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 A few Malawians try to sell their wares at a busy corner

Malawi
formerly Nyasaland, is the country in which the Scottish Christian 
medical explorer and missionary David Livingstone, laboured for 
many years. Two of our ministers went to a conference in Malawi 

in July and a short report of the conference is inside. Malawi is 
bordered by Zambia, Tanzania and Mozambique.
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WE ARE FACING a crucial time in  
our history as a nation. More and 
more legislation is eating away at our  
Christian freedom. Daily in the 
media we read and hear of Christians 
being marginalised and even 
punished for living out their faith in 
accordance with long accepted 
biblical teaching. It is a time for 
strong leadership.
 In Scripture we regularly read 
that God raised up a leader in Israel 
to bring the nation back to God. In 
our own history, God has raised up 
godly people in the past which 
brought spiritual revival and health 
to our nation. Today, the Church 
needs strong leadership to respond 
and react biblically to the important 
issues of our day. 
 Let us note that leadership is a 
special calling. We can be good 
Christians, and yet be poor leaders. 
Leadership requires gifts and talents 
that not every Christian possesses. A 
man may be of an excellent Christian 
character, even with good spiritual 

discernment and yet not possess the 
necessary gifts of leadership. 
 Churches all over our land need 
committed leaders who are aware of 
what is happening in our country 
and what type of response is needed 
to the varying problems of our day.
 A congregation needs elders to 
lead them in the right direction. A 
denomination needs leaders to 
address the nation’s spiritual needs 
and to give the necessary warnings. 
 We have forgotten that our 
governments are obligated to live 
under the Christian faith. We have 
forgotten that our Confession of 
Faith was borne out of a request by 
the government to the Church to 
provide a confession of the true faith. 
And so, our Westminster Confession 
of Faith was ‘ratified and established 
by Acts of Parliament 1649 and 1690, 
as the publick and avowed 
confession of the church of Scotland’ 
and ‘as a part of the covenanted 
uniformity in religion betwixt the 
churches of Christ in the kingdoms 
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of Scotland, England, and Ireland’.
 Our successive governments 
have ignored some of the basic and 
fundamental laws of God and 
relegated the Bible and our 
Confession of Faith to the history 
bin. We are trying to be a multi-
cultural and multi-racial society, and 
the ‘powers that be’ want equality of 
all religions and all cultures. But it is 
impossible to give every religion an 
equal place.  A nation must have only  
one religion to be able to function 
consistently without prejudicing 
itself. Christian leaders need to 
become more vocal and to testify in a  
reasonable way to the reality and 
blessings of the Christian faith.
 Cornelius van Til said ‘There is 
not a square inch of ground in 
heaven or on earth or under the 
earth in which there is peace 
between Christ and Satan...No one 
can stand back, refusing to become 
involved. He is involved from the day  
of his birth and even from before his 
birth. Jesus said “He that is not with 
me is against me” . If you say that 
you are ‘not involved’ you are in fact 
involved in Satan’s side’!
 No one can really be neutral. 
Joshua asked the Israelites to choose 
who they were going to serve, and 
said that to ‘forsake the Lord’ is 
actually to ‘serve other gods’ [Jos 
24:16]. Elijah asked the people of 
Israel to choose between God and 
Baal [1Kin 18:21]. What if the people 
decided not to vote for either, 
claiming neutrality in the issue? That 

would be a decision against Jehovah. 
 There is no such thing as being 
neutral. Standing on the sidelines 
and refusing to help an accidental 
victim die, is not claiming neutrality. 
To decide not to ‘get involved’ by 
either not walking away or by 
refusing to help a victim, incurs guilt. 
“You shall not see your brother’s 
donkey or his ox fallen down by the 
way and ignore them. You shall help 
him to lift them up again” [Deu 
22:4].
 Our nation is fallen down. It 
needs to be lifted up again. It is a 
time for action. The Church needs 
leaders to lead our nation back to 
God. We need leaders like the men of  
Issachar, about whom we read they 
were “men who had understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do” [1 Chr 12:32].  
 Each age and generation has its 
own peculiar characteristics which 
need addressing. Wisdom and 
understanding is necessary for every 
age. Moses said to Israel “Choose for 
your tribes wise, understanding, 
and experienced men and I will 
appoint them as your heads” [Deu 
1:23]. Solomon asked God for 
wisdom and got it “And God gave 
Solomon wisdom and understand-
ing beyond measure, and breadth of 
mind like the sand on the seashore”
[1Kin 4:29]. ‘O Lord, raise up a 
Moses, a David, a Solomon, a Daniel, 
a Paul for us today. Come and help 
us to lead Your people in the way 
that they should go.                           ❐
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DRAGGED AWAY
Every morning in Pakistan, Babar 
and Maria Masih and their children 
worshipped the Lord together. A 
neighbouring Muslim family tried to 
stop them. Eventually there was an 
angry confrontation between the 
families. On 8 April four Muslims 
broke into their home and dragged 
away their 15 year old daughter 
Izma “Call your God for help to 
whom you worship loudly and 
regularly, if he can save you”. They 
beat her and the next day told her 
parents that she had converted to 
Islam. Please pray that the Pakistani  
authorities will find Izma and return  
her to her family and give thanks 
that we have freedom to worship 
God.

TWO SHOT DEAD
Two Christian brothers accused of 
blasphemy were shot dead as they 
left court in Faisalabad, Pakistan on 
19 July. They were accused of 
producing handwritten pamphlets 
defiling Muhammad, but a report 
from a handwriting expert found 

that the writing did not match 
theirs. A week earlier a mob of 
thousands of  Muslim protestors 
had demanded the death sentence 
for them which forced many 
families to flee for their safety. Pray 
for this family as they grieve the loss 
of these two brothers and ask God 
to protect believers in Faisalabad 
from this wave of anti-Christian 
violence.

CHRISTIAN FREEDOM?
Premier Christian Media in July 
issued proceedings against the 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, Jeremy Hunt, after its 
national station, Premier Christian 
Radio, was refused permission to 
broadcast an advert calling on 
Christians to report any experience 
of Christian marginalisation in the 
workplace.
 The commercial radio 
advertising body, RACC, rejected 
the advert on the grounds that it 
was deemed political and in breech 
of the advertising code.
 Premier has disputed the 
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decision. It is running a campaign -  
freedomofthecross.com - asking the 
public to share how they have seen 
the Christian faith marginalised. 
‘Increasingly we have witnessed 
Christian marginalisation in this 
country. Premier has collected two 
years’ worth of data, all of which 
confirms that Christians are 
experiencing marginalisation’, said 
Peter Kerridge, Chief Executive at 
Premier. After great consideration, 
we have taken the step to issue legal 
proceedings because the threat of 
Christian marginalisation must be 
addressed boldly and directly. It is 
ironic that, while trying to shine a 
light on this issue, Premier Radio has 
been silenced.’
 Premier Christian Media began 
to research the question of Christian 
marginalisation in the summer of 
2008, prompted by concern voiced 
in the media by prominent Christian 
leaders. The request for a judicial 
review is expected to be answered by 
October. Please pray that the voice of  
Christianity would be fairly treated 
and heard in our land.

CHINA: GROWTH
‘Religion Today’ reported in August 
that Christians in China’s official 
churches face greater opportunity 
and much less persecution than 15 
years ago. 
 Matthew George Chunakara, 
Director of the World Council of 
Churches’ International Affairs and 
Public Witness, said ‘It is not just the 

poor you see in churches, even the 
rich and educated are embracing 
Christianity’.
 Since the early 1970s, when an 
estimated three million Christians 
lived in China, that number has shot 
up to as many as 130 million. Now 
security officials ‘will not raid unless 
provoked’ by a church. 
 No doubt the many prayers 
which have been made for China 
over the years have borne fruit. 
Continue to pray for this huge 
nation.

USA
‘Religion Today’  reported in August 
that a graduate student in 
counselling at Augusta State 
University is suing on claims that she 
was threatened with dismissal unless 
she undertook a remediation 
programme to change her beliefs on 
homosexuality and transgendered 
persons.
 Although officials say the school 
does not discriminate based on 
students’ ‘moral, religious, political 
or personal views or beliefs’, the 
faculty promised to expel Miss 
Keeton from the programme simply 
because she has communicated that 
she holds to Christian ethical 
convictions.
 Do pray that authorities would 
recognise that Christians have a right  
to be protected from discrimination.

GOVERNMENT PLEDGE?
The government minister for 

APC News No 143                                Page 6               September/October 2010



communities said in July that the 
state will no longer try to clamp 
down on Christianity. Eric Pickles, 
speaking at a meeting of faith 
leaders, declared: ‘The days of state 
trying to suppress Christianity and 
other faiths are over’. Earlier, Andy 
Burnham, a candidate for the Labour  
Party leadership, said his party 
needed to apologise for creating a 
culture which sidelined Christians.
 Faith leaders at a meeting with 
Mr Pickles expressed their encour-
agement at the government’s 
position. Mr Pickles, who is MP for 
Brentwood and Ongar in Essex, also 
commented that the new 
government’s values ‘the role of 
religion and faith in public life’. He 
praised faith communities for 
making a difference to ‘every 
neighbourhood in the country’ and 
said ‘that has not been sufficiently 
recognised by central government’.
 Please pray earnestly that 
Christianity would indeed be 
recognised as a blessing to society 
and that more Christians would 
become active in public affairs 
promoting truth and righteousness 
in every area of life.

CHANNEL 4 MISREPRESENTS
Christian groups have rallied to 
respond to Channel 4 ‘Dispatches’ 
documentary, stating that it 
presented an unbalanced view of 
African churches in Britain.
 A joint statement from several 

groups responded to the ‘British 
Witch Children’ documentary saying 
the vast majority of African churches 
did not subscribe to abusive 
practices. The programme revealed 
an appalling abuse of children in 
some rogue churches, which branded 
children as witches or demon-
possessed, thereby justifying cruel 
and wicked abuse.
 A joint statement from the 
groups said ‘We are disappointed 
that Channel 4 made no attempt to 
contact either the Evangelical 
Alliance or Churches Together in 
England for comment during the 
production of this programme. 
 ‘We are also dismayed that the 
programme did not feature any 
Christian representatives, who would 
have condemned these practices and 
provided the context that they are 
not tolerated in the vast majority of 
African churches’.
 Steve Clifford, general director 
of the EA. said ‘There is no justifi-
cation in any circumstances, for child 
abuse or sexual abuse and we whole-
heartedly condemn any cases of the 
vulnerable being abused or exploited 
in the name of God. The vast 
majority of churches, whatever their 
cultural background, foster respect, 
nurture and care for children’.
 Again we have the bias of the 
media misrepresenting the facts 
concerning the Christian faith. Do 
pray for honesty in the media 
without any prejudice or bias against 
the Christian faith.                             ❐ 
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ONE OF THE fruits of justification 
according to Paul in Romans 5, is 
that we “rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces  
character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us” (3-5, ESV).  As Ajith Fernando 
reminds us in the August 2010 issue 
of Christianity Today, ‘In 18 different 
New Testament passages, suffering 
and joy appear together. In fact, 
suffering is often the cause for joy 
[Rom 5:3-5; Col 1:24; James 1:2-3].’ 
 What Fernando has mostly in 
mind is the suffering that 
accompanies serving Christ in many 
parts of the world, including Sri 
Lanka where he ministers.
 We in the West know little of 
such suffering. But as I shared in a 
recent series of articles, many of us 
know the physical suffering that 
comes from serious illness. I wrote of  
my own experience with cancer and 
how it affected ministry to one 
family and one individual in 

particular. I also mentioned that 
several other individuals in my 
congregation were subsequently 
diagnosed with various forms of this 
disease. 
 One woman was initially 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, 
only to discover to her great relief 
that her tumor was non-malignant. 
However, her cancer scare affected 
her deeply and I am grateful to her 
for directing my attention to an 
excellent article, written by John 
Piper when he was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer a few years ago. It 
can be found on the desiringGod.org  
website.
 The article is called ‘Don’t 
Waste Your Cancer’ and includes 
comments from David Powlison of 
the Christian Counseling and 
Education Foundation, who was 
likewise diagnosed with prostate 
cancer.  There are ten points made 
by Piper, with commentary on each 
point by Powlison. The entire article 
is well-worth reading, but what I 
would like to do here is highlight five 
of Piper’s points, without any 
commentary of my own until the 
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end, in the hope that they may be of 
some help to others who may not 
have yet read the entire article:
 1. You will waste your 
cancer if you do not believe it is 
designed for you by God.
 It will not do to say that God 
only uses our cancer but does not 
design it. What God permits, he 
permits for a reason. And that reason 
is his design. If God foresees 
molecular developments becoming 
cancer, he can stop it or not. If he 
does not, he has a purpose. Since he 
is infinitely wise, it is right to call this 
purpose a design. Satan is real and 
causes many pleasures and pains. 
But he is not ultimate. So when he 
strikes Job with boils [Job 2:7], Job 
attributes it ultimately to God [2:10] 

and the inspired writer agrees: 
“They . . . comforted him for all the 
evil that the Lord had brought upon 
him” [Job 42:11]. If you don’t believe 
your cancer is designed for you by 
God, you will waste it. 
 2. You will waste your 
cancer if you believe it is a 
curse and not a gift.
 “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus” [Romans 8:1]. “Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse for 
us” [Galatians 3:13]. “There is no 
enchantment against Jacob, no 
divination against Israel” [Numbers 
23:23]. “The Lord God is a sun and 
shield; the Lord bestows favor and 
honor. No good thing does he 
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graveyard at St Peter’s Free Church, off Perth Road
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withhold from those who walk 
uprightly” [Psalm 84:11]. 
 4. You will waste your 
cancer if you refuse to think 
about death.
 We will all die, if Jesus 
postpones his return. Not to think 
about what it will be like to leave this 
life and meet God is folly. 
Ecclesiastes 7:2 says, “It is better to 
go to the house of mourning [a 
funeral] than to go to the house of 
feasting, for this is the end of all 
mankind, and the living will lay it to 
heart.” How can you lay it to heart if 
you won’t think about it? Psalm 
90:12 says, “Teach us to number our 
days that we may get a heart of 
wisdom.” Numbering your days 
means thinking about how few there 
are and that they will end. How will 
you get a heart of wisdom if you 
refuse to think about this? What a 
waste, if we do not think about 
death. 
 5. You will waste your 
cancer if you think that 
“beating” cancer means staying 
alive rather than cherishing 
Christ.
 Satan’s and God’s designs in 
your cancer are not the same. Satan 
designs to destroy your love for 
Christ. God designs to deepen your 
love for Christ. Cancer does not win 
if you die. It wins if you fail to 
cherish Christ. God’s design is to 
wean you off the breast of the world 
and feast you on the sufficiency of 
Christ. It is meant to help you say 

and feel, “I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” And 
to know that therefore, “To live is 
Christ, and to die is 
gain” [Philippians 3:8; 1:21]. 
 9. You will waste your 
cancer if you treat sin as 
casually as before.
 Are your besetting sins as 
attractive as they were before you 
had cancer? If so you are wasting 
your cancer. Cancer is designed to 
destroy the appetite for sin. Pride, 
greed, lust, hatred, unforgiveness, 
impatience, laziness, procrastination
—all these are the adversaries that 
cancer is meant to attack. Don’t just 
think of battling against cancer. 
 Also think of battling with 
cancer. All these things are worse 
enemies than cancer. Don’t waste the 
power of cancer to crush these foes. 
Let the presence of eternity make the  
sins of time look as futile as they 
really are. “What does it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and 
loses or forfeits himself?” (Luke 
9:25).
 Piper is writing about cancer, 
but his points really apply to any 
form of suffering that helps us focus 
on what really matters in life and 
thus to rejoice in sufferings, even as 
we learn to agree with Paul later in 
Romans when he affirms: “For I 
consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed in us” [8:18].                   ❐ 
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JvE - You recently spent some 
time with your brother George 
in Malawi. What was the reason 
for your visit?
 Donald - George and I were 
asked by Fletcher to take part in a 
conference which he runs in Malawi. 
It is a conference for ministers and 
missionaries in Malawi and 
surrounding countries. Its purpose 
was to build these missionaries up in 

the faith and especially in the 
teaching of the Scriptures. It had 
been run for two previous years and 
Calum MacInnes had been there last 
year. 

JvE - How many folks were at 
the Conference and what was 
the theme?
 Donald - There were just over a 
100 people there and some from as 
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far away as Mozambique and 
Tanzania. The theme for the 
conferences are based on the 
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. Last 
year it was ‘Hallowed be Thy Name’, 
so this year it was ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’. Fletcher had drawn up a long 
list of subjects connected with God’s 
Kingdom. Here were some of them: 
Christ as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords; Christ as King and Servant; 
The Church and the Kingdom; The 
Coming of the Kingdom; The 
Essence of the Kingdom; Entrance 
into the Kingdom; The Expansion of 
the Kingdom. 
 All of the lectures were an hour 
long and there was a panel at the end 
of each day to answer the many 
questions. 

 JvE - What denominations 
were represented there?
 Donald - I think most of them 
were presbyterians, but they were 
from all denominations, episcopal-
ians, methodists, baptists, 
pentecostals and charismatics. The 
common denominator however was 
a hunger for the Word of God, a 
willingness to learn from the Bible, 
and an eagerness to spread the truth. 
There were up to eight lectures per 
day and the meetings went on from 
8.30am to 9.30pm and on one night 
it was 11pm!  

JvE -  How would you describe 
the people attending in terms of 
biblical and theological 

knowledge?
 Donald -  A lot of them were 
not well taught but were beginning 
to learn what the fundamentals were. 
Many were beginning to read good 
books and becoming more interested 
in the great doctrines of the faith. 
 We found that all of them were 
very committed to their work and 
especially to mission work. They 
were keenly aware that we must be 
‘in Christ’. As Africans, they love 
singing and music but theology was 
becoming of great interest to them. 
 Fletcher started teaching them 
the Shorter Catechism at the 
conference and a prize for those who 
could repeat 6 new ones by the end 
of the conference. The prize was a 
free travel and entry to the next 
year’s conference! About ten folk 
won prizes! Good books were also for  
sale some given out free. 

JvE - What are some of the 
challenges that the Church in 
Malawi is facing?
 Donald - One of the main 
problems in Malawi, but especially in 
Mozambique is the shortage of 
Bibles. One missionary told us that 
when he started a Bible Study in 
Mozambique he was asked if it was 
possible to borrow his Bible just for 
one night! Although a Bible only 
costs about £5, it was beyond most 
people’s means in that area. Also 
getting the Bible in their own 
language is not easy.
 We were challenged by their 
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earnestness and sincerity and their 
excitement at learning something 
new in the Bible. Also their desire to 
spread what they knew about the 
Saviour. They were all full of praise 
to God. They were so thankful for 
God’s grace and love.
 We were not able to help them 
much with their problems, which 
were so culturally based. Although 
both were Christians, marrying into 
other tribes was a big problem. 
Breaking away from family ancestral 
worship was difficult for some 
especially during the mourning 
period. Burying a dead wife near the 
husband’s home created problems 
for any new incoming wife.

JvE -  Were you able to visit any 
of the places connected with 

David Livingstone?
 Donald - No, all our time was 
spent at the conference apart from 
the last day when we saw round the 
town of Lilongwe. Blantyre where 
David Livingstone was, was a good 
day’s journey away in the south of 
the Malawi. References through the 
conference, of course, were made 
about the work of David Livingstone 
- and the fact that he was Scottish!

JvE - Were the Malawians able 
to tell you and George apart?
 Donald - No, I do not think 
they had a clue! After George gave 
the first two lectures, one fellow 
came up to me and said ‘Thank you 
so much for that, it was very 
encouraging and helpful’ - and I had 
not opened my mouth!!                    ❐
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DUNDEE
When our minister was away in 
Malawi during the summer, we have 
had the opportunity of hearing 
several new preachers. It was good to 
have some young preachers come 
and teach us the Word of God. We 
pray that God would raise up more 
young folk with commitment and 
discipline. It was nice too to have 
some former students return to 
worship with us.
 We have now finished the 
Christianity Explored Course and 
found it really helpful. It established 
us in the fundamentals of the faith. 
We hope to  follow on with the 
Discipleship Explored Course in the 
next few weeks.
 The barbecue night was once 
again changed to a buffet as the 
weather had not been very good and 
did not look promising enough for us 
to be assured of a barbecued meal! 
As usual the cooks did marvellously. 
It was good to see the additional 
friends of the congregation.
 We are pleased that some local 
folk in need still come in, and we are 
thankful we can provide some items 
of food for them. Some stay for the 
service which gives us an 

opportunity to speak and pray with 
them. It is encouraging to witness 
their welcome to the suggestion of 
prayer.

STORNOWAY
Stornoway is on the Island of Lewis 
in the Outer Hebrides, therefore, the 
weather is often wet and windy, so, 
instead of a Barbeque, this year it 
was decided to have a Walk and 
Buffet.  The evening was not wet and 
we started to walk to the Iolare 
Monument approx 1 mile from the 
minister's home, but, although dry, 
due to the force of the wind, we had 
to turn back about 50 yards from our  
destination!!  A good night was 
enjoyed, but left us all wishing the 
strong wind had been the wind of the 
Spirit of God.
 The congregation were 
encouraged over the Communion 
time with the preaching of Revd 
Kenny Macleod, Carloway Free 
Church minister and Revd Andrew 
Coghill from the Leurbost Church of 
Scotland.  Numbers attending were 
good and there were additions to the 
Communion Roll.  All sermons of the 
communion can be downloaded for 
free at www.apcstornoway.com.

APC News No 143                                Page 14              September/October 2010

Presbytery and 
Congregational News



 Like the Sunday School and 
other winter activities, the Good 
News Club commences at the time of 
writing and we request prayer for 
leaders to be found in these busy 
days.  The need for Christian 
workers seems to get greater and 
greater, so we must remember the 
Saviour's antitode and source of 
remedy: "Pray the Lord of the 
harvest that HE may send labourers  
into HIS harvest" [Matt 9:38].

EDINBURGH
Many heart felt thanks to all who 
support the work here by prayer, by 
material support and by words of 
interest and encouragement. Times 
of recession make kindness all the 
more meaningful, times of 
ungodliness make prayer all the 
more necessary, and encouragement 
all the sweeter. May God graciously 
bless you in all that you seek to do to 
help the work of the gospel and in 
every area of your life.
            One of the privileges we have 
here is working with other 
denominations. At our last monthly 
joint service we had a most uplifting 
sermon from David Harrison, 
Professor of Pathology at Edinburgh 
University. Here are some of the 
points he made when preaching from 
Judges Chapter 5, where we read of 
God’s wonderful deliverance for 
Israel through Deborah:-

            The New Testament makes 
clear Christians are people of the 

way and we need to keep moving 
forward, retreating or standing still 
are not options if we want to be 
relevant. We, as congregations 
together, believe it is right to hope in 
faith that God is blessing this part of 
Edinburgh and he wants to bless it 
more.
            Sometimes we need to go and 
check our step, go back a bit and 
remind ourselves what the 
foundational basis is.  
            Imagine a disjointed, 
fragmented society; everyone has to 
look out for themselves; there is no 
big society; it’s not safe. The 
economy is a mess: political 
establishment is in disarray; there 
are shaky coalitions and ineffective 
government.
            The last thing anyone wants to 
do is to be seen to be different, to 
risk putting themselves in the firing 
line, they have to get on with looking 
after themselves, trying to do the 
right thing by family and friends. 
The rich are getting richer, the poor 
are marginalised. Justice seems like 
a sick joke. There are wars, there is 
violence; it is not safe to be out on 
your own. So how does anyone seek 
to be a person of the Way, a follower 
of God? How does anyone dare to be 
different?
 So let’s go back 3,000 years or 
so. In fact let’s go back to the end of 
the Bronze Age and the beginning of 
the Iron Age! What can we learn for 
today’s church? It sounds bang up to 
date.
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 The king of Canaan has Israel in 
his sights; there is war and civil 
strife. But Deborah stands up for 
God and for what is right. She tells 
General Barak, who is a bit of a 
wimp, to get up and seize the victory. 
He does so, but only because 
Deborah agrees to come with him. 
Suddenly everything is very different  
indeed; the enemy is defeated, there 
is a sense of purpose and direction. 
Someone seems to have found a 
spiritual SatNav and now the people 
of God once again seem to know 
where they are heading. What are 
the lessons for the church today?
 The importance of leadership. 
V2 “When the princes in Israel take 
the lead, when the people willingly 
offer themselves – praise the 
LORD!”
 Leadership is not just necessary, 
it is good. Pray for leaders. Aspire to 
lead. Lead courageously. Good 
leadership leads others to selfless 
devotion.
 V4-5 “O Lord, when you went 
out from Seir, when you marched 
from the land of Edom, the earth 
shook, the heavens poured, the 
clouds poured down water. The 
mountains quaked before the LORD, 
the One of Sinai, before the LORD, 
the God of Israel.”
 God continued to save His 
people. He is the same God, relevant 
and responsive to every need and 
every new situation, but his power 
and his righteousness never change. 
The track record of God is awesome, 

it is flawless. He comes near to us in 
Jesus. Through the death of Jesus we 
can come in repentance and be 
forgiven.            We talk a lot about 
experiencing God and so we should, 
but before we fully come to that 
point we must acknowledge our guilt  
and waywardness, our need for 
repentance. We only really know 
God when we start where He wants 
us to start; then we experience and 
can testify to His forgiveness and His 
greatness. We continue to hope, 
because our God is unchanging.
 V6-7 “In the days of Shamgar 
son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the 
roads were abandoned; travellers 
took to winding paths. Village life in  
Israel ceased, ceased until I, 
Deborah, arose, arose a mother in 
Israel.”
 Godlessness leads to a collapse 
of society. Politicians talk of “the big 
society.” That is a biblical principle 
but it can only be achieved when it is 
founded on God. 
 Judges 17v6: “In those days 
there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes.” They were not necessarily  
trying to be sinful, they simply didn’t 
get it right.
 Here is a challenge to us. What 
are we doing to change society? Are 
we the salt? Are we the light in the 
darkness? Are we the mother: do we 
see the needs? Think of all the ill 
people on our streets who need 
prayer. Do we make a difference? 
Would things be any different if we 



weren’t in our place? If we are living 
God’s principles it makes a 
difference in the smallest and largest  
things. We continue to hope because 
we have a message for a godless 
society.
 V8 “When they chose new gods, 
war came to the city gates, and not 
a shield or spear was seen among 
forty thousand in Israel” 
 Don’t give up and become 
defeatist. The people had lost there 
way. They were thoroughly defeated. 
They just went with the flow. Many 
of us lament the relativism that 
abounds. Do we go with the flow – or  
have we something better to offer?
 V9-12 “My heart is with Israel’s 
princes, with the willing volunteers 
among the people. Praise the LORD! 
You who ride on white donkeys, 
sitting on your saddle blankets, and 
you who walk along the road, 
consider the voice of the singers at 
the watering places. They recite the 
righteous acts of the LORD, the 
righteous acts of His warriors in 
Israel. “Then the people of the LORD 
went down to the city gates. “Wake 
up, wake up, Deborah! Wake up, 
wake up, break out in song! Arise O 
Barak! Take captive your captives, 
O Son of Abinoam.”

Talk about God precedes 
victory and celebration. When we 
remember God, his unchanging 
nature and His unchanging love we 
should be encouraged. Even tiny 
things that we do can make a 
difference because He anoints the 

efforts we make when we do it in His 
name. He is our underpinning hope. 
He is our underpinning assurance 
that victory will come. He is our 
underpinning guarantee that 
righteousness will prevail.

Why do we hope? We hope 
because God is amazing.

The church moves forward by 
clear and effective leadership, seen 
and unseen. Be a willing people – 
serving an unchanging God. Be a 
praising people – praising an 
unchanging God. Be a worshipping 
people – submitting to the will of the 
unchanging God. Be a testifying 
people – a God – centred 
community.

The above notes don’t do justice 
to the spoken message, but we trust 
you will find them helpful and 
inspiring whether as a leader or as 
one who supports and follows good 
leadership. 

     John Ross

INVERNESS/DINGWALL
As most of you will know, the 
congregation is vacant and are 
seeking a minister. We ask for prayer 
and the leading of the Lord both 
from the perspective of the 
congregation and any minister that 
might be called. When God works, 
He works at ‘both ends’, in the hearts 
of the people and in the heart of the 
minister. Very often God’s choice is a 
surprise. Please bring the Inverness/
Dingwall congregation before God. ❐

APC News No 143                                Page 17             September/October 2010



AS THE SUMMER OF 2010 will 
sadly ebb into autumn, 2011 will be 
an important year for Scottish 
Christians. In 2010 we celebrate the
450th anniversary of the Scottish 
Reformation but 2011 sees a fresh
set of elections for the Scottish 
Parliament. 
 At this election there is
a clear possibility of a Christian 
candidate standing on a Christian
platform being elected to Holyrood. 
The Scottish Christian Party has

identified the Highlands and Islands 
and Central Scotland as areas
where with concerted effort a list 
MSP could be elected. This should 
excite Christians and challenge them 
to get involved in this effort.
 Why do I have such an interest 
in this. I have stood previously as a
candidate for a mainstream party 
and I was convinced during that
process that mainstream parties in 
the UK will never stand for Christian
principles and indeed an unashamed 
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A CHRISTIAN CALL TO 
POLITICAL ACTION
by Willie Gibson



stand for Christ will isolate you.
 The number of meetings held on 
a Sunday alone when we should
be worshipping God and 
fellowshipping with His people 
should be testament to this.
The question is should Christians get 
involved. Genesis 8 :16 reads “Go
out from the ark, you and your wife, 
and your sons and your sons’ wives
with you.” This portion of Scripture 
is well known to believers in that
it deals with God’s salvation and 
preservation of His people during
and after the Flood. 
 However we should note that 
Noah and his family were told to “go 
out”. What they did was to go out 
and reclaim the land for the glory of 
God. They were not requested to sit 
on the ark, enjoy fellowship with 
each other, and speak of their great 
deliverance. They were commanded 
to go out.
 Too many modern Christians are 
happy to sit in their “ark” and talk
of their great deliverance which is 

good but we need to go out from
our “ark” and not just in evangelism. 
 We need to challenge people
everywhere to repent but we need to 
be jealous for God’s law and God’s
ways in all that we think and do. 
Christ is King and we should not be
afraid to proclaim that truth as our 
forefathers did. 
 We need to realise that Christ is 
Lord over all and King over all. 
Today’s Christianity seems to be so 
powerless in the face of the enemy 
because it does not accept the full 
consequence of Christ’s kingship. To 
these believers Christ is no more 
than a “Bonnie Prince Charlie” who 
should be King but in fact is not.
 If our nation is going to return to 
truth we must return to the law of 
Christ. The laws of God as 
proclaimed in His Word should be 
the laws we apply in our society. 
How do we start? Get involved and 
aim to return 2 Scottish Christian 
Party MSPS next year. Can we do it? 
YES WE CAN.                                     ❐
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APOLOGETICS DAY CONFERENCE

RAVI ZACHARIAS
SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2010

St Peterʼs Free Church, off Perth Road, Dundee
Speakers: Ravi Zacharias, John Lennox

Stuart McAllister, David Robertson
Tickets  £10       Book: office@solas-cpc.org  or 

01382-525021



The following is a poem written by 
Judge Roy Moore from Alabama who 
was sued for displaying the Ten 
Commandments in his courtroom 
foyer. He has been stripped of his 
judgeship.

America? the beautiful,
or so you used to be.

Land of the Pilgrims' pride;
I'm glad they'll never see.

Babies piled in dumpsters,
Abortion on demand,

Oh, sweet land of liberty;
your house is on the sand.

Our children wander aimlessly
poisoned by cocaine

choosing to indulge their lusts,
when God has said abstain

From sea to shining sea,
our Nation turns away

From the teaching of God's love
and a need to always pray

We've kept God in our
temples, how callous we have grown.

When earth is but His footstool,
and Heaven is His throne.

We've voted in a government
that's rotting at the core,

Appointing Godless Judges;
who throw reason out the door,

Too soft to place a killer
in a well deserved tomb,

But brave enough to kill a baby
before he leaves the womb.

You think that God's not
angry, that our land's a moral slum?

How much longer will He wait
before His judgment comes?

How are we to face our God,
from Whom we cannot hide?
What then is left for us to do,

but stem this evil tide?

If we who are His children,
will humbly turn and pray;

Seek His holy face
and mend our evil way:

Then God will hear from Heaven;
and forgive us of our sins,
He'll heal our sickly land

and those who live within.

But, America the Beautiful,
If you don't - then you will see,

A sad but Holy God
withdraw His hand from Thee.

Let us pray that God would restore to 
the western world the biblical ideals 
and values which made America 
great and to retain their famous 
motto  IN GOD WE TRUST.            ❐
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Judge Roy Moore



My God is True 
Lesson Learned 
Along Cancer’s Dark Road 
by Paul Wolfe

IN THIS BOOK Paul Wolfe shares 
some of the lessons and experiences 
that God gave him as he lived with 
cancer. He shares with the reader the 
journey from diagnosis to treatment 
through to survival. There are many 
lessons found in this book which are 
very rich and practical, with the 
result being that my knowledge of 
God, my Father, has deepened. There 

are three lessons recorded that I 
would like to highlight which I found 
particularly precious. I would like to 
share them briefly with you as a wee 
taster of this beautiful book. 

 The first is the sufficiency of 
scripture. This comes from an 
experience where the author had 
report of “a word from the Lord” 
wherein he was told by a Christian 
that he would be healed. It is 
explained why this on a couple of 
levels is not correct. Firstly how did 
he know that the Lord had spoken to 
her, and secondly for how long would 
he be healed? 
 He explained that by having a 
clear belief that the sufficiency of 
scripture is enough to guide us and 
not listening to and giving “whispers 
of God” that go beyond the Bible, we 
as Christians can prevent a lot of 
confusion, heartbreak and 
discouragement.
 The second is that of the church 
community. Paul Wolfe explains how  
we as Christians are to serve one 
another. An example of this is how, 
after being diagnosed, members of 
their congregation came over and 
cleaned the apartment where Paul 
and his wife lived from top to 
bottom. They weren’t asked to, they 
just did. Equally the author explains 
the importance of allowing and 
accepting Christian service when it is 
given to you as a person. “Humility 
works both ways both in the giving 
and receiving”.  
 The third is that of preaching 

APC News No 143                                Page 21             September/October 2010

BOOK  REVIEW



and hearing. The author highlights 
the benefits of faithful preaching to 
shape the hearts and minds of the 
Lord’s people. Prior to his diagnosis 
Paul sat under the ministry of a 
pastor who week by week spoke of 
the promises of God, the sovereignty 
of God and proclaimed God’s word 
faithfully. Not just in sermons 
though! Through chats at the dinner 
table, church fellowships and 
telephone conversations Paul was 

built up spiritually for the battle he 
would face. What an encouragement 
to ministers who faithfully proclaim 
Gods’ word week to week, month to 
month!
 This is a fantastic book which I 
would heartily encourage you to 
read. I know I will refer back to it 
again to be reminded of some of the 
encouragements that can be found 
there.

Emma MacKenzie
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APC  CONFERENCE
ON SATURDAY 11 SEPTEMBER, the APC Conference was held in 
Kingsview, Inverness when two excellent addresses from Revd Maurice 
Roberts were given. The first one was on Justification. It was so clear that no 
one could be in any doubt as to what biblical justification means. In the 
afternoon the subject of sanctification was equally clearly defined. A lively and 
interesting time of questions followed both addresses. Psalm singing sessions 
were enjoyed before and after lunch ably led by Mr Kenneth MacLean from 
Gairloch. The pictures below feature, Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, Revd Maurice 
Roberts, Donald MacCuish who organised the conference.                          ❐



DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Mobile 07792 545 243  
Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk    Dens Road Church - 11 
Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually Wed 7pm 
(confirm on website). Treasurer: Mrs Isabella 
Scrimgeour, 7 Kintail Place, Broughty Ferry, Dundee 
DD5 3TA. Tel 01382 477 623    Communions: Last in 
March, June, September, December

EDINBURGH
Revd John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 
7AG    Tel 0131 466 6247   jrossapc@googlemail.com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am and 5pm and Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse Broadway, 
EH17 8AS.    All welcome

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

HARRIS
Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan,  Tel 01859 550252. 
Seilabost School - 12 noon & 6pm   
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3HP  Tel 01859 550252.
Communions: As intimated.

INVERNESS
Interim Moderator: Revd Donald C Macaskill,
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, 
Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983 Fax 01463 226939  
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 
11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm. Tel 01463 716843.
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, 
Tel 01463 231364. www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, 
September

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, 
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Email: wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com  
Lairg Church - 6pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Weds 7pm; 
Rogart Church - 11.30am.  2nd, 4th Weds 7pm.    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR. Tel. 01863 766251. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
September.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 
8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 
4SE, Tel 01571 855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na 
Mara, Stoer, Sutherland Tel 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore 
Road, Oban  PA34 4PG, Tel  01631 566259 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, 
Tel 01520 722239.  Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Services meantime Inverasdale 10.30am (with 
Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: K 
MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 
01445 712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

Congregational Details



SKYE

APC Manse, 20 Glamaig Place, Portree IV51 9PJ, 
Tel 01478 613258. Interim Moderator: Revd Malcolm 
MacInnes, 60 Balnakyle Road, Inverness IV2 4BS Tel 
01463 729603.
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, 
Thu fortnightly 3pm; C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 5pm. 
Contact: Malcolm G Fawkes, 9a Fasach, Glendale, Isle 
of Skye IV55 9WR  Tel 01470 511368.
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

STORNOWAY

Revd George I Macaskill, BA
‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP,   
Tel 01851 703217, (Church 07733425498)
Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway 
HS1 2SS, Tel 01851 703796.  
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN

Revd John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton Church 
10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 3rd, 
5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain 
IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY

Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11a.m, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN 
Tel 01847 892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316. 
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revd F Matandika, 405-425 Twelfth Street, New 
Westminster, BC, V3M 4H7, Canada. 
Tel 1-778-397-1568. Worshipping at 203-204 Sixth 
Street, corner of Queens Avenue and Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1. 
Lord’s Day: Sunday School 10am, Services 11am, and 
6.30pm, Prayer meeting Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact Hugh Fraser 604 526 0431
www.apcvan.ca

-------------------

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, BA 

‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP

Tel 01851-703217
Fax 01851 703775

Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr R W M MacKenzie,
APC General Treasurer

Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain
IV20 1TW           Tel 01862 871450 

Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798

Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com
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