put by Jesus 
to Peter who had denied him ? Put 
once, and again, and even a third 
time, the question was “Do you love 
me?”   How much, if really at all, do 
you love Jesus?  Love cannot  be 
coerced; it is voluntary.  It  attracts 
to the object.  How attractive is 
Jesus to you, as the Son of  God, the 
Saviour from sin, and the Lord of 
your life?  In all of these names, and 
many others, God spells out to us 
something beautiful about the 
Redeemer.  Each of them comes 
with its own imperative, that we 
cleave more warmly to Christ,  
because he is all that we desire.

More  nearly:  The words in  
Ps 73:28, are familiar, as are the 
words of the well known hymn, “ O, 
for a closer walk with God”.   In both 
cases the writers  are aware of  the 
blessed effect of  communing with 
God.  In the psalm,  perspectives are 
corrected, so that  the bewilderment  
at the wicked’s success  is removed 
in the light of eternal values, when 
the man of God gets into the Lord’s 
presence.  William Cowper,  reflects 
on the communion he once enjoyed 
and now longs for.  An aching void 
has been created by the felt loss of  
divine nearness.  He is prepared to 
cast from his heart every idol.  
You cannot  get too clear a view of 
Jesus, the Lord.  You cannot love 
him too much; nor can you get too  
close to him in sweet fellowship.
         Malcolm MacInnes, Moderator
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Congregational News

DUNDEE

During the last few weeks of the past 
year we were encouraged as some 
folk we had been in touch with for 
several months, attended some 
meetings. It was a joy to see them 
eventually in our church. We hope 
the Lord will work in their hearts 
and that the normal weekly services 
will be a regular for them.

We are also encouraged that 
around six folk from the community 
come on a Sunday from time to time 
and now feel quite ‘at home’ with us. 
Some have come for several weeks 
in a row. Please do pray for a real 
work of God in their hearts. 

David Dow’s work with the 
children is continuing well and the 
work at the school during lunch time 
is still progressing. We hope to 
continue the work David has begun 
and towards that end we are taking 
steps to encourage donations so that 
the work will not stop.

We hope that we will have some 
plans at Easter time to remind our 
community of the greatest event in 
history - the resurrection of our 
Lord and Saviour.

 

INVERNESS

The congregation is now  "at home" 
in the new  premises.  We thank God 

for his goodness and the kindness of 
all who have helped to this stage.  
We are  encouraged to see some new  
faces come to join with us in 
worship.  

 Recently we sent a special 
invitation to our friends at the St 
Stephen's  Church, in whose 
building we met for years,  to join us 
for an evening service. We 
welcomed a good number of them, 
and together had a profitable 
evening. 

The congregation has started a  
"Parents & Toddlers", meeting  on a 
Thursday forenoon,  and we hope  
that this will attract local parents 
and their  children.  We are also 
starting  a monthly Ladies Meeting 
on the last Tuesday of the month, 
and Men's Meeting  to meet on the 
third Saturday morning each month 
for Breakfast.   

We are glad to report  that 
other Christian groups have started 
using the building, some for  Praise 
evenings, and  another for  a Ladies 
Prayer group.   The Book Reading 
Club continues this winter, although 
we have had some  interruptions.  
The Orphanage Club  continues its 
admirable work, and plans a 
Collection of items later in April.

On the financial front, we are 
thankful for the Lord's provision as 
we moved forward.  He has used 
many of you and others to help us 
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along.   We are now seeking funding 
to  start on the construction of Phase 
2, which includes the Hall, Office, 
Library and Classrooms.  We have 
had a request for the use of the 
premises for a summer camp.  
Having in mind the  APC Conference 
later in the year, we had hoped to  
have the building ready.  It would 
make the venue much more suitable 
for these purposes.   If you, or 
anyone contacts you, help us  raise 
the funds, by way of Grants, Gift 
Aid, Interest-Free Loans etc., we will 
be glad to hear from you.  Above all, 
pray for us.

STORNOWAY

During the month of February, the 
congregation was encouraged to 
have their pastor back preaching 
after several months when he was 
abroad on presbytery business and 
then hospitalised on the mainland 
for some time.  The minister is most 
conscious of the prayer support 
during the last few months from 

churches and Christians not only 
throughout the country but also 
throughout the world, from Canada 
to New Zealand.
    The congregation had a visit from 
the local branch of the Gideon 
International on 6 February, when 
local Gideon, Ernie Garden, gave a 
stimulating address on the work of 
the Gideons, based on 1 
Thessalonians.
    The communion on the third 
weekend was a quite special time, 
when we enjoyed the preaching of 
Andrew Coghill from Leurbost 
Church of Scotland and Ian 
Hamilton from Cambridge 
Presbyterian Church, and the 
congregation trusts that it is a 
precurser to a time of blessing.  All 
the sermons of the communion can 
be heard on the web at  
www.StornowayOnlineSermons.org
.uk    All the sermons can be heard 
online without the need to download 
or install any special computer 
programs as long as you have 
Windows '95 or upwards.               �

David Hume on His Deathbed
David Hume, the famous Scottish philosopher who denied the miracles 
of Jesus, said the Bible would soon become a relic. However, not long 
after his death his house became the headquarters of the Edinburgh 
Bible Society! His statue is now on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh. For all 
Hume’s convictions about the Bible and the afterlife, he died in misery. 
A woman who attended his deathbed, is reported to have said the 
following. When he was on his deathbed and had his friends around 
him, he was cheerful, ‘even to frivolitry’. However, when he was alone he 
was often ‘overwhelmed with ‘unutterable gloom’. He declared, in these 
times of depression, that he had been in search of light all his life, but 
was now in greater darkness than ever. 
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A  COURT IN JORDAN has 
ordered that a Christian 
widow should be arrested and 

her children taken from her to be 
raised as Muslims.
 The court order issued on 20 
January requires Siham Qandah to 
be imprisoned for 30 days unless 
she immediately surrenders her 
children to the care of her Muslim 
brother Abdullah al-Muhtadi to be 
raised as Muslims.  Siham’s lawyers 
have appealed against the ruling 
giving the family several weeks grace 
before the order can be enforced 
whilst the court considers the 
appeal.  Siham and her children 
Rawan (15) and Fadi (13) are 
currently living in hiding.
 The court order is only the 
latest twist in a tortured legal battle 
in which Siham and her family have 
been involved for several years.  The 
case began with the death of Siham’s 
husband in 1994.  When Siham tried 
to claim her widow’s pension from 
the army (her husband had been a 
soldier) she was astonished to be 
told that he had allegedly converted 
to Islam and therefore under 
Shari’ah and Jordanian law as a 
Christian she could not inherit from 
him.  A certificate of conversion was 
produced dated 1991 and signed by 

2 witnesses but only marked with a 
cross in the space where Siham’s 
husband’s signature should have 
been was produced.  The family have 
always disputed that the alleged 
conversion ever took place.  After his 
supposed conversion Siham’s 
husband attended the Christian 
baptism of his son.  Furthermore his 
death certificate states he was a 
Christian and he had a Christian 
burial.
 Despite this, Siham was 
advised that she would never win a 
case contesting the truth of her 
husband’s conversion.  However, 
since legally her children were 
considered to be the children of a 
convert to Islam, and therefore 
Muslims, they could claim the 
benefits entitled to the family if they 
(as minors) had a Muslim to act as 
legal guardian.  Therefore, on paper 
only, Siham entrusted them to the 
legal guardianship of her brother 
Abdullah al-Muhtad (who converted 
to Islam 20 years earlier and is now 
an Imam) in April 1995.  For a 
number of years Abdullah received 
the family’s benefits, although he 
kept most of the money for himself 
and never forwarded it to Siham and 
her children leaving them 
desperately short of money.  

Christian Widow’s Arrest 
Ordered
JORDAN

28 January 2003
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 As the children became older 
Abdullah started objecting to their 
Christian faith and attendance at a 
Christian school.  In May 1998 he 
applied for full custody on the 
grounds that they were being raised 
as Christians despite being Muslims 
in the eyes of the law.  In June 2001 
Abdullah’s case was won in the local 
Civil Court in Irbid, it was later 
upheld in the Irbid Court of Appeals 
in Jan 2002 and finally in February 
2002 upheld by the Supreme Court 
in Amman.  In April 2002 Siham 
was ordered to give up custody of 
her children, so the family went 
into hiding.  
 In May 2002 in response to 
international lobbying Jordanian 
authorities met with Siham and 
assured her that she would be 
allowed to keep her children.  
However, when she came out of 
hiding the authorities reneged on 
this.  On 7 October 2002 Siham 
received a letter stating that unless 
she handed over her children in five 
days they would be seized.  The 
family therefore went back into 
hiding.  There are no higher courts 
to which Siham can appeal and the 
family cannot leave the country as 

the children are known to 
immigration officials.  Recently a 
female Muslim lawyer contacted 
Siham and suggested that she can 
keep her children if she simply 
converts to Islam.  There are 
particular concerns that if Siham’s 
daughter Rawan is taken from her, 
as Muslim relatives may force her to 
marry a Muslim effectively sealing 
her conversion to Islam in their 
eyes.
 Pray for Siham, Rawan and 
Fadi that the Lord will comfort, 
encourage, protect, bless and 
support them at this distressing 
time. Pray that the case against the 
family will either be dropped or that 
they will be permitted to leave the 
country. Pray that this Christian 
family, who have already been 
through so much, will be allowed to 
remain together.                                �

________

The Barnabas Fund, 
The Old Rectory, 
River Street, PEWSEY, 
Wiltshire, 
SN9 5DB, UK, 
Tel 01672 564938, Fax 01672 565030, 
E-mail info@barnabasfund.org  
Web www.barnabasfund.org

IF WE WAIT UNTIL we understand everything about prayer, we’ll never 
pray. Vance Havner used to say, ‘I don’t understand electricity, but I’m not 
going to sit around in the dark until I do’... Every intercessor has his Garden 
of Gethsemane where the real battle is waged. In intercession the battle is 
won or lost at the point of our willingness to enter into Christ’s suffering 
and identity ourselves with others to the point of sacrifice...Intercession is a 
ministry of sacrifice...Prevailing intercession will cost us. “When Zion 
travailed, she brought forth her children” [Isa 66:8].                 Ronald Dunn

Intercessory Prayer
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FIRST OF ALL, let us make 
clear that one mark of the true 
Christian is that his sins 

disturb him.  A Christian is not a 
person who is sinless.  John the 
Apostle makes this clear in [1 John 
1:8] -  a letter addressed to believers 
who were enquiring how they would 
know they were true Christians [1 
John 5:13].

Sin disturbs the true child of 
God, basically for two reasons.  
First, he now has a renewed heart 
and his conscience is "spiritually 
sensitised" so that sin disturbs him 
now, which did not trouble him 
before he was born again.

Secondly, the born again 
Christian  loves God and therefore is 
saddened when he offends Him and 
does things his Saviour disapproves 
of and hates.

We might well ask at this point, 
why does God allow believers to sin?  
One answer is to keep us humble.  
Sadly and ironically, a common 
reaction to salvation is that one 
becomes proud.  This is abhorrent to 
God.  Another reason God leaves a 
sinning nature within His people is 
to keep us dependent on Jesus 
Christ.  Strange as it may seem, 
even redeemed humans are prone to 
being self-sufficient, but the Apostle 
Paul reminds us continually that 

"our sufficiency is of God".  A third 
reason why God has ordained that 
we battle with sin in our lives, after 
our conversion, is that these sins 
now teach and instruct us how 
to conduct our new lives in Christ.  
At their conversion, Christians begin 
a new learning curve and it involves 
a whole new paradigm shift.  The 
power and "threat" of sin is used by 
God to guide and monitor their 
lifestyle.

Christians ought to realise that 
it is a spiritually healthy thing to be 
conscious of sin and to fear sin.  
Indeed, according to John's First 
Epistle, it is a mark that they are 
born of God.  It seems even true 
Christians need constantly to be 
reminded that original sin clings to 
their beings like a second skin.  It 
may be helpful for them to consider 
themselves 100% sinners yet still 
100% forgiven.  

One vital lesson all believers 
ought to apply to themselves is to 
remember that our sin should act as 
a prompt to FAITH - not works!  
Our natural reaction on sinning is to 
return to the covenant of works, but, 
once again, John  assures us: "If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins" [1 John 
1:9].

Revd G I Macaskill, Stornoway

Why Christians Are Upset About 
Their Sins Even Although They 
Are Forgiven?
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HERE ARE SOME 
suggestions to answer the 
question. The very fact that 

a person asks such a question 
seriously, is itself an indication that 
one is growing.  If we never ask 
ourselves such questions, then we 
have reason to question if we have 
spiritual life.

One question to put to 
ourselves would be: "Do we thirst 
more for God than we used to?"  It is 
none less than Jesus Christ Himself 
who assures us that "hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness" is the 
indisputable mark of belonging to 
the Kingdom of God in the 
Beatitudes. Ultimately, righteous-
ness can only be found in Christ.

A second clue to growing as a 
Christian is if we grieve over sins 
which we did not grieve over 
previously, even although we were 
converted for many years.  Surely if 
we are growing in Christ's image we 
will become more sensitive to sin 
and therefore we should be more 
heavily burdened when we do 
wrong.

A very real mark of growth in 
the Christian life is if we can forgive 
easier and quicker than we used to.  

Many fail to realize the importance 
of being able to forgive.  Jesus Christ 
effectively made this a condition of 
salvation in His teaching on prayer 
[Matt 6:15 and Mark 11:26].  Being 
"born again" means having the same 
spirit as God has.  God is ready to 
forgive.  If we have hesitations about 
forgiving or require a long period of 
time before we will forgive, it 
demonstrates that we are different 
from God. 

A final mark of Christian 
growth that we would mention is the 
spirit of "discernment".  The Holy 
Spirit, which indwells every believer, 
is called in the Bible the spirit of 
"understanding".  A young child may 
be a real human being yet have little 
understanding or discernment until 
it grows up.  Similarly, a true 
Christian ought to become more 
discerning as he grows up.  They 
should learn from experiences, 
disappointments and strange 
providences.

A spirit of discernment is a 
great blessing but can only be 
cultivated through time. 

Revd G I Macaskill, Stornoway

How Do We Know If We Are Growing 
Spiritually As Christians?

“In searching the Scriptures his main quest [the growing Christian] will not 
be to occupy his mind with its mysteries, but rather to obtain a fuller 
knowledge of God’s will for him...Measure not your growth by any one part 
of your life, nor by any single aspect of it, but by your Christian career as a 
whole.”            A W Pink
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IN THESE DAYS OF postmodern 
thought and spiritual confusion 
we need to define clearly what it 

means to "worship."
It goes without saying that 

worship requires an object.  No-one 
simply worships - they worship 
something, or rather some person.  
The word "worship" has two ideas at 
its root.  The first is  "worth" and the 
second is "giving".  In short, 
therefore, worship really means 
giving its object what it is worth.  We 
should not ask: "What would I enjoy 
worshipping?" or "I like this idea of 
worship", but rather, the question to 
ask is: "What is worth my 
adoration, my time, my intellect, my 
support, etc ?"

In this connection, we must 
remember that something is 
grasping our attention, our respect, 
our resources all the time, whether 
we are aware of it or not.  Therefore, 
the question to ask is not do we 
worship all the time, but what do 
we worship all the time?

It is vital that we understand 
that we cannot be the focus of 
worship - we are the worshippers.  
We should not ask: "Are we 
comfortable with this?" or "Would 
we prefer to do something else?".  
The question is: "What does the 
object of our worship require ?"  
The worshippers "give" worship to 
their God.

Christians worship God 
because God is "worthy" of their 

reverence and submission.  God is 
the Creator of all things and the first 
Cause of everything.  God is totally 
independent of everything - 
everything is dependent upon Him.  
God sustains and provides for all 
things.  God is kind and merciful to 
all.  God is supreme in all things.  In 
a very real sense, God made humans 
so that they would worship Him.  
God is so vastly superior to us, his 
vast superiority actually demands 
our worship of Him.

Worship, for the Christian 
should involve at least 5 attitudes 
towards God.

First, there should be the sheer 
AWE of God.  God should make all 
believers gasp as they contemplate 
His infinite majesty.  A paralytic 
reverence for God is not out of 
keeping with genuine worship.

Secondly, there should be 
FASCINATION for God.  God 
should captivate our whole beings, 
so that every believer is obsessed 
with God. God is not merely 
interesting, He is absorbing.

Thirdly, true worship involves 
LOVE for God.  Sadly, people can be 
fascinated with things that they 
should not love (Adolf Hitler for 
example), yet true worship cannot 
be separated from genuine love.  
God is love, and all whom He 
renews possess, in some degree this 
love.

Fourthly, it is impossible to 
truly worship God without 

What is True Worship?
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CONFIDENCE in God.  It is possible 
to love a person yet be unable to 
trust them or have confidence in 
them.  God must be trusted.  Some 
people think there is some catch or 
trick in the gospel when God says: 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and you will be saved."  They think 
"believing" is something different 
from what it normally means.  They 
don't really trust God.  Worship 
means you have confidence in God.

Finally, true worship entails 
ENGAGING with God.  Their must 
be genuine "contact" with God.  
There has to be business dealings 
with God.  God is not aloof from His 

Ministry Training Fund
Congregations are reminded of the 
six-monthly collection for the 
Ministry Training Fund to be taken 
in October on whichever Lord's Day 
in the month suits the local 
situation.
 And continue to pray that 
the Lord would raise up and equip 
those who would proclaim the 
glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. "And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?" [Rom 10:14b] 
Please give as the Lord enables.                   
    KM

people.  Transactions take place 
between God and His people in 
worship.  There is the confessing of 
sin and the forgiveness of it.  There 
is the prayer request and then the 
answer to it - be it negative or 
positive.

It is significant to note that 
Christ said after He defined the real 
people of God as those who 
"worship Him in spirit and in 
truth", to the woman of Samaria, 
"the Father seeks such to worship 
Him."

Revd G I Macaskill, Stornoway

LISTEN TO SERMONS FREE
WITHOUT DOWNLOADING ANY PROGRAMMES - JUST ONE CLICK

visit
www.StornowayOnlineSermons.org.uk

The Next Issue
of

The APC News 
is due out on
5th April 

“Worship...is giving to the Lord 
the glory that is due in response 
to what He has revealed to us 
and done to us in Jesus Christ 
His Son”

Oswald B Milligan
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WHAT A SOLEMN and 
glorious event is that 
spoken of in these words, 

the coming of the Son of man! His 
first coming was infinitely 
wonderful, when He left the bosom 
of His Father, emptied Himself of 
His glory, and Himself bear our sins 
on His own body on the tree

His second coming will be very 
different, but still infinitely 
wonderful. “Unto them that look for 
Him shall He appear the second 
time, without sin, unto salvation” 
[Heb 9:28]. May we be among those 
who “love his appearing”, who are 
“looking for that blessed hope” and 
who are “waiting for His Son from 
heaven, even Jesus who delivered 
us from the wrath to come”. Surely 
they have but cold love to Jesus that 
do not burn with desire to see the 
fair brow that was crowned with 
thorns.

1. Christ’s coming will be 
terrible as lightning to His enemies. 
Nothing is more terrific than the 
lightning. It is so powerful, so 
sudden, so deadly in its stroke. The 
strongest man is like a straw before 
it. Much more terrible will Christ’s 
appearing be to all unbelievers. To 
His own dear people it will be like 

the approach of summer. When they 
see the signs of His coming they will 
say to one another “the summer is 
nigh” [v32]. “He shall come down 
like rain on the mown grass, as 
showers that water the earth” [Psa 
72:6]. “To those that fear God’s 
name in this dark world, the Sun of 
righteousness shall rise with 
healing in His wings” [Malachi 4:2]. 
The cry shall be one of ineffable joy 
to them “Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh”. 

How different that day shall be 
to unconverted souls! That day shall 
burn as an oven to you. “The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel” [2 Thes 1:7-8]. 

O, thou that obeyest not the 
gospel, where wilt thou hide from 
the lightning of His eye? Thou wilt 
say, Ah! There He is - the crucified 
One - whom I lightly esteemed. O, 
mountains and rocks fall on me and 
hide me from Him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb.

2. Christ’s coming shall be 
sudden as lightning. A curtain of 
dark lowering clouds is hung over 

Lightning from the East
The article below is by Robert Murray M’Cheyne and was sent in by 
Mr William Taylor from Thurso.

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even to the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be” [Matthew 24:27].
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the sky. A death-like silence reigns 
over all  nature. Not a leaf is stirred 
by the wind. When suddenly, “the 
voice of the Lord divideth the flames 
of fire”. “The lighning cometh out of 
the east and shineth even to the 
west”. And the loud pealing thunder 
shakes the wilderness. So shall the 
coming of the Son of Man be.

Whenever that glorious event 
shall take place, one thing is certain, 
that it shall be awfully sudden. A 
thief does not send word what hour 
he is coming to break up the house. 
“The day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night”. Many will be 
saying, I think the Saviour will not 
come at such and such a time. 

What says the word? “The Son 
of Man cometh at an hour when you 
think not”. Am I ready to meet Him? 
Would it be a grief and terror to me, 
if what some Christians think were 
true, that Christ may come even 
now? Do I love His appearing? Am I 
a wise or follish virgin? Have I not 
only a lamp, and a wick, and flame, 
but oil in the lamp? All these are 
infinitely momentous questions. 
Happy the soul that can answer 
“Even so come Lord Jesus”.

3. Christ’s coming shall be as 
conspicuous as lightning. Lightning 
cannot be hid. By all it is seen at the 
same moment. The labourer in the 
field, the artisan in the workshop, 
the servant at the mill - all see the 
flash; but in a far more perfect 
manner shall be the coming of the 
Son of Man. “Behold He cometh 
with clouds; and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced 
Him”.  

Jesus said to the high priest 
and all His accusers, “Hereafter 
shall you see the Son of Man sitting 
on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven” 
[Mat 26:64]. And again it is written 
“they shall look on Him who they 
pierced”. 

O, amazing truth. Those who 
will not look to Christ now must 
look then. Those who will not 
“behold the Lamb of God” to be 
saved by Him, must behold the 
Lamb coming in wrath to destroy 
them. O happy believer, you shall 
cry in that day, “This is our God, we 
have waited for Him. This is my 
beloved, and this is my Friend”.   �

For This Life Only...?
A CISTERCIAN ABBOT was asked by his persecutors ‘And what if you were 
to realise at the end of your life that atheism is true - that there is no God?’ 
The Abbot replied, ‘Holiness, silence, and sacrifice are beautiful in 
themselves, even without a promise of reward. I still will have used my life 
well’. But Paul assures us there is more than what this life gives, for he says 
“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 
pitiable” [1 Cor 15:19]. The blessings of God are not limited to this life - 
the best is yet to be for the believer!                                                                      �
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DORNOCH FREE CHURCH 
was more or less full to 
capacity on the evening of 

Friday, 4 October for a Festival of 
Psalms - singing praise to the One 
who is worthy of all praise and 
honour [Psalm 95:1,2].

Rev Angus Lamont welcomed 
the gathering and made a few 
introductory remarks. The praise 
was led by Highland Harmony 
Singers, numbering about fifty from 
various congregations and 
denominations throughout the 
Highlands.

Alistair Murray, Inverness 
conducted the singing, and the 
evening opened with the singing of 
Psalm 100 to Zion's Temple. The 
congregation joined in singing four 
of the fifteen items of praise from 
the following Psalms: Psalm 66 
(Bucer), Psalm 27 (Resignation), 
Psalm 119 (Ellers), and  Psalm 67 
(Sussex).

The Highland Harmony 
Committee express thanks for the 
use of such a suitable venue for the 
evening and for the sumptuous feast 
laid on in Dornoch Academy 

afterwards. Sincere thanks are also 
due to Committee Secretary, 
Kathleen Nicolson, and her husband 
Roddy, who put in a power of work 
in arranging the evening. The praise 
was recorded by Iain Macrae, with 
assistance from his father Donald 
and from Roddy Nicolson. Cassette 
tapes, entitled 'Psalms Old and 
New', are available from the Free 
Church Bookshop at the very 
reasonable price of £5.00.

They can also be obtained by 
contacting Kathleen Nicolson on 
01862-811388 (e-mail roddy.eve 
lix@btopenworld.com); or Kenny 
MacLean on 01445-712050 (e-mail 
kendunedin@aol.com) 

Highland Harmony Singers 
normally meet in North Kessock 
Free Church on the last Saturday of 
each month from 3.00pm to 5.00pm

The interdenominational 
membership now numbers about 
sixty, representing many parts of the 
Highlands - from Wick in the North 
to Kyle of Lochalsh, Fort William 
and Gairloch in the West. New 
members are always welcome. 

    KM

Psalms Old and New

SAINT ATHANASIAS on the PSALMS
“I believe that a man can find nothing more glorious than theses 
Psalms; for they embrace the whole life of man, the affections of his 
mind, the motions of his soul. To praise and glorify God, he can select 
a Psalm suited to every occasion, and thus will find that they were 
written for him”
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DINGWALL
Revd Dr Malcom MacInnes, Drumalin, 16 Drum-
mond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, Tel 01463 
223983,  Fax 01462 226939  Email: 
mmacinnes@btinternet.com  Community Centre, 
Tulloch Street - 6pm, Tue 7.30pm in Free Church 
Hall. Treasurer: D M Macdonald, Scoraig, 8 Kin-
nettas Square, Strathpeffer IV14 9BD, Tel 01997 
421847.

DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, 238 Arbroath Road, 
Dundee DD4 7SB,  Tel 01382 451798, Fax 
01382-451764  Email: 
dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk Dens Road 
Church - 11 Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, mid-
week meeting confirmed on website. Treasurer: 
Mr W J Macaulay, 4 Lomond Drive, Carnoustie, 
DD7 6DN, Tel 01241 853621. 
www.apcdundee.org.uk

EDINBURGH
Revd Roddy MacRae, 6 Frogston Grove, Edin-
burgh EH10 7AG.  Tel 0131 445 3673. Email: 
roddy.barvas@blueyonder.co.uk. Viewforth 
Church of Scotland, 104 Gilmore Place - 12 noon 
& 6.15pm, Wed 7.30pm in manse. Treasurer: Mr 
A Cumming, 31 Doune Park, Dalgety Bay, Dun-
fermline, KY11 9LX  Tel 01383 825637. 
www..welcome.to/edinburghapc

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, High 
Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Thursday 7.30pm. Con-
tact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 
712405.

HARRIS
Contact: Norman MacDonald Tel 01859 530345. 
Seilabost School - 12 noon & 6pm Tue 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: John MacKinnon, 8 Stockinish, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3EN  Tel 01859 530211.

INVERNESS
Revd Dr Malcolm MacInnes, Drumalin, 16 Drum-
mond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, Tel 01463 

223983  Fax 01463 226939 Email: 
mmacinnes@btinternet.com  Kingsview Christian 
Centre, Balnafettack Road, 11.30am &  6.30pm, 
Wed 7.30pm. Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, 
‘Arnish‘, 16 Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 
4DQ, Tel 01463 231364. 
www.apcinverness.freeuk.com

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Conference Room, Harbour Offic-
es, 11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 In-
shegra, Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 
521388.

LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Alexander Murray, APC Manse, Saval 
Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, Tel 01549 402176  Email: 
amurray@lairg.freeserve.co.uk  Lairg Church - 
11.30am, 1st, 3rd, 5th Weds 7pm; Rogart Church 
- 6pm.  2nd, 4th Weds 7pm.    Treasurer:  Miss 
Annie J Morrison, Woodlands, Lairg IV27 4DB; 
Tel 01549 402362. 

LOCHCARRON
Lochcarron Village Hall - 11am & 6pm, Wed 7pm; 
Kishorn Meeting House 3pm on 2nd Lord’s Day of 
month. Treasurer: Mrs Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton 
Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, Tel 01520 
722239 Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Free Church Stoer - 11am; APC Church, Drum-
beg - 12.30pm; Free Church Lochinver - 6pm. 
Treasurer: Mrs E. MacKenzie, Church Road, Sto-
er, Sutherland, IV27 4SE, Tel 01571 855279.

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, Fernhill, Polvinister 
Road, Oban PA34 5TN, Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
amcphail@quista.net Campbell Street Church - 
11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm Treasurer: N Math-
eson, Carnish, Glenmore Road, Oban  PA34, Tel  
01631 566259 and D Morrison, Glenstruan, Old 
Shore Road, Connel, PA37, Tel 01631 710226. 

Congregational Details
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 PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Mr. J. van 
Woerden, 8 Bank Street,Plockton IV52 8TP Tel 
01599 544272 email: jan.vanwoerden@virgin.net  
Plockton 1st and 3rd Lord's Day of month 3 pm   

POOLEWE
Services held jointly with Poolewe and Aultbea 
Free Church - Poolewe 10.45am, Inverasdale 
4.30pm, Aultbea 6.30pm. On 4th Lord's Day of 
month - Poolewe 10.45am and 5.00pm  with APC 
pulpit supply.  Treasurer/Contact: K MacLean, 
Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 01445 
712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com

SKYE
Revd Angus Cattanach, APC Manse, 20 Glamaig 
Place, Portree IV51 9PJ, Tel 01478 613258 Por-
tree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 
6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm; C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 
5pm. Contact: Malcolm Nicolson, 4 Heatherfield, 
Portree IV51 9NE Tel 01478 612235.

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, APC Manse, 36 Newval-
ley, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN, Tel 01851 703217, 
Fax 01851 703775. Email: 
g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com  72 Keith Street - 
11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  Treasurer: Mr W K 
Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway HS1 2SS, 
Tel 01851 703796. www.treetapesministry.org

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John Ross, APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gar-
dens, Tain IV19 1NT, Tel 01862 892199.  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am & 6.30pm; 
Hilton Church 11.30am and 5pm, Wed 7.30pm. 
Treasurer: Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, 
Fearn, by Tain IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: cfp@geanies.org.uk

WICK & THURSO & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11.30pm, 
alternate Wed 7.30pm;  Strathy Church - 4pm 
Treasurer: Wick/Thurso: Mr William Taylor, Dixon-
field, Thurso, Caithness KW14 8YN Tel 01847 
892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 
541316.

ABROAD
TORONTO, ONTARIO

Church: 2712 Victoria Park Avenue, North York, 
Ontario, M2J 4A7 Canada. Tel 001 416 491 9778 
11am and 7pm, Wed 7.30pm Contact: Mrs Wilma 
Kling, 52 Chestertown Square, Markham, Ontario 
L6C 2R2 Tel 001 905 887 2017

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver: corner 15th Street & Fraser Street – 
11am, and 7pm (alternate Sundays)  Wed 7pm  
Contact: Hugh Fraser 001 604 526 0431
www.apcvan.org

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: St Hilda’s Church Centre, Young Road, 
Mount Wellington – 2pm

Contact: Donald MacLean, Tel 649 524 5747
_________

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. Mth, APC Manse, Polvin-
ister Road, Oban PA34 5TN Tel 01631-567076   

Email: amcphail@quista.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, APC Manse, 36 Newvalley, 
Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN Tel/Fax 01851-703217

Email: g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr Kenneth MacLean,

PO Box 2 Gairloch, IV21 2YA
Tel 01445-712050 Email: kendunedin@aol.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798 Fax 01382 451764

Email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk


