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A 
 MEMORIAL BENCH with 
a plaque has been put in a 
cemetery in Dundee with 

the inscription ‗Brandon Lee Muir, 
2 April 2006—16 March 2008. In 
death at least I am now free. And 
this bench is here for you to 
remember me‘. 
 Brandon was a 2-year old boy 
living in Dundee, who was brutally 
killed by his mother‘s violent  
boyfriend. His whole life was 
subject to brutality. Brandon died 
a slow painful death after suffering 
a catalogue of abuse at the hands 
of a drug-using boyfriend  of his 
prostitute mother. The toddler had 
been regularly beaten, suffering 
four cracked ribs and a fatal blow 
which burst his stomach. His 
mother had been cleared of killing 
him by failing to seek out medical 
attention for him. 
 What kind of boy would 
Brandon have turned out to be if 
he had survived the atrocities done 
to him? What chance did he have 
of turning out to be a loving caring 
responsible, young man? What 
chance of him being a strong 
Christian? Only the grace of God 
would have made Brandon a 
Christian boy.  
 ‗In death at least I am now free‘ 

EDITORIAL 
 
 

Our Children 
was how his guardians now saw 
his state. For those who believe 
that God saves all infants, whether 
of believers or unbelievers, 
Brandon is indeed free from the 
horrors of his short life and is safe 
in the arms of a loving heavenly 
father who chose him before the 
world began.  
 God does save infants of unbe-
lievers as of believers—just in the 
same way as He saves unbelieving 
adults, purely by grace alone. 
There are no preconditions. God 
comes uninvited. “I have been 
found by those who did not seek 
Me” [Rom 10:20]. 
 As in the case of every saved 
adult, infants are saved purely by 
the grace of God—nothing else. No 
one is saved because they did 
wonderful things. Everyone saved, 
is saved because of the grace and 
mercy of God. 
 Many parents today are truly 
worried about their children. Even 
the covenant people of God are 
very concerned about their 
children. Many Christian parents 
fear for their children and some 
are even afraid to have more 
children out of concern of how 
they will turn out.  
 It is clear from Scripture that 
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children are a heritage from the 
Lord. Children belong to God [Gen 
33:5 & Psa 127:3]. The man is 
blessed whose house is filled with 
children [Psa 127:5]. Children are 
therefore to be a blessing to us and 
not a worry. That was how it was 
meant to be. Yet Christian parents 
today face a disturbing exodus of 
their children from the Church to 
the world.  This ought not to be. 
 God promised covenant 
parents that  “They shall not 
labour in vain or bear children for 
calamity, for they shall be the 
offspring of the blessed of the 
Lord” [Isa 58:23]. That is a 
promise or it is not a promise. 
 So, when God has promised to 
bless our children—what has gone 
wrong? Has God failed us? Surely 
not! One of the great blessings of 
God‘s covenant is that we have the 
assurance that our children, if 
nurtured in the Lord, will be a 
blessing for us. The important 
thing is, ‗if nurtured in the Lord‘.  
 We ought to believe in God‘s 
promise to our children and not to 
bring them up in a ‗hit-or-miss‘ 
attitude regarding their salvation. 
Far too often, Christian parents 
bring up their children forgetting 
God‘s claim on the children, that 
they belong to Him. Christian 
parents need to realize that their 
children belong to God in the first 
place and they have been given the 
responsibility of bringing them up  
for Him.  
 Too many Christians forget a 
most important teaching of the 
Bible—God‘s promise of free grace 

to covenant children. Here is a 
vital principle: ‗The way we view 
our children, greatly affects the 
way we bring them up‘. If we see 
them only as sinners, and not as 
children of God, that will affect 
how and what we will teach them. 
 We need to remember that God 
can and does, implant His grace 
into an infant. God‘s grace 
requires no preconditions. It is the 
same with an infant as with a 
adult. Free grace—no conditions. 
God did so to David from the 
womb [Psa 22:10]. And to Samson, 
and Moses and Jeremiah. These 
OT saints were saved as we are, 
through the blood of Christ and by 
God‘s grace alone. 
 If we drum into our Christian 
children that they are great sinners 
without also telling them that 
they are ‗special‘ and of the seed of 
the righteous and that God has 
promised them eternal life, if they 
do not abandon the faith of 
their fathers, it is no wonder if 
they give up following the faith. 
David was taught he was a sinner 
from the womb [Psa 51:5], but he 
was also taught of God‘s covenant 
love and trusted in the Lord at his 
mother‘s breast [Psa 22:9].  
 What we are taught as children 
affects us for the rest of our lives. 
Teaching children God‘s Word, is 
God‘s appointed way of making 
saints and strengthening faith. 
Children believe what their 
parents teach them. The simple 
faith of a little child can develop—
if faithfully nurtured “of such is the 
kingdom of God” [Mar 10:14].    Ω 
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WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 
 
This is a revised and updated version of a tract originally written 
by Cameron  Fraser and published by the Blythswood Tract Society 
(now Blythswood Care). 
 
 ―You‘ve got to remember, we have more in common than we have 
dividing us.‖  
 I often hear that statement. One Hindu lady told me, ―Our 
religion is just the same as yours, except we‘re more traditional than 
you are.‖  And even as the threat of world terrorism continues to 
grow, religious and political leaders are quick to reassure us that the 
terrorists don‘t really represent Islam, which is a religion of peace, 
just as Christianity is. 
 Maybe they‘re right; but underlying these claims is often a belief 
that deep down all religions have more in common than they have 
differences. So why argue about our differences when we have so 
much in common? Isn‘t religion just humanity‘s search for God, and 
can‘t each of us make that search in the way that we find most 
meaningful? 
 Yes, it‘s true that religion is humanity‘s search for God. Because 
God made us to know and love him, we are all naturally religious-
even if we try to hide it. In the famous words of St. Augustine, ―You 
have made us for Yourself, O God, and our souls are restless till they 
find rest in You.‖ 
 But if religion in general is humanity‘s search for God, only the 
religion of the Bible (Christianity) is God‘s search for a lost 
humanity. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life” [John 3:16]. 
 What sets Christianity apart from other religions is the idea of 
grace, which means that we don‘t have to earn our way back to God, 
but only to receive his unconditional love and forgiveness freely 
offered to us in Jesus Christ. “But God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” [Romans 5:8]. 
 Don‘t you owe it to yourself to find out what this means for you? 
It makes all the difference in the world and it‘s far more important 
than what the religions of the world have in common. 
 
J. Cameron Fraser, Pastor, First Christian Reformed Church, 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 



[22]  The APC News  No 137  September/October 2009 

P 
EOPLE IN NORTH Korea are having a hard time of it.  The stories 
are not new in this part of the world.  Those that jumped out at me 
the most were always the troubling ones about how Christians had 

been beaten or maybe thrown in jail or even used in biological testing.  
They don‘t like passionate, faithful followers of Jesus Christ in North 
Korea it seems. 
 I heard that the police were playing the role of Christians and 
infiltrating underground prayer meetings so they could incriminate, 
arrest, imprison and even execute believers. Others had set up mock 
prayer-meetings to try and catch them out. 
 North Korea‘s government considers religion – and Christianity in 
particular – to be the primary threat to national security. They think it‘s a 
foreign religion, an attempt by the west to infiltrate the hearts and minds 
of their people. They think it‘ll bring down the government. That‘s what 
their intelligence is telling them.  It‘s a strange kind of intelligence. 
 One man pointed out, ―Things like possessing religious books, sharing 
one‘s faith with others or preaching cannot exist because they undermine 
the regime.‖ 
 It‘s an oppressive life, a suffocating, frightening and hopeless existence.  
I couldn‘t imagine having to meet in fear, closing the curtains, singing in 
silence, burying the few pages of God‘s Word that I possessed.  I couldn‘t 
imagine hiding my faith especially from my own kids - scared they might 
let it out.  One slip of the tongue and it would be the end. I‘m not at all 
surprised to hear that disillusionment sets in. This is an agonizingly bleak 
place and I was distraught just being there. 
 But what‘s great is that God is still God. Maybe it‘s too easy for me to 
say that.  I hope not but it doesn‘t make it any less true. God is still there. 
 And it seems now that all the strict surveillance and the compulsory 
allegiance to the system may have begun to backfire. It‘s not the first time 
that broken and burdened people have found themselves turning to the 
Lord. 
 When disillusion sets in, more people may turn to faith – the very thing 
the North Korean dictatorship fears the most. At least, that‘s what I‘m 
praying for.  As one former prisoner in a labour camp testified, ―It seemed 
like in my cell about ten people were believers. They kept praying…so I 
started to pray with them.‖ 
 For more on ministries to North Korea contact martin@asialink.org.uk 

North Korean Woes 
 

Martin  Dudgeon reports after a recent visit to North Korea 
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Don’t Miss this Visit of...... 
 

Dr SOOKHDEO 
  

of Barnabas Fund 
 

 
 

FRIDAY 27th NOVEMBER 
 

 

 

KINGSVIEW CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

 

Balnafettack Road, Inverness, IV3 8TF 

 

‘The Challenge of Islam 

to the Church’ 
 

2.30pm to 8.30pm 
 
 

£15 (Students £10) including Dinner 
 

 

 

Registration required—telephone for forms 
 

01463-716843 or 01463-223983 



[4]  The APC News  No 137  September/October 2009 

Joanna — a disciple 
of Jesus Christ 
 

By Wayne  Pearce 

―And it came to pass afterward, 
that he went throughout every 
city and village, preaching and 
shewing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God: and the twelve 
were with him, And certain 
women, which had been 
healed of evil spirits and 
infirmities, Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom went 
seven devils, And Joanna the 
wife of Chuza Herod's 
steward, and Susanna, and 
many others, which ministered 
unto him of their substance” 
[Luke  8:1-3]  
 

I 
 am often asked about the role 
of women in the church. While 
God‘s word is clear that 

women are not to hold 
authoritative office in the church 
as pastors or elders: “Let the 
woman learn in silence with all 
subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be 
in silence” [1 Tim 2:11-12], women 
nevertheless unquestionably have 
a vital role to play within the 
church.  
 We need only think of the 
invaluable work done by women 

missionaries both at home and 
overseas; we need only think of the 
countless women Sunday school 
teachers and youth workers up 
and down the land that impart 
knowledge to the young; we need 
only consider the numerous 
menial and thankless tasks 
undertaken by women within our 
congregations which go largely 
unrecognised by men but not by 
the Lord.  
 I want us to reflect in this brief 
article on the example of Joanna. 
This woman is a true follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. She gave of 
her time, energy and means to the 
Lord and His cause. In Joanna we 
have an excellent example of what 
it means to be a true disciple of 
Jesus Christ. Let us therefore 
emulate her selfless and Christ 
centred life to the glory of God.  
 

Joanna was a woman 
of some means 

 
She was “the wife of Chuza 
Herod's steward”. Chuza as 
steward of King Herod had a very 
prominent position in state and 
society. A steward was one who 
managed the king‘s household and 
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on water from the river, and because the water was not purified, sickness 
and even death could be the result. 
 Think of how much your life is affected by water. I do not mean the 
inconveniences of unwanted rain, not even the bursting of a pipe, but the 
kitchen in your home, the toilet, and even the bottled water from the 
store.  The Bible makes many references to the importance of water, and 
there are even references to bad men filling up the wells to cut off the 
water supply from needy people. One of the Bible stories worth reading 
again is the one about Jesus and the Samaritan woman who was at the 
well when Jesus came along.  He not only asked for a drink of water from 
the well, he engaged her in a conversation which eventually led to her 
becoming a Christian believer. He spoke to her about another kind of 
water, which comes, not from a man-made well, but from God who had 
come to save sinners and to give lasting satisfaction by the work of the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts.   
 The prophet Isaiah records the wonderful experience he had when 
God‘s anger was turned away from him, and he was able to joyfully draw 
water from the wells of salvation.  That provision is available to you by 
your trusting in Jesus for salvation. That must ever remain the foremost 
thrust of preaching.  Religious people, and even lukewarm professing 
Christians, may dangerously consider that they are advanced beyond the 
Gospel message and they would rather feed on profound theological 
dissertations.  
 In the present church culture, in too many places, there is an air of 
superior academia above the level of the ordinary listener. In what are 
called  ‗reformed circles‘, we need to be careful that we are not ‗blocking 
up the wells‘ to which thirsty souls need come to experience God.  In this 
year of remembering  John Calvin, it is appropriate that we remember that 
when Calvin preached, he preached as though he would save his hearers, 
but when he prayed, he prayed to his God in the full conviction that only 
God can save a soul.  John Calvin was an academic. He was also a preacher 
of the Gospel. The Preacher who was greater than Calvin or any other 
preacher, before or after, was Jesus Christ.  The common people heard 
him gladly. How beautifully simple was his preaching; yet divinely 
profound.                                                                                                                 Ω 

 

 

John G Paton’s Closing Words in His Autobiography 

 

―O that I had my life to begin again! I would consecrate it anew to 
Jesus in seeking the conversion of the remaining Cannibals on the 
New Hebrides. But since that may not be, may He help me to use every 
moment and every power still left in me to carry forward to the utmost 
that beloved work‖. 
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God? Are you ready to eat the food God provides for your soul?  You ‗treat‘ 
your body with nourishment and God makes it beneficial to you, but are 
you rejecting the work and word of Jesus Christ to save your soul?  The 
preacher  gives the ‗treatment‘ and God gives the ‗healing‘.  It pleases God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe.  Remember 
these wonderful words of Jesus who said, ‗I will come and heal him‘. 
 

Cracked Building—Fresh Gospel (Picture 3) 
 

Pastor Matandika preaches the Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
The church building is not a new one, the wall is cracked and the ground 
has moved away from the step-foundation. Yet, from this old structure the 
light shines out to sin-darkened surroundings.  
  Malawi is deeply influenced by Islam, which was there before David 
Livingstone arrived with the Christian Gospel.  The country is one of 
contrasts, both in religion and material wealth.  The government has 
strong Islamic influence, is able to advance that religion, and Muslim men 
are encouraged to marry girls with a Christian background, practice 
polygamy, and raise many children to follow Islam.  In the early hours of 
the morning, if you are not already awake, you may be wakened by the call 
to prayer at the local mosque.  These are being built every five to ten 
kilometres apart, so it will become increasingly difficult to avoid the 
Muslim reminder.  Young men can receive scholarships to study in Middle 
Eastern countries where they are immersed in the Islamic culture and they 
return to Malawi to reinforce the same in that part of Africa.   
 Threatening as all of that may be, there are some bright lights of God‘s 
grace in Jesus, shining  in the country.  One of the channels through which 
many Christians are instructed and encouraged, is Joy To The World 
Ministries.  Some Malawian Christians feel an obligation to other parts of 
the world for bringing the Gospel message to their land years ago. Now, 
they are spiritually on fire locally, and many having  a strong passion to 
take the Gospel message back to these countries again.  What an 
indictment on countries such as Britain! From the shores of the United 
Kingdom, missionaries went to almost all the corners of the earth with the 
message of salvation in Jesus Christ alone.  Now the British Isles stands in 
need of missionaries from other parts.  The answer to Britain‘s woes is not 
social or economic recovery, but a fresh discovery of the message of  God‘s 
mercy and grace through Jesus Christ, Saviour and Lord.    
 

Water from The Well  (Picture 4) 
 

Some people have water in plenty, but for the people of the Dzuwa village 
in Malawi, clean water is a  luxury which they have only recently come to 
experience.  Before they had the well, the people in the village depended 
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affairs. This was a very sought 
after role at the royal court. Chuza 
had the ear of the king. He 
guarded access to the king. He was 
therefore an influential and 
wealthy individual.  
 You will recall how Scotland‘s 
famous Stewart dynasty of 
monarchs got their name from the 
fact that they had once been 
stewards to the king. The first of 
the Stewart kings, Robert II was 
born of Walter, 6th High Steward 
of Scotland and Marjorie Bruce, 
daughter of Robert the Bruce. And 
thus it would not be out of place to 
suggest that Joanna was a lady of 
some social standing. While the 
Lord Jesus said: “It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God” 
[Mat 19:24], it is not impossible 
for nothing is impossible for God. 
 And there is a lesson here for 
the church in carrying out the 
Great Commission. The gospel is 
to be preached to every creature – 
to rich and poor, male and female, 
Jew and Gentile. Our work is to 
share the gospel and do good unto 
all in the understanding that God 
alone convicts, converts, calls and 
commissions for service in His 
kingdom. And we are reminded of 
this precious truth in the example 
of Joanna, whom Christ saved for 
a purpose; that she might love and 
serve Him.  
 As an aside it is worth noting 
that herein we are reminded of the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all 
believers. The church is one body 

but many members. Male and 
female, married and single alike 
are given gifts and graces to be 
utilised for the advancement, 
development and welfare of the 
church as a whole.  

 
Joanna is a recipient 

of God’s grace 
 
The very name Joanna which is 
the female equivalent of John 
actually means ‗God is gracious‘. 
This woman bears witness to the 
grace and goodness of God in 
Christ. Joanna can testify to and is 
living, loving proof of the reality of 
God‘s sovereign, special, saving 
grace.  
 We are told that the Lord Jesus 
healed her of “evil spirits and 
infirmities”. Joanna had been in 
bondage to Satan, sin and its dire 
consequences. She had been 
unable to help or heal herself. Her 
social standing, influence and 
wealth could not help her in this 
regard. She could not purchase her 
liberty. She could not buy spiritual 
health. She could not obtain 
salvation. 
 The best physicians in the land 
proved helpless and hopeless. 
Religious exercises and devotions 
and the intercession of priests and 
ministers had similarly proved 
ineffective and futile. Joanna was 
powerless and impotent, and 
unable to find relief or deliverance 
by herself or by anyone or 
anything else until she encount-
ered Jesus. Although in truth it 
was not so much that she found 
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Jesus but that He found her. He is 
the One who came to seek and 
save the lost. He is the Good 
Shepherd who came to gather His 
sheep as promised: “For thus saith 
the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, 
will both search my sheep, and 
seek them out. As a shepherd 
seeketh out his flock in the day 
that he is among his sheep that 
are scattered; so will I seek out 
my sheep, and will deliver them 
out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and 
dark day. ...I will seek that which 
was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and 
will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen 
that which was sick: but I will 
destroy the fat and the strong; I 
will feed them with judgment” 
[Ezek 34:11-12, 16]. Joanna was 
lost; Joanna was broken; Joanna 
was sick until the Lord Jesus 
healed her and gave her new life in 
Himself.  
 Joanna was healed in body, 
mind and spirit or soul. We are not 
told what her particular affliction 
was, however Jesus healed her and 
completely transformed her life. 
She is a new creature on account 
of the fact that she is a recipient of 
God‘s grace in Christ.  
 Let us understand that there is 
an abundance of grace to be had in 
and through the person and work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed 
God‘s saving grace is only to be 
had in Jesus Christ. He is the 
Great Physician who has healed 
her: ―When Jesus heard it, he 

saith unto them, They that are 
whole have no need of the 
physician , but they that are sick: 
I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance” 
[Mar.2:17]. Jesus Christ moreover 
is Joanna‘s Deliverer; He is 
Joanna‘s Liberator; He is Joanna‘s 
Saviour; He is Joanna‘s Lord – as 
we shall see. Joanna is now not 
only a follower of Jesus but she is a 
steward or servant of the Lord of 
lords and King of kings. While her 
husband enjoyed the privilege of 
serving King Herod; Joanna has 
the infinitely greater privilege in 
serving King Jesus. And this is 
true of every one of Christ‘s 
people. Here is a woman who is 
saved by grace alone though faith 
alone in Jesus Christ alone to the 
glory of God alone.  
 

Joanna’s commitment and 
devotion to Jesus 

 
Joanna‘s commitment and 
devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ 
is evidence that she is a recipient 
of saving grace. Here is a woman 
who knows Christ to be her 
Saviour and therefore follows Him 
as Lord. Joanna is a follower of 
Jesus Christ: ―the twelve were 
with him, And certain 
women”, one of whom was 
Joanna. Just as Immanuel is God 
with us; so His people are with 
Him – they follow Him by trusting 
and obeying Him; by looking to 
Him; by listening to Him; by 
leaning upon Him; and by learning 
from Him. This is what it means to 
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life‘s dangers and uncertainties. The wonderful news is that God has 
provided for our safe passage to the other side of death. I would not 
confidently assure you of a safe crossing to the other side of the river in 
that little boat, but without hesitation, I invite you to come with me to 
cross over beyond death to be with Jesus. Are you like the young man 
standing on the shore, only watching others set out on an uncertain 
journey.  Certainty of a safe arrival, and the blessed assurance of a divine 
welcome in Heaven, is yours in the offer of Jesus Christ. 
                                                                  
 
 

We treat & God Heals (Picture 2)   
 

God saves, and we are the saved – if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Is 
there some irreconcilable content in the infallible Word of God? If 
salvation comes from God, and is all by his grace, what possible human 
involvement can there be, apart from being the recipient of the blessing? 
On one occasion someone asked Spurgeon if he could reconcile God‘s 
Sovereignty and Man‘s Responsibility. To this Spurgeon allegedly replied 
that he need not reconcile friends. Both stand together without conflict in 
the Bible, so there is no need to reconcile them. 
In the Medical Clinic at the African Bible College in Lilongwe, Malawi, the 
words on the wall behind the Reception Desk read, ―We Treat & God 
Heals‖.   That encompasses the concepts of both human responsibility 
and divine sovereignty.  In every area of life, we are dependent on God. He 
it is who holds up the earth in its orbit, and maintains its balance on the 
axis so that we can live and breathe.  There are areas of life where we can 
only stand back and wonder as God works. It is not in our power to 
command the wind and the waves, nor to tell the sun and the moon to 
stand still. God spoke they did just that.  We cannot command the light of 
saving grace to shine into a human mind. That is the Divine Prerogative. 
We cannot speak the words of eternal life so as to bring souls alive and 
bestow on them life that will never end. That is God‘s gift.  What are we to 
do then?  It was said of  John Calvin that to hear him preach, you would 
think that he could convert the world, but when you heard him pray you 
realised that he knew that he could convert no one and that God alone can 
save.  The words from the Medical Clinic say it all.  God can heal, if he so 
chooses, without tablets or stitches, but he is pleased to provide the 
medicines and grant people the necessary skills to treat the problem.  God 
can keep you alive, if he so chooses, without your eating food, but he has 
made you to live by eating what he provides. But, even in that process, it is 
God who has so made and maintains your bodily functions that you 
benefit from what he gives.  What about your soul and your state before 
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The Tree  (Picture 1) 
 

E 
VERY PICTURE TELLS a story.  In fact, some pictures are more 
eloquent than words, their story more powerfully and graphically 
told.  David Livingstone is a name revered by many Christians in 

Malawi.  He had gone out from Scotland, and although his travels through 
Malawi comprised only a part of his epic journey, there lies south of the 
capitol, Lilongwe, a place called Blantyre, a name borrowed from the 
explorer‘s hometown in Scotland. 
 The large tree in the centre of the photograph is the tree at which he 
met the local chiefs, and it is also said to be a tree where he found shelter 
from time to time.  No doubt the Gospel message about Jesus and 
forgiveness of sin through his sacrificial death, was heard in the vicinity of 
that tree.  The hearers of that time have long since passed away through 
death, but the tree remains where it was then, still producing leaves, even 
in its old age.  So it is with the message of God‘s Word. A message for 
every generation.  You will hear no other message from God about sin and 
salvation.  As in the days of the Apostle Paul, and in the days of David 
Livingstone, there are today also false teachers – people who do preach 
the Crucified and Risen Christ as the only Saviour. The hearers of 
Livingstone‘s day have gone, and will give their account to God. What a 
reminder to us. Human lives come to an end, and it is important that you 
use your life wisely.  
 The tree is on the banks of the Shire River.  The boat is part of the ferry 
service available to cross over to the other side.  A larger boat, well-laden 
with people and bicycles had just left.  In that river there are crocodiles, so 
the journey across is not without danger. There are so many reminders of 

 

 MALAWI 
 

In July, our minister in Inverness, Calum MacInnes,  
went with his wife and some of his family to Malawi - the 
place where David Livingstone  the well-known Scottish 
missionary laboured.  The back page carries some of the 

pictures Calum took out there, and gives us a short 
account below of his visit 
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be a disciple of Jesus Christ. And 
this is how it ought to be for every 
believer. The apostle Paul writes: I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God” [Rom 12:1-2].  
 Joanna thus devoted herself 
(time and energy, gifts and graces) 
and her means (finances and 
resources) to support the cause of 
Christ and His gospel and 
kingdom: ―And Joanna the wife of 
Chuza Herod's steward, and 
Susanna, and many others, which 
ministered unto him of their 
substance”.  
 Here is a woman who has got 
her priorities right. Christ and His 
cause come first; He is not an 
afterthought. Here is a woman 
who loves the Lord and is 
prepared to spend and be spent for 
His sake. Can the same be said of 
us? Where is the same self-
sacrificial service that is 
epitomized in the ministry or 
service of Joanna and which has 
always characterized the church in 
her best days?  
 We are robbing God if we fail to 
give Him our first and our best: 
―Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings” [Mal 3:8]. Our 

ministering to Christ necessitates 
that we minister our gifts and 
graces to the body of Christ for the 
glory of God, for the advancement 
of the church, for the support of 
the ministry and for the relief of 
the poor and so on.  
 The word of God says: Honour 
the LORD with thy substance, and 
with the firstfruits of all thine 
increase: So shall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine” 
[Pro 3:9-10]. ―But this I say, He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully. Every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to 
make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work” 
[2 Cor 9:6-8].  
 Here is a wonderful paradox: 
the more that we give of our time, 
talents and finances to the Lord 
the more we receive from Him in 
return!  
 Joanna was committed to the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the good times and 
the bad times, through thick and 
thin. She was no fair-weather 
Christian. This woman followed 
Jesus all the way to Calvary and 
was to witness with her own eyes 
the passion and crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus. While the eleven 
disciples who would soon become 
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apostles had fled terror-stricken, 
traumatised and wholly 
demoralised and dejected from the 
scene Joanna and some other 
women remained to testify to the 
truth.  
 Moreover, in spite of the 
terrible circumstances, and the 
vehement and violent opposition 
Christ‘s followers might have 
expected, she was one of the 
women who went to the tomb with 
spices and perfumes to anoint the 
body of Jesus: ―And that day was 
the preparation, and the sabbath 
drew on. And the women also, 
which came with him from 
Galilee, followed after, and beheld 
the sepulchre, and how his body 
was laid. And they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments; 
and rested the sabbath day 
according to the commandment” 
 (Lk.23:54-56).   

 
Joanna’s faith is vindicated 

and rewarded 
 
Joanna‘s commitment and 
devotion to Jesus was truly 
vindicated and rewarded. Let us 
truly grasp that faithfulness results 
in fruitfulness and blessing in the 
here and now and forevermore. 
Joanna‘s faith was vindicated; it 

was not in vain and neither will 
ours be if we truly believe and 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 She was among the first to 
witness and bear witness to 
Christ‘s resurrection. (read and 
reflect on Luke 24:1-10). Let us 
follow her example by heeding the 
words of the apostle: And that he 
died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again” 
[2 Cor 5:15].  
 Let us worship, work and bear 
witness to the Good News which is 
ours in and through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Joanna is with her Lord. 
She is part of the church 
triumphant now and forevermore. 
She has heard the wonderful 
words of her Lord: Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord (Mt.25:23). It was 
her glorious privilege to know, love 
and serve Jesus in her earthly life 
but such was merely preparatory 
for glory. Where will you spend 
eternity? Will you be with Joanna 
and the rejoicing multitude in the 
presence of the Lord Jesus at His 
coming and glory?                          Ω 

APC AUTUMN YOUTH CAMP 
 

FRIDAY to MONDAY 16-18 OCTOBER  
 

Booking forms from Ross Macfarlane 
Tel 01349-862420    or  drm@uwclub.net 
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T 
HE  SCOTTISH Presbytery of the APC believes it 
has the opportunity to bring the gospel to people 
who do not have it, and to help others, by 

planting churches. This has already been done in a 
deprived part of Edinburgh, with a measure of success.  
 
 Some presbytery members are exploring further 
possibilities with a view to developing work elsewhere. 
Philip Ross, a Probationer for the ministry, has been 
appointed to take this forward over the next few 
months.   
 
 Any church plant will require financial support for a 
number of years. We believe there are people outside 
the APC interested in providing some funds, but the 
work will need the support of our own people.   
 
 Presbytery will give information from time to time 
about any developments. A Church Planting Fund has 
been established, and we appeal to you to help us gather 
funds for use in this work as well as praying for the 
Lord‘s guidance (Acts 16:6-10).  
 
 Donations should be sent to the General Treasurer, 
PO Box 2, Gairloch, IV21 2YA 

AN  APPEAL 
 

 

CHURCH PLANTING FUND  
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P 
RESBYTERY met on 4 
September. The morning 
was occupied with three 

papers, on the subjects of 
Improving Congregational Care, 
Church Planting, and Relating to 
Similar Denominations. Each gave 
rise to productive discussion and 
led to times of prayer in 
connection with those matters.   
 At the request of the Harris 
congregation it was arranged that 
a Call be organised to Rev Dr 
Wayne Pearce to be their minister. 
The congregation have not had a 
minister of their own for over 
twenty years, but have been very 
supportive of APC activities during 
that time.   
 Correspondence was read in 
connection with the controversy 
surrounding the 2009 General 
Assembly of the Church Scotland.   
 The Presbytery appointed a 
Day of Prayer for the Nation to be 
held in each congregation during 
the week beginning 6 December.  
 Rev Malcolm MacInnes 
notified the Presbytery of his 
intention to retire from the 
position of minister of the Inver-

ness congregation in May 2010.   
 A report was given on the 
summer youth camp. Members 
whose families had been involved 
thanked Rev Ross McFarlane for 
the quality of his own and his 
wife‘s contributions to it.   
 Presbytery noted that Rev 
Andrew Fraser‘s term of office as 
minister in the joint APC/Free 
Church congregation in Assynt 
was due to end soon. The Clerk 
had initiated discussions with the 
Free Church in connection with 
that.   
 For some time the Presbytery 
has considered how it might be 
able to provide for spiritually 
needy parts of the country. In spite 
of straitened financial circum-
stances this seems to be something 
the Lord would have us do.  
 A Church Planting Committee 
was set up which will explore and 
develop possibilities and report 
back to Presbytery.  
 A Church Planting Fund was 
established. Philip Ross was 
appointed to work for the 
Committee over the next few 
months.                                            Ω 

PRESBYTERY 
 

Reporting Back 

“So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved 
brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. I have sent him 

to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may 
encourage your hearts” [Eph 6:21,22] 
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“A new command I give unto you 
– that you love one another as I 
have loved you.”  
 

T 
hese were among Jesus‘ last 
words to his disciples before 
he was crucified. The Good 

Shepherd wants his people to 
show the same sort of care for each 
other that he showed for them.   
 God calls his people into 
fellowship with him and with his 
Son. That is a relationship of love. 
The relationship of his people to 
one another should reflect that as 
far as possible.   
 Christians make a mistake 
when they think the only 
relationship that counts is the one 
between themselves and God. The 
body of Christ is called to “build 
itself up” through the interaction 
of each part in love [Ephesians 
4:15-16]. 
 

Helpers of your Faith  
Part of Christ‘s care for his body is 
the provision of people who are 
qualified to help each other in a 
special way. The church in 
Jerusalem appointed men “full of 
the Holy Spirit” to provide for the 
needs of the poor. That, in turn, 
freed the apostles to concentrate 
on ―prayer and the Word‖.   
 Paul instructed Titus to appoint 
elders (supervisors) in every place. 

In Ephesians 4 they are referred to 
as some of God‘s gifts to build up 
the church. They are spoken of as 
being put in place by the Holy 
Spirit [Acts 20:28]. Peter exhorted 
them to “feed the flock of God”. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews says, 
“They watch for your souls” and 
adds, “Obey them”.   
 The care God‘s people show to 
each other is part of Christ‘s work. 
That should be an encouragement, 
and an incentive to do it. Leaders 
of congregations, including 
ministers, should take special note 
of that.  

Goals & Means 
Caring for others is an instinctive 
thing. But it helps if we think 
about what we aim to achieve.   
Personal godliness is basic. That is 
a Christian‘s personal relationship 
with God, and the development of 
a godly character. People can help 
one another in that, just as Jesus 
helped his disciples.  
 Christians need protection 
from error and disunity. Several 
Epistles make much of that. It 
needs Christ‘s care, so prayer is 
vital; and it comes through 
obedience to his Word, so solid 
teaching is a must.   
 God makes special mention of 
the gathering of his people in 
worship. The ―City of God‖ is more 
significant than scattered 

Caring for Congregations 
 

An abridged version of Archie McPhail‘s paper at and 
APC Strategy Meeting on 4 September 2009 
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believers. Jesus said, “Where two 
or three gather in my name there 
am I.”  
 Part of our care must be to 
work towards the conscious 
presence of God in corporate 
worship. Ministers and other 
worship leaders have a special 
responsibility for that, but it is for 
every believer to seek God‘s face.   
 After the married couple, the 
family is the basic social unit. It is 
also the place where children are 
brought up in the fear of God. Part 
of our care should be to promote 
family religion. The Bible speaks 
about “the church in their 
house” [Romans 16:5].   
 Churches should have a sense 
of unity and purpose [1 Thes 1:6-
8]. The purpose must come from 
the leading of the Spirit or the 
unity will not be there. It calls for 
initiative, a readiness to co-
operate, and wise leadership.   
 The ultimate goal (this side of 
heaven) is the growth of the body 
of Christ in love [1 Tim 1:5]. That 
runs counter to the individualism 
so common today. It calls for 
practical brotherly love that 
addresses both spiritual and 
material needs [1 John 3:16-18]. It 
is the opposite of a self centred or 
tight fisted spirit. That spirit is so 
common among the insecure and 
spiritually immature. A caring 
congregation shows an insecure 
world what the love of God is. 
 
Hindrances & Opportunities 

Some people are naturally strong, 
but there are some things that 

would demoralise almost anyone. 
 It may be a feeling of being 
neglected, division in a church, or 
a sense of failure. Then our hopes 
fade, and we make little effort; a 
blame culture takes the place of 
caring. But that is an opportunity 
to seek the grace of Christ. It is 
when we are weak that his power 
comes into its own.  
 The Church in Philadelphia had 
“little strength” but Christ 
promised it great things [Rev 3:8]. 
Strong churches have collapsed 
because they forgot this. Weak 
ones have done exploits when they 
believed Christ‘s promises and 
prayed for his help.  
 Lack of contact between 
pastors and people hinders proper 
care. So does lack of contact 
among the people themselves. 
Some churches are cliques – there 
is nothing for an incomer to be 
part of. They float like meteors 
among the planets, and the church 
does not notice when they leave. 
Sometimes that is because church 
members are more concerned 
about their social standing than 
they are about their identity as 
Christians [1 Cor 11:17-22].  
 Jesus said, “The poor you 
always have with you”; other 
people provide an opportunity to 
realise what we were in God‘s eyes, 
and have fellowship with Christ in 
his caring activity. Who do we 
identify with? And why?   
Lack of ability is another 
hindrance. Many people lack 
experience of life. Others do not 
have the skills needed to get on 
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powerful agent in the world for 
transforming people for the better, 
even the most unlikely candidates. 
 It is the very ―power of God‖ for 
salvation to everyone who 
believes. Cammie freely admits he 
is far from perfect and he struggles 
with temptation, but Jesus helps 
him to say no! The gospel has 
transformed Cammie and millions 
of others and it can transform you. 
Cammie said if he was 
offered Duncan Bannantine’s 
£300 million or Christ he 
would choose Christ. 
Genuine Christians the world 
over would say, amen.       JR   
      Very sadly Jimmy MacKrell 
passed away on the 24th of August 
we believe it is ―far better‖ for 
Jimmy now than it ever was in this 
life. He was a larger than life 
character but in the words of his 
wife Marion, ―James gave his heart 
to Christ at thirteen years of age. 
One of those taking part in the 
funeral service in the Apostolic 
church said I believe the following 
can be said about James as it can 
be said about any believer: 
      ―Thank you Jesus, Thank you 
Jesus, 
      Thank you Lord for loving 
James. 
      You went to Calvary, there you 
died for James 
      Thank you Lord for loving 
James.  
      You rose up from the grave, To 
James new life you gave 
      Thank you Lord for loving 
James. 
      Your coming back again, And 

we with you shall reign, 
      Thank you Lord for loving 
James.‖  
      James thought he was going to 
be healed but with typical humour 
woud say, ―If I‘m not healed I‘ll go 
straight to glory, so I‘ll win either 
way.‖ In spite of all life‘s set backs 
he had, ―Blessed assurance.‖ 
James could talk to anyone 
children or adults and no rank or 
class would silence him. He wasn‘t 
slow to tell people what he 
believed and invite them to 
church.  
 He had a heart for the 
Burdiehouse /Southhouse 
Community to be brought to 
Christ. This  was a real 
encouragement to us. In his last 
weeks he made a great effort to get 
many things in order for his wife 
and family should he be taken 
away. He is survived by his wife 
Marion, his son Colin and his 
daughter Alison and seven grand 
children. May James‘ God be their 
God, just as He is Marion‘s God. 
      Many thanks to all who very 
graciously support us and the work 
here, whether by prayer or 
material giving or both. May God 
be glorified. Pray especially for a 
growing contact with teenagers 
that would be a meaningful 
witness and for ―simple events‖ 
aimed at different age groups that 
would be a gateway for the gospel. 
      Like millions of others we can 
say: “Hitherto has the Lord helped 
us. So henceforth we will not go 
back. All of this is by God’s 
grace.”                               JR           Ω 
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But this was just a vain conceit of 
youth; for lust, when fed, cannot 
be sated but will cry for more, and 
happily you put up with its 
cravings, while the righteous 
words you thought were so 
important fly like birds and are 
forgotten. …………….The only 
certain hope and defence against 
eternal disillusionment is wisdom, 
gained from knowing God. 
…………..Do not suppose that you 
will find what you are seeking if 
you go to every worldly sage or 
every book that‘s ever written. You 
can look and look among those 
dreary tomes to find some sure 
and lasting meaning, something 
sound, secure and satisfying. But 
you‘ll only wear away your brain. 
You won‘t find anywhere but in the 
Lord the meaning that you seek. 
 ―So hear me out my son, and I 
will speak this one last thing: You 
want to know the way to have a 
full and happy life. I say to you 
that life is only in the Lord. You‘re 
searching everywhere to find some 
word of truth to set your mind at 
ease. What you are looking for is 
God. You‘re hoping to discover life 
in all its wonder and its joy and 
satisfaction.  
 ―Understand what I am saying: 
When you know and fear the Lord 
you find that life, and not just here 
and now, but for eternity. And he 
is patient. He will wait, believe you 
me, for you to seek him out. So do. 
Begin at once to get to know the 
Lord. For in the end, his judgment 
seat awaits us all, and only those 
who fear him will not fall.‖   

      Tract for week beginning 30th   
August.        
 On 30th August, at the joint 
service with neighbouring 
churches, we had the memorable 
experience of again listening to 
Cammie Mackenzie. He had a 
Godless, horrible, shameful, 
violent, vicious, drunken, druggy, 
and couldn‘t care less and utterly 
despicable past. Then his, ―simple 
conversion to Christianity;‖ no 
―blinding flash,‖ no ―heavenly 
music‖ just the utter sensibleness 
of the gospel.  
       From convict to convert; from 
Godless to Godly; from fornicater 
to faithful husband; from violent 
aggressor to compassionate carer; 
from attempted murder to 
rescuing street children; from drug 
dealer to living clean; from 
fraudster to honest living; from 
self loathing to self respect; from 
drug pusher to helping to rescue 
drug addicts; from hell deserving 
to an entitlement to heaven; from 
amazing sinner to amazing grace; 
from “Bammie Cammie” to 
prized pastor; from no future to 
eternal life; from 27 years in 
Satan‘s kingdom to 22 years in 
God‘s kingdom; from 15 minute 
relationships to life long 
commitment to wife and family; 
from arrogant selfish waster to 
humble useful servant; from 
shameless sinner to humble saint 
and the list could go on.   
      How can anyone say, ―The 
gospel does not work‖ or the 
gospel is not relevant for today. It 
is and always will be the most 
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with one another. Some have little 
spiritual experience, and cannot 
give the help that Christians need. 
 There are churches where the 
Bible is hardly known. Many 
overseers of churches would love 
to have resources to give to their 
people, but they do not know of 
them or are unable to get them. 
Again, this is a situation where we 
must ask for Christ‘s help. If he 
used the five loaves and two small 
fish what can he not do? “O ye of 
little faith.” 
 

Methods & Manners 
Carers are agents in Christ‘s hand. 
The main method we must use is 
prayer. He is going to accomplish 
it – not us.   
 The Word of God is what Christ 
uses. It is God speaking. What a 
comfort that can be! And what 
rebukes he can give! How helpful 
is its correction! Paul instructed 
Timothy to commit the revelation 
of Christ to “faithful men who will 
teach others also” [2 Timothy 2:2]. 
That is what overseers (and others 
of God‘s people) use to instruct, 
exhort and rebuke, i.e. to build up 
in godliness [2 Tim 3:15-17). The 
Bible is our authority, and we have 
no authority to say anything but 
what it says.  
 Instructions are often driven 
home by example. What we see 
confirms (or contradicts) what we 
hear. It is important for 
Christians, especially overseers of 
churches, to be “an example to the 
believers” [1 Tim 4:12).   
 Whether we are in an official 

leadership position or are 
recognised as experienced 
Christians it is important that our 
spirit is that of the Master. He did 
not seek his own honour, but the 
honour of the Father who sent 
him. He took responsibility for his 
people, to the extent of suffering 
on the cross for them. He taught 
them the things of the kingdom, 
prayed for them, and gave them an 
example of how to relate to one 
another.   
 Peter‘s writings show how he 
fed Christ‘s sheep and lambs. The 
Epistles of Paul to the churches in 
Corinth and Thessalonica show 
how he dealt with immature 
Christians. He was “gentle” with 
them, though that sometimes 
resulted in being misjudged as a 
weakling. He gave up his rights so 
that his influence would not be 
hindered. He could also be very 
firm indeed, when they were going 
astray. He devoted himself wholly 
to teaching and praying for them.   
 In all these things Paul 
demonstrated the spirit of the 
Master who could say, “My meat is 
to do the will of him who sent me 
and to finish his work.” It was for 
Christ‘s sake he did it, and his goal 
was to present those people 
perfect at the last day.   
That is the task and the cross 
Christ gives to his people when he 
calls them to care for one another. 
It is their privilege to share it with 
him, and to receive his “well done” 
at the last day. “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for 
me?” [Isaiah 6:8].                          Ω 
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Congregational News 

DUNDEE 
 
With  the holiday season now 
ended we have planned to start a 
Christianity Explored course in 
October. We hope the whole 
congregation will attend as we all 
need to be reminded, as the Writer 
to the Hebrews put it, of the “first 
principles”  of our faith.   
 We also as a congregation, need 
to know how we can best make the  
best news in the world known to 
our various communities. We are 
of course aware, that evangelism is 
only one aspect of the work of the 
Church. Building up the saints. 
The shortage of elders and 
committed Christians who are able 
and willing to spend the time in 
assisting the church in its varied 
tasks make it necessary to try and 
increase our membership. 
 One of the highlights of the 
past weeks was the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Mary and Morris 
Lorne. Mary has been a loyal and 
regular supporter for well over 25 
years! She along with her brother 
John are the only ones who have 
signed the minister‘s call! In 
typical generous mode, Mary and 
Morris treated the whole 
congregation, yes the whole 
congregation, to dinner in a hotel 
in Broughty Ferry!! Mary and 
Morris—thank you so much for a 

most memorable and wonderful 
evening. May God richly bless you 
both and your family. 
 We are all getting ready for the 
annual Charity Sale for one week 
in October. This sale strengthens 
our funds and we are most grateful 
to all those who have taken their 
holidays and helped in any way to 
make the sale possible. Thanks too 
of course to all those who provided 
goods for the sale. 
 We look forward to joining with 
the Dundee Evangelical Christian 
Alliance on the evening of the 29 
November in a joint worship 
service in the newly furnished St 
Peter‘s Free Church building. This 
is the building where Robert 
Murray M‘Cheyne preached and 
nearly 1 million pounds have been 
spent on renewing and renovating 
the inside. 
 On the more spiritual side we 
have our quarterly communion at 
the end of September. We pray 
that the real presence of Jesus will 
be with us. We pray that we will all 
be strengthened in our faith and 
our love to the Lord will be 
increased.   
 The sermons on 1st Samuel on 
Sunday mornings are rather 
daunting but  are all part of God‘s 
Word written for our learning and 
must be  believed, studied ,and 
applied. 
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HARRIS 
 
Please pray for the Harris 
congregation at this time as they 
seek the best way forward.  The 
loss of their elder Norman 
Macdonald is a very serious blow 
to them, but, as we go to 
press, they are asking Presbytery 
for permission to call a 
minister.  This would be a real step 
of faith and we ask for your 
constant prayer in this connection. 
 
 
STORNOWAY 
 
Two members of long-standing in 
the congregation died during 
July.  Our prayer is “...that the 
children will be raised up in place 
of the parents” [Psa 45:16].  The 
congregation also lost two leaders 
in the Good News Club, which is 
run every Friday evening as a 
children's outreach event.   
 So far, this work is able to 
continue, but prayer is requested 
that helpers will be found to run 
this very popular and worthwhile 
venture. 
 The visiting ministers at the 
August Communion was Geoff 
Thomas from Wales and I D 
Campbell from Point Free 
Church.  Mr Campbell's sermons 
were particularly appreciated, not 
simply because they were 
outstanding, but in that he gave us 
two evenings out of his first week 
in his new charge in Point.  
 Incidentally, all the sermons 
during the communion can be 

downloaded for free at  
www.stornowayonlinesermons.org
.uk  
 
EDINBURGH 
 
An important part of our ministry 
here is giving out a different gospel 
tract each week in the shop. Most 
customers pleasantly accept the 
tract, a very few flatly refuse to 
accept and you would only 
antagonise them if you offered it 
on a second occasion.  
  Some accept with obvious 
cynicism and thankfully some with 
genuine gratitude. For twelve 
weeks of the year we have the well 
known monthly letter by Dave Joy 
which is quite unique very suitable 
and often brings an appreciative 
smile. Below are two samples of 
other tracts we have used recently. 
      Tract for week beginning 24th 
August is an extract from From T. 
M. Moore‘s paraphrase of 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 12 verses 
8,9,10,11(part),12&13. 
        ―Must I remind you, son, of 
what you know already, that as far 
as wisdom goes this Worship 
Leader has no peer? That I was 
looked upon by all and sought out 
by great kings near and far, who 
listened to my words and went 
back to their lands to do what they 
were taught by me? That I 
searched out and wrote three 
thousand proverbs? Do you doubt 
my wisdom, knowing what you 
know? I tried to have it all, the 
things that fueled my pride and 
satisfied my lust, along with truth. 
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