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APC CONFERENCE 2003

THE APC CONFERENCE was held 
this year in our own building at 
Kingsview Christian Centre, 

Balnafettack, Inverness. Professor 
Andrew McGowan challenged us about 
the vocabulary used in defining the 
inerrancy and infallibility of Scripture 
with new and more accurate terms! He 
also spoke on the Biblical view of 
evangelism. Catherine MacInnes spoke 
most movingly about her work in the 
Crisis Pregnancy Centre. She showed 
how the work is an evangelistic tool for 
introducing people to the Word of God. 
Her address reached our hearts and 
convicted us of our responsibilities. We 
hope next year to have Eric Alexander 
taking two papers on ‘The Church’ on 
Saturday 4th September.                        �

Revd George Macaskill, (Closing remarks), Professor Andrew McGowan 
(Speaker), Mrs Catherine MacInnes (Speaker), Revd Archie McPhail (Chairman)
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EDITORIAL

The Salvation of a City

PASTORS WHO WORK in 
cities long for a true work of 
God in their parishes. They are 

encouraged to do so by reading the 
book of Jonah! What a blessing the 
salvation of Nineveh was not in the 
hands of ‘Pastor Jonah’ but in the 
hands of God! 
 It was not Jonah’s idea to 
evangelise Nineveh - it was God’s 
idea. He had a purpose of mercy 
towards it when Jonah had none. 
The number of people in Nineveh 
was about the same as the city of 
Dundee. 
 Nineveh was a pagan city 
known for torturing its victims. How 
many righteous people were in it? 
More than ten? Abram prayed that if 
there were ten righteous people in 
Sodom, would God spare the whole 
city from judgment? Yes. But there 
weren’t ten righteous souls in 
Sodom, so judgment came.
 It is encouraging to note 
that the failings of pastors and 
preachers does not prevent God 
from carrying out His work of 
mercy. Jonah was not only weak but 
disobedient to the Divine command. 
When called to preach to Nineveh, 
he deliberately ran away from the 
presence of the Lord. 
 I believe he ran away 
because he did not want to condemn 
the sinful lives of the Ninevites. 

Jonah was commanded to preach 
against the city for its sins had 
come up before God. Jonah was to 
preach God’s message to them, not 
his own message [3:2]. No one 
wants to tell people their sins. But 
sometimes that is exactly what God 
requires of preachers.
 Even Jonah’s bad testimony 
before the sailors did not prevent 
God from saving the Ninevites. 
Jonah’s sin of disobedience was 
found out to the consternation of the 
mariners. “Why have you done 
this?” is their exclamation. Like 
Abraham in Egypt, whose sin was 
likewise ‘found out’, Jonah was the 
cause for the ‘world rebuking the 
church’ for its failure. 
 Jonah also sulked before 
God because God had mercy on the 
Ninevites! “It displeased Jonah 
exceedingly...and said ‘Ah, Lord, 
was not this what I said when I was 
still in my country?” [4:1,2]. 
Perhaps he felt foolish when God 
refused to bring the judgment in 40 
days after he warned them that they 
had only 40 days before the 
judgment would come! He was made 
to look stupid! But Paul tells us that 
he was often made a spectacle, a 
laughing stock before the world and 
that he rejoiced because he became a 
fool was for Christ’s sake. 
 Jonah further sought 
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‘creature comforts’ above the 
salvation of sinners. He crept back 
after preaching to the city and 
“made himself a shelter and sat 
under it in the shade” [4:5]. There 
seemed to be no word of prayer on 
the word he had preached. No 
mention of God’s name being 
glorified among the heathen. No 
mention of it returning void.
 How wonderful that the 
personal failures of God’s servants 
never prevent the blessing from 
reaching the people.
 Jonah experienced special 
blessing under God’s providential 
care. The sailors were so kind to him 
and did not want to put him 
overboard, even after losing so much 
of their tackle and cargo! Truly the 
heart of all men are in the hands of 
God. Jonah was preserved 
wonderfully while in the whale’s 
belly. Even when God is chastening 
us, He mixes it with mercy. As 
Habakkuk prayed “in wrath, 
remember mercy” [Hab 3:2].
 God’s kindness too can be 
seen in giving Jonah a second 
opportunity to be used for Him. God 
called him “the second time saying 
‘Arise go to Nineveh’ ” [3:1]. Jonah 
repented while in the whale’s belly, 
and sang that wonderful song in 
chapter 2, so God kindly called him 
back again to duty. How ready and 
willing God is to forgive us and use 
us again for His name. If we would 
repent more of our sins, we might be 
used more. If we are ‘exercised’ 
about God’s chastening hand on us, 
we will be able to produce a harvest 
of righteousness [Heb 12:11].

 God even prepared a shade 
covering for Jonah’s head - in the 
midst of his sulking [4:6]! Truly God 
does not deal with us as our sins 
deserve. 
 While Jonah was 
bemoaning the sudden death of the 
plant that provided the shade for his 
head, God was concerned about the 
spiritual state of Nineveh - and was 
doing something about it. Jonah 
had pity on the plant - God had pity 
on the Ninevites! “And should I not 
pity Nineveh that great city” [4:11].
 We should take 
encouragement that salvation does 
not lie in the hands of lazy pastors 
and preachers, but in the God of all 
mercy. We must take encouragment 
too that if such wicked people as the 
Ninevites found mercy, surely there 
is hope for all - no matter how 
wicked.
 What responsibility lay 
on the Ninevites? Three things. 
They believed the message of the 
gospel “So the people believed God” 
[3:5]. Isaiah had to complain “Who 
has believed our report?” [Isa 53:1]. 
 Then they cried mightily to 
God - they prayed earnestly [3:8]. 
What a wonderful thing hope is. 
Despite the threat of destruction 
they reasoned “Who can tell if God 
will turn and relent?” [3:9]. 
 Their faith was genuine 
because they “God saw their works 
that they turned from their evil 
ways” [3:10]. The same three 
principles hold good today. May 
preachers proclaim the truth loud 
and clear - God is willing to pardon - 
are we willing to confess?                �
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Introduction
Our theme is the Holy Spirit and 
Scripture.  First we consider the 
nature, origin and purpose of 
Scripture.  Then, we notice that our 
doctrine of Scripture rests upon our 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  

Nature, Origin & Purpose of 
Scripture

  a.  The origin of Scripture
In 2 Peter 1:20-21, Peter is 
answering the question of how the 
Bible came to be written.  Peter is 
saying that the writers of the Bible 
did not simply sit down one day and 
decide to write something for 
posterity. Rather, they were under 
the constraint of the Holy Spirit. 
They could do no other! Peter is here 
testifying to the divine origin of the 
Bible.  
  b.  The Nature of Scripture
To discover the nature of Scripture, 
we must turn to 2 Timothy 3:14-16.  
The doctrine of inspiration, as 
commonly understood, is the 
affirmation that at certain times and 
in certain places, God the Holy Spirit 
caused men to write books and his 
supervisory action was such that 

although these books contained 
words written by men, they are 
actually the Word of God.

  c.  The Purpose of Scripture
When we come to ask about the 
purpose of Scripture we must read 
the same verses from 2 Timothy 
3:14-16.  We must then go on to 
John 20:30,31.

The Holy Spirit & Scripture
My argument is that first, the 
Scriptures came into being through 
the divine spiration of the Holy 
Spirit.  Second, that they have 
veracity because they consist of 
spiritual truth expressed in spiritual 
words given by the Holy Spirit.  
Third, that they can only be 
identified as the Word of God 
through the recognition given by the 
Holy Spirit.  Finally, that they can 
only be understood through the 
comprehension given by the Holy 
Spirit.  Thus their origin, their 
nature, their identification and their 
interpretation are all intimately 
connected to the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.                                          �

APC CONFERENCE

The Holy Spirit & Scripture
The APC Conference was held on 18th October in Inverness. 
Professor Andrew McGowan from the Highland Theological 
College gave two papers, ‘The Holy Spirit and Scripture’, ‘The 
Holy Spirit and Evangelism’ (condensed notes as below), and Mrs 
Catherine MacInnes from Inverness gave a most moving paper 
on her work at Inverness Crisis Pregnancy Centre (see page 7).
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1.  The Holy Spirit Empowers
Before the Ascension, Jesus 
promised the disciples that the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them and 
empower them [Acts 1:1-8].  This 
was marvellously fulfilled on the day 
of Pentecost [Acts 2:1-4]. 

2.  The Holy Spirit Sends
The reason for the empowering of 
the Spirit is that we might be sent by 
God, to make disciples, in the power 
of the Spirit, beginning in 
Jerusalem.  This was the command 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ in Matthew 
28:18-20, repeated in Acts 1.  The 
same teaching is found in John 
15:26-27.

3.  The Holy Spirit Selects
In the NT it was the Holy Spirit who 
commanded the church to set aside 
men, such as Saul and Barnabas, to 
engage in evangelism [Acts 13:1-5].  
Do we take this seriously in the way 
men and women are recruited for 
Christian service?  Or have we 
internalised the concept of ‘call’?  

4.  The Holy Spirit Directs
The Holy Spirit not only guided the 
Church in the selection of those who 
would engage in evangelism but he 
also directed their steps in this 
evangelism.  For example, in Acts 
8:29, “And the Spirit said to Philip, 
‘Go over and join this chariot’ ”. Or 
the examples in Acts 16:6-10. 

5.  The Holy Spirit Persuades
There is a paradox at the very heart 
of our understanding of evangelism.  
On the one hand, we are to call 
people to be reconciled to God [2 
Cor. 5:11-20].  At the same time we 
are told that Paul’s evangelism was 
not with wise and persuasive words 
but by a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power [1 Cor. 2:1-5].  The 
balance, surely, is to recognise both 
the sovereignty of God in salvation 
and the truth that he has called upon 
us to be his agents, his witnesses, his 
ambassadors.

6.  The Holy Spirit Calls
This follows naturally from the last 
point.  In any discussion of 
evangelism, we cannot ignore the 
fact of effectual calling.  Even our 
best efforts will be to no avail unless 
the sovereign Lord calls.  Effectual 
calling is the act of God whereby He 
combines the outward call of the 
gospel with an inner persuasion, 
such that men and women are 
enabled savingly to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Wisdom and Prayer
As we close, there are two other 
points which must be made.  First, 
we must seek the Holy Spirit’s 
wisdom in our evangelism.  Second, 
we must always remember the 
importance of prayer in our 
evangelism.                                         �

The Holy Spirit and Evangelism
By Andrew McGowan
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PAUL WRITING TO THE 
Ephesians said, “We are God's 
workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for 
us to do” [Eph.2:10]. Those good 
works include sharing our faith and 
telling people what God has done for 
us.  Paul is such a wonderful 
example of an ambassador/
evangelist for Christ who was 
prepared to work where the people 
were and with those whom God set 
in his path. 
 Stephen was called to care 
for the widows. Derek Prime in his 
book titled ‘Active Evangelism’  
writes, ‘Stephen did not confuse 
social action with evangelism.   
There is a place for both, but they 
are different things’. He goes onto 
say we should be concerned about 
the needs of society but never forget 
the greatest and most urgent need is 
to know Jesus  Christ as Saviour.
 Over one thousand women 
who serve in the one hundred and 
fifty Crisis Pregnancy Centres 
throughout the UK have heard and 
responded to the call to care. Our 
commitment is to help where there 
is a social need but above all to tell 
about the Lord Jesus.
 I find this a very sensitive 
subject especially to a mixed 
audience, but we must remember 

Called to Care
By Mrs Catherine MacInnes, Inverness

every abortion involves a mother, 
father and child who are made in the 
image of God.  I believe the Church 
should be ready  and  willing to do 
those good works God has prepared 
for us to do. Very often there is no 
advance notice of the opportunities 
God is going to give to us. 
 We have a 24 hour 
helpline.   Those responsible for 
answering the phone are committed 
to being available for 24hours at a 
time.   For many girls who phone in 
it will be the first time they have 
spoken to anyone about their 
situation.   It will be their first 
contact with the Centre so it is very 
important that the person she speaks 
to is understanding and caring. 
Many women just walk in off the 
street, so we must always be ready to 
listen, show compassion and be a 
genuine Christian witness with 
gentleness and respect.   
 Many times we will never 
hear the final outcome of a girls 
decision but there are times when we 
get a surprise. Some time ago a 
young girl who was in the process of 
coming off drugs and several weeks 
pregnant came in for advice.   The 
counselor talked with her for about 
an hour, however she left the Centre 
with the intention of going for an 
abortion as the father of her child 
was also a drug addict. Several 
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months later we received a photo of 
a lovely baby and a thank you note 
from this young mother.
 What alternative can the 
Crisis Pregnancy Centres offer a 
hurting world?   We live in a world 
where the elderly are considered a 
burden to society and the unborn 
have no rights, and immoral living 
has become the norm for people 
young and older. Many people 
believe a woman has a right to an 
abortion if she does not want to 
continue with her pregnancy. 
 By God’s grace we care 
enough to love others regardless of 
religion or culture. We still love 
them regardless of the choices they 
make, and many volunteers are 
willing to give of their time to offer 
hope to women who have had or are 
contemplating an abortion.  We 
present Christ as the answer to their 
emptiness and misery, because  He 
can answer all our hurts and fears. 
 For the past several months 
our news had been dominated by the 
war in Iraq our troops and American 
troops have been looking for 
"Weapons of Mass Destruction” with 
soldiers and civilians have been 
killed. On our TV screens this makes 
painful and sad viewing. During that 
same period of time as that war 
there was one abortion every three 
minutes in the UK and nine times 
that in the US which is three every  
minute.   Surely that is mass 
destruction! We need to ask the 
question  “Is there since 1967, for the 
last 36 years, a sinister quiet war 
against the unborn; a war going 
unnoticed by the church?”  

 What are our churches 
doing to reach those who are now 
emotionally and psychologically 
suffering because of an abortion? 
Women in our churches, are 
struggling with guilt, brokenness 
and depression because of having 
made the choice to have an abortion. 
Mothers who are struggling over a 
daughters or a son's girlfriend's 
pregnancy and the prospect of an 
abortion.  
 Each year world wide 
there are 46 million abortions. 
We believe we have to speak up as 
we recall the words of Proverbs 
chapter 32 verses 8-9 “Speak up for 
those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all 
whom are destitute. Speak up and 
judge fairly; defend the rights of the 
poor and needy”. God does not want 
anybody to feel trapped by parent-
hood.    Some girls say to us that they 
feel trapped by being pregnant and 
that their whole future hangs on 
what they are going to do about it. 
God, who hates to see people 
trapped,  provided the Cities of 
Refuge [Numbers 35].  Those were 
safety nets for Israelites. 
 I like to think of Crisis 
Pregnancy Centres as a refuge and 
safety net for women who find 
themselves trapped. 
 Trapped in relation-
ships.    Afraid of losing a boyfriend 
and the father of their child.  Some 
husbands threaten to end the 
marriage if their wife continues with 
her pregnancy. We had a girl live 
with us in Canada  - her husband 
had put her out because she would 
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not abort the second child she was 
expecting, he  said they  could not 
afford to have more of a family.
 Trapped by fear 
wondering what others will think of 
them if they continue with the 
pregnancy. This is especially true in 
Christian families from the Islands 
and small communities. This month 
there have been phone calls from the 
Isle of Lewis. 
 Trapped by Selfish 
Motives. Women have freely 
admitted to me that they know they 
are being selfish going for an 
abortion but what they do not realize 
is that they are acutely trapped by 
their own selfishness.
 Trapped in ignorance 
and immorality. There are women 
who have no knowledge of  God's  
moral standards or of God’s view of 
abortion.   In fact they are amazed to 
learn God cares and is interested in 
their immediate  situation. They are 
ignorant of the development of the 
baby in the womb.
 We believe every woman 
who comes for help is God's 
appointment.  It is an opportunity to 
give her information and direction, 
to help her to see how she is trapped 
into thinking abortion is the only 
solution to her unwanted pregnancy. 
We have to be available and 
prepared to say to the Lord "Here 
am I use me". 
 I remember the first woman 
who came to me and that was over 
26 years ago.    I was more nervous 
than she was. Her marriage had 
broken up and she had a relation-
ship with another man and was 

carrying his child. She thought she 
had strong convictions against 
abortion as she was a Roman 
Catholic, but she found herself 
questioning her convictions and 
wondering if in her case it would be 
okay to have an abortion.    
 Most women’s stories are 
shocking but we prayerfully 
endeavour to be calm and cry out to 
God for understanding grace and 
wisdom.  We have to constantly 
remind ourselves “There go I but for 
the grace of God”
 Post Abortion Coun-
seling. We have a 10 session 
counseling program for women who 
have had an abortion and are now 
finding it difficult to come to terms 
with the choice they have made. We 
have known women who have come 
to put their trust in Christ as a result 
of the counseling and bible study we 
do with them. Others have been 
helped to a certain coping level and 
promise to think about Christ at 
some other time.   
  One young mother who 
came into the Centre went through 
with the first eight sessions and 
when it came to the very specifics of 
hearing about having a personal 
relationship with Christ and 
forgiveness from God and trusting in 
Jesus she  said she did not want to 
“mess up her head with that sort of 
stuff”. This can be very disheart-
ening but it is only the Holy Spirit 
who can bring those women to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
 School Work. We also go 
into schools. We have being doing 
this for over eight years now and we 
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would appreciate prayer for those of 
us who do this work. There is a 
member of the Highland Health 
Board who has been trying to stop 
our work in the schools.
Each year we talk to at least one 
thousand or more children 
throughout the Highland and 
Islands.   It is an excellent 
opportunity to give them correct 
information and encourage them to 
abstain from sexual relationships 
outside of marriage.   
 This is the very opposite of 
what is in the Sex Educational 
Material that is available in our 
schools. We also teach them about 
the risk of Sexually Transmitted 
Infections we endeavour to get 
across to them God's guidelines on 
relationships and marriage.
 Practical Help. Over the 
years we have been able to give 
practical help such as large items, 
prams, cots etc and clothes to single 
mums and couples.  The mothers do 
appreciate the help and it eases the 
financial burden on them.
 Not everyone is called to do 
this particular type of work so you 
may wonder is there anything at all 
that you can do to help. Yes there is. 
We constantly need prayer support. 
Pray that more women be willing to 
become involved in the work. Pray 
for the women who contact the 
Centres. Pray for the father’s of 
aborted babies.  We tend to think 
more and pray for the mothers but 
we must remember the forgotten 
fathers. Pray they will take respon-
sibility and face the consequences of 
their lifestyle. Pray for women who 

already have had an abortion and 
are struggling with loss and guilt. 
Pray for women who are grieving the 
loss of their child and feel they have 
no right to grieve because they made 
the decision to have the abortion. 
Pray for women who are depressed 
and not able to recognize the cause 
of their depression. Pray for a heart 
of compassion such as Christ had 
when he was face to face with the 
woman at the well and the woman 
caught in adultery.
 Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians and said  “Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves have received 
from God” 
 We all know a little of the 
reality of abortion. Supposing we do 
not remember anything else let us 
remember there are 46 million 
abortions worldwide each year.   
 We cannot say we do not 
know what is going on in our land.
This is what God is saying to us in 
Proverbs chapter 24 verses 10-12
“If you falter in times of trouble, 
how small is your strength!  Rescue 
those being led away to death; hold 
back those staggering towards 
slaughter.   If you say, ‘But we knew 
nothing about this’, does not He 
who weighs the heart perceives it?   
Does not He who guards your life 
know it?   Will He not repay each 
person according to what he has 
done?”                                                   �
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IN THE HUMAN quest to 
uncover the mystery and 
meaning of life many of us set 

out to find, and we realize instead 
we've been found.  Many set out to 
find spirituality and destiny as if 
they are places to be reached and 
find instead a Person coming toward 
them.  
 So what if God is, as many 
have experienced, the Hound of 
Heaven on our trail, the Hunter 
approaching at infinite speed?  What 
if God does search for us even as we 
refuse to be found?  What does the 
life of the hunted person look like?  
C.S. Lewis was one such person.  The 
great British scholar is known and 
loved for his literary imagination 
and articulate defense of 
Christianity.
  But he was not always a 
defender of Christianity.  In fact, he 
once stood vehemently opposed to 
religion in general and believed God 
to be "man's own invention." 
(Footnote 1: C.S. Lewis, They Stand 
Together, The Letters of C.S. Lewis 
to Arthur Greeves, 1914-1963. 
London: Collins, 1979. Letter -12 
Oct. 1916).
 As you hear his story, 
perhaps you, too, will find that God 
has followed your life with 
exhausting persistence.   Born in 
1898, Clive Staples Lewis lost his 

mother to cancer at a young age.  
This left his father, with the help of 
several boarding schools, to care for 
him and his older brother. As a 
student under many different arenas 
of thought, Lewis' own atheism 
quickly took shape.  He soon 
declared, "I believe in no religion.  
There is no proof for any of them." 
(Footnote 2: C.S. Lewis, They Stand 
Together.  12 Oct. 1916)
 Yet during the war, Lewis 
began to express his mounting 
despair for life and God. Of this he 
writes, "I was…living, like so many 
Atheists… in a whirl of contra-
dictions.  I maintained that God did 
not exist.  I was also very angry with 
God for not existing." (Footnote 3: 
C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy, New 
York:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1955. p. 191.)
 For years Lewis tried to 
evade God, only to find that his logic 
for rejecting God did not even hold 
up under his own logic.  He wrote, 
"If the whole universe has no 
meaning, we should never have 
found out that it had no meaning."  
At the same time, his friends, J.R.R. 
Tolkien and Owen Barfield, helped 
him to find answers to questions 
that had been plaguing him for so 
long:  "Where has religion reached 
its true maturity?  Where, if 
anywhere, have the hints of all 

A Hunted Life
By Jill Carattini
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Paganism been fulfilled?"  The final
blows to his crumbling tower of 
atheistic thought came around the 
time Lewis learned of his father's 
illness.  
 Now in his thirties, Lewis 
finally "gave in" and admitted that 
God was God. The "compulsion" of 
God, he later noted, is what 
ultimately led him to surrender to 
Theism. (Footnote 4: C.S. Lewis, 
Surprised by Joy, p. 228-229.)
Two years later, God still on his trail, 
Lewis embraced the truth of the
person of Christ.   
 Doubtless, Lewis' story has 
touched countless lives with the 
reality of God and the intensity of 
His pursuit for our hearts.  Through 
Lewis I am reminded of the 

profound truth and mystery that it is 
“God that worketh in me” 
[Philippians 2:12-13].  
 Despite our angry words or 
persistent defiance, God's search 
continues.  His persistence is 
exhausting, His faith in us terrifying.  
But Oh!  To be found!  This is the 
Joy that caught Lewis by surprise, 
the joy of being found by a Person.  
Truly, His compulsion is our 
liberation. 

__________

Copyright (c) 2003 Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries (RZIM)
09/11/03 
http://www.rzim.org/publications/
slice.php.  

DURING THE DARKEST DAYS OF 1940s, an important signal was 
received by the British battleship on which King George VI was 
travelling. A junior officer on the bridge was sent to take it to the 

king’s quarters. He knocked on the door but heard no reply.
 As doors on battleships are not flimsy, he knocked again. Still 
getting no reply, he opened and went inside. The king was kneeling beside 
his bunk in prayer. Trembling at his social gaffe, and not knowing what on 
earth to do, the young officer stood at the salute and waited.
 After a long time the king rose. Taking in the situation, he said 
“Next time you come across your king upon his knees before a still greater 
King, the correct form is to get down upon your knees and join him.”
 At this time of international noise and dreadful consequences, the 
memory of that godly man shines like a light across the waves in a dark and 
stormy night, calling those familiar with the privilege of prayer to their place 
of duty.

Revd William D Brown, Edinburgh

Privilege of Prayer
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Congregational News

DUNDEE

Two people from the Gotterstone 
area have been attending some of 
our meetings. It was decided to try 
and have regular meetings in that 
area of Dundee. Kevin and Sine, who 
live there and brought these friends 
along, opened their home and 
invited other neighbours in to have a 
chat with the congregation and 
‘minister’ - and for a pizza! The first 
meeting was in October and went 
very well. There was a short 10 
minute address by the minister.  The 
neighbours seemed to have enjoyed 
the night and said they would come 
back to the next one in November. 
They were encouraged to ask any 
questions relating to the Christian 
faith and at the next meeting the 
minister would talk on the subject of 
the church. Please pray that God 
would bless this initiative.
 One of our newest and 
youngest attenders underwent a 
traumatic experience recently. She 
was attending hospital and was told 
that she had to go into hospital the 
next week for urgent surgery as she 
had cancer. The congregation were 
stunned at the news. Two days 
before she was due to go to hospital 
her doctor rang her and told that 
they had been looking at the wrong 
notes and that there was nothing 
wrong with her. Wonderful news for 

our friend, but tragic for some other 
poor patient who had been told they 
were clear. Such experiences can be 
a means in God’s hands for blessing. 
We pray that it will be for all of us in 
the congregation.
 Our Tuesday ‘Drop-in’ 
prayer hour is proving to be a good 
time to reflect on the congregation’s 
needs and position. What a privilege 
it is to bring the congregation to 
God’s throne of grace. 
 We had a nice communion 
in October and Ritchie’s mother 
Gwen, who has started worshipping 
with us, and is a member in another 
church, took open communion.

INVERNESS

Recently the congregation was 
blessed and encouraged in having 
the Lord's Supper, and one person 
received the  Supper for the first 
time.   For that we thank God, who 
in his grace and providence works 
out all things to his honour.  We 
want to thank Rev John Ross, Tain, 
who  was Interim-Moderator,
during the time the minister and his 
wife were in Canada.   Hopefully, a
report of that visit will appear in an 
other issue of the APC News shortly.
 The programme of meetings 
for the coming year have started up, 
such as Ladies' Meeting, Men's 
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Meeting, Book Reading Club, 
Orphanage Club collections, and the 
Bible Study Groups which meet in 
several  homes.  
 A new group has started for  
people interested in writing from a 
Christian perspective.  This has 
drawn people from different church 
fellowships and provides 
opportunity for the participants to  
review and encourage one another 
in writing.  If you are interested in 
this type of  meeting, please
get in touch with the minister for 
more information.   
 The Sunday School work 
continues in Drakies Hall, and we 
very much appreciate the diligence 
of the teachers, both there and in 
Kingsview. 
 The building of the annex is 
underway, with foundations and 
underfloor heating in place, and also 
a start made on the walls.  There has 
been a delay in the latter especially, 
because of conflicting drawings 
being received from the architects.   
This has caused us upset and a sense 
of frustration, but we bow to the 
sovereign Lord and pray that he will 
yet show us his wisdom in 
overruling human mistakes.  That is, 
after all, the great display of his 
grace in the Gospel way of salvation.  
 Pray for us, that God will 
use us and all that we are and have 
to his glory.

STORNOWAY

The congregation were most 
encouraged with the start to its
"Christianity Explored" Course on 22 
October.  Eleven people arrived on 
the night, and although some had 
already attended church, there was 
real thankfulness that at least four 
had not been in the church before.  
Pleasepray that there will be genuine 
blessing following this venture.
 November also looks like 
being a busy month for the 
congregation as it has a visit from 
Sam Gordon of Trans World Radio, 
the Gideon Friends Rally and a 
Communion along with a 
Thanksgiving day Service all inside 
the month.

HARRIS

The Harris congregation had its 
AGM on Tuesday 21 October at the 
same time as a visit from Sandy 
Gillies from the Stornoway 
congregation who showed pictures of 
his recent trip to Mt Kilimanjaro to 
raise funds for Mission Aviation 
fellowship.  The congregation 
provided a lovely tea for the
travellers!  Please continue to pray 
for its elder, Sam Morrison, who is
still ill in hospital.  Others in the 
congregation, are also attending
hospital.

“HIS WORK [the Holy Spirit], is to make the word so stick in people’s 
consciences that they come under conviction. We should not play on the 
minds of people by telling awesome stories. The Holy Spirit will do the 
convicting and awakening of fear. Stories are to illustrate obscure points, 
not to give our listeners the creeps.”                                                    John White
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Moderator’s Message - Revd Roddy MacRae, Edinburgh

“Be Still and Know That I am God”
Psalm. 46;10

FOR THOSE WHO sing Psalms, 
you will recognise these words. 
However, I want to ask you, 

“Do you know what these words are 
saying?” I mean really know what 
these words are saying? 
 It says in Ecclesiastes 5:1 
“To draw near to listen is better 
than the sacrifice of fools.” One 
writer calls the sacrifice of fools, 
“human initiated religious talk.” 
Take a look at the next verse in 
Ecclesiastes, “Be not rash with your 
mouth, nor let your heart be hasty 
to utter a word before God, for God 
is in heaven and you upon earth; 
therefore let your words be few.” 
 Take your time as you think 
through these words. There is a 
classic example of this ‘sacrifice of 
fools’ this ‘humanly initiated 
religious talk’ in the scripture. It was 
when Peter was up the mountain 
when Jesus was transfigured and 
they saw Moses and Elijah there 
speaking with Jesus. 
 Matthew 17; 2-4, “There he 
was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the light.  
Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it 
is good for us to be here. If you 
wish, I will put up three shelters—

one for you, one for Moses and one 
for Elijah.”
 Have you ever noticed that 
Peter was not asked anything? He 
just opened his mouth and spoke 
with out thinking about what was 
going to come out. Do we in our 
busy lives take moments of silence 
the way we should? Or are we afraid 
of the silence. Richard Foster said, 
“One reason we can hardly bear to 
remain silent is that it makes us feel 
so helpless.” Interesting thought. It 
makes us feel helpless. 
 Is that why so many 
Christians fail to keep silent and 
don’t allow God to speak in these 
still moments? By holding our 
tongue in all situations, we learn 
some very important things. We not 
only learn to stop ourselves saying 
something that could hurt and 
damage others, but we learn to listen 
for the voice of God. 
 There is an immense 
blessing in learning spiritual 
stillness. Spiritual stillness happens 
internally and externally. Both are 
on the decline in the life of the 
Christian. We as followers of Christ 
have the amazing blessing of having 
a peace, and internal peace that 
passes all understanding. 
 In the midst of many 
troubles and chaos in life there is an 
inner peace because of Christ’s great 
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work in the heart of the Christian. 
But many of us do not cultivate this 
peace. There is also the lost practice 
of solitude, which is “being alone” 
externally. 
 The reason for solitude is 
not to get away from people and get 
some peace, but to draw nearer to 
God and listen to the still small 
voice. This solitude is mixed with 
prayer and reading scripture, but 
listening is part of solitude which 
means being silent is the purpose, 
thus listening and not speaking is 
the name of the game.
 As followers of Christ, we 
Christians should be practicing the 
art of stillness in our lives. Why? 
Because we need to practice 
listening to the “Divine whisper” as 
one writer called it. 
 Before we preach, pray, 
speak to our neighbours etc, we 
ought to remember the wise words 
of Solomon from Ecclesiastes 5 “To 
draw near to listen is better than 
the sacrifice of fools. Be not rash 
with your mouth, nor let your heart 
be hasty to utter a word before God, 
for God is in heaven and you upon 
earth; therefore let your words be 
few.” 

 In our crazy world of 
distractions, it is time to let God 
move through his Spirit and for us 
Christ followers to learn how to 
listen. Let us stop offering the 
sacrifice of fools and being all 
religious, let us “draw near and 
listen and let your words be few”. 
 Bonhoeffer said, “Real 
silence, real stillness, really holding 
one’s tongue comes only as the sober 
consequence of spiritual stillness.” 
The external effects of stillness only 
really come when they are practiced 
on the inside. Control of the tongue 
in all situations is like being set free, 
but the spiritual discipline of being 
still and holding ones tongue needs 
to start in the heart first. 
 Perhaps we should 
rediscover spiritual disciplines in the 
church to help us listen for the voice 
of the Lord again. It is such a shame 
that we feel that we have to fit God 
into our lives somewhere. 
 It should be our desire as 
followers of Christ to maximize our 
focus on him and let everything else 
fall into place behind the most 
important thing, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus. “Be still and know that I am 
God.” Will you be still?                     �

SATAN’S  PURSUIT of SAINTS
SOME HAVE THOUGHT IF they were only in such a family, under such a 
ministry, removed from a certain temptation, then they would not be such 
weak Christians. I confess a change of air is a great help to an invalid, but do 
you think you can thus escape Satan’s presence? No! Even if you were to 
take the wings of the morning, He would pursue you. A change of 
circumstances may make him change his method of tempting, but nothing 
temporal can make him lay down his designs. As long as his comrade, your 
old nature, is alive within, he will be knocking at the door without.”
           William Gurnall
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ARE REASON AND faith 
opposed to each other?  
Philosophers, scientists,

theologians, and countless others 
have been wrestling with this 
question for centuries.  
 We must all face this 
question when naturalism conflicts 
with the supernatural.  We must face 
it when our experience seems to
conflict with our theology.  We must 
face it when our finite minds cannot
answer infinite questions.  And, 
most of us face it every time we get 
onto an airplane.
 I have only a rudimentary 
grasp of aerodynamics.  I can 
understand why balloons float, and, 
in theory, I can understand why 
planes fly.  But, in reality, the sight 
of a metal aircraft that weighs 
several hundred tons gliding through 
the air always seems slightly absurd 
to me.  
 How can something that 
heavy fly?  This lack of understand-
ing on my part means that I get onto 
an airplane by faith.  Yet, the faith 
that allows me to step onto an 
airplane is not opposed to my reason 
but completely dependent upon it!  I 
trust that, in spite of the fact that I 
can't understand the reasons the 
airplane flies, there are nevertheless 
good, sound reasons.  I trust that the 

physicists and the engineers who 
designed the plane and the pilots 
who fly it understand the laws of 
aerodynamics better than I do. 
 Flight is not a miracle, in 
the strict sense of the word.  When I 
believe in it I am not denying 
reason, rather I am trusting the 
reasoning of someone else who has 
figured it out.  By getting onto a 
plane I am assenting that someone 
else understands the science of 
flight, even though I do not.  
 A similar choice is before 
most people who undergo surgery.  
If a person is ill, cutting them open 
seems like the last thing in the world 
one should do to help them.  Won't 
this further add to their pain and 
injury? Yet, we trust surgeons, 
diagnosticians, and those with a 
thorough knowledge of the human 
body who tell us that this will 
ultimately help the body heal.  
 If I am the patient, my trust 
in the surgeon supersedes my
instinct that I should never let 
someone cut me open.  Though I 
may reason that surgery will be 
painful and though I may not be 
able to understand how the 
operation works, I must choose to 
put my faith in the surgeon's
better-informed reasoning that this 
will ultimately help me.  

Faith and Flight 

By Betsy Childs  
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 On apparent conflicts 
between faith and reason, 
philosopher Alvin Plantinga has 
written, "[T]he poignancy of the 
clash is just that what faith teaches 
conflicts with an immediate teaching 
of reason." (Footnote 1: "Reason and 
Belief in God," The Analytic Theist 
(Eerdmans, 1998), 159.)
  Plantinga here employs the 
word "immediate" in the sense of 
being "in the present time or place."  
Our faith may clash with the 
information immediately available 
to us (such as that heavy things 
don't float, or that people shouldn't 
be cut open), but this does not mean 
that it conflicts with what will be 
shown to be true when more truth is 
revealed (such as when airplanes fly 
and operations save people's lives).  
 With this in mind, we are 
never really required to choose faith 
over reason, but rather merely to 
accept certain beliefs in the 
expectation that the reasoning 
behind them will one day be 
understandable to us.  As Ravi
Zacharias has said of God, "He's put 
enough in this world to make faith
one of the most reasonable things.  
He's left enough out to make it
impossible to live by sheer reason 
alone."  

 The writer of Hebrews calls 
faith “the conviction of things not 
seen” [Hebrews 11:1, ESV].  We 
ought not to be misled into thinking 
that one can only be convinced of 
what one can see.  At one time, many 
people would have said that it goes 
against reason to believe that an 
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The answer to the question lies in 
the nature of Christ himself. He is 
the key to the whole of our 
existence. The Christian apostle Paul 
sums up the divine purpose vividly:
“...to bring all things in heaven and 
on earth together under one head, 
even Christ” [Ephesians 1:10].
 Why a universe, and not a 
series of ‘multiverses’? Christ is the 
single, unifying reason. As two 
student leaders – Tom Parsons and 
Stephen Nichols – once explained in 
a Bible study at All Souls Church in 
London, ‘Even the origin of the 
university (Latin: ‘uni’ – one; 
‘veritas’ – truth) reflects the vision 
of a single coherent story, one truth. 
From the beginning, all subjects in 
our campuses – physics, music or
mathematics – were separate 
chapters in one over-arching story, 
slices cut from one cake.’
 But in recent years a 
widespread loss of confidence has
resulted in a growing collection of 
highly diverse and irreconcilable 
‘stories’; there are as many 
narratives as there are narrators – 
‘my’ story, ‘your’ story, the Marxist 
story, the feminist story. The 
university curriculum has widened
to bizarre dimensions. ‘You can even 

do courses in Star Trek’, say Tom 
and Stephen, ‘or studies on the 
career of some football star!’ The 
idea that there could be one story
that explains all the rest – a single 
factor, an individual Person – is 
dismissed as naïve.
 But this is nothing new. The 
Christian apostles were up against 
the most fragmented world-view 
imaginable. There was Delphi with 
its oracle, the rites of the Egyptian 
god Isis, and Cybele, the mother of 
gods in Asia. Romans could go to 
Greece and identify their own 
Jupiter with Zeus, or visit Syria and 
find him in Baal. Yet this whole 
edifice was to crumble.
 As the message of Christ 
took hold – by whose ‘blood’ all 
things on earth or in heaven could 
be made one [Colossians 1:20] – a 
new and unprecedented unity of
thought began to take over. Tatian, 
the second century Christian leader, 
spoke of the relief of exchanging the
tyranny of 10,000 gods for the 
benign monarchy of one. Augustine, 
two centuries later put it, ‘This Child 
of the manger fills the world.’ The 
apostle Paul put it still more 
dramatically: “He who descended is 
the very one who ascended higher 

The two following articles are taken from Richard Bewes book ‘The Top 100 
Questions’ and is reproduced with kind permission.  The book is published 
by Christian Focus Publications ISBN 1-85792-680-3

One Universe or Many?
Is Jesus Christ ‘IT’....or is He only part of something yet bigger 
still? Are there other systems out there, alien to our own?’
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than all the heavens, in order to fill 
the whole universe” [Ephesians 
4:10].
 By this, Paul meant that 
there is no part of the universe
that is free from Christ’s control. 
Secondly, there is no room for 
anyone else. Diana, Mithras, 
Jupiter, Osiris and Venus had to go. 

Jesus has taken all the space! 
 Thirdly, the ascension of 
Jesus implies, not a Christ-deserted 
world, but a Christ-filled world.

There is just one great universe 
– and Christ is its explanation 
and goal.

But no such arrival will take place, 
because aliens do not exist. Gyorgy 
could have spared himself the 
trouble. And however fascinating the 
information that comes to us from
the scientific exploration of the 
universe, our scientists could save 
themselves a great deal of nail-biting 
suspense and perhaps money, if they 
realised that the possibility of alien
life is zilch. We are alone in the 
universe. But why can we be so sure 
on this issue?
 The answer is found in a 
biblical world-view. At the centre of 
all existence is the one true God, 
who has focused his loving purposes 
upon the apex of His created 
universe – a race of beings, made in 
His image, and made for fellowship
with Him. Planet Earth was to be the 
focal point of God’s work. There, we 

possessed the capacity to worship, 
love, create and govern. To us was 
entrusted the care of the created 
order [Genesis 1:27,28]. Thus when 
we as creation’s chief actor, led by 
the original first pair, fell into 
rebellion, the entire cosmos was 
necessarily affected, and remains in 
a state of discordant tension and 
‘groaning’ to this day [Romans 8:19–
22].
 Is there another ‘system’ 
outside of ours; another race of
beings – which perhaps has never 
sinned and doesn’t need salvation? 
No; the destiny of the solitary 
universe was integrated with the 
human race – a one-off group of 
beings created with God-like moral 
responsibility. As custodians, we 
stood alone. When we fell, 
everything else shuddered. And now

Are We on Our Own?
Gyorgy Mandics, a UFO expert from Timisoara in Romania, was 
reported to have learnt 17 foreign languages, in the hope that he 
could speak to any aliens who might land on earth. ‘I’m sure’, he 
said, ‘that aliens exist, and I will be one of the few people able to 
communicate with them when they arrive’ (London Metro, 15 June 
2001).
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‘In Persecution’ (Regnery Publishing), 
author and attorney David Limbaugh 
tells a remarkable story of growing civic 
intolerance for Christian beliefs and 
symbols. If all you've heard about such 
persecution is the occasional story in 
your local newspaper, you'll be 
astounded at the litany of anti-Christian 
actions by public and school officials 
that Limbaugh relates here.
 For example, two sisters at Lynn 
Lucas Middle School in the Houston 
area were carrying their Bibles into their 
classrooms when they were stopped by 
their teacher, who took them 
immediately to the principal's office, 
called the girls' mother, and threatened 
to call child protective services. "When 
the mother arrived, the teacher waved 
the Bibles at her and exclaimed, 'This is 
garbage,' then threw them into the trash 
can. She said the girls could not bring 
Bibles to school.
 "In a separate but similar incident 
at the same school, officials confronted 

three students whose books had the Ten 
Commandments displayed on the 
covers. They threw the covers in the 
garbage, claiming the Ten Command-
ments were hate speech that might 
offend other students."
 Limbaugh also discusses the 
increasing effort to eliminate references 
to Christianity from civic life. "In 
Covington, Georgia, the ACLU filed suit 
against a public school district because 
its calendar designated December 25 as 
Christmas, which is unconstitutionally 
'advancing religion,' as opposed to just 
recognizing the commonly known fact . . 
 The City Council of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, changed the name of its 
annual December parade from the 
'Christmas Parade' to the 'Holiday 
Parade' in order not to offend non-
religious people or those of other faiths. 
As one writer quipped, “I can't wait until 
they find out the word 'holiday' actually 
means 'holy day.' What to do then?’ ”

[Taken from ‘Preaching Now’ website]

all creation waits – along with us – 
for the final day of redemption 
through Christ [Romans 8:19].
 It’s Christ, the second 
Person of the eternal Trinity, who
clinches the issue. Coming as God, to 
be born into our world as a human 
being, and to save the world through 
His death, He is at the right hand of 
God the Father. There He rules at 
the centre of everything, as 
representative of all humanity – not 
as a resurrected spirit but in a 
glorified body; not as an ex-man but 
as true and perfect Man, on behalf of 

His redeemed church.
 Here is a consistent, unified 
picture. What of alien beings, then? 
They’re not in the frame at all. In the 
Scriptures we learn of angels, but 
they are not aliens; they are an 
integral part of the created order, 
and have a part to play as God’s
messengers and servants.

It’s official, then. Apart from 
the loving presence of God
Himself, we are on our own in 
the universe.                                  �

Attacks on Christianity
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ADVERTISING 
RATES

Charges for advertising 
in this magazine are as follows

 Full Page       £30
 Half Page      £16
 Quarter Page £9
 Eighth Page    £5

Contact:
Donald C Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road,

Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798
Fax 01382 451764

dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

The Next Issue of
The APC News 

will be the December issue
 and is due out on

2nd December

OPEN DOORS UK

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER
"Prayer is not preparation for the battle: prayer is the battle!"

- Brother Andrew, founder of Open Doors

The International Day of Prayer for Persecuted Christians (IDOP) is a day 
when thousands of churches around the world lift up our suffering brothers 

and sisters before the Throne of Grace

Brothers and sisters will pray in the jungles of Burma, house churches in 
China, cathedrals in England, gypsy churches in Bulgaria, house groups in 
Saudi-Arabia, out-door meetings in Sudan, prayer groups in Belarus, New 

York, and in many other parts of the world.

Get A FREE Prayer Resource Pack now by calling
01993 885400.

Next Presbytery
is on

TUESDAY
2nd DECEMBER

at 2pm
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Congregational Details
DINGWALL

Revd Dr Malcom MacInnes, 
Drumalin, 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983,  Fax 01462 226939  
Email: mmacinnes@btinternet.com  
Community Centre, Tulloch Street - 6pm, Tue 7.30pm in Free 
Church Hall. Treasurer: D M Macdonald, Scoraig, 8 Kinnettas 
Square, Strathpeffer IV14 9BD, Tel 01997 421847.

DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, 
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home: 01382 451798, Church: 01382 200700  
Email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk 
Dens Road Church - 11 Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually 
Thu 7pm (confirm on website). Treasurer: Mr Kevin Stirling, 
40 Gotterstone Drive, Dundee DD5 1QX, Tel 01382 770381. 
www.apcdundee.org.uk
Communions: 4 per year as arranged.

EDINBURGH
Revd Roddy MacRae, 
6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh EH10 7AG.  
Tel  0131 445 3673. 
Email: roddy.barvas@blueyonder.co.uk. 
Viewforth Church of Scotland, 104 Gilmore Place - 
12 noon & 6.15pm, Wed 7.30pm in manse. 
Treasurer: Mr A Cumming, 31 Doune Park, Dalgety Bay, 
Dunfermline, KY11 9LX  Tel 01383 825637. 
www..welcome.to/edinburghapc
Communions: last in February and September

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Thursday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean Bridge, 
Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

HARRIS
Contact: Norman MacDonald Tel 01859 530345. 
Seilabost School - 12 noon & 6pm Tue 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: John MacKinnon, 8 Stockinish, Isle of Harris HS3 
3EN  Tel 01859 530211.
Communions: Last in April and September

INVERNESS
Revd Dr Malcolm MacInnes, 
Drumalin, 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, Tel 01463 
223983  Fax 01463 226939 
Email: mmacinnes@btinternet.com  
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 11.30am &  
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm. 
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 Drumdevan 
Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, Tel 01463 231364. 
www.apcinverness.freeuk.com
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, September

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Conference Room, Harbour Offices, 11.30am; 
Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, Rhiconich, by Lairg 
IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in March

LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Alexander Murray, 
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Email: amurray@lairg.freeserve.co.uk  
Lairg Church - 11.30am, 1st, 3rd, 5th Weds 7pm; 
Rogart Church - 6pm.  2nd, 4th Weds 7pm.    
Treasurer:  Miss Annie J Morrison, Woodlands, Lairg IV27 
4DB; Tel 01549 402362. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June and December. Rogart: 
First in July.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held jointly 
with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 2nd & 3rd 
Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs Alison Stewart, 13 
Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC - 11pm. Evening service Lochinver Free 
Church at 1700hrs (5pm) Contacts: Mrs E. MacKenzie, 
Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 4SE, Tel 01571 
855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na Mara, Stoer, Sutherland

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: amcphail@quista.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 
Treasurers: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore Road, Oban  
PA34, Tel  01631 566259 and D Morrison, Glenstruan, Old 
Shore Road, Connel, PA37, Tel 01631 710226. 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Mr. J. van Woerden, 
8 Bank Street,Plockton IV52 8TP Tel 01599 544272 Email: 
jan.vanwoerden@virgin.net  
Plockton: first and third Lord's Day of month 3 pm   

POOLEWE
Services held jointly with Poolewe and Aultbea Free Church - 
Poolewe 10.45am, Inverasdale 4.30pm, Aultbea 6.30pm. 
On 4th Lord's Day of month - Poolewe 10.45am and 5.00pm  
with APC pulpit supply. Treasurer/Contact: K MacLean, 
Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 01445 712050. 
Email: kendunedin@aol.com
Communion: Third in August
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SKYE
Revd Angus Cattanach, 
APC Manse, 20 Glamaig Place, Portree IV51 9PJ, 
Tel 01478 613258 
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, Thu 
7.30pm; C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 5pm. 
Contact: Malcolm Nicolson, 4 Heatherfield, Portree IV51 9NE  
Tel 01478 612235.
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, 
APC Manse, 36 Newvalley, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN, 
Tel 01851 703217,      Fax 01851 703775. 
Email: g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway HS1 
2SS, Tel 01851 703796.
www.treetapesministry.org
www.stornowayonlinesermons.org.uk
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John Ross, 
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am & 6.30pm; Hilton Church 11.30am and 5pm, Wed 
7.30pm. Treasurer: Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, 
Fearn, by Tain IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: cfp@geanies.org.uk
Communions: second in April and November

WICK & THURSO & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11.30pm, alternate 
Wed 7.30pm;  Strathy Church - 4pm Treasurer: Wick/Thurso: 
Mr William Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN Tel 01847 
892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 Strathy Point, 
by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316.
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
TORONTO, ONTARIO

Church: 2712 Victoria Park Avenue, North York, Ontario, M2J 
4A7 Canada. Tel 001 416 491 9778 11am and 7pm, Wed 
7.30pm Contact: Mrs Wilma Kling, 52 Chestertown Square, 
Markham, Ontario L6C 2R2 Tel 001 905 887 2017

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver: corner 15th Street & Fraser Street – Lord’s Day 
11am, and 5pm (alternate Sundays) Prayer meeting Wed 7pm  
When announced - contact J Lewis. Contacts: Hugh Fraser 
001 604 526 0431 and Jerrold Lewis 001 604 951 4848
www.apcvan.org

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: St Hilda’s Church Centre, Young Road, 
Mount Wellington – 2pm
Contact: Donald MacLean, Tel 649 524 5747

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. Mth, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: amcphail@quista.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, 

APC Manse, 36 Newvalley, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DN 
Tel 01851-703217
Fax 01851 703775

Email: g.i.macaskill@btinternet.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr Kenneth MacLean,

PO Box 2 Gairloch, IV21 2YA
Tel 01445-712050 

Email: kendunedin@aol.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798 Fax 01382 451764

Email: dcmacaskill@apchurches.org.uk

__________

Our Scottish Charity No is:
SC 02313

We are on the web
www.apchurches.org.uk


