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GUILT, GRACE & GRATITUDE
Theme:

On Friday 4 May a large gathering met to induct and ordain the Revd. Gordon Murray to the pastoral charge of 
Kinlochbervie, Lairg & Rogart. The picture shows Sandy Nicolson  making a presentation to the Revd. Gordon 
Murray.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS FOR APC NEWS
The APC News is published 6 times per year on the 1st 
weekend of the 2nd month, beginning with the January/
February issue. The cost is £10 per year including postage 
and is considered as a donation.  

NOTE FOR CONGREGATIONS
Each congregation must contribute a minimum of £240 
per annum towards the APC News Fund as arranged with 
the treasurer Mr Donald M Fraser. This is to be consid-
ered as a donation towards the sustaining of the maga-
zine. Congregations can, if they so wish, charge for their 
own distribution of the magazine, or give them away free. 
Cheques should be made out to ‘APC News’ and sent to 
the address below.
Please state if acknowledgment of donation is required.

Mr D M Fraser, Publications Treasurer
‘Stratharris’, Daviot, by Inverness, IV2 5XQ
Telephone: 01463-772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

NAME:  ADDRESS:  POSTCODE:
TELEPHONE:  EMAIL:

The APC News for July/August will 

focus on the theme of:

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

Articles are welcomed on this subject 

but need to be sent in electronically to 

the editors by the 14th of the previous 

month, ie, for July/August issue: 14th 

June.

The September/October issue:

The Ministry of the Church
The November/December issue:

The Ministry of Christ

All articles to be sent to either:

The Editor, Donald C Macaskill at: 

donandmargo@me.com
or the Assistant Editor,

Fletcher Matandika at: 

Pastor@newwestminsterchapel.org

A T T E N T I O N

GORDON MURRAY’S PROFILE
Gordon was born and raised in the 
Isle of Lewis and became a Christian 
in his teenage years. After completing 
his schooling in the Nicolson Institute 
in Stornoway he undertook theological 
studies at the then new Highland 
Theological College in Dingwall in 
1999. On completion of his degree he 
worked in Stornoway over three years 
as an electrical goods salesman before 
embarking on a teaching career. After 
a year of training at Jordanhill College 
of Education (Strathclyde University) 
and gaining a PGDE in Secondary 
Education, Gordon taught Religious 
and Moral Education in High Schools 
in Kirkwall and in Peebles.
From the time of his conversion he had 
felt a call to the ministry and in 2010 
made application to the Edinburgh 

Kirk Session of the APC and was licensed 
by the Scottish Presbytery in March 
2012. He was inducted as minister of 
the Kinlochbervie, Lairg and Rogart 
congregation on Friday 4th May 2012.
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There are three things a man must tru-
ly understand before he can enter the 
kingdom of God. He must know that 
he is a guilty sinner before God. He 
must know the saving grace of God in 
his soul. He must have true gratitude 
in his heart for the gift of saving grace. 
If he does not understand these three 
things, he is in great danger of losing 
his soul. 

All men have sinned, but all men are not 
aware that they have sinned against 
God in heaven. Our 
sinful natures are 
particularly biased 
and prejudiced when 
it comes to making 
judgments about 
ourselves. We do not 
realize how often we 
sin against God, or 
how great our sin is in His eyes. We 
need the Holy Spirit to reveal to us 
the real nature of sin. The Bible says 
that when the Holy Spirit comes He 
will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment [John 

16:8]. 

Our guilt is not simply something 
against somebody else, but is guilt 
against God who made us upright at 
creation. David after his sins against 
Bathsheba and Uriah, cried under the 

convicting power of the Holy Spirit 
“Against You, You only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in Your sight” 
[Psa 51:4]. David had lived for several 
months, quite unaware of how great-
ly he had sinned against God, until 
God’s Spirit arrested him. As he said 
in prayer to God , “I acknowledged my 
sin to You... I will confess my trans-
gressions to the Lord” [Psalm 32:5]. 
It was not only Uriah and Bathsheba 
that David had sinned against, but also 
against God in heaven.

It is therefore im-
portant in today’s 
culture to preach 
and teach about the 
holy nature of God, 
and what consti-
tutes sin in His eyes. 
7RR� RIWHQ� ZH� GHÀQH�

sin in our own terms instead of inter-
preting it with God’s holy and pure 
perception.  God is the Judge of all the 
earth and His laws will be the laws by 
which we will all ultimately be judged. 

We live in an age of ‘human rights’. Not 
only has each country and nation its 
own particular laws, but we now have 
the United Nations laws governing 
mankind’s treatment of each other. All 
kinds of rights are recognized, except 
God’s rights over His creatures! The 

We need the Holy Spirit 
to reveal to us the real 
nature of sin.
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Church needs to proclaim God’s laws 
and God’s rights. The Apostle Paul said 
“if it had not been for the law, (God’s 
law)  I would not have known sin” [Rom 

7:7].

However, a man must also understand 
about the grace of God if he is to be 
saved. It is one thing to be convict-
ed of sin - but it is not enough for the 
kingdom of heaven. We can die deeply 
convicted of our sins and yet not know 
Jesus Christ the Saviour. Jews and 
Gentiles are “saved through the grace 
of our Lord Jesus” [Acts 15:11]. 

It is as vital that we know about God’s 
saving grace, as it is to know that we 
have sinned. The Bible makes clear 
that we must repent and have faith in 
Jesus Christ in order to be saved. Our 
Confession in describing faith states 
that ‘a sinner out of the sight and 
sense, not only of the danger, but also 
RI� WKH�ÀOWKLQHVV�DQG�RGLRXVQHVV� RI�KLV�
sins, as contrary to the holy nature of 
God and righteous law of God’, is care-
ful to add ‘and upon the apprehension 
of His mercy in Christ’ [Con of Faith 

Chap 15, para 2, emphasis added]. We 
must be aware and believe in God’s 
mercy through Jesus Christ. Salvation 
is laying hold of Christ who is God’s gift 
to us.

It is God’s grace alone that gives us 
faith to believe in Christ - faith and re-
pentance are a gracious gift from God. 
Paul stated “for by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one can 
boast” [Eph 2:8,9]. But Jesus Christ 
Himself is the gift of gifts, freely given 
by the grace of God. We are saved by 
grace alone - 100%. 

If we truly understand and appreciate 
God’s grace to us in Christ, something 
will happen inside our souls! There will 
be extreme gratitude. God’s grace is so 
stupendous, so staggeringly amazing, 
that only a spiritually dead soul could 
fail to respond! Nothing in all the earth 
can be compared to God’s grace in Je-
sus Christ. No myth or allegory has 
ever been imagined to compare with 
the astounding grace of God! All the 
great acts of mythical heroes and her-
oines, cannot compare to what God has 
done for lost and ruined sinners. 

Our culture thrives on ‘hand-outs’ but 
God’s great ‘hand-out’ of free salvation 
came at a great cost - the suffering and 
death of His Son, Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One. “Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the un-
righteous, that he might bring us to 
*RG��EHLQJ�SXW� WR�GHDWK� � LQ� WKH�ÁHVKµ�
[1 Pet 3:18].

Who could have ‘thought up’ such a sal-
vation? A holy God providing at such a 
cost, salvation for the most vile and un-
deserving of sinners? The only response 
can be  - humility and gratitude. The 
Psalmist said “You have delivered my 
soul from death” he added “What shall 
,�UHQGHU�WR�WKH�/RUG�IRU�DOO�+LV�EHQHÀWV�
to me?... O Lord I am Your servant. I 
am Your servant” [Psa 116]. 

Yes, if we really understand God’s 
grace in Christ, we will surrender 
our lives to Him and serve Him all 
the days of our life.
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C H R I S T I A N  B O O K S T A L L  B A N
Norwich City Council have banned Norwich Reformed Church from using a market 
VWDOO�WR�SURPRWH�WKHLU�RXWUHDFK�OLWHUDWXUH�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�VRPH�OHDÁHWV�ZHUH�¶PRWLYDW-
ed by hate and intolerance’. The Council’s legal team wrote to the church trustees 
banning them from using a Council market stall for their weekly Christian book-
stall. They also contacted Norfolk Police, The Charity Commission and advised 
the management of a local Community Centre to ban the church from using their 
facilities.
Dr Alan Clifford, pastor of Norwich Reformed Church and author of the leaf-
let ‘Why Not Islam?’, said ‘In view of the discriminatory ruling of Norwich City 
Council against Norwich Reformed Church, it would seem that an extraordinarily 
silly form of political correctness has emerged. While the opinion of the Christian 
Institute is awaited, it is hoped that, in due course, common sense might prevail, 
and that Norwich Reformed Church’s right to worship and witness will be restored. 
Norwich Police told the ‘Norwich Evening News’ that it was deemed ‘no offences 
had been carried out’.

T U N I S I A
‘Women without a veil deserve to burn in hell’. With these words, the head of the 
Centrist Association for Awareness and Reform in Tunisia gave a vivid and star-
tling indication of how individual freedoms in the country may soon be curtailed. 
7KH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�IRUPHG�E\�6DODÀVWV�DIWHU�WKH������UHYROXWLRQ�DV�DQ�,VODPLF�
religious police, which took upon itself to see that Islamic virtues were upheld in 
SXEOLF�OLIH��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWV�RI�6DODÀVWV�YHUEDOO\�DQG�SK\VLFDOO\�DWWDFNLQJ�
ZRPHQ�ZKRVH�FORWKLQJ�WKH\�MXGJH�WR�EH�LQVXIÀFLHQWO\�PRGHVW��3UD\�WKDW�VKDULD�ZLOO�
not be imposed in Tunisia. Pray too for the country’s Christians whose precarious 
position is jeopardized further by the rise of radical Islam.

R U S S I A
Give thanks that president Vladimir Putin, has promised to make the protection 
of repressed Christians in foreign countries one of his foreign policy priorities. 
During the presidential election he met with a group of church leaders in Moscow 
on 8 February, who told him that Christians were suffering persecution all over the 
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ZRUOG��ZLWK�RQH�&KULVWLDQ�G\LQJ�IRU�KLV�RU�KHU�IDLWK�HYHU\�ÀYH�PLQXWHV��:KHQ�WKH\�
asked him to give attention to this problem, he replied, ‘This is how it will be, have 
no doubt.’ Please pray that the president will keep his promise.

N O R T H  N I G E R I A
Please remember our Christian brothers and sisters in North Nigeria. A church 
leader in Jos, after a second bombing in two weeks asked, ‘Pray without ceasing... 
Sunday is transformed from a day of worship to a day of fear’. The second attack 
happened 10 minutes after a Sunday service began on the 11 March and seven 
people died in the blast. Later that same day, gunmen ambushed Christians in 
Chungwi village, killing three people. Boko Haram wants to eradicate Christians 
from the North. Ask God to give grace to our brothers and sisters in the face of 
VXFK�ÀHUFH�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�UHVSRQG�LQ�ORYH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHWDO-
iate.

N E W  A N T I - P O R N  L A W
Please pray that the new laws which are designed to make it harder for children 
to access pornography, will prove successful. The legislation introduced in Parlia-
ment at the end of March set out new controls to halt the rising number of children 
accessing hardcore pornography on the Internet. The Bill was introduced in the 
House of Lords by Baroness Howe of Idlicote and has been warmly endorsed by 
Devizes MP, Claire Perry, who recently convened a cross-party inquiry into the 
subject of online child safety.

S Y R I A
Syria was a safe haven for many Christians but since the recent uprising the 
FRXQWU\�LV�WDNLQJ�RQ�DQ�,VODPLF�FKDUDFWHU�DV�$O�4DHGD�PLOLWDQWV�DUH�LQÀOWUDWLQJ�WKH�
country and rebel bands are declaring Jihad and the Muslim Brotherhood are gain-
LQJ�SROLWLFDO�VWUHQJWK��86�RIÀFLDOV�KDYH�ZDUQHG�WKDW�$O�4DHGD�PLOLWDQWV�IURP�,UDT�
have entered Syria and the recent bombings in Damascus and Aleppo have shown 
their hallmarks. The Christian community in Homs has been the worst affected. 
Christian leaders have expressed their fears that the terrorism may be geared 
towards the defenceless Christian communities.

I S R A E L :  A  S A F E  H A V E N
As radical Islam rises to power across the Middle East there is still one safe place 
left in the region: Israel. Since the re-founding of Israel in 1948 the number of 
Christians has increased by 1,000%. Christians are in every realm of Israeli soci-
ety, in the Knesset, the Supreme Court, in the academia. The Defence Forces were 
printing Hebrew versions of the New Testament because there are so many Chris-
tians swearing in for duty, said one Israeli ambassador. Israel’s overall acceptance 
of Christians  remains in stark contrast to the Palestinian-controlled areas of Gaza 
and the West Bank, where Christians are frequently persecuted and even killed.
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GUILT AND THE GOSPEL
by John C. A. Ferguson

Almost everyone will acknowledge a sense of guilt. Guilt 

can weigh heavily upon us, indeed we may wonder if 

there is any relief from it. The wonder of the gospel is that 

Christ relieves the guilty conscience.

The Westminster Confession helps us 
to understand what guilt is. It says, 
‘Every sin, both original and actual, 
being a transgression of the righteous 
law of God, and contrary thereunto, 
doth, in its own nature, bring guilt 
upon the sinner, whereby he is bound 
over to the wrath of God, and curse of 
the law, and so made subject to death, 
with all miseries spiritual, temporal, 
and eternal.’ (WCF 6:6).

Here we are taught that guilt follows 
sin, and it tells of God’s impending 
judgement. Is there any way of being 
freed from guilt (and the judgement 
that follows)? Scripture teaches that 
there is a way to be freed. It comes 
by repayment. We have an example 
of this in Leviticus 6. If a person is 
guilty of stealing then he or she is 
freed by restoring those belongings to 
the rightful owner, with an additional 
payment of 20%.

Scripture teaches us that we are 
all guilty before God for, ‘all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God’ (Romans 3:23). But when an 
adequate payment is made we are no 
longer held guilty for wrongdoing. The 
question is: What payment will free us 
from our guilt? In order to answer, we 
PXVW�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�GLVFRYHU�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�
our guilt. For this we must go to the 
Scriptures. God is judge, and there 
he has revealed the case against 
humanity. 

Generally the guilt we are conscious 
of follows intentional sins. But we are 
guilty of unintentional sins as well. 
God holds us as guilty not only for 
the wrong things we do intentionally, 
but also for the wrong things we do 
unintentionally. In the Old Testament 
the guilt offering was made for such 
sins [Lev 5:14-6:7]. We are guilty of 
breaking God’s commands whether we 
do so self-consciously or not. 

God charges guilt for our individual 
sins, the sins we commit against 
him personally. But another aspect 
of God’s case against humanity is 
mentioned in the above quotation 
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from the Westminster Confession. We 
are guilty of both ‘original and actual’ 
sin. ‘Actual sin’ refers to personal sins. 
‘Original sin’ refers to the sin Adam 
committed in the Garden of Eden.  
This is a sin committed corporately. 
The Scriptures teach us that we are 
responsible for this sin too and God, 
righteously, charges us with guilt as 
a result. 

Scripture reveals that we are guilty of 
individual, corporate, intentional and 
unintentional sins. We begin to see 
the comprehensiveness of our guilt 
before God. Like Ezra we must say, 
‘O my God, I am ashamed and blush 
to lift my face to you, my God, for our 
iniquities have risen higher than our 
heads, and our guilt has mounted up 
WR� WKH� KHDYHQV�·� >(]UD� ���@�� :H� ÀQG�
that our debt to him is higher than 
what we can repay. What payment 
then will free us from our guilt? 

God by his grace has made payment 
that frees us from our guilt. This 
payment is his Son Jesus Christ. 
Christ’s payment to God on the cross 
frees us from all our guilt. While the 
guilt of sin is comprehensive, the 
salvation we have from Christ is more 
so, covering guilt and removing it 
altogether.

Atonement addresses both sin and 
guilt. There is an illustration of this 
in Isaiah 6. In his vision of the Lord, 
Isaiah sees the glory of God and is 
astonished at God’s holiness. This 
vision causes him to see his own 
sinfulness and the sin of his people. 
%XW�WKHQ��´RQH�RI�WKH�VHUDSKLP�ÁHZ�WR�
me, having in his hand a burning coal 
that he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. And he touched my mouth and 
said: ‘Behold, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.’ ” [Isa 6:6-7]. Here 
we see that atonement addresses sin 
and guilt.

Christ’s atonement cleanses the 
conscience from dead works [Heb 
9:14]. If we examine our conscience 
DQG�ÀQG�JXLOW��&KULVW�FOHDQVHV�XV�IURP�
that guilt. He deals with all our sins, 
including our unintentional sins. We 
are told about this in Isaiah 53:10, 
where he is spoken of as making a 
guilt offering to God. He also relieves 
us from the guilt that follows Adam’s 
original sin. Faith in Christ means 
we are no longer ‘in Adam’ but ‘in 
Christ’ and so we are ‘made alive’ [1 
Cor 15:22], no longer guilty for the sin 
committed in Eden. Christ delivers us 
from every aspect of guilt—guilt that 
follows intentional and unintentional 
sin, individual and corporate sin. The 
Christian receives full redemption 
from Christ. All our guilt is paid for at 
the cross. And so Christ ‘will sustain 
you to the end, guiltless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ [1 Cor 1:8]. 

The Lord has provided a saviour, now 
in heaven, who grants freedom from 
guilt to all on earth who receive him. 
Have you received him yet? Receive 
him and sing joyfully this verse from 
Thomas Kelly’s hymn ‘We sing the 
praise of Him who died’:

     THE CROSS! IT TAKES OUR GUILT AWAY;
IT HOLDS THE FAINTING SPIRIT UP;
IT CHEERS WITH HOPE THE GLOOMY DAY
AND SWEETENS EVERY BITTER CUP.
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PAUL: THE “CHIEF” OF SINNERS

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, of whom I am chief”

[1 Timothy 1:15].

We have all heard it and perhaps 
we have even said it ourselves.  “I 
am the worst cook…”  “I am the 
worst organizer…”  “I am the worst 
preacher…”  “I am the worst teacher…”  
“I am the worst gardener…”  “I am the 
worst mother/father/daughter/son-in-
law…,” etc.

Why do we say such things?  We 
don’t believe these things when we 
say them.  So, why do we say them?  
I would like to suggest a few reasons. 
Sometimes, we just don’t want people’s 
expectations to be too high.  We don’t 
want them to be disappointed if we 
fail to deliver the goods.  Or perhaps 
we say such things simply to elicit 
sympathy.  We want people to feel 
sorry for us.  We want them to pat us 
on the back and tell us that we are 
really not the worst, but someone else 
is.  Often, people say things like these 
out of a false sense of humility.  We 
DUH� VXEWO\� ÀVKLQJ� IRU� FRPSOLPHQWV���
We want people to tell us that far from 
being the worst, we are actually the 
best they know.  Sometimes we say 

these things due to a very poor self-
image.  Life has been so hard for us.  
We have been battered for so long.  We 
are tired and sick of everything and 
we feel that we owe it to ourselves and 
the world to say such things.  Self-
depreciation has perhaps become a 
lifestyle.  

Sometimes we say such things because 
we have unhealthy and unrealistic 
expectations of ourselves.  We are 
perfectionists and we judge anything 
less than perfect to be the absolute 
worst.  But perhaps we say these 
things simply because we don’t really 
know what else to say!  We each have 
our own favorite, well-rehearsed, self-
LQÁLFWLQJ�SXW�GRZQV�ZKLFK�ZH� OLNH� WR�
repeat to ourselves and others from 
time to time.  But if truth be told, we 
don’t really believe them.  We don’t 
really know why we keep saying them 
but we do.

In 1 Timothy 1:15, we have a statement 
from the Apostle Paul which sounds 
very similar to the statements we 

by Fletcher Matandika
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have looked at above.  Paul addresses 
himself as the “chief” of sinners.  Why 
would Paul say this about himself? 

Why Does Paul Call Himself 
the “Chief” of Sinners?  
Why does he do that?  We need to be 
clear right here at the outset.  Paul 
doesn’t address himself as the “chief” 
of sinners because he wants to limit 
people’s expectations of him.  Far from 
it!  He doesn’t make this statement 
because he wants to elicit sympathy.  
He doesn’t make it because he has 
some false sense of humility.  He 
doesn’t make this statement because 
he has lost all self-respect or because 
KH� LV� ÀVKLQJ� IRU� FRPSOLPHQWV�� � $QG�
Paul certainly does not make this 
statement because he doesn’t have a 
clue!  No!

Paul as an apostle makes this 
statement under the inspiration of 
Holy Spirit.  This was not an off-handed 
or an incorrect self-depreciating 
comment.  This statement is one of 
deep gratitude and sincere humility.  

7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�ZKHUH�ZH�VHH�
3DXO�UHÁHFWLQJ�RQ�KLV�OLIH�DQG�VSLULWXDO�
standing.  It’s interesting to trace 
Paul’s personal progress toward this 
great confession.  There are at least 
two other places where Paul stops to 
WKLQN�� UHÁHFW� DQG� HYDOXDWH� KLV� RZQ�
spiritual standing (something that we 
have neglected in our day much to our 
detriment).   

He wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:9, “I am 
the least of the apostles” , to which 
we might sarcastically say, “Wow, 
Paul, how humble you are!   How 
self-depreciating…!  The least of the 

apostles!  During Paul’s time the 
apostles would have been considered 
the most exclusive group of men that 
lived on the face of the planet earth!   As 
apostles, they held the unprecedented 
DQG�XQUHSHDWDEOH� RIÀFH�� � 7KHUH�ZHUH�
only twelve others and he was the 
thirteenth.  “That certainly doesn’t 
sound very humble,” we might say.

A little later in his life, Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 3:8, “I am the least of all 
the saints…” And to that we might 
respond by saying, “Well, that is 
certainly a step down… but it’s not 
that great a step downward.” In Paul’s 
day, Christians made only about one 
percent of the population. Therefore, 
being the least of the top one percent 
was not really that great of a step 
down!

But much later in his life, Paul wrote 
WKHVH�ZRUGV�ZKLFK�ZH�ÀQG�LQ���7LPRWK\�
1:15 where he refers to himself as the 
“chief” of sinners.  What changed?  
The longer he lived (as a Christian), 
the lower estimate he had of his own 
spiritual standing.  Paul is no longer 
setting himself above anyone else!  He 
now puts himself at the bottom of the 
pile of all of humanity.  No longer just 
“the least of the apostles” or “the least 
of the saints”!  He is now the “chief” of 
sinners.  The closer he got to Christ, 
the more clearly he saw his sin.  The 
more clearly he saw the original, the 
ideal, the pattern, the more clearly 
he understood how far short he fell of 
that standard.  

It’s not so much that Paul wants to 
draw attention to himself as the “chief” 
sinner although I am sure he was not 
speaking hyperbolically here.  Rather, 
he wants to cast a greater light on 
&KULVW�DQG�VKRZ�XV� WKH�PDJQLÀFHQFH�
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of Christ, His love, mercy and grace 
towards sinners!  Paul is calling us 
all to cast our eyes upon Christ and 
marvel at Him and the greatness 
of His saving grace.  As Paul is 
evaluating his own spiritual standing 
(i.e. in relation to the grace and glory 
of God in Christ) he cannot help but 
see himself as the “chief” sinner.  

He had seen the original pattern and he 
immediately understood his position 
in this world as being the “chief” of 
sinners.  He had seen the perfect 
Man in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
consequently, he stopped comparing 
himself to the rest of the apostles.  
He stopped comparing himself to the 
rest of the believers in the world.  He 
is now comparing himself to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and at once, he sees 
himself as he really is, the “chief” of 
sinners.  The more he increased in 
the knowledge of Christ, the more he 
grew in grace.  The more the image of 
Christ was restored in him, the more 
he understood how much of that image 
was yet to be restored in him.

We all know this from our own 
experiences in life, don’t we?  The 
further we stay from the light, the less 
we see the dirt on us.  Conversely, the 
closer we get to the light, the more 
clearly we will see the dirt on us.  

Here is a very sobering truth that we 
all need to grapple with:  the most 
spiritual among us are those who most 
clearly see their sins and NOT those 
who think they are okay and have no 
sin.   And so it was with Paul.  
Towards the end of his life, a very 
long way down the road, he ultimately 
came to view and speak of himself as 
the “chief” of sinners.  Those who are 
maturing in the faith and growing 

closer to Christ, have a low view of 
themselves and a high view of God.  I 
wonder if that describes you and me.  I 
pray so!

John 3:30:
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NOT MY OWN

In my youth every Tuesday evening during term time 

ZRXOG�ÀQG�PH�DW�WKH�&KXUFK�EHLQJ�WDXJKW�WKH�+HLGHOEHUJ�
Catechism. I never entertained the idea of skipping public 

worship on the Lord’s Day; nor did it enter my mind to 

suggest to my parents that I could give Catechism class a 

bye. That is how highly my parents valued it.

I didn’t appreciate the Catechism 
then like I do now. The Heidelberg 
Catechism brims with rich theology, 
warmly presented. The entrance into 
WKH� &DWHFKLVP�� WKH� ÀUVW� TXHVWLRQ�
and answer, movingly presents the 
treasures that belong to us in Jesus 
Christ.

Q. WHAT IS YOUR ONLY COMFORT IN LIFE AND    
DEATH?

A. That I, with body and soul, both 
in life and death, am not my own but 
belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who with his precious blood 
KDV� IXOO\� VDWLVÀHG� IRU� DOO�P\� VLQV�� DQG�
redeemed me from all the power of the 
devil; and so preserves me that without 
the will of my Father in heaven not a 
hair can fall from my head; indeed, that 
all things must work together for my 
salvation. Wherefore, by his Holy Spirit, 
he also assures me of eternal life, and 
makes me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to live unto him.

The answer captures the heart of the 
gospel: all spiritual blessings belong 
to us because we belong to our faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ.

The Catechism begins with our 
redemption as the initial blessing 
Christ bestows on his own. Without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin and by his death on the cross the 
/RUG�-HVXV�VDWLVÀHV�*RG·V�MXVWLFH�DQG�
God’s righteous judgement against us 
has been removed. God’s approval of 
KLV�6RQ·V�VDFULÀFLDO�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�FURVV�
ZDV� ZRQGHUIXOO\� DIÀUPHG� ZKHQ� KH�
invited him to sit at his right hand. 
Our faithful Saviour’s cross is also his 
victory, his triumph over the one who 
holds the power of death, that is the 
devil, and those who once belonged 
to Satan are freed from Satan’s cruel 
tyranny.

His interest in his own doesn’t 
wear off like some once avid stamp 
collector. After making us his own 

by John van Eyk
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he is committed to our keeping. As 
parents we insist our young children 
hold our hand when we are walking in 
a car park. But since we know their 
occasional thoughtlessness blinds 
them to the lurking dangers of car 
parks we also grip their gripping hand 
so they will be kept safe even when 
they are tempted to dart away. Even 
so, our Lord Jesus keeps us in his 
hand and ensures that none of those 
given to him by the Father will perish.

Our resurrected Lord instructed Mary 
to tell the other disciples that his 
Father was their Father. Through 
Christ, the one and only Son of God, 
we are brought into the family of 
the Father. That God is our Father 
in heaven means that he powerfully 
orchestrates all things for our blessing. 
Nothing happens to us by chance, each 
event is carefully tailored for us, and 
nothing can thwart his purposes to do 
us good. In fact, all our experiences are 
harnessed to work for our complete 
salvation when God will wipe away 
every tear from our eyes and sorrow 
and sickness shall cease.

Our Lord Jesus is at pains to assure 
us of eternal life. Though often 
unappreciated, it is the Lord Jesus 
Christ who preaches peace to us 
through his faithful servants. He 
reassures us week by week of his 
gracious redeeming and preserving 
work. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
XQGHUVFRUH� IRU� XV� WKH� FRQÀGHQFH� ZH�
can have in the work of our Redeemer. 
He has united us to himself and given 
himself for us. Why should I have 
reservations or misgivings? The Lord 
is my light and my salvation—whom 
shall I fear? The Spirit of the ascended 
&KULVW�WHVWLÀHV�ZLWK�RXU�VSLULW�WKDW�ZH�
are sons of God.

,�RIWHQ�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�6KHED·V�
words to Solomon after she had 
seen all his wealth and heard all his 
wisdom. She claimed that Solomon 
far exceeded the report she heard. 
And then she exclaimed how happy 
KLV� RIÀFLDOV� PXVW� EH� WR� VHUYH� VXFK� D�
great and wise king. One greater than 
Solomon is here and how happy must 
we who serve such a generous and 
wise king be. 

No wonder the Catechism reminds 
us that those who belong to Christ 
are heartily willing and ready to live 
for him. Indeed, serving him is our 
joyful duty. Our failure to serve such 
a Saviour as well as he deserves is one 
of the disappointments that heaven 
will dissipate. Now we serve him 
falteringly; then we shall serve him 
fully.

In life we belong to Christ. In death 
too. Death severs many ties but not 
the bond between Christ and those 
who belong to him. With body and 
soul, in life and in death, I belong to 
my faithful Saviour.

Last year a youth group in 
Pennsylvania hit the streets asking 
people what their only comfort in life 
and in death was. The answers given 
didn’t strike me as too comfortable. 
Family and friends and the temporary 
joys of this life seem like a hard pillow 
upon which to rest. Far better to take 
comfort in the one who said:

“C!e to me and I will give 
you "est.”
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MAY GRATITUDE BE OUR ATTITUDE 
AND PRAISE OUR PLEASURE.

LESSONS FROM HEBREWS 13:15 

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us 

FRQWLQXDOO\�RIIHU�WR�*RG�D�VDFULÀFH�RI�
praise—the fruit of lips that confess his 

name”

Listen to someone extolling their 
favourite object, situation or friend 
and it is evident that they love to do it. 
How much more should our extolling 
of almighty God give us immense 
pleasure. Sadly, we have to confess 
that this is not always the case.

This epistle was written to Hebrews 
who were being tempted by 
unbelieving Jews to turn away from 
Christ. The argument was that the 
old way was superior, therefore 
they should come back but the very 
opposite is true. Christ is God’s 
ultimate revelation of Himself and He 
LV� LQÀQLWHO\� VXSHULRU� WR� WKH�SURSKHWV��
the angels and everything else. “The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided 
SXULÀFDWLRQ� IRU� VLQV�� KH� VDW� GRZQ�
at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven” [Heb 1:3]. He is equal to the 
Father, He provided salvation and as 
in Psalm 115, He is in the one place 
where mockers and unbelievers least 
expect Him, enthroned in heaven.

Believing Jews would be made to 
feel that their worship was inferior 
EHFDXVH�LW�KDG�QR�VDFULÀFLDO� ODPE��QR�
High Priest, no altar etc. Did they 
really imagine that this “new” way 
of worshiping was acceptable to God. 
The reality is, Christ the lamb of God 
LV�LQÀQLWHO\�VXSHULRU�LQ�+LV�SHUVRQ�DQG�
ZRUN�� )RU�+H� ´ZDV� VDFULÀFHG� RQFH� WR�
take away the sins of many people” 

by John Ross
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>+HE� ����@�� $OO� WKH� VDFULÀFHV� RI� WKH�
Old Testament never took away one 
sin, they were only pointing to what 
Christ was going to do. Psalm 50 
makes it clear that what God wanted 
was worship from the heart and godly 
living.

“THROUGH JESUS,” 
teaches us that our worship and 

service are only acceptable because 
of our Great High Priest, Jesus. We 
should present praise and thanks 

with this understanding.

WHY “CONTINUALLY”? 
A Jew might come with a yearly 

VDFULÀFH��,I�ZH�DUH�LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�
God’s word we will come time and 
again throughout each day. Our 

prevailing attitude should be praise 
and gratitude. Whatever way you 
ORRN�DW�LW��*RG�GHVHUYHV�LQÀQLWHO\�

more praise than we will ever offer 
because of His majestic splendour 

and His wonderful works of creation, 
providence and salvation. 

“OFFER TO GOD”
Some people would not accept our 
praise - they are so “superior” and 
proud. God, who is perfect in every 

way, is pleased to accept praise from 
us. We, although so unworthy in 

ourselves, need not hesitate to offer 
praise in the name of Christ, to our 

Most Holy God. How amazing!

“A SACRIFICE OF 
PRAISE THE FRUIT OF 
LIPS THAT CONFESS 

HIS NAME” 
God wants, “true worshipers (who) 

will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth,” [John 4:23]. Praise and 

gratitude should be our offering, 
whatever our situation.  The Jew 

might think about bringing the fruit 
of the earth as an offering. What God 

wants are words that come from a 
heart that says, “Jesus is Lord.”

Verse 16, “Do not forget to do good and 
to share with others, for with such 
VDFULÀFHV� *RG� LV� SOHDVHG�µ� WKHUH� LV� D�
very practical side to Christianity. We 
need to remember to do good, not in 
order to be saved, but out of gratitude 
for being saved. We should marvel 
and rejoice every time we remember 
that God is pleased with redeemed 
man, with his offering of praise, with 
his gratitude, with our good deeds all 
because of Jesus.

:KHQ� ZH� ZDWFK� QDWXUH� RU� VFLHQWLÀF�
programmes, or listen to music or 
spend time in the hills or on the sea 
or wherever, God’s handiwork is so 
evident, we should be thanking and 
praising God for such a wonderful 
world. He made all things and He is 
greater than all things. God’s care and 
provision, past and present, in our 
own and other people’s lives, should 
DOVR�ÀOO�XV�ZLWK�WKDQNV�DQG�SUDLVH�
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We should praise and thank God 
from the very depths of our being 
for Himself, His wisdom, goodness, 
righteousness, holiness, truthfulness, 
faithfulness, power, majesty, and His 
LQÀQLWH�ORYH�LQ�JLYLQJ�+LV�EHORYHG�6RQ��
:H�VKRXOG�EH�RYHUÁRZLQJ�ZLWK�SUDLVH�
and thanks for Jesus, coming into this 
world, silencing His critics, performing 
each miracle, each  teaching, laying 
down His life, His resurrection, His 
ascension, His intercession and much 
more.  

We should abound with praise 
to the Holy Spirit for His power, 
+LV� LQÁXHQFH�� +LV� LQGZHOOLQJ� DQG�
comforting us. For Calvary, for grace, 

for forgiveness, escape from hell, 
election, heaven, angels, being more 
than conquerors, eternal life. The 
list friend is inexhaustible and our 
only reasonable service is, to offer our 
ERGLHV� DV� OLYLQJ� VDFULÀFHV�� KRO\� DQG�
pleasing to God. [cf Rom 12:1].

May we then praise God with all our 
heart as long as we breath. May He 
look into our hearts and see endless 
praise and thankfulness. May praise 
be our constant pleasure and gratitude 
an ever deepening attitude. We will 
QHYHU�ÀQG� DQ\WKLQJ� LQ�2XU�KHDYHQO\�
Father, or Our divine Saviour or in the 
divine Comforter that does not deserve 
praise, thanks and our best service.

“NAKED I CAME FROM MY 
MOTHER’S WOMB, AND NAKED I 

WILL DEPART.
THE LORD GAVE AND THE LORD HAS 

TAKEN AWAY; MAY THE NAME OF 
THE LORD BE PRAISED.”

JOB 1:21
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TAIN & FEARN
We are thankful for the prayers of 
our brothers and sisters in the APC 
and for the blessings of God upon our 
congregation.

We are currently studying 1 Samuel 
in the mornings and seeing again 
and again in the life of David, God’s 
anointed, that the Spirit of Christ 
in the prophets was predicting the 
sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow [1 Peter 1:11]. No 
wonder the angels stooped to look into 
these things! 

The Minister will be starting a series 
on Church Discipline in the evenings. 
Robert Murray M’Cheyne wrote that 
KH�DW�ÀUVW�WKRXJKW�WKDW�SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�
prayer was his only responsibility as 
a minister and he even resented the 
Church discipline cases that came 
before the Kirk Session. But God led 
him to see the vast importance of 
church discipline. He wrote that “a 
new light broke in upon my mind, and 
I saw that if preaching be an ordinance 
of Christ, so is church discipline. I now 

feel very deeply persuaded that both 
are of God. . . Both are Christ’s gift, 
and neither is to be resigned without 
sin.”

We experienced rich blessing when 
Paul Gibson, former Minister of Tain 
Parish Church, preached for us at our 
Communion Season. Following the 
morning communion we enjoyed a 
lunch together with quite a number of 
visitors.

We ran Christianity Explored in the 
Seaboard Hall in Hilton. We pray 
WKRVH� DWWHQGHG� UHFHLYHG� JUHDW� SURÀW�
from it.

Since September we have enjoyed 
Derek McPhail worshipping amongst 
us and occasionally taking a service. 
Derek has taken a year out from his 
job to receive training at Cornhill 
Scotland and is doing his placement 
ZLWK�XV��7KDW�ÀQLVKHV�LQ�-XQH�

We eagerly anticipate the 
commencement, and even more, the 
completion of renovation work on the 
Hilton building.
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EDINBURGH
Our very sincere thanks for your 
prayers and generous support, both 
are greatly needed. There is always too 
much to do, however we believe time is 
well spent writing these updates. 
 
We now do breakfast and bible on 
Sunday at the 11.30 meeting. This 
very simple act of  kindness has 
brought in a few new faces and made 
some old ones return. 
 
The food bank, which is operating low 
key due to reasons beyond our control, 
and we suspect will eventually be 
very  busy, is greatly appreciated by 
FOLHQWV�DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�DQG�PRUH�ÀHOG�
workers from the professional caring 
sector are getting in touch. 
  
Various people come and go, and we 
hope and pray that everlasting good 
will come to them. The regulars cover 
much the same spectrum as a larger 
congregation and it is a great privilege 
to serve them. 
 
New volunteers have been drawn by 
the desire to help in the foodbank. 
Some long serving volunteers have 
moved on and we trust their time with 
us has been a blessing to them as it 
certainly has been to us. There is a 
good attitude among the volunteers 
and we are often amazed at how much 
they give of themselves.
 
An old (90+ years) Christian lady, 
from another congregation, who lives 
a few doors from the shop very kindly 
made an Easter gift for the children 
who come. They were delighted.

Morag was asked to speak at a ladies 
meeting on the other side of town and 

felt that it didn’t go well. However it 
resulted in, far and away, our best 
ever donation of toys. Our other 
speaking engagements/slots are 
opportunities to tell about the food 
bank, Blythswood and above all exalt 
the name and teaching of Christ.
 
Mike Ogborne, the Blythswood pastor 
preached for us on March 22nd. and it 
was a very good visit. As was the one 
the following day from a representative 
from Global Action. 
 
We pray for more helpers, especially 
on the Spiritual side, because this 
is the overwhelming need in this 
area. It is a marvel to us, but we are 
extremely thankful and glad to be in 
this Community. Jacob had to wait 
14 years, and if it takes that long 
and if we are spared, we both feel it 
will be worth every minute to see this 
congregation more established and 
more importantly in love with Christ. 
With God, all things are possible. 
                  
    - John Ross
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FROM THE NEW 
WESTMINSTER CHAPEL,
NEW WESTMINSTER,
BRITISH COLUMBIA - CANADA
The Vancouver congregation which 
for many years met in the City of 
9DQFRXYHU�KDV�IRU�WKH�SDVW�ÀYH�\HDUV�
been meeting in the City of New 
Westminster.  New Westminster is 
a very multi-cultural city, with an 
estimated 126 languages spoken by 
those residing in the community.  Our 
pastor, the Revd. Matandika, who 
is from Malawi, has as his native 
language Chichewa, and although 
far from home has met a number of 
Africans some who speak Chichewa 
and some have joined the congregation 
as members.  Although historically a 
predominately Scottish congregation, 
this is gradually changing.   

The newest member of the 
congregation, Mr Jorge Canedo 
Estrada (who recently joined the 
congregation after being a regular 
attender for about 2 years) is from 
Bolivia/Mexico.  The oldest member 
of the congregation Elizabeth MacKay 
turned 90 on December 25th.  She 
and her sister Rina have been faithful 
members, since the 1920’s.  

Revd. Matandika has commenced a 
series on the Gospel of Mark.  One 
of the key messages in this gospel is 
that when Jesus acted, there was no 
waiting. The action and the response 
immediate.  When God speaks it 
is done.  I would encourage you to 
look at the gospel and see how many 
times this word or a synonym is used.   
Although we often have to wait and be 

patient, when God acts the work will 
be done immediately.    

Over the past few months several 
members have been experiencing 
health challenges.  Several members 
have been unwell and are not able 
to regularly attend services.   Your 
prayers for the congregation and its 
members are deeply appreciated.  

Our regular meetings for mid-week 
and Saturday morning prayer are 
encouraging.  The international 
context our pastor brings has provided 
us with a greater vision for God’s work 
throughout the whole earth.  We know 
that the Lord has promised that the 
whole earth will be full of his glory 
(Habakkuk 2:14), and when we are 
going through trials He says “Call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver you, and you shall glorify me” 
>3VDOP������@�µ��0D\�+LV�JORU\�ÀOO�WKH�
whole earth!

To you I lift up my eyes,
O you who are enthroned in the 
heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants
look to the hand of their master,
as the eyes of a maidservant
to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to the LORD our 
God,
till he has mercy upon us.

(Psalm 123:1-2)
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DUNDEE
We continue to give thanks for the 
fellowship in our congregation. It is 
good to gather together, not only to 
worship together but to be together. 
We have met several times over the 
last few weeks helping in the garden 
at the manse and at out bi-annual visit 
to Eileen’s garden.

We had an enjoyable communion with 
Revd. Derek Petrie from the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in Northern 
Ireland ministering to us on ‘My 
Servant’ in the prelude to Isaiah 53, 
and Laurence MacKenzie preaching at 
night on the trials of the Christian.

We were greatly encouraged when 
two new members were added to our 
communion role having transferred 
their  lines to us. They have 
worshipped with us since last summer 
and have been a wonderful support to 
us in many ways. 

We give thanks for three new faces 
who have come to worship with us 
from the community. Pray that they 
ZRXOG� FRQWLQXH� DQG� ÀQG� D� VSLULWXDO�
home with us. We hope to join with 
Trinity Baptist Church and Hillbank 
Evangelical Church at the end of 
June to hear of the work of Alister 
MacDonald among our serving forces 
through SASRA.

A FESTIVAL of PRAISE 

will be held in
the Community Hall, KYLEAKIN

in association with
Christian Outlook On Lochalsh
on Saturday 16 June at 3pm, DV

Praise led by Highland Harmony Singers,
praising God in singing old and new 

versions
of the Psalms to old and new tunes

ALL WILL BE MADE WELCOME

LEWIS CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE
2012 - CHARLES PRICE 

The Lewis Christian Conference Committee has 
FRQÀUPHG� LW�ZLOO�KROG� LWV�ÀUVW� FRQIHUHQFH� LQ�-XQH�
2012 (DV). The conference will take place from 
Friday 29th June through to Monday 2nd July.  The 
speaker will be Charles Price, the Senior Pastor at 
The Peoples Church, Ontario, Canada.  He spoke 
at the Northern Convention in Inverness in 2010, 
where his preaching was very well received. 
 
The Lewis Christian Conference Committee hold 
an inter-denominational prayer meeting in the 
Stornoway Associated Presbyterian Church every 
month.

The Conference meetings will be held in Stornoway 
High Church and Charles Price will preach in 
the High Church and in Stornoway Free Church 
on the Lord’s Day. All are welcome to attend 
the conference meetings and further details are 
available on the website:
lewischristianconference.wordpress.com
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Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all 
that is within me, bless his holy 
name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
IRUJHW�QRW�DOO�KLV�EHQHÀWV�

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
who healeth all thy diseases;

Who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies;

:KR�VDWLVÀHWK�WK\�PRXWK�ZLWK�JRRG�
things; so that thy youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s.

The Lord executeth righteousness 
and judgment for all that are 
oppressed.

He made known his ways unto 
Moses, his acts unto the children of 
Israel.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy.

He will not always chide: neither 
will he keep his anger for ever.

He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the 
earth, so great is his mercy toward 
them that fear him.

As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us.

Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him.

For he knoweth our frame; he 
remembereth that we are dust.

 As for man, his days are as grass: 
DV�D�ÁRZHU�RI�WKH�ÀHOG��VR�KH�
ÁRXULVKHWK�

For the wind passeth over it, and it 
is gone; and the place thereof shall 
know it no more.

But the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children’s 
children;

To such as keep his covenant, 
and to those that remember his 
commandments to do them.

The Lord hath prepared his throne 
in the heavens; and his kingdom 
ruleth over all.

Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 
that excel in strength, that do his 
commandments, hearkening unto 
the voice of his word.

Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; 
ye ministers of his, that do his 
pleasure.

Bless the Lord, all his works in all 
places of his dominion: bless the 
Lord, O my soul.

PSALM 103
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS TO READ
��*XLOW��*UDFH�DQG�*UDWLWXGH��/HFWXUHV�RQ�WKH�+HLGHOEHUJ�&DWHFKLVP  - by George Bethune
- Grace Abounding to the Worst of Sinners - by John Bunyan
- Commentary on Galatians - by Martin Luther
- Redemption Accomplished & Applied - by John Murray
- The Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life - by Donald S. Whitney
- The Imputation of Adam’s Sin - by John Murray
��7KH�0RUWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�6LQ - by John Owen

DUNDEE
Revd. Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee, 
DD4 7SB
Tel Home: 01382 451798
mobile: 07792 545 243  
email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk 
Dens Road Church
11 Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, 
XVXDOO\�:HG��SP��FRQÀUP�E\�
telephone). Treasurer: Mrs 
Isabella Scrimgeour, 15 Barry 
Downs Park, Barry Road, 
Carnoustie, DD7 7SA
Tel: 07966 594 711   
Communions: Last in March, 
June, September, December

EDINBURGH
Revd. John Ross, 6 Frogston 
Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 7AG    
Tel: 0131 466 6247 
email: jrossapc@googl em ail .com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am 
and 5pm and Bible Study Wed 
7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse 
Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the 
Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, 
Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 
Altour Road, Spean Bridge, 
Inverness-shire, PH34 4EZ
Tel: 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Revd. Dr John C A Ferguson, 
MA, MDiv
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, 
Inverness, IV2 4NB
Tel: 01463 223983 
Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road, 11.30am &  
6pm, Wed 7.30pm.
Tel: 01463 716843
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth 
Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness, 
IV2 4DQ
Tel: 01463 231364
www.sermonaudio.com/
kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, 
April, June, September
Monthly Bible Study in Black 
Isle. For information phone 
Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE & LAIRG & ROGART
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D 
MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg, IV27 4RH 
Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August
LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, 
IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm
Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison 
Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR
Tel. 01863 766251
Communions: Lairg: First in 
June. Rogart: Third in Sept.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh 
Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am 
& 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 2nd & 
3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. 
Treasurer: Mrs Alison Stewart, 
13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron, 
IV54 8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239 
email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating 
between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening 
service Lochinver Free Church 
at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, 
Sutherland, IV27 4SE
Tel 01571 855279
Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na Mara, 
Stoer, Sutherland
Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd. Archibald McPhail, MA, 
MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631 567076
email:
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 
11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 
Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, 
Glenmore Road, Oban,
PA34 4PG
Tel:  01631 566259 Communions: 
First in May and November

CONGREGATIONAL DETAILS



PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh 
congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, 
Lochcarron, IV54 8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239
email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Joint Worship with Free Church, 
Services Inverasdale 10.30am 
(with Sunday School); Aultbea 
12 noon (with Sunday School); 
Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/
Contact: Kenny MacLean, 
Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch, 
IV21 2DB
Tel: 01445 712050
email:
kendunedin@btinternet.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

SKYE AND HARRIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Portree, Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel: 01470 582421 
email:
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com
3RUWUHH�$3&�&KXUFK��6WDIÀQ�
Road - 11am & 4.45pm,    C of S, 
Dunvegan - 12.45 & 6.30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 
1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 2nd, 4th 
Dunvegan. Thurs - Bible Study 
Portree 2nd & 4th at 7.30pm
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Skye, IV51 9P
Tel: 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third 
in March and September, 
'XQYHJDQ��ÀUVW�LQ�-XQH

Harris: Seilabost Primary School 
- 12 noon and 6pm (2nd Sabbath 
each month 6pm service is a joint 
service with and at Scarista 
Church of Scotland
Treasurer: Mr Finlay 
Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris, HS3 3HP
Tel: 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th 
Sept in Scarista C of S

STORNOWAY
Revd. George I Macaskill, BA
¶7KH�*OHEH·��6WRQH\ÀHOG��
Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP   
Tel: 01851 703217
(Church: 07733425498)
email:
gimacaskill@apcstornoway.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 
6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 
Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway,
HS1 2SS, 
Tel: 01851 703796
email:
stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, 
last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, 
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com
Tain Church, Upper King Street 
- 11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 
Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s 
Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. 
Treasurer: Roderick Mackenzie, 
Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain, 
IV20 1TW
Tel: 01862 871000
email:
roderick.mackenzie@geanies.
org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church,
Breadalbane Crescent - 11am, 
Strathy Church - 3pm  Interim 
Moderator: Revd. D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@
uwclub.net Treasurer: Wick: Mrs 
0DU\�7D\ORU��'L[RQÀHOG��7KXUVR��
KW14 8YN
Tel: 01847 892005
Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 
113 Strathy Point, by Thurso, 
KW14 7RY,
Tel: 01641 541316
Communions: Wick: last in April, 
Strathy: second in September

ABROAD

NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, 
Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
CHurCH WebsiTe:
www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services:
Sunday School: 1pm, Morning 
Worship: 11am, Evening 
Worship: 6.30pm
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study: 7.30pm.

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Revd. A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 
APC Manse, Polvinister Road, 
Oban, PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631-567076   
email:
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd. John van Eyk 
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
email: jvaneyk@gmail .com

GENERAL TREASURER OF PRESBYTERY
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie
3 Sunnybank Lane
Greetland, Halifax,
West Yorkshire,  HX4 8LN
Tel: 01422 604458
email:
laurence.r.mackenzie@
btinternet.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 
‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ 
Tel: 01463 772253
email:
donald@stratharris.freeserve.
co.uk

EDITOR OF ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd. Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee. 
DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
email: donandmargo@me.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, 
Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
email: pastor@
newwestminsterchapel.org

OUR SCOTTISH CHARITY NO IS:
SC 02313
APC  WEBSITE ADDRESS IS:
WWW.APCHURCHES.ORG


