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SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS FOR APC NEWS
The APC News is published 6 times per year on the 1st 
weekend of the 2nd month, beginning with the January/
February issue. The cost is £10 per year including postage 
and is considered as a donation.  

NOTE FOR CONGREGATIONS
Each congregation must contribute a minimum of £240 
per annum towards the APC News Fund as arranged with 
the treasurer Mr Donald M Fraser. This is to be consid-
ered as a donation towards the sustaining of the maga-
zine. Congregations can, if they so wish, charge for their 
own distribution of the magazine, or give them away free. 
Cheques should be made out to ‘APC News’ and sent to 
the address below.
Please state if acknowledgment of donation is required.

Mr D M Fraser, Publications Treasurer
‘Stratharris’, Daviot, by Inverness, IV2 5XQ
Telephone: 01463-772253
Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk

NAME:  ADDRESS:  POSTCODE:
TELEPHONE:  EMAIL:

The APC News for September/October 
will focus on the theme of:

The Ministry of the Church

Articles are welcomed on this subject 
but need to be sent in electronically to 
the editors by the 14th of the previous 
month, ie, for September/October issue: 
14th August.

The November/December issue:
The Ministry of Christ

All articles to be sent to either:
The Editor, Donald C Macaskill at: 
donandmargo@me.com
or the Assistant Editor,
Fletcher Matandika at: 
Pastor@newwestminsterchapel.org

A T T E N T I O N

ASSEMBLY ADDRESS
REVD JOHN ROSS

∏
Some thoughts from the 2012 Assembly 
Sermon preached by the retiring Moderator, 
Revd John Ross, Edinburgh

“Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man 
boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man 
boast in his might, let not the rich man boast 
in his riches,  but let him who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and knows me, that 
I am the Lord who practises steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the earth. For 
in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” 
[Jeremiah 9:23,24]

Wisdom, strength and riches are greatly 
coveted in this world. We like to see children 
getting educated, people having their health 
and strength restored, individuals being 
lifted out of poverty. So we may very rightly 
pray and work for these goals. Each one is 
desirable, and should make us thankful. Sadly 
they often make us boastful.

Important though these three be, they are by 
no means our greatest goals. We may have 
all three and be utterly ignorant of God. 
Our supreme goal must be to have a correct 

knowledge of God and to Glorify Him and we 
can do this even if we are not wise by worldly 
standards, or mighty, or rich. In fact a person 
may be illiterate, an invalid or a beggar or be all 
three and have the most precious thing of all, a 
saving knowledge of God. 
We need to remember that to know God is man’s 
ultimate goal, not to know God is man’s greatest 
loss.
By what authority can we say this?
What are the worldly goals mentioned here?
What is the church’s goal?
In a nutshell our authority is the word of 
God. “Thus says the Lord” is infinitely more 
authoritative, powerful and valuable than all 
the wisdom, might or riches of the world.

The world’s goals are: Wisdom, might and riches.
Wisdom is a gift from God and is given to us not 
to make us proud and self-centred but to enable 
us to serve God and our neighbour. Solomon 
was given great wisdom so that he would be a 
blessing to others, or else it was vanity. Sadly we 
can and do use “wisdom” for great evil. Many of 
the most evil people have been extremely clever.

continue page 4...
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Similarly, might is from God, but as with 
wisdom and riches we can lose it in a moment. 
We ought to humbly treasure all three and 
use them to God’s glory. If we received as 
many Olympic gold medals as Michael 
Phelps (fourteen for swimming) would we be 
unbearably proud or be encouragers of others. 
We get strength so we can serve others. 
Samson was as pathetic as any of us when he 
used his strength for selfish pleasure.

How many would long and yearn for the 
wealth of the late Steve Jobs the founder of 
Apple. Very sadly for his wife, family, friends 
and admirers he died at the comparatively 
early age of 56. We came into the world naked 
and will go out the same way. Riches can give 
us a very false sense of security and even make 
us very nasty people. Abigail’s husband Nabal 
was surly and mean with his riches. Like Job 
in the bible we should use our riches to serve 
God and bless others.

The mission of the church is to show that we 
were made for something far greater than 
being wise, mighty or rich. We were made 
to know, enjoy and glorify God. There are 
everlasting blessings for sinners who turn to 
Him. It broke Jeremiah’s heart that so few 
turned. Things could have been so different 
and this makes his sorrow all the greater. He 
says: “Oh that my head were waters, and my 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
people”!

Consumed by grief, sorrows multiplying, 
shunned, persecuted and imprisoned for 
telling the truth Jeremiah does not even 
maintain the status of a local hero in his 
native community. Like Elijah he feels so 
alone and is not even allowed the support and 
encouragement of a wife.

Judah thinks other Gods and other nations 
are wiser, stronger and will deliver. Just as in 
our day the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is not considered the answer but the problem. 
More education, better health service, more 
jobs and life will be perfect. We pray for these 
and would want everyone to have them and 
Christians pray and help in all these areas 
but also say by their words and deeds there 
is something far greater.  The late Lloyd 
Jones when practising medicine realised 
some people only wanted cured so they could 
get back to their life of sin and they needed 

something greater, they needed God.

Authority and answers come from God. Man 
if left to self can debate and research forever 
and only come up with very inadequate if not 
disastrously misleading answers.

“I am the Lord.” We must start and finish 
here. Others gods are of less worth than a 
scarecrow. Our God practices steadfast love. 
He can take the most unpromising piece of clay 
and lovingly make it into the most beautiful 
vessel. Astonishingly adulterous Israel and 
unfaithful Judah are invited back to God’s 
bosom. So in our day the answer for the most 
backslidden of individuals and churches is 
to return to God who so loved the world that 
he gave His only begotten Son. No wonder if 
Christians want a thousand tongues to sing 
their great redeemer’s praise.

God is always just, and demonstrates this 
when he justifies the ungodly who believe in 
Jesus.  

God always and unfailingly does what is right.

God does these on the earth. He is not remote 
and unattached but close and involved. We 
can, and we have to come to know this amazing 
God for ourselves while we are on this earth if 
not, we will know justice without mercy.

God does not save with a grudge but rather He 
delights in love, justice and righteousness. We 
also must delight in God and what He does. 
The wonderful thing is that the uneducated, 
the weakest, the poorest and every other 
category can come to the greatest place of all, 
namely true knowledge of the true God. Our 
mission is to tell this great truth: people can 
come here and now to know the one true God. 
Make no mistake, only the gospel of Christ 
does this.

Even if we could, and were foolish enough to 
out boast the world regarding wisdom, might 
and riches we would be total failures if we did 
not glory in knowing God. If we know God, 
boasting is excluded and replaced by glorifying 
the one true God. May we all do it more and 
more by proclaiming and living these truths.
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MENTION THE MINISTRY of the Holy 
Spirit in many evangelical circles today, 
and almost everyone will immediately 
think of miracles and healings. The Holy 
Spirit seems to be only acknowledged 
when there is some supernatural or ex-
traordinary event. He is the forgotten 
member of the Holy Trinity. Forgotten, 
not only as a Person 
with a specific office 
to fulfill, but forgotten 
also in His main work 
of bringing sinners to 
repentance and faith, 
and in the building up 
the faith of the people 
of God.

A miracle has these 
three characteristics: 
a law of nature is bro-
ken; it is performed 
without means; it 
happens immediately. A miracle is dis-
tinct from an extraordinary providence, 
which has means. For example, the Red 
Sea parting was an extraordinary prov-
idence and not a miracle, for “the Lord 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night and made the sea dry land, and 
the waters were divided” [Ex 14:21]. God 
used the laws of nature which He estab-
lished to serve His own special purposes.

Whereas in miracles and divine heal-
ings, the Lord performed these without 

means, and they were effected immedi-
ately. For example Peter’s mother-in-
law was healed instantaneously. Jesus 
“stood over her and rebuked the fever, 
and it left her, and immediately she rose 
and began to serve them” [Luke 4:39]. 
And with the leper, “Jesus stretched 
out His hand and touched him, saying, 

‘I will; be clean.’ And 
immediately his lep-
rosy was cleansed” 
[Mat 8:3]. All mira-
cles were done with-
out means and were 
immediately accom-
plished.
Technically, conver-
sion is not a miracle 
although regenera-
tion is. Regeneration 
is the making alive 
where there was 
death. It is the quick-

ening of the dead soul which only God 
can do by His Holy Spirit. The classic 
Biblical verse for regeneration is Paul’s 
statement: “But God, being rich in mer-
cy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ” [Eph 2:4].

Conversion to Christ is brought about 
by means of the Holy Spirit working 
on the soul, often, although not al-
ways, over a period of time. God’s Word 

Conversion to Christ is 
brought about by means 
of the Holy Spirit work-
ing on the soul, often, 
although not always, 
over a period of time.

THE MINISTRY OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT

EDITORIAL
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and God’s providence along with some 
truth, always play an important part in 
someone’s conversion. Even in ‘sudden’ 
conversions there are always means 
employed to bring each sinner to repen-
tance. Conversion does not take place 
without the work of the Holy Spirit.

With the lapse of sound Biblical teach-
ing today, the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
has largely been confined to the extraor-
dinary and is often the unseen and un-
noticed Worker in every conversion to 
Christ. Our culture’s self-centered em-
phasis and individualism, is liable to fail 
in crediting any work of the Holy Spirit 
in the saving of a soul. Credit is given to 
the individual’s wisdom and choice with-
out any mention of the Third Person of 
the Trinity in bringing a radical change 
on the affections and desires of the
individual.

The soul comprises four main faculties. 
The conscience, the understanding, the 
affections, and the will. The Holy Spirit 
operates on all four of these faculties, ul-
timately bring the will to submit to God.

The Holy Spirit awakens the conscience 
to the fact of sin and guilt before God, 
“when He comes, (the Helper/Paraclete) 
He will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment” [John 
16:8]. The change is not due to the indi-
vidual maturing and getting better and 
wiser, but to the Holy Spirit awakening 
the ‘dead’ conscience to recognise sin to 
be what it really is - sin! Paul said “when 
the commandment came, sin came alive” 
[Rom 7:9]. Prior to that, sin as an offence 
against God, was totally ‘dead’. Sin did 
not trouble Paul until the Holy Spirit be-
gan to awaken his conscience to the real-
ity of sin as an evil against God.

The understanding also is changed. The 
mind, is enlightened by the Holy Spir-
it to perceive and discern the spiritual 
realities as well as the physical. Paul 

spoke of the Ephesians’ minds being 
“enlightened” to discover the “hope” and 
the “riches of His glorious inheritance” 
[Eph 1:18]. The ministry of the Holy 
Spirit opens the mind of the believer to 
what it was previously closed to before! 
Before this new understanding, their 
minds were darkened regarding spiritu-
al objects. “The natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiri-
tually discerned” [1 Cor 2:14].

The newly born Christian gets light and 
understanding, especially on the Scrip-
tures. The Apostle John said  “we know 
that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, so that we may 
know Him who is true” [1 John 5:20]. 
Jesus opened the minds of the disciples 
that they could “understand the Scrip-
tures” [Luke 24:45]. Right up to the 
resurrection of Christ, the minds of the 
disciples were deeply confused. 

The affections (what we like and dislike, 
what we love and what we hate), are 
also changed by the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. Believers begin to love what they 
once hated, and hate what they once 
loved. They are drawn towards what 
is pure and holy and become averse to 
what is evil and wrong. While they are 
unable to completely eliminate sin from 
their lives, they hate sin and are op-
posed to it. Their desires are completely 
changed. This change is radical and can 
only be effected by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. No human power can do this, it 
is only the Holy Spirit. There are those 
who may appear godly but do not possess 
the power to crucify any sin in their lives 
[2 Tim 3:5]. 

The glorious gospel preached with the 
Holy Spirit sent down from heaven 
brings about this radical change as in 
the case of the Thessalonians whom 
Paul says “our gospel came to you not 
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only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full  conviction” 
[1 Thes 1:5].

A change in the affections is also seen 
in those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. Jesus said such people 
are blessed. Those who long for holiness 
and desire to be like Christ reveal that 
they have that new heart which the Holy 
Spirit creates in their souls.

The Holy Spirit must also work upon our 
wills. By nature our wills are opposed 
to God. “For the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not sub-
mit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot” [Rom 
8:7].  The writer to the Hebrews informs 
us, there may be an enlightening of “the 
heavenly gifts” and a tasting of “the 
goodness of the word of God” and of “the 
powers of the age to come” [Heb 6:4,5] 
which falls short of eternal salvation. 
Unless the will is broken and brought 
into subjection by the saving and sancti-
fying power of the Holy Spirit, there will 
be no true submission to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul told the Philippians “it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure” [Phil 2:13]. It is 
God who makes us willing to believe and 
follow Christ.  It was God that changed 
Paul and made him the man he was. He 
said “by the grace of God, I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not 
in vain...it was not I but the grace of 
God that is with me” [1 Cor 15:10]. The 
Holy Spirit must accompany the word 
preached to make us willing to become 
the servants of God.

As A W Pink has said ‘the mere preach-
ing of the word - no matter how faithful-
ly - will never bring a single rebel to the 
feet of Christ in penitence, confidence, 
and allegiance. No, for that there must 
be the special and supernatural work-
ings of the Holy Spirit: only thus are any 

actually drawn to Christ to receive Him 
as Lord and Saviour: and only as this 
fact is carefully kept prominently before 
us does the blessed Spirit have His true 
place in our hearts and minds.’

It is the Holy Spirit who frees us from 
love and bondage to sin and makes us 
willing servants of God. Paul told the 
Romans “thanks be to God that you who 
were once slaves to sin have become obe-
dient from the heart...and having been 
set free from sin and have become slaves 
of righteousness” [Rom 6:22]. 

The ministry of the Holy Spirit contin-
ues His work after conversion. Not only 
does He create life in the dead soul and 
changes sinners hearts, but He also 
feeds, nourishes and builds up the saints 
by His sanctifying work. The Philippians 
were assured by Paul that “He who be-
gan a good work in you will bring it to 
completion” [Phil 1:6]. Once God begins 
to deal with us in mercy, He continues 
His acts of mercy and does not give up 
on us. 

From all eternity God pre-
destined His people “to be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son” [Rom 8:29], and the min-
istry of the Holy Spirit ensures 
that God’s purposes will all be 
fulfilled. God has promised to 
complete His work in us. David 
drew comfort from this fact 
and was able to pray in confi-
dence “The Lord will fulfill His 
purposes for me....Do not for-
sake the work of Your hands” 
[Psa 138:8].
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U S E  A N  A K 4 7 !
The outgoing Director-General of the BBC, Mark Thompson, was recently interviewed 
by the Free Speech Debate, a research project at Oxford University.
In the interview, Mr Thompson claimed Christianity is treated with far less sensitivity 
than other religions because it is ‘pretty broad shouldered’. He revealed that producers 
had to consider the possibilities of ‘violent threats’ instead of polite complaints if they 
pushed ahead with certain types of satire.
“Without a question, ‘I complain in the strongest possible terms’, is different from ‘I 
complain in the strongest possible terms and I am loading my AK47 as I write’,” Mr 
Thompson said. “This definitely raises the stakes”
These remarks should concern everyone - not just Christians. The work we do at Medi-
awatch benefits those of all faiths and none and we should be concerned if this is how 
decisions about broadcasting content are being made.
Children being fed a broadcast diet of degrading behaviour models, inappropriate sexual 
content and graphic depictions of brutality and violence are unlikely to make violent 
complaints but the values broadcasters inculcate are undermining cohesion and stabili-
ty in our society. There may not be violent protests outside Broadcasting House but the 
results of this play themselves out in our increasingly fractured society. In the whole 
debate about the state of our society the state is no innocent bystander.

Mediawatch-UK

I N D O N E S I A :  C H U R C H  A T T A C K E D
Police looked on as a mob of about 600 Islamists attacked the Philadelphia Batak Chris-
tian Protestant Church as it worshipped on the street in Bekasi, near Jakarta in West 
Java Province on 17 May.
The mob began to throw urine, ditchwater, rotten eggs, stones and dirt when Pator Palti 
Panjaitan came to address the congregation. The church had to disperse. The church 
applied for a permit to construct its house of worship but due to pressure form Islamist 
groups, Bekasi officials insist the congregation meets elsewhere.

Compass Direct

N I G E R I A :  C H U R C H E S  B O M B E D
Churches in northern Nigeria were bombed over three successive weekends during 
June. At least 18 people died and 32 were wounded on June 3 in a suicide bomb attack 
by Boko Haram that targeted two churches in Bauchie city. The casualties came 
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primarily from the Harvest Field Church for Christ with some from the neighbouring 
Living Faith Church in Yelwa Tudu. On June 10 at least two were killed and more than 
40 injured during an attack on Christ’s Chosen Church of God in Jos. Then on June 17 a 
suicide bomber drove a car full of explosives into the ECWA Good News Church Wusa-
sa, Zaria, destroying the children’s church building and killing a child and a young man. 
On the same day in Zaria 16 people were killed and several wounded as two suicide 
bombers, in separate cars targeted Christ the King Catholic Church. While in Kaduna 
City, a bomb exploded at the Shalom Pentecostal Church as ushers were interrogating 
the bomber, killing three.

Christian Solidarity Worldwide

E G Y P T
Egypt’s State Security Court sentenced 12 Christians to life in prison on May 21, while 
acquitting 8 Muslims for their roles in an April 2011 fight in Minya that killed 2 Mus-
lims and destroyed Christians’ homes and businesses.
The Christians were found guilty of possessing illegal weapons, sowing public discord 
and shooting 2 Muslims to death, while the Muslims were were freed of charges of pos-
sessing illegal weapons and burning down Christian homes.

Religion Today

I S L A M  I N  C R I S I S
From Arab North Africa and the Middle East to Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Indo-
nesia, all that the media present is turmoil, hatred and violence. Muslim regions are in 
crisis, with native Christians often targeted by Islamic extremists. The Islamists are 
often heralded as ‘liberators’ by Western diplomats and media. For example, Western 
media ignored that in the Syrian town of Homs, hundreds of believers were attacked in 
their homes, some murdered, others kidnapped and raped by Islamic opposition leaders. 
Tens of thousands fled for their lives. Islamists are also calling for attacks on churches 
and Christian families in Nigeria, the Arabian Gulf, Pakistan and beyond.
The Christian church has faced similar opposition and persecution from religious fanat-
ics from the very beginning. Tribulations, persecutions and all forms of sufferings go 
hand-in-hand with the advance of the gospel, just as Jesus said. 
Ironically, however, the Islamists are actually accelerating the growing disenchantment 
with Islam, especially among young people. Muslim youth searching desperately for saf-
er and more appealing world-views for themselves and their families. A growing number 
are attracted to Christ’s message of reconciliation, peace and love.
Over the airwaves and through the internet, the gospel of God’s grace is daily reaching 
millions of Arab-speaking people from Morocco and Mauritania on the Atlantic coast, 
across North Africa and the Middle East to Iraq and the Arabian peninsula. MERF 
maintains speedy contact with hungry souls through mobile phone text messaging.
Again and again, Satan is losing out. Individuals are coming to faith and churches 
are growing in Muslim lands. From Muslim Somalis, on the eastern horn of Africa, 
to Muslim northern Nigeria in the west, many are turning away from the kingdom of 
darkness to the Light of the world. In northern Algeria, thousands of new believers 
gather regularly for worship, forming small churches and gaining converts daily. A few 
are also found in Chad, Mali and Tunisia. The exponential growth of the church in Iran 
is phenomenal - many times more the size it was when Ayatollah Khomeini came to 
power and led a murderous campaign against Christians and others who did not follow 
his ways.

World News MERF
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PREACHING THE WORD IN THE 
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

by Hywel Jones

The main purpose of this 2 part essay is to consider what 
is meant by “the Power of the Holy Spirit” without selling 
short what is properly involved in “Preaching the Word”.

Part 1 - Neglect

In recent decades the ministry of preach-
ing has regained its proper place in many 
churches. For too long it had been margin-
alized by the combined forces of liberal the-
ology and secular communication theory. 
Fuelling this recovery of proclamation is a 
confidence in the inerrancy and authority 
of Scripture and that every text has its 
place in the flow of redemptive revelation.

A flood of literature on hermeneutics and 
homiletics has accompanied this change 
but not that much attention has been given 
in it to the role of the Spirit - and certainly 
not to his power.  A recent example of this 
is provided in a symposium entitled “When 
God’s Voice is heard”. It opens with two 
essays which deal with the sufficiency of 
Scripture and the preaching of the whole 
Bible but the authors make no reference to 
the Holy Spirit.

This neglect is not a denial of the need for 
the Holy Spirit’s ministry. It arises out of 
the correlation of Word and Spirit that so 
characterized the 16th century Reforma-
tion that the late John Murray could write, 
“The Word and the Spirit was the keynote 
of the Reformation. This was the legacy of 
Protestantism.” The written Word was the 
product of the living Spirit who still spoke 

by means of it. But there was not complete 
agreement in the 16th century as to how 
the Spirit was to be related to the Word.  
Murray says,

But on the relationship between the Word 
and the Spirit a great deal of discussion 
had still to be conducted. It is a persistently 
recurring question whether the Holy Spirit 
works in the believer only in, by or through 
the Scripture or whether the Spirit works 
sometimes independently of the Scripture. 
Is the Spirit tied to Scripture?

Murray’s use of the word “still” in the 
above quotation indicates that the precise 
nature of this relationship (which is indeed 
a contemporary question) ran all the way 
back to the disagreement between the Lu-
theran and Reformed traditions. This is a 
very important matter for our subject that 
is generally not recognized. The possibility 
exists that some who regard themselves as 
Reformed may in reality be Lutheran on 
this matter.

We will hear two 19th century theologians 
on this matter (Herman Bavinck and 
Charles Hodge) before listening to a con-
temporary voice (John Woodhouse). We will 
then set out two conclusions.

PART 1
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Herman Bavinck 
Bavinck raised the question as to “whether 
the Holy Spirit always works in the human 
heart directly and immediately without the 
Word (Anabaptists), or only by the Word 
(Lutherans), or exclusively by the sacra-
ment (Rome), or as a rule in connection 
with the Word.” He declares, 

There is often disagreement over the power 
and efficacy of the Word, as well as the rela-
tionship between Word and Spirit . . . both 
Lutherans and reformed . . . taught that 
though the Holy Spirit can work apart from 
the Word, ordinarily Word and Spirit go to-
gether. Lutherans, however, prefer to speak 
of the Spirit working per verbum (through 
the Word) while the Reformed prefer cum 
verbo (with the word).

He therefore writes in relation to regener-
ation, 

We must never forget that the word of God 
. . . always comes with power. At the same 
time, it does not always produce the same 
effect, and the regenerating, renewing effect 
cannot be understood without acknowledg-
ing the work of the Holy Spirit as a distinct 
work.

Charles Hodge 
Hodge works within the same framework  
but he focuses more on the Lutheran 
position, regarding it as having some-
thing in common with both Rationalists 
and Remonstrants in that it locates “the 
efficiency of the Word of God in the work of 
sanctification [in] the inherent power of the 
truth” but acknowledging that Lutherans 
speak of this power as divine and not just 
moral or human as the Rationalists did. 
8 But granting the Lutheran position is 
that this power in the Word is “inherent, 
divine and constant” Hodge  then asks how 
its differing results are to be understood? 
Here Reformed and Lutherans differ for 
the latter say that those results are related 
“to the subjective state of those on whom it 
acts” and not “to the Spirit accompanying it 
at some times and not at others . . .  [nor] to 
the Word’s having more power at one time 
than at another; [nor] to its being attended 
with a greater or lesser degree of the Spir-

it’s influence but to the different ways in 
which it is received”. He regards Luther as 
having over – reacted against the Anabap-
tists and says,

He was not content to take the ground 
which the Church in general has taken, that 
while the Word and the sacraments are the 
ordinary channels of the Spirit’s influence, 
He has left himself free to act with or with-
out these or any other means. 
And so he throws down the gauntlet to 
Lutherans (and to any others as well) 
What according to the Lutheran theory is 
meant by being full of the Holy Ghost? Or, 
by the indwelling of the Spirit? Or, by the 
testimony of the Spirit? Or, by the demon-
stration of the Spirit? Or, by the unction 
of the Holy One who teaches all things? Or 
by the outpouring of the Spirit? In short, 
the whole Bible, and especially the evan-
gelical history and the epistles of the New 
Testament, represents the Holy Spirit not 
as a power imprisoned in the truth, but as 
a personal, voluntary agent acting with the 
truth or without it, as He please. As such He 
has ever been regarded by the Church, and 
has ever exhibited himself in his dealings 
with the children of God.

John Woodhouse
Formerly an Old Testament Professor at 
Moore Theological College in Sydney, John 
Woodhouse contributed an essay entitled 
The Preacher and the Living Word to the 
symposium mentioned earlier. After listing 
references to several pieces written in the 
context of the Inerrancy debate he rightly 
claims that “None of these studies develops 
the intimate relationship between Word 
and Spirit” What he has written is there-
fore valuable although it is brief. It is also 
important because of the growing influence 
of Matthias Ministries etc. in the UK and 
USA.

Woodhouse aims to present “a proper un-
derstanding of the relationship between the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God” because 
they have often been separated. (It seems 
that he has the Charismatic Movement 
in mind). He asserts that there is such an 
inter-relationship between the Word and 
the Spirit that the Word is alive as shown 
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by specific texts that refer to the power of 
the word e.g. the creation of the world, the 
formation of Israel and of the international 
church. He claims that in so many places in 
the New Testament the terms ‘Spirit’ and 
‘Word’ are “virtually interchangeable”.

This inter-connection between Spirit and 
Word is well done – but it is overdone!  Re-
peatedly Woodhouse collapses the Spirit’s 
work into the meaning of the Word. 

His comments on 1 Thessalonians 1:4-6 
and 2:13 show this. He claims that they 
make “exactly the same point” in that they 
describe “one experience, what was expe-
rienced when ‘our gospel came’ but that is 
not the case (see Part 2). The same is done 
in an unusual interpretation of Romans 8: 
16. He writes,

How does the Spirit testify to me? The 
answer is surely by the gospel, by the Word 
of God. Are there two experiences, the word 
of God telling me that I am a child of God 
and the Spirit testifying with my spirit that 
I am a child of God? No, God’s Word comes 
with the power of God’s Spirit. God himself 
breathes his word to me. Receiving the 
breath of God and the words of God are not 
distinguishable experiences here.” (regular 
original)

Not considering the differences between 
verses 15 and 16 he deprives the Spirit of 
any independent testifying activity to the 
believer. This treatment conflates Spirit 
and Word instead of connecting them. 
Speaking with more accuracy Calvin says,

The work of the Spirit then is joined to the 
word of God. But a distinction is made that 
we may know that the external word is of 
no avail by itself, unless animated by the 
power of the Spirit . . . All power of action, 
then, resides in the Spirit himself and thus 
all power ought to be entirely referred to 
God alone.

This is the kind of distinction that provides 
the basis for our subject. 

Conclusion 

From all that has been advanced so far 
two doctrinal propositions can be deduced 
namely, 

1) The Word is conjoined to the Holy 
Spirit and must never be
disconnected. 
The Holy Scriptures are God’s inerrant and 
sufficient word and whenever any part of 
them is properly explained and applied God 
speaks by it. This means that the Scrip-
tures do not become the Word of God. That 
is what they already are and what they will 
never cease to be and so any and every text 
from the Bible may be truly prefaced with 
the words “Thus saith (says) the LORD”. 
By “the power of the Holy Spirit” is not 
meant something that brings God’s silence 
or absence to an end. He is near whenever 
the book is opened and he speaks and acts. 
Nor may his power be sought as if he were 
not present in and with the Word. The 
powerful voice of God in the word of God 
has some self-evidencing quality (sensus 
divinitatis) in every conscience - whether 
men will believe or not (Rom.1:18-2:16).

2) The Holy Spirit is “greater” than  
the Word and must not be imprisoned 
in it.  
As a Divine Person the Holy Spirit is an 
agent and the Holy Scriptures are his chief 
instrument. His are the arms and hands 
that make the sword of the Word “two-
edged, piercing to the division of soul and 
of spirit, of joints and of marrow” and his 
are the eyes that “discern[ing] the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart” (Heb.4: 12). 
He uses the Scriptures in accord with the 
purpose of the Father and of the Son. He 
therefore works where he wills and as he 
wills but in differing degrees of might as it 
pleases him. He is also present and active 
in gifts for ministry and degrees of grace 
given to believers as part of growth in holi-
ness. The Spirit has been given once for all 
but he has more, much more of the fullness 
of Christ to give. 
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THE BRIDEGROOM’S FRIEND

Someone approaching my hometown by sea in the late 
evening would notice a strange-looking building. It 

resembles the Colosseum, and stands, floodlit, on top 
of a hill overlooking the bay. They would not see the 

floodlights – obviously – only the building. 

When John the Baptist was challenged 
about ‘losing’ followers to Christ, he 
replied that Christ was the Bridegroom 
while he, John, was only the 
Bridegroom’s friend. John rejoiced that 
Christ had come, and his entire work 
was to prepare Christ’s Bride [John 
3:25-30]. Like the floodlights, John 
was pointing people to something other 
than himself. 

Those two illustrations help us to 
understand the work of the Holy Spirit 
insofar as it is revealed in the Bible. 
We read that all things were made for 
Christ as well as by Him; He is the heir 
of all [Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2]. 
The Holy Spirit is preparing a Bride 
for Christ. Like the hidden floodlights, 
we do not see the Spirit, but we see the 
growth of Christ’s church and His love 
for His people. 

As we read through the Bible we see the 
Spirit working to prepare Christ’s Bride 
(Revelation 19:7). It was the Spirit of 
God who gave shape to the universe 
[Genesis 1:1-2]. The climax of creation 

was the making of Man. That was not 
complete until the Spirit of God was 
breathed into him so that he became 
a living soul. Why was man made? To 
have fellowship with God. We see that 
taking place in the Garden of Eden. 

The Fall involved estrangement from 
God and loss of the Spirit. But God’s 
purpose cannot be frustrated, and we 
see the Spirit again forming a Bride for 
Christ. 

The Old Testament era was a time of 
preparation. The birth of Isaac (from 
whom generations of God’s people 
came) was obviously the result of the 
Spirit’s power [Genesis 17:15-21]. The 
Spirit went with the Children of Israel, 
protecting them from Pharaoh and 
other enemies. When he gave the Law 
through Moses it showed the people 
their need of a Saviour; and when 
he gave the rituals of religion they 
reminded the people of God’s promise of 
Christ. Revelation led to relationship, 
as the Psalms and other literature 
demonstrate. 

By Archie N McPhail, Oban
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If the Son of God was to have a human 
bride, there had to be atonement 
for human sin. So we find the Spirit 
preparing a body for Christ. The writer 
of Psalm 40 hinted at that [Psalm 40:6; 
Hebrews 10:5-7]. The angel Gabriel 
told Mary that it was happening [Luke 
1:26-35]. How close the Heavenly 
Bridegroom has come to us – He is now 
one of ourselves! 

The Spirit filled the man Christ Jesus at 
His baptism, equipping Him for His life 
of service as the sin-bearer [Matthew 
3:13-17]. Thus we see a depth of love 
and wisdom in Jesus’ life that can only 
be explained by divine influence. That 
was especially the case at Gethsemane 
and Calvary. “Through the eternal 
Spirit he offered himself without spot 
unto God” [Hebrews 9:14]. 

It was the Spirit’s power that raised 
Christ from the dead. In a sense, that 
was the beginning of our relationship, 
for the Saviour and Bridegroom had 
returned to life. It is the same Spirit of 
God who will raise the bodies of Christ’s 
Bride at the Great Day (Romans 8:11). 

Having prepared Christ, the Spirit now 
prepares His people. He who formed the 
first creation is now forming the new 
creation. The new birth is the Spirit’s 
work (John 3:5). 

But life never exists apart from its 
surroundings, and the person who is 
born from above finds himself part of 
a spiritual environment. The Spirit 
is forming, not isolated individuals, 
but a church that will relate to Christ 
corporately. It is the womb in which 
individual Christians are born, and 
the community in which they grow and 
function. 

Accordingly the Spirit led Christ’s 
apostles to record those things that 
are the foundation of our faith [John 
16:12-15; 2 Peter 2:16-21]. He gives 
people to the church who will declare 
the gospel to us [Ephesians 4:11-16]. 
When the Spirit is breathed into our 
souls we receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the gospel presents Him. Thus we 
are united to Him in a relationship that 
will never end. Through the church, 
the gospel, and the new birth the Holy 
Spirit is forming a Bride for Christ. The 
Spirit does the work, but it is Christ we 
see and love. 

That new life develops. The Spirit uses 
the gospel to bring Christ’s love home to 
His people. Christ’s character is formed 
through the challenges of temptation 
and the need to exercise brotherly love 
[James 1:2-4]. The Spirit instructs us by 
the Word, and enables us by His power. 
Thus God’s people are progressively 
sanctified until they are fit for glory. 
Again, the Spirit works – or will work. 
The last stage is the resurrection of the 
dead, when the Spirit will “transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body” [Philippians 3:21]. Then Christ 
will say, “Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you before the foundation 
of the world” [Matthew 25:34].  

“Blessed are those who are invited 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb” 
[Revelation 19:9]. How we should 
rejoice at that prospect! We get a faint 
picture of it in Psalm 45. It originates 
in the Father’s love. It comes about 
because the Heavenly Bridegroom put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
And the Holy Spirit of God is the Person 
who is making it ready.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

An Excerpt from a Sermon entitled “How to Receive the 
Gift of the Holy Spirit,” from Acts 2:32-42

- by John Piper

RECEIVING THE
SPIRIT IS A 
LIFE-CHANGING
EXPERIENCE

This is why Paul can say in Acts 
19:2 when he meets the confused 
disciples of John the Baptist, “Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” What would a contemporary 
Protestant evangelical say in response 
to that question? I think we would 
say something like, “I thought we 
automatically received the Holy Spirit 
when we believed. I don’t understand 
how you can even ask the question.” 
How could Paul ask that question? He 
could ask it, I think, because receiving 
the Holy Spirit is a real experience. 
There are marks of it in your life. And 
the best way to test the faith of these 
so-called disciples is to ask them about 
their experience of the Spirit. This 
is no different than what Paul said 
in Romans 8:14, “All who are led by 
the Spirit are the sons of God” (see 2 
Corinthians 13:5 & 1 John 3:24;
4:12–13).

I sometimes fear that we have so 
redefined conversion in terms of 
human decisions and have so removed 
any necessity of the experience of 
God’s Spirit, that many people think 
they are saved when in fact they only 
have Christian ideas in their head not 
spiritual power in their heart.

So you see, the real issue the 
Charismatics raise for us is not 
the issue of tongues. In itself that 
is relatively unimportant. The 
really valuable contribution of the 
Charismatic renewal is their relentless 
emphasis on the truth that receiving 
the gift of the Holy Spirit is a real, life-
changing experience. Christianity is 
not merely an array of glorious ideas. 
It is not merely the performance of 
rituals and sacraments. It is the life-
changing experience of the Holy Spirit 
through faith in Jesus Christ the Lord 
of the universe.
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TWO THINGS THAT 
CHARACTERIZE THIS 
EXPERIENCE

We could talk for hours about what 
that experience is. In fact, most of my 
messages are just that—descriptions 
of the experience of the Spirit of God 
in the life of the believer. But I’ll 
mention two things from the book of 
Acts—things that mark the experi-
ence of being baptized in the Holy 
Spirit or of receiving the gift of the 
Spirit.

1. A HEART OF PRAISE
One is a heart of praise. In Acts 
10:46 the disciples knew the Holy 
Spirit had fallen because “they 
heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling (or magnifying) God.” 
Speaking in tongues is one particular 
way of releasing the heart of praise. 
It may be present or may not. But 
one thing is sure: the heart in which 
the Holy Spirit has been poured out 
will stop magnifying self and start 
magnifying God. Heartfelt praise 
and worship is the mark of a real 
experience of the Holy Spirit.

2. OBEDIENCE
The other mark I’ll mention 
is obedience. In Acts 5:29 Peter and 
the apostles say to the Sadducees who 
had arrested them, “We must obey 
God rather than men.” Then in verse 
32 he says, “We are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom 
God gave to those who are obeying 
him.” (“Gave” is past tense; “obey” is 
present, ongoing tense.) It is inevitable 
that when the object of your heart’s 
worship changes, your obedience 

changes. When Jesus baptizes you in 
the Holy Spirit, and infuses you with 
a new sense of the glory of God, you 
have a new desire and a new power 
(1:8) to obey. Whether or not you 
speak in tongues, these two things will 
be your experience if you have been 
baptized in the Holy Spirit—a new 
desire to magnify God in worship and 
a powerful disposition to obey God in 
everyday life.

HOW TO RECEIVE THE 
GIFT OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT

I close by pointing you to Peter’s 
instructions for how to receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38–41.

THE WORD OF GOD 
MUST BE HEARD

First, the Word of God must be heard. 
Peter has preached that in God’s 
plan Jesus was crucified, raised, and 
exalted as Lord over all the universe 
and that forgiveness of sin and 
spiritual renewal can be had from 
him. The Word has been heard.

THE SOVEREIGN GOD 
MUST CALL MEN AND 
WOMEN

Second, the sovereign God must call 
men and women to himself, or they 
will never come. Verse 39:, “The 
promise is to you and to your children 
and to all that are far off, everyone to 
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 
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No one comes to faith in Christ unless 
the Father draws him (John 6:44, 65). 
The preached Word is heard with 
conviction and power only when the 
effectual call of God lays hold on the 
hearers.

WE MUST RECEIVE 
THE WORD

Third, we must “receive the word.” 
Verse 41: “So those who received his 
word were baptized.” Receiving the 
Word means that it becomes part of 
you so that you trust the Christ it 
presents. You trust his provision for 
your forgiveness. You trust his path 
for your life. You trust his power 
to help you obey. And you trust his 
promises for your future. And that 
radical commitment to Christ always 
involves repentance—a turning away 
from your own self-wrought provisions 
and paths and powers and promises. 
And when you really turn to Christ for 
new paths and new power, you open 

yourself to the Holy Spirit, because it 
is by his Spirit that Christ guides and 
empowers.

WE MUST EXPRESS 
FAITH THROUGH WA-
TER BAPTISM

Finally, we must give an open 
expression of faith in the act of 
water baptism in obedience to Jesus 
Christ. Baptism was the universal 
experience of all Christians in the New 
Testament. There were no unbaptized 
Christians after Pentecost. Christ 
had commanded it (Matthew 28:18f.) 
and the church practiced it. So we do 
today.

Therefore, I invite you to experience 
the greatest thing in the world—
Repent, trust Christ, open yourself to 
the power of his Spirit, be baptized in 
his name, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.

BOOK REVIEW:
‘THE OFFICE & WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’,

BY JAMES BUCHANAN

This book is a gem for those who like 
doctrine and its practical application. 
James Buchanan held several 
pastorates before becoming Professor 

of Apologetics and then Systematic 
Theology in the Free Church College in 
Edinburgh in the 19th Century, so he 
had plenty experience of dealing with 

Voices from the past

by Donald C Macaskill
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people and their spiritual concerns. 
The book is full with illustrations 
and examples of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the heart and lives of many 
different people. 

The book has three main parts; The 
Spirit’s Work in the Conversion of 
Sinners; Illustrative Cases from 
Scripture Examples; and The Spirit’s 
Work in the Edification of His 
people. After showing the necessity 
of conversion, Buchanan has seven 
chapters on the various operations 
of the Spirit in the radical spiritual 
change that conversion brings. 
Concerning the agency of the Spirit, 
Buchanan reminds us of the words 
of Christ to His disciples that “It is 
expedient for you that I go away”. The 
reason was ‘...for if I do not go away, 
the Spirit will not come unto you; but 
if I go, I will send Him unto you” [John 
16:7]. He shows how the design of the 
Spirit’s work is for the world as well 
as the Church. Christ in speaking to 
His disciples said He ‘will reprove or 
convict the world’ but he will guide 
you into all truth’. Unbelievers will be 
convicted by His coming, but believers 
will be confirmed and edified. The 
Spirit is Christ’s witness on earth. 
‘It is true that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit have been withdrawn; 
but there is still a ‘manifestation of 
the Spirit’ notwithstanding, and such 
a manifestation as is sufficient to 
convict the world as well as to edify 
the Church’.

Buchanan then moves on to show 
the process of a sinner’s conversion. 
The Spirit, although powerful, acts 

through means. ‘It is through “belief 
of the truth” that the Spirit fulfils, 
in the case of adults, our Lord’s 
prayer on behalf of His people. The 
Word, or the truth contained in the 
Word, is the instrument by which the 
Spirit acts in applying the benefits 
of Christ’s redemption’. The Spirit 
and the Word must not be disjoined, 
they are inseparably linked together, 
and are equally essential, the one 
as an efficient agent the other as an 
instrument. “Sanctify them through 
Thy truth. Thy Word is truth” [John 
17:17]. ‘Of Lydia it is said ‘The Lord 
opened the heart of Lydia’ - here is 
divine agency; but the use of means 
was not superseded, for it added, ‘so 
that she attended to the things that 
were spoken by Paul’ - here is the 
instrumentality of the Word.

Buchanan shows that it is the same 
truths which are presented to the 
mind before conversion as afterwards 
but the Spirit’s work makes all the 
difference in the world. ‘Of every man 
who reads or hears the Gospel...there 
is nothing betwixt him and salvation, 
except his own unwillingness to be 
saved’. 

Further chapters describe the work of 
the Spirit on enlightening the mind; 
convincing the conscience; renewing 
the heart; and a chapter on ‘The 
Regeneration of Infants. Buchanan 
shows that infants ‘do not acquire 
an interest in the covenant by being 
baptized; they are baptized because 
they have interest in the covenant’. 

The second part of the book is devoted 
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to examples in Scripture of those 
who were converted and the work of 
the Spirit in bringing them to faith. 
In the case of the Philippian Jailer, 
we are shown his state of mind as a 
careless man, then as a convinced 
sinner and finally as a converted 
man. ‘The thought of suicide was an 
indication of utter practical atheism 
for it showed that he had no fear 
of God, since he was more afraid of 
‘them that kill the body, than of Him 
that could cast both soul and body 
into hell’. But being convinced of sin 
he came to Paul crying “What must I 
do to be saved?”. He still thought he 
could do something to be saved. His 
ultimate salvation was evidenced by 
the fruits of faith in his life. ‘His faith 
wrought by love, producing gratitude 
and kindness to his instructors; for ‘he 
took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes...and set food 
before them’. Buchanan concludes this 
example by saying ‘Conviction ends 
in conversion only when a true sense 
of sin is combined with a belief in the 
Gospel, or an apprehension of the 
mercy of God in Christ’. Only the Holy 
Spirit can bring about such a radical 
change.

A wide range of characters, and a 
wide range of experiences fill this 
second section. From the wicked thief 
on the cross to the ‘seeking’ Ethiopian 
treasurer who had come ‘to worship’ 
in Jerusalem, we learn that the Spirit 
of God deals with each and every 
child of God in relation to the various 
circumstances and positions of each 
individual. 

The Spirit’s work on Paul, Cornelius, 
Lydia, Timothy, are all given careful 
treatment highlighting the particular 
conditions and needs each had prior 
to and during their conversion, and 
a chapter dealing with Spirit’s work 
in the Pentecost revival. Mention is 
made of some of the Scottish revivals 
in Kilsyth and Cambuslang and in the 
island of Arran.

The third part of the book deals with 
the Spirit edifying His people. The 
new birth will invariably be followed 
by a new life. ‘Every sinner who has 
been quickened by the Spirit will also 
walk in the Spirit’. There are chapters 
on the Spirit’s work on holiness, 
prayer and on the Holy Spirit as the 
great Comforter. The Spirit’s work 
is designed to “fill us with all peace 
and joy” in believing’. But it is a 
‘dangerous error to suppose that the 
Spirit comforts His people, by infusing 
peace and joy and hope into their 
hearts without the use of the ordinary 
means of grace, or separate and apart 
from his other fruits and operations as 
their teacher and sanctifier’. Therefore 
the Spirit ‘acts as our Comforter, not 
by making known our election with an 
audible voice, or revealing anything 
that may not be gathered from the 
Word...but simply by producing His 
gracious fruits, and then enabling us 
to discern them’. 

This book is a ‘must’ for those who 
want a clear understanding of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the souls 
of God’s people. Published by The 
Banner of Truth, ISBN 0 85151 089 2.
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EDINBURGH
Many thanks to each one who takes 
time to read these updates, or to 
pray for this work, or to  support 
it materially, or to give a word of 
encouragement, or who helped in 
some way.  We and this community 
are your debtors. How wonderful that 
God graciously accepts your service 
and my service when we do it in the 
name of Christ. Because of our many 
sins and shortcomings, it should never 
cease to amaze us and cause genuine 
humility and gratitude in our hearts 
that God accepts our service.

The alterations to the premises for the 
food bank greatly facilitate the work 
and we are most grateful to Blythswood 
and all who have generously given to 
pay for these alterations. It is very 
difficult for some to go to a charity for 
food, so pray that those who need to 
come would not stay away because 
they feel embarrassed or that they feel 
they are such failures. As is often said, 
we live in a broken world and the best 
of people can find themselves in the 

worst of circumstances. Remember 
any of us could be brought to absolute 
poverty.

What are we teaching those who come 
to listen? Well here are some of the 
subjects covered: The Prodigal son; 
The Lord’s prayer; The Lost Coin; 
Glorying not in wisdom, health or 
riches, but in knowing God’s love, 
mercy, faithfulness and sovereign 
rule; Every knee will bow and every 
tongue will confess the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ one day; The betrayal 
and arrest of Jesus; Christ’s prayer for 
the unity and witness of all believers; 
Peter’s denying His Lord at His trial; 
The Pharisee and the Publican; Psalm 
23 (Malcolm MacInnes preached); 
Jesus tried before Pilate and 
sentenced to death; The two sons who 
were ordered to work in their Father’s 
vineyard; The kingdom of Heaven 
compared to the Mustard seed; Psalm 
39 The brevity of life; Psalm 49 Don’t 
be dismayed when the wicked grow 
rich; Psalm 42 Thirsting for God in 
times of discouragement; The Son of 
Man coming and separating the sheep 
from the goats; The Ten Lepers (John 
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Hugh MacDonald preached); The lost 
sheep; An acrostic on Cross; David 
chosen from among all these brothers 
to be king.

What a privilege, opportunity and 
duty preachers and hearers have 
and indeed communities. The most 
significant things that happen in this 
world are not in Banking, or bonuses, 
or better government or the arts or 
education or health care or the latest 
news headline, although they are 
very significant and yes worth getting 
excited about. The most significant, 
and astonishingly often the most 
despised subject of all is the salvation 
and feeding of souls.      JR 

K I N L O C H B E R V I E , 
LAIRG, ROGART
What’s going on at KLB, Lairg and 
Rogart?  Well, we recently enjoyed 
a Communion weekend in Lairg.  
Rev Duncan Macleod (Dornoch Free 
Church) preached on Friday evening 
and we heard a number of messages 
from Rev Ross Macaskill (Knock 
Parish Church, Lewis) over the 
remainder of the weekend.  We were 
glad to have a number of visitors from 
the Tain and Hilton congregation 
as well as other friends of the 
congregation, one of whom travelled 
all the way from Cardiff!  I moderated 
my first proper meetings of the Kirk 
Session and Deacons’ Court where we 
had a happy time and look forward to 
working together for the furtherance 
of God’s cause in these parts.
Our next communion services are in 
August up in Kinlochbervie around 

the 19th.  Feel free to join us there 
too!  We hope to have Rev Willie Black 
(formerly Church of Scotland minister 
in Kinlochbervie and Stornoway) with 
us for that weekend.  

Other than communions we are 
enjoying preaching and (I hope) 
hearing the word of God from Sabbath 
to Sabbath and having fellowship 
together from week to week.  For the 
Summer I am now preaching three 
services every Sunday and would 
appreciate prayer that God would 
bless his word and keep me going and 
the people coming.  I am to be involved 
in a Bible Club in Lairg in July with 
another local church.  It would be 
wonderful to see young people in our 
Highland villages seeking the Lord.  
I’m due to preach at the Lairg Gala 
Week service on July 15th at 3pm.

I’m also now interim-moderator for 
the Stornoway congregation.  I was 
there on the first Sabbath in July 
in order to preach the congregation 
vacant.  Please pray for George and 
Isobel Macaskill in their retirement 
and for the congregation as they 
continue under supply preachers that 
God would bless them and unite them 
despite being bereft of a pastor and 
that God would direct their hearts 
after a man of his choosing to build on 
the work George has done there.  I’d 
also appreciate prayer that I would not 
be distracted too much from the work 
in my own congregation whilst trying 
to help in Stornoway.  I must say that 
I’m thankful for the willingness of all 
who have agreed to help us so far.  
“And I will constantly go on in strength 
of God the Lord;  And thine own 
righteousness, ev’n thine alone, I will 
record.”  Ps. 71:16 (Scottish Psalter)            
             Gordon Murray.



2 2

APC CONFERENCE

SATURDAY 1 SEPTEMBER
Kingsview Centre, Inverness

10:15 am to 3:30 pm

Theme: Normal Christianity

Revd Dominic Smart

Paper One: Christ First, Whatever! [Phil 1:12-30]

Paper Two: Others Next, Whatever! [Phil 2:1-18]

A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

DUNDEE
We continue to enjoy God’s blessing and encouragement. In wonderful ways He 
has supplied all our needs. We thank those who remember us in prayer and in 
their givings to us. Without this support we would not be able to continue in the 
way we do. Our Sunday evening series in 1 Timothy is proving very challenging 
for both minister and congregation, see chapter 4:16! At our Bible Studies during 
the week, many different issues arise and it is good to be able to ask questions 
and discuss in congenial circumstances subjects which interest and trouble us. 
Iron sharpens iron. We had a most interesting experience in July when a wedding 
reception was held in a marquee in the garden of the manse! Ken and Nadia were 
married in church and 40 people enjoyed a lovely meal served by excellent caterers. 
Prayers that the rain would take a ‘wee break’ were wonderfully answered. Christ 
being the perfect Husband and perfect submissive Servant were the focus of our 
minister’s address. Please keep praying for God’s Spirit to work amongst us.
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS TO READ
- Guilt, Grace and Gratitude: Lectures on the Heidelberg Catechism  - by George Bethune
- Grace Abounding to the Worst of Sinners - by John Bunyan
- Commentary on Galatians - by Martin Luther
- Redemption Accomplished & Applied - by John Murray
- The Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life - by Donald S. Whitney
- The Imputation of Adam’s Sin - by John Murray
- The Mortification of Sin - by John Owen

DUNDEE
Revd. Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee, 
DD4 7SB
Tel Home: 01382 451798
mobile: 07792 545 243  
email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk 
Dens Road Church
11 Dens Road - 11am & 6.30pm, 
usually Wed 7pm (confirm by 
telephone). Treasurer: Mrs 
Isabella Scrimgeour, 15 Barry 
Downs Park, Barry Road, 
Carnoustie, DD7 7SA
Tel: 07966 594 711   
Communions: Last in March, 
June, September, December

EDINBURGH
Revd. John Ross, 6 Frogston 
Grove, Edinburgh, EH10 7AG    
Tel: 0131 466 6247 
email: jrossapc@googl em ail .com 
Sundays - Services at 11.30am 
and 5pm and Bible Study Wed 
7.30pm  at  47 Southhouse 
Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the 
Free Church, 
High Street, 11am & 6.30pm, 
Wednesday 7.30pm. 
Contact: Donald MacNicol, 14 
Altour Road, Spean Bridge, 
Inverness-shire, PH34 4EZ
Tel: 01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Revd. Dr John C A Ferguson, 
MA, MDiv
Manse: 16 Drummond Road, 
Inverness, IV2 4NB
Tel: 01463 223983 
Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road, 11.30am &  
6pm, Wed 7.30pm.
Tel: 01463 716843
Treasurer: Mr Kenneth 
Macdonald, ‘Arnish‘, 16 
Drumdevan Place, Inverness, 
IV2 4DQ
Tel: 01463 231364
www.sermonaudio.com/
kingsview
Communions: Fourth in January, 
April, June, September
Monthly Bible Study in Black 
Isle. For information phone 
Kingsview on 01463-716843

KINLOCHBERVIE & LAIRG & ROGART
Revd Gordon Murray
Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street,
11.30am; Treasurer: W D 
MacLeod, 114 Inshegra, 
Rhiconich, by Lairg, IV27 4RH 
Tel 01971 521388.
Communion: Third in August
LAIRG & ROGART
APC Manse, Saval Road, Lairg, 
IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176  
Lairg Church - 6pm
Rogart Church - 11.30am    
Treasurer:  Mrs Alison 
Mackenzie, Birchgrove, Bonar 
Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 3AR
Tel. 01863 766251
Communions: Lairg: First in 
June. Rogart: Third in Sept.

LOCHCARRON
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh 
Congregation) Services held 
jointly with Free Church, 11am 
& 6pm, Wed 7.30pm, 2nd & 
3rd Lord’s Day Kishorn 3pm. 
Treasurer: Mrs Alison Stewart, 
13 Kirkton Gardens, Lochcarron, 
IV54 8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239 
email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net

LOCHINVER & STOER & DRUMBEG
Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating 
between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC - 11am. Evening 
service Lochinver Free Church 
at 6pm. Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie, Church Road, Stoer, 
Sutherland, IV27 4SE
Tel 01571 855279
Mrs I Macauley, Ard Na Mara, 
Stoer, Sutherland
Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Revd. Archibald McPhail, MA, 
MTh
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631 567076
email:
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net 
Campbell Street Church - 
11am & 6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 
Treasurer: N Matheson, Carnish, 
Glenmore Road, Oban,
PA34 4PG
Tel:  01631 566259 Communions: 
First in May and November

CONGREGATIONAL DETAILS



PLOCKTON & KYLE 
(Lochcarron-Lochalsh 
congregation) Contact: Donald 
Stewart, 13 Kirkton Gardens, 
Lochcarron, IV54 8UQ
Tel: 01520 722239
email: ajs.kishorn@tesco.net
Plockton: No services at present   

POOLEWE
Joint Worship with Free Church, 
Services Inverasdale 10.30am 
(with Sunday School); Aultbea 
12 noon (with Sunday School); 
Poolewe 6pm   Treasurer/
Contact: Kenny MacLean, 
Dunedin, 42 Strath, Gairloch, 
IV21 2DB
Tel: 01445 712050
email:
kendunedin@btinternet.com 
Communion: As arranged locally

SKYE AND HARRIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Portree, Skye, IV51 9PS 
Tel: 01470 582421 
email:
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com
Portree APC Church, Staffin 
Road - 11am & 4.45pm,    C of S, 
Dunvegan - 12.45 & 6.30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7.30pm, 
1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 2nd, 4th 
Dunvegan. Thurs - Bible Study 
Portree 2nd & 4th at 7.30pm
Treasurer: Mrs Margaret Pearce, 
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Skye, IV51 9P
Tel: 01470 582421
Communions: Portree: third 
in March and September, 
Dunvegan: first in June

Harris: Seilabost Primary School 
- 12 noon and 6pm (2nd Sabbath 
each month 6pm service is a joint 
service with and at Scarista 
Church of Scotland
Treasurer: Mr Finlay 
Maclennan, 3 Seilabost, Isle of 
Harris, HS3 3HP
Tel: 01859 550252
Communions: 2nd May and 4th 
Sept in Scarista C of S

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator
Revd Gordon Murray,
APC Manse Saval Road, Lairg, 
IV27 4EH.
TelepHone: 01549 402176
(Church: 07733425498) 
72 Keith Street - 11am & 
6.30pm, Thu 7.30pm.  
Treasurer: Mr W K Macleod, 3 
Oliver’s Brae, Stornoway,
HS1 2SS, 
Tel: 01851 703796
email:
stybillmacleod@googlemail.com
www.apcstornoway.com
Communions: third in February, 
last in August

TAIN & FEARN
Revd. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, 
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com
Tain Church, Upper King Street 
- 11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 
Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s 
Day Hilton, 2nd, 4th in Tain. 
Treasurer: Roderick Mackenzie, 
Geanies House, Fearn, by Tain, 
IV20 1TW
Tel: 01862 871000
email:
roderick.mackenzie@geanies.
org.uk
www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Wick Church,
Breadalbane Crescent - 11am, 
Strathy Church - 3pm  Interim 
Moderator: Revd. D Ross 
McFarlane, 01349 862420, drm@
uwclub.net Treasurer: Wick: Mrs 
Mary Taylor, Dixonfield, Thurso, 
KW14 8YN
Tel: 01847 892005
Treasurer: Strathy: Mrs J Jappy, 
113 Strathy Point, by Thurso, 
KW14 7RY,
Tel: 01641 541316
Communions: Wick: last in April, 
Strathy: second in September

ABROAD

NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, 
Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
CHurCH WebsiTe:
www.newwestminsterchapel.org 
Lord’s Day Services:
Sunday School: 1pm, Morning 
Worship: 11am, Evening 
Worship: 6.30pm
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study: 7.30pm.

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Revd. A N McPhail, MA. MTh, 
APC Manse, Polvinister Road, 
Oban, PA34 5TN 
Tel: 01631-567076   
email:
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

ASSISTANT CLERK
Revd. John van Eyk 
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
email: jvaneyk@gmail .com

GENERAL TREASURER OF PRESBYTERY
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie
3 Sunnybank Lane
Greetland, Halifax,
West Yorkshire,  HX4 8LN
Tel: 01422 604458
email:
laurence.r.mackenzie@
btinternet.com

PUBLICATIONS TREASURER
Mr D M Fraser, 
‘Stratharris’, Daviot,
by Inverness, IV2 5XQ 
Tel: 01463 772253
email:
donald@stratharris.freeserve.
co.uk

EDITOR OF ‘APC NEWS’ 
Revd. Donald C Macaskill, BA
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee. 
DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
email: donandmargo@me.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Revd. F Matandika,
203-204 Sixth Street, 
New Westminster, BC, V3L 3A1, 
Canada. 
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040. 
email: pastor@
newwestminsterchapel.org

OUR SCOTTISH CHARITY NO IS:
SC 02313
APC  WEBSITE ADDRESS IS:
WWW.APCHURCHES.ORG


