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150 - Not Out!
Carine MacKenzie from the Inverness congregation has just had her 150th 
children’s book published by Christian Focus.  The title is 365 Great Bible 
Stories – the Good News of Jesus Christ from Genesis to Revelation. The 
above picture was taken at an event at Geanies House, headquarters of 

Christian Focus, where Carine is seen along with her daughter and editor, 
Catherine.  This event was to mark this significant milestone.
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WE LIVE IN A WORLD of truisms 
- some true, but some not true! Our 
generation lives in a culture of 
platitudes and cliches which people 
accept as ‘self-evident truth’. 
 ‘Whatever it takes to get ahead - 
go for it’ is a perfect example of a 
truism that is not wholesome as it 
may involve dishonesty. ‘Enjoy 
yourself - you are only young once’ is 
true - but is it wise counsel?
 Common and popular truisms 
influence our decision making, 
especially the young and the inexper-
ienced. Truisms are formed from our 
culture, from the ideals and values 
and gods of our culture. Truisms also 
address the needs of the soul, the 
longings of our hearts, even at a very 
young age. Truisms can mislead and 
carry weight if unexamined.
 While we believe that our future 
is partly determined by our attitude 
of mind and the convictions of our 
hearts, yet the truisms which the 
world have formed distort reality.  
The Disney character Rapunzel, has a 

poster which carries the message ‘The 
path to your destiny lies within the 
magic of your heart’! We might think 
this is harmless, but all these 
messages conveyed to us since our 
youngest years, and throughout our 
adult life, come from a secular culture 
and contain subtle falsehoods.
 How can we avoid being misled 
by the sayings and cliches of our day 
which seem to be good but aren’t? 
Answer: by listening to the sayings 
and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
 In the sermon on the mount, 
Jesus corrected the false teachings of 
His culture - and it was an ecclesiast-
ical culture at that! “You have heard 
that it has been said....But I say to 
you...”. Jesus was very much aware of 
the effects of the truisms of His day 
on the covenant people of God. They 
were destroying their faith and 
understanding of truth and reality.
 It is just because the world has its 
truisms and cliches, which are 
constantly set before us in the media, 
that it is vital for the Church to instill 
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into its youngest members the 
fundamental truths of God. Our 
young folk must know the truth and 
be able to counter the culture with 
solid biblical truth.
 Never has there been more time, 
energy and resources poured into 
our young people, yet our churches 
are empty of young folk! Even 
among our young there is a marked 
ignorance of solid biblical teaching. 
 In his book ‘The Great 
Evangelical Collapse’, Michael 
Spencer wrote: ‘We evangelicals 
have failed to pass on to our young 
people an orthodox form of faith that 
can take root and survive the secular 
onslaught. Ironically the millions of 
dollars we’ve spent on youth 
ministries, Christian music and 
media has produced a culture of 
young Christians who know next to 
nothing about their own faith except 
how they should feel about it.’
 The idea that a regular system of 
teaching doctrine, seems alien and 
foreign and even unnecessary to 
most people today - which is another 
sign of how much we have been 
conditioned by our culture. Regular 
teaching of the great truths of the 
Bible are essential for the future.
 We will be told that systematic 
teaching such as Catechising will not 
work in our culture - but this is not 
true. It works today for the Roman 
Catholics, Islam and the cults. In 
Kidderminster, Richard Baxter 
found the place ‘ignorant, immoral, 
irreligious’ yet he completely turned 

the place upside down so that 100 
years later, George Whitefield 
recorded ‘I was greatly refreshed to 
see what a sweet savour of good Mr 
Baxter’s doctrine, works and 
discipline remain to this day’! 
 It is said that ‘While some 
divines were wrangling about the 
divine right of Episcopacy or 
Presbytery or splitting hairs about 
reprobation or free will, Baxter was 
always visiting from house to house, 
and beseeching men, for Christ’s 
sake, to be reconciled to God’. There 
is no doubt Catechising when done 
properly, bears fruit for many 
years.
 “But I say to you”  was Jesus’ 
way of teaching divine truths to His 
followers. He also taught His 
disciples how to pray. The Lord’s 
Prayer has a simple format, easy to 
remember. In the Old Testament, 
God has provided the Ten Com-
mandments, which are simple “Thou  
shalt nots...” for the youngest child 
to memorise. 
 The Scriptures are full of 
directives to teach doctrine for the 
establishing of the faith. “Follow the 
pattern of sound words”, and 
“Preach the word”, “teach and urge 
these things”, and “if you put these 
things before the brothers, you will 
be...trained in the words of the faith 
and of the good doctrine” says Paul 
to Timothy the young preacher as he 
instructed him in his work of 
ministry. We need to remember 
these inspired words.                    � 
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A POSTAL SERVICE has 
apologised after refusing to deliver 
CD recordings of St Mark’s Gospel 
because it was deemed ‘offensive 
material.
 Several churches clubbed 
together to pay for the discs to be 
produced and delivered to all 
households on the Channel Island of  
Jersey. The recording was part of 
the ‘Switch On’ campaign, launched 
to celebrate the the 400th 
anniversary of the King James 
Bible.
 But church leaders were 
shocked to be told by postal workers 
that the 45,000 discs were not being 
sent out because they had been 
classified ‘offensive’.
 Volunteers have had to deliver 
the items by hand. The chief 
executive of Jersey Post has since 
apologised for the incident and 
blamed staff for misinterpreting 
guidelines.
 The Rev Liz Hunter, of St Helier 
Methodist Centre, said: Initially, 
Jersey Post seemed quite positive 
about helping us deliver the CDs.

 ‘But then a couple of weeks ago  
somebody from their marketing 
department phoned to say that they 
would be unable to deliver them on 
the grounds that they could be 
deemed offensive.
 ‘They said there were guidelines 
about mass material that is sent out 
across the island and that religious 
recordings could offend people’.
 Kevin Keen, chief executive of 
Jersey Post, said ‘I understand that 
one of my colleagues did say that 
the material was offensive. This 
decision was made on the basis of 
our terms and conditions, which 
state that we have the right to refuse  
to distribute something that falls 
under the category of ‘promotional 
material which could cause offense’.
Certainly this was interpreted the 
wrong way.
        The Daily Telegraph 9/9/11

‘HOLD ON TO your faith in Jesus, 
and we shall meet and never part 
again’. With these words Nigerian 
pastor James Musa Rike comforted 
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his wife as she lay dying from 
gunshot and machete wounds.Three 
of their five children were also killed 
in the same attack by Muslim 
extremists on Kurum village. Bauchi 
State, on 4 May. ‘See how your Jesus 
will save you!’ taunted the attackers 
to the couple’s 13-year old daughter 
Sum. With a severe machete wound 
to her abdomen, she told them that 
Jesus had already saved her and by 
killing her they were enabling her to 
be with Him. Pray for Pastor James 
and others bereaved in this incident. 
Pray also for the attackers that they 
will recall the testimony of Sum and 
seek to know her Saviour for 
themselves.
           Barnabas Fund

THE PRO-LIFE GROUP ‘Life’ has 
been appointed to a governmental 
panel to advise on sexual health in 
Britain, it was reported in late May.
 Historically, these advisory 
panels have neglected to achieve 
balance because they have only 
invited biased organisations with a 
pro-abortion agenda. This appoint-
ment provides the opportunity to 
make a real change to the misguided 
sexual health policy we have seen in 
recent years.
          Image News

CHURCH OF ENGLAND bishops 
had a ‘sympathetic hearing’ from 
coalition ministers in discussions 

over equality laws in mid-July. In 
several meetings, the prelates 
warned the government that 
religious freedom is threatened by 
the legislation, and asked for 
practical measures to protect 
religious rights in the workplace. 
Meanwhile Christian MP Gary 
Streeter has set up an enquiry into 
religious discrimination, to take 
place this autumn.
     Bible Society’s Newswatch

GPs ARE FREE to pray with their 
patients as long as they are receptive 
to the offer, it was reported in July.
 The Medical Defence Union’s 
new guidance quotes a senior figure 
at the General Council (GMC) saying 
that a ‘tactful’ offer to pray could be 
appropriate. The GP magazine Pulse 
reports that the GMC is standing by 
the comments from Jan O’Brien, 
Assistant Director at the GMC. In a 
letter she said: ‘Nothing in the 
GMC’s guidance, Personal Beliefs 
and Medical Practice, precludes 
doctors from praying with their 
patients.
     The Christian Institute

BARNABAS FUND are launching 
their annual appeal for prayer for the 
suffering church - this year in 
particular for Christians in South 
Asia. Every congregation is 
encouraged to set aside one Sunday 
during November to pray for our 

APC News No 149                                Page 6               September/October 2011



APC News No 149                                Page 7                September/October 2011

persecuted brothers and sisters. 
Militant communism, zealous 
nationalism and other world 
religions see Christianity as an 
enemy and a great threat. Below is a 
Prayer and a Poem/Prayer for those 
in prison from Barnabas Fund which 
we may find helpful.

Prayer for Suffering Church
‘Our Father in heaven,
Thank You that You are the Lord 
who provides, and that You meet all 
our needs, in ways that we often do 
not recognise.

We pray for all those who are 
suffering harassment, discrimination 
and persecution for their faith in 
You, O Lord. We pray that You will 
give them daily strength to endure 
their pain, wether it be physical, 
emotional or spiritual. Today, we 
think particularly of those who have 
been left homeless because of 
persecution and violence.. We pray 
that they will remain steadfast in 
their faith and seek Your face in their  
trials and that You will meet them in 
their time of need.

Lord jesus, help us to remember to 
give thanks for all that You have 
provided for us and to remember our  
responsibility to provide for other 
members of Your family.

We give thanks for Your faithful 
people in South Asia, who endure so 
many different forms of persecution 

from all sides. Thank You that 
Barnabas Fund is working to provide 
houses for Christians in that area, 
and we pray that You will give clear 
direction in how You want this work 
to be carried out.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen

Poem for those in prison
We pray for those in prison,
Shut up in their belief!
Great God of freedom grant that they
Will never lose their faith:
O send Your angels to them
To comfort their distress;
And may Your Holy Spirit’s love
Flood through their hearts to bless!

Raise up the shining vision
Of Jesus on the Cross,
No freedom then just blood and pain
And all seemed dark and lost;
But death’s dark prison opened
On Easter’s radiant morn,
So Christ the Lord stepped out to life
From death the great First-born!

So strengthen those in prison
Till they too shall be free,
No prison wall will bar the way
To their eternity
We pray for those in prison,
Shut up in their belief!
Great God of freedom grant that they
Will never lose their faith!
           Barnabas Fund



EVERY NOW AND again some 
new school of thought arises 
suggesting that the church has not 
quite got it right, and if only the new 
understanding would be adopted, 
then the Kingdom of God would 
begin to flourish. How should we 
react when this happens?
 First, we must remember, that 
one of the effects of sin on the 
human race is spiritual ‘blindness’. 
We are spiritually blind by nature.  
We need God to open our eyes and 
see things through ‘Spirit-anointed’ 
eyes.  This is never more true than 
when spiritual and eternal matters 
are being discussed.  
 The Bible tells us in Isaiah 45:15 
and Psalm 10:1 that God sometimes 
hides Himself, and His ways are not 
known, and His Word is deep. 
Therefore we should always be wary 
of new interpretations of Scripture 
that suddenly arise and contradict 
long-held understandings of the 
truth.  
 That, of course, does not mean 
that the true Church of Jesus Christ, 
has already cracked all there is to 
know from Holy Scripture or that we 
have articulated every doctrine 
perfectly. Jesus Himself told us that 
the Spirit would (future tense) guide 

us into all truth and teach us all 
things. God through His Holy Spirit 
will continue to teach His Church 
about Himself and about all truth. 
We can only know the truth through 
the Word and Spirit.
 Secondly, we need to remember, 
that as God Himself is unchangeable, 
so also is His Truth, His Law and His 
Gospel. Therefore let Christians be 
always stedfast holding the time-
honoured tenets of the faith unless 
there are good solid grounds agreed 
by a large consensus of the true 
Church on a change of view on the 
Word of God.
 Possibly the greatest 
contemporary problem Christianity 
has to contend with today, is the 
postmodern worldview which 
maintains that 'truth' is variable and 
subjective rather than absolute and 
objective. 
  The effect of this philosophy is 
that nothing is taken as absolute, 
final or fixed. Everything is fluid and 
changeable. How gullible are those 
who believe that there can be several 
truths!
 Because of the uncertainty 
regarding ‘What is truth?’, the 
Church throughout its history, has 
had to produce Creeds and 
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Confessions.  Creeds and Confess-
ions articulate what the Church 
understands the Bible to teach.  
 It is all very well to say that ‘all 
we need is the Bible’, but we must 
also ask: ‘What do we understand 
the Bible to teach?‘  The cults profess 
to use the Bible as the basis of their 
faith. Creeds and Confessions are not 
'inspired' or 'infallible' like the Bible, 
but they do help us in times of 
controversy.  When new theories 
arise which perplex Christians, we 
can turn to them to see how the 
Church from the beginning, thought 
about such issues.
 Problems and dangers of course 
can also arise from Creeds and 
Confessions. Mankind is prone to go 
to one extreme or the other, and 
some Christians, possibly without 
fully realising it, concentrate on 
Confessions rather than the Bible 
itself and therefore read the Bible 
through the spectacles of the 
Confession rather than the other way  

round, ignoring that only the Bible 
has ultimate authority.  
 One effect of this mentality is 
that many people appeal instantly to 
articles of faith, to church leaders or 
to their favourite evangelicals 
instead of appealing directly to the 
Bible.  Confessions and Catechisms 
are vitally important in their proper 
role, but only Scripture has the 
"power of God".
 The danger is that "orthodoxy" is 
then sometimes measured by how 
one slots ideas into certain pigeon-
holes created by our ecclesiastical 
culture, resulting in divisive debates 
over bible versions, church denomi-
nations, terms of membership, and 
all the things that split churches.  
 Confessions and creeds there 
must be, church leaders there must 
be, versions of Scripture there must 
be, denominations there must be, 
but these things must sit in 
subjection to Christ, the Holy Spirit 
and the Word.                                     �
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HIGHLAND  HARMONY  SINGERS

FESTIVAL  OF  PRAISE
(in support of Blythswood care)

SEABOARD MEMORIAL HALL
BALINTORE

SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER  2011
at 3 pm

All are cordially invited



LIGONIER MINISTRIES con-
ducted a Tour of the Holy Land in 
September entitled: "The Cradle of 
Christianity".  It visited Italy, Israel, 
Turkey, Greece including 
archaological sites in Rome, 
Jerusalem, Galilee, Ephesus. 
 The Stornoway minister and his 
wife, Isobel, was on that tour and 
found it a most challenging 
experience meeting many Christians  
including the well-known writer and 
speaker Dr R C Sproul.  There were 
daily Lectures on the subject of the 
beginnings of Christianity by Dr 
Sproul and the President of 
Westminster Theological Seminary, 
California, Prof Robert Godfrey.  

 Ligonier Ministries are 
celebrating 40 years of ministry 
serving the churches in America 
through providing teaching and 
encouragement by commencing the 
'Ligonier Academy of Biblical and 
Theological Studies'.  
 In America, it is claimed that 
"...each month, some 1400 pastors 
leave the ministry, with moral 
failure, burnout, and church 
contention being the primary 
causes".  Ligonier Ministries feels 
called to provide sound biblical 
material to encourage God's servants 
who are trying to be faithful in a 
culture which despises the Word of 
God.                                                       �
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‘The Cradle of Christianity Tour’
with Ligonier Ministries

Revd George Macaskill with Dr R C Sproul



TAIN/FEARN
Though Tain/Fearn has been 
experiencing the coolest summer in 
20 years it has been a blessing to 
luxuriate in the sunshine of God’s 
grace to us in Jesus Christ and the 
warmth of the fellowship of one 
another.
 We are thankful for the privilege 
of the regular worship and preaching 
of God’s word. Our Minister is one 
chapter away from completing the 
letter to the Ephesians in the evening 
services. In the morning we began a 
series on 1 Samuel and our hearts 
often burn within us as we see the 
suffering of Christ and his glory in 
the Old Testament Scriptures.
 It was wonderful this summer to 
have Gordon Murray, an APC 
Student of Theology, with us. 
Gordon was doing a preaching 
internship under the auspices of the 
2 Timothy 4 Trust. The internship 
consisted of reading books, listening 
to sermons, and preaching. 
 Following Gordon’s preaching 
the Minister would meet with him to 
discuss the sermon and offer helpful 
suggestions and criticisms. Some in 
the congregation also participated in 
this process with written sermon 

evaluations. You can well imagine 
how the critiques might have been 
the least comfortable aspect to 
Gordon’s time here. We pray that the  
internship further prepares Gordon 
to serve our Master.
 In September we await Derek 
McPhail, son of the Revd Archie 
McPhail, to begin his Cornhill 
Scotland placement with us. Derek 
has taken a year out from his job to 
receiving training in Bible 
interpretation and teaching. Derek 
will be with our congregation about 2 
Lord’s day each month and will be 
preaching at one service per month.
 Christianity Explored will be run 
in the villages for seven weeks 
beginning 22 September. This is the 
second time the course has been run 
and this time we are running it in the 
Seaboard Hall. Join us in praying for  
God’s blessing on it.
 We had a delightful Picnic at the 
Manse in August. The barbequed 
hamburgers and sausages were 
eagerly consumed and the puddings 
were shamelessly devoured. It would 
be entirely inappropriate to fail to 
mention that the first place in the 
dessert making contest went to 
Andrew Durrand with his, now 
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renowned, banoffe pie. 
 We are thankful for our heavenly 
Father’s blessings and dependent on 
his promised grace.

EDINBURGH
Blythswood Care brought us very 
exciting news some weeks ago which 
was, that they wanted to open a 
foodbank in S. E. Edinburgh. We are 
delighted to be part of this very 
Christian endeavour at a time when 
many people are finding it extremely 
difficult to make ends meet. This is 
especially sad when children are 
involved.
 The words of Christ stand, "The 
poor you will always have with 
you." The Old Testament made 
various provisions for the poor. The 
Israelites were commanded to help 
the poor. They were told in 
Deuteronomy, "God defends the 
cause of the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the alien, giving 
him food and clothing. And you are 
to love those who are aliens for you 
yourselves were aliens in Egypt”. 
Then later, "I command you be open 
handed towards your brothers and 
towards the poor and needy in your 
land." In the New Testament, the 
people of God should, at the very 
least, be as generous as those of the 
Old. Greater privileges should result 
in greater kindness and care.
 The premises are now to operate 
mainly as a foodbank and friendship 
cafe and marginally as a charity 
shop. This is taking a lot of 

reorganising and as always we are 
forever grateful for your prayerful 
and practical support. 
 We earnestly hope and pray that 
the foodbank will give even more 
openings for the gospel over a wider 
area and also through other 
congregations in Edinburgh being 
involved.
 The whole idea is to help people 
through crises. Just like any caring 
person would want to help a 
neighbour or friend who was 
experiencing exceptional difficulties 
in putting food on the table.
 The Trussell Trust which has 
been on the National News, give 
Blythswood and ourselves guidance 
and training on how to run a 
foodbank. They say, ‘A gift of food 
does more than just fill empty 
stomachs. It helps prevent family 
breakdown, housing loss, crime and 
mental health problems.’ 
 Here is their description of how 
a foodbank works:
Step 1. Non-perishable food is 
donated by the public.
2. Volunteers sort and pack food into 
emergency food boxes.
3. Frontline care professionals such 
as doctors and social workers give 
foodbank vouchers to people in 
crises.
4. Foodbank vouchers are exchanged 
for 3 days of food at a foodbank.
5. Foodbanks take time to listen and 
signpost clients to further support.
 We say to people who donate 
food. Trussell Trust thought it. 



Blythswood Care made it happen. 
You are a vital link. People in Crises 
will be very grateful. As are the team. 
To God be the glory.
 Needless to say all the foodbank 
activity is subservient to the regular 
work of preaching and teaching the 
gospel to young and old which we 
endeavour to do week by week. As 
one old minister friend said to me, 
"Don't give up the services." Amen. 
In regard to that, last week was very 
encouraging. 
      John Ross

INVERNESS
At Kingsview we have much to thank  
God for in the ways he has watched 
over us in these past months. Two 
events that come to mind where we 
have seen his provision are the APC’s 
camp and conference. We were 
encouraged to see well over twenty 
come to the camp and enjoy it as 
much as the leaders did! It was a 
time of fun and fellowship for both 
the children and leaders alike. 
Among other activities, the children 
enjoyed laser-tag, ice-skating and 
games that involved running around 
parks until they were exhausted! It 
was a good time of teaching and 
prayer as the children learned about 
who Jesus is and what he has done. 
The camp gave them an opportunity 
to ask questions, and give answers 
too! Thanks to Ross and Amy 
MacFarlane especially for their hard 
work in organising the camp.
 We also hosted the APC 

conference and enjoyed this time 
alongside members of our sister 
churches. The day went well and we 
benefited greatly from two sessions 
of teaching by Revd Kenneth Stewart  
as he taught on the subject of Christ 
as King in the Psalms. In the 
morning he gave a survey of Christ’s 
kingship in the Psalms and in the 
afternoon session he expounded 
Psalm 45. 
 During the summer we were 
delighted to welcome the Christian 
Motorcyclists Association to our 
Sunday morning service. Ten bikers 
joined us and Robert Stuart—chair of  
the CMA’s Scottish branch—spoke 
for a few minutes about their 
evangelistic work among the biking 
community. Afterwards a light lunch 
was served in Campbell Hall. This 
summer the CMA have been raising 
money for the Barnabas Fund which 
aids Christians who face persecution 
in their own countries and we were 
pleased to contribute to this work.
 Recently we began a new 
preaching series at Kingsview on 
Mark’s gospel. Mark writes ‘the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God’ [Mar 1:1] and provides us with 
the evidence that Jesus is God. He 
tells us of the spiritual battle Christ 
faced at the beginning of his 
ministry. As God he won this battle, 
exerting his authority over all things
—including sickness, disease, 
disability, demonic spirits, even the 
devil himself. He further demon-
strated his Lordship by calling his 
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disciples to follow him into his 
glorious kingdom, and he calls us to 
do the same. We thank God he has 
done this and pray he will lead us 
faithfully on.
   John. C. A. Ferguson

DUNDEE
We give thanks for an encouraging 
summer. We have enjoyed having 
several new people come along to the 
services throughout the summer 
months and we trust that they will 
find a spiritual home with us. We are 
particularly glad to have a young 
student from Airdrie who has come 
to the city to study combating 
computer hacking!! Please let the 
minister know of any students who 
have come to Dundee, that would 
appreciate a visit or help which we 

could give.
 We were blessed with a sunny 
evening for our barbecue in the 
midst of one of the wettest weeks of 
the summer. At the time of writing 
we are getting ready to help a 
disabled member with tidying up her  
garden. We are also very busy 
preparing for our annual Charity 
Sale which takes place at the end of  
September. We also have our 
autumn communion at the end of 
September when we hope to have 
God’s rich blessing amongst us.
 The Lord has provided for all 
our needs despite our fears and our 
fellowship continues to enjoy 
meeting together regularly to praise 
the Lord.  We long for a greater 
manifestation of His Spirit working 
amongst us.                                         �

YOU ARE NOT TOO OLD!
HAVE YOU NOTICED that no matter how old some people get, they never 
lose their attractiveness? It just moves from their face to their heart. Today, 
you get the impression that a person’s usefulness ends at 65 or 70. What 
nonsense! What a waste of potential! Picasso produced some of his greatest 
works at 90. Rubinstein gave one of his greatest recitals at 89. Read the Bible. 
‘Moses was 120 years old when he dies; his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
face abated’ [Deu 34:7]. ‘...the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning’ [Job 42:12]. Noah built the ark when he was 500, went into it for a 
while, then came out and started the world all over again. ‘It ain’t over till God 
says it’s over’, and if He ain’t said so, live every moment He gives you to the 
fullest. ‘The older the violin, the sweeter the tune’, so pick up your bow and 
make some music. When someone told the 89 year old poet Dorothy Duncan 
that she had lived a ‘full life’ she replied sharply, ‘Don’t you dare ‘past tense’ 
me!’ If you are not too old to learn and you haven’t outlived your enthusiasm, 
you can still bear fruit in old age’.               [The Word for Today]                      �
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THE TEXT ON the front of the ‘Joy  
to the World’ truck is Malachi 1, 
verse 11.  This expresses their hope 
that God’s name will be great among 
the nations.  Based in the village of 
Dzuwa, Malawi, ‘Joy to the World’ 
seeks to spread the Gospel and help 
the people of Malawi in a variety of 
practical and spiritual ways.

 They have an annual conference 
for about 150 pastors and other 
interested people.  The 2011 topic 
was ‘Thy Will be done on earth as it 
is in Heaven’.  Each day was given to 
studying the Ten Commandments, 
focussing on the requirements of the 
commandments and directing the 
attention of those present to how the 

JOY to the WORLD 
MINISTRIES

William and Carine MacKenzie were at the 
‘Joy to the World Ministries’ conference in Malawi in July. 

Here is their report.

William and Carine with Revd Fletcher Matandika



Lord Jesus is the great Fulfiller of 
the law for His people.
 The conference was held over 
four days in July during the Malawi 
winter which was similar to a 
Scottish summer day.
 Fletcher Matandika ably assisted 
and encouraged by his wife Angella, 
was the leader of the conference.  He 
has a wonderful team of young men 
working for Joy to the World and 
attending to many of the practical 
details of the conference and the 
other facets of their ministry.
 The conference venue was a lay 
training centre of the CCAP (Church 
of Central Africa Presbyterian).  This 
centre is about an hour south of 
Lilongwe, Malawi’s largest city and 
about seven miles off the main road 
on a dirt track.  The building was 
adequate, the windows had no glass, 
the wind blew through the 
conference room, the power failed on 
a number of occasions.
 The programme was packed – 
from 8.30 a.m. until 10.00 p.m.  
However, the audience was 
exceedingly attentive and listened 
with appreciation to the translated 
messages on the Ten Command-
ments.  The messages were 
translated into Chichewa because 
amongst those present, there were a 
number of people who were not 
fluent in English.  The messages 
were from Fletcher Matandika, 
William MacKenzie and a Professor 
from Zomba Theological College in 
Malawi.  They were ably assisted by a 

pastor from the PCA in Oregon, 
North America and also by David 
Reimer who agreed to help at the last 
minute.  This was because one of the 
other speakers had to call off and 
David Reimer, who is from the 
divinity department of Edinburgh 
university, happened to attend the 
conference.
 Several seminars, testimony 
sessions, question and answer 
sessions were held at various stages 
of the conference.
 A haunting and lingering 
memory of our time together was the 
truly remarkable singing, led 
frequently by a choir of young people  
from Dzuwa village.  They sang 
African songs in wonderful harmony, 
Psalms including The Lord is my 
Shepherd, in their own language and 
some well known traditional hymns.
 On the first full day, Fletcher 
gave out two sheets with Shorter 
Catechism questions 39 to 81, 
dealing with the Ten Command-
ments.  He challenged the delegates 
to learn as many as they could by 
Saturday evening.  It was remarkable 
to see 15 young men and a couple of 
ladies attempt the task, cheered on 
by their friends.  
 How they managed to learn the 
questions and the answers word 
perfect and attend a full day’s 
conference shows something of their 
enthusiastic interest and 
commitment.
 Each delegate was thrilled to go 
home with a set of at least twelve 
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books.  Fletcher and Angella 
generously decided to ask those 
wishing to give them a wedding gift 
to donate to this project to meet the 
cost of a pastor’s book set, rather 
than supply them with gifts for their 
new home.  
 In a country of 14 million 
people, with fewer surgeons than 
Inverness, suffering from poverty, 
fuel shortages, Aids, Malaria, and the 
threat of advancing Islam, it was to 
see the joyful reception of Gospel 
teaching.

 You can support this ministry by 
sponsoring attendance at the 
conference in 2012 and a number of 
other very necessary projects, by 
visiting the website of Joy to the 
World.
 Please pray for Malawi, this 
country which has such a respect for 
David Livingstone and which 
continues, to some degree, to follow 
in his footsteps.  Please also pray for 
Fletcher Matandika, his wife Angella 
and the whole team at Joy to the 
World Ministries.                               �

Carine with some of the young members of the choir with one of the 
12 books they received as a gift



‘THE CHURCH OF CHRIST’ was 
perhaps James Bannerman’s most 
important written work. The Banner 
of truth have produced a 2-volume 
edition, of which the first 100 pages 
in volume 1 and should be a ‘must 
read’ for every minister and elder 
today.   It is a classic regarding the 
‘nature, powers, ordinances, 
discipline and government of the 
Christian Church’. 
 Bannerman reminds us of many 
principles which, as presbyterians, 
we have either been ignorant of, or 
have forgotten.  
 This article is derived from ‘The 
Notes of the Church’, chapter 5 in 
volume 1, pages 54-67. By the ‘Notes’ 
of the Church, Bannerman means 
the ‘essential characteristics of a 
Church of Christ’. 
 He says, there are two 
preliminary distinctions which are 
vital to our understanding. ‘First, 
there is an important distinction 
between what is necessary to the 
being of a Church and what is 
necessary to its well-being’. 
 There are articles of belief to be 

found in the word of God, the denial 
or rejection of which, would not 
necessary infer that it had forfeited 
its essential character and ceased to 
be a Church at all. There are 
departures from Scripture authority 
or example in respect to its govern-
ment, administration and ordinances 
which, ‘although wrong in them-
selves and injurious’, yet do not 
‘deprive it of its claim to be regarded 
as a branch of the visible Church of 
Christ’. 
 Bannerman equates the example 
of an individual Christian in which 
there is much deficiency yet we do 
not rob him of his claim to be a 
Christian. He emphasises again 
‘What is essential to its existence as a 
Church, is something very different 
from what is essential to its 
perfection as a Church’.
 He says ‘it may be difficult to 
draw the line between what is 
fundamental and what is not’, but 
the ‘practical difficulty in applying 
the distinction does not do away with  
the distinction itself’.
 The second preliminary and 
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Voices from the Past
James Bannerman



important distinction which 
Bannerman sees is ‘between the 
things for which the Church was 
instituted, and the things that have 
been instituted for the Church’, such 
as its ordinances. The Church is the 
“pillar and ground of the truth” and 
that Jesus Christ came to bear 
witness to the truth. The main 
function of the Church is to ‘declare 
and uphold the truth’. This, because 
this is the one thing that is 
paramount to a true Church.
 Bannerman says that even the 
eldership and the ordinances  are 
secondary in that they were given to 
help the Church in its function of 
declaring the truth of God. ‘we learn 
that ordinances and office-bearers 
have been established for the object 
of promoting the wellbeing and 
edification of the Church’. He quotes 
[Eph 4:11,12] in proof. God “gave 
some apostles, and some prophets, 
and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work  
of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ”.
 He says these things ‘were 
instituted for the sake of the Church 
and not the Church for the sake of 
them; and these things, therefore, 
must be, in their nature and 
importance, subordinate to the 
Church’. 
 ‘There can be no doubt that 
Scripture represents the one great 
object of the establishment of a 
Church in the world to be the glory 

of God, in the salvation of sinners, by  
means of the publication of the 
gospel. For this end the Church was 
instituted at first’. 
 Bannerman believes we are 
‘warranted in saying that to hold and 
to preach the true faith or doctrine of 
Christ is the only sure and infallible 
note or mark of a Christian Church 
because this is the one thing for the 
sake of which a Church of Christ has 
been instituted on earth. A true faith 
makes a true Church, and a corrupt 
faith a corrupt Church’.
 He goes on ‘It is not the 
succession of outward forms and 
ordinances, the hereditary derivation 
from primitive times of a ministry 
and sacraments, that constitute a 
Church of Christ, or lay the 
foundation for its character and 
privileges. These things were made 
for the Church and not the Church 
for them’.
 It is at this point, says 
Bannerman that a Church can err in 
making more of the sacraments than 
of Jesus Christ as in Popery. ‘But join 
to the profession of the true faith the 
administration of outward ordin-
ances, as necessary to constitute a 
Christian Church, and you assign to 
outward ordinances a rank and value  
which are not justly theirs, and make 
them of primary, and not, as they 
truly are, of secondary importance’.
 This principle is supported by 
John Owen, Vol 14, p502, and by 
William Cunningham in ‘Historical 
Theology’, Vol 1, page 28.                 �
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THE BATTLE BETWEEN the 
Kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
darkness rages relentlessly, as indeed 
it must. There can be no truce between 
these adversaries; one or the other 
must be destroyed. Thankfully, we are 
in no doubt about the outcome. The 
kingdom of the world will become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ 
[Revelation 11:15]. 
 As we saw in our last article, one 
of the victor’s weapons in this cosmic 
conflict is preaching. And the 
preaching that will prove lethal 
against the gates of hell, is preaching 
that is empowered by the Holy Spirit 
in response to the prayers of the 
people of God.

The Church Advances Best When 
on her Knees
The importance of prayer shouldn’t 
really surprise us. The great Old 
Testament prophet, Isaiah, envisioned 
a glorious dawning of a new age in 
God’s redemptive purpose when the 
Church, peopled by Jews and Gentiles, 
would have emblazoned on it “A 
House of Prayer for all Nations”. 
What’s more, one of the means to 

accomplish this goal is the goal itself. 
 For the righteousness of the 
Church to shine out like the dawn and 
her salvation like a blazing torch so 
that the nations will be attracted to 
her, the Church must not keep silent 
nor remain quiet [Isaiah 61:1-2]. They 
must call on the Lord and give neither 
God nor themselves any rest until he 
fulfils his promises (Isaiah 61:6-7).
The kingdom of God makes gains 
when the gospel of the kingdom is 
preached and when the Church prays. 
We might even say that the Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ makes her most 
significant advances when she is on 
her knees.
 So how should we intercede? 
What are the things that they should 
be praying about? There must be 
intentional prayer both for the 
preacher and for the listeners and in 
this article I will highlight some of the 
things we need to plead for our 
ministers.

Prayer for the Preacher
Paul’s appeal to his readers to pray for 
him always encourages me. Scripture 
paints a heroic image of the Apostle. 

Preaching and Prayer
Continued from Last Issue

by Revd John van Eyk
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He stood before kings and governors 
and even appealed to Caesar. He 
spoke before bloodthirsty crowds. 
Speaking before Governor Felix he 
discoursed so powerfully about 
righteousness, self-control, and the 
judgement to come that Felix was 
afraid and asked Paul to leave. 
 Indeed, Paul was a great man.
But his greatness was not in himself. 
Paul admitted that he was a clay jar 
[2 Corinthians 4:7]. He understood 
the temptations of the fear of man, 
the seduction to speak or act to 
please others. The attacks of the evil 
one plagued him and he was not 
ignorant of Satan’s opposition to the 
gospel. Paul, like every preacher, was 
a sinner given the tremendous task 
of being an ambassador for Christ. 
And he was not competent for the 
task.
 What then was the secret to 
Paul’s strength? It was the power of 
the Holy Spirit as the Spirit was 
prayed down upon him. “Pray for 
me,” Paul writes in Ephesians 6:19. 
“Brothers, pray for us,” he pleads in 
1 Thessalonians 5:25. “Brothers, 
pray for us that the message of the 
Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honoured,” he asks of the 
Thessalonians in 2 Thessalonians 
3:1. “And pray for us,” he writes in 
Colossians 4:3. Paul, personally 
appointed by the risen Christ to be 
his ambassador, recognised how 
impoverished his ministry would be 
without the prayers of the people of 
God.

How Should we Pray for 
Ministers
I want to suggest seven particular 
concerns gleaned from the letters of 
the apostle Paul that Christians 
should pray for their ministers.
 Firstly, believers should pray 
that their minister would be a 
praying preacher. Ministers can be 
tempted to trust more in their ability  
than upon the power of God working 
through them. One can be diligent in  
work and negligent in prayer. The 
Apostles in Acts 6 wanted helpers so 
they could give their attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the Word. 
This characterised the Apostle Paul’s 
ministry too. Not only did he teach 
and preach to the Ephesians he also 
prayed for them [Ephesians 1:16ff].
 Secondly, the people of God 
should pray their minister would be 
kept from theological error. 
Doctrinal aberration is one of Satan’s 
best loved schemes to derail the 
Church of God. Paul says that an 
elder must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been 
taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute 
those who oppose it [Titus 1:9].
 Thirdly, the saints need to 
implore the Lord he would spare 
ministers from a hypocritical 
preaching. An ungodly life will either  
close the mouth of the minister or 
the ears of the hearers. The 
congregation will not receive the 
Word from a man who is not living 
it. Ungodliness in either the minister  



or his family robs the preaching of its 
power. This is why Paul insisted the 
minister must be blameless, self-
controlled, upright, holy, and 
disciplined, with his family well 
managed [Titus 1:7-8 and 1 Timothy 
3:4].
 Fourthly, Christians need to pray 
that ministers would be protected 
from laziness in their study. 
Ministers need the grace of God to do 
their best to present themselves to 
God as one approved, a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed [2 
Timothy 2:15]. Because ministers 
often have little supervision over 
their time (other than the weekly 
deadlines) it can be a struggle to use 
time properly.
 Fifthly, the congregation must 
intercede for their minister that he 
will not succumb to a scratching 
ministry. Paul warns in 2 Timothy 
4:3 that a time will come when 
people will not endure sound 
teaching but will have itching ears 
and will gather around them teachers 
who will say what they want to hear. 
It is a great temptation for ministers 
to tailor the Word to satisfy the 
congregation. Paul knew this struggle 
as well. 
 In Ephesians 6:19-20 he twice 
asks for prayer so that he would 
fearlessly declare the Word of God. A  
minister’s confession must be the 
same as Paul’s to the Ephesians 
elders in Acts 20:20, “You know that 
I have not hesitated to preach 
anything that would be helpful to 

you but have taught you publicly 
and from house to house.” 
 Sixthly, believers should pray 
that God would help ministers 
preach with clarity. Paul asked the 
Colossians to pray that he would 
proclaim the mystery of Christ 
clearly [Colossians 4:3-4]. Preaching 
doesn’t need to come with eloquence 
or superior wisdom. Preaching must 
be simple, giving the meaning of the 
text and its application to contem-
porary life while holding forth Christ.
 Finally, Christians must pray 
that ministers will preach with love. 
First of all, with love for Christ Jesus. 
The Apostle Paul remarked that it 
was the love of Christ that compelled 
him to be the ambassador of Christ 
[2 Corinthians 5:14]. George 
Whitefield wrote that ‘we can preach 
the gospel no further than we have 
experienced the power of it in our 
own hearts.’ He who has no love for 
Christ cannot preach with conviction 
about Christ’s love. 
 But a minister must also have 
love for the people. Paul said, again 
to the Corinthians, we have opened 
wide our hearts to you and are not 
withholding our affection from you 
[2 Corinthians 6:11-12]. Prayers must  
be offered so that God’s servants will 
preach with hearts full of love for 
Christ and Christ’s sheep.
 If the battle between the two 
kingdoms is still raging by the next 
issue, I want to note the things 
Christians should pray for 
themselves.                                           �
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DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Mobile 07792 545 243  
Email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk    Dens Road Church - 11 
Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually Wed 7pm 
(confirm on website). Treasurer: Mrs Isabella 
Scrimgeour, 15 Barry Downs Park, Barry Road, 
Carnoustie DD7 7SA. Tel 07966 594 711    
Communions: Last in March, June, September, 
December

EDINBURGH
Revd John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 
7AG    Tel 0131 466 6247   jrossapc@googlemail.com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am and 5pm and Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse Broadway, 
EH17 8AS.    All welcome

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Revd John C A Ferguson, MA, MDiv
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983 
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 
11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm. Tel 01463 716843.
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, 
Tel 01463 231364. www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, 
September
Monthly Bible Study in Black Isle. For information 
phone Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm      Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR. Tel. 01863 766251. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
September.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 
8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 
4SE, Tel 01571 855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na 
Mara, Stoer, Sutherland Tel 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore 
Road, Oban  PA34 4PG, Tel  01631 566259 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, 
Tel 01520 722239.  Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Services meantime Inverasdale 10.30am (with 
Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: K 
MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 
01445 712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

Congregational Details



SKYE and HARRIS
Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort,Portree,Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel 01470 582421 
Email: wayne,pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, 
C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 4.45pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 
2nd, 4th Dunvegan
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, Bruach Taibh, 2 
Borve, Arnisort, Skye, IV51 9PS. Tel 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

Harris: Seilabost School - 12 noon and 6pm
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3HP Tel 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th September

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, BA
‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP,   
Tel 01851 703217, (Church 07733425498)
Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway 
HS1 2SS, Tel 01851 703796.  
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton Church 
10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 3rd, 
5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain 
IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11a.m, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN 
Tel 01847 892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316. 
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revd F Matandika, 203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, Canada. 
Tel/Fax +1-604-544-5054. 
Church Website: www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services: 
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 Evening Worship: 6.30pm

Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study: 7.30pm. 
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