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SKY/HARRIS 
INDUCTION
Our joint congregation of Skye/Harris inducted 
their new minister Revd Wayne Pearce on 
Saturday 11 December. Despite many setbacks 
and the formidable weather conditions 
everything went well. Left: The old and new 
pastors. Below: Some members of presbytery.
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE of our 
evangelism? What are we hoping to 
achieve when we seek the salvation 
of sinners? This is a far more 
searching question that we may at 
first think.
 As John Piper has said, ‘the 
purpose of mission is worship’. The 
whole end and object of seeking the 
conversion of souls is so that they 
will serve and worship the only living 
and true God. The glory of God is the 
most important matter in the world. 
 Conversion puts a man back to 
where Adam was before the Fall - a 
man with an assignment. Adam’s 
task before the Fall was to bring 
glory to God. The Fall has increased 
that task - in fact it has made it 
impossible. 
 Man must first be redeemed, 
and  our perspectives realigned and 
in harmony with God’s  vision for 
His glory - we need to be made new 
creatures in Christ. This is done 
through some form of evangelism. 
 Only after conversion, are we 

able to serve God. But serve Him we 
must, else we fail in the purpose of 
our creation. We are on this earth for  
one main purpose only - to glorify 
God. Everything else is subordinate 
to that.
 We must never forget that God 
is the primary purpose of our lives 
and our one great task is to seek 
agreement with it. This can be very 
hard indeed, but there are examples 
within Scripture and in history which 
helps us to see the beauty of a saint 
acquiescing in God’s will.
 When Aaron lost his two sons, 
Nadab and Abihu, priests of the 
Lord, when they offered up 
“unauthorised fire” in their worship, 
it was a tragedy of the greatest 
magnitude. Disgrace accompanied 
sorrow and bereavement. There 
must have been devastation. Moses 
told Aaron this is what God said 
would happen if strange fire was 
offered up to Him. Yet Aaron “held 
his peace” [Lev 10:3]. How lovely! 
When we lose loved ones, much 
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grace from God is needed to remain 
quiet and humble in our hearts. 
 We read about Sarah Edwards 
when she heard that her 54 year old  
husband died of a smallpox 
vaccination, leaving her with ten 
children, she wrote to her daughter 
‘What shall I say? A holy and good 
God has covered us with a dark 
cloud. O that we may kiss the rod 
and lay our hands on our mouths! 
The Lord has done it. he has made 
me adore His goodness, that we had 
him so long. But my God lives; and 
He has my heart’! 
 The same can be said about 
George Mueller when his wife 
became ill with rheumatic fever, he 
prayed ‘Yes, my Father, the times of 
my darling wife are in Thy hands. 
Thou wilt do the very best thing for 
her and for me, whether life or 
death. If it may be, raise up yet again  
my precious wife - Thou art able to 
do it, though she is so ill; but 
howsoever Thou dealest with me, 
only help me to continue to be 
perfectly satisfied with Thy holy will’.
 Mueller’s wife died and he 
preached her funeral service from 
the words “Thou art good and doest 
good” [Psa 119:68].
 God was glorified, and these fine 
godly people were satisfied with that. 
Our calling on earth is to be content 
with God’s dealings with us and 
cheerfully serve Him in whatever 
circumstances He calls us.
 No wonder George Mueller 
could write a book after 40 years of 

trials on how to be constantly happy 
in God. He said ‘I saw more clearly 
than ever that the first great and 
primary business to which I ought to 
attend to every day was to have my 
soul happy in the Lord’. 
 He said ‘Formerly when I rose I 
began to pray as soon as possible and 
generally spent all my time till 
breakfast in prayer’. But the result 
was ‘Often after having suffered 
much from wandering of mind for 
the first ten minutes, or quarter of an 
hour, or even half-an-hour, I only 
then really began to pray’. 
 So Mueller changed his pattern 
and began first to read his Bible and 
found food for his soul and rejoiced 
in the Lord and then he was able to 
pray with passion and glorify God in 
prayer and worship.
 He enjoyed worshipping God. 
That is the chief end of man. A truly 
godly man will be able to enjoy even 
the most difficult of circumstances if 
he has the presence of God in his 
soul.  The Apostle Peter tells us there 
is a joy which is unspeakable and full  
of glory. This is attainable in this life 
for each of us. 
 Yes, our evangelism must 
ultimately bring people, not simply 
to a conversion experience but also 
to to live lives that are in submission 
to the will of God and which will 
bring glory to God. 
 Let us pray and seek for this 
godly vision of evangelism which 
puts everything in the perspective of 
God’s glory.                                          ❐
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SURVEY SUPPORTS 
CHRISTIANS
Draconian and politically correct 
rules which discriminate against 
Christians living out their faith in 
the public square have been 
slammed by the public in a new 
survey published in December, 
commissioned for ‘Christian 
Concern’s ‘Not Ashamed’ campaign.
 Christian Concern asked 
respected pollsters ComRes to seek 
the public’s views on whether the 
manifestation of Christian faith and 
the exercise of Christian conscience 
in the workplace should be 
censored, following the recent high-
profile cases.
 In some of these teachers and 
council workers have been 
suspended for offering to ‘say a 
prayer’, public and private sector 
employees have been told not to 
wear crosses, Roman Catholic 
adoption agencies have been forced 
to close and those seeking 
accommodation for their biblical 
views on sexuality in the exercise of 
their work duties have been denied 

that provision.
 However, it would seem that 
the sensitivities of politicians and 
employers are not in line with 
public opinion. In the telephone 
poll, carried out from November 26 
to 28, members of the public hit 
back at misapplied political 
correctness.
 73% agree that the right of 
people to wear Christian symbols 
such as a cross in their workplace 
should be protected by law. 72% of 
British adults believe that 
‘Christians should be able to refuse 
to act against their conscience 
without being penalised by their 
employer’. It would appear that the 
public backs Christians to manifest 
their Christian faith and exercise 
their Christian conscience in society 
at large and not only behind their 
front door or in their church.

NEW HISTORICAL JOURNAL
A new church history journal, 
focusing on the evangelical and 
Reformed witness in Scotland, has 
just been launched. The Scottish 

APC News No 145                                Page 5                January/February 2011

     

         News for Prayer
  and Praise



Reformation Society Historical 
Journal publishes ‘original, scholarly  
articles written from an evangelical 
perspective on subjects relating to 
Scottish Church history’. 
 The inaugural issue includes 
articles on John Knox, Samuel 
Rutherford, Thomas Boston, 
Alexander Dyce Davidson, Angus of 
the Hills, James MacGregor, David 
Hay Fleming, 'Giving out the line', 
and ‘Mistress Rutherford in Ulster in 
1634’. 
 The editorial board chairman, 
Rev Douglas Somerset, said that 
there is a great need for a history 
journal which is sympathetic to 
Scotland’s evangelical heritage. ‘The 
articles are academic’, he added, ‘but  
we hope that they will have a wide 
appeal for Christian readers.’ The 
journal is due to appear annually.
 Available via the lulu.com 
website, there is a paperback version 
at £8.01 (including p&p), and a 
hardback version at £15.99. 
Alternatively, the journal can be 
ordered from the Scottish 
Reformation Society, Magdalen 
Chapel, 41 Cowgate, Edinburgh, EH1 
1JR for £9.95 paperback (including 
p&p) or £17.95 hardback.  More 
information is available from Rev D 
Somerset on 01224 645250.

POLICE PAYOUT FOR 
CHRISTIAN’S ARREST
On December 8, a Christian street 
preacher won £7,000 plus costs from 
Cumbria Police in settlement for a 

claim of wrongful arrest, unlawful 
imprisonment and breach of his 
human rights.
 Dale Mcalpine, aged 42, of 
Workington in Cumbria brought the 
case against the police following his 
arrest on April 20, 2010. The police 
have accepted that they acted 
wrongfully. 
 The case is the second of its kind 
in December. On December 8, 
Birmingham County Court ruled that 
the West Midlands Police acted 
unlawfully when they arrested, 
handcuffed and detained street 
preacher Anthony Rollins. The Court 
awarded Rollins £4,250 and ordered 
police to pay his legal costs.
 Mr Mcalpine was preaching 
from the Bible in Workington toewn 
centre in April 2010. His sermon 
contained no mention of 
homosexuality. When he finished he 
was approached by a Police 
Community Support Officer.
   The Christian Institute

THE WHOLE BIBLE READ
To be or not to be at Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre will be the decision 
for theatre-goers when up to 20 
actors recite the entire Bible this 
April.
 The theatre plans to present all 
the 788,280 words of the King 
James’s Version to celebrate the 1611 
translation’s 400th anniversary. The 
69-hour performance will run 
between Palm Sunday (April 17) and 
Easter Monday (April 25).  The 
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theatre’s spokesman said it may be 
the first to stage a full reading of ‘one 
of the most significant pieces of 
world literature’. 
 The National Theatre also 
intends to mark the year with 
readings from the Gospels and 
Genesis to Deuteronomy. ‘The 
London Evening Standard’ said that 
the masterpiece is ‘the most 
important book in our language, our 
literature and our history’, but most 
35-year olds have never heard of it.
         Bible Society’s Netwatch

ASSEMBLIES OPT OUT
It was reported in mid-December 
that more than 140 primary and 
secondary schools across Britain 
have won the right to opt out of the 
legal requirement to provide a daily 
act of worship that is ‘broadly 
Christian’ in character.
 Traditional Christian assemblies 
are being abandoned in favour of 
multi-faith sessions or ‘moments of 
reflection’, which include inviting 
children to stare at rocks or mediate.
     Barnabas Fund

FAITH TOP OF THE CLASS
Faith based primary schools are 
topping the school league tables. 
Critics accused Anglican, Roman 
Catholic and Jewish schools of 
improving their results by their 
selection policies, but 33 of the top 
50 primaries with the best SATs 

results were faith schools despite 
comprising only a third of the 
national total.

COHABITING BREAKDOWN
The rising popularity of living 
together without marrying is largely 
to blame for the increase in broken 
homes, according to a report by the 
Centre for Social Justice published in 
early December.
 The think-tank called for 
marriage to be promoted as a means 
of improving family stability, since 
their analysis shows that unmarried 
couples are much more likely to 
separate than those who marry. 
Four-fifths of separations are by co-
habitees, whereas only one-fifth are 
married couples divorcing.
        The Daily Telegraph

BILLY GRAHAM AT 92
Billy Graham (92) gave his first 
interview in several years on 
December 20 to Fox News’ Greta 
Van Susteren.
 If Graham had the opportunity 
to live life over again, there are 
things he would do differently. ‘I 
would study more. I would pray 
more, travel less, take less speaking 
engagements...I would spend more 
time in meditation and prayer and 
just telling the Lord how much I love  
and adore him and am looking 
forward to the time we’re going to 
spend together for eternity’.
          Religion Today
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A GOOD FRIEND OF mine in 
Inverness once suggested an 
evangelistic tool to me that he 
thought worked more than any other  
form of evangelism.  He called it 
Lifestyle Evangelism.
 Many Christians have a knack of 
making Christianity sound like the 
life you don’t want.  This should not 
be. If we live and talk about our 
Christianity in a way that conveys it 
as a life of misery we are doing our 
Lord a disservice.    
 Do you give the impression that 
being a Christian is the best thing to 
be?  Or do you speak as though God 
has dragged you kicking and 
screaming into the church and 
forced his morality upon you?  That’s 
how the world often perceives 
Reformed theology.  That is why 
Scottish Presbyterianism is painted 
as a sad bleak religion.  This is not 
the picture our lives should paint.

 Charles Spurgeon speaks about 
‘soul-winning’.  Thomas Boston (and 
Jesus) speaks of ‘man-fishing’.  Both 
of these terms imply a desire to 
attract and lure men and women into 
the faith.  The world, having met us 
should want to be converted!
 In his new book, ‘The Me You 
Want To Be’, John Ortberg speaks of 
the Christian’s attitude to God and 
how we ought to desire God.  He 
claims that we all have a ‘like-o-
meter’ built in.  Everything we are in 
contact with we rate from ‘I like – 
give me more’, to ‘I hate – I don’t 
want any ever again’.  I wonder how 
the people we speak to about Christ 
rate us?  
 Obviously the gospel offends and 
some will hate us because of that.  
The more important question is 
where does the gospel register on our  
scale when we present it to others?  
Do you speak about Jesus as though 
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He is the most important person in 
your life?  Do you speak about God 
as though you love Him? As though 
He loves you?  This affects the 
impression we give.
 Here is the challenge for the 
Church in our day and generation.  
People genuinely know little about 
our faith.  If we want them to want it 
then we need to make it sound good 
and look good.  This is not difficult.  
The gospel is inherently good.  We’re 
not trying to deceive anyone.  
 Drunkenness, sexual sin, lies, 
and every other sin – all these 
promise fun and freedom but bring 
misery and dissatisfaction. The devil 
promised good to Adam and Eve if 
they disobeyed but their 
disobedience brought death.  The 
world continues to be deceived.  
What is the best way to show them 
the truth?  It is the lifestyle of 
sincere, Bible believing, God-serving 
Christians.
 Paul says we are living epistles, 
seen and read of all men.  He doesn’t  
say that to frighten us into serving 
God better.  He says it to encourage 
us to live out our faith so that we 
spread the good news.  I saw a t-shirt  
the other day that said ‘you are the 
only Jesus that some people will ever  
meet’.   That, sadly, could be true (in 
this world).   How do you come 
across?  Are you a soul-winner?
 God’s law exists to convict us of 
sin.  But it also shows humanity the 
best way to live.  The way God wants 
us to live.  If the world sees the 

Church obeying God’s law not as 
though it is a burden to us, but as the 
way we desire to live, then we will be 
soul-winners.  
 Isaiah speaks of this very thing 
when he tells Israel that the attitude 
they have towards the Sabbath is 
wrong and that the fourth 
commandment should be a delight to 
them (Isaiah 58:13).  Our attitude to 
God’s law – to every command – will  
be far more winsome if it is positive.  
 Let’s worship God because He’s 
worthy.  Let’s worship Him in the 
way He commands.  Let’s be careful 
about the way we speak of our 
glorious God.  Let’s call the Sabbath 
a delight.  Let’s love and honour our 
parents.  Let’s preserve life and never  
murder.  Let’s be faithful to our 
spouses and avoid sexual sin. Let’s 
not take other people’s belongings.  
Let’s be satisfied with our lot in life 
and not envy others.  Or as the 
saviour put it – “You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your 
mind,” and “your neighbor as 
yourself.” [Luke 10:27].  If we seek to 
do this life will be better.  That’s the 
message we wish to convey.  Alistair 
Begg has a very good book on this 
called Pathway to Freedom.  Real 
freedom and joy is found in 
following the paths of righteousness.
 We can convey this attitude in 
every area of life.  People should see 
us at work, school or university, in 
any group, club or society, wherever 
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we socialise, mix and interact with 
others, and they should notice our 
faith.  They should see our world-
view is one where God exists, and 
Jesus is our Lord.  We walk in his 
ways and love him in every context.  
They should see that being a 
Christian is a helpful and positive 
thing that impacts every part of life.  
 What do the Christians do on 
their good days? They praise God.  
What do the Christians do on their 
bad days? They seek God.  The 
Christian life gives hope in all our 

struggles.  They have joy in the Lord 
and walk in his ways.
 “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.” [Matthew 5:16]. 
 This is what my friend called 
lifestyle evangelism.  We have the 
greatest message to bring to the 
world.  Jesus is the saviour for 
sinners.  Let’s take it to the world 
positively, practically, joyfully, 
unashamedly and pray that God 
would bless our witness.                   ❐
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THE GREAT 
COMMISSION

DOCTRINE IS IMPORTANT. In fact it is vital. We must preach the truth 
and nothing else. We must know the truth and preach it. We also need to be 
zealous. But the Jews were zealous without knowledge. So we need zeal with 
knowledge too. The one true source of knowledge is Holy Scripture. Our 
knowledge must ‘match up’ with the teaching of Scripture. 
 The last words of Jesus on earth was to His disciples to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. We can all quote [Mat 28:18] 
very faithfully to justify our efforts at evangelism. Not many of us, however, are 
as familiar with the preceding verse from Jesus. “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to Me”! This is the reason why the church can go out 
with such confidence. Christ reigns in heaven and has all authority. He will 
rule and reign from heaven, directing His people through His Spirit in their 
hearts from heaven. He will only return when His gospel has been preached 
among all nations and when every elect sinner has been brought into 
subjection to Christ.
 The very basis of our evangelism is that Christ has accomplished 
salvation and we are His ambassadors. We have nothing to fear.                        ❐



SKYE/HARRIS
Our Portree and Dunvegan  congre-
gations have joined with our Harris 
congregation to form the Skye/
Harris congregation. They have 
together, been successful in calling 
the Revd Wayne Pearce from our 
Lairg/Rogart congregation. The 
induction took place in Portree on 11 
December.
  The Harris section of the 
congregation presented the former 
pastor Revd A M Cattanach with a 
chair and an inscription on the back. 

Mary MacCuish (Harris) and Mary 
Taylor (Thurso) asked Mr Donald 
MacCuish, Inverness, independently 
to arrange for the presentation of the 
chair and also of a stool/box from 
the Wick and Strathy congregation to 
Mr Cattanach. 
 Please pray that the new 
ministry begun will bring forth fruit 
to the glory of God.

Mr MacCuish presenting Revd A M 
Cattanach with the stool/box
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DUNDEE
It was a great joy to see our church 
almost full to capacity for our Annual  
Community Service at Christmas 
time. However, we are saddened 
when these same people do not 
return to worship the Lord on other 
Sundays. Even although some of 
them enjoyed the service and the 
message, there is not the desire to 
come to worship God each week. As 
John Piper says, the whole object of 
mission is worship. We evangelise in 
order that people may ultimately 
worship the Lord. Not only when in 
church, but during the whole week 
we must honour the Lord. 
 We were delighted that Bethany 
Christian  Trust were able to use our 
premises for a Pilot Scheme to help 
the homeless and hungry in Dundee.

TAIN/FEARN
The Lord’s undeserved blessings 
continue to abound to the saints at 
Tain/Fearn. We are thankful for your  
partnership with us in the gospel and 
trust you are experiencing our 
heavenly Father’s face shining upon 
you. Our Minister and his family 
were glad to return to the UK after a 
delightful visit to family and friends 
in Canada and the United States. 
 We have just completed a two 
year sermon series on the gospel of 
Mark in our morning services. It was 
both challenging and encouraging to 
reflect on Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, who came not to be served but 
to serve and give his life a ransom for  

many. After a short series on the 
Beatitudes, the Minister plans to 
embark on a series on the books of 
Samuel. 
 In the evening we have been 
luxuriating in the spiritual blessings 
that are ours in Christ Jesus from 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. We’ve 
often felt the appropriateness of 
John Owen’s comment: 
‘Unacquaintedness with our mercies, 
our privileges, is our sin as well as 
our trouble. We hearken not to the 
voice of the Spirit which is given 
unto us, “that we may know the 
things that are freely bestowed on us 
by God.” This makes us go heavily, 
when we might rejoice; and to be 
weak, where we might be strong in 
the Lord.’
 The twice monthly reading 
group of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith continues when the weather 
permits. Anywhere from 10-22 
persons, from a variety of 
denominations, come together to 
read, study, and discuss this great 
summary of our faith. A Christianity 
Explored class has begun and we 
trust the Lord will use that for his 
glory.
 Our congregation was gladdened 
recently with the birth and baptism 
of Deborah Anne, second daughter 
and fourth child of Peter and Rachel 
Reynolds. We are thankful for the 
unity and mutual love our congre-
gation enjoys and are mindful of the 
need we have for our gracious God to 
keep and prosper us in his grace.
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STORNOWAY
The congregation are thankful that 
services were not greatly affected 
during the severe winter months.  
Fellowships, Ladies Meetings, Bible 
Studies, Good News Club and 
Mission meetings continued as 
usual.  An inter-denominational 
prayer meeting was held in the 
church on the 2 January where 
almost all the denominations on the 
island took part.  We hope to have 
Revd John Ross from Edinburgh 
with us for the February 
Communion.  Like most 
congregations, we long for God to 
break into the various meetings and 
grant blessing in the way of 
conversions and people giving their 
lives to the Lord in Christian service.  
May 2011 prove to be year to be 
remembered for blessing.

EDINBURGH
As ever, we are deeply grateful to all 
who have taken the work here into 
their hearts for prayer and support. 
May the seed sown here, and the 
seed sown where you are and in 
every other place, fall into good 
ground and bear fruit, some thirty, 
some sixty and some a hundredfold. 
 What a day that will be when we 
see the full extent of the heavenly 
harvest. Not even the most 
staggering of earthly harvests, can 
begin to equal the heavenly harvest 
for occasioning, joy, gladness and 
utter amazement at what God has 
done. The joy of that great harvest 

time will be in every heart that has 
opened to Christ, on every face that 
has truly welcomed Him and on 
every tongue that has sincerely sung 
His praise. This should help us to 
look forward to heaven with deep 
joy, profound satisfaction and utter 
amazement that God uses sinners 
like ourselves in any aspect of His 
work. 
 May we all be willing and 
enthusiastic workers in “spreading 
the gospel”. Yes, we have failings “a 
plenty” in our past, and the accuser 
would want us to be paralysed with 
an enormous burden of guilt and 
shame but scripture is saying to us 
all, “Sow your seed in the morning, 
and at evening let not your hand be 
idle, for you do not know which will 
succeed, whether this or that, or 
whether both will do equally 
well” [Ecc 11:6]. 

She dropped a seed. How could she 
 know?
The seed it fell on happy times.
The rain, the sun, they did their 
 work.
The months the years they moved 
 along.
One autumn came, she passed that 
 way,
She ate the fruit with ecstasy,
But never knew the part she played.

So it can be by “accident,”
We play a part in God’s intent.
But greater joy, have those who 
 know,



‘Right there’ the seed which they did 
 sow,
Then to themselves they quietly 
 muse,
“Most kind and gracious is God’s 
 heart,
Since sinful man can play a part.”

 We came back to Transformers, 
after the school holidays wondering 
who if anyone would turn up and 
thankfully a very encouraging 
number came along that day. Pray 
that the numbers, and more 
importantly, the spirit with which 
the children attend would be a real 
source of encouragement. Some of 
the children can be very disruptive, 
so rules have to be very strictly 
applied from time to time. Yet it is 
for sinners that Christ came, not 
always the first thing you remember 
when dealing with a very difficult 
child or adult. 
 Last night the leaders for the 
children’s work got together to plan 
the next eleven weeks. Pray that our 
plans are put into effect and that we 
change or adapt them if necessary.
     Recently we were greatly 
challenged when listening to a 
sermon on Acts 20:17ff. Here we can 
see characteristics of a godly pastor: 
A transparent and long term godly 
lifestyle; Clear and emphatic focus 
on the Lord Jesus; Genuine and deep 
humility; A great burden for the lost; 
Perseverance in the face of 
persecution and trials; Unhesitating 
in the work of helpful, even if 

potentially offensive,  preaching; 
Public and private teaching of the 
gospel; Uncompromising in 
proclaiming the need for repentance 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
Open to the guidance of God’s Spirit 
as to where we should go; To live is 
Christ; Life is worthless if we are not 
trying to complete the task the Lord 
Jesus give us to do; Innocent of not 
warning people of judgment to 
come; Strives to preach the whole 
truth; Not covetous for anyone’s 
money or possessions; Hard 
working; Mindful and helpful of the 
weak. 
 The preacher emphasised that 
the aim of the sermon was not to 
make pastors whether ministers or 
elders or helpers to go away feeling 
guilty, but to know that, this is what 
by God’s grace they need to aim for 
in the future. May I, and all who 
desire to pastor, take note, and in the 
future aspire to do the best we can by  
God’s grace.     John Ross

INVERNESS
As we go to press, the congregation 
is delighted to announce that the 
Revd John Ferguson has accepted 
their call to be their pastor.
 This is most exciting and a great 
encouragement not only for the 
congregation but also for the 
denomination. We are in need of 
young men who will preach and 
pastor congregations in the difficult  
age in which we live. The induction is 
likely to be at the end of May.          ❐
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Right to Believe 
campaign
DEFAMATION OF RELIGIONS AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS: a threat to religious liberty
This year in 2010 the Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), linking 57 countries with majority or significant 
Muslim populations, once again introduced a Defamation of 
Religions Resolution in the United Nations.

If the Resolution became the basis for law, it would allow 
governments the power to determine which religious views can and 
can't be expressed in their country, and the right to punish those 
who express 'unacceptable' religious views as they see fit. So, in 
effect, it would makes persecution legal.

It aims to criminalise words or actions deemed to be against a 
particular religion, especially Islam. It has the effect of providing 
international legitimacy for national laws that punish blasphemy or 
otherwise ban criticism of a religion. It was voted on in the UN 
General Assembly on 21 December.

Many countries have backed this Resolution in the past, but this year 
some changed their minds. Although the Resolution was not 
defeated, it passed with the narrowest margin to date - just 9 votes. 
Thousands of people from the UK and Ireland and across the world 
helped to achieve this by their prayers and their signatures on the 
Open Doors' Right to Believe petition.

VOTING UPDATE
The 'Defamation of Religions' Resolution has been voted on 
by the United Nations General Assembly
The UN General Assembly in New York voted on the Defamation of 
Religions Resolution on 21 December. It was passed with 76 votes in 
favour, 67 countries voting against and 40 abstaining. In all the 
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years of voting on this issue this is the narrowest margin to date! 
The trend of declining support is clearly accelerating. The gap 
between the YES and NO vote narrowed significantly, and the total 
number of NO votes, plus the abstentions, far outweighed the YES 
vote. We believe that every signature on the petition has played a 
small but significant part in this. Further details can be found at 
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php

The Defamation of Religions Resolution is not about to become law. 
Support for the concept is decreasing. And in 2011 the petition 
signatures will still be a powerful weapon as the discussions 
continue. Open Doors will be working to build on all that has been 
achieved with the support of so many around the world.

When a Christian woman such as Asia Bibi can be sentenced to 
death over a charge of blasphemy in Pakistan, it is vital that the 
United Nations should be looking for ways of further protecting the 
rights of all people of faith.

Open Doors will continue to campaign for the Right to Believe. In 
2011 we will highlight the widespread level of concern indicated by 
428,856 signatures on the global Right to Believe petition. We will 
continue to pray, to prompt, to campaign privately and publicly. We 
will do all we can to ensure that our brothers and sisters who 
currently face persecution for the sake of Christ will one day have 
the Right to Believe, in freedom and without fear.

Thank you for all you have done in campaigning action and 
prayer in support of persecuted Christians in 2010.

Alice J, Advocacy Manager, Open Doors UK & Ireland
__________________________

EDITOR: Most of our readers will agree that throughout many parts of 
the world the Christian Faith is being marginalised and discriminated 
against. The above campaign should therefore raise this awareness and 
create prayer that bodies like the UN will not be prejudiced against the 
Christian Faith. More information about the campaign can be found on 
Open Doors and their website:
Open Doors UK, PO Box 6, Witney, OX29 6WG.  
Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1125684.
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign/RTB.php


What follows is either adapted from 
a chapter I contributed to ‘I Shall 
Arise: The Life and Ministry of 
Donald A. Macfarlane’, Edited by 
John Tallach (Faro Publishing, 
1984), or quoted from other parts of 
the book.

 J Cameron Fraser

THE DAY BEFORE he passed 
away, my uncle bade farewell to his 
wife and a nursing friend of the 
family. In a voice which by now was 
barely audible he said, ‘I want to be 
with Jesus, I want to be like Jesus. I 
want you all to be like Jesus.’ When 
he said that, Donald Alexander 
Macfarlane was not only giving 

expression to the dying wish of a 
mature Christian;  he was 
articulating what had been for him 
the controlling influence of his entire  
ministry, from early manhood to this 
his 91st year.
      Donald Alexander was born on 
the 30th of March, 1889 and grew up 
on the island of Raasay.  His father 
Alexander was the local 
schoolmaster and his mother was a 
niece of a well-known preacher, 
Alexander MacColl. Donald was the 
youngest of three children, his older 
siblings being sisters, Nellie and 
Catherine. 
 Their pastor, Donald 
Macfarlane, had been one of two 
ministers who broke with the Free 
Church in 1893 to form the Free 
Presbyterian Church. Alexander 
Macfarlane was a founding elder of 
the Free Presbyterian. Church. 
      John Tallach, in ‘I shall Arise’, 
records an incident of which I often 
heard my uncle speak:

The minister, the Rev. Donald 
Macfarlane, was visiting the 
schoolhouse. The schoolmaster                        
had gone out of the room, and 
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D A Macfarlane
by J Cameron Fraser

Many of us in the APC will remember Cameron from his Dingwall and 
Inverness days. This is the first installment about his uncle 

who ministered for 43 years in Dingwall



the visitor thought that he had 
been left alone. He was 
warming his hands at the fire, 
but in an agitated way, saying as 
he did so, ‘The carnal mind, the 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God’. Actually there was a little 
boy watching and listening. 
When the boy told this incident 
as an old man he said, ‘I had no 
idea then what the carnal mind 
was—unless it was a bad 
tempered horse that used to live 
at the back of the schoolhouse—
but whatever it was, I thought 
that, if I could get hold of it, 
there was nothing I would not 
do to it for troubling Mr. 
Macfarlane!’  (pp. 9-10)

        Young Donald won two 
scholarships to Kingussie High 
School in Inverness-shire. There he 
studied Latin and Greek as well as 
the other usual subjects. Then came 
university, first at Glasgow, then 
Aberdeen, from which he graduated 
with an  ordinary MA.  He always 
regretted that lack of funds had 
prevented him from studying for an 
honours degree.  I once asked him if 
he thought such further studies 
would have been as useful as the 
practical experience he had gained in 
the ministry. His reply was, ‘Ten 
times more useful!’
      To quote the biography again:

In the summer of 1909, while on 
holiday from university, Donald 
was employed for a short time as 
a teacher in Torran, at the north 
end of Rassay. It seems that it 
was during this period that 
Donald came to…relate in a 

living and personal way to the 
gospel which he had been taught 
from his early childhood. Apart 
from what he heard through his 
father and others, he was helped 
by reading The Anxious 
Enquirer by John Angel James.1 
(pp. 10-11) 1. Reprinted in 1976 
by Baker House as ‘Being Born 
Again’.

      On graduating from university, 
Donald was received as a divinity 
student of the Free Presbyterian 
Church:

Afterwards, when discussing 
what constitutes a call to the 
ministry, (he) said some people 
may present a text as a basis for  
their claim to have a call to the 
ministry—‘and perhaps the text 
has been dragged backwards 
out of context’. Mr. Macfarlane 
did not share the view that 
having such a particular ‘text’ 
was the matter of supreme 
importance in judging whether 
or not a man did have a call to 
the ministry. He attached more 
importance to the desire for the 
gospel ministry which the Spirit 
gives to all whom he calls, and 
quoted with approval the 
phrase from a writer whose 
view on this matter he shared: 
‘a desire such that it would be 
painful to extinguish’. Probably 
we can deduce something about 
Mr. Macfarlane’s own call from 
these general views of his on the 
subject. (p. 12)

      The young ministerial student 
studied under Revd D Beaton, then 
in Wick, and Rev. J R MacKay of 
Inverness, who was later to become a 
professor in the Free Church College. 
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The latter remarked that “Mr. 
Macfarlane has such a capacious 
mind that you can pour all you have 
into it and it will hold it all—and 
more!” 
      D A Macfarlane was ordained on 
14th August, 1914, and inducted to 
his first pastoral charge, which 
consisted of the congregations of 
Lairg and Bonar, Dornoch and 
Rogart. In 1921 he accepted a call to 
Oban, and in 1930 to the joint 
congregation of Dingwall and 
Beauly, where he retired in 1973 
after a total of 59 years of ministry. 
      During his ministry in Oban, he 
went through a deep depression:

Reflecting on what he had 
passed through around the 
summer of 1909 when he had 
been teaching at Torran, he 
began to feel that his experience 
must have been very superficial. 
Satan made use of that strong 
tendency to introspection which 
was natural to him. Before long 
(he) was doubting whether he 
knew the Lord or not. He began 
to feel that he had been given 
only temporary faith, that he was 
still a stranger to saving faith. 
Naturally these crippling 
temptations had the severest 
repercussions on his ministry, 
and when it came to the autumn 
of 1927 he was unable to preach. 
He had a nervous breakdown. (p. 
14).
 

      During this period, Mr 
Macfarlane received many letters of 
encouragement and assurances of 
prayer from colleagues and others 

throughout the denomination who 
appreciated his ministry. He also 
received the care of a private nurse 
who ‘used shock tactics in an attempt  
to take him out of himself.’ But it was 
God’s Word which finally brought 
him relief while convalescing in 
Crieff. Psalm 118:17, 18 was 
especially blessed to him, and also 
Psalm 130. He looked to see what 
John Owen had written on this 
psalm and “was so delighted with 
what he found that he tore out the 
page which was of particular help to 
him, and carried it around for years 
in his jacket pocket. The pages 
number 603/604 in volume 6 of 
Owen’s Works, where Owen is 
concluding his comments on verse 4 
of Psalm 130, and is dealing with 
Objections to believing from the 
power of sin (p. 17).
      Following his recovery, in August 
1928, D.A.  Macfarlane married 
Catherine Cameron, the daughter of 
one of his elders in Oban. She was a 
‘cheerful, practical Christian whose 
personality and outlook made her an 
invaluable help to Mr Macfarlane’ (p. 
21). Together, they moved to 
Dingwall in 1930.
      After 25 years in Dingwall and 
Beauly, Catherine Macfarlane died. 
Her husband ‘had become so 
dependent on her that he felt quite 
lost. Added to this severe blow, he 
took flu twice within a short space of 
time’.  While he was thus physically 
and emotionally weakened, ‘Satan 
came to gain an advantage over him. 
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Again he entered a dark period of 
doubt, and suffered a second 
nervous breakdown. For months he 
was unable to preach’ (p. 26).
      He was taken to hospital in 
Inverness, where the treatment he 
received was of real help.  There was 
a charge nurse at the hospital who 
was an unbeliever and ridiculed the 
Christian faith. Yet about ten years 
later, she remembered ‘there was 
one man who made me think—a 
minister who came into my ward 
from Dingwall years ago. I’ll admit to 
you that I felt he had something 
genuine’ (p. 26).
      When feeling somewhat better, 
the minister in question found help 
in the writings of Thomas 
Halyburton, whom he regarded as a 
kind of ‘Owen simplified’. Especially 
helpful was a section dealing with 
Man’s recovery by faith in Christ. 
Also, by words addressed to ‘You 
who, after search, are in doubt about 
yourselves whether you do believe or  
not.’

      In 1957, D. A. Macfarlane 
married Ella Finlayson, my 
mother’s older sister, and thus 
became uncle by marriage to my 
two sisters and me. John Tallach 
writes of my aunt: ‘Humanly 
speaking, she became the means 
of extending a ministry which 
had become unspeakably 
precious to the people of 
Dingwall and Beauly’. Her 
training and practical experience 
as a domestic science teacher 
‘were of great use to her a she 
now took over the running of the  

Dingwall manse. But it was 
perhaps her informed interest in 
theological issues which made 
her a particularly suitable 
companion to Mr Macfarlane’ (p. 
29).

      I was particularly fond of my 
Aunt Ella, and so it was that when 
our mother died in 1961, my two 
older sisters agreed to move with me 
to the manse. They were respectively 
entering or approaching their 
teenage years, so it was a difficult 
move for them, but less so for me 
and I came in time to also appreciate  
my kind and gracious, but somewhat  
intimidating new uncle, then already 
in his sixties.

          To be continued

Revd D A Macfarlane with his nephew 
Revd John Tallach - around the early 
1960s at the Dingwall manse.



SINGING THE SONGS OF 
JESUS  
Revisiting the Psalms

By Michael LeFebvre

Pages: 160 
Isbn 13: 9781845506001
List Price: £6.99 
Imprint: Christian Focus

IN MY YOUTH I worshipped in a 
denomination that sang the Psalms, 
almost exclusively. Around Easter 
the songs of Simeon and Mary would 
occasionally be sung in public 
worship and we never failed to end 
our services with the Doxology.
 Then I went off to seminary. The 
Church we worshipped at in 
Philadelphia mostly sang hymns and 
choruses. The Psalms were not often 
used for sung praise though they 
were frequently read in unison as 
part of the worship service. When I 
returned to Canada, the congregation 
I ministered in sang both psalms and 
hymns, though there was a prepon-
derance of hymns.
 Becoming a minister in the 
Associated Presbyterian Churches 
has been a reintroduction to the 
Book of Psalms as the manual of 
praise, and what a delightful 

reintroduction it has been. There is 
something powerful about singing 
God’s Word back to him and to know 
that you are part of a long and 
cherished tradition of praise in the 
Christian Church.
 My reintroduction became all 
the more delightful recently as I read 
Michael LeFebvre’s Singing the 
Songs of Jesus: revisiting the Psalms. 
 In the preface the author 
recounts his introduction to the 
Psalms when he moved to a church 
that sang “all 150 of them”. It was a 
struggle at first, he writes, but only 
because he “had never been taught 
what a Psalm is.” He wants to spare 
others the struggle and hopes to 
“help twenty-first century Christians 
rediscover the value of the Psalms for  
singing.”
 He begins by interacting with 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s question about 
the Psalms, “How did these words 
which men sang to God come to be 
regarded as words from God to 
man?” LeFebvre gives a brief 
overview of the Church’s experience 
with Psalms and concludes that, for 
all the value of hymns, “We have lost 
something important when we treat 
the Psalms as a book rather than a 
hymnal.”
 He reminds us that the Psalms 
are divinely inspired. We all know 
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that because they are included in the 
Scriptures. Are we aware, however, 
that the Psalms were composed for 
Jesus to sing as his songs? 
 This is what the writer has to 
say: “Many modern hymns are 
written to Jesus, or are written about  
Jesus. The Psalms also include 
portions addressed to Christ and 
many lines about him. But in all the 
Psalms (and only in the Psalms) we 
have words of Christ to sing with him 
(page 92).”
 Most of us have no problem 
believing that some Psalms are about 
Christ and we can easily envisage 
that Christ sung them while on earth 
and continues to sing them with us 
as our worship leader [Hebrews 
2:12]. But does Christ sing these 
words from the Scottish Metrical 
version Psalm 25:7?
 Let not the errors of my youth
 nor sins, remember’d be:
 In mercy, for thy goodness’ sake,
 O Lord, remember me.

Or does He, who taught us to love 
our enemies, really sing these words 
from Psalm 109?

 May his days be few; 
 may another take his office! 
 May his children be fatherless 
 and his wife a widow. . . 
 May there be none to extend 
 kindness to him. . . 
 May his posterity be cut off.

 For LeFebvre’s answers to these 

questions and for help in singing the 
Psalms as they are meant to be sung, 
purchase this tantalisingly short 
book. Once you recover from the 
publisher’s choice of cover, you’ll be 
the better for having read it.
    Revd John van Eyk
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DUNDEE
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, Mobile 07792 545 243  
Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk    Dens Road Church - 11 
Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, usually Wed 7pm 
(confirm on website). Treasurer: Mrs Isabella 
Scrimgeour, 7 Kintail Place, Broughty Ferry, Dundee 
DD5 3TA. Tel 01382 477 623    Communions: Last in 
March, June, September, December

EDINBURGH
Revd John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 
7AG    Tel 0131 466 6247   jrossapc@googlemail.com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am and 5pm and Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse Broadway, 
EH17 8AS.    All welcome

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 Altour Road, Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-shire PH34 4EZ, Tel 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Interim Moderator: Revd Donald C Macaskill,
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB,  
Tel Home 01382 451798, 
Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, Inverness IV2 4NB, 
Tel 01463 223983 Fax 01463 226939  
Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, 
11.30am &  6pm, Wed 7.30pm. Tel 01463 716843.
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness IV2 4DQ, 
Tel 01463 231364. www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, April, June, 
September

KINLOCHBERVIE
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg IV27 4RH Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August

LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH, 
Tel 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Weds 7pm; 
Rogart Church - 11.30am.  2nd, 4th Weds 7pm.    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR. Tel. 01863 766251. 
Communions: Lairg: First in June. Rogart: Third in 
September.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am & 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 
2nd & 3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. Treasurer: Mrs 
Alison Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 
8UQ, Tel 01520 722239 
Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating between Stoer Free 
Church & Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening service 
Lochinver Free Church at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, Sutherland, IV27 
4SE, Tel 01571 855279. Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na 
Mara, Stoer, Sutherland Tel 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd Archibald McPhail, MA, MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, 
Tel 01631 567076  Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 11am & 6.30pm, Wed 
7.30pm Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, Glenmore 
Road, Oban  PA34 4PG, Tel  01631 566259 
Communions: First in May and November

PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron IV54 8UQ, 
Tel 01520 722239.  Email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Services meantime Inverasdale 10.30am (with 
Sunday School); Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/Contact: K 
MacLean, Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch IV21 2DB, Tel 
01445 712050. Email: kendunedin@aol.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

Congregational Details



SKYE and HARRIS
Revd Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort,Portree,Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel 01470 582421 
Email: wayne,pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin Road - 12 noon & 6.30pm, 
Thu fortnightly 3pm; C of S, Dunvegan - 12.15 & 5pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 
2nd, 4th Dunvegan
Treasurer: Malcolm G Fawkes, 9a Fasach, Glendale, 
Isle of Skye IV55 9WR  Tel 01470 511368.
Communions: Portree: third in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

Harris: Seilabost School - 12 noon and 6pm
Treasurer: Mr Finlay Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris HS3 3HP Tel 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th September

STORNOWAY
Revd George I Macaskill, BA
‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP,   
Tel 01851 703217, (Church 07733425498)
Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com  
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway 
HS1 2SS, Tel 01851 703796.  
Email: stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, Tain IV19 1NT, 
Tel 01862 892199.  Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com  Tain 
Church, Upper King Street - 11.30am; Hilton Church 
10am, Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 3rd, 
5th Lord’s Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. Treasurer: 
Roderick Mackenzie, Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain 
IV20 1TW, Tel 01862 871000.  
Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church, Breadalbane Crescent - 11a.m, Strathy 
Church - 3pm  Interim Moderator: Revd D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@uwclub.net Treasurer: 
Wick: Mrs Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, KW14 8YN 
Tel 01847 892005. Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 113 
Strathy Point, by Thurso KW14 7RY, Tel 01641 541316. 
Communions: Wick: last in April, Strathy: second in 
September

ABROAD
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revd F Matandika, 405-425 Twelfth Street, New 
Westminster, BC, V3M 4H7, Canada. 
Tel 1-778-397-1568. Worshipping at 203-204 Sixth 
Street, corner of Queens Avenue and Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1. 
Lord’s Day: Sunday School 10am, Services 11am, and 
6.30pm, Prayer meeting Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact Hugh Fraser 604 526 0431
www.apcvan.ca 

-------------------

CLERK of PRESBYTERY
Revd A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 

APC Manse, Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN 
Tel 01631-567076   

Email: archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd G I Macaskill, BA 

‘The Glebe’, Stoneyfield, Sandwick, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0AP

Tel 01851-703217
Fax 01851 703775

Email: gimacaskill@googlemail.com

GENERAL TREASURER of PRESBYTERY
Mr R W M MacKenzie,
APC General Treasurer

Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain
IV20 1TW           Tel 01862 871450 

Email: roderick.mackenzie@geanies.org.uk

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 

‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ  Tel 01463 772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR of ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd Donald C Macaskill, BA

238 Arbroath Road, Dundee DD4 7SB
Tel 01382 451798

Email: macaskilldonald@googlemail.com
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