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Below is a photo from the air, of the Holyrood Parliament 
building in Edinburgh. It is to be hoped that the new men 
and women who have now taken up their seats will rule 
wisely and honestly with spiritual and moral priorities 

founded on God’s Word. See Editorial, page 3.
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KING SOLOMON said “Do not 
withhold good from those to whom it 
is due” [Pro 3:27]. In the spirit of 
these words we congratulate the 
Scottish National Party for their most  
successful victory during the recent 
Scottish Elections. No one imagined 
they would have had such a large 
majority, or even if they would win at 
all. Their success is worthy of praise. 
We must give praise where it is due.
 However, the ‘work’ of governing 
successfully has yet to be done! It will  
be no easy task to run the country in 
the present economic crisis. We wish 
them well and we pray that they will 
be guided by God in making the very 
important decisions that will need to 
be made in order to make the nation’s 
finances sound, and bring high 
employment and true prosperity.
 It is to be hoped above all, that 
the spiritual and moral condition of 
the country will be very important to 
the new parliamentarians, else we 
will find ourselves in deeper straits 
than we are currently in. Sadly, not 

many politicians take seriously the 
words of Solomon when he wrote 
“Righteousness exalts a nation but 
sin is a reproach to any people” [Pro 
14:34]. But the proverb is as true 
today as it was when first written. 
Moral and spiritual values and 
practices do affect a nation’s 
prosperity.
 Solomon himself, can testify to 
this truth. He can speak from sorry 
experience. His own reign was sadly 
marred by his idolatry and 
immorality. In chapter 10 of 1 Kings, 
we read that Solomon broke every 
instruction that God gave to the kings 
of Israel in Deu 17:16,17. He turned to 
the secular values and ideals of the 
nations around him and amassed 
horses and chariots from Egypt - 
strictly forbidden by God. 
 We also read “Solomon loved 
many foreign women...from the 
nations concerning which the Lord 
had said...‘You shall not enter into 
marriage with them...Solomon clung 
to these in love” [1 Kin 11:1,2]. He was 
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not strong in resisting the pressures 
of his age to conform to the values 
and standards of those around him. 
 This is where we too fear our 
present MSPs will again let us down. 
In the past few decades in our 
Scottish parliament, one law after 
another has been made which 
directly conflicts with God’s moral 
law. We earnestly pray that our new 
parliamentarians will do better than 
previous governments in upholding 
God’s laws, which as we have said, 
do affect national prosperity. 
 Our culture is secular and any 
spirituality is pagan rather than 
Christian. The values and ideals of 
the masses are carnal and worldly in 
their aspirations with little thought 
about eternal realities.
  Our hedonistic culture demands 
more and more temporal pleasures. 
In order to obtain seats in 
parliament, candidates are tempted 
to promise exactly what the people 
want. Politicians, rather than having 
a firm policy are more willing to 
accommodate the wishes of the 
electorate than the claims of God. 
 We confess it is difficult to resist 
public pressure but this is where 
strong leadership comes in. Pressure 
from the Party whip and pressure 
from constituents bear down heavily 
on MSPs to vote against their 
consciences. We pray that God 
would strengthen the new members 
in Holyrood to vote not only in 
accordance with their consciences, 
but also in accordance with truth 

and righteousness.
 We must pray that the 
politicians we have chosen will not 
only be strong in leadership but also 
strong in wisdom - the wisdom that 
is from above. The Apostle Paul 
reminds us there is a ‘wisdom’ of the 
world that is foolishness with God, 
which the Apostle James says is “not 
the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic” [Jam 3:15].  
 Solomon’s backsliding was 
gradual, over the years. Most 
backslidings are like that. No garden 
is overgrown overnight. As we look 
back over the years, we too in 
Scotland, like Solomon, have fallen 
from grace. Once we were known as 
the ‘Land of the Book’ - not now. Our  
children are ignorant of the simplest 
Biblical facts.
 Our hope, as always, is in the 
mercy of God. Solomon found mercy  
- we believe Ecclesiastes was his last 
inspired writings, where he warns us 
from his own experiences about 
backsliding. 
 He advises us in his earlier 
writings “Get wisdom, get insight... 
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get 
wisdom, whatever you get, get 
insight” [Pro 4:5-7] Here, as in many  
OT places, Wisdom is the name 
given to Christ. So, our prayer for 
our new parliamentarians is: Get 
Christ, with all your getting, get 
Christ, for Christ is “our wisdom and 
our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption” [1 Cor 1:30].         ❐

APC News No 147                                Page 4                                    May/June 2011



BARNABAS FUND
Give thanks for the work of 
Barnabas Fund who in 2010 
provided food to over 100,000 
Christians, gave 808,205 Christians 
and 66,431 Bibles in 27 languages in  
twelve different countries: 
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Ethiopia, 
Holy Land, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Niger, Romania, Russia, South 
Africa, and two other countries. 
They also financed the construction 
or repair of church buildings in 
twelve different countries and 
helped train Christian leaders in 22 
countries. Barnabas Fund provides 
practical aid and spiritual 
nourishment to thousands of 
Christians who live in contexts of 
Christian persecution.

BANGLADESH EVANGELISTS
Twelve young Bangladeshi 
Christians feel so compelled to 
share the gospel that they are 
willing to risk their own safety by 
selling and handing out Christian 
literature on the streets and in buses 
and marketplaces in their cities. In 

the past eleven months they 
distributed more than 500,000 
Bibles, New testaments and 
Christian leaflets. Often when they 
are out on the streets they are 
harassed by local police, but despite 
these problems they persevere in 
their work. Thank God for their 
courage and pray for His blessing on  
their work.

EU:FREEDOM OF RELIGION
On February 21, the Foreign Affairs 
Council of the European Union 
adopted Council Conclusions on 
‘intolerance, discrimination and 
violence on the basis of religion or 
belief’, which condemn ‘recent 
violence and acts of terrorism, in 
various countries against Christians 
and their places of worship, Muslim 
pilgrims and other religious 
communities’.
 The Conclusions specify that, 
while ‘no part of the world is exempt  
from the scourge of religious 
intolerance’, freedom of religion or 
belief remains a universal human 
right which ‘needs to be protected 
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everywhere and for everyone’, with 
states having a legal obligation to 
protect their citizens, including 
representatives of religious 
minorities.
 Christian Solidarity Worldwide

USA: CLAUSES RESCINDED
The Obama administration 
rescinded Bush-era conscience 
clauses for health care workers in 
February when the US Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) issued new guidelines 
governing medical staffers who 
object to procedures for religious or 
moral reasons.
 Although health care workers 
will still be able to file complaints 
with the federal government if they 
have been forced to perform a 
procedure against their conscience, 
provisions that may have allowed 
them to opt-out of a wide range of 
services were removed. The 
Christian Medical Association 
harshly criticised the HHS action, 
saying that it ‘diminished the civil 
rights that protect conscientious 
physicians and other health care 
professionals against discrimi-
nation’.

NO BIBLES, THANKS
Two Staffordshire schools in March 
banned the Gideons organisation 
from giving out Bibles. The schools 
said the gifts are ‘inappropriate’, 
either because they are multifaith 
schools or because they don’t allow 

any religious group to give out 
literature. A Gideons supporter 
claimed that the schools were 
‘silencing Christianity’. 
  Bible Society’s Newswatch

CRUCIFIX BAN OVERTURNED
A European court has ruled that 
schools are allowed to put crucifixes 
up in classrooms, as this does not 
infringe on people’s human rights. 
The higher chamber of the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
overturned a 2009 ruling, when a 
parent, Soile Lautsi, took a case 
against the Italian state, claiming 
that crosses on the walls of schools 
infringed the principle of secularism. 
The ruling is binding on all 47 
countries that are members of the 
Council of Europe.

LEEDS DAY OF PRAYER
Troubled about the state of the 
nation and the lack of impact the 
gospel is making, a call from the 
Yorkshire Reformed Ministers’ 
Fellowship, resulted in over 150 
people from more than 22 churches 
all over Yorkshire gathering at the 
City Evangelical Church in Leeds on 
March 26. They came to pray 
specifically for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on our churches, our 
region and our nation. The day 
began with an explanation of the 
biblical and historical basis for doing 
such a thing and was followed by 
three sessions of prayer interspersed 
with psalm and hymn singing.         ❐
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RODERICK MACKENZIE from 
Gairloch, now living in Livingstone, 
was one of the ‘hostel boys’ who used 
to come from the west coast of Ross-
shire for their secondary education 
at Dingwall Academy.  He was one of  
a number of young people in the 
Dingwall congregation who pro-
fessed their faith during the early-to-
mid sixties.  
 In Roderick’s case, he was also 
baptised.  His mother had died at his 
birth and he was never baptised as a 
child. I asked him to provide his 
recollection of that occasion and also 
asked how he, as a young person, felt  
able to relate to my uncle who had 
become his pastor. Here is 
Roderick’s reply: 
“Yes, I was baptised by him at the 
age of 17 in 1964.  I do not remember  
all of what he [Revd D A Macfarlane]
said.  However, I do recall what he 
said as he concluded the talk and 

service.  He was speaking about how 
the Bible was full of great treasures - 
promises - and how you had to dig in 
it.  He said, ‘If I told you there was 
gold in that field beside the church 
you would run out right now and go 
digging.  Well, I am telling you there 
is gold in the Word of God and you 
go on digging in it as the reserves 
never end.’  
 “Then he finished by quoting the 
words from Psalm 12:6, ‘The words 
of God are words most pure; they be 
like silver tried in earthen furnace 
seven times which hath been 
purified.’ The last psalm sung that 
evening was Psalm 19: 7-10.   
 “Your second question about 
how he, as someone who was much 
older, was so appreciated by 
someone who was so much younger 
is rather difficult to answer.  I am not  
certain that age would have anything 
to do with it in any case.  It was at a 
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time when, generally I think, my 
generation respected older people.  
However, it was not just that kind of 
respect I had for him.  He was 
incredibly caring and loving and I 
was very aware of that. I loved his 
style of preaching and as a new 
Christian I was eager to learn. 
 “The spiritual growth of each 
person in his congregation was very 
dear to him.  He often used to say, ‘I 
wish you well. What more can I do 
than wish you well?’ – and you knew 
he meant it.  Even to a young person 
like me at that time it was very, very 
evident just how humble he was. He 
seemed to be so taken up with Jesus 
and his wish was that everyone else 
would be too.  
 “He often spoke of the mercy of 
God and the sovereignty of God and I 
never heard him being dreadfully 
harsh in his ministry.  He would 
rebuke and make comment, but 
never in a hard personal manner and 
he seemed to have an incredible 
insight into the different experiences 
the believer can have - particularly in 
terms of repentance and sorrow for 
sin. He could make a very profound 
thought or experience very personal.  
I remember him once talking about 
Peter and how he had his handker-
chief out to wipe the tears he had for 
what he had done.  Or he would talk 
about the scars and bruises Peter 
had and how parts of Scripture were 
the balm that the Lord provided for 
him.  A unique style which maybe I 
just tuned into, but certainly 

appreciated and still think back on.  
 “Since then I have been under 
the ministry and leadership of four 
other ministers all of whom I can 
truthfully say I loved and respected 
and have benefited greatly from.  
However, none, I don't think, ever 
had the profound effect on me that 
Revd Macfarlane had.  It was such a 
privilege to be under his ministry 
and pastoral care and I certainly 
learned a tremendous amount from 
him.  John Tallach’s book on Revd 
Macfarlane,  I Shall Arise, 
continues to be a great source of 
encouragement to me these many 
years on. 
 “I have to say I had equal respect 
for Mrs. Macfarlane. I found her to 
be a very caring person who again 
had the interests (both spiritual and 
material) of the congregation very 
much at the centre of her life. I just 
knew as a teenager that they both 
really had my best interests at heart 
and that was an amazing thing to 
have at that stage in my life.”
      Roderick also recalls an incident, 
which I, who was a few years 
younger than he, also remember 
vividly:  “I remember on the 
Saturday of a communion being in 
the manse for breakfast.  Revd 
Alexander Murray was there as well.  
There was to be a parade of baby 
elephants on the streets of Dingwall 
the next (Lord’s) day.  Mr 
Macfarlane was incredibly grieved 
about this and he was asking Revd  
Murray (who was a county councilor 
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at the time) what he could do about 
it. Could he do something to have it 
stopped?  I cannot recall what if 
anything Mr. Murray was able to do.  
However, at the communion service 
the next day, Mr.  Macfarlane 
addressed the last table.  He was 
talking about things the Lord's 
people had time for: His Word, His 
Grace, His Day, when suddenly out 
of the blue came this:  ‘and they have 
no time for baby elephants!’ ”
      John Tallach records another 
baptism of a young person which 
must have taken place close to the 
same time:   “One of the times when 
visitors to the congregation were 
struck by Mr. Macfarlane’s stature as 
a pastor was when he conducted an 
adult baptism just a few years before 
he retired. It was at the Friday 
evening service of a Communion 
Season in Dingwall and there was a 
large congregation. When the 
normal service was over, conducted 
by another minister, the pulpit door 
opened and Mr. Macfarlane made 
his way down from the pulpit steps. 
 “An eighteen year old Dutch girl 
rose near the front and came 
forward. The two of them stood there 
in front of the pulpit, and Mr. 
Macfarlane explained the 
significance of baptism and spoke 
about the girl’s desire to profess her 
Lord. He referred to opportunities 
which would arise for her to serve 
him, and to how she should 
prayerfully make use of these. He 
was speaking so tenderly, as one on 

the same level as this young convert.  
He was eighty and she was eighteen; 
and yet it seemed that all barriers 
were at that moment taken down 
and those words were really fulfilled: 
“Ye are all one in Christ Jesus”. 
There was such peace, there was 
such gospel unity, that I remember 
feeling before the end of the service, 
if heaven has anything like the 
atmosphere in the church tonight, I 
would like to be there.”
       These are just two examples of 
my uncle’s influence on young 
people in his congregation.  
Although, as was indicated above, 
relatively large congregations would 
fill the Dingwall church at 
communion times, my uncle’s 
regular congregations were never 
particularly large, nor did he aspire 
to be pastor of such a congregation.  
However, a steady stream of young 
people who had grown up or at some  
stage sat under his ministry, went on 
to become ministers and 
missionaries.
      It was, of course, not only young 
people who appreciated my uncle’s 
ministry. Older saints did also, as did 
his colleagues.  One of them, Revd  
Alexander Murray, was mentioned 
above. Besides his pastoral duties in 
Applecross at that time, he served on 
the county council and was often in 
Dingwall, the county capital, for 
meetings. On at least one of these 
occasions, this meant that he was 
able to attend the Thursday evening 
prayer meeting at which my uncle 
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usually spoke. Mr. Murray made a 
point of arriving late, so as not to be 
asked beforehand to conduct the 
meeting. This did nothing to deter 
my uncle!  As Mr. Murray was trying 
to slip into the back of the church 
hall, my uncle interrupted what he 
was saying to insist that Mr. Murray 
come up front and take over! A 
vigorous debate ensued, which Mr. 
Murray never had any hope of 
winning!
       Alexander Murray was a nephew 
of the late Professor John Murray, 
with whose name another memory is 
associated.  The Revd Alex Morrison, 
then of North Uist, had been 
preaching at a Lairg communion. In 
later conversation about this, he was 
asked if Professor Murray (who lived 
in retirement not far from there) had 
been present.  Mr. Morrison replied 
that he was thankful that the noted 
theology professor was not present. 
Then he looked at me meaningfully 
and said, ‘But I’d rather preach in 

front of Professor Murray than Mr. 
Macfarlane!’ This was not at all 
because my uncle was in any way 
critical of his less gifted colleagues; it  
was simply a statement of the 
respect, bordering on awe, in which 
he was held.
       Another incident involves a 
communion season in Dingwall. The 
assisting ministers were the 
MacDonald brothers, Fraser and 
Alfred.  Alfred was due to conduct 
the English preparatory service on  
Saturday.  However, since he could 
be as stubborn as my uncle, he 
finally persuaded him to lead the 
service and preach in his place.  I 
have no recollection of anything that 
was said at that service, but after all 
these years retain a sense of a hea-
venly atmosphere similar to the one 
John Tallach mentioned above.  For 
some present, it was their first and 
perhaps only opportunity to hear D 
A Macfarlane ‘blow the ram’s horn of  
the gospel’, as he liked to put it.       ❐

“THE MINISTERIAL WORK MUST be carried on prudently and orderly. 
Milk must go before strong meat; the foundation must be laid before we 
attempt to raise the superstructure. Children must not be dealt with as men of 
full stature. Men must be brought to a state of grace, before we can expect from 
them the works of grace. The work of conversion, and repentance from dead 
works, and faith in Christ, must be first and frequently  and thoroughly taught. 
We must not ordinarily go beyond the capacities of our people, nor teach them 
the perfection, that have not learned the first principles of religion....Therefore 
did the Church take so much pains with their catechumens, before they 
baptized them, and would not lay unpolished stones into the building.”
       Richard Baxter in ‘The Reformed Pastor’



EDINBURGH
March/April saw a fortnight of joint 
outreach with eight other churches 
in this area of Edinburgh. Overall 
16,000 very attractive and sound 
leaflets were distributed. An 
encouraging number responded with 
positive requests so we hope and 
pray that great blessing will come to 
these individuals and families.
 Throughout the fortnight there 
was an excellent prayerful spirit and 
various people remarked on the very 
real sense of God's presence at the 
prayer meetings. There was such an 
earnest crying to God to work in 
individuals and situations where 
requests came from, as well as 
situations where real needs were 
known to exist. Time and time again 
it came over that only God can do 
what needs to be done.
 During the same period ‘Try 
Praying’ advertisements and banners 
could be seen in many parts of 
Edinburgh. May many try, and may 
they discover it is anything but 'a 
vain thing' to call on God.
 Hard on the heals of the joint 
outreach we had our own outreach, 
distributing leaflets through the 
letter box's then a day or so 

afterwards knocking on selected 
doors to see if there was any interest. 
What were we going to meet when 
doors opened. It can be nerve 
racking sometimes.
 The overall response was very, 
very encouraging. Here are the kinds 
of responses both negative and 
positive: Indifference; scornful 
contempt; the threat of violence in 
no uncertain terms (This left us very 
glad that there were two of us, and 
that God was watching over us); a 
cautious welcome; a very warm 
welcome; an instant even if 
unexpected 'Come in'; a number say 
they will come; some readily accept 
the offer of us praying with them; 
some launch into a discussion; some 
totally surprised us by the positive 
things 'they' say; some that were 
hostile and rude before are at least 
civil and almost welcoming.
 So what should we expect the 
first night of Christianity Explored? 
Who will come? We know not to 
expect everyone who said yes, but no 
new comers, that is hard. We are all 
a bit deflated. So much so I even 
forget to encourage  those who are 
there, by telling them that, one of the  
ladies who said she would come, 
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made a special trip to the shop to 
explain that she has to babysit her 
grandchildren, and will not be able 
to make it but she will come next 
time. That's something.
 However there are those there 
who haven't been for months, others 
who are not showing any signs of 
having been converted, others who 
are not making a lot of progress, and 
those who we believe are 'the salt of 
the earth.'
 Yes, it's well worth running the 
course. Yes, we would love to do 
more door to door visitation. Yes, 
better and larger congregations are 
meeting the same responses. Yes, 
there will be more harvest in this 
corner in God's time, we cautiously 
hope. Yes, we think the ground is 
softening. Yes, God is most 
graciously calling to people. Yes, we 
long to see people here saved. Yes, 
it's well well worth it. Yes, there are 
other congregations getting excellent 
numbers to come to Christianity 
Explored and to other outreach 
events.
 Yes, we are very thankful for all 
who pray for this work and for all 
who support it. Yes, no one serves or 
prays to the Lord in vain.   
      John Ross

STORNOWAY
Springtime always brings 
Missionaries to the Island of Lewis 
and they are very much appreciated.  
Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ 
had its Annual Rally within our 

church building in April and all were 
very much challenged by the 
different messages from mission-
aries from so many different 
countries of the world - each one 
with its own particular peculiarities 
and problems.
    Steadfast Global representing the 
Persecuted Church worldwide, as 
usual, reminded us how comfortable 
we all are in the Western world 
regarding freedom of worship - yet, 
reminded us that the rise of Islam is 
gradually threatening freedom of 
worship in the UK.
    Slavic Gospel Association is always 
popular in Lewis and their visit this 
year was especially appreciated even 
although the delegates had never 
been with us before.
    The congregation enjoyed its May 
Communion with the Revd Douglas 
MacKeddie being the visiting 
minister.  His personal testimony on 
the Lord's Day evening was 
particularly appreciated by many.

DUNDEE
We praise the Lord that the gospel is 
preached each week at Dens Road 
Church and we rejoice over those 
who come faithfully each week to 
worship the Lord with us. We thank 
God for their loyalty and pray that 
we will be able “to comprehend with 
all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth” of 
the love of Christ, and that He would  
fill us with “all the fullness of God” 
Please join us in this prayer.            ❐



JESUS SAID, “Ask and you shall 
receive,” On Saturday 14th May at 
Hamilton, over 500 people asked the 
Lord to heal our main speaker. 
 Joel Beeke had flown into 
Glasgow Airport at 7.30am that 
morning without a voice. The Lord 
answered the prayers of people 
attending the Conference. Dr Beeke’s 
first address had so much divine 
power that the gathering melted in 
the presence of God. 
 “Keep On Keeping On” was the 
title. Romans 7:22-25 was his first 
text. Christian perseverance is no 
less miraculous than Christian 
conversion. The passage refers to the 
experience of a mature Christian – 
no one else could experience such 
deep spiritual conflict. 
 Walking in God’s ways is the 
delight of every believer. Christians’ 
dilemma is the presence of a force 
within themselves that moves them 
to do the opposite – indwelling sin. 
But the promise of deliverance gives 
rise to a shout of triumph – “Thanks 
be unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” God allows this to humble 
us, and force us to look outside 
ourselves for sanctification.
 In the afternoon Dr Beeke spoke 

on Hebrews 12:1-2. Our mission is to 
endure. We are to do this by ridding 
ourselves of sin and distractions, and 
looking to Jesus who is our saviour 
and example. Our motives are: the 
cross (he suffered for us; we suffer 
little); the joy (we have promises 
same as he did); the people who have 
gone before us and reached the goal.
 Our other speaker was Stephen 
Currie from Bangor. He said that 
Christian unity requires nothing less 
than the attitude shown by Jesus 
[Philippians 2:5-11]. This is the 
attitude that: surrenders position to 
God’s people; serves others in the 
cause of God; is submissively 
obedient to God; waits patiently to 
be vindicated by God; and is 
motivated by the glory of God. 
 Read the passage and work it out 
for yourself! 
 The annual Scottish Reformed 
Conference brings together people 
who have a love for God’s Word. The 
speakers are world class. The 
blessing of God should not be 
despised or missed. If you can – go 
to the next one. 
 In any case – download the 
material at: 
www.scottishreformedconference.org/ ❐
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The Scottish
Reformed Conference

by Revd A N McPhail

http://www.scottishreformedconference.org/
http://www.scottishreformedconference.org/
http://www.scottishreformedconference.org/
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THE SCOTTISH PRESBYTERY 
of the Associated Presbyterian 
Churches, convened this eleventh 
day of May 2011, desire to place on 
record its profound sense of loss at 
the death on 14 March of a beloved 
brother in Christ in the person of 
Angus Cattanach - “The righteous 
perisheth, and no man layeth it to 
heart: and merciful men are taken 
away, none considering that the 
righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come” [Isa 57:1].
 Born in Edinburgh of Highland 
(Badenoch) parents in 1925, Angus 
was educated in that city’s Schools 
and University. World War II meant 
that military service in the Royal 
Navy interrupted that education and 
Angus found himself with training 
and then service as a Sick Bay 
Attendant. In the smaller ships of the 
Fleet the SBA was the only medical 
help on board; and to be at sea and 
at war was, no doubt, no indifferent 
challenge for the youthful naval 
rating.
 Back in civilian life a Master of 

Arts degree at Edinburgh was 
followed by a Divinity Course under 
Church Tutors especially in Dingwall  
under Mr Macfarlane. Mr Cattanach 
answered an urgent call for help over  
three years from the Ingwenya 
Mission in Rhodesia. Ordination/ 
Induction in St Jude’s Glasgow on 16 
January 1951 saw Revd James 
Macleod of Greenock preach from 
Mat 10:16 - “Behold I send you forth 
as sheep in the midst of wolves: be 
ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves”  - words which 
Angus was to ponder as time went 
on. 
 On Return to the UK, a call was 
received from the South Harris 
congregation; and the Cattanachs 
settled down in the new manse in 
Finsbay. Staffin in Skye was to be his 
second settled charge. Sandwiched 
between these pastorates was a 
period extending to years when, as 
virtual assistant to the Revd D J 
Matheson, Angus laboured in the 
Glasgow congregation; and at the 
same time, took opportunity to 

Tribute to Revd 
A M Cattanach

by Revd Alexander Murray



attend the Humanities Department 
of the University and markedly 
strengthened his knowledge of the 
ancient lanuages of Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin.
 Although the new APC denomi-
nation had its beginning in 1989 and 
Mr Cattanach remained with the 
Free Presbyterians in Staffin; yet, as 
time went on, he saw his position in 
relation to the wider FP Church as 
untenable. Mr Cattanach was to find 
a ready welcome within the APC fold 
and it was to a wider situation in 
Skye  from Portree to Dunvegan and 
not excluding Staffin - that he was 
henceforth to minister. Communion 
seasons in such places as Wick, 
Strathy and Rogart asked for the 
services of Mr Cattanach on a nearly 
‘year by year’ basis.
 Preaching was clearly the work 
in which our late brother rejoiced to 

labour and excel. Careful exegesis, as 
from one who understood the 
original text, left the hearer 
confident that he was being 
instructed in the very message from 
God that the Scripture in question 
was intended to proclaim. As he 
warmed to the work the voice of the 
preacher took on a certain music 
which seemed to blend with the 
subject matter in hand. The Lord’s 
people sat at his feet with profit and 
pleasure, and the Great Day will 
reveal what souls he has had for his 
hire.
 His body has been laid to rest in 
the Portree Cemetery awaiting the 
summons of the trumpet of God 
while the spirit has now entered the 
realms of glory in the presence of his 
Master, Jesus “Amen, so let it be”. 
Heartfelt sympathy is extended to 
widow and family.                   ❐

APC News No 147                                Page 15                                  May/June 2011

Put this Date in Your Diary

SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

APC CONFERENCE
Kingsview, Balnafettack Road, Inverness

Main Speaker:

Revd Kenneth Stewart
More details later



RICHARD BAXTER is perhaps 
best known for his book ‘The 
Reformed Pastor’ which is usually 
required reading for most students 
of the ministry. He emphasised 
visiting the community. Each 
house must be visited! 
 In the Introduction J I Packer 
says ‘Baxter insisted that 
ministers...must do ‘personal work’, 
and deal with individuals one by one, 
because preaching alone often fails 
to bring things home to ordinary 
people. Baxter was very frank on 
this’. 
 Baxter’s method of course was 
catechising and counselling, and as 
Packer says  ‘How to do this today 
would have to be worked out in 
terms of present circumstances, 
which are very different from those 
Baxter knew and describes, but 
Baxter’s question to us is, should we 
not be attempting this, as a practice 
constantly necessary?’
 He then quotes Baxter: ‘I 
frequently meet with those who 
have been my hearers eight 
or ten years, who know not whether 

Christ be God or man, and wonder 
when I tell them the history of his 
life and birth and death as if they 
had never heard it before....
 ‘But most of them have an 
ungrounded trust in Christ, hoping 
that he will pardon, justify and save 
them, while the world has their 
hearts, and they live to the flesh. And 
this trust they take for justifying 
faith. 
 ‘I have found by experience, that 
some ignorant persons, who have 
been unprofitable hearers have got 
some more knowledge and remorse 
in half an hour’s close discourse, 
than they did from ten years’ public 
preaching. I know that preaching the 
gospel publicly is the most excellent 
means, because we speak to many at 
once. But it is usually far more 
effectual to preach it privately to an 
individual sinner...’
 In speaking of the nature of the 
oversight of the flock Baxter says: 
‘We must be ready to give advice to 
inquirers, who come to us with cases 
of conscience, especially with the 
great case the Jews put to Peter, and 
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Voices from the Past
Richard Baxter



the gaoler to Paul and Silas “What 
must I do to be saved?” A minister is 
not to be merely a public preacher, 
but to be known as a counsellor for 
their souls, as the physician is for 
their bodies, and the lawyer for their 
estates: so that each man who is in 
doubts and straits, may bring his 
case to him for resolution: as 
Nicodemus came to Christ, and as it 
was usual with the people of old to 
go to the priest, whose lips must 
keep knowledge and at whose 
mouth they must ask the law, 
because he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts.
 ‘But as the people have become 
unacquainted with this office of the 
ministry, with their own duty and 
necessity in this respect it belongeth 
to us to acquaint them with it, and 
publicly to press them to come to us 
for advice about the great concerns 
of their souls. We must not only be 
willing to take the trouble, but 
should draw it upon ourselves, by 
inviting them to come. What 
abundance of good might we do, 
could we but bring them to this! And 
doubtless much could be done in it, 
if we did our duty.
 ‘How few have I ever heard of, 
who have earnestly pressed their 
people to their duty in this way! Oh! 
it is a sad case that men’s souls 
should be so injured and hazarded 
by the total neglect of so great a duty, 
and that ministers should scarcely 
ever tell them of it. Were your 
hearers but duly sensible of the need 

and importance of this, you would 
have them more frequently knocking 
at your doors, and making known to 
you their sad complaints, and 
begging your advice. I beseech you, 
then, press them more to this duty 
for the future; and see that you 
perform it carefully when they do 
seek your help. 
 ‘To this end it is very necessary 
that you be well acquainted with 
practical cases, and especially that 
you be acquainted with the nature of 
saving grace, and able to assist them 
in trying their state, and in resolving 
the main question that concerns 
their everlasting life or death.
 ‘One word of seasonable, 
prudent advice, given by a minister 
to persons in necessity, may be of 
more use than many sermons. A 
word fitly spoken, says Solomon, 
how good is it!’                                    ❐
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Loyal Address
To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty

The Loyal and Dutiful Address Of the General 
Assembly of the Associated Presbyterian Churches

of Scotland and Canada

 We, the General Assembly of the Associated Presbyterian 
Churches of Scotland and Canada, met in Inverness this 11th day 
of May 2011, desire to express our humble and unyielding 
devotion and loyalty to Your Majesty’s Person and Throne.
 We give thanks to our great God and Saviour for Your 
Majesty’s long and prosperous reign over us and for the civil and 
religious liberties that we have enjoyed these many years. We are 
especially thankful for Your Majesty’s fidelity to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ and the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints. And yet the love of Christ compels us to express our 
deep concern to Your Majesty at the erosion of our Christian 
Protestant and Reformed heritage and the grave and detrimental 
impact that militant secularism is having upon the faith and 
morals of Your Majesty’s subjects. It is thus not only our earnest 
prayer that Your Royal Majesty would thus hold fast the 
profession of our faith without wavering but we would beseech 
and urge Your Majesty to do all in Your power to defend and 
promote our common Christian faith and heritage in these dark 
and disturbing days.
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 We congratulate and rejoice with Your Majesty in the 
marriage of Prince William and Miss Catherine Middleton. We 
pray the Lord’s richest blessing and bounty upon their union 
and that they may enjoy a long and fruitful life together. We 
also assure Your Majesty of our prayers and good wishes for the 
forthcoming marriage of Miss Zara Phillips and Mr Mike 
Tindall. The Holy Scriptures teach that marriage is instituted 
and authorised by God and is between a man and a woman for 
their mutual benefit and blessing and for the welfare of the 
wider society. With this in mind we earnestly pray that Your 
Majesty’s Government would do more to protect and promote the 
honourable estate of marriage and the institution of the family 
in a day when they are increasingly undermined, undervalued 
and unheeded. Your Majesty’s subjects cannot neglect or reject 
the word of the one, living and true God and hope to flourish 
and prosper. 
 Consequently we are thankful for the faithful example and 
witness shown by Your Majesty in such matters. In this the 
400th anniversary year of the publication of the Authorised 
Version of the Bible, commissioned by Your Majesty’s predecessor 
King James VI and I, it is our great hope and prayer that Your 
Majesty might witness reformation and revival throughout Your 
dominions through the hearing and heeding of the word of God. 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: and the people 
whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance” [Psa 32:12].
 We lastly express our sincere thankfulness for the diligent 
and dutiful work undertaken by Your Majesty on behalf of us 
all and assure Your Majesty of our unceasing prayers for Your 
Majesty, His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh and the 
Royal family. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 
Amen” [2 Cor 13:14].
 On behalf of the Assembly,

 Wayne Pearce,   Moderator
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The Defamation of Religions 
Resolution may be no more!
We are delighted to tell you 
that there has been a 
significant move away from 
the Defamation of Religions 
concept at the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.
 A few days ago a new 
resolution was tabled by 
Pakistan on behalf of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (the OIC) and 
adopted by the Human Rights 
Council* in Geneva. It 
reaffirms the right to freedom 
of religion or belief, including 
the right to change religion 
and the right to freedom of 
expression. The new wording 
was the result of the 
leadership of Pakistan and 
the USA in drafting the 
resolution, and follows the 
shock of the murder of 
Pakistan’s Minorities Minister, 
Shahbaz Bhatti.
 Last year over 428,000 
people worldwide signed Open 
Doors’ Right to Believe global 
petition, saying YES to religious 
liberty and NO to the UN’s 
Defamation of Religions 
Resolution – a resolution that 
undermined individual rights to 
freedom of religion and 
expression and provided 
international legitimacy for 
national laws that punish 

blasphemy or otherwise ban 
criticism of a religion.
The awareness that you helped to 
raise through this global petition 
added weight to our private 
lobbying efforts and those of 
other agencies. The result? A 
further loss of support for the 
resolution at the UN General 
Assembly last December... and 
now Pakistan have tabled a 
significantly different resolution!
 The new resolution 
‘Combating intolerance, negative 
stereotyping and stigmatization 
of, and discrimination, incitement 
to violence, and violence against 
persons based on religion or 
belief’ appears to be an 
exceptionally positive move and 
meets most demands of the Right 
to Believe campaign.
 The resolution no longer 
contains the terms ‘defamation’ 
or ‘vilification’ nor singles out 
specific religions. Instead it 
reinforces member states’ 
existing international human 
rights obligations, including the 
right to freedom of religion.
 Open Doors will continue to 
follow developments and work to 
ensure this progress is maintain-
ed into the autumn when the UN 
General Assembly meets again.
 Your campaigning has 
helped make a difference – 
thank you. 
Alice J, Open Doors UK & Ireland

THANK YOU
for responding as requested. Its worth trying!



THIS ISSUE we have an ‘unusual’ 
Book Review! Our own ‘APC News’! 
Here is a report given by Donald M 
Fraser to the Inverness congregation.

The APC News is the magazine of our  
denomination  and endeavours to 
include articles to stimulate a serious 
study of Holy Scripture.   It also 
includes news from our 
congregations and reports of our 
Assembly and Presbytery meetings, 
as well as news from around the 
world, book reviews, etc.
 The circulation throughout 
Scotland may not be too extensive, 
but nevertheless, it reaches to many 
countries throughout the world such 
as Brazil, Italy, New Zealand, 
Canada, America, besides England 
and Northern Ireland. The two 
Reformed Theological Seminary 
Libraries, in Charlotte and 
Pittsburgh have been receiving the 
magazine for many years and there 
will be a considerable number of 
readers attending these libraries.   It 
also goes to the Prison Fellowship 
Ministries in Washington DC.    
Some influential ministers, such as 
Editors of Church magazines receive 
a free copy,  so the effects of this 
ministry could be widespread.
 Many letters of appreciation are 
received.   One lady from 

Northumberland wrote recently “I 
really enjoy the magazine,there are 
some lovely writings in it.   In fact, 
just last week I used a story of the 
African lady who had her son and 
then her husband murdered and she 
asked the murderer to be a son to her   
– what grace?  -Grace in abundance”.      
She then went on to say that she told 
this at a Women’s Guild meeting she 
went to weekly and the silence after 
she finished was electric, as the other  
ladies used secular material.   She 
also used on another occasion a story  
about a lace tablecloth from the 
magazine.   This lady appears to 
collect all the issues of the APC News 
and uses articles from them many 
years later.
 The costs, especially postage, are 
increasing, but I have to acknowledge  
the donations received from our 
congregations, especially Inverness 
and Stornoway, both of which give 
substantually more than what is 
expected of them. There are many 
individuals, both in Inverness and 
elsewhere who are very liberal in 
their giving and to them I extend my 
warmest appreciation.  
 Above all else, we must 
acknowledge the Lord’s goodness to 
all of us in enabling the APC News to 
be published over a long period of 
time.  To God be the glory!         ❐
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BOOK  REVIEW
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PERHAPS ONE of the most 
underrated and forgotten 
missionaries of the nineteenth 
century is John G Paton. His work in  
the New Hebrides was truly 
remarkable. The islands of Aniwa 
and Tanna were especially blessed. 
He writes Aniwa ‘an island entirely 
given to me by the Lord, the whole 
population of which, in course of 
time, became Christian’.
 Paton suffered tremendous set-
backs and discouragements but 
persevered totally committed to his 
calling ‘to the cannibals’. After 
overcoming all the objections of 
those who tried to stop him going, 
and after landing safely, he lost his 
dear wife and child within a few 
months! Broken hearted, he 
continued, trusting in God. 
 When he eventually came home 
he was criticised by men who had no 
experience of the trials and 
hardships involved in missionary 
work abroad in the nineteeth 
century. He writes ‘All such 
criticisms came, of course from men 
who were themselves destitute of 
sympathy, and who, probably, never 
endured one pang for Jesus in all 
their comfortable lives...One dear 

friend, for instance said “You should 
not have left. You should have stood 
at the post of duty till you fell. It 
would have been to your honour, and 
better for the cause of the Mission, 
had you been killed at the post of 
duty like the Gordons and others”. I 
replied “I regard it as a greater 
honour to live and to work for Jesus, 
than to be made a self-made martyr. 
God knows that I did not refuse to 
die; for I stood at the post of duty 
amid difficulty and danger, till all 
hope had fled, till everything I had 
was lost, and till God in answer to 
prayer sent a means of escape. I left 
with a clear conscience, knowing that  
in doing so I was following God’s 
leading and serving the Mission too. 
To have remained longer would have 
been to incur the guilt of self-murder  
in the sight of God” ’.
 The great lesson from this book 
is to persevere amid all types of 
discouragements. 

Christian Focus Publications 
produces an excellent edition of the 
autobiography ‘John G Paton, 
Missionary to the New Hebrides.
Pages: 368  List Price £8.99
Isbn 13: 9781845504533           ❐

Persevere amid 
Discouragements



DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Mobile 07792 545 243  
Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk    Dens Road Church - 11 
Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually Wed 7pm 
(confirm on website). Treasurer: Mrs Isabella 
Scrimgeour, 7 Kintail Place, Broughty Ferry, Dundee 
DD5 3TA. Tel 01382 477 623    Communions: Last in 
March, June, September, December

EDINBURGH
Revd John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 
7AG    Tel 0131 466 6247   jrossapc@googlemail.com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am and 5pm and Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse Broadway, 
EH17 8AS.    All welcome

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Revd John C A Ferguson, MA, MDiv
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983 
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 
11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm. Tel 01463 716843.
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, 
Tel 01463 231364. www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, 
September
Monthly Bible Study in Black Isle. For information 
phone Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm      Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR. Tel. 01863 766251. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
September.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 
8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 
4SE, Tel 01571 855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na 
Mara, Stoer, Sutherland Tel 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore 
Road, Oban  PA34 4PG, Tel  01631 566259 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, 
Tel 01520 722239.  Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Services meantime Inverasdale 10.30am (with 
Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: K 
MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 
01445 712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

Congregational Details



SKYE and HARRIS
Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort,Portree,Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel 01470 582421 
Email: wayne,pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, 
C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 4.45pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 
2nd, 4th Dunvegan
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, Bruach Taibh, 2 
Borve, Arnisort, Skye, IV51 9PS. Tel 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

Harris: Seilabost School - 12 noon and 6pm
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3HP Tel 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th September

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, BA
‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP,   
Tel 01851 703217, (Church 07733425498)
Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway 
HS1 2SS, Tel 01851 703796.  
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton Church 
10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 3rd, 
5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain 
IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11a.m, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN 
Tel 01847 892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316. 
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revd F Matandika, 203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, Canada. 
Tel/Fax +1-604-544-5054. 
Church Website: www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services: 

 Sunday School: 10am
 Morning Worship: 11am
 Evening Worship: 6.30pm

Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study: 7.30pm. 

-------------------

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, BA 

‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP

Tel 01851-703217
Fax 01851 703775

Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr R W M MacKenzie,
APC General Treasurer

Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain
IV20 1TW           Tel 01862 871450 

Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798

Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com
_______

Our Scottish Charity No is:
SC 02313

APC  website address is:
www.apchurches.org


