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There is only one thing that we all should be 
living for, namely, the glory of God! Every 
man or woman should constantly be seeking 
the glory of God in his/her life and in the 
lives of others (family members, friends, 
co-workers and even those people whom we 
do not know). In other words, we must desire 
the glory of God among all the nations of 
the earth! The reason for this is that God 
is so passionate about His glory among the 
nations! There is nothing that God delights 
in more than His own glory!  As John Piper 
puts it, “God is radically God-centered.” 
While we may not fully understand the depth 
of this and all its implications, we must 
receive it as good news! Seeing the glory 
of God and marveling at it is a wonderful 
blessing. Not everybody gets to see the glory 
of God and enjoy all the benefits that come 
with it for “The God of this world has blinded 
the minds of unbelievers to keep them from 
seeing the light of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ…” (see 2 Corinthians 4:4-6).

Therefore, a vision of the glory of God must 
stir up in us the urge to call the nations to 
join us in praising the LORD our God as the 
Psalmist does:

•  Psalm 34:3, “O magnify the LORD with me, 
let us exalt His Name together!”  

•  Psalm 99:5, “Exalt the LORD our God and 
worship at His footstool! Holy is He.”

•  Psalm 107:32, “Let them exalt Him in the 
assembly of the people and praise Him in 
the council of the elders.”

•  Psalm 67:4, “Let the peoples praise You, 
O God; let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy, for You judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. Selah!  
Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You!”

The glory of God among the nations should 
be the utmost desire of everyone who has 
been saved from sin and its punishment 
through the merits of Jesus Christ. the Son of 
the Living God.  The LORD Himself declares, 
“For from the rising of the sun to its setting 
My Name will be great among the nations, 
and in every place incense will be offered to 
My Name, and a pure offering. For My Name 
will be great among the nations, says the 
LORD of hosts” (Malachi 1:11). 

Although we don’t see this yet, we know that 
it will happen because the LORD God has 
decreed it in His Word: “For the earth will be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 
11:9; Habakkuk 2:14). May we plead more 
earnestly with the LORD that He may give 
us a clear vision of Himself in His glory; may 
we long for more of His glory in our lives as 
we go from day to day; and may we therefore 
be moved by the Holy Spirit to pray that His 
glory may fill the whole earth even as the 
waters cover the sea!

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise

The glories of my God and King
The triumph of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim

To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy Name

from thE  EdItor

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING 
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by David Mathis

The tension in the air can feel thick 
enough to cut with a knife. It escalates 
to all-out war in some churches — the 
battle between living local and going 
global. With limited time and resources 
and energy in any given context, it can 
feel like local mission and global missions 
are constantly vying for attention, 
competing articles rather than one 
seamless garment.

On one side, we see the needs around us 
in our city and feel deeply that proximity 
implies responsibility. God has called us 
to live on mission right here in our locale, 
“reached” as it may be, but still very 
needy. So many are lost in this city. On 
the other side, we ache over the world’s 
7,000 unreached peoples and feel deeply 
the summons to send our best and give 
sacrificially and hold the ropes to get the 
gospel to the peoples who otherwise have 
no access to it.

Between Diversified Domestic Ministries 
and Frontier Missions.”
Take heart that the tension’s not new to 
your church, and that God stands ready 
to give a local body resolve together 
about the seamless garment.

Why Global Missions Needs  
Local Mission
Here are three reasons why global 
missions needs local mission — why 
living missionally at home is essential for 
missions to the unreached. The first two 
are from Piper’s 1984 sermon, and the 
third is an expansion from it.

1) Credibility. 
Missional fruit here can produce a 
kind of credibility for global missions 
abroad. Here’s how Piper puts it: 
“The engagement of the church in the 
transformation of its own domestic 
front [local mission] may go a long way 
to creating some credibility for the 
messengers we send to the frontiers 

How do we decide which mission gets our 
best energies?

No New Tension
Granted, there are tough decisions to 
be made about the allocation of finite 
resources and finances and personnel 
— and personal callings — but before 
fleshing out the practicals, it can steady 
our perspective to take a step back, look 
at the bigness and simplicity of Jesus’s 
Great Commission, and be reminded that 
there is one unified Christian mission.
Fresh as a new emphasis on living 
missionally may feel in many contexts, 
this is no new tension between local 
mission and global missions. A 
generation ago, in November of 1984, 
John Piper preached into this tension at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church. The church 
was a year into a major awakening for 
global missions, and the advocates for 
local mission were feeling the pinch. You 
can hear the tension between local and 
global in the title: “The Relationship 

[global missions] with a gospel we say 
is transforming. So domestic ministries 
are a means to the credibility of frontier 
missions.” Such credibility not only 
serves the unreached people who ask 
about the church back home, but also 
the missionaries themselves in dreaming 
about the kind of transformation the 
gospel can bring when it crosses into a 
new people.

2) Resources. 
Local mission provides the resources 
for global mission. And by resources, 
we mean both financial and personnel. 
Again, here’s Piper from 1984: “Domestic 
ministries win new recruits to the cause 
of Christ and give them invaluable 
training.” Without mission at home 
raising up laborers and finances that can 
be sent in support of the global mission, 
the arduous task of disciplemaking will 
not be completed.

fEatUrEd artIClE

the seamless garment
of christian mission

With limited time and 
resources and energy in any 

given context, it can feel 
like local mission and global 

missions are constantly vying 
for attention, competing 
articles rather than one 

seamless garment.



6 7

3) Training. 
This third point is mentioned by Piper, 
but can be developed further. There are 
principles of ministry that should be 
learned in one’s native culture and then 
carefully contextualized to a second (or 
third or fourth) culture. To the degree 
that you don’t learn core principles of 
gospel ministry in your native culture, 
you expose yourself to greater likelihood 
of misjudging particular practices in a 
non-native culture. Thorough training 
as to the shape of Christian theology and 
the basic principles of disciplemaking 
and leading others are invaluable 
in crossing a culture and learning a 
language and trying to learn how to 
navigate the endless line of difficult 
decisions you face in a new cultural 
context.

Why Local Mission Needs Global 
Missions
But it’s not just global missions that 
needs missional living at home. It works 
the other way around as well. Here are 
three reasons why global missions are 
essential to local mission.

1) Authenticity. 
That the good news of Jesus is good 
enough to go global authenticates 
the message of the local mission. It 
authenticates our message when we 
proclaim a gospel locally that is not just 
for people of our city and nation, but for 
every human everywhere.

Put another way, Jesus is no tribal 
deity. He’s not just the God of our own 
tribe, our own tongue, our own people, 
our own nation. He is the God of every 
tribe, tongue, people, and nation and will 
win to himself worshipers from every 
group, and demonstrate his unparalleled 
grandeur in doing so. The human heart 
is too hungry to be satisfied by the god 
of a single people. The human heart 
longs for the God who is there, the God 
who created all peoples (and all things), 
the God who came among us in Jesus, 
and the God who has redeemed us. It is 
the God of the nations to whom we call 
people in local mission, not just the God 
of our little locality.

Global missions authenticates that we 
have something here that’s good enough 
to export.

2) Perspective. 
Missionary discoveries from crossing a 
culture with the gospel should inform 
those of us doing local native-culture 
ministry. We inevitably develop blind 
spots when ministering the gospel among 
our native culture for an extended period. 
The issues that missionaries must 
wrestle with when crossing a culture, 
and seeing the church become native 
in a new culture, should come back and 
challenge the mother church who sent 
them out. The sending church needs the 
help. We desperately need to listen to our 
missionaries — not just to give approval 
or not for their methods and what 
practices they’re promoting or not, but 
to evaluate and reform our own ministry 
practices.

Local mission needs the perspective 
that global missions provides. And as 
the West becomes increasingly post-
Christian, we must listen all the more 
to our missionaries and keep evaluating 
the way we’ve always done things. 
Acquiescing to “That’s not the way we’ve 
always done it” will signal decline in our 
churches, but “I think there’s something 
we can learn here” is the sound of doors 
being opened to new possibilities for 
gospel flourishing.

In general, churches that are listening 
well to their missionaries are learning 
and thus doing better ministry at home.

3) Confirmation. 
Global missions is a first taste of the 
fulfillment of local mission. It is the 
flowering of good local mission. Every 

local ministry should aim at producing, 
sending out, and sustaining cross-
cultural gospel carriers. It’s a sign of 
ministry maturity and health. Sending 
out missionaries doesn’t mean the local 
work is done, by any stretch, but it 
does mean that a mature movement is 
beginning to emerge.

Conversely, it is a sign that something 
is sick, or at least there is significant 
immaturity, when a local church’s 
concern is low for the global advance of 
the gospel. It’s at least a tell that the 
church is insular, if not much worse. 
And on the flip side, when a church is 
engaged with not only local mission, but 
also global missions, it’s a sign of health 
and maturity. It is confirmation that 
work being done locally is sound gospel 
work.

One Lord, One Faith, One Mission
So global missions should not feel 
threatened by local mission, but thrilled 
by it, and local mission should not feel 
threatened by global missions, but 
thrilled by it. Jesus calls his church to 
mission at home and missions among 
every people on the planet. Local mission 
and global missions.

There is one Christian mission. We 
are not to be torn between casting our 
support behind mission among a reached 
people and missions to the unreached. 
Jesus’s mission is one seamless garment 
that covers every nook and cranny of our 
city and every people on the planet.
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by the late Dr. John Stott
Transcribed from a message he preached in California, USA, 

a few years before his death in 2011

What a welcome!  Thank you very much.  
And I thank Pastor Rick Warren for his 
kind words of introduction and welcome - 
and for the privilege of being with you at 
this commissioning this afternoon.

So, our God is a generous God.  Our 
God is a missionary God.  Yet the very 
concept of mission is out of favor in 
today’s pluralistic world.  Pluralism 
is the popular ideology.  It affirms the 
equal validity of every religion.  Whereas 
we Christians insist that Jesus is 
unique!  We believe in the finality, and 
the supremacy and uniqueness of Jesus 
Christ!  We do not speak of Jesus the 
Great!  Alexander the Great!  Napoleon 
the Great!  Charles the Great!  But not 
Jesus the Great!  He is not the Great!  He 
is the Only!  There is nobody like Him.  
He has successors.  and no competitors.  
He is unique!  More than that, as we 
have already been reminded, missions is 
rooted in the nature of a generous God 
Himself.

So, as Rick has told you, my text is the 
whole Bible (chuckles from the crowd) 
though I devoutly hope you will not 
invite me to read it (more chuckles 
from the crowd).  So, let’s take a rapid 
overview of the Bible dividing it into its 
five main sections.

We look first at the OT, then at the 
Gospels, then at the Acts, then at the 
Epistles and finally at the Book of 
Revelation.  And each successive stage is 
a further missionary disclosure.

So, number 1 - the God of the Old 
Testament is a Missionary God.  

True!  He is the God of Israel.  But 
when He called Abraham, He not only 
promised to bless Abraham but to make 
Abraham a blessing to others.  Not only 
to bless his family, but through him 
to bless all the families of the earth.  
So, we who gathered here today, are 
beneficiaries of a promise which God 
made to Abraham 4,000 years ago.

ChrISt-CEntErEd mISSIonS & EvangElISm

god’s heart for the World

Number 2 - the Christ of the Gospels, 
is a Missionary Christ.  

True!  He said that His ministry was 
limited to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.  But that was only a temporary, 
historical limitation.  He added that 
through His death and resurrection 
and ascension, salvation would later be 
offered to the Gentiles to whom He would 
send His people in mission.  

Friends, have you considered this?  Even 
the Gospel of Matthew, which is the 
most Jewish of all four Gospels, makes 
this global perspectives clear. Matthew’s 
Gospel, begins with the visit of the Magi, 
representatives of the nations.  And 
Matthew’s Gospel ends with the Great 
Commission to go into all the world and 
make disciples of the nations.

Number 3, the Holy Spirit of the Acts 
is a Missionary Spirit.  

We watch as we read the Acts, we watch 

enthralled with the Holy Spirit drives the 
church out to bear witness throughout 
the world.  And He drives the church 
from Jerusalem, the capital of Jewelry to 
Rome the capital of the world.

Number 4 - the church of the 
Epistles is a Missionary Church.  

True!  The 21 letters of the NT, all deal 
with the interior life of the Church.  
Its doctrine, its unity, its holiness, its 
worship.  But the NT also assumes that 
the Church is living in the world and is 
reaching out to the world in the Name of 
Christ. 

Number 5 - the climax of the Book of 
Revelation is a Missionary Climax.  

For John sees the redeemed people 
of God standing before the Throne of 
God from every nation and tribe and 
people and language.  So, you see the 
mission of the Church is not going to be 
fruitless.  On the contrary, it will result 

so, our god is a generous 
god. our god is a 

missionary god. yet the 
very concept of mission 

is out of favor in today’s 
pluralistic World. 
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in a huge in-gathering from the nations.  
So vast as to be actually countless!  
Then at last, God’s promise to Abraham 
will be fulfilled completely.  And the 
spiritual descendants of Abraham will 
be as numerous as the stars in the night 
sky and the grains of sand on all the 
seashores of the world.

So, friends, let me recapitulate 
for a moment this rapid, biblical 
overview.  
The God of the OT is a Missionary God.  
He called one family in order to bless 
all the families of the earth.  The Christ 
of the Gospels is a Missionary Christ.  
He commissioned His church to go and 
make disciples.  The Spirit of the Acts 
is a Missionary Spirit for He drove His 
Church out in witness.  The Church of 
the Epistles is a worldwide community.  
And the climax of the Revelation is a 
countless throng from every nation under 
heaven.

So, the religion of the Bible is a 
missionary religion.  
Mission cannot be dismissed as a 
regrettable deviation from religious 
tolerance. It cannot be dismissed as 
the recreation of the a few eccentric 
enthusiasts or fanatics.  No, missions lies 
at the very heart of our generous God.   
The church without mission is a church 
no longer.  Since an essential part of its 
identity is missing.  

So, now listen, some of us need to 
repent.  
If we have allowed the missionary 
dimension of the church to drop out 

of our thinking, we need to repent.  A 
church without mission is a church 
no longer.  And if we have resisted or 
neglected the missionary dimension of 
the church, we must repent.

Now, tell me.  
Do you claim to believe in God?  He is 
a missionary God!  You tell me you are 
committed to Christ?  He is a missionary 
Christ!  You claim to be filled with the 
Spirit?  He is a missionary Spirit!  You 
tell me you belong to the church?  It’s a 
missionary society!  And you hope to go 
to heaven when you die?  It’s a heaven 
into which the fruits of world mission 
have been gathered!  So, we must get 
involved.  We cannot stand aloof from 
the mission of God.  The authentic 
Christianity of the Bible is not a safe, 
smug, selfish, comfortable, escapist, 
little religion.  No, it is an explosive, 
centrifugal force.  It pulls us out from our 
self absorption and it flings us into God’s 
world to witness and to serve.  

One word before I close.  
William Booth, the founder of the 
Salvation Army, was speaking to a huge 
gathering of London Salvationists in 
1885.  And he asked them a question, 
“How wide is the girth of the world?”  
And from the sated ranks of the 
Salvationists came the response, “25,000 
miles!”  Then rolled Booth with his arms 
outstretched, “We must grow until our 
arms get right round about it.”  May God 
make us global Christians because He is 
a Global God! Amen!

We
Rest
Thee

on
We Rest on Thee

1
We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender!

We go not forth alone against the foe;
Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender,

We rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go.

2
Yes, in Thy Name, O Captain of salvation!
In Thy dear Name, all other names above;

Jesus our Righteousness, our sure Foundation,
Our Prince of glory and our King of love.

3
We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling,
And needing more each day Thy grace to know:
Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing,

“We rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go.”

4
We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender!
Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the praise;

When passing through the gates of pearly splendor,
Victors, we rest with Thee, through endless days.
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down by the principles of God’s Kingdom. 
Calling people to this urgent task of 
reaching Europe with the gospel and 
helping them realize that as we reach 
Europe with the gospel, we are truly 
reaching the nations, have become the 
strategic and personal objectives for me 
as well as for Greater Europe Mission 
(GEM). We know as did Esther that 
we have been called “for such a time 
as this,” and we began several years 
ago to position ourselves to respond in 
the quickest and most effective ways 
possible. 

Luke 1:37, on display on the wall in my 
office, reminds us every day that “… 
nothing is impossible with God.” This 
reality began to permeate our thinking 
and guide our decisions, strategies, 
priorities, and prayers four years ago. 
“Immediate, radical obedience” became 
a guiding principle for us, and we know 
that only this type of God-inspired 
obedience is pleasing to Him. We began 
to pray and believe, as a mission family, 
that the incredible movements of God 

seen in the 10/40 Window and in great 
nations such as China, India, and 
Bangladesh can indeed take place among 
the nations of Europe. 

For us, a large part of the battle was 
believing that God was at work in 
Europe and that extraordinary Kingdom 
advances could and would take place 
there. My personal prayers each day 
include asking God for people who are 
humble learners and who are willing to 
do whatever it takes to see the gospel 
spread rapidly across Europe and to the 
nations. 

It became clear that radical new 
strategies were required. Many nations 
are in one location. God has brought 
them to us, and sent us to them. We 
will not look past them. Because of 
these realities we quickly refined and 
sharpened our Vision and Mission 
to focus on the rapid reproduction of 
disciples and churches in Europe. Our 
leadership teams felt that current 
models/methodologies would take far 

by Henry Deneen

Henry L. Deneen has served as 
President of Greater Europe Mission 
since September 1, 2007.  Henry 
has experience as a trial attorney, 
Municipal Judge, and Chief Legal 
Counsel for Governor David M. 
Beasley, South Carolina. In more 
recent years, he lived with his wife 
and four children in France to focus 
more intently on a closed country in 
North Africa as a strategy leader. He 
is now based in Colorado Springs. 
Go to www.gemission.org to learn 
more about their new emphasis on 
Discipleship Multiplication Training 
and how you can be involved. 

As I watch the landscape of Europe 
and see the economic, political, social, 
and religious upheaval all across that 
great continent, I am reminded of God’s 
promise in John 16:33: “These things 
I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation, but take courage; 

I have overcome the world.” Europe 
is experiencing a “perfect storm” of 
negativity, defeat, destruction, and 
seemingly, a total disregard for the 
things of God. What better place can a 
follower of Christ invest his or her life 
than in the midst of this chaos? We see 
churches becoming museums, rock-
climbing businesses, and restaurants. 
We see the peoples of Europe losing 
faith in authority and institutions and 
feeling overwhelmed by the incredible 
numbers of immigrants streaming into 
Europe from all across the globe. We see 
economies collapsing. 

Walking the streets of London two years 
ago I observed the highly-energetic, 
focused, driven people in the arts, media, 
business, and politics, and realized that 
it is going to take specially-trained and 
gifted people who believe in the urgent 
message of the gospel, to help transform 
the spiritual landscape of Europe and 
see peoples and nations turned upside-

ChrISt-CEntErEd mISSIonS & EvangElISm
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catalytic leaders from outside North 
America and the results have been 
incredibly positive. The Englishman 
leading our UK initiatives mobilized 361 
people from many different churches 
and organizations to work in London 
during the Olympics this summer, and is 
working to catalyze rapid Discipleship- 
and Church-Planting Movements 
throughout the U.K. A businessman 
from Texas has moved to a port city to 
work among immigrants and is building 
his team. One hundred fifty volunteers 
joined him this summer, and they saw 
41 immigrants give their lives to Christ, 
15 of whom were baptized in the Sea! 
We celebrated with our first-ever team 
from Malawi, Nigeria, and South Africa, 
as they led 17 to Christ in London! 
These leaders are calling others to the 
tasks of reaching these great cities for 
Christ and are showing a God-inspired 
ability to take risks, mobilize effectively, 
pilot, learn, and partner with many in 
Europe. Catalytic leaders are a major 
thrust of our vision to see Discipleship-
and Church-Planting Movements in 50 
major cities in Europe and North Africa 
over the next five years. In November, I’ll 
be joining a group of businessmen and 
pastors from Iowa who are committing to 
catalyze work in Barcelona. In October, 
I met with a church outside New York 
City that has committed to catalyze work 
in two Balkan countries. God is leading 
churches and teams to focus on strategic 
cities and engage as a church family with 
prayer, people, strategies, and resources.  

One of the major training and 
mobilization tools we are using is DMT 

(Discipleship Multiplication Training). 
So far this year, we have held training 
events in Dublin, Ireland; Houston; 
Denver; Kiev, Ukraine; and Prague, 
Czech. We thank our colleagues Steve 
Smith and Ying Kai for leading this 
training and pointing so many toward 
biblical reproduction principles. (Pick 
up their book, T4T: A Discipleship Re-
Revolution. See the inside back cover of 
this issue for more details.) 

Many GEM workers, church partners, 
and national believers are responding, 
and the results have been amazing. One 
French pastor who attended the Dublin 
training said with tears in his eyes that 
he would love to see rapid reproduction 
become a reality in his community. 
Coaching and accountability follows 
the training for all attendees. We are 
seeing churches and individuals catch 
the vision and then respond by praying 
and going. This is taking place, we 
believe, because of the focus on prayer, 
major cities, catalyzing Discipleship- and 
Church-Planting Movements, high-
energy training, and, most of all, the 
movement of God’s Spirit. We are seeing 
GEM’s highest number of appointees 
ever; hundreds coming to Christ across 
Europe and being baptized; and churches 
being planted and some reproducing, 
rapidly, to the fourth generation. Our 
GEM family has instituted monthly 
accountability which helps us encourage 
and come alongside each other. We also 
instituted quarterly metrics in 2011 
which have been a great blessing for 
our GEM family, our prayer partners, 
financial investors, and those who have 

too long to impact all of Europe with the 
gospel, much less the nations beyond 
Europe. We knew that our leadership 
structure needed to be flattened; our 
leaders needed to be fully empowered; 
our Vision/Mission needed to be 
singularly focused; all in our Mission 
family should be constantly updating our 
skills, both professional and personal, 
in light of the task before us; and that 
we needed to work closely with churches 
to develop church-based teams as a 
necessary element in seeing all peoples 
of Europe reached for Christ. We also 
knew, most importantly, that prayer had 
to occupy the premier place in all of our 
plans. 

Meeting for prayer, fasting and praying 
on the first Monday of each month, 
establishing our prayer website (www.
pray4gem.com), and seeking to practice 
the presence of God each day have 
been vital for our growth as followers 
of Christ, as well as in seeing much 
progress toward achieving our Vision/
Mission. 

Prayer led us to the realization that 
Europe is not only strategically 
positioned to impact the world through 
economics and politics, but is a new 
home for peoples coming from all 
nations. Standing in the Frankfurt 
airport, for example, and seeing flights 
to and from many nations affirmed my 
belief that as we reach Europe with 
the gospel, the nations will be reached 

as well. We have learned that 80% of 
all immigrants entering the European 
Union come through Athens, Greece, 
making it a very strategic portal with 
global reach. Immigrants who have 
come to faith in cities across Europe are 
immediately sharing their faith with 
those from their home countries and 
others who are similarly-situated. They 
are clustering together for a sense of 
community and belonging in countries 
that are not their own. This enables us 
to reach segments of populations, such 
as Iraqis, Afghans, and Indonesians, 
in clearly-identified areas. We also 
came to realize, through prayer, the 
vital role that cities play in the lives 
of those in Europe and beyond. We are 
discovering the diversity of peoples and 
occupations in the great cities of Europe, 
as well as the many domains that exist: 
government, economics, science, church, 
family, education, communication arts, 
and entertainment. We began to call 
workers, based on their giftings and life 
experience, to move to a city and seek to 
influence one or more of these domains. 
Only as we saturate these domains with 
the gospel will all peoples be exposed 
to the truths of Jesus and have an 
opportunity to respond. 

We are asking God for catalytic leaders, 
people who can build a team around 
themselves and catalyze Discipleship-
and Church-Planting Movements in the 
cities of Europe. In June, 2010, our Board 
voted to allow non-North Americans to 
join our Mission family, which was a 
much-needed strategic step forward. We 
began to pray for, search for, and find 

ImmIgratIon EUroPE grEatEr EUroPEan mISSIon 
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a heart for Europe. These are indeed 
thrilling days. The power of God’s Holy 
Spirit is blowing across Europe, and His 
presence is clearly evident in the lives of 
many whose hearts have been given to 
Him.

These steps have not been pain-free. 
Change can be difficult and stressful 
for people and an organization, and we 
have not been an exception. We began 
to implement our new Vision/Mission 
in the Spring of 2008, just before the 
financial crisis hit. Some believe there is 
an implication that the new directions 
diminish the value of their ministry. 
Nothing could be further from the truth, 
but communicating that reality has been 
difficult. We have learned that constant 
communication at all levels of leadership 
is mandatory, and trying to engender 
discussion rather than mandates has 
been our goal. Some feel that we are 
moving away from GEM’s historical roots 
of seminary training. Our founder, Bob 
Evans, started GEM with a view toward 
training and equipping Europeans to 
plant churches and advance the cause of 
Christ throughout Europe. This vision is 
the same for us today. Some believe that 
leadership is saying that there is only 
one method of reaching people for Christ 
and fulfilling our Vision/Mission. While 
we have sought to embrace multiple 
methodologies and partnerships, this 
belief persists. We are working hard to 
help our GEM family work through this 
corporate and personal pain.  As we look 
back on these four years of transition, 
we have learned a great deal that can be 
commended to others who are seeking to 

implement change with a vision for the 
future. As we are people of courage we 
can lean hard on God’s promises and hold 
on to the vision He has given us. 

As we are growing personally and 
spiritually we will love people and let 
them know it, take chances on people, 
and not settle for mediocrity. We must 
always encourage and be open to giving 
and receiving feedback from colleagues 
throughout our organizations. We must 
always look to the future and most 
importantly live and lead with a sense of 
urgency about the advancement of God’s 
Kingdom. We must constantly retool 
in light of what Europe’s immigrant 
future demands and engage in radical 
obedience by leaning into God’s promises. 
The kingdom of darkness is alive and 
well, but cannot stand before God’s 
people and the power of His strong right 
hand. Perhaps in reading this article 
you feel a sense that God is calling you 
to something bigger than what you are 
engaged in today. As I stood on a beach 
in Tunisia in 2000, where St. Augustine 
used to preach, I was convicted by God 
that, for the first time in my life, as I 
considered working among Muslims in 
North Africa, I was being called to a task 
that only He could accomplish. This did 
not depend on me, my life experiences, or 
my gifting. For the work to be done, God 
had to do it. That’s exactly where all of 
us should want to be as we consider this 
incredible adventure of following God’s 
plan for our lives. May we honor Him 
by taking leaps of faith and seeing God 
direct and move as only He can. 
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APC Mission BoArd

To be Biblical, the people of the church must be 

mission-minded. The mandate given us by Jesus is that 

we deliver the message of grace to all nations. The APC, 

though small, has always had evangelism as a central 

part of its activities. These have included ministries 

initiated from within, but also activities in cooperation 

with other churches and agencies, to minister the Gospel.  

Recently a Mission Board was formed with the aim of 

encouraging more mission effort, in Britain and in other 

countries. We wish to strengthen interest in congregations 

to become more closely allied with churches around the 

world, for prayer, encouragement to Bible Study, support 

of missionaries, and for whatever other practical help 

is needed. “The only way the corporate Body of Christ 

will fulfil the mission Christ has given it, is for individual 

Christians to have a vision for fulfilling that mission 

personally” (David Jeremiah).

At a recent meeting the Board adopted this Mission 

Statement: “The goal of the Missions Board is to advance 

the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, both at home and abroad, 

using whatever Biblical means are available by the grace 

of God.” Hopefully, as the vision increases and the work 

grows, future issues of the APC News will update readers 

on what is happening in this area of our church’s life. 

Meanwhile, the Mission Board calls for your prayerful 

interest and support.  

Rev. Dr. Malcolm MacInnes

Clerk, APC Missions Board
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in which the Gospel is presented-or rather 
perverted-by most of the “evangelists,” 
and the more so when we look at the lives 
of their “converts.” Surely those with any 
degree of spiritual discernment must 
perceive that to assure such that God 
loves them and His Son died for them, and 
that a full pardon for all their sins (past, 
present, and future) can be obtained by 
simply “accepting Christ as their personal 
Savior,” is but a casting of pearls before 
swine.

The Gospel is not a thing apart. It is 
not something independent of the prior 
revelation of God’s Law. It is not an 
announcement that God has relaxed 
His justice or lowered the standard of 
His holiness. So far from that, when 
Scripturally expounded the Gospel 
presents the clearest demonstration and 
the climacteric proof of the inexorableness 
of God’s justice and of His infinite 
abhorrence of sin. But for Scripturally 
expounding the Gospel, beardless youths 
and business men who devote their spare 
time to “evangelistic effort” are quite 
unqualified. Alas that the pride of the 
flesh suffers so many incompetent ones 
to rush in where those much wiser fear 
to tread. It is this multiplying of novices 
that is largely responsible for the woeful 
situation now confronting us, and because 
the “churches” and “assemblies” are 
so largely filled with their “converts”, 
explains why they are so unspiritual and 
worldly.

No, my reader, the Gospel is very, very 
far from making light of sin. The Gospel 
shows us how unsparingly God deals with 
sin. It reveals to us the terrible sword of 
His justice smiting His beloved Son in 
order that atonement might be made for 
the transgressions of His people. So far 
from the Gospel setting aside the Law, it 
exhibits the Savior enduring the curse of 
it. Calvary supplied the most solemn and 
awe inspiring display of God’s hatred of 
sin that time or eternity will ever furnish. 
And do you imagine that the Gospel is 
magnified or God glorified by going to 
worldlings and telling them that they 
“may be saved at this moment by simply 
accepting Christ as their personal Savior” 
while they are wedded to their idols and 
their hearts still in love with sin? If I do 
so, I tell them a lie, pervert the Gospel, 
insult Christ, and turn the grace of God 
into lasciviousness.

The terms of Christ’s salvation are 
erroneously stated by the present-day 
evangelist. With very rare exceptions he 
tells his hearers that salvation is by grace 
and is received as a free gift; that Christ 
has done everything for the sinner, and 
nothing remains but for him to “believe” - 
to trust in the infinite merits of His blood. 
And so widely does this conception now 
prevail in “orthodox” circles, so frequently 
has it been dinned in their ears, so deeply 
has it taken root in their minds, that for 
one to now challenge it and denounce 
it as being so inadequate and one-sided 
as to be deceptive and erroneous, is for 

by Arthur W. Pink

“There is a way which seemeth right unto 

a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 

death.” (Proverbs 14:12)

 
If modern “evangelism” be weighed in the 
balances of Holy Writ, it will be found 
wanting - lacking that which is vital to 
a genuine conversion, lacking what is 
essential if sinners are to be shown their 
need of a Savior, lacking that which will 
produce the transfigured lives of new 
creatures in Christ Jesus.

The “evangelism” of the day is not only 
superficial to the last degree, but it is 
radically defective. It is utterly lacking 
a foundation on which to base an appeal 
for sinners to come to Christ. There is 
not only a lamentable lack of proportion 
(the mercy of God being made far more 
prominent than His holiness, His love 
than His wrath), but there is a fatal 
omission of that which God has given for 
the purpose of imparting a knowledge 
of sin. There is not only a reprehensible 
introducing of “bright singing,” humorous 

witticisms and entertaining anecdotes, 
but there is a studied omission of the dark 
background upon which alone the Gospel 
can effectually shine forth.

Those who really receive the “message” 
which is now being given out from most 
of the “orthodox” pulpits and platforms 
today, are being fatally deceived. It is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but unless God sovereignly intervenes by 
a miracle of grace, all who follow it will 
surely find that the ends thereof are the 
ways of death. Tens of thousands who 
confidently imagine they are bound for 
Heaven, will get a terrible disillusionment 
when they awake in Hell.

What is the Gospel? Is it a message of 
glad tidings from Heaven to make God-
defying rebels at ease in their wickedness? 
Is it given for the purpose of assuring 
the pleasure-crazy young people that, 
providing they only “believe” there is 
nothing for them to fear in the future? 
One would certainly think so from the way 
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It is in His office of Lord that Christ 
maintains God’s honor, subserves His 
government, enforces His Law; and if 
the reader will turn to those passages 
- Luke 1:46,47; Acts 5:31; 2 Peter 1:11, 
2:20, 3:18 - where the two titles occur, 
he will find that it is always “Lord and 
Savior,” and not “Savior and Lord.” 
Therefore, those who have not bowed to 
Christ’s sceptre and enthroned Him in 
their hearts and lives, and yet imagine 
that they are trusting in Him as their 
Savior, are deceived, and unless God 
disillusions them they will go down to 
the everlasting burnings with a lie in 
their right hand (Isaiah 44:20). Christ is 
“the Author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey Him” Hebrews 5:9, but 
the attitude of those who submit not to 
His Lordship is “we will not have this 
Man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14). Pause 
then, my reader, and honestly face the 
question: are you subject to His will, are 
you sincerely endeavouring to keep His 
commandments?

Alas, alas, God’s “way of salvation” is 
almost entirely unknown today, the 
nature of Christ’s salvation is almost 
universally misunderstood, and the terms 
of His salvation misrepresented on every 
hand. The “Gospel” which is now being 
proclaimed is, in nine cases out of every 
ten, but a perversion of the Truth, and 
tens of thousands, assured they are bound 
for Heaven, are now hastening to Hell, as 
fast as time can take them. Things are far, 
far worse in Christendom than even the 
“pessimist” and the “alarmist” suppose. 
We are not a prophet, nor shall we indulge 
in any speculation of what Biblical 

prophecy forecasts-wiser men than the 
writer have often made fools of themselves 
by so doing. We are frank to say that we 
know not what God is about to do. . . . 
But this we greatly fear: unless God is 
pleased to grant a real revival, it will not 
be long ere “the darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people” 
(Isaiah 60:2), for the light of the true 
Gospel is rapidly disappearing. Modern 
“evangelism” constitutes, in our judgment, 
the most solemn of all the “signs of the 
times.”

What must the people of God do in view 
of the existing situation? Ephesians 5:11 
supplies the Divine answer: “Have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them,” and 
everything opposed to the light of the 
Word is “darkness.” It is the bounden duty 
of every Christian to have no dealings 
with the “evangelistic” monstrosity of the 
day: to withhold all moral and financial 
support of the same, to attend none of 
their meetings, to circulate none of their 
tracts. Those preachers who tell sinners 
they may be saved without forsaking 
their idols, without repenting, without 
surrendering to the Lordship of Christ are 
as erroneous and dangerous as others who 
insist that salvation is by works and that 
Heaven must be earned by our own efforts.

Arthur W. Pink 
(1886 – 1952)

him to instantly court the stigma of 
being a heretic, and to be charged with 
dishonoring the finished work of Christ by 
inculcating salvation by works.

Salvation is by grace, by grace alone, 
for a fallen creature cannot possibly do 
anything to merit God’s approval or earn 
His favor. Nevertheless, Divine grace is 
not exercised at the expense of holiness, 
for it never compromises with sin. It is 
also true that salvation is a free gift, 
but an empty hand must receive it, and 
not a hand which still tightly grasps the 
world! But it is not true that “Christ has 
done every thing for the sinner.” He did 
not fill His belly with the husks which 
the swine eat and find them unable to 
satisfy. He has not turned his back on the 
far country, arisen, gone to the Father, 
and acknowledged his sins -- those are 
acts which the sinner himself must 
perform. True, he will not be saved for 
the performance of them, yet it is equally 
true that he cannot be saved without the 
performing of them-any more than the 
prodigal could receive the Father’s kiss 
and ring while he still remained at a 
guilty distance from Him!

Something more than “believing” is 
necessary to salvation. A heart that 
is steeled in rebellion against God 
cannot savingly believe: it must first be 
broken. It is written “except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).  
Repentance is just as essential as faith, 
yea, the latter cannot be without the 
former: “Ye...repented not afterward 
that ye might believe him “ (Matthew 

21:32). The order is clearly enough laid 
down by Christ: “Repent ye, and believe 
the Gospel”(Mark 1:15).  Repentance is 
sorrowing for sin. Repentance is a heart-
repudiation of sin. Repentance is a heart 
determination to forsake sin. And where 
there is true repentance grace is free to 
act, for the requirements of holiness are 
conserved when sin is renounced.  Thus, 
it is the duty of the evangelist to cry 
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lord (from whom 
he departed in Adam), and He will have 
mercy upon him” (Isaiah 55:7) His task 
is to call on his hearers to lay down the 
weapons of their warfare against God, and 
then to sue for mercy through Christ.

The way of salvation is falsely defined. In 
most instances the modern “evangelist” 
assures his congregation that all any 
sinner has to do in order to escape Hell 
and make sure of Heaven is to “receive 
Christ as his personal Savior.” But such 
teaching is utterly misleading. No one 
can receive Christ as his Savior while 
he rejects Him as Lord. It is true the 
preacher adds that the one who accepts 
Christ should also surrender to Him as 
Lord, but he at once spoils it by asserting 
that though the convert fails to do so, 
nevertheless Heaven is sure to him. That 
is one of the Devil’s lies. Only those who 
are spiritually blind would declare that 
Christ will save any who despise His 
authority and refuse His yoke: why, my 
reader, that would not be grace but a 
disgrace - charging Christ with placing a 
premium on lawlessness.
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if one wants to seek God, and a pure 
and true religion, then one must look 
at the differences. I have studied the 
world religions and I have found some 
unique and important differences in 
Christianity.

First, and of primary importance, we 
must consider the person of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is the only leader within 
the world’s religions who claimed to be 
God Himself. Mohammed did not claim 
to be God nor do Muslims worship him 
as God. Buddha did not claim to be God. 
Now, it is easy to claim to be God, but the 
historical record of Christ as contained 
in the Bible gives objective evidence 
confirming that what Jesus claimed was 
indeed true.

Secondly, Christianity offers eternal 
life and forgiveness of sins freely, the 
gift of God. One doesn’t have to work off 

his sins, nor try to earn salvation. The 
message of Christianity is in this sense 
unique. God Himself took on human 
form in the person of Jesus Christ. He 
died a substitute death, a death that 
we deserved because of our sin. He rose 
from the dead, demonstrating His power 
over death. All who turn from their sin, 
trusting in Jesus, receive forgiveness 
of sin and the free gift of eternal life. 
No other religion makes such claims. I 
encourage you to find a New Testament 
and read the gospel accounts of this 
unique life.
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there are many similarities—a 
moral code, a notable leader, 
a holy book, prayer, religious 

ceremonies, a method of 
obtaining paradise, and such. 
but if one Wants to seek god, 
and a pure and true religion, 

then one must look at the 
differences.

by Bill Busshaus

I remember being asked this 
question by a foreign student 
from Cameroon, Africa. He 
was studying English here in 
America. He not only posed the 
question, but also proceeded 
to answer his own question by 
identifying the similarities of 
various religions. 

When he was finished, I asked him if he 
was going to buy a car during his stay 
in the states. He told me that he had no 
plans to buy a car, and looked rather 
confused about the question.

I next asked the student, “If you had 
30,000 dollars and were buying a car 
what would you get?” He told me he 
would like to get a good used Mercedes 
Benz. I then offered him a1972 Ford 

Pinto for the same price, stating, “Aren’t 
all cars basically the same?” Before 
he could answer, I expounded the 
similarities between the Mercedes Benz 
and the ‘72 Pinto. The Mercedes has four 
wheels; the Pinto has four wheels. The 
Mercedes has a transmission; the Pinto 
also has a transmission. The Mercedes 
has a radiator, and so does the Pinto. 
I went on and on comparing the basic 
similarities of the two automobiles.

The issue became clear. When we shop 
for cars, we do not compare similarities 
but differences. We are willing to pay 
more for the Mercedes not because it 
is similar to all other cars, but rather 
because it is vastly different. The same 
is true when evaluating religions. 
There are many similarities—a moral 
code, a notable leader, a holy book, 
prayer, religious ceremonies, a method 
of obtaining paradise, and such. But 

ChrISt-CEntErEd mISSIonS & EvangElISm

aren’t all religions basically 
the same?



2 4 2 5

cannot adequately cope with the flood 
of refugees - approximately 1,000 per 
day - coming into the north of Jordan.  
80,000 refugees are in one camp -  150 
sharing one bathroom, 120 sharing a 
kitchen.  The water supply is unreliable 
and the disease threat is prevalent.  We 
met Isam, a bookshop owner, a native 
Jordanian, who is trying to do something 
in the face of this challenge.  He is 
collecting food, blankets, and clothes.  He 
reminded us of Blythswood and their 
ministry. Isam goes regularly to one of 
the refugee camps with a lorry load, even 
although he realises this is just a drop in 
the ocean.

We met with Ophir Publishing in 
Amman, a six floor office in a central 
building, producing excellent books in 
Arabic.  They have done a number of 
our titles and are a very professional 
outfit.  Amman is a busy, noisy city with 

uneven pavements and chaotic transport.  
Thankfully, the taxis were very readily 
available for very little cost.  The drone 
of the call to worship from the Mosque 
was heard frequently and hauntingly 
across the city.  The Christian church is 
operating there too.  William, translated 
by Sinan into Arabic, preached in 
a small, welcoming congregation of 
approximately 100 people.  We were 
introduced to Ahmed (not his real name), 
converted four years ago.  He was bright 
and happy but we later learned more 
of his story. He was beaten up and 
left half dead by his wife’s family, he 
was persecuted by his neighbours and 
finally, officially separated from his wife 
by the courts the day we met him.  He 
was content and thanking the Lord for 
sustaining grace even in his trouble.  

There were a couple of days sightseeing 
in Jordan – a walk into the city of Petra; 

by William & Carine Mackenzie

Travelling to other parts of the 
world is always encouraging, 
particularly when we realise 
how diverse God’s family is 
and how His Word is working 
in difficult and even dangerous 
situations.  

On a recent trip to Cyprus, Jordan and 
Israel we met with a whole variety of 
believers who are working for the Lord 
Jesus in challenging situations.  In 
Cyprus, we, along with our daughter 
Catherine, attended the John Calvin 
Centre Church where Victor Atallah 
and his wife have carried on a long 
ministry and continue to meet with 
encouragement.  There were 50 or 
so Iranian asylum seekers in the 
congregation that morning.  Their 
singing was wonderful.  The rest of 
our time in Cyprus was spent with 
Christian leaders from a whole range of 
Muslim countries.  They were there from 

Guyana to Malaysia, including many 
Asian countries and some of the former 
USSR states.  We heard thrilling stories, 
depressing stories but the constant 
thread was that God is sovereign and 
His Word is always working.  Some 
of the brothers and sisters in Muslim 
communities spoke of how they fulfilled 
compassionate concern for individuals.  
It was evident that they had utter 
confidence in the Lord Jesus.  We heard 
of individuals coming to Christ, and we 
heard of the growing church in Iran.

Then onto Jordan – this Arabic 
speaking, primarily Muslim country 
with a population slightly more than 
Scotland, ruled by King Abdullah, whose 
picture features everywhere across the 
country.  Interestingly enough, there is 
a commitment to have nine Christians 
in the Parliament in Jordan.  However, 
the fact that countries in turmoil 
are close-by poses an ever-present 
threat.  Syria is just next door.  Jordan 
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to Christ in their early married life in a 
most remarkable way.  They now work in 
publishing, mainly for children, and are 
youth workers in their church.  Sinclair 
Ferguson’s Big Book of Questions and 
Answers had been translated into 
Hebrew by Orit.  They publish a monthly 
magazine which is distributed amongst 
the hundred or so evangelical groups 
in Israel with a particular focus on the 
needs of the children.

William led an extended seminar in 
another publishing company, HaGefen 
which is run by David Zadok. This is 
supported by CWI and has produced a 
good number of adult books for many 
years. Their challenges of the size of 
the market and changing technology 
are similar to ours in the west, but they 
have the added difficulty of opposition 
from orthodox authorities. A new 
church building is almost completed, 
probably one of the most beautiful church 
buildings we have ever seen – lovely 
marble floors and beautiful light and 
architecture. At present, the church 
meets in a small room in the publishers’ 
office and was crowded to overflowing.  
William spoke at the church service on 
“A greater than Jonah is here” and was 
simultaneously translated into Hebrew 
and Russian.  This is because a large part 
of the congregation are of Russian origin.  

Our friend Eitan took us into the valley 
of Elah, which is not a tourist site.  This 
is where David fought Goliath.  We stood 
on the hill Socoh and looked out over the 
valley.  We could see Gath where Goliath 
was from.  It was interesting to sail on a 

little boat out of Joppa, now called Jaffa, 
and think of how Jonah ran away from his 
responsibilities and how our Lord Jesus 
carried out the will of the Father for us.

Our last stop was Jerusalem - a large, 
modern vibrant city surrounding the 
historical walled Old City on top of the 
hill.  The Christian guest house we stayed 
in was just inside the Jaffa Gate.  It had 
wonderful parking for our car but we were 
able to walk to most of the sites that we 
wanted to see.  There was the bustle of 
traders, there were the Muslims calling to 
worship, and the Orthodox Jews streaming 
to the Western Wall.  We attended a lovely 
evangelical service in the Anglican Christ 
Church in the old city.  It was remarkable 
to discover how many connections there 
were with individuals who were present 
there, all because of our union with the 
Lord Jesus.  We visited four Christian 
bookshops operating in Jerusalem, which 
are facing similar problems to Christian 
bookshops around the world these days 
– finance, the secular culture, and the 
impact of the internet.  However, they 
were faithfully seeking to reach people 
with the Good News of the Christ of 
Jerusalem.

We visited the Garden Tomb and then 
took a bus trip to the top of the Mount of 
Olives.  A walk down through the Garden 
of Gethsemane and on into the city was a 
further reminder of the amazing story that 
we should never forget and that we can 
enjoy today wherever we are and whatever 
our circumstances, remembering that the 
Lord of Calvary is the Lord of the universe 
and is always everywhere present.

a rather embarrassing float on the Dead 
Sea; watching disabled women making 
mosaics that take months to complete.  
The Jordan river baptism site seemed 
very authentic although the river seemed 
much drier and narrower than it once 
was.  The top of Mount Nebo and the 
Pisgah view which Moses had was 
remarkable.

The border crossing over the River 
Jordan had very tight security - bag 
search, every book examined, questions 
asked, but we made it safely through and 
hired a car in Tiberias.  The delightful 
Christian guesthouse with a view of 
the peaceful of the Sea of Galilee was 
spectacular.  To visit Capernaum, 
Caesarea Philippi, Nazareth, Nain, 
Mount Tabor, Bethsaida, and Mount 
Hermon brought the stories connected 
with these places into sharper focus.  
How thrilling it was to sail on the Sea of 
Galilee and sit at the seaside watching 
the fishing boat at work, a little offshore.  

As we read the Scripture passages 
together in these places, we were 
thankful; how wonderful it is that the 
best place and time and way to meet with 
the Lord Jesus is in His Word wherever 
we are.

A four-hour-drive took us down to the 
Ashdod area, where we were connecting 
with two publishing companies who have 
worked with us.  Wonderful, homely, 
practical hospitality was afforded to 
us.  We became aware of the particular 
stresses they have in living so near the 
Gaza strip.  In November, 1500 scud 
missiles were directed at the area in 
which we were staying.  Each home 
had a bomb shelter where they go when 
the sirens sound.  Eitan and Orit have 
four children, one still at school, the 
other three in the military.  Orit said, 
“We are safe enough here in the bomb 
shelter but I worry about the children 
on the battle front.”  Eitan and Orit 
were converted from orthodox Judaism 
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preached on a weekly basis. He desperately 
desired to see lives changed, yet in his 
ministry witnessed not a single conversion. 
While this often left him discouraged, 
he took refuge in knowing that he had 
preached the gospel and left the listener 
without excuse. After his death, it was 
discovered that several people were 
converted through his ministry, and we 
can only wait until eternity to discover 
how many were saved by the reading of the 
Scriptures he translated.

Throughout his ministry, Martyn suffered 
from poor health and often terrible 
loneliness. He desperately loved a woman 
he had left behind in England and often 
wished that he had been able to marry 
her and enjoy her companionship. Yet he 
labored on, finding his joy and strength in 
the Lord.

Thomas Babbington Macaulay 
memorialized Martyn as follows:

Here Martyn lies. In Manhood’s early bloom 
The Christian Hero finds a  

Pagan tomb. 
Religion, sorrowing o’er her  

favourite son, 
Points to the glorious trophies  

that he won. 
Eternal trophies! not with  

carnage red, 
Not stained with tears by hapless captives 

shed, 
But trophies of the Cross!  

for that dear name, 
Through every form of danger, death, and 

shame, 
Onward he journeyed to a  

happier shore, 
Where danger, death, and  
shame assault no more.

It is fitting, perhaps, that the grave of 
Henry Martyn, a man who chose to live and 
die in obscurity, is nowhere to be found. 
The graveyard where he was laid to rest 
in Tokat has long since been destroyed in 
order to make way for building projects. 
Yet if one ventures to a nearby museum 
he will find the memorial stone that was 
erected over his grave many years after his 
death. The name has been defaced, but the 
inscription is still legible:

Chaplain of the Hon. East India Company, 
Born at Truro, England,  

February 18, 1781, 
Died at Tokat, October 16, 1812. 

He laboured for many years in the East, 
striving to 

Benefit mankind both in this work and that 
to come. 

He translated the Holy Scriptures into 
Hindustani 

And Persian, 
And preached the God and Savior of whom 

they testify. 
He will long be remembered in the East, 

where he was 
Known as a man of God.

Henry Martyn is an inspiring figure who 
often reminded me of David Brainerd in 
his dedication, honesty, transparency and 
sacrifice. Like Brainerd, he made a lasting, 
eternal impact in only a few short years. I 
thoroughly enjoyed reading For the Love of 
India and eagerly commend it to you.

Tim Challies is a pastor at GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

in Toronto, Ontario.  He also edits DISCERNING READER 

and is  a co-founder of CRUCIFORM PRESS.  He is married 

to Aileen and is a father to three young children.  He blogs at:  

www.challies.com.

In the summer of 1805, a young man set 
sail on the long, perilous journey to India. 
He left friends, family and prospects 
behind in order to serve as a missionary 
in a foreign land. Already suffering from 
tuberculosis, the disease that had claimed 
the life of his mother and would soon 
also claim his two sisters, he forsook the 
prospects of a comfortable life as a minister 
or scholar and traveled to the far side of the 
world. He did so for the love of India, for 
the love of the gospel and ultimately for the 
love of God.

Henry Martyn was a brilliant scholar 
who studied at Cambridge and won the 

coveted title of Senior Wrangler, which was 
bestowed upon the student who won the 
Cambridge University annual mathematics 
problem-solving competition, and was 
thus recognized as the University’s best 
undergraduate mathematician. While he 
was a brilliant mathematician, he also 
had a natural proclivity for languages. 
After his conversion as a young man, his 
mentor Charles Simeon encouraged him to 
abandon his intention of becoming a lawyer 
and to dedicate his life to serving God as 
a missionary. Martyn was subsequently 
ordained in the Church of England and 
traveled to India as a chaplain of the East 
India Company. He was to live only six 
years after arriving in India, but in that 
time he produced an incredible body of 
work. He translated the New Testament, 
the Anglican Prayer Book and the Anglican 
Marriage Service into Hindustani; he 
translated the parables for use in his 
schools; he also ensured that the Persian 
translation of the New Testament was the 
finest possible, translated the Psalms in 
Persian and oversaw the translation of the 
Arabic New Testament. This translations 
were ultimately printed and distributed in 
the tens of thousands.

While he is remembered primarily as a 
translator, Martyn was also a pastor and 
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the Zambesi River, east of Whange.  
Jonathan Shana told us that he had 
begun to reduce the spoken language to 
writing and had translated the Gospel 
by Mark into Nambya. The Rhodesian 
Bible Society had printed a small number 
of copies but they were unable to give 
further help as they were prioritising 
work with larger language groups. With 
support from the Trinitarian Bible 
Society and others, a complete New 
Testament was produced in the language 
of this small tribe and an adult literacy 
programme began.

Another contact from the 1960’s 
became a key member of the team.  Mr. 
Zororai Mazvabo had attended the 
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland’s 
John Tallach Secondary School at 
Ingwenya Mission. At first he was mostly 
involved in translating tracts into the 
Shona language. Later, Mr. Mazvabo 

and others trained as Adult Literacy 
Teachers using the Laubach method of 
teaching developed by an evangelical 
missionary, Dr. Frank Charles Laubach.  
The material used Scripture to teach 
reading and writing.  Some students in 
the program were able to read a gospel 
within six months.

Two Dutch colleagues, Annie Korporaal 
and Riet Verboom, also did extensive 
work with children, teaching groups 
under a tree after school. Lessons, a 
board, a ballpoint pen and a sheet of 
questions were handed out. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mazvabo corrected many hundreds of 
papers of the Scripture Lessons, which 
were provided by the Christian Heritage 
Organisation in Grand Rapids, USA.

Ms. Verboom got to know a Tonga 
girl with tuberculosis from the far-
away Zambezi valley. Mukuyu was 

by Jan van Woerden

In 1963 my wife Margaret 
and I were working at Mbuma 
Mission Hospital, Zimbabwe, 
under the auspices of the 
Free Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland.  However, we were 
developing an interest in tribes 
in more remote parts of the 
country and visited the Tonga 
people in the Zambezi valley. 

The people there had no schools, next 
to no clothing and no Gospel witness 
among them. This visit led to a growing 
awareness that there were other needy 
areas in Zimbabwe and in 1968, with 
the help of Mrs. M.A. Mijnders-van 
Woerden, a new mission organisation 
was formed called Ebenezer Scripture 
Mission. At that time, during financial 
uncertainties, Mrs. Mijnders slipped a 
piece of paper into my pocket on which 
she had scribbled the text of Luke 22:35: 
”When I (the Lord Jesus) sent you out 

without purse and scrip and shoes, 
lacked ye anything?” And they answered: 
“Nothing.”  I still have that piece of paper 
and over the years I have several times 
written around that text: “Still True 
Lord”.

Our desire was to make God’s Word 
known and manifest Christian charity 
wherever the Lord would open doors of 
usefulness.  For a number of years we 
visited Protestant and Roman Catholic 
Mission schools in remote areas, as well 
as mines, hospitals and beer gardens, 
distributing Bible portions or gospels in 
a number of African languages.  Where 
possible, a short Gospel address was 
given to the crowds that gathered to 
get something free. Although there 
was some opposition, on the whole, we 
were amazed at the ready reception we 
received.

In the Lord’s providence we became 
acquainted with the son of a chief of 
the Nambya tribe who lived along 

ChrISt-CEntErEd mISSIonS & EvangElISm

memories of zimbabWe

Thembiso children and staff
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Front Row:  Jan and Margaret.  Back Row 
(from left to right):  Bernhard, Christina, 
Annamarie, Hugo.

Margaret was born in Dingwall to Angus 
Finlayson and Margaret Fraser.  Her older 
sisters were Ella and Chrissie. Ella lives in 
Ballifeary F.P. Care Home.  Chrissie died at 
the age of 46.  Margaret was a loving wife 
to Jan and mother to Hugo, Annamarie, 
Christina and Bernhard; she was also a dear 
Granny to seven grandchildren.

She grew up in a Christian home. Her 
parents were Free Presbyterian and she had 
wonderful memories of her father’s consistent 
character and godliness and of memorable 
communion seasons in Dingwall church. Her 
minister was Rev. D.A. MacFarlane. He was a 
tremendous blessing to that congregation. 
Many teenagers who came from the west coast 
of Scotland to the high school in Dingwall 
received hospitality in the Finlayson Home. 
One boy, Alick MacDonald, lodged with them. 
He had a remarkable conversion and this left 
a deep impression on Margaret. In a drawer 
beside her bed, she kept a note he sent her 
from Cambridge: “They shall be brought with 
gladness great, and mirth on every side, into 
the palace of the king and there they shall 
abide”.  Alick knew his time was short. During 

an illness, he told her he had “seen that 
further sunny shore and it was hard to come 
back”. He was lost at the age of about twenty, 
during the war, while flying over Germany.
She received assurance of salvation herself at 
thirty years of age, when the Lord gave her 
these words from 1 John 4:19: “We love Him, 
because He first loved us”. 

She worked as a nurse and midwife, but gave 
this up for a while to care for her parents 
until the Lord took them Home. She then 
went out to Africa - Zimbabwe - to help her 
sister Chrissie, who was sharing a missionary 
calling there with her husband, Rev. James 
Fraser. 

In December 1961, she married Jan van 
Woerden at Ingwenya mission. Over the next 
twenty years, they laboured in Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe) in the Lord’s work. She nursed, 
brought up her children, and helped Jan 
with tract distribution, Adult Literacy work 
and finally the building and organisation of 
Thembiso Children’s Home, which was close to 
her heart.

Margaret never wanted glory for herself and 
was always averse to any fuss or flattery made 
of her.  The Lord used her many times in 
different situations.

The family with their four children moved 
to Plockton in Scotland in 1977. Jan and 
Margaret moved to Inverness in 2006. 
In the last week of her life, she listened twice 
to a sermon on “and there were many going 
up to Jerusalem and Jesus went before them” 
which gave her great blessing and peace. 
During the last night when she was in pain, 
Jan read 2 Corinthians 5 to her.

She now understands fully the words: “They 
shall be brought with gladness great …” All 
tears have been wiped away and, as Samuel 
Rutherford wrote, “The Lord has a very soft 
hankie”.  

about 6 years old. Her Tonga relatives 
had no contact with her, probably for 
superstitious reasons, afraid that her 
illness was the result of being bewitched. 
When she was discharged from hospital, 
the social welfare department placed her 
in a foster home, where she was very 
unhappy. 

Partly because of this case, the idea of 
a Christian Children’s Home began to 
germinate in Margaret’s mind. I was 
somewhat sceptical about this idea at 
first, but all that changed. We found out 
that there were other destitute children 
in need of help and protection. I visited 
a Government institution in the capital 
where about 30 toddlers were kept in a 
kind of cattle pen, waiting for adoption 
(which rarely happened) or to be fostered 
out by the social welfare department. 
The miserable plight of these unloved 
children left an indelible impression on 
my mind. Mr. Mazvabo, Margaret, Riet 
Verboom and I had a prayer meeting 
where we asked the Lord for help and 
guidance.  We prayed that He would 
close the door if this idea were not in His 
will. We felt encouraged to proceed, and 
the Lord did open doors in wonderful 
ways. Our application for a Christian 
children’s home to be registered as a 
‘Place of Safety’ for around sixty children 
was approved by the Government, and 
in 1973 a piece of land was acquired.  To 
start with, the mission could not provide 
more than the equivalent of a few 
thousand pounds towards the project, but 
as each part was built, the money came 

in, and Thembiso children’s home was 
completed without incurring any debt.

Two staff, Truus Ringelberg and 
Mieke van der Smit, lived in the home, 
providing day-to-day leadership and 
creating a loving Christian atmosphere. 
Mr. Mazvabo came to the children’s home 
every evening to have family worship 
with the staff and children. Mukuyu, 
the little Tonga girl from the Zambezi 
valley, was the first child placed in the 
children’s home.  The next admission 
was a new-born baby with her placenta 
still attached whom the mother had 
unsuccessfully tried to strangle. A string 
was still tied around her neck. She was 
found abandoned behind Bulawayo 
railway station.  She was later adopted 
by a Christian family.

Rev. Donald Ross and his family 
came to Bulawayo and started a Free 
Presbyterian Congregation, where Mr. 
Mazvabo and I were privileged to serve 
as elders.  We were very grateful that 
from the beginning the children and 
staff from the children’s home had a 
congregation to be part of. Our family 
moved back to Scotland in 1977 but 
in 1987, in answer to many prayers, 
Ebenezer Scripture Mission merged 
with the Free Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland’s work in Zimbabwe and the 
different aspects moved forward on a 
united basis.  We can say with gratitude: 
regarding the past – EBENEZER, and 
regarding the future - JEHOVAH-
JIREH.
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“gIft aId – SCottISh CongrEgatIonS

The UK tax authorities have asked charities to 
amend the Gift Aid declaration form for those 
contributors who make offerings to the God’s 
work. The General Treasurer of the Scottish 
Presbytery, Mr Laurence Mackenzie, respectfully 
asks that Congregational Treasurers ensure that all 
contributors have signed the new forms and mailed 
them to him at the following address:   
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, Halifax, HX4 8LN.  

If anyone has any questions, please do contact  
Mr. L. Mackenzie at this email address:  
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com. 

Our ability to continue, financially, as a denomination 
is completely dependent on reclaiming the tax you 
have paid on your contributions. May the Lord bless 
you for your kindness. 

If you are a UK tax-payer and are not currently 
contributing through Gift Aid I would urge you to 
prayerfully consider this matter; essentially it adds 
20% to what you give to the work of Christ. A Gift  
Aid declaration form is available for download on 
our website: www.apchurches.org/gift-aid-scottish-
congregations.

SUbSCrIPtIonS & rEnEWalS for aPC nEWS

The APC News is published 6 times per year beginning 
with the January/ February issue. The cost is £10 per 
year including postage and is considered as a donation.

notE for CongrEgatIonS

Each congregation must contribute a minimum of £240 
per annum towards the APC News Fund as arranged 
with the treasurer Mr. Clark Walls. This is to be 
considered as a donation towards the sustaining of the 
magazine. Congregations can, if they so wish, charge 
for their own distribution of the magazine, or give them 
away free. Cheques should be made out to ‘APC News’ 
and sent to the address below.

Please state if acknowledgment of donation is required.

Mr. Clark Walls
2A Stratton Road, Inverness

IV2 3XA, Scotland, UK
 

Telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

CongrEgatIonal  nEWS

Wick Church Plant

When we think of mission, perhaps 
our minds travel to distant lands and 
unfamiliar cultures and peoples.  But 
there is in our own land and nation 
an increasing need for mission.  In 
many ways, the Church in Britain has 
had to reassess where her missionary 
endeavours really lie, in light of 
dwindling congregations.  We are in a 
time where the Christian voice strains 
to be heard in a society that seems to be 
drifting further and further away from 
God’s truth. It may be said that it is time 
to tend our own mission field.
 
In February, the Presbytery appointed 
me as a missionary to Wick, to re-
establish a congregation there.  While 
there are many things to do, my primary 
duty and ambition is to get the Word of 
God out in Wick.  This is what mission 
involves and what I must give myself to 
as a missionary.  It is God’s work to build 
his church, and what an honour it is to 
be ambassadors for Christ and to go and 
make disciples through the ministry of 

the Word taught and preached.  It is a 
privilege for me to be sent by the Church 
to conduct such work.

In Wick Presbyterian Church, there are 
many things that have to be done and 
that have already been done towards 
the work.  The church had not been 
used for many years and was in need 
of a good clean.  We are most thankful 
to those who came from near and far to 
help with this huge job.  The hall where 
we hope to worship had been used for 
services till fairly recently but was in 
need of a ‘freshen up’ to make it a warm 
and welcoming environment.  We were 
only too happy to accept Rev. Gordon 
Murray’s offer to help paint the hall, 
which has really been transformed.  You 
can see some pictures of our progress by 
googling ‘APC News facebook’ or visiting 
our own website: wickpresby.weebly.com

There is still much to do, but these 
preliminary steps have allowed us to 
open up the church doors for services 
again.  A number of posters were put 
up in prominent places in the town; as 

well, we have been giving out tracts on 
the High Street and inviting people to 
the services.  The initial response has 
been varied, to say the least!  However, 
we pray that God’s name will be glorified 
through it all and that he will bless our 
endeavours and his people in Wick.

Prayer is of fundamental importance 
towards mission.  It is so important to 
have prayer as a focus and to be focused 
in prayer.  I am grateful to some of 
the folk in Oban who have taken the 
initiative to start a prayer group for 
the work here.  Midweek Bible study 
and prayer time has commenced in 
our home, and we hope to hold inter-
denominational prayer meetings for Wick 

and for various missionary concerns in 
the future.  

Please remember us and this work 
in your prayers: pray that we would 
continue to settle in, to be salt and light 
in the community, to be a blessing and 
encouragement to other churches, and 
that we would know God’s help as we 
make contact with people and share his 
Word.  Pray that we would be kept from 
distraction and from the evil one who 
will seek destroy the work.  Pray that 
people would have a mind to come to our 
services and Bible study and that God 
would bless his Word richly.  And if you 
would like to come and visit anytime, you 
will be most welcome. 

CongrEgatIonal  nEWS
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