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EDITORIAL

Church 
Discipline

CHURCH DISCIPLINE is a 
forgotten practice which the Lord has 
appointed for the blessing and 
keeping of His people. Even God’s 
covenant people need boundaries! 
Even a church planted by an Apostle 
is not immune from the influence of 
the culture surrounding it.
 In applying discipline to the 
Corinthian church, the Apostle Paul 
uses the illustration of leaven 
spreading through the whole lump. 
He says “a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump” [2 Cor 5:6], meaning 
that unless this sin was dealt with 
immediately, the whole church would 
become affected. Leaven as evil 
spreading, seems to have been a 
popular illustration with Paul and he 
already used the term in dealing with 
the problem in Galatia - see [Gal 5:9].
 Sin spreads. Sin is contagious. It 
does not need nurturing - it has 
internal powers of its own for growth. 
We all carry the seed of it in our 
hearts. It is there in each one of us. 
Regeneration does not eliminate it.

 But sin can be contained and 
limited and even killed in some 
instances. Just as any disease can be 
cured and retarded by antibiotics, so 
the Lord has appointed means for the  
inhibiting and conquering of sin. 
 One of those means is church 
discipline. Today, church discipline is 
a largely forgotten practice. But many  
painful situations and experiences 
could be avoided if it was practiced 
properly. In fact failure to discipline, 
is perhaps the main reason why a 
denomination can gradually, over 
time, become compromisers with sin. 
A church can slowly accept a sin, 
until eventually it becomes no great 
sin at all and is perceived as 
something God permits among His 
covenant people. 

Familiarity and breeds tolerance. 
The more common a sin is, the less 
sinful it appears and the more accept-
able it becomes in that society.  But 
there is no such desensitivity with 
God. He is absolutely holy in Himself 
and is not subject to any mitigation of  
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sin. His mercy of course is constantly  
in exercise and even increases in 
accordance with our need of His 
sparing hand.
 Dealing with sin at its first 
emergence will prevent others from 
treating it with leniency and from 
joining in the practice of it. We all of 
course, sin in our hearts, but to give 
countenance to and the overt prac-
tice of it in our lives, is censurable. 
 Church discipline, like medicine, 
must be properly applied in order for  
it to bear fruit. Being a spiritual 
institution, the church must first 
ensure that the discipline is bathed 
in prayer and love. There must be no 
sense of joy that such a person is 
under discipline and justice has been 
done now that the person has been 
found out and dealt with.
 The whole object of discipline is 
the reclaiming and the ‘winning 
back’ of the offender. This is vital for 
blessing. When someone is 
disciplined, there ought to be real 
sadness of heart in the church and 
sincere and hopeful prayers for a 
speedy and genuine repentance. 
 Discipline is beneficial in that it 
ought to be a deterrent to make 
other believers more watchful 
against this sin. Paul said to Timothy  
“those who persist in sin, rebuke 
them in the presence of all, so that 
the rest may stand in fear” [1 
Tim 5:20].
 Discipline also is a means which 
God may use for the withholding of  
any judgment He could justly bring 

upon a church for its countenancing  
and approval of sin. Paul made it 
very plain to the Corinthians that 
God did not tolerate sin for ever, but  
would eventually visit with judgment 
“That is why many of you are weak 
and ill and some have died” [1 Cor 
11:30].
 Church discipline is for public 
sins - discipline is not for sins of the 
heart - else “who could stand” ? [Psa 
130:3]. Discipline is for sins that are 
clearly against the express com-
mandments of God. Matters of 
indifference, matters about which 
the Church down through the years 
have always regarded as breeches of 
God’s law, ought not to be subject to 
discipline.
 The Apostle Paul was clear that 
discipline had to be to be admini-
stered in the Corinthian church 
when there was a clear case of incest, 
“sexual immorality”. He ordered 
that he “who has done this thing be 
removed from among you” [1 Cor 
5:2]. The discipline is to be removed 
after repentance when the church 
should “turn to forgive and comfort 
him or he may be overwhelmed by 
excessive sorrow” [1 Cor 2:6-8].
 If discipline is not administered 
where there is real sin, a slow but 
real sapping of spiritual life will leak 
out of the Body of Christ. Such a 
possibility made the Apostle Paul 
seriously consider leaving Asia to 
come to Greece to deal with that type  
of crisis in the church there. Discipl-
ine is important.                                 �
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WITH THE QUR’AN as its 
constitution and as the keeper of the 
two holiest sites in Islam, Saudi 
Arabia has sought to restrict the 
spread of Christianity, yet reports 
are coming in that God is at work in 
this desert kingdom of 26 million 
people.
 The church in Saudi Arabia has 
largely been confined to foreigners 
(not locals). Unlike other countries 
in the Arabian peninsular, Saudi 
Arabia does not condone the the 
meeting together of non-Muslims 
for worship. Despite efforts to 
ensure that Saudis remain muslim, 
some Saudis are coming to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Lord and Saviour.
 Towards the end of Ramadan in 
August, a Saudi Christian baptised 
another Saudi Christian in the sea. 
A colleague wrote: ‘The presence of 
our Father was evident...and shouts 
of hallelujah were heard on that 
starlit night.’ 
 It is not easy for these Saudi 
Christians to meet together, so a 
group is forming in cyberspace. A 

handful of Saudis meet online with 
the express purpose of studying the 
Bible and fellowshipping with each 
other. Some want to meet face to 
face and publicly profess their faith 
in Christ through baptism.
 The work of God is not confined 
to men. A Saudi women has written 
songs and poems about her 
Christian faith and is publishing 
them on the internet as a bold 
witness.
   Arab World Ministries

ELEVEN IRANIAN Christians, 
who fled Iran in the wake of a 
government campaign against 
evangelical Christianity, in 
September received email threats 
from ‘the unknown soldiers of the 
Hidden Iman’ calling on them to 
either repent or face extra-judicial 
execution.
 The ‘unknown soldiers’ are 
alleged to have links with Iranian 
security services. The email warned 
the the recipients that, although 
they may have managed to flee Iran, 
they are not hidden from the ‘acute 
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eyes of the ‘unknown soldiers’, who 
claim they have been advancing to 
the heart of the ‘Zionist Regime’ over  
a number of years. The email 
concluded by offering the eleven 
Christians ‘the opportunity to repent 
and ask for forgiveness from the 
presence of the Hidden Iman  and 
the Great Allah...otherwise they must  
be killed’.  

   Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

JOB CENTRES IN the UK are 
referring thousands of claimants to a 
network of Christian food banks, it 
was reported in early September.
 Job centres in England and 
Wales have begun sending the the 
needy to over 70 food banks run by 
Christians charity Trussell Trust. It is 
the first time for decades that the 
government has enlisted the help of 
a charity to feed those hit by 
unemployment and high food prices. 
The Trust is to open another 60 food 
banks to cope with rising demand. 
They expect to feed up to 100,000 
people in this financial year. Narthex  
Sparkhill, based at St John’s Church 
in Sparkhill, Birmingham, say they 
have been overwhelmed with 
requests for food.
      Bible Society’s Newswatch

THE GENERAL MEDICAL 
Council (GMC) has decided to 
pursue the case against Dr Richard 
Scott, the Kent GP accused of 
sharing his faith in a consultation. As 

reported in the July 2011 ET, Dr 
Scott had allegedly shared his faith 
with the defendant at the end of a 
consultation, which prompted the 
patient’s mother to make a 
complaint.
 The result of her complaint in 
May this year was that the GMC 
threatened Dr Scott with a 
disciplinary hearing and an official 
warning to rest on his file, despite 
years of unblemished medical 
practice. However, according to the 
latest statement from the Christian 
Legal Centre (CLC), the complainant 
did not turn up to a hearing in 
September, showing ‘unconditional 
disinclination to attend’.
 This meant Dr Scott was unable 
to cross-examine the complainant on  
what was allegedly said between the 
two individuals in the consulting 
room. As a result Paul Diamond, 
standing counsel to the CLC, called 
for the case to be stayed on the 
grounds of an abuse of process.
 However, the GMC Investigatory 
Committee decided to press on with 
or without the witness. The case has 
now been adjourned so that attempts 
can be made to bring in the witness.
 A statement from the CLC read, 
‘It appears the GMC is determined to 
punish Dr Scott despite their being 
no witness and the complaint only 
being made after encouragement 
from the complainant’s mother.
 ‘An experienced GP has spent 48 
hours in an aborted disciplinary 
hearing in Manchester when he 
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could and should be helping his 
patients in Kent. if the GMC decides 
to proceed with the case, then Dr 
Scott will consider a judicial review 
of the actions of the GMC for the 
protection of all GPs in the UK.
        ET

“IF YOU KILL ME, I still will 
never stop. If you don’t like it, I am 
ready to go back to jail. Do not think 
I will leave my faith,because 
Christianity is my life.” Kurdish 
Pastor Jamal spoke these bold words 
on one of my many occasions when 
Iraq authorities arrested him and 
threatened him with punishment if 
he did not return to Islam. After 
becoming a Christian, Jamal was 
active in sharing his faith with 
Muslims and started a Kurdish 
church. On 14 July this year armed 
men broke into his house in Dehouk, 
Northern Iraq, claiming to be police 
and told him to come with them. At 
the time of writing nothing has been 
heard of him since. Pray that his 
kidnappers will repent and return 
Jamal to his family unharmed.
     Barnabas Fund

STILL REELING FROM last 
year’s epic floods, Pakistan is 
battling monsoon rains that started 
in early August and, as of mid-
September, had affected five million 
people and killed 200 mainly in the 
province of Sindh.
 Many were just recovering from 

lat year’s catastrophe. Hundreds of 
thousands of homes and millions of 
acres of crops have been swept away.
 Thousands are in emergency 
camps, where facilities are often 
desperately inadequate; many more 
are camped in appalling conditions 
by roadsides. They are in acute 
danger from diseases such as 
malaria, dysentery, and dengue 
fever, and millions of helpless 
children are threatened with 
diarrhoea.
 Amid all this chaos and anguish, 
Christians suffer most. Already very 
poor, the loss of their homes and 
livelihoods leaves them with no 
means of support or survival and 
they are all too often overlooked in 
the distribution of aid. Their most 
urgent need is for food, clean water, 
and hygiene.
     Barnabas Fund

NON-VIOLENT OFFENDERS in 
the southern Alabama town of Bay 
Minette will have a new choice: go to 
jail, or to church every Sunday for a 
year, it was reported in September. 
As part of ‘Operation Restore Our 
Community’, offenders will be 
allowed to choose a place of worship 
and check in weekly with the pastor 
and police, instead of paying a fine 
and serving jail time. If the one-year 
church attendance programme is 
completed, the offender’s case will be 
dismissed. So far 56 churches are 
participating.
          Religion Today



IN THE RECENT years, the global 
church, particularly here in the West 
has been plagued with subtle but 
radical shifts towards liberalism at 
an alarming rate.  Much of the 
western church today is no longer 
the buttress of truth, but proponent 
of pluralism.  
 Sadly, the advocates of these 
shifts are operating under the guise 
of semper reformanda (“always 
reforming”).  This is a phrase that is 
commonly heard among Protestant 
Christians whether conservative or 
liberal.  The conservative wing of the 
Protestant Church on one hand uses 
semper reformanda to encourage 
the Church towards a more biblical 
definition and application of what it 
means to be Reformed.  
 The liberal wing on the other 
hand, uses semper reformanda to 
encourage the Church towards a 
more ‘progressive’ definition of what 
it means to be Reformed mainly as a 
means of justifying their capitulation 
to the ‘spirit of the age.’  
 Historically, semper 
reformanda speaks of the exhort-

ation given us in Jude 3 “to contend 
for the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints.”  The essence of it simply 
stated is that the church always 
needs to be reformed (passive tense, 
not ‘reforming’) by the work of the 
Holy Spirit according to the Word of 
God which is unchanging and 
unchangeable.  The first use of this 
motto or phrase can be traced to a 
devotional entitled Beschouwingen 
van Zion (“Contemplations of Zion”) 
by a Dutch author named Jodocus 
van Lodenstein and published in 
1647.  
 Van Lodenstein was a significant 
figure with respect to Dutch 
Reformed pietism.  He and his 
colleagues in that era argued that 
even though the Reformation had 
reformed the doctrine of the church, 
the lives of the individual Christians 
as God’s people in the church always 
needed further reformation.  They 
were firmly committed to the 
Reformed doctrine as taught in the 
Reformed confessions and 
catechisms.  Their concern was 
therefore that these doctrines be 

APC News No 150                                Page 8            November/December 2011

Semper Reformanda – 
“Always Reformed”

The Most Misused Motto in the Church Today

by Rev. Fletcher Matandika



more faithfully and thoroughly 
taught and applied in the lives of 
God’s people (the church).  
 Ironically, Anna Case-Winters, a 
liberal theologian, makes the point 
that semper reformanda is ‘our 
misused motto.’  According to 
Winters, in the 16th Century, semper 
reformanda was used with neither 
conservative nor liberal 
connotations.  Rather, it was used to 
talk of radicalism (i.e. in the sense of 
returning to the root).  Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture alone) was 
therefore a direct result of this outcry  
for a return to the root.  
 The Reformation did not 
advocate change for its own sake.  
Rather, it condemned the Roman 
Catholic Church for accumulating 
and bringing into the church so 
many new doctrines and practices 
which were unprecedented in the 
history of the ancient or the New 
Testament church.  Thus the 
Reformation advocated for a return 
to the Root, a return to the 
Scriptures.  The full sentence goes 
like this in Latin, Ecclesia 
reformata, semper reformanda 
secundum verbum Dei translated in 
English as ‘The Reformed church, 
always being reformed according to 
the Word of God.’  
 For those of us who have been 
blessed by the Reformed heritage, we 
need to remember that true 
reformation is a monergistic work of 
God mediated through His Word by 

the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, in talking 
about the need to ‘always be 
reformed’, we must keep in mind the  
following:

1.. The Word of God is the 
primarily instrument of 
reformation:  True reformation 
begins with a return to the Word of 
God. It is not the ingenuity of man, 
but the power of the Word of God.  
We are to be transformed by the 
“renewing of our minds” [Romans 
12:2] by submitting ourselves in 
every way to the Word of God in 
which His “good and acceptable and 
perfect will” has been revealed to us.  
 This can only happen as we 
saturate our minds and our hearts 
with the Word of God and submit to 
what He says to us as His people (the 
Church). “I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual 
worship.  Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect” [Romans 
12:1-2].
  
2. God is the singular agent and 
initiator of true reformation:  
The church cannot reform itself.  The 
Lord God must do the work of 
reforming the church.  He does not 
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need any help.  He can and does 
whatever He does according to the 
counsel of His will.  He does not 
need to consult with us.  Neither 
does He seek or need our help even 
to change us.  He is the Sovereign 
Lord and He does whatever He 
pleases, whenever He pleases and 
with whomever He pleases and 
however He pleases.  Our response 
must be one of worship and 
adoration to Him and all His works. 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are His 
judgments and how inscrutable His 
ways!  “For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been 
His counselor?”  “Or who has given 
a gift to Him that he might be 
repaid?”  For from Him and through  
Him and to Him are all things.  To 
Him be glory forever.  Amen” 
[Romans 8:33-36].

3. Christianity is a historic 
Faith:  The Christian faith is not a 
novel religion whose future and 
relevance is dependent on the 
innovative gimmicks of the 21st 
Century men and women.  No!  
Christianity is rooted in history.  It is 
a “faith once for all delivered to the 
saints” [Jude 3].  It cannot be 
improved upon because it does not 
need any improvement.  
Times and places may change, but 
the Christian faith and its core 
doctrines, solidly rooted and 
anchored in the Word of God, will 

remain the same.  “Beloved, 
although I was eager to write to you  
about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered 
to the saints.  For certain people 
have crept in unnoticed who long 
ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who 
pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ”
[Jude 3-4].
 We need to pay close attention 
to the last phrase of this sentence:  
“The Reformed church, [being] 
reformed according to the Word 
of God.”    We must agree with van 
Lodenstein and the Reformers that it  
is the church that needs to be 
reformed according to the Word of 
God and not vice versa.  As sinful 
creatures, we constantly need to be 
reformed according to God’s Word.  
 The image of God in us which 
was marred by sin in the Fall must 
increasingly be restored by the work 
of the Holy Spirit according to the 
Word of God “until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of 
Christ” [Ephesians 4:13].  The 
church is created, sustained and 
reformed according to the Word of 
God through and through.  It cannot 
be the other way round.
 I conclude with following five 
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exhortations:  Firstly, we need to 
continually be reformed 
according to the Word of God.  
Our individual and corporate lives, 
our worship and especially our 
doctrine must be shaped by the 
Word of God for it is our doctrine 
which will ultimately shape our lives 
and worship.
 Secondly, we must 
therefore make sure by the 
grace of God that our doctrine 
is according to the Word of 
God.  The Word of God does not 
need to change.  We are the ones 
who need to be reformed; our 
church(es) need to be reformed; for 
the glory of God in Christ.  May the 
Lord grant that reformation 
according to His will and His Word.
 Thirdly, we must earnestly 
pray to God for growth “in the 
grace and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” “so that we 
may no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes” [2 Peter 3:18; 
Ephesians 4:14].
 Fourthly, we must strive to 
preserve and fortify the 
“ancient landmarks set up by 
our forefathers” [Proverbs 
22:28].  Instead of moving them, we 
must teach and defend the Word of 
God in all faithfulness and conviction 
and without shame regardless of the 
cost.  
 Fifthly, we must test the 

spirits to see if they are from 
God.  The world is pressing in on 
the church today and imposing its 
erroneous, ungodly and demonic 
doctrines on the church on one hand.  
On the other hand, there is a 
tendency in the church today to 
become more like the world.  We 
must firmly and courageously resist 
both in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and be wise.  John writes, “Beloved, 
do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world” [1 
John 4:1].   
 Ultimately our authority must be 
derived from, and our loyalty given 
to that which is the eternal Word of 
God which is above us, timely and 
unrestricted by geography.

Prayer for Grace

May the Lord grant the grace of 
repentance to us as individuals, to 
the church of Jesus Christ at large 
and her leadership that we might 
acknowledge our sins before Him in 
the areas where we have departed 
from His Word. May the Lord grant 
us the grace of restoration by the 
effectual power of His Holy Spirit 
and give us all the courage of 
convictions that we may build our 
lives and doctrine upon the One Sure  
Foundation, the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His Holy Word to the glory of 
God the Father! Through Jesus 
Christ, Amen!                                      �



INVERNESS
During the last two months at 
Kingsview we have continued our 
morning series on the Gospel of 
Mark, and in the evening on the life 
of Abraham. 
 The Gospel of Mark vividly 
portrays the fierce battle Christ 
fought during the course of his 
ministry. Though He faced hardened 
opposition from false teachers and 
demons, He silenced them all. He 
strengthened his disciples as He 
preached to Jews and Gentiles alike 
the coming of God’s kingdom. In 
these things we learn that our Lord is 
King and He reigns supremely over 
all who oppose him. 
 Abraham learned faithful 
obedience to the Lord. As such he is 
described in the New Testament as 
the father of us all who believe 
[Romans 4:11, 16]. We see in these 
chapters that the Lord remained 
steadfast in his love to Abraham even  
though Abraham wavered in his 
faith. Despite his sins against God, 
God kept His promises and 
Abraham’s confidence in him 
increased. 
 Having learned obedience he 
stood with surer confidence in the 

Lord towards the end of his life. His 
story is an encouragement for us all. 
 Abraham was a man who 
through faith and patience inherited 
God’s promises. Therefore the writer 
to the Hebrews says we are to imitate 
him [Hebrews 6:12]. As we learn to 
obey God so also we grow in 
assurance that he loves us [cf. 1 John 
2:3, 5, 3:18–19].

In October we were 
privileged to have a study led by Dr 
J.Alec Motyer. Dr Motyer is a highly 
respected commentator on the Bible, 
and he taught us from Acts 16 as to 
the importance of prayer. When the 
apostles went to Philippi they went 
to the place of prayer [v13], and 
when they left there was a church 
[v40]. Dr Motyer reminded us that 
prayer is vital for the life of the 
church. And so as the Christmas 
season approaches we pray that the 
Lord will continue His good work in 
our city and country. 
         John C. A. Ferguson

EDINBURGH
Please pray that the food bank, if by 
the time you read this, still hasn’t 
been opened, would be up and 
running very soon as times of 
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transition and preparation can be 
unsettling and frustrating for all who 
want to go forward.
 Pray also that we keep in touch 
as much as is reasonable with the 
various contacts we have made over 
the years. This is a great privilege but  
also a challenge.
 If all is well, on the 30th 
November 2011 it will be seven years 
since we officially started our 
ministry here. Please join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God. It 
has been fascinating and humbling: 
how doors have opened; how people 
have come; how friendships have 
been formed; how Christian 
fellowship has been extended to us; 
how smooth the road has been 
although difficulties have had to be 
overcome; how readers have 
supported this work; how people 
have read these updates; how 
accepted we have become in the local  
community, although sadly, we 
would be much more acceptable to 
some if we were not endeavouring to 
proclaim the gospel; how God has 
restrained troublemakers/vandals 
and others; how helpers have come 
alongside; how the gospel has been 
preached and taught week by week; 
how the presbytery has supported 
the work; how assessor elders, 
brother ministers and others have 
given of their time; then how 
Blythswood Care have partnered 
with us; how people from other 
churches also have a burden to do a 
work in this area; how younger 

ministers have come into the APC as 
well as into other denominations; 
and then how gospel work continues 
to grow around the world even if it 
doesn’t grow or some would say is in 
decline in Scotland and the UK.
 However it is worth 
remembering that, “The reports of 
the imminent death of Christianity, 
have been greatly exaggerated, down 
through the generations”. The 
Church of Christ will see all her 
enemies utterly defeated. In the 
meantime she is to plead with all 
people to be reconciled to God. Each 
believer remembering, that at one 
time they also were foolish and 
disobedient, but by the grace of God 
they are now different.
 We can certainly say, “Better is 
one day in your courts than a 
thousand elsewhere: I would rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of the 
wicked.” [Psa 84]. 
 Pray that what we have seen, 
(and it is wonderful in our eyes) 
would be as nothing in comparison 
with what we will yet see here, and 
may there be an even greater work 
still, where you are.  
      John Ross

STORNOWAY
The congregation has been 
encouraged with increased 
attendance recently and the addition 
of a family of five into membership.  
It is also encouraging to have two 



more precenters who ably assist in 
the leading of the praise.
 The winter programme of events is 
well under way with Fellowships, 
Psalmody Practices and Ladies’ 
Meetings and we are heartened by a 
new evangelistic event, similar to 
'Christianity Explored', which is run 
by members in the congregation. 
This is well attended by between 
25-30 people, with a good mixture of 
young and old and some with no 
church connection at all. 

DUNDEE
We give thanks to God for His 
faithfulness in helping us each week 
to proclaim the gospel to all who 
come to hear it. We thank Him also 
for the new people who are still 
coming and are a great help to us as 
well as to those who come regularly. 
 In the Lord’s Day evenings we 
are continuing our studies in First 
Corinthians and find the subjects 
Paul writes about (some which we 
would never choose ourselves) very 
challenging but also encouraging. 
Churches established by apostles 
were no different from churches 
today and face similar cultural and 
social pressures from outside. The 
principles of God’s Word stands sure 
and are relevant for all generations. 
 The Sunday School is held 
during the latter part of the morning 
and we are glad that some children 
connected with the congregation are 
able to come. We are grateful to the 
teachers for their diligence in 

preparing suitable material for the 
various age groups.
 At our Bible Studies we have 
gone through several chapters of the 
Confession of Faith and are now 
looking at the Lord’s Prayer.
 We had a wonderful time during 
our annual Charity Sale taking in 
£3,000! We are most indebted to all 
those who helped make this possible 
by giving of their time and energy. 
We were particularly encouraged 
that so many in the community 
asked us for prayer and a Muslim 
lady came and supplied us with 
pakoras for our lunches and on the 
last day asked us to pray for her as 
she was going to hospital for a big 
operation the next week. Each bag 
we gave out contained an invitation 
to come to worship with us and a few  
words of spiritual content.
 On Sunday 30 October we held 
our Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
when we brought tins of food and 
non-perishable items to church and 
gave thanks to God for the many 
blessings we receive day by day.
 On Sunday 13 November we 
held a Suffering Church Sunday 
when we focussed on the plight of 
our brothers and sisters who are 
suffering for their faith in Christ in 
other parts of the world. We thank 
God for their courage in not denying 
His name under extreme pressure. 
These dear people are like the 
Apostle Paul, who said “We are 
afflicted...but not crushed...perse-
cuted but not forsaken” .                  �
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PREACHING IS WARFARE. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
victorious and resurrected Saviour, 
batters Satan’s strongholds, 
extending His gracious rule through 
the preaching of His triumph on the 
cross. Satan does not capitulate and 
lay down his arms. He fights a fierce 
battle against the onslaught of the 
conquering Christ.
 Since this is spiritual warfare, 
Christians must be busy praying, 
confessing the battle is not ours, but  
the Lord’s—looking to Him for the 
climactic conquest when God will 
throw His archenemy into the lake 
of burning sulphur.
 Last time we reflected on how 
we should intercede for Christ’s 
ambassadors. We looked at the 
things we pray for ministers so that 
preaching becomes lethal against the 
gates of hell. This time I want to ask, 
what should we request for the 
listeners?
 Prayer for the preacher is only 
one half of the equation. A preacher 
can be diligent, preaching boldly and 

clearly, with love to Christ and his 
hearers, with fidelity to the truth, yet  
the gates of hell seem to stand firm. 
There must be prayer for the 
listeners as well.
 The poet of Psalm 119 was sure 
of this. Repeatedly, he says to God, 
‘Teach me, instruct me, give me 
understanding. To profit from the 
Word of God, read and preached, 
God must open my eyes to see 
wonderful things from his law 
[Psalm 119:18]. 

What shall we pray?
Firstly, we seek the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit so that 
God’s Word would be understood. 
Unlike The Complete Book of 
Tartan, the Bible is a Spiritual book. 
As the Spirit of Christ carried men 
along to write the Scripture, so the 
Holy Spirit must carry the Word and 
lodge it in the heart of God’s people. 
A book written by the Spirit, must 
also be interpreted by the Spirit. Paul  
writes in [1 Corinthians 2:14] “The 
man without the Spirit does not 

Listening and 
Prayer
by Revd John van Eyk, Tain



accept the things that come from the 
Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” 
 Do you remember Jesus’ 
conversation with His disciples after 
God raised Him from the dead? They  
failed to understand the significance 
of Jesus’ life and death even though 
it was written about in all the 
Scriptures. But then Christ opened 
their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures [Luke 
24:45]. Unbelievers do not 
understand the Word because Satan 
has blinded their minds [2 Cor 4:4]; 
believers need to be filled with the 
Spirit to understand the Word of 
God. How will the Spirit come unless 
God’s people pray for his presence 
and power?
 Secondly, we should pray that 
God’s Word would be our delight. 
We desperately need to see 
wonderful things in God’s law. The 
reading and preaching of God’s 
Word should grip us. It should fill us 
with astonishment and amazement. 
 The Bible is full of wonders; 
God’s brilliant plan of redemption 
that left nothing to chance, the 
Saviour’s willingness to become man 
to redeem sinners, the tender care of 
a heavenly Father, and the gracious 
work of the Holy Spirit are all heart 
thrilling truths. How can we be 
indifferent to these truths? How can 
we not be moved to worship and 
praise? We need to pray so that the 

wonders of God might become 
wonderful to us, compelling us to 
rejoice with inexpressible, glory-
filled joy.
 Thirdly, we must pray for 
holiness of life. Sin clouds our 
understanding. Like a smudged 
camera lens, it makes the Word 
indistinct. The Hebrew Christians 
needed to be taught the elementary 
truths of God’s word all over again 
because in their immaturity they 
could not distinguish good from evil 
[Hebrews 5:12-14]. 
 Nathan’s confrontation of David 
after David’s illicit affair with 
Bathsheba demonstrates this. The 
parallel between the rich man’s 
actions in Nathan’s parable and 
David’s dastardly deed was clear. 
David should have grasped it easily. 
But to one who was living in 
unconfessed and unrepentant sin it 
was out of reach. We need to ask God 
to search our hearts and rid us of all 
sin so that like newborn babies we 
may crave pure spiritual milk so that 
by it we may grow up in our 
salvation [1 Peter 2:1-2].
 Fourthly, we need to pray that 
we will be doers of the Word. If 
committing disobedience clouds our 
understanding, omitting obedience 
robs us of blessing. Blessings abound 
to the one who does what he has 
heard [James 1:25]. Our holiness is 
one of God’s designs in our 
redemption and if Satan’s attempts 
to thwart God’s purposes for His 
people are to be foiled, God must 
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come to fight. And He comes when 
his people pray.

Preaching is Warfare
Preaching is warfare. It is Christ’s 
invasion into terrain held by the 
Kingdom of darkness. Our chief 
battle strategy is prayer. Prayer, as 
John Piper reminds us, is not a 
domestic intercom, but a wartime 
walkie-talkie. Christians too often try  
to switch our walkie-talkie for an 
intercom in our houses–not to call in 
fire power for conflict with a mortal 

enemy, but to ask for more comforts 
in the home. 
 Prayer accesses army head-
quarters to advance the cause of the 
gospel against the forces of darkness. 
Let us first storm the throne room of 
grace for God to bless us by his Spirit  
in preaching and in listening. That is 
how the Kingdom of darkness will be 
destroyed and Christ acknowledged 
as Lord of all by all. “May God arise, 
and may his enemies be scattered; 
may his foes flee before him” [Psalm 
61:8].                                                     �

NOW IS THE TIME
to write to your MSPs!

The Scottish Government says it is ‘leaning towards’ 
REDEFINING MARRIAGE
(to introduce homosexual marriage)

and also the 
SECTARIAN BILL

(which may inhibit the free preaching of the gospel)

Contact: The Christian Institute 
who will give you all the details you require, including 
the name, address, email, telephone, etc of your MSP

Tel 0191 281 5664
info@christian.org.uk



ROBERT L DABNEY (1820-1898) 
was Professor in Union Seminary, 
Virginia, USA and reckoned to be 
‘the best teacher of theology in the 
United States, if not in the world’. In 
his treatise on ‘What is a Call to the 
Ministry’, he says ‘The church has 
always held that none should preach 
but those who are called of God’.
 He denies the continuation of 
the revelatory gifts and says the Holy  
Spirit ‘speaks to no rational adult 
now through any other medium than 
his word, applied by the gracious 
light to the understanding and 
conscience. To look for anything else 
from him is superstition’. Dabney 
defines a call to preach as ‘an 
expression of the divine will that a 
man should preach the gospel’. 
 But how does God now give a 
man that expression of his will? ‘We 
answer, he does it thus: by enlighten-
ing and influencing the man’s 
conscience and understanding and 
those of his Christian brethren, to 
understand the Bible truths and the 
circumstances and qualifications in 
himself which reasonably points out 

preaching as his work. The full and 
certain call to the ministry is uttered 
by the Holy Spirit, both to the 
candidate himself and to the church. 
The medium of its utterance is God’s 
dealing with the candidate and the 
principles of the written Scriptures’.
 Dabney goes on to explain some 
particulars. Surprisingly he does not 
lay much importance upon 
providences - obstacles and adverse 
providences could be ‘tests’ rather 
than an indication of God’s will. He 
cites the case of William Carey, 
‘without money, without patronage 
with the power of the East India 
Company so arrayed against the 
gospel that it was forbidden to all 
their ships even to carry a 
missionary across the ocean, might 
not he have plausibly concluded, 
according to this argument, that the 
‘“leadings of providence” to be 
against him?’
 Dabney also cites the Apostle 
Paul when he ‘met shipwrecks, 
scourgings, prisons, stoning, 
wanderings, neglect, poverty...that 
the “leadings of providence” clearly 
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The Call to Preach



indicated he was not called to a 
foreign mission!” But he argued no 
such thing; he knew better. He said, 
“None of these things move me; 
neither count I my life dear, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry and the ministry which 
I received from the Lord Jesus” ’.
 Dabney does however stipulate 
that there must be an aptness to 
teach in the young candidate. ‘Such 
disease or infirmity as would make it  
impossible to live and perform the 
duties of a minister efficiently is a 
clear indication that a man is not 
called’. Yet he puts a caveat ‘Let the 
reader consider how much a Calvin, 
a Brainerd, a Payson effected for 
Christ in spite of bodies bowed down 
by chronic disease.’ 
 Dabney uses the argument of 
‘supply and demand’ to persuade 
qualified young men to enter the 
ministry. Our Saviour uttered the 
principle “the harvest is plentiful but 
the labourers few”. ‘Where does God 
most need me?’ is the question every 
young man should consider. In 
speaking of the ‘terrible guilt because 
of this neglect of the claims of the 
pulpit’, Dabney says ‘that every 
young [Christian] man who can 
preach should weigh well whether it 
is not his duty’ to ask, Lord, is it I 
who am guilty of neglecting the call 
to minister.
 He adds ‘what young Christian, 
qualified to preach, who asks in the 
spirit of the true convert ‘Lord what 
wilt thou have me to do?’ can say in 

view of these facts, that God and his 
fellow men have more need for him 
at the bar, behind the counter, or in 
the physician’s calling, than in the 
pulpit? If he cannot, let him beware 
how he neglects the prayerful 
examination of the duty of preaching 
at the peril of the wrath of his 
Saviour. We hesitate not to say, that 
while all Christians, of course, are 
not to be preachers, and while none 
should preach whom God does not 
call, in such a time as ours every 
Christian, should conclude that the a 
priori presumption is in favour of his 
doing so until the contrary is 
evinced’.
 The common argument, ‘let me 
be a pious lawyer or physician...Thus 
I may do more good than even in a 
pulpit’ can be answered by replying, 
‘the direct and main work of the 
minister is to save souls; the direct 
and main work of all secular profes-
sions is to secure temporal good’. 
 Dabney finishes by saying ‘...the 
process is strictly reasonable, but it 
is also spiritual’. Only the Holy Spirit 
in the Word will convince the 
conscience ‘not through the medium 
of a voice, a vision, or an inspiration, 
but through the channels of the 
Christian’s own conscience, 
judgment and sanctified affections.’
 If you have been affected either 
negatively or positively by this read 
the whole treatise in ‘Discussions: 
Evangelical and Theological|2’ 
pp26-46, by Robert L Dabney, 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1967.           �
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‘GOD IS ALWAYS GOOD: 
CASSIDY'S STORY’ 
by J Cameron Fraser
and Sonya M Taekema

THIS BOOK WAS written by the 
mother of a fourteen year old girl 
who, along with the co- author, 
underwent a stem-cell transplant. 
However, the theme of the book is 
not about them, but about God, who 
is always good. The book does not in 
any way suggest that there will be 
healing for all or that things will turn 
out well in the end. But for God's 
people, to whom great and precious 
promises are made, there is great 
comfort in knowing that He cares 
and provides for His people.
 In the Introduction, Cameron 
tells of how in his upbringing in 
Scotland he learned the Shorter 
Catechism, and in Canada, where he 
learned the Heidelberg Catechism, 
the teaching there was a great help to 
him in coping with the experience 
and the theology of God during 
suffering. There is a very helpful 
'Medical Term Glossary' at the end 
which can be looked at readily as you  
read through the book.
 Part One is written by Cassidy's 

mother, Sonya, and tells of Cassidy's 
birth through to her receiving a stem 
cell transplant and the highs and 
lows of her illness. There were great 
expectations and disappointments 
yet 'Everything leading up to the 
transplant worked so smoothly that 
it was impossible not to see God's 
hand in it.' 
 Part Two tells of the more 
traumatic experiences of Cassidy and 
is the largest section of the book. 
This part is in a diary format with 
accounts of the various treatments 
and responses. There are specific 
prayer requests at the end of some 
days which reveal the greatest needs 
of the hour. The patience Cassidy 
exercised during a long period of 
bleedings and various doses of 
medicines with all the side effects is 
amazing. There were of course the 
times when she herself cried and felt 
she could take no more. She was 
living without eating food and with 
four tubes entering her body. When 
food was permitted, it started with 
only 10 milliliters of broth every 
hour! One aspect that comes through 
is how very small things were causes 
for great thankfulness to God. To 
hear that the enzyme abnormalities 

BOOK  REVIEW
by DCM



in Cassidy's liver was not a return of 
the dreaded 'graft versus host 
disease' was cause for singing 'But 
those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles' [Isa 40:31].  
This part finishes with Cassidy 
returning home after almost a year in 
hospital.
 Part Three gives an account of a 
relapse in health - pneumonia! More 
time in hospital praying and hoping. 
The whole experience has had its 
effect on Cassidy's mother, Sonya. 'As 
for me, I live and view life differently. 
I plan less, and wait more. I speak 
less and listen more. I judge less and 
try to love more. I'm calmer, less 
likely to react impulsively, more 
introspective. And this in large part 
due to very special people God has 
put in my life along the way.
 Cameron writes the Conclusion 
which contains a question and 
answer section in which Cassidy 
herself answers the 'big' spiritual 
questions of life, such as 'What has 
changed in how you view the world, 
your beliefs, your relationship with 
God?' 'Were you mad at God?' 'Do 
you believe God sent these trials to 

you?' Cameron gives a theological 
summary exposing the myth that it is 
Satan who sends pain and suffering 
and not God. That, of course, is the 
theme of the book - God is always 
good, even in trouble.
 This book had a sanctifying 
effect on me. It made me profoundly 
thankful for my health which is 
nothing less than a precious gift from 
God. It showed me how much we 
take for granted in the everyday 
details of life.              �
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GOD’S WILL
FAR TOO MANY Christians rely on faulty logic to divine the will of God. Their 
thinking goes like this:‘God has a plan, and therefore He intends that I find it.’ 
That is a non sequitur, a conclusion that cannot logically follow the premise. 
Simply because God has a plan, does not mean that He necessarily has any 
intention of sharing it with you; as a matter of fact the message of Job is in part 
that the Lord in His sovereignty may allow terrible things to happen to you and 
you may never know why.                   ‘Finding the Will of God’ - Bruce K. Waltke



DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Mobile 07792 545 243  
Email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk    Dens Road Church - 11 
Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually Wed 7pm 
(confirm on website). Treasurer: Mrs Isabella 
Scrimgeour, 15 Barry Downs Park, Barry Road, 
Carnoustie DD7 7SA. Tel 07966 594 711    
Communions: Last in March, June, September, 
December

EDINBURGH
Revd John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 
7AG    Tel 0131 466 6247   jrossapc@googlemail.com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am and 5pm and Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse Broadway, 
EH17 8AS.    All welcome

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Revd Dr John C A Ferguson, MA, MDiv
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983 
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 
11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm. Tel 01463 716843.
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, 
Tel 01463 231364. www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, 
September
Monthly Bible Study in Black Isle. For information 
phone Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm      Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR. Tel. 01863 766251. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
September.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 
8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 
4SE, Tel 01571 855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na 
Mara, Stoer, Sutherland Tel 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore 
Road, Oban  PA34 4PG, Tel  01631 566259 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, 
Tel 01520 722239.  Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Services meantime Inverasdale 10.30am (with 
Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: K 
MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 
01445 712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

Congregational Details



SKYE and HARRIS
Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort,Portree,Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel 01470 582421 
Email: wayne,pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, 
C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 4.45pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 
2nd, 4th Dunvegan
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, Bruach Taibh, 2 
Borve, Arnisort, Skye, IV51 9PS. Tel 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

Harris: Seilabost School - 12 noon and 6pm
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3HP Tel 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th September

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, BA
‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP,   
Tel 01851 703217, (Church 07733425498)
Email: gimacaskill@apcstornoway.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway 
HS1 2SS, Tel 01851 703796.  
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton Church 
10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 3rd, 
5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain 
IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11a.m, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN 
Tel 01847 892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316. 
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revd F Matandika, 203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, Canada. 
Tel/Fax +1-604-544-5040. 
Church Website: www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services: 

 Sunday School: 10am
 Morning Worship: 11am
 Evening Worship: 6.30pm

Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study: 7.30pm. 

-------------------

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd John van Eyk 

APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens
Tain, IV19 1NT

Tel 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr R W M MacKenzie,
APC General Treasurer

Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain
IV20 1TW           Tel 01862 871450 

Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798

Email: donandmargo@me.com 
_________

Our Scottish Charity No is:
SC 02313

APC  website address is:
www.apchurches.org


