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SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS FOR APC NEWS
The APC News is published 6 times per year on the 1st weekend of the 2nd month, 
beginning with the January/ February issue. The cost is £10 per year including postage and 
is considered as a donation.

NOTE FOR CONGREGATIONS
Each congregation must contribute a minimum of £240 per annum towards the APC News 
Fund as arranged with the treasurer Mr Donald M Fraser. This is to be considered as a 
donation towards the sustaining of the magazine. Congregations can, if they so wish, charge 
for their own distribution of the magazine, or give them away free. Cheques should be made 
out to ‘APC News’ and sent to the address below.

Please state if acknowledgment of donation is required.

Mr D M Fraser, Publications Treasurer
‘Stratharris’, Daviot, by Inverness, IV2 5XQ
TELEPHONE: 01463-772253
EMAIL: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk
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Lord Mackay assisted by his granddaughter Becky Cambell are pictured cutting the Celebration Cake, which reads 
”Do to others as you would have them do to you” Luke 6:31    ...See story on page 20
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WITHOUT CHRIST'S 
MINISTRY THERE 
WOULD BE NO
MINISTRIES.
ALL MINISTRIES ARE 
SUB-MINISTRIES 
UNDER HIM.

CHRIST IS THE supreme minister of grace 
and gifts - or as our Confession states, He is 
the only Mediator between God and man. All 
other ministries are sub-ministries under 
Him. Without Christ’s ministry there would 
be no ministries. The Church and believers 
only minister from what they in turn have 
received in and from Christ.

Christ of course, ministers to us in each of 
His three offices, as a Prophet and as a 
Priest and as a King. Each of these offices 
has a distinct function and 
ministry. We humans can 
only minister as individuals 
with the gifts endowed to 
us. God simply blesses our 
efforts at conveying in word 
or deed, His love and His 
mercy to others. Jesus is 
Himself the Prophet of all 
prophets, He is the Priest 
who actually and personally 
offered up Himself as a 
sacrifice, and He is the King 
of all kings and Lord of all 
lords.
Ministry is a calling from 
God. Christ did not assume 
the high office of ‘only Mediator’. His Father 
called Him to the office and work. Just as “no 
one takes this honour for himself, but only 
when called by God”, so Christ did not 
appoint Himself for the glorious work of 
redeeming mankind, but “was appointed by 
Him who said to Him, ‘You are My Son’ ” 
[Heb 5:4,5]. In holy obedience to His Father, 
Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, 
humbled Himself and deliberately took our 
exact human nature, except the sin. 

We hear today about our soldiers in Afghani-
stan not being equipped for the task at hand, 
but the Lord Jesus Christ was in and of 
Himself equipped to enter our sin-darkened 
world and defeat Satan and all the powers of 
darkness and obtain salvation for His 
people. Christ was anointed above measure 
with the Holy Spirit, having in Him all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge and was 
full of grace and truth. 

In ministering to us prophetically, Christ’s 
life is a pure testimony of 
right living (righteousness) 
which when observed 
convicts us of our shortcom-
ings. In reading of His 
upright and godly life, of 
His compassion and love, 
and of His holy responses to 
all that life threw at Him, 
we recognise our own 
personal failings - which 
are indeed nothing less 
than sins of omission as 
well as commission. As we 
contemplate His life, His 
Holy Spirit enlightens our 
minds and understandings 

in what righteousness really consists in, and 
convicts us of our need of complete regenera-
tion. The prophetic ministry of Christ as 
Mediator, makes the gospel meaningful and 
relevant.

The ministry of Christ is administered 
through the Holy Spirit’s operation on our 
minds and hearts. We are not privileged to 
witness first hand as those who lived during 
His lifetime on earth, His wonderful works. 

EDITORIAL

THE MINISTRY OF CHIRST
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However, we lose nothing of the blessing 
which these favoured contemporaries of 
Christ enjoyed, for the Holy Spirit reveals to 
us the great and deep truths of God. In fact, 
we are more privileged now in having the 
finished canon of truth readily to hand in the 
Word of God informing us of all that He is 
and has done for us. The apostle Peter was 
able to confidently say “we have a more sure 
word of prophecy” in Scripture (than the 
exhilarating experience of the transfigura-
tion) [2 Pet 3:19 AV]. 
Reading Holy Scripture is encountering the 
Holy Spirit (see Hywel Jones’ articles, in 
July/August and September/October issues). 
Christ ministers to us in His Word by the 
Holy Spirit, so we are no less privileged 
today than those who actually saw the 
miracles and wonderful works of Christ.
In the Word, Christ reveals to us the 
‘unknown’ things of the spiritual world. We 
are entirely dependent on God’s revelation of 
Himself and reality, for unbelievers can only 
guess and have vague ideas of reality and 
truth and spiritual things. The minds of the 
world are darkened regarding spiritual 
things. Only God’s Word can inform us 
accurately of the spiritual world, and what 
lies ahead for us after we leave this life. 
Christ’s prophetic ministry to us in Word 
and Spirit is essential for our well being.

Christ also ministers to us in His office of 
priest. In history, He was both the sacrifice 
and the priest who offered the sacrifice. 
Those living with Him on earth stated that 
He was the Great High Priest who not only 
sympathised with us, but actually did 
something about our plight. Uncomplaining-
ly and willingly He became the victim of 
God’s wrath and curse in order to administer 
salvation to us. 
His sacrifice ended the Levitical priesthood, 
which was only a ‘show and symbol’ of the 
real Priest. However Christ continues in His 
role of the Great High Priest. In the heavens, 
before the presence of God, Christ continues 
His calling to priesthood by interceding for 
us before the Father. He takes our ‘offerings’ 

of praise, thankfulness, prayers and good 
deeds, and sprinkles them all with His blood, 
cleansing them from all their imperfections 
and presenting them to the Father in His 
Name. Without this sprinkling of His blood 
all our prayers and good deeds would not be 
accepted. Christ’s watchful eye is always 
upon His people down below, monitoring 
their every move and interceding for all their 
weaknesses and failures. Christ is now in 
heaven representing us before the Father 
and saying  ‘I and the children You gave Me’! 

Finally, Christ also ministers to us in His 
office of King of kings. Having delivered us 
out of Satan’s kingdom and place us in His 
own Kingdom, he protects us as the apple of 
His eye. We are precious and no real lasting 
harm can befall us. We are precious to Him. 

As our King He provides for our every need, 
both physically and spiritually. Christ even 
equips us with armoury to defend against  
any enemy who may venture to attack us, so 
that we have “strength in His might”.  As 
Paul illustrates in Ephesians chapter 6, He 
has given us a sword, a breastplate, a 
helmet, shoes, a shield, and a belt to fight 
the good fight of faith. And of course we have 
the great resource of prayer which God has 
guaranteed to answer for our good. 

To help us through this life and find the best 
possible enjoyment and peace, He has given 
us rules and regulations (His Law), which 
seem to the world to be nothing but 
‘kill-joys’, but are actually defenses against 
the ills of the world. In addition, He has 
given us innumerable promises which He 
has pledged as our eternal security.

HALLELUJAH FOR CHRIST,
OUR MINISTER
AND MEDIATOR.



6

P A K I S T A N  P E R S E C U T I O N  O F  T E E N A G E R
A young teenager with Downs Syndrome, Rimsha Masih, was accused of blasphemy and 
burning Muslim scriptures by a local imam and was put on death row in Pakistan. She was 
beaten and imprisoned. The lawyer acting for the imam called for her to be killed extra-ju-
dicially if acquitted by the courts. Over 300 local Christian families had to flee their homes 
in Mehrabad during a violent backlash by Muslims. In an amazing turn of events, reports 
came that the Imam’s own deputy at the mosque blew the whistle on his leader, claiming 
that the imam himself had burned the pages of the Koran and planted them on the girl. 
Bail was granted to the girl on 7 September when she was finally released, but she and her 
family are still under threats. Despite the evidence of the deputy, she is still to be tried 
under the Juvenile System Ordinances. Scottish Christians and other supporters of 
religious freedom gathered outside the Pakistani Consulate in Glasgow on 31 August to 
protest against the case. Please pray for Rimsha’s complete release and protection and give 
thanks for the courage of the imam’s deputy.

F R E E  S P E E C H  C O N C E R N
A group of comedians, gay rights campaigners and Christians gathered outside Parliament 
in the name of free speech. Standing with Stonewall front-man Peter Tatchell was Simon 
Calvert of the Christian Institute. They were calling for the Government to amend the 
wording of Section Five of the 1986 Public Order Act. According to the campaign group, 
Reform Section Five, the offending section of law currently outlaws ‘insulting words or 
behaviour’. The Reform Section 5 campaign which unites left and right, Christians and 
Secularists, want the law changed in the name of free speech. Mr Tatchell, as a veteran 
human rights campaigner, was himself arrested under Section 5 while protesting against 
Iran’s treatment of homosexuals. The campaign is led in Parliament by David Davis MP 
and has the support of more than 60% of all members. According to a campaign spokes-
man, the Home Office is now six months overdue in responding to its own consultation on 
the matter. See www.reformsection5.org.uk for more case studies, and information on the 
law and the campaign. Please pray that free speech would not in any way be curtailed so 
that the gospel and the teaching of the Bible will be permitted in all places.

V I C T O R Y  F O R  P R O - L I F E R S
A district judge in Brighton on 17 September struck out all charges against pro-life 
campaigner Andrew Stephenson, while the previous week the case against his fellow 
campaigner, Kathryn Sloane, was dismissed during the same trial. Andrew and Kathryn 
were arrested in June 2011 for showing pictures of aborted babies outside the Wistons 
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BPAS abortion clinic in Brighton. They belong to campaign group Abort67, which has held 
peaceful demonstrations outside the clinic for the past five years. Following the outcome of 
the case, lawyers representing the pair were seeking an urgent meeting with leaders of the 
Association of Chief Police Officers to examine how the Public Order Act is being interpret-
ed and used by police with regard to public expressions and demonstration, especially that 
motivated by religious belief. Andrea Williams of Christian Concern said ‘Flowing from 
their Christian faith, Andrew and Kathryn are motivated by their concern for women 
considering abortion and their conviction that all life is precious in God’s sight and needs to 
be protected’. Christian Concern

S Y R I A ’ S  F A I T H F U L  W I T N E S
The Lord has been gracious to His people in Syria, MERF reported in September. Pastors 
in Aleppo report encouraging witness to unbelievers in the midst of turmoil. Despite recent 
attempts by Islamists to establish a foothold in Aleppo, the city where many Christians 
live, the Lord has protected His people. Through the generosity of many, MERF diaconal 
funds are being used by local churches to provide food and medicines to the needy in 
Aleppo, Damascus and elsewhere. The sizeable number of sick and disabled people, as well 
as widows and orphans, especially need prayer as they suffer most. The number of jobless 
has also risen significantly. Prices of food and necessities have rocketed, impacting many 
lives. Praise God for the faithful witness of the church in Syria. Further information can be 
had from: www.merf.org/www.powerofchristatwork.net

S R I  L A N K A
On 9 August, a senior pastor and his wife from Deniyaya in Matara district were set upon 
by a mob of around 40 men, accompanied by five Buddhist monks and a local government 
official. Their motorbike was cut up by a 4x4 vehicle, and the assailants descended on them 
carrying rocks. The pastor was dragged along the ground and beaten by the mob, who 
threatened to kill him if he did not stop spreading Christianity. He suffered injuries to his 
legs and body. Barnabus Fund

N O R T H  K O R E A
Though sources confirm that North Korea has eased or lifted a number of restrictions - 
such as bans on western foods - since Kim Jong Un succeeded his father Kim Jong Il at the 
end of December 2011, according to a report in August, there is no evidence of any improve-
ment in the condition of the persecuted church there. Ryan Morgan an analyst with Inter-
national Christian Concern Asia, said: ‘The regime still has up to 70,000 Christians locked 
away in virtual concentration camps’. Morgan added that a Christian believer and three 
generations of his or her family can still go to prison for life for just owning a Bible. ‘We’re 
hoping and praying this changes soon, but we have not seen any sign of it yet’. Believers in 
North Korea continue to tread softly because of the nation’s history of persecution, as well 
as the message from the new dictator that ‘he is in control’ and ‘will do anything to keep 
hold of power’, according to an Open Door USA source. Open Doors lists North Korea No 1 
on its list of worst persecutors of Christians in the world.
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WHOSE SERVANT AND WHY?
He is not our servant, for he is Lord of all. 
He can only be the servant of God. 
That is stated through the Prophet Isaiah. 
"Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my 
chosen in whom my soul delights" (42:1). 
In that chapter God describes his servant's 
task as " to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness." 
Jesus quoted those words in the synagogue 
at Nazareth and said they applied to him. 
Isaiah's 'Servant Songs' have the theme of 
bringing God's people back to him (Isaiah 
49:5-6). 

Too often we think of salvation in a self 
centred way. We forget that the Fall was 
God's loss as well as ours. The Prophecy of 
Hosea expresses his longing for reconcilia-
tion. This reminds us of Jesus' parables of 
the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the prodi-
gal son. "There is joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents" (Luke 15). 
Bringing Israel back to God was not the 

only goal of Christ’s service. He is also "a 
light to the nations that my salvation may 
reach to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 
49:6). Jesus commanded his church to 
preach the gospel "to every creature" (Mark 
16:15) and to baptise them in the name of 
the Holy Trinity - an evidence of reconcilia-
tion between God and man. 

FIRST STAGE
Since the first hint of redemption the Son 
of God has been at work. Through the days 
of Noah and Abraham he maintained a line 
of people who kept covenant with God. In 
Moses’ day he established God's covenant 
with Israel at Sinai. In later years he gave 
his Spirit to the prophets to keep them in 
the ways of God. It was all a preparation 
for his coming. 

SECOND STAGE
The second stage of his ministry was 
performed in person in the world. That is 
what Paul refers to in Philippians 2.
It involved his incarnation

by Rev. Dr. Archie McPhail - Oban

CHRIST’S MINISTRY – AN OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION
The night Jesus was betrayed he said to his disciples, "I 

am among you as one who serves." Paul describes Him as 
" taking the form of a servant". That raises two questions, 
"Whose servant was he?" and, "What service did (or does) 

he perform? 
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- God becoming man. In that condition 
Jesus could say, “I always do the things 
that are pleasing to him” (John 8:28). He 
lived by the Father’s instructions, even 
quoting in his temptation the truth that 
“man shall not live by bread alone but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of 
God”.
 
The kingdom of heaven had begun on 
earth. God was calling his people to return. 
So there is a deep poignancy in John's 
words, "He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him" (John 1:11). 
Reconciliation would be hard to achieve.
Part of his ministry was teaching his 
people. He described the ways of God's 
kingdom (e.g. in the Sermon on the Mount). 
He also pointed to the renewal of all things 
by healing people from every kind of 
illness. But more was needed. 
There had to be a desire for God on the part 
of his people - "a new heart will I give you" 
(Ezekiel 36:26). Before that blessing could 
come their guilt had to be removed. Accord-
ingly the Spirit points us in Philippians 2 
to the climax of Jesus’ service – he bore 
their curse on the cross. That was his great 
act of obedience. The High Priest of Old 
Testament times had been superseded by 
one who could indeed put sin away by 
offering himself in our place (Hebrews 
10:8-10). Consequently forgiveness can 
now be proclaimed in his name, and the 
Holy Spirit can be given.
 
Every aspect of this ministry Jesus 
performed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
“I have put my Spirit upon him” (Isaiah 
42:1). As soon as he was inducted into the 
work by baptism the Spirit came from 
heaven and rested on him. When he cast 
our demons it was “by the finger of God”.  
And the perfection of his offering at Calva-
ry was “through the Eternal Spirit” 
(Hebrews 9:14).

THIRD STAGE
Many Old Testament promises spoke of the 
Holy Spirit’s work as the great blessing of 
the Messianic age. John the Baptist spoke 
of Jesus as baptising with the Holy Spirit. 
And Jesus told his disciples that he would 
send the Holy Spirit to them. 
The giving of the Spirit of God is a large 
part of the service he performs in heaven. 
The Spirit applies the benefits of Christ’s 
redemption convicting of sin, bringing dead 
souls to life, and making Christ precious to 
them. He works in the church at large, 
animating and coordinating. In that way 
he is building up a people who are for God. 
It is the Holy Spirit who does that work. 
Christ’s work in heaven is to intercede for 
people, and in that way to receive the 
Spirit from the Father for those people 
(Ephesians 4:7-16). “He is able to save to 
the uttermost those who draw near to God 
by him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). In 
that way, and by his Word, Christ is build-
ing and ruling his church.
This is part of the reward God promised 
him for the service he rendered on earth. 

COMPLETION
Christ’s return will mark the completion of 
his ministry. “Then comes the end, when 
he delivers the kingdom to God the Father” 
(1 Corinthians 15:24). His glory will be 
seen in the multitude of people he has 
redeemed, reconciled to God, and trans-
formed into his likeness. Thus He will be 
the object of admiration and praise. 
Then he will usher his beloved people into 
the Father’s house to be with him forever. 
Love that was once one-sided will be 
mutual.

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE INVITED TO THE 
MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB”
(REVELATION 19:9). 
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With these words from the OT, God codified 
and formalized the means whereby the 
sacrifice of innocent animals takes place as a 
vicarious payment for sin, payment rightly 
owed by sinners. In the Torah, there were 
several related motives for performing sacrific-
es. Central were the ideas of propitiation, 
expiation, and reconciliation. “Atonement” is 
the word coined to explain a state of reconcilia-
tion achieved by covering over or appeasing 
the justified wrath of a wronged party, usually 
by a payment in the form of a sacrifice. Atone-
ment (originally “at onement”) is an inclusive 
noun incorporating three related Biblical ideas 
central to the restoration of a positive, friendly 
relationship with God. Let’s now take a 
necessarily brief look at these ideas.

Propitiation means the appeasement or 
satisfaction of an offended party. Imagine the 
anger of a person wronged by another—one 
party in a relationship steals from the other, 
or lies, or betrays trust or in some way dishon-
ours the other. Imagine the anger felt by the 
injured party. If any hope of repairing the 
relationship exists, the righteous anger of the 
injured party must in some commensurate 
way be satisfied or neutralized. Propitiation 
occurs when the demands for restitution from 
the injured party are acceded to in some way.
Expiation means the compensating payment 
of a penalty for wrong or harm done. Again in 

our hypothetical example imagine what the 
injured party would expect in order to set 
things right. If lied to, she would expect 
nothing but truth from then on, if stolen from, 
she would expect repayment in kind, if 
betrayed she would demand trust and loyalty. 
This idea is imperfectly expressed in the law of 
talion, the legal principle of making the 
punishment correspond to the crime. In 
human terms, the ultimate law of talion is life 
for life. Nevertheless, God has determined, 
according to His perfect righteousness, that 
sin is the greatest harm and as such the 
sinner is worthy of death as the appropriate 
penalty.

Reconciliation means the return of friendly 
relations after an estrangement. Think of the 
estranged people in our previous hypothetical 
example, one in which a formerly positive 
relationship, due to the actions of one person, 
becomes marred or spoiled. The relationship 
begins to break apart and both parties suffer. 
Not only that, the separation increases, the 
relationship worsens until finally there seems 
no hope of restoration. How often does this 
happen to married people, let alone good 
friends? Reconciliation must occur in order for 
healing to take place. This reconciliation 
results from acts of propitiation and expiation. 
We don’t often understand our personal 
relationships this way, however, this is the 

by James Gunn

THE ATONEMENT 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it 
to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it 

is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement” 
(Lev. 17:11)
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process that must take place for those who 
become estranged after being on intimate
terms (Matt. 5:22-24).
Our sin has estranged us from God (Gen. 3:8). 
Moreover, we—being dead in our sin—are 
eternally unable to overcome this estrange-
ment and effect reconciliation. If—as the 
Westminster Larger Catechism declares as 
our purpose and end—we are to have a right 
relationship with God, enjoying Him forever, 
then only He is able—through sovereign 
grace—to effect that reconciliation.

Our estrangement is the result of our breaking 
God’s moral law, which is sin. We become 
aware of sin in this way though, only when we 
have some standard by which to make a 
comparison. Now, the breaking of a law 
implies a prior agreement between two parties 
to uphold that law. In this case, the 
agreement—commonly called a covenant—is 
between mankind and God, with God dictating 
the terms. These terms (or governing 
conditions) we know as the moral law, summa-
rized in the Ten Commandments. (They were 
not given to Israel only, on Sinai, but to all 
mankind and are in universal, permanent 
effect.) Consequently, if we were able to live by 
this law perfectly, our positive relationship 
with God would never have been marred in the 
first place. 

In the law portions of the Torah, this reconcili-
ation—atonement—was provisionally enabled 
through the rites of animal sacrifice, until the 
coming of God’s Suffering Servant (Isa. 
53:4-6). However, even though these specific 
regulations of the law were given to God's 
chosen people as a gift for attaining reconcilia-
tion, the Bible tells us these rituals had no 
permanent effect (Heb. 10:1-4). What was 
ultimately required then, was a permanent 
sacrifice of atonement; a sacrifice that was 
also perfect or complete. In order to bring this 
about, a new covenant had to be established 
and this could only be done through a perfect 
sacrifice, “For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no occasion 
sought for a second. For finding fault with 
them, He says, ‘Behold, days are coming, says 
the LORD, when I will effect a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah’” (Heb. 8:7-8). Just how did God 
determine to reconcile us with Himself in the 
bonds of a new, permanent covenant? Through 
the most amazing, unexpected and awe-inspir-
ing way imaginable, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

The magnitude of God’s decision is staggering. 
Knowing as He did that mankind’s sin was 
overpowering and that we are slaves to our sin 
with no hope of redemption on our own, He 
came to us and paid His own penalty, the 
penalty that only He could pay. The penalty 
was death, a sacrificial death to propitiate His 
own wrath and to expiate sin for the last time, 
and so finally reconciling us to Him. God in 
the person of the Father sent God in the 
person of the Son to die on the cross as a 
sacrifice for the sins of humanity. 

Therefore, Jesus became the ultimate and 
final sin offering; the consummation of a new 
covenant and a new, reconciled relationship 
with God through God’s planned and deliber-
ate sacrifice of His own Son on the cross of 
Glory. “Men of Israel, listen to these words: 
Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by 
God with miracles and wonders and signs 
which God performed through Him in your 
midst, just as you yourselves know—this Man 
delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God—you nailed to a cross by 
the hands of godless men and put to death” 
(Acts 2:22-23).

We see that our Lord made the final and 
complete payment for sin and this full willing-
ly. His death covers over or cancels all our 
debts. As well, God imputes the righteousness 
of His Son to us, not because of our worthi-
ness, not because we are in any way deserving, 
but simply because God loves us,

“THEREFORE THERE IS NOW NO CONDEMNATION FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE IN CHRIST JESUS. FOR THE LAW OF THE 
SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS HAS SET YOU FREE FROM 
THE LAW OF SIN AND OF DEATH” (ROM. 8:1).
AMEN.



Rev. Dominic Smart - 
speaker at this year's 
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The Subject 
this year was 
“Normal Chris-
tianity”, as 
distinct from 
“Typical Chris-
tianity”.   The 
point made is 
that “Normal 
Christianity” is 
what the Bible 
teaches, while 
“Typical Chris-

tianity” is what most Christians seem 
to have.  Too often culture and tradi-
tion, rather than the Bible,  have 
shaped our Christianity.                                                     

Using two passages from Paul’s 
Letter to the Philippians, the Confer-

ence Speaker gave two talks, entitled, 
“Christ First, Whatever” and “Others 
Next, Whatever”. The force of the 
word “Whatever”, in both titles,  
refers to the priority of Christ and of 
Others, no matter the circumstances. 
We tend to use the word “Whatever” 
as a throw-away expression, but for 
Paul  the  “Whatever” is at the heart 
of “Normal Christianity”.   Our Chris-
tianity is not a mere convenience, but 
a matter of life-shaping conviction. It 
is  relational, so continues at home, in 
school, at work or at play. No circum-
stance should move us away from the 
divine priority that we have Christ 
first, and that we love and serve 
others before we serve ourselves.
  

by Rev. Dr. Malcolm MacInnes

APC  CONFERENCE 2012: 
SUMMARY REPORT

The Conference was Chaired by Rev Dr John Ferguson, 
and the Guest Speaker was Rev Dominic Smart.  Times of 
community singing were led by Mr Kenneth Maclean, and 
a delicious lunch was provided from the Kingsview Kitch-

en, so the needs of those present were well met.
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Paul, in Philippians, chapters 1 and 
2, outlines Normal Christianity.    For 
the Apostle, it is a delight that Christ 
is preached. Whatever the circum-
stances, and whatever even the 
motives of the preacher,  if Jesus 
Christ is preached, we are to be 
delighted. In Paul’s case, he was a 
prisoner, but he turned that to advan-
tage, because he had a captive audi-
ence in the men who were appointed 
to guard him.  In this way  the Gospel 
of  Jesus gained access to the very 
heart of the Roman Empire. This 
providence was God’s strategy, and 
Paul, although a prisoner, gladly used 
the opportunity to get the good news 
into Caesar’s household.
 
The Conference Speaker’s next theme 
was Exalted in our lives. This is 
where we come to the remarkable 
statement: For me to live is Christ; to 
die is gain.  For a Christian expres-
sion of commitment, there can be no 
greater than this. Christians are 
familiar with it and quote it.  We 
know it sounds  good,  and is rich to 
express self-abandonment to Jesus.  
We take it from the Bible, but, where 
did Paul read it?  The Letter to the 
Philippians was not yet fully written 
for him to give us a quote from it. No 
one told him this is the right senti-
ment to have.  These words were 
fresh, original, and from the depth of 
his renewed heart, filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  Paul saw that his body, 
in which he lived life here, was given 
him, not for himself, but for Jesus 
Christ.  He saw life’s richest experi-
ences lay  in a life  lived here for 

Jesus, and that beyond this earthly 
scene there is a better life in glory 
after we breathe our last. 

In the second session the Conference 
Speaker used chapter 2 to teach about 
the unity of the church. Individualism 
has blighted not only society but has 
crept into church life. Each person is 
saved at a personal level, but in being 
saved the person becomes part of the 
body of Christ. The corporate nature 
of the church is evident in that the 
Letter was sent to a group of people, 
and they would be together exposed to 
its teaching.  The Speaker suggested 
shifting the focus of church life from 
‘one man at the front teaching’ to  ‘a 
group of people doing something 
together.’  In this way church 
becomes not just a ‘Bible teaching 
ministry church’, but a  ‘Bible learn-
ing church’, where all are learning 
together, becoming closer in fellow-
ship and service to one another. In 
church life, we rejoice together, we 
suffer together, and we support one 
another.  So the body functions as a 
body. Christians develop wholesome 
relationships together, resulting in a 
wholesome church.  Such a church 
will not be institutional, but relation-
al, governed not by protocol, but in 
love.

We express appreciation to all who 
helped to make the day a good one, 
and our prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
will continue to apply these Biblical 
truths to our hearts and so shape our 
lives.



For the sake of the Sunday before 
Christmas we are taking a little detour 
from our usual exposition of Romans 11. 
But the path to Micah 5 does not lead far 
away from the burden of Romans 11. The 
burden of Romans 11 is to answer the 
question: Has God rejected his people, 
Israel? Is he finished with Israel, or is 

there a future for this people in Christ?
Micah, like most of the prophets, was 
burdened by that same question in view 
of Israel's sin and God's judgment. Micah 
is writing at the same time as Isaiah in 
the 8th century before Christ and was 
alive when Assyria captured the north-
ern kingdom and took the ten tribes into 

A Sermon by John Piper

FROM LITTLE BETHLEHEM
WILL COME A RULER IN ISRAEL

Micah 5:1–6
Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid 
against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the 

cheek. 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is 

from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has given 

birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the 
people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 

name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5 And he 

shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our 
land and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against 
him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; 6 they shall 
shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land 

of Nimrod at its entrances; and he shall deliver us from 
the Assyrian when he comes into our land and treads 

within our border.
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captivity. He knew this was all owing to 
God's judgment. So the question of 
Israel's future was heavy in his mind.
Look at verse 3: "Therefore he [God] 
shall give them [Israel under God's 
judgment] up until the time when she 
who is in labor has given birth [referring 
to the time of the coming of the Messi-
ah]; then the rest of his brothers shall 
return to the people of Israel." Typically 
prophets are vague about timing. "Then 
the rest of his brothers will return." He 
does not tell us when. It's after the 
Messiah comes, and it's connected with 
his coming, but when he doesn't say. He 
just knows this: The Messiah is coming, 
and his coming will mean some great 
ingathering of Israel.

This is what Paul sees in the prophets 
and teaches in Romans 11. For a season 
there is a hardness on Israel and they 
are unresponsive. But the day is coming 
when the hardness will be taken away, 
and all Israel will be grafted in to the 
tree of true, redeemed Israel--that is, 
into Christ.
Listen to the way Leslie Allen makes the 
connection between Romans 11 and 
Micah 5:
Paul is heir to Micah in Romans 11, 
where in [a] similar vein he views a 
mainly Gentile Church as a lopsided 
thing and looks forward to the time 
when Jewish believers would be added 
in appropriately large numbers. (The 
Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and 
Micah, NICOT, 1976, p. 351).

In other words, when verse 3 says, "The 
rest of his brothers will return," this is 
Micah's way of saying all Israel will be 
saved (Romans 11:25).

But let the focus today be on the wonder 

of the prophesy of Christ's coming. Let it 
be not on the fact that all Israel will be 
saved, but that you and I will be saved 
because this Messiah is coming. And let 
Micah himself help us feel the wonder of 
being saved and the greatness of our 
Savior, Jesus the Messiah.

THE CONNECTION BETWEEN MICAH 5 AND JESUS 
CHRIST

First, let's get the connection between 
Micah 5 and Jesus Christ crystal clear. 
In Matthew 2:1-6 it says:
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him." 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, 
"In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet [then they quote, 
and partially misquote, our text]: 6 "'And 
you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.'"
The chief priests and the scribes knew 
that Micah 5 was a reference to the 
Messiah. So they told King Herod: he 
will be born in Bethlehem. That is why 
God saw to it that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, even though his mother and 
Joseph were living in Nazareth when 
she got pregnant. He had to be born in 
Bethlehem, because he was this ruler of 
Micah 5.

This was the popular understanding 
among the people as well, because in 
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John 7:42 they ask, "Has not the Scrip-
ture said that the Christ comes from the 
offspring of David, and comes from Beth-
lehem, the village where David was?" So 
both the leaders and the people knew 
that Micah 5 predicted the coming of the 
Messiah–the ruler who would be king in 
Israel. And oh so much more than king 
in Israel.
Micah 5:4b says, "For now he shall be 
great to the ends of the earth." The 
coming Messiah–the coming king--was 
not just a tribal king. He would be King 
of kings and Lord of lords. He would be 
great to the ends of the earth, not just in 
Israel.
Now let's look at what Micah tells us 
about Jesus the Messiah.

THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF BETHLEHEM AND THE 
GREAT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ONE BORN THERE

First, is the contrast between the insig-
nificance of Bethlehem and the great 
significance of the one born there. Verse 
2:
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah [an 
old name for Bethlehem meaning "fruit-
ful"; see Genesis 48:7], who are too little 
to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be 
ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days.

Bethlehem is scarcely worth counting 
among the clans of Judah, yet God choos-
es to bring his magnificent Messiah out 
of this town. Why? One answer is that 
the Messiah is of the lineage of David 
and David was a Bethlehemite. That's 
true, but it misses the point of verse two. 
The point of verse two is that Bethlehem 
is small--not that it is great because 
David was born there. (That's what the 
scribes missed in Matthew 2:6). God 
chooses something small, quiet, out of 

the way, and does something there that 
changes the course of history and eterni-
ty.

Why? Because when he acts this way we 
can't boast in the merits or achievements 
of men but only in the glorious mercy of 
God. We can't say, "Well, of course he set 
his favor on Bethlehem, look at the 
human glory Bethlehem has achieved!" 
All we can say is, "God is wonderfully 
free; he is not impressed by our bigness; 
he does nothing in order to attract atten-
tion to our accomplishments; he does 
everything to magnify his glorious 
freedom and mercy."
The apostle Paul puts it like this in 1 
Corinthians 1:27-31.
God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise, God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong, God 
chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, so that no 
human being might boast in the 
presence of God.… Let him who boasts 
boast in the Lord.
God chose a stable so no innkeeper could 
boast, "He chose the comfort of my inn!" 
God chose a manger so that no wood 
worker could boast, "He chose the crafts-
manship of my bed!" He chose Bethle-
hem so no one could boast, "The great-
ness of our city constrained the divine 
choice!" And he chose you and me, freely 
and unconditionally, to stop the mouth of 
all human boasting. This is the point of 
Romans 11 and this is the point of Micah 
5.

The deepest meaning of the littleness 
and insignificance of Bethlehem is that 
God does not bestow the blessings of the 
Messiah--the blessings of salvation--on 
the basis of our greatness or our merit or 
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our achievement. He does not elect cities 
or people because of their prominence or 
grandeur or distinction. When he choos-
es he chooses freely, in order to magnify 
the glory of his own mercy, not the glory 
of our distinctions. So let us say with the 
angels, "Glory to God in the highest!" 
Not glory to us. We get the joy. He gets 
the glory.

CHRIST SECURES FOR US THE PROMISES OF GOD
Then notice a second thing Micah shows 
us about Jesus, the Messiah. He makes 
clear that Christ secures for us the 
promises of God. Christ is the yes of all 
God's promises, so that if you trust 
Christ, you will inherit the promises. 
How does Micah show us this?

Any Jew in those days, hearing Micah 
predict the coming of a ruler out of Beth-
lehem who would feed his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, would think imme-
diately of two people: David the King 
and the coming son of David, the Messi-
ah. There are at least three links with 
David in this text. 1) David was from 
Bethlehem--that's why it was called the 
"city of David." 2) David was a ruler in 
Israel--he was the greatest ruler, a man 
after God's own heart. And 3) David was 
a shepherd as a boy, and later he was 
called the shepherd of Israel (Psalm 
78:71).

The point of these three links with David 
is this: Micah is reasserting the certainty 
of God's promise to David. Recall from 2 
Samuel 7:12-16 that God said to David,
I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come forth from your body and 
I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.… And your house and your 

kingdom shall be made sure for ever 
before me; your throne shall be estab-
lished forever.

The amazing thing about Micah is that 
he reasserts the certainty of this promise 
not at a time when Israel is rising to 
power but at a time when Israel is 
sinking toward oblivion. The northern 
kingdom is destroyed and the southern 
kingdom will come under the judgment 
of God.
The point I am making is this: The 
coming of Christ was the confirmation of 
the promises of God. Here's the way Paul 
put it in Romans 15:8, "Christ became a 
servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs." Or as 
he said in 2 Corinthians 1:20, "All the 
promises of God find their Yes in him." If 
you are in Christ by faith, you will inher-
it all the promises of God. Christmas is 
God's great nullification of all human 
boasting, and confirmation of all divine 
promises. So give up all boasting and 
enjoy all the promises.

CHRIST WILL PROTECT HIS PEOPLE AND GIVE THEM 
PEACE

Finally, Micah shows us that Christ will 
protect his people and give them peace. 
Verse 4:
And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they shall dwell secure, for 
now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.
Look what he offers in this verse.
First, he will stand. He won't lie around 
waiting for us to serve him. He will be on 
his toes, alert, working for those who 
trust him as their shepherd.
Second, he will shepherd his flock. He 
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will not leave us to find our own food. He 
will lead us in green pastures and beside 
still waters. There will be no need unmet 
in Jesus Christ.

Third, he will serve us "in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD his God." His good intentions 
for us will not be hindered by lack of 
strength. The strength of the Lord is 
omnipotent strength. Therefore, if you 
are trusting in Christ, omnipotent 
strength is on your side. Walk behind 
him like a trusting sheep and he will 
overcome every obstacle to your purifica-
tion and joy forever.
Fourth, notice that he shall be great to 
the ends of the earth. There will be no 
pockets of resistance unsubdued. Our 
security will not be threatened by any 
alien forces. Every knee will bow and 
confess him Lord. The whole earth will 
be filled with his glory.

And finally (at the beginning of verse 5) 
he will be our peace. And, yes, in this 
context that includes final, earthly, 
political peace. Micah spoke of it already 
in 4:3:
He shall judge between many peoples, 
and shall decide for strong nations afar 
off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore.

One day the ruler--the King of kings and 
Lord of lords--will return and make that 
a reality. I do not minimize the glory of 
it.
The great Christmas carol will finally be 
fulfilled:
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of his love.

But I end this message with another 
deeper peace. A peace that must happen 
before there can be peace on earth. There 
must be peace between us and God. Our 
unbelief and his wrath must be removed. 
That is our deepest peace--and our 
deepest need at Christmas.

Micah knew it was coming. He had 
experienced it personally (7:8-9). He 
describes it beautifully at the very end of 
his book (Micah 7:18-19)
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniqui-
ty and passing over transgression for the 
remnant of his inheritance? He does not 
retain his anger forever, because he 
delights in steadfast love. 19 He will 
again have compassion on us; he will 
tread our iniquities under foot. You will 
cast all our sins into the depths of the 
sea.

This was the great work of the Messiah 
yet to be done. Yes there were enemies 
on earth that must be defeated if we are 
to have peace. But oh, the great enemy 
called sin and judgment-that is the 
greatest and worst enemy. The gospel at 
Christmas is: This enemy Christ has 
trampled under foot at the cross and for 
everyone who trusts in him their sins are 
cast into the depths of the sea. Therefore 
we say, not glory to us, but glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased! 
Amen.

©2012 Desiring God Foundation. Used 
by Permission. Website: desiringGod.org
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This sweet verse, I well remember, tenderly 
affected some of our souls, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, on that afternoon 
that I was among you. And it is by consider-
ing, and truly believing, the wonderful truth 
which it contains — that we are to be saved 
from sin, and all its bitter and everlasting 
fruits, and to be made partakers of God's 
salvation, with eternal glory.

Think, then, again, my dear young friends, of 
the dignity and glory which Emmanuel left 
— when He came to our earth to save us! 
This we cannot conceive, it is so great and 
glorious. He was gloriously rich. He was not 
a creature — but the Father's "only-begotten 
Son," the brightness of His glory, and the 
express image of His person. And, therefore, 
He was rich from all eternity, not only in 
having all the universe as His own — but in 
possessing all the infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable attributes of the Godhead! 
And yet, mystery of mysteries! He became 
poor! He veiled His divine glory in our weak 
nature, by becoming a man: "He made 

Himself nothing — by taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human likeness."

But this was not all, "he was a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief;" and His 
sufferings and shame were only ended by 
bleeding to death upon the accursed tree! 
This is a mystery which will never be fully 
understood by any creature throughout 
eternity — but will always be forever unfold-
ing new wonders of divine wisdom, power 
and grace — to the souls of redeemed sinners 
and unfallen angels!

But then, what comes next in the verse? "He 
became poor for your sakes — that you 
through his poverty might be made rich!" 
Had He not become thus poor, giving up for 
us — not only all that He possessed — but 
giving Himself for us — we could not have 
been ransomed from the power of sin and 
Satan — but must all have lain down in 
everlasting burnings, lighted up and fanned 
forever and ever by the breath of a holy and 
righteous God!

The following letter was written by Pastor William Burns
to the youth Sunday School class in Edinburgh, Scotland on March 10, 1840

"THINK, ...MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, OF THE
DIGNITY AND GLORY WHICH EMMANUEL LEFT"

My dear young friends,
Some of you remember that sweet and glorious verse, on 

which I spoke a little the first time I was among you. I will 
repeat it, as it is one that ought to be engraved upon all 
our hearts, "You know the grace of the Lord Jesus, who, 

though he was rich — yet for your sakes became poor, that 
you through his poverty might be made rich."
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When we were thus awfully poor, He, in His 
infinite love, became Himself poor — to 
enrich us. The wrath of God was suspended 
over us all, and though all creatures in 
heaven and earth would have tried, even by 
their own death, to save us from it — they 
could no more have done so, than the least 
worm could support the mighty globe! But 
when all hope was at an end, Emmanuel 
interposed Himself in human nature, 
between the wrath of Almighty God above — 
and us, poor guilty perishing sinners, below! 
That wrath descended on Him — it mangled 
His body, it pierced and tortured His soul, 
until He, "the Prince of life," "the Lord of 
glory, died!"

He cried out, "It is finished!" as He bowed 
His head and gave up His spirit — and the 
infinite wrath of God coming down on Him, 
could come no further! Death triumphed 
over Him as man — but He vanquished 
death itself, because He was Jehovah! Divine 
wrath consumed His human nature — but it 
could not injure the golden altar of His 
Divine nature on which that sacrifice was 
consumed! And this altar, sanctifying the 
gift upon it — gave such a value to the 
sacrifice of Jesus, that His death is an 
infinite atonement for sin. And His death 
was sufficient to ransom, if so it pleased the 
Father, millions of millions of worlds of 
sinners, though each individual had on him 
the united guilt of all men on earth, and all 
men and devils in hell!

Dear fellow-sinners, if you take refuge by 
faith in this sacrifice of Emmanuel, you are 
saved, and cannot come into condemnation 
— but have passed from death unto life. If 
you despise and reject it, then sooner may 
heaven and earth pass away — than that 
you should escape being in hell to all eternity 
for your sins!

I rejoice to hear that some of you seem to 
have gotten a glimpse of the love of Jesus, 
and of the preciousness of His atoning blood. 
To such I would say — remain at Calvary, be 

there sleeping and waking, at work or at 
play, living and dying. Gaze upon that great 
sight — until your conscience enjoys perfect 
peace with God, until your heart is filled 
with Emmanuel's love, and your whole soul 
is transformed into His image, and becomes 
as a mirror, finely polished to reflect the rays 
of His grace and glory — to all eternity!

"Look unto Jesus!" is the whole of the gospel. 
Look and wonder, look and live, look and 
love, look and adore, look and admire, look 
and be blessed, look and be glorified, look 
eternally — and your hearts will be filled 
with everlasting love, your mouth with an 
unending hallelujah!

But what can I say to those among you, who 
have heard of Jesus, and whose hearts are 
given to another — to the world, to 
themselves, to a lust, to a passion, to an idol, 
to sin, to Satan! Ah! to hell-fire you will go — 
if the Lord, in infinite mercy, does not 
interpose for you! Children, young people, 
who have not yet come to Jesus — realize 
that you are under the wrath of God — and 
that every moment it is coming nearer and 
nearer to your poor souls! Awake, arise, flee 
without a moment's delay to Jesus, and take 
refuge below His atoning cross — and enjoy 
now and to all eternity, His free, infinite, 
and unchangeable love to perishing sinners!

Shall I meet you in heaven — or see you 
going away in your impenitence and unbelief 
to hell? What do you mean, O sleepers! Arise 
and call upon God! "Whoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved."

MAY THE LORD JESUS BE WITH YOU!

Yours in Emmanuel,

William Burns
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EDINBURGH
We were greatly privileged to have The 
Right Honourable Lord MacKay of Clash-
fern, one of the longest ever serving Lord 
Chancellors, (1987 - 1997) who previously 
had reached the highest positions of office 
in Scotland, very kindly come and perform 
the official opening of the South East 
Edinburgh food bank with his characteris-
tic grace, good humour and clarity. For 
decades he and Lady MacKay or as they 
were known, James Peter and Bet, gave 
generous and genial hospitality as well as 
encouragement and support to students 
and many others who came to Edinburgh 
for various reasons, some happy others sad. 
As well as having an illustrious profession-
al career, Lord MacKay has a reputation 
for honouring God, loving the Church of 
Christ, caring for his neighbour, loving our 
nation, supporting those who spread the 
word of God and supporting many other 
good causes. 

There was a representative from: Braid 
Hills Rotary; Bethany Christian Charity; 
Reality Adventure Works in Scotland. A 
councillor, local ministers, volunteers, 
donors and some from the congregation 
also attended. A number sent apologies for 
not being present and wished us well. 
Attendance was by personal invitation only 
because the building is on the small side 
although very adequate for normal 
meetings. The refreshments and flowers 

for the occasion were very generously 
donated by the volunteers and others; as 
were the flowers for Lady Mackay who had 
flown up from London with her husband 
that afternoon.  

James Campbell, who along with others 
from Blythswood did so much to guide and 
help us with setting up the food bank, as 
well as telling something of events leading 
up to its opening  gave a very heart felt 
witness as to how we all need God's grace if 
we are to finally enter heaven. 

It's a sad fact of life that food banks are 
needed but a real opportunity to give 
practical Christian help and if people are 
open to it, a word of Christian witness. The 
most recent recipient of food was a young 
lady and her teenage brother, refugees 
from an extremely oppressive Muslim 
country and unable to make ends meet as 
they struggle to make a life for themselves. 
As it happened one of the volunteers had 
just finished reading a very revealing book 
about their homeland and this was an 
added point of contact. Young, vibrant and 
very cheerful, may the God of Hope fill 
them with joy and peace in believing by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Very sincere thanks for your prayers and 
support, they are most essential to the 
work here. Pray that those who genuinely 
qualify for help with food would make their 
way to this or some other food bank.
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A picture of some of the congregation in Edinburgh and some of those at the opening of the Foodbank

DUNDEE

We still continue to enjoy fellowship 
together as we meet each week to worship 
our great God and Saviour. Our pastor has 
been away on holiday so we have had a 
number of new preachers recently and 
enjoyed them all. It is refreshing to hear 
the gospel in another accent with new 
illustrations and applications. How 
wonderful to hear the good news expressed 
in new ways?  We are finding our Bible 
Studies challenging especially the ones on 
‘Suffering for our Faith’ and ‘Prioritising 
our Time’. We were delighted to see a 
mother and daughter come to worship with 
us recently. The daughter had attended our 
Sunday School over 10 year ago! They 
promised to be back. We have held the first 

of our bi-monthly Charity Sales and feel it 
was a great success. Many familiar faces 
came again into our building and they 
received an invitation to join us for 
worship. We also opened our church for the 
UK wide MacMillan Cancer Coffee Morn-
ing and were able to send them over £140. 
The ladies of the congregation organised it 
led by Eileen MacDonald and provided 
wonderful baking. They sat among the 
people who came in and had very encourag-
ing conversations with them. We hope to 
have our Annual Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service when we bring along non-perish-
ables and tinned food, which we ultimately 
send to the local Foodbank near us. We 
also look forward to our Congregational 
Meal at the beginning of December and our 
Special Community Service when we hope 
the church will be filled again. 
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11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm.
Tel: 01463 716843
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness, IV2 4DQ
Tel: 01463 231364
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April,
June, September
Monthly Bible Study in Black Isle.
For information phone Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE & LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Gordon Murray
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg, IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm
Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR
Tel. 01863 766251
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
Sept.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron, IV54 
8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 4SE
Tel 01571 855279
Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na Mara, Stoer, Sutherland
Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd. Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631 567076
Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 
Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore Road, Oban,
PA34 4PG
Tel:  01631 566259 Communions: First in May and 
November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron, IV54 8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Joint Worship with Free Church, Services Inverasdale 
10.30am (with Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with 
Sunday School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: 
Kenny MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch, IV21 
2DB
Tel: 01445 712050
Email: kendunedin@btinternet.com
Communion: As arranged locally

CONGREGATIONAL DETAILS

ITOR:



SKYE AND HARRIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, Portree, Skye, IV51 
9PS 
Tel: 01470 582421 
Email: wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 11am & 4.45pm,    
C of S, Dunvegan - 12.45 & 6.30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 
2nd, 4th Dunvegan. Thurs - Bible Study Portree 2nd & 
4th at 7.30pm
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, Bruach Taibh, 2 
Borve, Arnisort, Skye, IV51 9P
Tel: 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June
Harris: Seilabost Primary School - 12 noon and 6pm 
(2nd Sabbath each month 6pm service is a joint service 
with and at Scarista Church of Scotland
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris, HS3 3HP
Tel: 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th Sept in Scarista C of S

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator
Revd Gordon Murray,
APC Manse Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH.
Tel: 01549 402176 (Church: 07733425498) 
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway,
HS1 2SS, 
Tel: 01851 703796
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com
Tain Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton 
Church 10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 
3rd, 5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain, 
IV20 1TW Tel: 01862 871000
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11am, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd. D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN
Tel: 01847 892005
Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 Strathy Point, by 
Thurso, KW14 7RY,
Tel: 01641 541316
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services:
Sunday School: 1pm,
Morning Worship: 11am,
Evening Worship: 6.30pm
Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study: 7.30pm.

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Revd. A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 
APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban, PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631-567076   
Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd. John van Eyk 
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

GENERAL TREASURER OF PRESBYTERY
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie
3 Sunnybank Lane
Greetland, Halifax,
West Yorkshire,  HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458
Email: laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 
‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ 
Tel: 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR OF ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd. Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee. DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
Email: donandmargo@me.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
Email: pastor@newwestminsterchapel.org
 

OUR SCOTTISH CHARITY NO IS:
SC 02313
APC WEBSITE ADDRESS IS:
WWW.APCCHURCHES.ORG


