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J 
ESUS SAID very challenging 
things in the Sermon on the 
Mount. If we really believed 

what He said, we would be very  
concerned about our spirituality. 
 When He said that our 
righteousness must exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, He was fully aware of 
the remaining corruption in the 
hearts of believers. Jesus was not 
referring to sinless perfection. He 
was referring to a righteousness, 
albeit imperfect, but which 
emanated from a renewed heart. 
  Some people teach that 
absolutely everything we do is 
nothing but  “filthy rags” to God. 
They teach that nothing we do ever 
pleases God. But that is not what 
the Bible teaches. When God sees 
His own ‗work of grace‘ in the 
heart and life of His people, He 
rejoices and is pleased with them. 
 The Bible speaks again and 
again of those who were ‗perfect‘ 
before God, but they were not 
sinless. Noah was seen as perfect 
before God  [Gen 6:9 AV]. Job was 
‗perfect‘ [Job 1:1 AV]. Zachariah 
and Elizabeth were both ‗righteous 

EDITORIAL 
 
 

Righteousness that 
Pleases God 

and blameless‘ before the Lord 
[Luke 1:6]. None of these people 
were perfect in their daily lives. 
 John Piper points out that 
when he asks his children to tidy 
their room and they diligently and 
obediently go and tidy their rooms 
and make a pretty good job of it, 
he is delighted with them, 
although their rooms are not 
perfectly tidy and clean. In a 
similar way God is pleased when 
His people obey Him and do the 
best they can according to the gifts 
and talents and opportunities they 
have.  God is not a hard and 
intolerant task-master. The God of 
the Bible  is not impossible to 
please. 
 When we do good and share, 
the writer to the Hebrews tells us 
that God is well pleased with us
[Heb 13:16 AV]. When we praise 
and magnify the Lord with a 
sincere heart, we are told “This 
also shall please the Lord”  [Psa 
69:31 AV]. We can do things and 
live in such a way that it pleases 
God, despite the imperfections of 
all our works. 
 When Jesus says our 
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righteousness must exceed that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, He 
means that genuine service to the 
Lord from a heart that has been 
purified by the blood of Christ is 
acceptable to Him. Pleasing God is 
not something beyond the ability 
of the believer. God rejoices over 
the obedience, however imperfect 
of His people. God will work in our 
favour when we serve Him from 
the heart. We read that “When a 
man‟s ways please the Lord He 
makes even his enemies to be at 
peace with him” [Pro 16:17].  
 It would seem, that even some 
of God‘s people are not even aware 
that they are righteous! That may 
seem a strange thing to say, but 
Matthew tells us that at the 
judgment “the righteous will 
answer Him saying „Lord, when 
did we see You hungry and feed 
You, or thirsty and give You 
drink” [Mat 25:37]. God‘s people 
sometimes do not see themselves 
as those who serve the Lord. 
 Yes, God is a loving heavenly 
Father, keen to encourage His 
obedient children. He is not an 
unhappy taskmaster looking for an 
impossible perfection from His 
slaves. 
 No doubt the righteousness of 
Christ in justification by faith 
alone being imputed to us, is 
involved in this interpretation. 
However,  we believe that the 
sermon on the mount is not an 
evangelistic address, for 
unbelievers, but instruction in 
righteousness for God‘s people. 
Jesus constantly referred again 

and again to “your Father in 
heaven” indicating His audience 
were the people of God.  
 Jesus was speaking against the 
background of the righteousness 
laid down by the Scribes and 
Pharisees of His day. They had an 
extremely legalistic approach to 
what constituted righteousness. 
Barclay tells us that the Jews had a 
passion for definition. All kinds of 
things were classified as work—so 
they had to define what work was. 
 To carry a burden on the Lord‘s 
day was work. So they had to 
define what constituted a burden. 
Food equal in weight to a dried fig, 
enough wine for mixing in a 
goblet, milk enough for one 
swallow, honey enough to put on a 
wound, water enough to moisten 
an eye-salve...‘ and so on and on!  
 They would spend hours and 
hours discussing whether a man 
could lift a lamp from one place to 
another, or a woman wear a 
broach, etc.  To heal was to work 
on the Sabbath. So healing had to 
be defined. If there was danger to 
life. Prevention of wounds getting 
worse was allowed but not 
measures to help him improve. 
These things were of the essence of 
true religion for the Pharisees. 
 What a difference from the 
teachings of Jesus, who is  the 
Great Physician of body and soul.  
 The righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees were 
external regulations. They 
wanted to be seen by others and 
were not concerned about the 
motives of the heart. Therefore 
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What’s that Tune? 

( A Melody Index of Sol-fa Tunes)  

 

 

How often have you heard a tune but you don‘t know its 
name?  How often have you scratched your head in a vain ef-
fort to find the answer? Help is at hand from Ebenezer Publi-
cations, thanks to Dr Donald Boyd, with this new and unique 
index which lists Sol-fa tunes.  A beginner, as well as a sea-
soned singer, can use it to find the name of an unknown tune 
from the first line of the melody.  Once the name is known, the 
whole tune can be consulted in any standard Psalmody book. 

This melody index fills a significant gap in the market.  It is a 
handy pocket-sized 64 page booklet which, as well as finding 
tunes, includes a useful Precentor‘s Quick Reference Guide for 
prompting one‘s memory. 

It indexes the common Psalters which have appeared during 
the past eighty years – from the Church of Scotland, the Free 
Church of Scotland and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Ireland.  In one set of covers, with a clear font, Dr Boyd has 
collated in 40 pages most tunes which are likely to be sung to 
The Scottish Psalter. 

The author states his aim in publishing this new resource is to 
contribute to the honour of God‘s praise in its suitable expres-
sion through divine Psalmody.  It is certainly a labour of love 
and satisfies the need to easily identify vocal Psalmody music. 

It is available from the author: Dr Donald Boyd, Ebenezer, 
Westhill, Inverness, IV2 5JY or donaldboyd@btinternet.com. 
The cost is £2.50 +p&p. 

mailto:donaldboyd@btinternet.com.


[22]  The APC News  No 136  July/August 2009 

mention of homosexuality, it appears the complainant believed the mere 
advertising of an evangelical church was 'homophobic'. 
 This seemed to be enough for several police officers to investigate the 
complaint, followed by a visit from the Hate Crimes Unit. 
 What is of particular concern is that our Government is seeking to 
remove the free speech clause from the homosexual hatred law. The 
protection, approved by Parliament only last year, is being removed via 
the Coroners and Justice Bill at the insistence of gay rights group 
Stonewall. 
 The protection clause makes clear that criticising homosexual conduct 
is not, in itself, a crime. Yet, the Government wants to remove this 
protection.  There is clearly a need for the law to send a strong signal to 
protect freedom of speech so that all people can express their views on 
sexual ethics without fear of a police investigation. 
 The free speech clause is clear and simple. It upholds the liberty to 
engage in discussion and debate over matters of sexual conduct, and 
clarifying that urging people to modify their sexual behaviour is not in 
itself threatening or intended to stir up hatred.  
 Even homosexual activists agree that a free speech clause should be 
included in the Bill. Activist Peter Tatchell and columnist Iain Dale have 
highlighted free speech concerns. Writing in ‗The Times‘, prominent 
homosexual Matthew Parris supported the free speech clause, arguing that 
―free speech demands rough-and-tumble and ‗give-and-take‘ ‖. 
 Comedian and free speech campaigner Rowan Atkinson has spoken out 
concerning his fear that without the free speech protection, people will be 
unsure of what they are allowed to say and would therefore be fearful of 
expressing a viewpoint. 
 There is great need for urgent prayer and for writing to Peers on 
this  very important matter. Preachers are going to feel under great 
pressure as they teach and explain the commandments of God both in 
church and in public places if this protection clause is not included. 
 Further information and help, including addresses of MPs, can be 
had from:  The Christian Institute, address and details are below.  
 

Registered office: The Christian Institute, Wilberforce House, 4 Park Road, 
Gosforth Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 8DG The Christian Institute 
is a company limited by guarantee,  registered in England as a charity. Company 
No. 263 4440 Charity No. 100 4774    Charity No. SC039220 

 

————————————————————- 

 

Since this article was written, the Lords have  voted in favour 
of retaining the free speech clause,  so the Bill has returned to 
the House of Commons for another vote there — so much 
prayer is still required. This is a very important Bill. 
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praying in public, in street corners, 
were an important part of their 
lives. Their righteousness was also 
according to tradition - things 
which were known to be ‗right‘ 
among the public. 
 The Christian, on the contrary 
is concerned about what pleases 
God, not what pleases men. John 
the apostle informs us that our 
prayers are answered “because we 
keep His commandments and do 
those things which pleases Him” 
[1 John 3:22].  
 Just as Paul, in considering life 
on earth and life with Jesus, was 
able to say “so whether we are at 
home (on earth) or away (in 
heaven) we make it our aim to 
please Him” [2 Cor 5:9], the 

Christian desires to do God‘s will 
as best he can. 
 The Christian knows very well 
that his best efforts fall far short of 
perfection, but it is also true that 
his heavenly Father ‗accepts‘ him 
in Christ. The imputed 
righteousness of God‘s Son is 
made over to all believers and they 
rejoice and can say that God has 
“made us accepted in the 
Beloved”  [Eph 1:6 AV].  
 While the world  “cannot 
please God”  [Rom 8:8], it is 
gloriously true that the gospel 
invites them to come and put their 
faith in Christ, for  “it pleased 
God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who 
believe‖ [1 Cor 1:21].                      Ω 
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THIS IS THE  fourth article in a series of ‗Our Spiritual Roots‘. In this 
issue Archie McPhail writes about the  ‗solas‘ of the Christian faith, one 
of the most important teachings in Scripture . 

Our Spiritual Roots 

Spiritual Roots (4)  
Grace alone; Faith alone; 
Christ alone  
  

IT ALL BEGAN with a question.  
Times change, and so do the 
questions people ask.  
 But some questions should be 
asked in every age.  The question 
was, ―How can I be right with 
God?‖ and people all over Europe 
were beginning to ask that in the 
early 16th century. The answer may 
be obvious to us; it was not 
obvious to them. It is something 
we all need to know.  
 It was a time of social change. 
That produces anxiety. Sometimes 
it moves people towards the 
fundamental questions of life. It 
also leads to a lack of confidence in 
social institutions (in that era – 
the Church). The population was 
largely churchgoing. People 
believed in a heaven and a hell. 
―How can I be saved from hell and 
go to heaven‖ was an important 
question.  
 There had been a widespread 
belief that the Church (as an 
organisation) would take care of 
such matters. People confessed 
their sins to priests and received 
absolution. They were offered 

indulgences – buying an 
indulgence would get you to 
heaven sooner, or so they thought. 
But as time went on the answers 
they were given seemed 
unsatisfactory. 
 

Personality, discovery, 
publicity 

  
The power of an idea depends on 
someone putting it into words. 
And an individual often gets the 
credit for something that involves 
many people. That is the case with 
Martin Luther.   
 His experience was vivid. His 
life was public. And he was able to 
express what many people were 
discovering for themselves.   
He shared the question many of us 
have had, ―What must I do to be 
saved?‖ He made many attempts 
to put himself in the clear with 
God but his conscience always told 
him it was not enough. ―God 
requires righteousness‖, he 
thought. ―How can I ever be 
righteous?‖  
 As he pondered God‘s Word the 
Spirit showed him that there was a 
righteousness – the perfect person 
and life of Christ. Christ had paid a 
debt he did not owe. His right-
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The Erosion of Free 
Speech! 

 
There is mounting concern over free speech in the UK. A recent incident  
near Manchester highlights what is likely to become a common occurrence 
towards evangelical churches. A church in Chorlton, near Manchester, 
distributed leaflets inviting people to their Easter service. It was a simple 
invitation to an Easter church service. Nothing more. Here is all that was 
printed on the invitation with a photograph of a daffodil. 

Easter  
New Life  Fresh Hope 
Come and join us as we celebrate together and explore the true 
meaning of Easter 
Good Friday 6 April 
11am Good Friday Service 
Easter Sunday 8 April 
11am Morning Worship 
6.30pm Evening Worship 
Chorlton Evangelical Church  
www.chorltonevangelical.org 
Tel 0161 881 4230 

 What happened next? A five-strong team of police officers investigated 
the church's literature because someone said the leaflet inviting the public 
to an Easter service was 'offensive'.  
 Two mounted policemen were later joined by three armour-clad 
officers who jumped out of a police van to examine the Easter invitation 
leaflet. 
 After the police found no evidence that the leaflet was offensive, the 
individual making the complaint changed his claim. He told police he 
found it offensive that an evangelical church was allowed to advertise itself 
on the high street in a region which had a sizeable gay community. 
 The incident took place as the church displayed a table of literature on 
a street in Chorlton, near Manchester. Police took away examples of the 
church's literature for further investigation. 
 The next day an officer from the Hate Crimes Unit visited the home of 
church worker Julian Hurst, who was one of those handing out the Easter 
invite. The officer confirmed that following the police's examination of the 
literature, the church was free to continue distributing it since no laws had 
been broken.  
 Although the leaflet inviting people to an Easter service made no 
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Engage More With the Media 
 

ANDY DUNCAN the head of Channel 4 has said that Christians need to 
engage more with the media and keep up-to-date with new media tech-
nologies in order to further promote their cause. Mr Duncan who attends 
a Baptist church in Croydon, Surrey, also said that TV programmes about 
religion often did not have high audiences. Speaking at a seminar at the 
recent Baptist Assembly entitled ‗God and the Media—an Unholy Alliance‘, 
Mr Duncan used the example of the recent Channel 4 series ‗History of 
Christianity‘, which had around one million viewers per episode. He said 
that whiule that was a significant number of people, given that the pro-
gramme was aired in a peak time slot, Channel 4 could have easily at-
tracted a lot more viewers had a different programme been screened. 
 media-watch-uk director, John Beyer, welcomed Mr Duncan‘s invita-
tion to engage with the media, and Channel 4 in particular, but wondered 
what new opportunities were being offered. He said ‗In its history Channel 
4 has screened some of the worst material ever seen on British television 
and has been impervious to and defiant against any criticism of offensive 
and harmful programme content. At the present time Channel 4 is in real 
financial difficulty, a situation which it has largely brought on itself. Let us 
hope the expected drop of 15% in advertising revenue will make Channel 
4‘s Board of directors change their policy regarding their programmes.   Ω 

                                      

  

  

    

                                                       

  

Building a bridge between the church in Scotland and  

persecuted Christians across the globe 

Find out more or invite a speaker by 
contacting us at: 

 
BOX 9937, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 

HS1 9AA 
Tel 01851 700931, 

Email:steadfastglobal@btinternet.com 
or visit us online at: steadfastglobal.org 

[5]  The APC News  No 136  July/August 2009 

eousness was a gift to sinners from 
God. Luther need do no more – 
Christ had done it all. Salvation 
was by grace alone.  
 It was a liberating experience. 
He was a new man. And he had to 
tell the truth he had discovered.  
That was not difficult. The 
invention of the printing press 
made it much easier to publicise 
ideas. And the hostility of many 
church leaders added to public 
interest in such matters.  
 Before that time the Bible had 
been the preserve of the clergy; 
ordinary people did not read it. 
The invention of printing allowed 
Bibles to make their way into the 
churches. The ‗new ideas‘ 
encouraged a renewed interest in 
spiritual things, and it was not 
long before many people were 
making the same discovery as 
Luther had made.  
 Salvation by grace alone was an 
idea whose time had come.   
Luther‘s name was linked with it. 
‗Justification by grace alone 
through faith alone‘ was his 
trademark, and he promoted the 
idea widely. But it was not just one 
man‘s idea. People were finding it 
in the Bible, which they had not 
read before. It became obvious 
that the Holy Spirit was at work all 
over Europe. This became a mass 
movement. 
 

Forgotten differences 
  
It‘s not surprising that it provoked 
a reaction. The church is never 
perfect, and there were many 

clergy who wanted people to 
remain dependent on them. The 
movement was strongly opposed.  
 There is something in the 
human heart that dislikes being in 
debt to God – we prefer to think 
we have paid our way to heaven. 
The Pharisees were like that; so 
were many of Luther‘s contemp-
oraries. But that road leads to hell, 
for we all need God‘s forgiveness.   
 Some of the clergy had a 
different objection. ―What about 
good works?‖ they said. ―Surely 
Christ saves by making us better 
and then we do what God requires 
and he is pleased with us?‖   
No. People who ask those 
questions have forgotten an 
important difference. It is the 
difference between God accepting 
someone, and God making that 
person holy. Or, to put it another 
way, it is the difference between 
someone being entitled to heaven 
and someone being ready for 
heaven, between justification and 
sanctification.  
 Luther and others realised that 
God accepts a sinner without any 
conditions. God has accepted what 
Christ has done. He then accepts 
the sinner for Christ‘s sake, and 
declares him free from all guilt. 
We do not have to change for God 
to accept us. It is a once for all 
action on God‘s part.  
 But salvation is more than just 
God accepting someone freely. It 
includes being part of God‘s 
family, and that requires us to 
become holy, as he is holy. Once 
God accepts people he proceeds to 
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shape them into the image of his 
Son. He uses the Bible, prayer and 
the sacraments, and the person‘s 
life experiences. The Holy Spirit 
moulds them slowly. That is when 
we see good works beginning.   
To make the change a condition of 
acceptance is to put the cart before 
the horse. We cannot be sanctified 
before we are justified. 
 

Reflecting 
  
Luther came to this understanding 
when he realised what Christ had 
done, and what God‘s purpose was 
in all that. He saw that salvation 
was a gift. It is from God‘s grace 
alone.   
 We recognise Christ as the ‗Last 
Adam‘ [Romans 5:12-21] who 
represented his people at his 
crucifixion and now represents 
them in heaven. Just as we had no 
part in Adam‘s sin and the guilt 
humanity contracted, so we have 
no part in Christ‘s obedience, and 
the righteousness God confers on 
sinners for his sake. Salvation is by 
Christ alone.   
 That excludes any good thing a 
sinner may do. It also excludes the 
work done by the church. That was 
one reason many priests found the 
teaching hard to accept – it 
encouraged people to go direct to 
God rather than depend on them. 
There was and is no room for 
confession to a priest, repeated 
sacrifice of Christ‘s body, 
indulgences, penance, etc, as a 
means of gaining credit with God. 
The Church should declare God‘s 

Word but it cannot contribute to a 
sinner‘s acceptance.  
 Since salvation is a gift it comes 
to us through faith alone. We 
cannot earn it. It is an offer we 
simply accept. The gospel involves 
God offering Christ to us and 
commanding us to receive him.   
But it would be a mistake to think 
of this as a situation where we feel 
we have a right to choose and can 
keep God waiting. It is not like 
that.  
 If someone realises and accepts 
what Christ has done it has a 
profound effect. As well as 
gratitude for the gift of God they 
feel a sense of obligation to receive 
the Saviour he has given. They 
cannot think of doing otherwise. A 
glimpse of Christ as Saviour, and 
us as sinners, produces deep 
reverence and a total commitment. 
It moves us to do good works. 
 

Effects on spirituality 
  
It is deeply comforting. The fact 
that we do not earn salvation but 
receive it as a gift should bring 
unspeakable relief. Since it is from 
God‘s grace alone we should 
realise something of the love God 
has for us.   
 That is profoundly liberating. 
Anxiety about ‗making the grade‘ 
should be a thing of the past. A 
sense of freedom should follow the 
Bible‘s assurance that God accepts 
us when we receive Christ in 
faith.   
 It is also humbling. The more 
we realise the depth of God‘s love 
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Around 8am on Friday 19 June, the Harris congregation lost its one 
remaining elder, Norman MacDonald. It was the day before his 
50th Wedding Anniversary, after a long and often uncomfortable 
illness, having been hospitalised off and on since September 2008.  

Norman was a founding member of the Harris congregation and 
held the services almost every week for nearly 20 years.  Born in 
Stornoway on 21 May 1934, Norman‘s father, became a Missionary 
in the Free Presbyterian Church and moved to Harris.  

Norman was a policeman and rose to the rank of Inspector.  While 
serving in Arisaig, he professed faith in the Fort William 
congregation.  He also served in Easter Ross and Sutherland.  He 
was ordained an elder in 1989 and faithfully led the worship on 
Lord‘s Day mornings.  

Norman was a Western Isles Councillor representing the Obbe 
Ward in Harris from 1994 – 1999 and served on many committees 
including the Police Board.  He was connected with several 
community projects and was very involved in the development of 
any aspect of his beloved Harris.  Norman was unquestionably a 
leading figure in the island.  

His popularity with many was evidenced by the very many visitors 
which constantly called to see him when he was in Bethesda 
Hospice.  Norman was what we call a ‗people‘s person‘.  

He is survived by his wife, three sons and a daughter, along with 
grand-children, to whom he was very attached.  We extend to them 
all our sincerest sympathy and pray that they would all ‗know the 
God of their father‘.                                
                   GIM 

 

OBITUARY 
 

Norman MacDonald 
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LORD" (Psalm 31:24; see also 2 
Corinthians 3:12). 
 FROM BEING FILLED 
WITH THE SPIRIT - "They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak the word of 
God with boldness" (Acts 4:31). 
 FROM GOD'S PROMISE 
TO BE WITH YOU - "Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you 
go" (Joshua 1:9). 
 FROM KNOWING THAT 
THE ONE WITH YOU IS 
GREATER THAN THE 
ADVERSARY: -"Be strong and 
courageous . . . for the one with us 
is greater than the one with him. 
With him is only an arm of flesh, 
but with us is the LORD our God 
to help us and to fight our 

battles" (2 Chronicles 32:7). 
 FROM BEING SURE THAT 
GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER 
THE BATTLES - "Be strong, and 
let us show ourselves courageous 
for the sake of our people and for 
the cities of our God; and may the 
LORD do what is good in His 
sight" (2 Samuel 10:12). 
 THROUGH PRAYER - "On 
the day I called, You answered me; 
You made me bold with strength 
in my soul" (Psalm 138:3; see also 
Ephesians 6:19-20). 
 FROM THE EXAMPLE OF 
OTHERS - "Most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of God 
without fear" (Philippians 1:14). 
 
Longing to stand firm with you, 
       Pastor John 

What is Your Heaven Like? 
 

WHAT DO YOU LOOK forward to most in heaven? What will be the 
supreme joy of heaven? What will make heaven ‗two heavens‘ to you? 
Samuel Rutherford the great Scottish theologian, said that if one soul 
from Anwoth (the place where he ministered) would meet him at 
God‘s right hand, his heaven would be two heavens in Immanuel‘s 
land. What about you? 
  Joni Eareckson Tada, a paraplegic since 40 years tells us what 
her greatest desire in heaven is. One could well imagine someone 
who was so athletic in her youth and chair-bound for so long, might 
desire to be able to run and use her limbs, but that is not what she 
looked forward to most. She said her greatest desire was to ―offer 
praise that is pure‖. She said I ―will not be crippled by distractions, or 
disabled by insincerity. I won‘t be handicapped by a ho-hum half-
heartedness. My heart will join with yours and bubble over with 
effervescent adoration. We will finally be able to fellowship fully with 
the Father and the Son. For me, this will be the best part of heaven‖. 
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and realise that it is love for 
oneself, the more we will feel 
indebted to him. And we will 
appear smaller in our own eyes, 
for such grace shows a greatness 
that is incomparable.    
 And it is motivating. The blend 
of freedom, gratitude and 
admiration compel a response. It 
is what Isaiah said, “Here am I; 
send me.”    
 When we consider these things 
we realise how important the 
Bible‘s doctrines are. They are 
important because God has 
revealed them, of course. But they 
are also important because of the 
practical effect they have on a 
person‘s life. If we think we live in 
an age of stunted Christians the 
reason may be that we have paid 
too much attention to feelings, and 
too little to what God has told us in 
his Word. 

 

Lessons for us 
 

And that is the first lesson we 
learn. Do we want doctrine? Do we 
go where we hear it preached? Do 
we read good books? Do we ask 
the Lord to teach us? For if we do 
not understand his grace then we 
cannot expect to be mature 
Christians.  
 Have we ever asked the 
question, “What must I do to be 

saved?” Is being right with God 
our main concern?  It is those who 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness who will be filled.   
What is our hope? Is it the grace of 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ? If our hope is anything 
else, that is evidence we have not 
received the only Saviour of 
sinners, and are still ‗in Adam‘, on 
the road to hell.  
 Too many people have 
depended on their attachment to a 
certain denomination to get them 
to heaven – that can never 
happen.  
 Have we received Christ? Faith 
in Christ is receiving Christ. And 
when we receive Christ we are 
receiving the beginning of all the 
blessings God has promised to give 
his people. Christ will work, and 
make us like himself, ready for 
heaven.  
 Is our Christian profession 
corroborated by the way we live? A 
growing likeness to Christ is a sure 
result of saving faith. Persistent 
ungodliness would suggest we 
have never known him. “Let him 
who names the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity” [2 Timothy 
2:19]. “He who has begun a good 
work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus 
Christ” [Philippians 1:9].               Ω 

―GOD NEVER MEANT that the believer‘s confidence in His word should 
be a blind bigoted assumption of what is unproven, hiding behind 
ignorance, tradition or superstition. If the Bible be a divine book, it has 
nothing to fear from rational inquiry. Investigation will issue in 
vindication, and the more searching the investigation, the more 
triumphant the vindication‖.                                                             A T Pierson 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Psalm%2031.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/2%20Corinthians%203.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/2%20Corinthians%203.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Acts%204.31
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Joshua%201.9
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/2%20Chronicles%2032.7
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/2%20Samuel%2010.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Psalm%20138.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Ephesians%206.19-20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Philippians%201.14
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A 
 CURSORY comparison of 
the concerns of the Church 
today with the concerns of 

the New Testament church yields a 
significant difference. It is evident 
that the New Testament leaders 
were very concerned that the 
Church be protected from the 
insidious inroads of false teaching. 
 You catch this concern in a 
variety of ways. Paul insists, for 
example, that a Church leader be 
able to teach [1 Timothy 3:2] and 
is to hold firmly to the trustworthy 
message as it has been taught, so 
that he can encourage others by 
sound doctrine and refute those 
who oppose it [Titus 1:9].  
 Paul encourages the Thessa-
lonian Church to stand firm and 
hold to the teachings that were 
passed on to them [2 Thes 2:15]. 
The beloved Apostle John insists 
on doctrinal fidelity as one of the 
marks by which we can distinguish 
between authentic or spurious 
Christianity [1 John 5:1, 9-12].  
 But alas, within the Church of 
Christ doctrinal knowledge is at 
low ebb. It is probably impossible 
to identify a single thing that has 
led to this decline. The rise of the 
―no creed but Christ‖ Bible 
Churches has certainly made those 

who affirm the necessity of 
doctrinal knowledge somewhat 
squeamish. The fragmentation of 
Christ‘s body into a plethora of 
denominations does tempt us to 
forget our doctrinal differences 
and ‗just get along with each 
other‘.  
 Our culture, with its fast-food 
approach to life, expects quick 
dividends on small investments 
and insists on some basic 
principles that will help them cope 
with life. This tendency is reflected 
in Christian bookstores with its 
preponderance of ‗how to, self 
help‘ manuals over against studies 
on the attributes of God or the 
work of Christ. Pulpits reproduce 
this inclination with sermon series 
that give you six steps to a happy 
marriage or four principles for 
financial stability.  
 Why is it so important to be 
well versed in the doctrines of the 
Word of God? Why do the apostles 
insist on standing firm in the truth 
that the early Christians had 
learned? It has been said that you 
are what you think. That is 
particularly appropriate in relation 
to our relationship with God.  
 What we know of God‘s word 
affects how we relate to Him. This 

Cherishing our Confession 
and Catechisms 
 

By Revd John van Eyk, Tain/Fearn 
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C 
HRISTIAN COURAGE is 
the willingness to say and 
do the right thing regardless 

of the earthly cost, because God 
promises to help you and save you 
on account of Christ. An act takes 
courage if it will likely be painful. 
The pain may be physical, as in 
war and rescue operations. Or the 
pain may be mental as in 
confrontation and controversy. 
 Courage is indispensable for 
both spreading and preserving the 
truth of Christ. Jesus promised 
that spreading the gospel would 
meet resistance: "Then they will 
deliver you to tribulation, and will 
kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations because of My 
name" (Matthew 24:9). And Paul 
warned that, even in the church, 
faithfulness to the truth would be 
embattled: "I know that after my 
departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the 
flock; and from among your own 
selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after them" (Acts 20:29-
30; see also 2 Timothy 4:3-4). 
 Therefore, true evangelism and 
true teaching will take courage. 
Running from resistance in 
evangelism or teaching dishonors 
Christ. There is a kind of 

cowardice that tells only the truths 
that are safe to tell. Martin Luther 
put it like this: 
 If I profess with the loudest 
voice and clearest exposition every 
portion of the truth of God except 
precisely that little point which the 
world and the devil are at that 
moment attacking, I am not 
confessing Christ, however boldly I 
may be professing Christ. Where 
the battle rages, there the loyalty 
of the soldier is proved, and to be 
steady on all the battlefield besides 
is mere flight and disgrace if he 
flinches at that point. (Quoted in 
Parker T. Williamson, Standing 
Firm: Reclaiming Christian Faith 
in Times of Controversy 
[Springfield, PA: PLC 
Publications, 1996], p. 5) 
 Where then shall we get this 
courage? Consider these pointers. 
 FROM BEING FORGIVEN 
AND BEING RIGHTEOUS - 
"The wicked flee when no one 
pursues, but the righteous are bold 
as a lion" (Proverbs 28:1). "Seeing 
their faith, Jesus said to the 
paralytic, 'Take courage, son; your 
sins are forgiven'" (Matthew 9:2). 
 FROM TRUSTING GOD 
AND HOPING IN HIM - "Be 
strong and let your heart take 
courage, all you who hope in the 

Christian Courage 
 

In an age when Christian courage is very much needed, John Piper  
defines it for us, and tells us how we can obtain it. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Matthew%2024.9
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Acts%2020.29-30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Acts%2020.29-30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/2%20Timothy%204.3-4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Proverbs%2028.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Matthew%209.2
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GOD and WORSHIP 
 

G 
OD IS NOT a ‗thing‘, or some indefinable power or 
influence. He is not a principle or concept. He is not cosmic 
dust or atmospheric energy. Instead, He has all the essential 

characteristics of personality. Peter Moore goes so far as to say ‗The 
ultimate fact about the universe is a personal God‘.... 
  Strictly speaking, the Bible does not give us a definition of 
God. The nearest approach to anything like it is its teaching that 
God is spiritual, that He does not have a body, or any physical or 
material dimensions: “God is spirit, and His worshippers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” Elsewhere, the Bible uses language 
that could be taken to mean that God does have bodily parts—it 
speaks of “the finger of God”, “the mouth of the Lord” and “the eyes 
of the Lord”, while God tells Isaiah, “My own hand laid the 
foundations of the earth”, but these are obviously anthropomorp-
hisms, examples of the way in which God has chosen to reveal 
Himself through human language. As Bob Horn explains, ‗God has 
taken these features of our finite life which He sees can convey by 
analogy particular aspects of His person and work. To say “God is 
spirit”, is to say that He has none of the properties belonging to 
matter. He has no ‗parts‘; He is simple as opposed to complex, 
indivisible as well as invisible, and has no limitations of space or 
distance. 
  This has important practical implications. As God is spirit, 
“His worshippers must worship Him in spirit and in truth”. This 
tells us that worshipping God is not merely a matter of externals, 
such as fine architecture, beautiful music, ornate clothing or 
elaborate rituals. God is not impressed by what someone used to 
call ‗rites and robes, bells and smells‘. A religious performance is 
not the same as a spiritual experience. God speaks in scathing 
terms of those who “honour Me with their lips but their hearts are 
far from Me”, leading the American preacher Donald Grey 
Barnhouse to claim, ‗God hates the sanctimonious hallelujah more 
than He hates the godless curse‘. All hypocrisy is corrupt, but 
religious hypocrisy is contemptible. True worship takes place only 
when believing men and women approach God honestly, 
wholeheartedly and submissively.      

 

Compiled from John Blanchard‟s  ‗Does God Believe in Atheists‘ 
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is obviously the case with basic 
truths such as human sinfulness, 
God‘s holiness, and the 
redemption that is offered to us in 
Jesus Christ. Ignorance of these 
foundational truths will have a 
telling effect on our standing with 
God. What is true at the outset 
continues to be valid throughout 
our Christian lives.  
 Progress in love and obedience 
to our Lord usually parallels our 
growth in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus. Peter inextricably 
links those two when he writes, 
“Therefore, dear friends, since you 
already know this, be on your 
guard so that you may not be 
carried away by the error of 
lawless men and fall from your 
secure position. But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” [2 Peter 
3:17-18].  
 While not minimising the 
reality that some Christians live 
better than their theology and 
other Christians live worse than 
their theology, increase in 
knowledge goes hand-in-hand 
with increased effectiveness as a 
believer. Milk, the book of 
Hebrews‘ ‗elementary truths‘, is 
good for babies but a more 
substantial diet of biblical 
knowledge is necessary for us to 
mature as disciples of Christ.  
 This can easily be illustrated. A 
husband‘s faithfulness to the 
command to love his wife as Christ 
loves the Church will hinge on how 
well he knows the love of Christ for 
his people. The glory of Christ‘s 

incarnation, his substitutionary 
death on the cross, and the others 
facets of the doctrine of Christ will 
inform and direct a husband‘s love 
for his wife.  
 Similarly a father can get no 
better instruction and guidance as 
to how he should interact with his 
children than by learning what it 
means that God has adopted us 
into his family, that he is our 
heavenly Father, and that we have 
received the Spirit of adoption. 
 The Bible‘s teaching about the 
universal kingship of our Lord 
Jesus shapes the Christian‘s 
engagement in the arts or sciences 
or business. Understanding the 
biblical teaching on God‘s electing 
love will prove to be ballast to 
Christians thrown around by the 
struggles in the sea of life. If our 
thoughts are formed by what the 
Bible teaches about God‘s 
government of every creature and 
every action in the world we will 
be better able to rejoice in the Lord 
in all things.  
 The more we understand the 
teachings that have been passed 
on to us, the better equipped we 
are to live for God‘s glory. That is 
why Jude tells his readers to 
contend for the faith that was once 
for all entrusted to the saints and 
to build themselves up in their 
most holy faith [Jude 3, 19]. If we 
do not grow in our knowledge of 
what we are to believe concerning 
God and the duty he requires of us 
we, like a neglected building, will 
become derelict and exposed to 
the assaults of the flesh, the world, 



[10]  The APC News  No 136  July/August 2009 

and Satan.  
 How do we go about getting a 
handle on some of the cardinal 
truths of the Word of God, truths 
that were revealed for our 
blessing? It can seem like a 
daunting task. The Bible is, after 
all, a big book and its truths are 
not always neatly summarised and 
categorised for us. It is a 
mammoth task to research all the 
Bible says about marriage or work 
or vows or the Trinity or election. 
 Thankfully, as Presbyterians we 
have been bequeathed a glorious 
inheritance in the Confessions and 
Catechisms of the Church. The 
Confession of Faith was completed 
by the Westminster Assembly, a 
gathering of ministers from 
England and Scotland, in 1646. It 
has, under God, been a blessing to 
the Church as it has directed her 
theology and practice.  
 The Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms, both completed in 
1647, have provided helpful 
exposition to the Church for 
centuries both as to what we are to 
believe concerning our God and 
our Christian duties.  
 The usefulness of these 
documents has not diminished 
with age. The Shorter Catechism is 
probably the most accessible for 
families. Are you wondering what 
the Bible means when it says that 
we have been justified before God? 
The Shorter Catechism gives us a 
succinct answer in Q&A 33: 
‗Justification is an act of God‘s free 
grace, wherein he pardons all our 
sins, and accepts us as righteous in 

his sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to 
us, and received by faith alone.‘ 
 What can surpass, for brevity 
and clarity, the Catechism‘s 
definition of sin in Q&A 14: ‗Sin is 
any want of conformity unto, or 
transgression of, the law of God.‘ 
 It used to be that children were 
instructed in the Catechism and 
were challenged (or obligated) to 
memorise it. Sadly, the practice 
has fallen into disuse in many 
churches. Though memorisation of 
the Catechism is no substitute for 
vital faith in Jesus Christ it is a 
tremendous blessing for our 
children to have their thinking 
about God and their Christian 
duties shaped by the teachings of 
the Word of God.  
 B.B. Warfield, the great 
Princeton theologian of the 1900s, 
wrote: ―It is worthwhile to be a 
Shorter Catechism boy. They grow 
to be men. And better than that, 
they are exceedingly apt to grow to 
be men of God. So apt, that we 
cannot afford to have them miss 
the chance of it. “Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and even 
when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” ‖ How is that for an 
encouragement to families?  
 The well-known English 
Baptist C H Spurgeon commended 
Alexander Whyte, a Free Church of 
Scotland minister, for his 
commentary on the Shorter 
Catechism with these words, ―May 
your handbook do real service 
among your own countrymen. 
Alas, these degenerate lowlands 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT GIVES NO explicit command to ‗find God‘s 
will‘, nor can you find any particular instruction on how to go about 
finding God‘s will. There isn‘t a magic formula offered to Christians 
that will open some mysterious door of wonder, allowing us to get a 
glimpse of the mind of the Almighty. The reliance on special signs 
from God is the mark of an immature person—someone who cannot 
simply believe the truth as presented, but must have a special, 
miraculous sign as the symbol of authority from God. 
 It is no surprise that we desire to know the mind of God in our 
specific circumstancs. Every person craves wisdom, particularly divine 
wisdom in the great issues of his or her life. Every person on earth is 
looking for authority to guide him or her. That is why we talk through 
tough decisions with friends, colleagues, or parents. We seek 
assurance—someone to tell us that we are good people, making the 
right decisions. 
 Far too many Christians rely on faulty logic to divine the will of 
God. Not only is the logic of many Christians faulty, but their exegesis 
is terrible. Countless times I have heard people quote Proverbs 3:5-6 
as a basis for divining God‘s will “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” [KJV]. Many people 
read the word ‗direct‘ and assume that this verse means God will give 
them special direction in the everyday decisions of life. But the 
Hebrew word means to ‗go straight‘, so a sound exegesis reveals that if 
you trust God you will not go outside the bounds of what the book of 
Proverbs teaches. When it says that “he shall direct thy paths” it does 
not mean that God will offer you special revelation, but that he will 
make your track right because you are living your life in accordance 
with the words of Proverbs. Using a verse as a magic incantation does 
not mean that God is obliged to hand you the answer to your problem. 
This is simply not true to Christian experience. 
 Special revelation for guidance was not the normal apostolic 
experience. And at the time it was received (by Paul, by Philip, by 
Peter as he lay on his roof) it was not being sought. There is no 
place in the New Testament where we are taught to seek a special 
revelation, and the practise may actually lead to disobedience if it 
causes us to neglect the everyday opportunities that life brings us in 
order to wait for a special word from the Lord. 
        Bruce K Waltke in „‘Finding the Will of God‘ 

Looking for God’s Will? 
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are members in the Church of 
Scotland, regularly worshipped 
with us in the evening, as there is 
no evening service in the parish 
church. They are leaving 
Edinburgh to live in Fife. Howard 
often preached for us, which we all 
greatly enjoyed. Due to poor 
health Howard retired a year ago 
from being Chaplain at Herriot 
Watt University. We will miss 
them greatly. They were a great 
encouragement to us all, and were 
much loved and appreciated for 
their friendship, work and 
witness.   

One or more children are 
usually at the first half of the 
Sunday services. Sometimes they 
wait for the whole service. We 
were quite amazed last Sunday. 
After preaching on Wisdom, from 
Proverbs chapter 8, one of the 
primary school children put her 
hand up and when given the 
opportunity said ―I remember the 
story that Morag told us (a long 
time previously) about wisdom‖. 
Then in detail, repeated the story 
of Solomon asking for wisdom, 
and subsequently giving His wise 

ruling regarding the two 
prostitutes, who both claimed to 
be mother of the child that was 
still living. Needless to say there 
was sheer delight on the faces in 
the congregation. This was a great 
encouragement.   

Another great 
encouragement was in our private 
reading in course and the words of 
Christ as recorded in Mark 9:37 
―Whoever welcomes one of these 
little children in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome 
me but the one who sent me.” 

 The services are: Sun. 11.30 
and 5.00. Wed. 7.30; Thur., 10.30 
- Ladies Bible Study (which 
resumes in September). 
Transformers - Children‘s 
Christian Club - Friday 3.15 - 4.15 
during term time.  

My e-mail address is: 
jrossapc@googlemail.com  Should 
you hope to visit us, it is not a bad 
idea, to telephone before you 
come, just in case some local event 
has caused a change in the 
arrangements. We always enjoy 
visitors. O131 466 6247  

        JR    

WHEN THE SINNER IS HELD BACK from the gospel by a sense of 
unworthiness, his worthiness is the  implied ground of his coming to 
the gospel—his work—not Christ‘s. When the sinner longs for a deeper 
view of sin, and love to Christ, and forgets, that, when attained, he will 
have the same need as before of the blood and righteousness of Christ—
this is again to spiritual self in the place of Christ.  To such the Apostle 
would say—”Christ is become of no effect to you; you are fallen from 
grace. Having begun in the Spirit, are ye made perfect in the flesh”. 
                  Charles Bridges 
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know not ‗the Shorter Catechism‘, 
and this makes them all the 
shorter of grace and truth.‖  
All the shorter of grace and truth. 
That is not what we want to be as 
Christians in an increasingly 
hostile environment.  
 We want to be a Church that 
knows the doctrines of the Bible, 
not so we can hold our own in 
theological debates, much less so 
we can pride ourselves, in 
Corinthian fashion, on our 
knowledge.  No, we want to 

master the truth of God‘s word so 
we can know our God better in all 
his multi-facetted glory, love him 
more deeply because of his 
matchless kindness to us, and 
serve him more faithfully, pleasing 
him in every way.  
 May we cherish and employ the 
gifts of our Confession and 
Catechisms to stand firm and hold 
to the teachings that have been 
passed on to us so that we might 
share in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ [2 Thes 2:14-15].      Ω 

Pastoral Preaching 
 

WE MUST ALWAYS ASK OURSELVES whether we are interested in our 
personal advancement in the ministry or the people of God? Are we more 
interested in the homeless or in our own comfortable housing? Are we 
more interested in healing the blind or in having people see that we are 
brilliant? Are we more interested in delivering the lost or in saving our 
own skin? The power of the pulpit is not in oratory. It is in the man who 
walks with God and uses God‘s gifts to communicate the love of God in 
Jesus Christ to his congregation........ 
 The preacher then stands in a unique place. He stands before God with 
the responsibility to be absolutely faithful to His truth and the require-
ment to proclaim it passionately and persistently. At the same time he 
stands before his congregation with the responsibility to address their 
lives and needs with concern. He must “speak the truth in love”[Eph 4:15]. 
 How can he ever fulfil both of these demands? How can he be in his 
study and at the homes of his people? How can he mediate deeply on the 
Scriptures in solitude while meandering through the throngs of people 
who call for his aid? We cry out with Moses “Oh Lord please send someone 
else to do it” [Exod 4:13]. 
 Yet the Lord uses crooked sticks like Jonah to do His work. He uses 
thunderbolts like Peter. He uses the under-educated James and the super-
educated Paul. He uses the quiet John and the Zealous Simon. What He 
requires of all of us is that we be humble and submit to His will depending 
on His grace.  In the last analysis He expects us to be faithful; faithful to 
His truth and faithful to His people.  
          J Peter Vosteen in ‗Preaching‘, p416, 417 

mailto:jrossapc@googlemail.com
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Congregational News 

DUNDEE 
 
We have had encouragements and 
disappointments. One couple who 
had been coming for about 10 
weeks have moved house and left 
the area and have not come back 
since. We pray that God‘s Word 
which they heard will be blessed to 
them.  There are other newcomers 
whom we are pleased to see and 
welcome. 
 Mr Quinn has been in and out 
of hospital over the last two 
months and at the time of writing 
has been taken in once again. His 
heart keeps racing on and causes 
him a lot of problems. We pray 
that he will restored back to health 
and strength. We do find his 
prayers edifying and uplifting and 
trust that he will be back with us. 
 Our barbecue went well despite 
concerns about the weather. The 
whole week had wonderful 
sunshine but the forecast for the 
day of the barbecue was heavy rain 
and it looked like it but thankfully 
it never materialised.  It was nice 
to have additional friends join us 
that evening. There were some 
interesting and stimulating 
conversations! 
 We are really encouraged that 
the young boy of 14 years who had 
been coming for 4 years but left to 
go to the Baptists where there are 

many other young folk of his age, 
has come back to us. 
 We continue to pray for a deep 
work of God  in the hearts of us all. 
We are all in need of spiritual 
revival. We were  challenged 
recently when we heard that one 
congregation added a special 
warning at the foot of their 
website. It was a message 
addressed to potential newcomers. 
It read: ‗Please remember that 
each person in this congregation is 
a sinner‘!  
 We too would warn newcomers 
that everyone in the building is a 
sinner and that we regularly meet 
together to be spiritually healed 
through the gospel and the Word 
of God. We offer a glorious gospel 
to all and sundry while being 
sustained  ourselves by the grace 
and mercy of God. We long to be a 
forum of spiritual blessing to our 
community, exalting the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
EDINBURGH 
 
Many thanks to everyone who 
takes a sympathetic interest in the 
work we are trying to do here—this 
does encourage us and is deeply 
appreciated. 

The last week of term, a lot of 
children attended Transformers 
and some of the best arrived a bit 
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late and had to be turned away 
because of space. Although we 
could have seated everyone, we 
couldn‘t do the children‘s activity 
around three different tables and 
maintain order, especially on that 
day with the end of term 
approaching and the children 
excited.  Disruptive children can 
be a huge distraction and 
challenge, but over all the children 
are very good, although it is a 
constant matter for prayer. A 
quality Christian Book was given 
as a prize to all the children who 
came to the end of term meetings, 
including the ones who had to be 
turned away. Our aim in all the 
meetings is to sow God's word and 
we need to pray that it will spread 
to whole families. 

We are trying to get more 
helpers for Transformers and also 
for the shop. This would hopefully 
increase the quality of time spent 
with all who come. We need a 
larger proportion of volunteers to 
be committed Christians as we 
believe this will greatly strengthen 
the Christian witness we try to 
make. The more volunteers that 
can give a Christian angle on 
things the better. We are very 
grateful and humbled by the huge 
support from all volunteers. We 
never ever realised that the work 
would need so many volunteer 
hours. 

We hope to leaflet the whole 
area by September/October. 
Before every Transformer meeting, 
we normally try to deliver 
Transformer leaflets to the local 

school and a leaflet to the home of 
each child on our register. 

As intended, we changed the 
Transformers to every week during 
the school term and are greatly 
encouraged by the response of the 
children. It is a real challenge to 
see if we can keep this going every 
week during School Term, plus we 
may have to have two diets instead 
of the one which we thought would 
be sufficient. Needless to say, we 
hope to enjoy a good holiday for 
part of July. 

Likewise it is a challenge to see 
if we can keep the shop and 
friendship Café open three days a 
week, it used to be two days. A 
minister has to spend a large 
proportion of his time in "the word 
and prayer," but the shop is a form 
of gospel outreach, and that is 
why, as someone called to preach, 
I feel justified in being in the shop. 
The shop has helped us get a 
foothold and acceptance in the 
area that often amazes us. May 
God be given the praise. 

For the longer term we are 
praying about whether or not we 
should be thinking of slightly 
larger premises or additional 
premises in this area. This one, 
although ideal in many ways, does 
sometimes feel very congested 
both as a shop and as a church.  It 
also lacks a proper facility for 
people to speak in private should 
they wish to do so. 

Jimmy MacKrell greatly 
appreciates people praying for his 
health as does his wife Marion. 
Howard and Eleanor Taylor, who 


