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In this issue, we focus on the 
holiness of God. In talking of 
the holiness of God Thomas 
Watson said, “Holiness is the 
most sparkling jewel of God’s 
crown; it is the name by which 
He is known.”  God’s holiness, 
permeate all His other 
attributes as it points to His 
transcendent perfection and 
His infinite glory.

God is holy.  In fact, we find in the 
scriptures that His holiness is the only 
one of His attributes that is elevated to 
the superlative degree.  In Isaiah 6:3, we 
read of the seraphim calling out one to 
another saying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory!” Similarly, in Revelation 4:8, 
we read, “And the four living creatures, 
each of them with six wings, are full of 
eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!”  In both 
cases, the angels around God’s heavenly 
throne are expressing to one another 

with great force and passion the truth 
concerning God’s majestic holiness.  

All of us must join with the angels and 
cry out in the words of Exodus 15:11, 
“Who is like You, O LORD, among the 
gods?  Who is like You, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, 
doing wonders?”  We must recognize that 
God is utterly separate from us.   He is 
high and exalted above all else.  Holy 
is His Name (Isaiah 57:15; Luke 1:49).  
“There is none holy like the LORD; for 
there is none besides You; there is no 
rock like our God” (1 Samuel 2:2).

My prayer for you as you read the 
articles in this issue, that the Holy Spirit 
might stir up in your heart, a burning 
passion for the holiness of God in your 
life, family, church and communities.  
God is infinitely and jealously loves 
and cherishes His own holiness.  This 
is where we as His creatures, must 
begin if we are going to get to know and 
understand Him.  Failure to do so, will 
only lead to frustration and our pursuit 
to know God will be in vain.  If we are to 
love and worship God truly and rightly, 
then we must of necessity feel even to our 
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“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory”. 

This was said by one of the seraphim 
which stood above the throne of God in 
Isaiah’s vision, when he was called by 
God to minister to God’s covenant people. 
It filled him with conviction of His own 
sinfulness “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips; for 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts.” [Isa 6:3-5]. 

This conviction of sin was the result of 
Isaiah’s view of the holiness of God. The 
purity of God contrasted powerfully with 
the impurity of himself and all mankind. 
This view of the holiness of God was 
the preparation Isaiah needed to carry 
out his ministry. As most of our readers 
will know, holiness means ‘separate’, 
‘different’, ‘other’. God is different and 
separate from all mankind because He 
is separate from all sin and all evil. But 
the word ‘holy’ has also connotations of 
sacredness. There is nothing as sacred 
as God. God is set apart from everything. 
He is entirely and completely unique 

in sinlessness, honour, majesty and 
glory. There is nothing with which 
we  can compare to God. He is holy 
and pure possessing all excellencies. 
Holiness is but one of God’s glorious 
attributes. Holiness defines God - all His 
excellencies are suffused with holiness. 
All He is and does is holy, He exudes 
holiness in all His works. 

If our understanding of God’s holiness 
is defective, then the rest of our 
theology will also be defective. We will 
never be able to glorify God and fulfil 
our creational purpose, if we do not 
understand what holiness really means. 
As God calls His people to be holy for 
He is holy, it is important that we know 
what the characteristics of holiness are. 

Holiness means perfect righteousness. 
Whatever God does is righteous. “The 
Lord is righteous in all His ways, and 
holy in all His works” [Psa 145:17AV].
All His ways are righteous. His 
holiness is manifested by His works. 
Everything He made was pronounced 
“very good” [Gen 1:31]. God made man 
“upright”. The proud and arrogant King 
Nebuchadnezzar was brought down to 
his knees to finally declare “praise and 

THE HOLINESS OF GOD
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bones, a sense of fear and wonder at the 
majesty of God and His holiness.

Let us therefore “offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, for 
our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 
12:28b-29); and let us “strive for peace 
with everyone, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord” 
(Hebrews 12:14). 

May the LORD Himself, be pleased to 
make us a generation passionate for His 
holiness to the praise, glory and honor of 
His Name among the nations!

FROM THE EDITOR
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extol and honour the King of heaven, for 
all his works are right and his ways are 
just” [Dan 4:37]. God does nothing wrong. 
Even when He destroys the wicked He 
has done nothing wrong. When Moses 
and the people of Israel sang “Who is like 
You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is 
like You, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in glorious deeds, doing wonders?”, they 
were praising God for the destruction of 
the wicked Egyptians at the Red Sea [Ex 
15:11].This was justice - holy justice. God 
manifests His holiness in His works of 
creation and providence. 

God’s holiness is also manifested by 
His law. God’s law is perfect and right 
and pure and true. God’s law is not a 
kill-joy to spoil our enjoyment of life. 

Only those endowed with God’s grace 
can truly say “The law of the Lord is 
perfect, reviving the soul...the precepts 
of the Lord are right...the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes...the rules of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether... [Psa 19:7-9].The 
great Apostle Paul was brought to say 
“the law is holy, and the commandment 
is holy and righteous and good [Rom 
7:12] and the Apostle Peter declared 
“the way of righteousness” as the “holy 
commandment” [2 Pet 2:21]. 

God’s holiness is diametrically opposed 
to sin. There is no greater contrast, than 
holiness and sin. Sin is against God’s 
very nature. Sin is the contradiction 
of God. God and sin cannot abide 

together - one repels the other. Sin is 
what separates us from God. It has 
been said that although God forgives 
sinners, He never forgives sin! The 
sinner is only forgiven because sin has 
been punished and dealt with, albeit by 
Another. Nowhere is God’s hatred of, 
and opposition to sin seen than on the 
cross of Christ. The cross was where sin 
was placed on the head of God’s holy 
and perfect Son, but even there, on that 
sinless holy head, sin had to be punished 
severely. The dichotomy between “God is 
love” and “God is a consuming fire”, can 
only be understood by God’s holiness. It 
was God’s supreme and immutable love 
of holiness and purity that brought about 
the fire of God’s wrath on Jesus Christ on 
the cross. 

God’s holiness also means that He is 
separated and different by being devoted 
to seeking His own honour. Everything 
is to be for His glory. All creation was 
designed to bring glory to Him. God’s 
chief and main desire is to be glorified. 
Nothing is more important to God than 
His own honour and glory. In human 
government, a secular ruler is appointed 
for the good of his subjects. That is 
the goal of his appointment. His main 
purpose is for the well-being of the 
people he rules over. But that principle 
does not apply to God - for God does not 
exist for the well-being of His creatures. 
He exists for His own glory! God’s own 
glory is primary and above all things, 

not His creatures’ well-being (although 
God does care and provide and bless His 
creatures). 

God owes His creatures nothing. He 
does not have to reward them for 
their good service, although He does. 
We are rewarded for good deeds only 
because God promised to do so. Being a 
Sovereign, God was not obliged to make 
a promise. People have been created for 
His pleasure - nothing else - awesome 
and solemn, but a reality. 

God is concerned for His holy name will 
be known, not just among His covenant 
people, but also among the nations of 
the world. He commanded Ezekiel the 
prophet to “say to the house of Israel, 
Thus says the Lord God: It is not for 
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am 
about to act, but for the sake of My holy 
name...I will vindicate the holiness of My 
great name...And the nations will know 
that I am the Lord...when through you I 
vindicate My holiness before their eyes” 
[Eze 36:22]. 

God’s great desire is that His holiness 
is made known among all nations of the 
world through and by His people. God 
was to use Israel to reveal to the nations 
His glorious holiness. In promising 
Israel a full return to their own land, 
Israel were assured: When I gather the 
house of Israel from the peoples among 
whom they are scattered, and manifest 
My holiness in them in the sight of the 

“AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN, DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THE 

PASSIONS OF YOUR FORMER IGNORANCE, BUT AS HE WHO 

CALLED YOU IS HOLY, YOU ALSO BE HOLY IN ALL YOUR 

CONDUCT, SINCE IT IS WRITTEN, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, 

FOR I AM HOLY’” [1PET 1:14]. SIMILARLY PAUL CALLS US TO 

“PUT ON THE NEW SELF, CREATED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF 

GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS” [EPH 4:24]. 

WE ARE NOT CALLED TO BE OMNISCIENT, OMNIPOTENT OR 

OMNIPRESENT, BUT WE ARE CALLED TO BE A HOLY PEOPLE, 

SET APART TO GOD.
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Review by Bill Muehlenberg 

This book first appeared 
almost thirty years ago, and it 
is something of a modern-day 
classic. If it was an important 
volume when first released, 
it is even more so today. 
Perhaps the greatest lack in 
the Christian church today is 
a recognition and appreciation 
of this most grand of topics.

If we listed ten descriptions of the church 
today, I don’t think the term holy would 
appear. If we listed the top 50 sermon 
topics in our churches, I don’t think the 
holiness of God would be among them. 
Thus this book is a necessary reminder of 
the God we serve and the sort of life we 
are called to live.

Sproul is quite right to say this theme 
“is one of the most important ideas that 
a Christian can ever grapple with. It is 
basic to our whole understanding of God 
and of Christianity.” He reminds us that 
the first petition in the Lord’s Prayer is 
“Hallowed be your name”.

Isaiah 6 of course is a great place to 
begin on this topic, and Sproul devotes 
a meaty chapter to Isaiah’s encounter 
with a holy God. Hebrew poetry uses 
repetition to emphasise a point, and the 
song of the seraphim, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord Almighty” is a prime example 
of this.

Says Sproul, “The Bible never says that 
God is love, love, love; or mercy, mercy, 
mercy; or wrath, wrath, wrath…” Indeed, 
holiness does not signify just one single 
attribute of God. The word holy “is used 
as a synonym for his deity”. Thus His 
love is holy love, his mercy is holy mercy, 
His justice is holy justice, and so on.

At its root holiness means separation, 
to be set apart. Because we are unholy, 
our normal reaction to a holy God is fear, 
dread or revulsion. “Holiness provokes 
hatred. The greater the holiness, the 
greater the human hostility toward it.” 
Jesus knew all about this. Even though 
perfect in his love, people rejected him.

Says Sproul, “His love was a perfect love, 
a transcendent and holy love, but His 
very love brought trauma to people. This 

A REVIEW OF THE HOLINESS OF GOD
BY R.C. SPROUL 

nations, then they shall dwell in their 
own land that I gave to my servant 
Jacob [Ezek 28:25]. Israel was to teach 
the nations around them that the God of 
Israel was a holy God, the God of all the 
earth. All nations belonged to Him, and 
Israel was to live so that these nations 
would come “to know that I am the Lord”. 

The wonderful thing is, that although 
God is so holy and awesome, He is 
nevertheless very approachable. We 
sinners can approach God in real hope. 
In fact, this holy God invites sinners to 
“draw near” to Him - and He attaches a 
promise that if we do, He will draw near 
to us [Jam 4:8]! We need not fear that 
God will ignore us, if we are serious and 
genuine in seeking Him. He has provided 
‘means’ whereby the seeking person may 
find help and encouragement in finding 
God and discovering His grace and 
forgiveness. 

God calls us to be holy, for He is 
holy. Peter the Apostle writes to the 

saints, “As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I 
am holy’” [1Pet 1:14]. Similarly Paul calls 
us to “put on the new self, created after 
the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness” [Eph 4:24]. We are not 
called to be omniscient, omnipotent or 
omnipresent, but we are called to be a 
holy people, set apart to God.

God has revealed Himself and His 
holiness in His Word. His Word is 
reliable and trustworthy. Despite the 
gulf between our sinfulness and God’s 
righteousness, His Word encourages us 
seek Him. He is not far from anyone. 
God’s holiness ought not to deter anyone 
from drawing near Him and calling on 
His holy name for forgiveness and grace. 
Each of us can be  “a vessel...set apart as 
holy, useful to the master of the house, 
ready for every good work” [2Tim 2:21].

EACH OF US CAN BE  “A VESSEL...SET APART AS HOLY, 

USEFUL TO THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE, READY FOR EVERY 

GOOD WORK” [2TIM 2:21].

THE HOLINESS OF GOD
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kind of love is so majestic we can’t stand 
it.” Indeed, in the end, the enraged mobs 
put Jesus to a cruel death. The real Jesus 
they could not stand.

Alone worth the price of the book is 
the chapter on Holy Justice. Here we 
find Sproul at his best, dismantling the 
misconceptions and misunderstanding 
of who God is and what he is like. He 
examines some of the episodes in the 
Old Testament that make us moderns so 
uneasy.

Consider the death penalty for various 
crimes. Some think this is overly harsh 
and vindictive. But we feel this way 
because we do not at all understand the 
nature of sin, the nature of God, and his 
holy justice. All sin, as Sproul reminds 
us, is a capital offense.

Every single time we sin against a holy 
and righteous God, we are bringing the 
death penalty upon ourselves. So it is 
an act of amazing grace that every sin 
is not listed as a capital crime. “The Old 
Testament code represents a bending 
over backward of divine patience and 
forbearance. The Old Testament Law is 
one of astonishing grace.”

We need to view sin from God’s 
perspective. It is “cosmic treason. Sin 
is treason against a perfectly pure 
Sovereign. It is an act of supreme 

whine about how we deserve more grace. 
But that is a contradiction in terms.

Grace is always undeserved, while justice 
is something due to every one of us. God 
is not obliged to be merciful to us in the 
least. Yet he chooses to be anyway. Grace 
is a gift, and we cannot presume upon it. 
None of us should demand God’s justice 
for ourselves – what we need is mercy.

But we dare not take God’s grace for 
granted. “God’s grace is not infinite. 
God is infinite, and God is gracious. 
We experience the grace of an infinite 
God, but grace is not infinite. God sets 
limits to his patience and forbearance. 
He warns us over and over again 
that someday the ax will fall and His 
judgment will be poured out.”

That paragraph alone needs to be 
shouted from our pulpits today. We 
are flooded with what Bonhoeffer 
called cheap grace. What we need to be 
reminded of is how very costly God’s 
grace is, and how utterly unwarranted 
and undeserved it is.

Sproul argues that the “failure of 
modern evangelicalism is the failure to 
understand the holiness of God.” He is 
absolutely right. That is why this book 
is so vitally important. It was much 
needed when it first appeared a quarter 
of a century ago, and it is even more so 

ingratitude toward the One to whom 
we owe everything, to the One who has 
given us life itself. . . . The slightest 
sin is an act of defiance against cosmic 
authority.”

Following Hans Kung, Sproul says we 
should not be amazed at God’s just 
judgment at sin, but be amazed at how 
he patiently allows our heinous rebellion 
to continue. “What prince, what king, 
what ruler would display so much 
patience with a continuously rebellious 
populace?”

It is the pure mercy and grace of God 
that he does not punish sin instantly. 
“Far from being a history of a harsh God, 
the Old Testament is a record of a God 
who is patient in the extreme.” And the 
same portrait of God is found in the New 
Testament.

At the cross we find the “most violent 
expression of God’s wrath and justice”. 
We are all sinners and we all deserve 
to die. But Jesus was perfect, innocent, 
yet took our punishment for us. “If 
we stagger at the wrath of God, let us 
stagger at the Cross.”

One of our problems here is that we 
confuse justice with mercy. Justice 
is what we deserve; mercy is totally 
undeserved. We complain about a 
perceived injustice on God’s part, and 

needed today. I heartily commend it to 
you.

Bill Muehlenberg is an American-born 
apologist and ethicist in Melbourne, 
Australia. He has a BA with honours in 
philosophy (Wheaton College, Chicago), 
an MA with highest honours in theology 
(Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, 
Boston). He is currently completing a 
PhD in theology. He has his own ministry 
called Culture Watch, which features 
Christian commentary on the issues of 
the day:  billmuehlenberg.com. He is 
a prolific author, and a much sought 
after media commentator, and has been 
featured on most television and radio 
current affairs programs. Bill teaches 
ethics, apologetics and theology at 
several Melbourne Bible Colleges. He is 
the author of Strained Relations: The 
Challenge of Homosexuality, Freedom 
Publishing, 2011. Bill is married, with 
three sons.

“We tend to have mixed feelings about the 
holy. There is a sense in which we are at 
the same time attracted to it and repulsed 
by it. Something draws us toward it, 
while at the same time we want to run 
away from it. We can’t seem to decide 
which way we want it. Part of us yearns 
for the holy, while part of us despises it. 
We can’t live with it, and we can’t live 
without it” (R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of 
God).
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KNOWING GOD’S HOLINESS

The beauty of holiness
Did you enjoy going to church last 
Lord’s Day?  Did you agree with David 
when he said “I was glad when they 
said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of 
the Lord.’” Psalm 122, verse 1?  I hope 
so.  Our reason for going to church is 
not just to meet other Christians or to 
listen to a sermon, good as that is.  Our 
primary aim is to worship the Lord in the 
splendour and beauty of holiness. (Psalm 
29, verse 2).  When we think of God, 
we should think of His holiness – the 
perfection of His character – completely 
free from evil and infinitely pure – so 
different from us.  This fact alone should 
cause us to worship and honour Him.  
What a privilege to delight in the glory 
of His holy Name. (1 Chronicles 16, verse 
10), love and use His holy Word, and 
remember His holy day.

How can we be holy?
What about us?  Can we be described 
as holy?  Jesus prayed that His people 
would be holy.  “Sanctify them in the 
truth,” He prayed. (John 17, verse 17).  
Or set them apart for holy service to God.  

In his letter to Christians, the apostle 
Peter instructs us “to be holy, as he who 

man shall see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12, 
verse 14).

When you cook a meal for guests, you 
know that presentation means a lot.  You 
take the raw meat, the dirty potatoes, 
the vegetables and make them into a 
beautiful meal to set before your friends 
and family.  We in ourselves are not fit to 
be presented to God but Jesus’ gracious 
work in us and on our behalf, changes all 
of that and makes us fit for heaven.

The work of God’s Spirit
Being made holy does not happen 
instantly, it is a work in progress.  A 
godly old man called John Maclennan 
used to visit us often.  In our home we 
would have lovely conversations with 
him.  We thought he was such a holy 
man but one day he said to us, “What 
a wave of holiness must come over me 
before I die.”  We could not see any 
sin in John but John was conscious of 
his sin and his great need of Christ’s 
cleansing power.  The catechism tells us 
that “at death the souls of believers are 
made perfect in holiness.”  God requires 
that as Christians we should strive for 
holy living.  “Present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God which is your spiritual worship.” 
(Romans 12, verse 1).

Signs of holiness
What will holiness look like in our lives?  
It is not head knowledge about God and 
His Word nor religious observance nor 
outward respectability.

called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct.” (1 Peter 1, verse 15).  He 
then quotes from God’s instructions in 
the book of Leviticus, “Be ye holy, for I 
am holy.”

How can we possibly be holy?  
We are born sinners and we commit 
sin every day.  By our nature we are 
anything but holy.  Jesus Christ “loved 
the church and gave Himself up for 
her that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, so that he might present 
the church to himself in splendour, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.” (Ephesians 5, verses 
25 to 27).

Where is perfect righteousness?
The believer is covered by Christ’s 
perfect righteousness and because of 
what He has done, we are presented holy 
and blameless.  (Colossians 1, verse 22).  
Jesus takes us as we are and makes us a 
new creation, presenting us to the Father 
as a thing of beauty.  This is so necessary 
and so wonderful when we recognise that 
the Bible tells us “without holiness, no 

What questions should you be asking 
yourself to test whether holiness is 
evident in your life?  Do you find yourself 
agreeing with God’s Word?  Can you say 
“yes” to Jesus?  Do you hate sin and try 
to keep away from it?  Do you mourn the 
fact that you fall into sin so often?  Do 
you love God’s Word and His ways and 
wish to be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind and discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect?  Is your desire to be made 
more like Jesus, to be loving, unselfish, 
forgiving as He was?

Chastisement – what’s the point?
One means of growing in holiness 
which we often don’t like very much 
is discipline or chastisement from our 
loving Father.  “He disciplines us for our 
good that we may share his holiness”.  
(Hebrews 12, verse 10).  Suffering is 
like the silversmith’s fire which refines 
the silver by removing the dross and 
impurities.  “The suffering will be 
painful and unpleasant at the time but 
later it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it.” (Hebrews 12, verse 11).  
We are to pursue holiness all the time, 
recognising that that is what God would 
have us to do and that is what by His 
grace, He enables us to do.

Carine Mackenzie born in Glasgow now 
living in Inverness. Enjoys spending time 
with 8 grandchildren and writing books 
for children across the world. 
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THE HOLINESS OF GOD

Who shall not fear Thee, O 
Lord, and glorify Thy name? 
for Thou only art holy” (Rev. 
15:4). 

He only is independently, infinitely, 
immutably holy. In Scripture He is 
frequently styled “The Holy One”: 
He is so because the sum of all moral 
excellency is found in Him. He is absolute 
Purity, unsullied even by the shadow 
of sin. “God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). Holiness is 
the very excellency of the Divine nature: 
the great God is “glorious in holiness” 
(Ex. 15:11). Therefore do we read, “Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity” (Hab. 1:13). 
As God’s power is the opposite of the 
native weakness of the creature, as His 
wisdom is in complete contrast from the 
least defect of understanding or folly, 
so His holiness is the very antithesis 
of all moral blemish or defilement. Of 
old God appointed singers in Israel 
“that they should praise the beauty of 
holiness” (2 Chron. 20:21). “Power is 
God’s hand or arm, omniscience His eye, 
mercy His bowels, eternity His duration, 
but holiness is His beauty” (Stephen 

Charnock). It is this, supremely, which 
renders Him lovely to those who are 
delivered from sin’s dominion.

“A chief emphasis is placed upon this 
perfection of God:

God is oftener styled Holy than Almighty, 
and set forth by this part of His dignity 
more than by any other. This is more 
fixed on as an epithet to His name than 
any other. You never find it expressed 
“His mighty name” or “His wise name,” 
but His great name, and most of all, His 
holy name. This is the greatest title of 
honour; in this latter doth the majesty 
and venerableness of His name appear 
(Stephen Charnock).

This perfection, as none other, is 
solemnly celebrated before the Throne 
of Heaven, the seraphim crying, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts ’ (Isa. 6:3). 
God Himself singles out this perfection, 
“Once have I sworn by My holiness” (Ps. 
89:35). God swears by His “holiness” 
because that is a fuller expression of 
Himself than anything else. Therefore 
are we exhorted, “Sing unto the Lord, O 
ye saints of His, and give thanks at the 
remembrance of His holiness” (Ps. 30:4). 

THE HOLINESS OF GOD
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“This may be said to be a transcendental 
attribute that, as it were, runs through 
the rest, and casts lustre upon them. It 
is an attribute of attributes” (John Howe, 
1670). Thus we read of “the beauty of the 
Lord” (Ps. 27:4), which is none other than 
“the beauty of holiness” (Ps. 110:3).

As it seems to challenge an excellency 
above all His other perfections, so it is 
the glory of all the rest: as it is the glory 
of the Godhead, so it is the glory of every 
perfection in the Godhead; as His power 
is the strength of them, so His holiness is 
the beauty of them; as all would be weak 
without almightiness to back them, so 
all would be uncomely without holiness 
to adorn them. Should this be sullied, all 
the rest would lose their honour; as at 
the same instant the sun should lose its 
light, it would lose its heat, its strength, 
its generative and quickening virtue. As 
sincerity is the lustre of every grace in 
a Christian, so is purity the splendour 
of every attribute in the Godhead. His 
justice is a holy justice, His wisdom a 
holy wisdom, His arm of power a “holy 
arm” (Ps. 98:1), His truth or promise a 
“holy promise” (Ps. 105:42). His name, 
which signifies all His attributes in 
conjunction, “is holy,” Ps. 103:1(Stephen 
Charnock).

God’s holiness is manifested in His 
works. “The Lord is righteous in all 
His ways, and holy in all His works” 
(Ps. 145:17). Nothing but that which 
is excellent can proceed from Him. 

Holiness is the rule of all His actions. At 
the beginning He pronounced all that 
He made “very good” (Gen. 1:31), which 
He could not have done had there been 
anything imperfect or unholy in them. 
Man was made “upright” (Eccl. 7:29), in 
the image and likeness of his Creator. 
The angels that fell were created holy, 
for we are told that they “kept not their 
first habitation” (Jude 6). Of Satan it is 
written, “Thou west perfect in thy ways 
from the day that thou west created, till 
iniquity was found in thee” (Ezek. 28:15).

God’s holiness is manifested in His 
law. That law forbids sin in all of its 
modifications: in its most refined as 
well as its grossest forms, the intent of 
the mind as well as the pollution of the 
body, the secret desire as well as the 
overt act. Therefore do we read, “The 
law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good” (Rom. 7:12). 
Yes, “the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear 
of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: 
the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether” (Ps. 19:8, 9).

God’s holiness is manifested at the Cross. 
Wondrously and yet most solemnly does 
the Atonement display God’s infinite 
holiness and abhorrence of sin. How 
hateful must sin be to God for Him to 
punish it to its utmost deserts when it 
was imputed to His Son!



1 6 1 7

THE HOLINESS OF GODTHE HOLINESS OF GOD

Not all the vials of judgment that have 
or shall be poured out upon the wicked 
world, nor the flaming furnace of a 
sinner’s conscience, nor the irreversible 
sentence pronounced against the 
rebellious demons, nor the groans of 
the damned creatures, give such a 
demonstration of God’s hatred of sin, as 
the wrath of God let loose upon His Son. 
Never did Divine holiness appear more 
beautiful and lovely than at the time our 
Saviour’s countenance was most marred 
in the midst of His dying groans. This 
He Himself acknowledges in Ps. 22:1. 
When God had turned His smiling face 
from Him, and thrust His sharp knife 
into His heart, which forced that terrible 
cry from Him, “My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” He adores this 
perfection—”Thou art holy,” v. 3(Stephen 
Charnock).

Because God is holy He hates all sin. He 
loves everything which is in conformity 
to His law, and loathes everything 
which is contrary to it. His Word plainly 
declares, “The froward is an abomination 
to the Lord” (Prov. 3:32). And again, 
“The thoughts of the wicked are an 
abomination to the Lord” (Prov. 15:26). 
It follows, therefore, that He must 
necessarily punish sin. Sin can no more 
exist without demanding His punishment 
than without requiring His hatred of it. 
God has often forgiven sinners, but He 
never forgives sin; and the sinner is only 
forgiven on the ground of Another having 
borne his punishment; for “without 

shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 
9:22). Therefore we are told, “The Lord 
will take vengeance on His adversaries, 
and He reserveth wrath for His enemies” 
(Nahum 1:2). For one sin God banished 
our first parents from Eden. For one 
sin all the posterity of Canaan, a son of 
Ham, fell under a curse which remains 
over them to this day (Gen. 9:21). For one 
sin Moses was excluded from Canaan, 
Elisha’s servant smitten with leprosy, 
Ananias and Sapphira cut off out of the 
land of the living.

Unregenerate sinners cannot conceive of 
God’s holiness, much less begin to believe 
in it. Many, then, presume that God’s 
character is one-sided, that His merciful 
disposition will override everything 
else, and thus there is no cause for 
much alarm. “Thou thoughtest that I 
was altogether as thyself” (Ps. 50:21) is 
God’s charge against them. They think 
only of a “god” patterned after their own 
evil hearts. Hence their continuance 
in a course of mad folly. Such is the 
holiness ascribed to the Divine nature 
and character in the Scriptures that it 
clearly demonstrates their superhuman 
origin. The character attributed to the 
“gods” of the ancients and of modern 
non-Christians is the very reverse of 
that immaculate purity which pertains 
to the true God. An ineffably holy God, 
who has the utmost abhorrence of 
all sin, was never invented by any of 
Adam’s fallen descendants! The fact is 
that nothing makes more manifest the 

terrible depravity of man’s heart and his 
enmity against the living God than to 
have set before him One who is infinitely 
and immutably holy. His own idea of sin 
is practically limited to what the world 
calls “crime.” Anything short of that 
man palliates as “defects,” “mistakes,” 
“infirmities,” etc. And even where sin is 
owned at all, excuses and justifications 
are made for it.

The “god” which the vast majority of 
professing Christians “love” is looked 
upon very much like an indulgent old 
man, who himself has no relish for folly, 
but leniently winks at the “indiscretions” 
of youth. But the Word says, “Thou 
hatest all workers of iniquity” (Ps. 5:5). 
And again, “God is angry with the wicked 
every day” (Ps. 7:11). But men refuse 
to believe in this God, and gnash their 
teeth when His hatred of sin is faithfully 
pressed upon their attention. No, sinful 
man was no more likely to devise a holy 
God than to create the Lake of fire in 
which he will be tormented for ever and 
ever.

Because God is holy, acceptance with 
Him on the ground of creature-doings 
is utterly impossible. A fallen creature 
could sooner create a world than produce 
that which would meet the approval 
of infinite Purity. Can darkness dwell 
with Light? Can the Immaculate One 
take pleasure in “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6)? 
The best that sinful man brings forth is 
defiled. A corrupt tree cannot bear good 

fruit. God would deny Himself, vilify 
His perfections, were He to account as 
righteous and holy that which is not so 
in itself; and nothing is so which has 
the least stain upon it contrary to the 
nature of God. But blessed be His name 
that which His holiness demanded His 
grace has provided in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Every poor sinner who has fled to 
Him for refuge stands “accepted in the 
Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). Hallelujah.

Because God is holy the utmost reverence 
becomes our approaches unto Him. “God 
is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints, and to be had in reverence 
of all about Him” (Ps. 89:7). Then “Exalt 
ye the Lord our God, and worship at His 
footstool; He is holy” (Ps. 99:5). Yes, “at 
His footstool,” in the lowest posture of 
humility, prostrate before Him. When 
Moses would approach unto the burning 
bush, God said, “put off thy shoes from 

Cont’d to page 27
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Were some watcher or holy one from the 
bright world above to come among us 
for a time with the power to diagnose 
the spiritual ills of church people, there 
is one entry which I am quite sure 
would appear on the vast majority of 
his reports: Definite evidence of chronic 
spiritual lassitude; level of moral 
enthusiasm extremely low.
 
 Holy is the way God is. To be holy he 
does not conform to a standard. He is 
that standard. He is absolutely holy with 
an infinite, incomprehensible fullness of 
purity that is incapable of being other 
than it is. Because he is holy, all his 
attributes are holy; that is, whatever 
we think of as belonging to God must be 
thought of as holy.
 
The holy man is not one who cannot sin. 
A holy man is one who will not sin.
 
The true Christian ideal is not to be 
happy but to be holy.
 
The whole purpose of God in redemption 
is to make us holy and to restore us to 
the image of God. To accomplish this He 
disengages us from earthly ambitions 
and draws us away from the cheap and 

and earnestly without being struck by 
an obvious fact—the whole matter of 
personal holiness is highly important to 
God!
 
I cannot think of even one lonely passage 
in the New Testament which speaks 
of Christ’s revelation, manifestation, 
appearing or coming that is not directly 
linked with moral conduct, faith and 
spiritual holiness.
 
Christ calls men to carry a cross; we call 
them to have fun in His name. He calls 
them to forsake the world; we assure 
them that if they but accept Jesus the 
world is their oyster. He calls them 
to suffer; we call them to enjoy all the 
bourgeois comforts modern civilization 
affords...He calls them to holiness; 
we call them to a cheap and tawdry 
happiness that would have been rejected 
with scorn by the least of the Stoic 
philosophers.
 
We have the blessed Holy Spirit present, 
and we are treating Him as if He were 
not present at all. We resist Him, disobey 
Him, quench Him and compromise with 
our hearts. We hear a sermon about 
Him and determine to learn more and do 
something about it. Our conviction wears 
off, and soon we go back to the same old 
dead level we were in before. We resist 
the blessed Comforter. He has come to 
comfort. He has come to teach. He is 
the Spirit of instruction. He has come to 
bring light for He is the Spirit of light. He 

unworthy prizes that worldly men set 
their hearts upon.

The true Christian ideal is not to be 
happy but to be holy.

No man should desire to be happy who 
is not at the same time holy. He should 
spend his efforts in seeking to know and 
do the will of God, leaving to Christ the 
matter of how happy he shall be.

Go to God and have an understanding. 
Tell Him that it is your desire to be holy 
at any cost and then ask Him never to 
give you more happiness than holiness. 
When your holiness becomes tarnished, 
let your joy become dim. And ask Him to 
make you holy whether you are happy or 
not. Be assured that in the end you will 
be as happy as you are holy; but for the 
time being let your whole ambition be to 
serve God and be Christlike.

. . . although God wants His people to be 
holy as He is holy, He does not deal with 
us according to the degree of our holiness 
but according to the abundance of His 
mercy. Honesty requires us to admit this.

You cannot study the Bible diligently 

comes to bring purity for He is the Spirit 
of holiness. He comes to bring power 
for He is the Spirit of power...We would 
like to be full of the Spirit and yet go 
on and do as we please. The Holy Spirit 
who inspired the Scriptures will expect 
obedience to the Scriptures, and if we do 
not obey the Scriptures, we will quench 
Him. This Spirit will have obedience—
but people do not want to obey the 
Lord. Everyone is as full as he wants 
to be. Everyone has as much of God as 
he desires to have. There is a fugitive 
impulse that comes to us, in spite of 
what we ask for when we pray in public, 
or even in private. We want the thrill 
of being full, but we don’t want to meet 
the conditions. We just don’t want to be 
filled badly enough to be filled...If there 
is anything in your life more demanding 
than your longing after God, then you 
will never be a Spirit-filled Christian. I 
have met Christians who have wanted to 
be filled, in a vague sort of way, for many 
years. The reason they have not been 
filled with the Spirit is because they have 
other things they want more. God does 
not come rushing into a human heart 
unless He knows that He is the answer 
and fulfillment to the greatest, most 
overpowering desire of that life.
 
We Christians must stop apologizing for 
our moral position and start making our 
voices heard, exposing sin as the enemy 
of the human race and setting forth 
righteousness and true holiness as the 
only worthy pursuits for moral beings.

ON HOLINESS AND SANCTIFICATION
BY A. W. TOZER

ON HOLINESS AND SANCTIFICATION
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“Without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord” Hebrews 
12:14

The text which heads this page opens 
up a subject of deep importance. That 
subject is practical holiness. It suggests 
a question which demands the attention 
of all professing Christians: Are we holy? 
Shall we see the Lord?

That question can never be out of season. 
The wise man tells us, “There is . . . a 
time to weep — and a time to laugh; a 
time to keep silence — and a time to 
speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:4, 7); but there is 
no time, no, not a day, in which a man 
ought not to be holy. Are we holy?
That question concerns all ranks and 
conditions of men. Some are rich — and 
some are poor, some learned — and 
some unlearned, some masters — and 
some servants; but there is no rank or 
condition in life in which a man ought 
not to be holy. Are we holy?

I ask to be heard today about this 
question. How does the account stand 
between our souls and God? In this 
hurrying, bustling world, let us stand 

It is not knowledge — Balaam had that.

It is not great profession — Judas 
Iscariot had that.

It is not doing many things — Herod had 
that.

It is not zeal for certain matters in 
religion — Jehu had that.

It is not morality and outward 
respectability of conduct — the rich 
young ruler had that.

It is not taking pleasure in hearing 
preachers — the Jews in Ezekiel’s time 
had that.

It is not keeping company with godly 
people — Joab and Gehazi and Demas 
had that.

Yet none of these were holy people! These 
things alone, are not holiness. A man 
may have any one of them — and yet 
never see the Lord.

What then is true practical holiness? It 
is a hard question to answer. I do not 
mean that there is any lack of Scriptural 

still for a few minutes and consider the 
matter of holiness. I believe I might 
have chosen a subject more popular 
and pleasant. I am sure I might have 
found one easier to handle. But I feel 
deeply I could not have chosen one more 
seasonable and more profitable to our 
souls. It is a solemn thing to hear the 
Word of God saying, “Without holiness, 
no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 
12:14).

I will endeavor, by God’s help, to examine 
what true holiness is and the reason why 
it is so needful. In conclusion, I will try to 
point out the only way in which holiness 
can be attained. Having considered the 
doctrinal side, let us now turn to the 
plain and practical application.

1. The NATURE of true practical 
holiness.

First then, let me try to show what true 
practical holiness is — what sort of 
people are those whom God calls holy?

A man may go great lengths in religion 
— and yet never reach true holiness.

matter on the subject. But I fear lest I 
should give a defective view of holiness, 
and not say all that ought to be said — 
or lest I should say things about it that 
ought not to be said, and so do harm. 
Let me, however, try to draw a picture 
of Biblical holiness, that we may see it 
clearly before the eyes of our minds. Only 
let it never be forgotten, when I have 
said all, that my account is but a poor 
imperfect outline at the best.

Holiness is the habit of being of one mind 
with God, according as we find His mind 
described in Scripture. It is the habit of 
. . .agreeing in God’s judgment, hating 
what He hates, 
loving what He loves, and  measuring 
everything in this world by the standard 
of His Word.

He who most entirely agrees with God — 
he is the most holy man.

2. A holy man will endeavor to shun 
every known sin, and to keep every 
known commandment. 

He will have . . .a decided bent of mind 
towards God, a hearty desire to do His 
will, a greater fear of displeasing Him 

HOLINESS
BY J. C. RYLE

HOLINESS
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than of displeasing the world, and a love 
to all His ways.

He will feel what Paul felt when he said, 
“I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man” (Romans 7:22), and what 
David felt when he said, “I esteem all 
Your precepts concerning all things to be 
right, and I hate every false way” (Psalm 
119:128).

3. A holy man will strive to be like 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He will not only live the life of faith in 
Him and draw from Him all his daily 
peace and strength — but he will also 
labor to have the mind that was in 
Him, and to be conformed to His image 
(Romans 8:29). It will be his aim . . .to 
bear with and forgive others, even as 
Christ forgave us; to be unselfish, even 
as Christ pleased not Himself; to walk 
in love, even as Christ loved us; to be 
lowly-minded and humble, even as Christ 
made Himself of no reputation and 
humbled Himself.

He will remember . . .
•  that Christ was a faithful witness for 

the truth; 
• that He came not to do His own will;
•  that it was His food and drink to do His 

Father’s will; 
•  that He would continually deny 

Himself in order to minister to others;
•  that He was meek and patient under 

undeserved insults; 

He will bear much, forbear much, 
overlook much and be slow to talk of 
standing on his rights. We see a bright 
example of this in the behavior of David 
when Shimei cursed him, and of Moses 
when Aaron and Miriam spoke against 
him (2 Sam. 16:10; Num. 12:3).

5. A holy man will follow after 
temperance and self-denial. 

He will labor . . .to mortify the desires 
of his body, to crucify his flesh with his 
affections and lusts, to curb his passions, 
to restrain his carnal inclinations — lest 
at any time they break loose.

Oh, what a word is that of the Lord 
Jesus to the apostles: “Be careful, or 
your hearts will be weighed down 
with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life — and that day will close 
on you unexpectedly like a trap!” (Luke 
21:34); and that of the apostle Paul: “I 
beat my body and make it my slave, so 
that after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the 
prize!” (1 Corinthians 9:27).

6. A holy man will follow after love 
and brotherly kindness. 

He will endeavor to observe the ‘golden 
rule’ of doing as he would have men 
do to him — and speaking as he would 
have men speak to him. He will be full of 
affection towards his brethren, towards 
their bodies, their property, their 

•  that He thought more of godly poor 
men, than of kings; 

•  that He was full of love and compassion 
to sinners;

•  that He was bold and uncompromising 
in denouncing sin;

•  that He sought not the praise of men, 
when He might have had it;

•  that He went about doing good; 
•  that He was separate from worldly 

people;
•  that He continued instant in prayer; 
•  that He would not let even His nearest 

relations stand in His way when God’s 
work was to be done.

All these things, a holy man will try to 
remember. By them, he will endeavor 
to shape his course in life. He will lay to 
heart the saying of John: “He who says 
he abides in Christ, ought himself also 
so to walk, even as He walked” (1 John 
2:6); and the saying of Peter, that “Christ 
suffered for us, leaving us an example 
that you should follow His steps” (1 Peter 
2:21). Happy is he who has learned to 
make Christ his “all,” both for salvation 
and example! Much time would be saved, 
and much sin prevented — if men would 
oftener ask themselves the question: 
“What would Jesus have said and done 
— if He were in my place?”

4. A holy man will follow after 
meekness, patience, gentleness, 
patience, kind tempers, and 
government of his tongue. 

characters, their feelings, their souls. 
“He who loves another,” says Paul, “has 
fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8). He will 
abhor all lying, slandering, backbiting, 
cheating, dishonesty and unfair dealing 
— even in the least things. He will 
strive to adorn his religion by his entire 
outward demeanor, and to make it lovely 
and beautiful in the eyes of all around 
him.

Alas, what condemning words are the 
thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, and 
the sermon on the mount — when laid 
alongside the conduct of many professing 
Christians!

7. A holy man will follow after a 
spirit of mercy and benevolence 
towards others. 

He will not stand idle all the day. He 
will not be content with doing no harm 
— he will try to do good. He will strive 
to be useful in his day and generation, 
and to lessen the spiritual needs and 
misery around him as far as he can. 
Such was Dorcas: “full of good works 
and alms-deeds, which she did” — not 
merely purposed and talked about — but 
did. Such a one was Paul: “I will very 
gladly spend and be spent for you,” he 
says, “though the more abundantly I 
love you, the less I be loved” (Acts 9:36; 2 
Corinthians 12:15).

8. A holy man will follow after purity 
of heart. 

HOLINESSHOLINESS
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He will dread all immorality, and 
impurity of spirit, and seek to avoid all 
things that might draw him into it. He 
knows his own heart is like tinder — and 
will diligently keep clear of the sparks 
of temptation. Who shall dare to talk of 
their own strength — when David can 
fall?

There is many a hint to be gleaned from 
the ceremonial law. Under it the man 
who only touched a bone or a dead body 
or a grave or a diseased person — became 
at once unclean in the sight of God. And 
these things were emblems and figures. 
Few Christians are ever too watchful and 
too particular about this point.

9. A holy man will follow after the 
fear of God. 

I do not mean the fear of a slave — 
who only works because he is afraid 
of punishment and would be idle if he 
did not dread discovery. I mean rather 
the fear of a child — who wishes to live 
and move as if he was always before his 
father’s face, because he loves him.

What a noble example Nehemiah gives 
us of this! When he became governor at 
Jerusalem, he could have been supported 
the Jews and required money from them 
for his sustenance. The former governors 
had done so. There was none to blame 
him, if he did. But he says, “The former 
governors, in contrast, had laid heavy 
burdens on the people, demanding a 

11. A holy man will follow after 
faithfulness in all the duties and 
relations in life. 

He will try, not merely to fill his place as 
well as others who take no thought for 
their souls — but even better, because he 
has higher motives and more help than 
they. Those words of Paul should never 
be forgotten: “Whatever you do — do it 
heartily, as to the Lord.” “Not slothful in 
business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord.” (Colossians 3:23; Romans 12:11).

Holy people should aim at doing 
everything well and should be ashamed 
of allowing themselves to do anything 
poorly, if they can help it. Like Daniel, 
they should seek to give no “occasion” 
against themselves, except concerning 
the law of their God (Dan. 6:5). They 
should strive to be . . .

•  good husbands and good wives, 
•  good parents and good children, 
•  good masters and good servants,
•  good neighbors, 
•  good friends, 
•  good subjects, 
•  good in private and good in public, 
•  good in the place of business and good 

by their firesides.

Holiness is worth little indeed — if it 
does not bear this kind of fruit. The Lord 
Jesus puts a searching question to His 
people when He says, “What are you 
doing more than others?” (Matthew 5:47).

daily ration of food and wine, besides 
forty pieces of silver. Even their 
assistants took advantage of the people. 
But because I feared God — I did not act 
that way!” (Neh. 5:15).

10. A holy man will follow after 
humility. 

He will desire, in lowliness of mind, to 
esteem all others better than himself. 
He will see more evil in his own heart — 
than in any other in the world.

He will understand something of 
Abraham’s feeling, when he says, “I am 
dust and ashes!”

And Jacob’s feeling, when he says, “I 
am unworthy of the least of all Your 
mercies!”

And Job’s feeling, when he says, “Behold! 
I am vile!”

And Paul’s feeling, when he says, “I am 
the chief of sinners!”

Holy John Bradford, that faithful martyr 
of Christ, would sometimes finish 
his letters with these words: “A most 
miserable sinner, John Bradford.”
The godly William Grimshaw’s last 
words, when he lay on his deathbed, 
were these: “Here goes an unprofitable 
servant!”

12. Last — but not least, a holy 
man will follow after spiritual-
mindedness. 

He will endeavor to set his affections 
on things above, and to hold things on 
earth with a very loose hand. He will 
not neglect the business of the present 
life; but the first place in his mind 
and thoughts will be given to eternal 
realities. He will aim to live like one 
whose treasure is in Heaven, and to pass 
through this world like a stranger and 
pilgrim traveling to his home.

To commune with God in prayer, in the 
Bible, and in the assembly of His people 
— these things will be the holy man’s 
chief enjoyments. He will value every 
thing and place and company — just in 
proportion as it draws him nearer to God. 
He will enter into something of David’s 
feeling, when he says, “My soul follows 
hard after You!” “You are my portion!” 
(Psalm 63:8; 119:57).

Here let me insert, that I am not without 
fear that my meaning will be mistaken, 
and the description I have given of 
holiness will discourage some tender 
conscience. I would not willingly make 
one righteous heart sad, or throw a 
stumbling block in any believer’s way.

I do not say for a moment that 
holiness shuts out the presence of 
indwelling sin. No, far from it. It is the 
greatest misery of a holy man, that he 
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carries about with him a “body of sin and 
death”; that often when he would do good 
— but evil is present with him; that the 
old man is clogging all his movements 
and, as it were, trying to draw him back 
at every step he takes! (Romans 7:21).

But it is the excellence of a holy man — 
that he is not at peace with indwelling 
sin, as others are. He hates it, mourns 
over it and longs to be free from its 
company. The work of sanctification 
within him, is like the wall of Jerusalem 
— the building goes forward “even in 
troublous times” (Dan. 9:25).

Neither do I say that holiness 
comes to ripeness and perfection 
all at once; or that these graces I 
have touched on must be found in 
full bloom and vigor, before you 
can call a man holy. No, far from it! 
Sanctification is always a progressive 
work. Some men’s graces are in the 
blade, some in the ear, and some are 
like full grain in the ear. (Mark 4:28) All 
must have a beginning. We must never 
despise “the day of small things.”

Sanctification in the very holiest 
man — is an imperfect work. The 
history of the brightest saints that ever 
lived, will contain many a “but” and 
“however” and “notwithstanding” before 
you reach the end. The gold will never 
be without some dross, the light will 
never shine without some clouds — until 
we reach the heavenly Jerusalem. The 

and yet have many a winding and turn. 
Just so, a man may be truly holy — and 
yet be drawn aside by many an infirmity. 
Gold is not the less gold because mingled 
with alloy; nor light the less light 
because faint and dim; nor grace the less 
grace because young and weak.

But after every allowance, I cannot see 
how any man deserves to be called “holy” 
— who willfully allows himself in sins, 
and is not humbled and ashamed because 
of them. I dare not call anyone “holy” — 
who makes a habit of willfully neglecting 
known duties and willfully doing what he 
knows God has commanded him not to 
do. Well says Owen, “I do not understand 
how a man can be a true believer, unto 
whom sin is not the greatest burden, 
sorrow and trouble!”

Such are the leading characteristics 
of practical holiness. Let us examine 
ourselves and see whether we are 
acquainted with it. Let us prove our own 
selves.

sun itself has spots upon its face. The 
holiest men have many a blemish and 
defect when weighed in the balance of 
the sanctuary. Their life is a continual 
warfare with sin, the world and the devil; 
and sometimes you will see them not 
overcoming — but overcome! The flesh is 
ever lusting against the spirit, and the 
spirit against the flesh. In many things 
we all stumble. (Galatians 5:17; James 
3:2).

But still, for all this, I am sure that to 
have such a character as I have faintly 
drawn, is the heart’s desire and prayer of 
all true Christians. They press towards 
it — if they do not reach it. They may not 
attain to it — but they always aim at it. 
It is what they strive and labor to be — if 
it is not what they are.

And I do boldly and confidently say, 
that true holiness is a great reality. It is 
something in a man that can be seen and 
known and marked and felt by all around 
him.

It is light — if it exists, it will show itself. 
It is salt — if it exists, its savor will be 
perceived. 
It is a precious ointment — if it exists, its 
fragrance cannot be hidden.

I am sure that we should make 
allowance for much backsliding, 
for much occasional deadness in 
professing Christians. I know a road 
may lead from one point to another — 

HOLINESSHOLINESS

off thy feet” (Ex. 3:5). He is to be served 
“with fear” (Ps. 2:11). Of Israel His 
demand was, “I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh Me, and before all 
the people I will be glorified” (Lev. 10:3). 
The more our hearts are awed by His 
ineffable holiness, the more acceptable 
will be our approaches unto Him.

Because God is holy we should desire to 
be conformed to Him. His command is, 
“Be ye holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). 
We are not bidden to be omnipotent 
or omniscient as God is, but we are 
to be holy, and that “in all manner of 
deportment” (1 Peter 1:15).

This is the prime way of honouring God. 
We do not so glorify God by elevated 
admirations, or eloquent expressions, or 
pompous services of Him, as when we 
aspire to a conversing with Him with 
unstained spirits, and live to Him in 
living like Him (Stephen Charnock).

Then as God alone is the Source and 
Fount of holiness, let us earnestly seek 
holiness from Him; let our daily prayer 
be that He may “sanctify us wholly; and 
our whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23).

Cont’d from page 13
THE HOLINESS OF GOD
By A. W. Pink

John Charles Ryle
10 May 1816 – 10 June 1900
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Even if you’ve forgotten 
which number of the Ten 
Commandments it is, I’m sure 
you know that one of them 
says, “You shall not take the 
name of the Lord your God in 
vain.” (It’s the third, by the 
way, found in Exod. 20:7.) 

When is the last time you’ve meditated 
on the meaning of this command? 
When is the last time you’ve given 
some introspection to your obedience/
disobedience to this command?

What does it mean to take God’s name in 
vain?Vain has to do with what is “empty, 
frivolous, or insincere,” according to J. I. 
Packer. As we all know, this definition 
applies to using God’s name (or any of his 
names) as profanity, as an expletive for 
disgust or surprise, such as “God damn.” 
It’s difficult to write that phrase; I hope 
that it’s difficult to read it. It’s a doubly 
blasphemous phrase since it makes light 
of God’s name and his just damnation—
maybe even triply blasphemous when 
such holy words and realities are 
stolen to express personal disgust or 
unrighteous anger.

phrases litter the speech we hear. Surely 
“OMG!” are three of the most frequently 
typed letters on social media and in texts. 
These are useless, thoughtless fillers 
used for anything and everything that is 
barely amusing or surprising.

Let’s be clear, Christian: these common 
phrases are using God’s name emptily, 
frivolously, insincerely. It’s no surprise 
when the world steals from God’s honor, 
but as for us, these things ought not 
to be. We must not rationalize and 
say, “It’s just one word; God knows my 
heart; he knows I don’t mean anything 
blasphemous.” The third commandment 
is in fact about a word, a name. More 
than that, it is about God’s honor. God’s 
name isn’t empty, frivolous, or insincere; 
indeed, God isn’t empty, frivolous, or 
insincere. We must not treat him as 
such, whether in our hearts or in our 
speech.

This is not a point that good Christians 
can and do disagree on, like the use of 
alcohol, or celebrating Halloween, or 
using off-color words like crap. This one 
is more black and white than whether 
you should designate that receipt as a 
tax deduction or not. God reveals his 

I’m not expecting Christians to police this 
wicked world, rebuking every overheard 
blasphemy. We shouldn’t be surprised 
when unbelievers speak like it. But as for 
us, God’s covenant people, may it never 
be that we use God’s names in such 
overtly blasphemous ways.

More Than Just Profanity

If taking God’s name in vain means 
using it frivolously or insincerely, then 
the third commandment speaks to more 
than just overt profanity. It also applies 
to the more common, more culturally 
acceptable phrases like “Oh God!” or “Oh 
my God!” I sense that some of us have let 
down our guard. I suspect that some of 
us have let the world’s saturated use of 
these phrases shape us.

Granted, it is possible to speak the words 
“Oh God” or “Oh my God” and not sin. 
These words may begin a prayer at a 
moment of shocking tragedy. Imagine a 
mother finding her son with a near-fatal 
injury. She may look upward and cry 
“Oh my God!” as a pregnant prayer that 
implies a need for divine help. But surely 
that tragic scenario is a world away from 
today’s thoughtless, needless uses. These 

holy names in the Bible, and we cannot 
borrow them for frivolous, useless speech.

Applied positively, the third 
commandment calls us to speak of and 
sing to God accurately, thoughtfully, 
descriptively, reverently, and 
worshipfully. Space won’t permit 
exploring those applications of the third 
commandment, but the mere mention 
of them should add weight to this whole 
discussion. They hopefully add depth and 
dimension to God’s own resolve: “I will be 
jealous for my holy name” (Ezek. 39:25). 
And praise God that the preceding words 
in that verse contain another divine 
resolve: “I will . . have mercy.” What hope 
for broken sinners: God rests his promise 
of mercy to us on his very name—his 
jealous, holy name.

Ryan Kelly is the pastor for preaching at 
Desert Springs Church in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and a Council member 
of The Gospel Coalition. He is a PhD 
candidate in historical theology at Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam.
This article originally appeared on 
the Gospel Coalition’s website:  www.
thegospelcoalition.org.

ARE YOU OBEYING THE THIRD 
COMMANDMENT?
BY RYAN KELLY
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Highlights from the Scottish 
Presbytery – Feb 2014 – 
by Rev. Ross Macaskill

Life in the Church in many respects 
mirrors the life of the believer where 
there are so many twists and turns. 
There are times of happiness and 
sadness.  Achievements on the way and 
at times discouragements too.  This past 
Presbytery showed something of that 
variety.

Each time we meet there is a roll call for 
all the members and any who want to be 
associated with us. This call is to keep 
business in order but it also reminds us 
who we are working together with in the 
labours of the gospel. We are blessed to 
have men who are committed to the truth 
of God in this day and age and whose 
conviction is to remain so to the end.

It was solemn, therefore, for us to 
remember our late brother in the Lord, 
Mr Kenneth Maclean, Strath. As an elder 
Kenny served the Poolewe congregation 
faithfully and he was for many years a 
member of the Presbytery serving recently 
as Moderator. The Rev Alexander Murray 
gave a fitting tribute to him. Although 
Kenny will be sorely missed we are 
mindful that he has gone to be with the 
Lord Jesus. We remember Catriona and 
all the family in their loss.

Often the business of Presbytery is taken 
up with the pastoral concern of our 

privilege of friendship and fellowship with 
Alexander and that he continues to give 
thanks to God for him and his ministry 
among us.

News from Oban APC – 
by Rev. Archie MacPhail
 
For some years the church has supported 
Christian-led youth work in the town. 
This year we are helping to provide a copy 
of Luke’s gospel for school pupils. It is 
being published to commemorate the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. Please pray the 
local High School would continue to be 
accepting of the idea, and that the Spirit 
would apply his Word to those young 
people.
At the start of the year we began two new 
ventures at worship times. On Sunday 
mornings we study the Heidelberg 
Catechism, and the sermon is on a 
passage of Scripture relevant to that 
Lord’s Day. Midweek we have been using 
Richard Bewes’ ‘Open Home, Open Bible’ 
DVDs, looking at various key Christian 
doctrines. 
Please pray also for the Argyll Convention 
in which some of us are involved. It runs 
from 5th to 7th August with the theme: 
‘Christ Redeeming and Returning’. Our 
main speakers are Richard Bewes and 
Hector Morrison. We ask the Lord to bring 
the people and to give his blessing. 

congregations. The vacancy in Stornoway 
is very much a concern to the Presbytery. 
It has not been without its difficulties 
but we look to the Lord for his blessing. 
The Presbytery appointed Mr William 
Mackenzie and Rev Ross Macaskill as 
assessors to the Kirk Session to help with 
the work there. We would like the wider 
church to pray for the congregation, the 
Kirk Session and their Interim Moderator 
(Rev John van Eyk) at this time.

One of the concerns of Presbytery is to 
strengthen its support and ties with all 
of our congregations. One suggestion is 
that some of the Presbytery meetings 
throughout the year be conducted in our 
different churches in order to encourage 
and strengthen our relationships with one 
another.

Finally, it was also a pleasure to hear 
Mr Roderick MacKenzie speak a word 
of appreciation for our brother Rev 
Alexander Murray who recently passed 
a significant milestone in his ministry. 
In February of 1954, sixty years ago, 
Alexander Murray was ordained to the 
Ministry. Roderick spoke with warm 
affection for Alexander’s ministry and 
reminisced about communion weekends 
where they shared fellowship as young 
men. One busy weekend in Halkirk meant 
that they had to share a bed together! 
Another more noteworthy weekend in 
Stornoway was blessed greatly to Roderick 
impacting his faith in the Lord Jesus. 
Roderick concluded speaking of the 

NEWS FROM DZUWA ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - MALAWI
by Mr. John Joseph (JJ) Matandika

INTRODUCTION
It has been a great joy for me to spearhead 
the launch of the Associated Presbyterian 
Church in Malawi with the joint effort of 
my fellow missionaries at Joy to the World 
Ministries, Malawi under the oversight of 
the Canadian Presbytery of the Associated 
Presbyterian Churches.   I constantly give 
praise to the Lord Jesus Christ for this 
new development and for everyone who 
has taken part in it thus far. 
 
The Lord has put together a wonderful 
team that is committed to the gospel and 
is serving together for the cause of Christ 
and His church in Dzuwa.  Our team 
comprises of:
 1.  Mr. Moses Kapenuka who is currently 

serving as the session clerk.
2.  Mr. Gift Matandika who is serving as a 

church elder
3.  Mr. Patrick January serving as the 

church deacon.
4.  Mr. Happy Nyirenda also serving as the 

church deacon.
5.  Mr. Jordan Mwakyelu who is labouring 

to translate the song book into the local 
language.

6.  Mr. Timothy Matandika serving as the 
youth ministry leader.

7.  Mr. Kalonje and Mr. Mgubani from the 
community who are both serving as 
church elders.

 

CONGREGATIONAL  NEWSCONGREGATIONAL  NEWS
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These brothers have been a great 
encouragement to me in this endeavour 
to establish the Associated Presbyterian 
Church in Malawi.
 
Here is a brief overview of our various 
ministries so far:
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Mr. Moses Kapenuka (our Session Clerk), 
is also teaching the children’s Sunday 
school class. The emphasis is to teach 
the children the Bible at an early stage. 
The goal for this class is to “Train up 
a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it” 
(Proverbs 22:6).  The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism is part of the children’s Sunday 
school curriculum to help them not just 
memorize verses from the Bible, but also 
know the implications of the Word of God 
in their lives.
 
YOUTH MINISTRY
We have a youth Sunday school class 
which is being taught by Mr. Happy 
Nyirenda (our deacon). The goal is to 
see them “… flee youthful passions and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart” (2 Timothy 
2:22).  The Westminster Confession of 
Faith is part of the youth Sunday school 
curriculum and each Sunday they will be 
going through the Confession chapter by 
chapter.
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Mrs. Esnart Matandika is leading the 
women’s ministry. The goal for this is 
to develop godly women with a pure 
conduct (1 Peter 3:2) before the Lord. The 
emphasis will be on the role women can 
play in the church and their homes.  We 
are still looking for materials to develop a 
solid curriculum for the women’s ministry. 
  
MEN’S MINISTRY
We also hope to launch a men’s ministry 
the emphasis will be on the role men can 
play in the church and their homes so 
as to always bring glory and honour to 
God.  We are also looking for materials 
to develop a solid curriculum for the men 
which would teach them how to reach out 
to others.
 
NEW BELIEVERS CLASS
This special class has been started to 
reach adults many of whom were un-
churched.  Some are joining us from 
a number of un-evangelical or Roman 
Catholic churches.  This class is also 
meant for those who were unbelievers 
and have just come to believe the gospel 
as adults. I am currently teaching this 
class.  We will be meeting twice a week: 
Sunday and Wednesday mornings.  So far, 
the class has four people, three men and 
one woman. Mr. Mbeta, one of the class 
members came from the Gule wa Mkulu 
(a Chewa traditional/religious sect) and 
was one of the most influential leaders of 
the sect. I asked him a few questions to 

get to know why he has chosen to follow 
the Lord. He acknowledged that he has 
led many astray and is now coming to the 
Lord to repent and ask for his forgiveness.  
Mr. Bisalomu from the Roman Catholic 
Church cited misguided preaching to be 
a reason why he has chosen to join the 
APC. Mrs. Chagwilika also came from the 
Gule wa Mkulu and is part of the class. 
At the moment we are going through the 
Gospel According to John.  My goal and 
prayer is to teach them to the gospel so 
that (in the words of the Apostle John), “…
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name” (John 20:31). 
The Westminster Larger Catechism will 
be part of the curriculum.  Please pray for 
this class.
 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
PROGRAMME
Paul writes to Timothy: “You then, my 
child, be strengthened by the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust  to faithful men who 
will also be able to teach others also” (2 
Timothy 2:1-2).  A strong leadership with 
a sound commitment to obey the biblical 
leadership guidelines leads to a strong 
church. We have started a leadership 
training programme with the purpose of 
developing a good spiritual leadership for 
our church. The class includes the session 
clerk, church elders and deacons. It has 
been a wonderful experience so far. We 
meet on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
 

We are currently praying and thinking 
of starting a church-based theological 
training program in order to prepare men 
for the ministry.  As a church we will be 
growing and will be expanding to other 
areas.  This will call for more men to 
fill ministerial positions. Congregations 
without ministers die young. We do not 
want to fall into the trap of planting many 
congregations without spiritual care. 
 
JOYFUL MOMENT
I count it a wonderful blessing to be 
serving the Lord with APC Malawi. It is 
such a joyful thing for me to be given the 
duty of preaching Sunday by Sunday.  
I am currently preaching through 
1 Corinthians.  So far, it has been a 
wonderful growing experience for me.   To 
God be the glory!
 
CONCLUSION
Pray for us as we endeavour to make 
Christ known in Dzuwa community. 
Pray for a bright future of Dzuwa APC. 
Pray for the establishment of other APC 
congregations here in Malawi. This is the 
need of the hour. We have an awesome 
task of displaying to the world what a 
biblical church looks like.  Even though we 
are not perfect (and will never be in this 
life), it is our desire to truly be “the salt 
and light of the earth” (Matthew 5:13-16).  
“...With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” (Matthew 
19:26).

CONGREGATIONAL  NEWSCONGREGATIONAL  NEWS
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“GIFT AID – SCOTTISH CONGREGATIONS

The UK tax authorities have asked charities 
to amend the Gift Aid declaration form for 
those contributors who make offerings to the 
God’s work. The General Treasurer of the 
Scottish Presbytery, Mr Laurence Mackenzie, 
respectfully asks that Congregational 
Treasurers ensure that all contributors have 
signed the new forms and mailed them to him 
at the following address:   
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland
Halifax, HX4 8LN.  

If anyone has any questions, please do contact  
Mr. L. Mackenzie at this email address:  
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com. 

Our ability to continue, financially, as a 
denomination is completely dependent on 
reclaiming the tax you have paid on your 
contributions. May the Lord bless you for your 
kindness. 

If you are a UK tax-payer and are not 
currently contributing through Gift Aid I 
would urge you to prayerfully consider this 
matter; essentially it adds 20% to what 
you give to the work of Christ. A Gift  Aid 
declaration form is available for download on 
our website: www.apchurches.org/gift-aid-
scottish-congregations.

Greetings in His Holy Name!  Hope you 
will be fine by His grace. I have received 
your newsletter, thank you very much for 
remembering me.  These books always 
help me to keep stronger in faith and 
increase my knowledge a lot.  
Your Sister in Christ, 
Ceci Nabila – Pakistan

Thank you very much for APC 
Magazines you sent me.  I got them this 
week and have shared them among the 
pastors and leaders we are working 
together here.  And they are appreciating 
them very much.  Thank you for keeping 
me on the mailing list.  
Emmanuel Zgambo – Malawi

Praise God I got the magazines. May 
God continue to bless you.  Some pastors 
have started benefiting already.  Remain 
blessed.  
Your brother George Mbunwe – 
Cameroon

Please keep on sending more APC News. 
They are of much help; it is the word of 
God into practice.  
Be blessed, 
Dominique Mukurarinda – Rwanda 

Having received the APC NEWS 
Magazine gave one to brother at prison 
(Sambalpur Circle Jail). He said it is so 
beneficial and urged me to write to you 
so that we find permission to translate 
and as the Lord provides to pass on to 
Pastors for edification, empowerment 
and motivation in His mission services.  
With Christian love and warmest 
greetings to you all from us all, Bro. 
Anargalam Limma – India

Although we are members of the Free 
Church of Scotland, we enjoy reading 
your excellent magazine.  
W & S A – Scotland, UK

I would like to receive the APC magazine 
sent to me regularly. Perhaps you could 
arrange that I receive a copy of each 
issue.  
CT – Scotland

Thank you for sending us your comments. 
We appreciate it and welcome your 
comments. Please email your comments 
to: editor@apchurches.org

COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

“ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD OF HOSTS; 

THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY!” 

ISAIAH 6:3

SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS FOR APC NEWS

The APC News is published 6 times per year 
beginning with the January/ February issue. 
The cost is £10 per year including postage and is 
considered as a donation.

I would like to thank everyone who has paid 
their subscriptions also those who have given 
generous donations. However there are still a 
few who have yet to pay their subscriptions. 
Therefore, I would like to remind you to please 
send your subscriptions to the address below at 
your earliest convenience. Thank you.

Clark Walls, Treasurer (APC News)

Please send your subscription fee to:

Mr. Clark Walls
2A Stratton Road, Inverness

IV2 3XA, Scotland, UK
 

Telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com
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DUNDEE
Rev. Donald C. Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee, 
DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk
Dens Road Church
11 Dens Road – Sunday 11am & 
6.30pm; usually Wed 7pm 

EDINBURGH
Rev. John Ross
6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh EH10 
7AG
Tel: 0131 466 6247
email: jrossapc@googlemail.com
Sunday11:30am and 5pm
Bible Study Wed 7:30pm at 47 
Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free 
Church, High Street
11am & 6:30pm, 
Wednesday 7:30pm
Contact: Donald MacNicol
Tel: 01397 712405

INVERNESS
Rev. Dr John C A Ferguson
16 Drummond Road, Inverness, 
IV2 4NB
Tel: 01463 223983
Kingsview Christian Centre  
Balnafettack Road; 
Sundays 11:30am & 6pm,
Wed 7:30pm

Centre Manager: 
Ken MacDonald
Tel: 01463 716843 
email: kenmac.arnish@gmail.com
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

KINLOCHBERVIE & LAIRG & ROGART
Rev. Gordon Murray
APC Manse, Saval Road, 
Lairg, IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176 email: 
revgordonmurray@gmail.com

Kinlochbervie: Day Care Centre 
Main Street, 11am
Lairg Church: 6pm
Rogart Church: 2pm  (2nd and 4th 
Sunday only)
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating 
between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC – 11am 

Lochinver Free Church at 6pm
Contacts: Mrs E. MacKenzie 
Tel 01571 855279 or 
Mrs I Macaulay 
Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Rev. Archibald McPhail
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, 
Oban PA34 5TN
Tel: 01631 567076
Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

Campbell Street Church – 11am & 
6:30pm, Wed 7:30pm 

POOLEWE
Joint Worship with Free Church, 
Services Inverasdale
10.30am (with Sunday School); 
Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm

SKYE AND HARRIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Portree, Skye, IV51 9PS
Tel: 01470 582421 
Email: 
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com 

SKYE: Portree APC Church,  
Staffin Road – 11am & 4:45pm,    
CofS, Dunvegan – 12:45 & 6:30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7:30pm, 
1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 2nd, 4th 
Dunvegan. Thurs – Bible Study 
Portree 2nd & 4th at 7:30pm

HARRIS: Seilabost Primary 
School – 12 noon and 6pm (2nd 
Sabbath each month 6pm service is 
a joint service with and at Scarista 
CofS) Local Contact: Mr Finlay 
Maclennan Tel: 01859 550252

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev. John van 
Eyk TAIN & Fearn; 72 Keith Street 
– 11am & 6:30pm, Thu 7:30pm. 
www.apcstornoway.com

TAIN & FEARN
Rev. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, 
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street – 
11:30am; Hilton Church 10am, Wed 
7:30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 
3rd, 5th Lord’s Day Hilton; 2nd, 4th 
in Tain; www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev. Ross Macaskill
Castleview, 64 Roxburgh Road,  
Wick, KW1 5HP
Tel: 01955 928 075
emailjrrm@gmail.com
Wick Church – 11am; Strathy 
Church – 2pm
www.wickpresby.weebly.com

ABROAD

NEW WESTMINSTER, CANADA
Rev. F Matandika
#203, 204 Sixth Street
New Westminster, BC
V3L 3A1 Canada
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040
www.newwestminsterchapel.org

Lord’s Day Services: 
Sunday School: 1pm
Morning Worship: 11am
Evening Worship: 6:30pm
Wed/Thr Prayer & Bible Study: 
7:00pm. Call for the venues 
regarding the mid-week meetings.

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website 
at www.apchurches.org or by 
contacting the General Treasurer of 
the Scottish Presbytery:
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie;  
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 
Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel 01422 604458
Email: laurence.r.mackenzie@
btinternet.com

MODERATOR OF SCOTTISH PRESBYTERY
Rev. John van Eyk
TAIN/FEARN

CLERK OF SCOTTISH PRESBYTERY
Rev. Archibald McPhail
OBAN

ASSISTANT CLERK OF SCOTTISH PRESBYTERY 
PRO TEM
Rev. Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY
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