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MEETINGS!
Committee meetings and discussions are all part of 

Church life. The New Testament saints travelled far and 
wide to discuss various matters. “While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and 

went with them” [Luke 24:15]

Some of our elders having lunch at our March meetings
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THE MONTH OF MAY is just 
around the corner - the month 
when Churches have their 
General Assemblies. What is the 
situation like in Scotland - 
formerly ‘The Land of the Book’?

Perhaps the one word that 
describes Scotland’s ecclesiastical  
situation best is ‘fragmentation’. 
All denominations are going 
through a very hard time, some 
with very hard decisions to make 
this coming May. 
 There are now so many 
denominations, that almost all of 
them are guilty of either dividing 
over secondary issues, or refusing 
to join with likeminded brethren 
over secondary issues. And yet, 
God assures us there is only one 
Church. And He created it in 
unity and commanded us to 
maintain and preserve that unity 
[Eph 4:3].
 The Church is very precious 
to God and was created to be a 
great source of blessing to the 

world. It has the answers which 
the world needs. In fact Paul tells 
us that if anyone neglects to hear 
the Church “let him be to you as 
a Gentile and a tax-collector” - in 
Paul’s day, that was a real insult.
 Of course the Church can 
only be a blessing to the world if 
it retains its true identity and it 
functions as the Church.
 What are the important 
elements in the Church of Christ? 
Several.  First, there must be good 
doctrine. There is truth and 
there is error. The Church must 
declare  what the truth is and 
uphold the truth. It is, after all, 
the “pillar and buttress of the 
truth” [1 Tim 3:15].
 We are living in an age of 
confusion regarding morality. 
Political correctness has ruined 
many minds regarding truth and 
morality. A Church cannot just 
believe anything! It must believe 
and preach truth. The source 
from which the Church takes its 
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message is the revealed truth of 
God - Holy Scripture. 
 The Church must establish 
the fact of an absolute God and 
an absolute truth. Jesus said to 
God “Your Word is truth” [John 
17:17]. A fluctuating and moving 
basis for truth and righteousness 
(right living), can never bring 
stability to a heart or a nation or 
an economy.
 The Church must convince 
our generation that a belief in 
absolutes is not being intolerant 
nor is it being arrogant, as is the 
present understanding in our 
culture today. Our unstable 
society is rooted in the principle 
of a variety of ‘truths’ suited to 
each individual and which works 
for them. So, the Church needs 
to promote sound doctrine once 
again from God’s Word.
 Secondly, the Church must 
have zeal for its own message. It 
must have compassion for those 
who are out of the way. It cannot  
simply declare the truth without 
itself practicing the truth among 
its own members and in the 
community. Dead orthodoxy is a 
great sin before God and does as 
much harm as good. Despite its 
solemn meetings and many 
prayers, God rejected Israel, His 
covenant people because of its 
refusal to show compassion to 
those around them [see Isaiah 
chapters 1 and 58].
 As our Confession states, 

the doctrine must not only be 
taught but ‘embraced’ [Ch 25 
para 4]! If we do not ourselves 
embrace the teaching of the 
Scriptures, we will not have the 
blessing of God on our work. As 
Paul wrote to Timothy “Keep a 
close watch on yourself and on 
the teaching. Persist in this, 
for by so doing you will save 
both yourself and your 
hearers” [1 Tim 4:16].
 A Church must also have 
some form of discipline, else it 
will be a ‘free for all’. There must  
be some kind of standard for its 
members to maintain. Plants 
need to be nurtured and looked 
after by the gardener. So faith 
needs to be nurtured by the 
Church. The discipline of 
attending services and the 
sacraments and prayer are 
essential else there will be no 
means by which faith will grow.
 Finally, a Church needs to 
confess its failures to God - and 
if necessary, publicly. It must 
amend its ways to align with the 
standard it has set for true godly 
living. 
 God loves His Church - He gave 
His only begotten Son for it. The 
Church is the apple of God’s eye. 
What a responsibility God has laid 
upon believers to maintain and keep 
that unity in the bond of peace. 
 All denominations must seek 
humility and pray for discernment 
wisdom and grace.                              �

APC News No 146                                Page 4                               March/April 2011



NORTH KOREA, perhaps the 
hardest country in the world to be a 
Christian is expected to change its 
leader soon. Kim Jong-Un, son of 
the ailing leader Kim Jong-Il, is now 
widely regarded as heir apparent. 
But his succession seems unlikely to 
make much difference to the plight 
of the country’s Christians, who are 
unable to practise their faith openly 
and face the constant threat of 
imprisonment, torture and 
execution. In fact the danger to 
them may be even greater under a 
new leader who is anxious to prove 
himself. But remarkably the 
Christians in North Korea continue 
to minister and the churches 
continue to grow. Give thanks to the 
Lord that they are willing to risk 
everything to bring the gospel of 
hope to their neighbours and pray 
that the government will stop trying 
to destroy the Church.
          Barnabas Fund

IRAN’S SUPREME  leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, warned in 
a speech on 19 October 2010 against  

the ‘network of house churches’ that 
he believes ‘threaten Islamic faith 
and deceive young Muslims. This is 
thought to be the first time that he 
has specifically mentioned these 
churches, which are made up 
mainly of converts from Islam and 
have grown rapidly in recent years. 
Pray that his comments will not 
prompt further action  against 
Iranian Christians by the security 
services, which already oppress 
them severely. Ask that instead the 
publicity given to the house 
churches will enable isolated 
believers in the Lord Jesus to find 
fellowship with other Christians.
         Barnabas Fund

LEADING CHARITIES are 
calling on churches to set up money 
outreach ministries, as more people 
start to face financial difficulty. 
Credit Action, Community Money 
Advice and Christians Against 
Poverty, among others, say that 
there are many ways that the church 
can help those facing problems. 
Keith Tondeur, president of Credit 
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Action, said ‘As redundancies 
increase there are many ways that 
churches can help people in their 
congregations and communities, and 
by giving practical help, they are 
putting their faith into action. 

CHRISTIANS within the European 
Union in January accused the EU 
Commission of deliberately 
excluding Christian holidays from 
diaries for school children. Christian 
holidays such as Christmas and 
Easter are missing, while Jewish, 
Hundu, Sikh and Muslim festivals 
are scattered throughout. Three 
million copies of the diaries were 
printed for 2011, 350,000 copies 
being sent to schools in the UK. 
     Religion Today

A CHRISTIAN Academic
scientist working with a team at the 
University of Leeds, has won the 
Times Higher Educational 2010 
Innovation and Technology award. 
This was for an invention based on 
the natural defence mechanism of 
the bombardier beetle. Prof Andrew 
McIntosh said, ‘There is much more 
of nature’s secrets that we could 
learn from our great creator, if we 
looked with an eye to see design’. 
(more on http://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/uk-england leeds-11959381)

THE PAKISTAN High Commis-
sioner has pledged to do ‘all in his 
power’ to protect the rights of 
Christians at risk in his own country, 

according to Release International.
 After receiving a 51,000-name 
petition calling for freedom of faith, 
Wajid Shamsul Hasan addressed a 
peaceful prayer vigil outside the 
High Commission in London and 
greeted those who were taking part.
 He told the group: ‘We share 
your concerns, and we will do our 
utmost in the best possible way to 
provide securities for the minorities 
and to alleviate their sufferings. We 
will take necessary measures to 
make sure no existing laws are 
abused against them’.
 The British Pakistani Christian 
Association (BPCA) also went to the 
High Commissioner, presenting 
wreaths of condolences for the 
former governor (who was killed). 
One of the BPCA’s supporters spoke 
of the situation in Pakistan to 
Baroness Cox of Queensbury and 
Baroness Finlay of Llandaf during a 
debate in the House of Lords, as a 
result of which Baroness Cox has 
invited the BPCA to get more 
involved in her work. This is positive 
news. Pray for Pakistan.                    �
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ALL  APC  ELDERS
are invited to join

Members of Presbytery
at a dayʼs discussion on

Church Planting & Dwindling 
Congregations 

TUESDAY 26 APRIL
at 11am

at KINGSVIEW, INVERNESS



YOUR PRESBYTERY attend-
ed to various matters when it 
met in Inverness on 4th March.
 One of its first tasks was to 
appoint a date for the 
ordination of John 
Ferguson and his induction 
as minister in Inverness. 
SATURDAY 28th MAY was 
chosen at 11 am, and John's 
father, Sinclair Ferguson, 
has been asked to preach.
 After helping two of its 
congregations to call a minister 
within the last few months it was 
apparent that people would 
value more information on how 
to go about that process. A paper  
was prepared explaining the 
steps involved. It will be made 
available soon.
 Discussion on church 
planting continued, with further 
preparation for undertaking that  
task.  The far north of 
Scotland has an acute shortage 
of ministers of all denomina-
tions. Presbytery asked the 
Wick/Strathy Kirk Session for a 
report on possibilities for 
additional work there.
 A member of the church in 
Edinburgh was received as a 
student in training for the 
ministry. Gordon Murray did his 

degree at Highland Theological 
College and now teaches in the 
Borders. He will be given some 
additional training to prepare 
him for licensing later this year. 
 Reports are given at every 
Presbytery meeting on the 
condition of our congregations. 
This time it was the turn of 
Edinburgh and Lairg/Rogart. 
They are very different, but their  
basic spiritual needs are the 
same and prayer was made for 
them.
 The next meeting was set for 
Tuesday 11th of May at 2pm.    �

Gordon Murray, our 
new student
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JOHN TALLACH observes that, 
during my uncle’s period of ministry 
in Dingwall and Beauly, he became 
known for his commitment to the 
practical needs of others.  On one 
occasion, he came across two cars 
parked at the side of the road.  He 
stopped his own car and asked if he 
could help. One of the men to whom 
he spoke explained that his car had 
run out of petrol and that he and 
another man were trying to transfer 
petrol from one car to another, but 
they had no container into which the 
petrol could be siphoned. My uncle 
‘promptly took off his hat and told 
them to make use of it!’ (I Shall 
Arise, p. 22).
      But it was as a pastor that he was 
best remembered and most 
appreciated. John records an 
incident involving our mutual Aunt 
Helen Fraser. It appears in I Shall 
Arise and also in the tribute John 

paid to Aunt Helen at her funeral, 
which was subsequently published in 
the May/June 2010 issue of the APC 
News. Aunt Helen was a young girl 
of ten when my uncle arrived to 
minister in Dingwall. Not long after, 
she became ill with rheumatic fever. 
‘More than anything else, it was Mr. 
Macfarlane’s visits which brightened 
what was otherwise a long and 
dreary period. After the illness, as 
well as many others through which 
she passed as a child, she used to 
think, “It is almost worth being ill to 
have Mr Macfarlane’s visits!”’

      John comments further:
It  was not that Mr. Macfarlane 
could relate to children  by 
telling them funny  stories or                                                                                       
playing with  them. It was just 
that  his desire for  Helen’s good 
communicated itself  to her  in a 
direct  and powerful  way. She 
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This is the second installment of an article on Revd Donald 
Macfarlane, former minister in Dingwall, continued from 

page 20 in our January/February 2011 issue



remembers how  once, after  he 
had spoken and prayed with 
her  and left  the room, he put 
his head back around the door 
and quoted the words, ‘Thou 
wiIt  keep him in perfect peace 
whose  mind is stayed on thee, 
because he trusteth  in  thee.’ 
When he said things like that, 
there was an  indescribable 
authority  about it. One felt  that 
nothing more could be said, or 
needed to be said. (p 22)

      I am reminded of my own 
childhood in the Dingwall manse 
when I was often in bed with 
tonsillitis. Not only would my uncle 
come upstairs to pray with me, but 
any visiting minister (and there were 
several) was regularly sent to my 
room for the same purpose. I was a 
child of many prayers! 
      1964 was the fiftieth anniversary 
of my uncle’s ordination. His 
congregation planned a present-
ation. When he got wind of it, my 
uncle was once more overcome with 
a sense of his shortcomings. I 
remember him saying that the 
presentation was really just a hint 
that it was time for him to retire.  As 
the biography records, he ‘was even 
at the point of doubting his call to 
ministry, when the Lord sent 
deliverance to him in a remarkable 
way. On the very morning of the day 
on which the presentation was due to 
be made, the September issue of the 
Gospel Magazine arrived. The Rev. 

H.M. Carson’s Editorial proved of 
great help…’ The biography then 
quotes the Editorial in its entirety. It 
deals with Satanic attacks based on 
past sins of believers. After giving 
several biblical examples, Carson 
concludes with the example of Peter 
‘preaching on the day of Pentecost 
with his eyes on the tasks to which 
he is now committed.’ He adds, ‘And 
when Satan comes to accuse you, 
fling his charge in his face. Tell him 
Jesus has died. Take the sword of 
God’s word and let every promise be 
a sword thrust to thwart the enemy 
and repel him’ (quoted on pp 31-32 
of I Shall Arise).
      The effect of my uncle’s preaching 
ministry will be described in a future 
article, as will his years as a 
theological tutor. While he excelled 
at both, many people ‘felt that Mr 
Macfarlane’s prayers were perhaps 
the most outstanding aspect of his 
ministry’ (p. 45). When he prayed, 
whether in public or private, he 
seemed to be totally absorbed by the 
presence of God and spoke to him 
with a warmth of devotion and 
intimacy combined with deep 
reverence. The language of Scripture 
flowed out of him, not so much that 
he was quoting directly as that his 
vocabulary was formed by Scripture. 
As John Tallach puts it, ‘he would 
cover more ground in a short prayer 
than most of us could do in a whole 
sermon’ (p. 46)
     When I was a student at West-
minster Theological Seminary in the 
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late 1970s, I arranged a speaking 
tour of Scotland for Westminster’s 
then president, Dr Edmund P 
Clowney, under the auspices of what 
was at that time the Blythswood 
Tract Society. Dr Clowney developed 
a warm affection and appreciation 
for his host, the late Revd Jackie 
Ross, who drove him to his various 
speaking engagements. Jackie made 
sure to include a brief visit to my 
uncle and aunt, who by that time 
were retired in Inverness. Dr 
Clowney spoke afterwards of the 
beautiful blessing my uncle had 
‘pronounced’ on him and his work. 
Many others could offer similar 
testimonies.
      My uncle remained throughout 
his life committed to the principles 
and separate existence of the Free 
Presbyterian Church. Yet his loyalty 
to the church never deteriorated into 
a party spirit. When in my late teens, 
I attended meetings of the 
Strathpeffer Convention, and 
especially when the famed Dr D. 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones was preaching 
in the Free Church up the road from 
the F P Manse (at the centenary of its 
opening by C H Spurgeon), my uncle 
encouraged my attendance and 
showed an interest in my reports on 
the preaching.  I also remember my 
uncle's comment when a younger 
colleague’s book was coming under 
criticism for including the story of 
the eccentric nineteenth-century 
Cornishman Billy Bray, who was a 
Methodist lay preacher and so 

deemed to be an Arminian.  All he 
said was ‘I doubt if Billy Bray knew 
what an Arminian is!’ 
      The same Christian charity was 
evident in relations with ministerial 
brethren, both within and beyond 
my uncle’s denominational 
fellowship. Whatever differences he 
might have had with them on certain 
issues, he never allowed this to 
colour personal relationships. In his 
later years, he was considerably 
encouraged by a renewal of 
Reformed teaching among a group of 
young ministers in the Church of 
Scotland, and he followed this 
development with deep interest. At 
the same time, he could speak very 
sharply and with deep feeling about 
serious deviations from biblical 
orthodoxy. 
      At times he could appear severe 
and intimidating. I recall one 
Christmas season when a group of 
carolers came to the door. My aunt 
was out and my uncle answered the 
door. The carolers immediately burst  
into song. It took them some time to 
realize that this elderly gentleman in 
ministerial attire was telling them to 
be gone, but when they understood 
what he was saying, they took off at 
considerable speed! But incidents 
like this were relatively few and he 
was almost unfailingly gracious with 
young and old alike. In an age and 
culture where ministers were 
expected to take the best seats and 
be served first, he would invariably 
(almost embarrassingly) defer to 
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anyone else of any age.

     John Tallach notes that: 

he was the opposite of  harsh 
and censorious. He was tender 
when dealing with the failings 
of  God’s people; and when 
denouncing sin he had such  a 
compassionate spirit towards 
t h e  s i n n e r  t h a t h i s 
denunciation had double effect. 
It was an i l lustration of 

McCheyne’s words: ‘A holy 
minister  is an awful  weapon in 
the hands of God’. (p. 42)

   In these and other ways, he surely 
exhibited the spirit of his Master.    �

To be continued

[John Tallach is not the nephew of 
Mr Macfarlane as erroneously stated 

in a caption in our last issue. The 
Editor apologises for this mistake]
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The manse, where Mr Macfarlane lived in Dingwall in Achany Road, 
Dingwall where he pastored from 1930 to 1973, 
when he retired after 59 years in the ministry



DUNDEE
We are thankful to report that the 
Lord is still blessing us in many 
ways, although we would love to see 
more people from the community 
coming to worship our great God 
and Saviour. We are almost finished 
our studies in Ecclesiastes and Mark 
and trust that we have gained some 
understanding of the wisdom of 
Solomon as he wrote these chapters 
in Ecclesiastes in his later years. It 
was written after his wide experience 
of life. He could identify with the rich  
and the foolish and knew the pain 
and consequences of folly. What 
made his writings valuable was the 
Holy Spirit’s work in his soul and 
heart. May God help us to learn from 
his advice. Pray for us.

EDINBURGH
A very sincere “thank you” to all who 
support the work here. We are 
humbled  and greatly encouraged 
when we think of people supporting, 
whether by prayer or giving or both. 
This support, is also an added reason 
to be diligent in the work. The 
supreme reason for being diligent is 
that we serve the Lord. This is a 

wonderful privilege and great 
responsibility. Only by the grace of 
God. can anyone  serve.
  May we all thank God for calling 
each one of us to serve wherever we 
are and may we remember the words 
of  our Lord, “If anyone wants to be 
first, he must be the very last, and 
the servant of all” [Mark 9:35].  
 Although perhaps twenty five 
years ago, I remember as if 
yesterday,  when I was feeling 
justifiably tired after having done a 
lot of work that day, a fellow 
minister saying, ‘Remember we are 
here to serve, lets do this extra visit.’ 
We did it, and perhaps felt more 
tired, but most certainly  much the 
better of serving others. That little 
sentence has often spoken to me 
down the years, ‘Remember, we  are 
here to serve.’
 We hope to start a Christianity 
Explored course in April. Please pray  
that new people would come and by 
the grace of God would be blessed. 
 The one person who probably 
got the greatest help from the last CE 
course had to leave the area 
completely because of  very severe 
harassment and bullying. They had 
tried very hard to hold their ground 
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but reached a point where they just 
could not take more. I felt they had 
done extremely well but life was 
unbearable and had every 
appearance of becoming worse. 
 Their move to another area was 
at enormous material loss and 
disruption for the family and they 
are now trying to get a permanent 
home.  We are still in touch with 
them but its very doubtful if they will  
feel like worshipping or visiting this 
area for a long time although to visit 
our home should not be a problem 
apart from the considerable amount 
of travelling. Pray that we are able to 
keep up the contact and that they get 
settled into a good congregation and 
above all that the mum would 
‘endure to the end’ and that the 
whole family and wider family circle 
would be brought into the Kingdom. 
With God  all things are possible.
 If you are in an area where you 
enjoy a good measure of peace, and 
perhaps  fellow believers that you 
can turn to for support and 
encouragement, give thanks to God 
and please pray for this sister in 
Christ. 
 One could be tempted to say why 
invite people to believe in something 
that can be so disruptive to their 
whole way of life and their family. 
The answer is timeless, stark and 
revolutionary, “What good is it for a 
man to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit his soul? Or what can a man 
give in exchange for his soul” [Mark 
8:36,37]. The trouble is not in the 

gospel but in the hatred of the world 
and of Satan to the gospel and the 
Saviour. 
 All the Christian's troubles are 
here and now. We will not have even 
one trouble in heaven but rather we 
will have endless peace, total 
satisfaction and bliss, no sin, no 
enemy, everlasting joy and praise 
and much more besides.
 Please pray for the joint 
outreach with neighbouring 
congregations that we hope to be a  
part of. The outreach starts on the 
27th March and runs for a fortnight. 
 Some weeks attendance is very 
poor even by our expectations and 
when you would love to see people 
flocking into the Kingdom it can be 
very deflating. However,  such wake 
up calls, should throw us, all the 
more, upon God. Hitherto the Lord 
has helped us and we trust that 
henceforth He will graciously and 
mercifully do the same again. 
      John Ross 

SKYE/HARRIS
As we go to press we learn of the 
passing away of Revd Angus M 
Cattanach who ministered in our 
Portree congregation. He died in the 
early hours of Monday 14 March in 
Raigmore hospital where he had an 
operation for a broken hip. Our 
sympathy goes out to his wife and 
family. An obituary will follow in our 
next issue.                                             �



THERE ARE TWO kinds of people 
in this world: those who like 
grammar and those who don’t. Some 
people are concerned about the 
proper use of objective and 
subjective pronouns, about split 
infinitives, and whether or not a 
sentence ends in a preposition. 
 And then there are other folk 
who don’t mind grammatical 
infelicities as long as people get the 
meaning. I, hearing my son say, “Me 
and Kristiana played a game today”, 
might instruct him to say, “Kristiana 
and I played a game today.” You, 
hearing that correction, might say, 
“Give him a break, you know what he 
means.”
 Indeed I do, but grammar is 
important, particularly the Bible’s 
grammar. Ignorance of the New 
Testament’s grammar of the 
Christian life hampers our 
enjoyment of God’s grace and 
attempts to live for God’s glory. Bear 
with me as I give a short grammar 
lesson. Then we will get to the more 
enjoyable task of seeing this worked 
out in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

Grammar
The grammar I am referring to is 
indicative and imperative 
statements. We use indicatives and 
imperatives all the time even if we 

don’t know that we are. 
 An indicative statement is a 
simple statement; an imperative 
statement is a simple command. An 
indicative indicates to you what is; 
an imperative commands what you 
must do. Your children will 
intuitively know the difference 
between the two kinds of statements. 
They can distinguish between “The 
dishes are dirty,” and “Wash the 
dishes.” The first is an indicative; the 
second is an imperative.

Gospel Grammar
As I study and preach through 
Ephesians, I am struck by how Paul 
uses these two kinds of statements. 
This is clear in the book division. 
Ephesians 4:1 is a hinge verse 
connecting the first three chapters 
with the last three chapters. 
Throughout Ephesians 1–3, the 
Apostle gives only one command to 
the Christians and that is to 
remember what they were before the 
gospel of Christ came to them. Most 
of the beginning of the letter is 
declaring what God has done for the 
believers in Christ, who they now are 
as the elected, redeemed, adopted, 
and reconciled people of God, and 
what God’s plan is for world history. 
 Beginning in Ephesians 4:1, 
commands about how to live, pepper  
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what remains of the letter. Paul tells 
them how to act with fellow 
Christians, the things they must stop 
doing, the actions they must begin to 
do, and how to live as Christians in 
the home and workplace. We could 
say it like this: Paul begins with 
indicatives and then moves on to 
imperatives.
 That is the gospel grammar and 
that must always be the order if we 
are to live happily and fruitfully as 
Christian believers. To live a godly 
life we must be aware that God has 
reconciled us to Himself in the cross 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. We must 
know that though we were by nature 
children of wrath, God, who is rich in 
mercy, has made us alive in Christ. 
 And it isn’t enough to know that 
God has done something for us; he 
has done something to us. The fallen 
in Adam have been recreated in 
Christ Jesus, are the temple of the 
Lord, and therefore God dwells in 
them by his Spirit. Praise the Lord 
we are no longer what we were. 
 Further, we need to know that 
God’s will is to have all things in 
heaven and on earth brought 
together again under the headship of  
Christ to the praise of God’s glory.
Precisely because these things are 
true about the saints in Ephesus, the 
faithful in Christ Jesus, Paul can go 
on to tell them how they should live. 
The imperatives of the gospel flow 
from the indicatives of the gospel. 
Christians are to live worthy of the 
calling they have received. Exactly 

because they are Christians and not 
unbelievers, they are to live in unity, 
to live a life of love, and to find out 
what pleases the Lord. 
 In fact, the indicative is so 
important for Paul that even in the 
imperative section of the letter he 
constantly brings the Ephesians back 
to gospel grace. He urges them in 
Ephesians 4:32 to forgive one 
another (that’s the imperative) just 
as in Christ God forgave you (that’s 
the indicative). He commands them 
to have nothing to do with the 
fruitless deeds of darkness because 
though they were once darkness they  
now are light in the Lord and should 
live as children of light [Ephesians 
5:11, 8]. 
 Time and again Paul highlights 
for us that how we should live flows 
out of who we now are as the 
recipients of God’s rich grace in 
Jesus Christ. We do the imperatives 
because God has done the 
indicatives.
 This is not, by the way, only New 
Testament grammar. When God 
assembled his people at Mt Sinai 
[Exodus 20], He first told them what  
He had done for them before He 
commanded them how to live. They 
were His people, He was their God. 
And as their God He had graciously 
brought them out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. Salvation is what 
God had done for them. God’s people 
is who the Israelites were, God’s 
treasured possession. Because he 
       Continued on page 17
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THERE’S AN OLD joke about a 
panda that walks into a café. He 
orders a sandwich, eats it, then 
draws a gun and fires two shots in 
the air. "Why?" asks the confused 
waiter, as the panda makes toward 
the exit. The panda produces a badly 
punctuated wildlife manual and 
tosses it over his shoulder. "I'm a 
panda," he says at the door. "Look it 
up." The waiter turns to the relevant 
entry and, sure enough, finds an 
explanation. "Panda. Large black and 
white bear-like mammal, native to 
China. Eats, shoots and leaves." (1)
 Admittedly it's not a very funny 
joke, but then what grammar joke 
ever is. The point is that punctuation 
does matter, for wildlife manuals 
and for Bible reading. In the first 
chapter of Mark's Gospel, we have an 
interesting interpretive question that  
arises over the placement of a colon. 
Mark 1:2-4 is translated and 
punctuated as follows in the English 
Standard Version:
 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, 
"Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face, 
who will prepare your way, 

the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,'"  John 
appeared, baptizing in the 
wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.
 Nestled in verse 3 the English 
translation gives the impression that 
the voice crying—namely, John the 
Baptist—is crying in the wilderness, 
proclaiming his message and 
announcing the way of the Lord. This 
is an entirely plausible rendering of 
the original Greek, for in verse 4 we 
learn that John did in fact appear, 
"baptizing in the wilderness." 
 However, John the Baptist is 
actually quoting Isaiah 40:3, which 
places the colon differently in the 
English translation and has some 
relevance for how we understand 
Mark 1:13. Taking careful note of the 
placement of the colon, Isaiah 40:3 
reads,
A voice cries: 
"In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God."

APC News No 14                                                                   

The Difference a 
Comma Makes

Ryan Glomsrud



 Notice the difference? In Isaiah, 
the voice is crying, just as in Mark, 
although we don't know precisely 
where the voice is crying. Because of 
the colon placement, we learn from 
Isaiah that it is the preparation of the  
way of the Lord that will happen in 
the wilderness; it is in the wilderness 
that the paths and desert highway 
will be made straight.
 So which is it? Is it John the 
Baptist who is crying in the 
wilderness, or is John the Baptist 
crying: "Make straight the paths of 
the Lord in the wilderness"? We 
know because of Mark 1:4 that John 
was in fact in the wilderness, but 
because of Isaiah 40:3 there is good 
reason to think that John's message 
was that Jesus would prepare the 
way and make straight paths in the 
wilderness. 
 We later learn that this prophecy 
from Isaiah and bold announcement 
from John comes true in Mark 
1:12-13 when "the Spirit immediately  
drove him [Jesus] out into the 
wilderness. And he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. And he was with 
the wild animals, and the angels 
were ministering to him."
 What does it mean to make 
paths straight? Where Israel had 
disobeyed, struggled, doubted, and 
wandered in the desert for forty 
years, now Jesus the Messiah makes 
straight their crooked paths through 
victory over Satan and in his 
wilderness temptation.                       �        

(1) The panda anecdote was taken 
from the British best-seller by 
Lynne Truss, Eats, Shoots & 
Leaves: The Zero Tolerance 
Approach to Punctuation 
(Gotham Books, 2003).

This article appeared in ‘Modern 
Reformation’ magazine. Vol 20, 
Number 1, Issue: "The Great 
Announcement" Jan./Feb. Vol. 20 
No. 1 2011 Pages 30.Ryan Glomsrud 
is executive editor and reviews editor 
of ‘Modern Reformation’ magazine.
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Continued from page 15
he had done that and because this is 
who they were, they were instructed 
how they should live. We do the 
imperatives because God has done 
the indicatives.
 The great indicatives of the 
gospel must shape us as Christians 
so that we can fruitfully live out the 
great imperatives of the gospel. For 
us to be shaped, the predominant 
theme of Christian preaching must 
be what God has done, not what we 
must do. Too much preaching is 
“Do, Do, Do” instead of “Done, 
Done, Done.” No wonder Paul 
resolved to know nothing among the 
Corinthians except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).
I probably made grammatical errors 
in this article. If I have, I trust you 
still get what I mean. But if we are 
to relish God’s grace and live for 
God’s glory we can’t afford to get the 
gospel grammar incorrect. May 
Christ, our teacher, instruct us by 
his Word and Spirit.                         �



“And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband”
[Rev 21:2]

ON JANUARY 8, 2011, I had the 
great privilege of attending the 
wedding of The Revd. Fletcher 
Matandika and his bride Angella 
Moyo in Lilongwe, the capital city of 
Malawi. Business in the UK in the 
previous week provided the 
opportunity to travel south and join 
the celebrations. I am very grateful 
to Fletcher and Angella for the 
invitation and to their respective 
parents for their kind hospitality on a 
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A CELEBRATION TO 
REMEMBER

In January this year our minister in Vancouver Revd Fletcher 
Matandika, who is from Malawi, married Angela Moyo in true 

African fashion and culture. There was great rejoicing. 
The Scriptures again and again depict the wedding occasion not 

only as a time for great celebration and rejoicing but as a picture of 
the union between Christ and His Church and of the Great 

Heavenly Banquet that awaits the true believer in glory

This account of the wedding is by Michael Kane



a day that began at 7am and ended 
late in the night. 
 The wedding itself was led by 
Revd. Thompson Chipeta, who 
described himself a Fletcher’s 
“grandfather” (in the faith). His own 
story is quite remarkable – an 
orphan, founding a school for 
orphans and a “home that raises 
children to the fullest potential and 
is the best in Africa”. z
 Having grown up in England, I 
have a certain preconception of how 
a wedding should be – my own was a 
relatively formal event. Not the sort 
of wedding where the bridesmaids 
dance down the aisle to meet their 
respective groomsmen dancing down 
another aisle. But they did as the 

congregation cheered and the ladies 
ululated. 
 And then Angella appeared, her 
parents on either side, in a beautiful 
white dress, dancing slowly, joyfully 
down the aisle. And then there was 
Fletcher, his parents on either side, 
dancing slowly, joyfully, towards his 
bride. And the noise of celebration 
was almost deafening. It was 
wonderful – and a beautiful picture 
of the day when the Bridegroom will 
come to claim His Bride for eternity! 
 After the wedding was over, we 
drove in a long convoy to a home for 
the official photographs; the cars 
swayed from one side of the road to 
the other in celebration. Lunch in 
various homes and then off to Africa 

APC News No 146                                Page 19                             March/April 2011

Mr & Mrs Moyo (bride's parents in white)_Rev R A & Mrs Matandika 
(groom's parents)_Rev F & Mrs Matandika (newly weds)
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Bible College, just outside Lilongwe, 
for the reception in their gym. 
 More music, more dancing, and 
Fletcher and Angella were seated on 
a sofa covered in white high on a 
platform to observe the proceedings. 
As the afternoon progressed, so the 
room filled with friends, family, ABC 
students and a large contingent from 
the village of Dzuwa, in which 
Fletcher has invested so much of his 
life. The Master of Ceremonies, 
himself an evangelist, soon 
announced “The Revd. Fletcher and 
Mrs. Angella Matandika” in a deep, 
loud voice that resonated round the 
hall; I doubt I will ever forget the 
sound. 
 Two particularly memorable 
moments were the bride’s speech to 
her friends and the cutting of the 
cake. For Angella, her marriage to 
Fletcher means leaving her family, 
friends, and her country and 
traveling 10,000 miles to a new 
home and a new life in very different 
circumstances. Her “farewell” was 
gracious, thoughtful, and Christ-
centered. The cake was in fact 
several cakes and after one was cut, 
Angella presented another first to 
Fletcher’s parents and then to her 

own. Beyond all the celebrations of 
this fine event, there was also a great 
sense of honor paid to both parents. 
 The day concluded with a dinner 
for both families and friends – it was 
quite a privilege to be invited.
 I am very grateful for Fletcher’s 
friendship and for the opportunity to 
attend this fine event. I hope that my  
own daughters’ weddings will be 
characterized by this same sense of 
honor and celebration. And I hope 
all of us will keep our eyes fixed on 
that day when the sound of 
celebration will resound all the way 
to heaven, and clothed in His perfect 
righteousness, we will finally see our 
Bridegroom face to face to be with 
Him for eternity.

_____________

Michael Kane is the Vice-President 
and Board Chairman of Joy to the 
World Ministries (US and Canada 
respectively:  www.jtwminstries.org), 
and is working with Fletcher to 
establish the first classical and 
Christian school in Southern Africa. 
He and his wife Juliet live in 
Beaverton, OR, where they have 4 
daughters, none yet of marriageable 
age.                                                         �

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and  his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself   with fine linen, bright and pure — for the fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints. And the angel said  to me, ‘Write this:  Blessed are those 

who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me,  
‘These are the true words of God’ ” [Rev 19:7-9] 

“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the  
old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them, 

and give them gladness for sorrow....declares the Lord” [Jer 31:13]



Bible Study 
Material 
by Catherine Mackenzie

OUR YOUTH GROUP at the APC 
in Inverness have been going 
through a selection of different Bible 
study books in the last year.
There are two sets of books that 
we’ve enjoyed. One is specifically 
designed for youth groups and is 
written by the Youth team at St. 
Helen’s Bishopgate in London. 

The Junction is a series of 
books geared towards young people 
aged 14+ and includes not only 
sound bible study content but also 
icebreakers and quick games that tie 
in with the studies. The good thing 
about these books is that it doesn’t 
matter if your youth group is six or 
sixteen people – the content works 
and there are activities that you can 
pick and choose from depending on 
the needs and abilities of your group.
 The study books that we have 
done recently are on Thesalonians 
(Keep on Going) and Genesis (A 
Wonderful World). There are 
other options in the series such as 
Sex and Relationships and God 

Rules, on the life of Joseph. 
 There are also two new books 
just about to be printed – one on the 
Gospel of Matthew and another on 
Christians and the Media. So there 
looks as though in the future there 
will be a good selection of books on 
characters, bible passages as well as 
themes.
 The book our youth-fellowship 
are going through at the moment 
however is from a different series. 
The Geared for Growth books, 
published by WEC, are truly 
excellent in that they are suitable for 
a wide range of ages and 
backgrounds. We have just started a 
twelve week study book based on 
different characters from the New 
Testament called Saints in 
Service.  
 Our first study was on the 
character of Elizabeth which 
interestingly enough we’ve had two 
sermons on recently. Not something 
that we engineered at all but it was 
really good how it worked out that 
way. 
 Certainly the beauty of this style 
of book is that because each week is 
an individual study if different kids 
turn up at the YF on different dates 
the study still works. They don’t have 
to catch up on what was done the 
previous week as each study is 
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complete in itself. 
 Focus on Faith is another 
book in this series which deals with 
Old Testament characters. The 
Geared for Growth series has a wide 
selection of material. Some are 
individual character studies that 
cover several weeks. 
 Others focus on Old or New 
Testament scriptures. Still others 
focus on different themes. WEC has 
a strong history of writing Bible 

study material over many years. Its’ 
no nonsense approach to God’s word 
means that these books over the 
years haven’t dated and are still 
being widely used throughout the 
country. 
 Whatever your Bible Study 
needs you will find something to suit 
you from either of these series be it 
The Junction or Geared for Growth. 
Each series is available from 
Christian Focus Publications.           �

APC NEWS - Another Reminder!
Subscriptions are now overdue! 

Both for congregationʼs bulk copies and for individual subscribers

The Importance of Reading!
Ten times in the gospels alone, we read

“Have you never read....”

What saith the Scriptures?

“I put you under oath before the Lord to have  this 
letter read to all the brothers” [1 Thes 5:27]

“When you read this, you can perceive my insight 
into  the mystery of Christ” [Eph 3:4]

“And when  this letter has been read among you, have 
it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see 

that you also read the letter from Laodicea”[Col 4:16] 
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