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“And this is eternal life, that 
they know You, the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom 
You sent” (John 17:3). 

In 1973, an accomplished author and 
theologian, Dr. J. I. Packer wrote a 
classic book entitled, Knowing God.  In 
my humble estimation, I believe this to 
be the best book that Packer has ever 
written and will ever write (but I stand to 
be corrected by him or others).  Knowing 
God is a great book not simply because 
it is a literary masterpiece (yes, it is 
that), but mainly because of its Subject, 
namely, God.  The opening line of the 
preface to the original (1973) version 
of this book reads, “As clowns yearn to 
play Hamlet, so I have wanted to write 
a treatise on God.”  I love this line.  But 
then, Dr. Packer is very quick to point 
that “this book is not it.”  Nevertheless, 
Knowing God is a book that will prove 
beneficial to anyone whose soul yearns to 
know how the knowledge of God bears on 
how we live our lives.  

Packer shares his conviction behind this 
book:

     The conviction behind the book is 
that ignorance of God – ignorance 
both of his ways and of the practice 
of communion with him - lies at the 
root of much of the church’s weakness 
today. Two unhappy trends have 
produced this state of affairs.

 
     Trend one is that Christian minds 

have been conformed to the modern 
spirit: the spirit, that is, that spawns 
great thoughts of man and leaves 
room for only small thoughts of God.  
The modern ways with God is to 
set him at a distance, if not to deny 
him altogether; and the irony is that 
modern Christians, preoccupied with 
maintaining religious practices in an 
irreligious world, have  themselves 
allowed God to become remote...

     ...Trend two is that Christian minds 
have been confused by the modern 
skepticism. For more than three 
centuries the naturalistic leaven in the 
Renaissance outlook has been working 
like a cancer in Western thought.  
Seventeenth-century Arminians 
and deists, like sixteenth-century 
Socinians, came to deny, as against 

know God, know life; no God, no life 
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Reformation theology, that God’s 
control of his world was either direct 
or complete, and theology, philosophy 
and science have for the most part 
combined to maintain that denial ever 
since. As a result, the Bible has come 
under heavy fire, and many landmarks 
in historical Christianity with it. The 
foundation-facts of faith are called 
into question. Did God meet Israel at 
Sinai? Was Jesus more than a very 
spiritual man? Did the Gospel miracles 
really happen? Is not the Jesus of the 
Gospels largely an imaginary figure? - 
and so on.

In the opening chapter of the book, 
Packer quotes Charles Spurgeon who 
opened his sermon on January 7, 1855 
with the following words:

     ...There is something exceedingly 
improving to the mind in a 
contemplation of the Divinity. It is  
a subject so vast, that all our thoughts 
are lost in its immensity; so deep, that 
our pride is drowned in its infinity...

     ...No subject of contemplation will 
tend more to humble the mind, than 
thoughts of God...

     But while the subject humbles the 
mind, it also expands it. He who 
often thinks of God, will have a larger 
mind than the man who simply plods 
around this narrow globe...The most 

excellent study for expanding the 
soul, is the science of Christ, and 
Him crucified, and the knowledge of 
the Godhead in the glorious Trinity.  
Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, 
nothing so magnify the whole soul of 
man, as a devout, earnest, continued 
investigation of the great subject of the 
Deity.

The Christian faith is not a mindless 
religion. It’s not a leap in the dark.  
No, it is based on some essential and 
established truths about God and His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The God 
of the Bible is not some mysterious 
Being who cannot be known. While we 
cannot know everything about Him 
comprehensively, He has revealed certain 
important truths (facts) concerning 
Himself which we can know and 
understand. These are sufficient to give 
us an accurate knowledge of this God and 
Jesus Christ, His Son, our Savior who 
is “the power of God and the wisdome of 
God” (1 Corinthians 1:24)
This is why, we have decided to focus on 
this all-important subject of Knowing 
God in this year. May the LORD 
Himself, give us a greater revelation of 
Himself and open the eyes of the blind 
that they may find life in Him through 
Jesus Christ!  The knowledge of God and 
His Son Jesus Christ inevitably leads to 
eternal life. Know God, Know life; 
No God, No life!   

We cannot have a right 
conception of God unless we 
think of Him as all-powerful, 
as well as all-wise. 

He who cannot do what he will and 
perform all his pleasure cannot be God. 
As God has a will to resolve what He 
deems good, so He has power to execute 
His will.

The power of God is that ability and 
strength whereby He can bring to pass 
whatsoever He pleases, whatsoever 
His infinite wisdom may direct, and 
whatsoever the infinite purity of His 
will may resolve . . . As holiness is the 
beauty of all God’s attributes, so power 
is that which gives life and action to all 
the perfections of the Divine nature. 
How vain would be the eternal counsels, 
if power did not step in to execute 
them. Without power His mercy would 
be but feeble pity, His promises an 
empty sound, His threatenings a mere 
scare-crow. God’s power is like Himself: 
infinite, eternal, incomprehensible; it 
can neither be checked, restrained, nor 
frustrated by the creature (S. Charnock).

from the editor

“God hath spoken once; twice have I 
heard this, that power belongeth unto 
God” (Ps. 62:11). “God hath spoken once”; 
nothing more is necessary! Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but His word 
abides forever. “God hath spoken once”; 
how befitting His divine majesty! We 
poor mortals may speak often and yet 
fail to be heard. He speaks but once and 
the thunder of His power is heard on a 
thousand hills.

The LORD also thundered in the 
heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; 
hailstones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent 
out his arrows, and scattered them; and 
he shot out lightnings, and discomfited 
them. Then the channels of waters were 
seen and the foundations of the world 
were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, 
at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils” 
(Ps. 18:13-15).

“God hath spoken once.” Behold His 
unchanging authority. “For who in the 
heaven can be compared unto the LORD? 
who among the sons of the mighty can 
be likened unto the LORD?” (Ps. 89:6). 
“And all the inhabitants of the earth 

The Power of God 
By a. w. pink
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“Parts of his ways” we behold in creation, 
providence, redemption, but only a 
“little part” of His might is seen in 
them. Remarkably this is brought out in 
Habakkuk 3:4; “and there was the hiding 
of His power.” It is scarcely possible to 
imagine anything more grandiloquent 
than the imagery of this whole chapter; 
yet nothing in it surpasses the nobility 
of this statement. The prophet (in 
a vision) beheld the mighty God 
scattering the hills and overturning 
the mountains, which one would think 
afforded an amazing demonstration 
of His power. Nay, says our verse, 
that is rather the “hiding” than the 
displaying of His power. What does it 
mean? So inconceivable, so immense, so 
uncontrollable is the power of deity, that 
the fearful convulsions which He works 
in nature conceal more than they reveal 
of His infinite might!

It is very beautiful to link together the 
following passages: “He walketh upon 
the waves of the sea” (Job 9:8), which 
expresses God’s uncontrollable power. 
“He walketh in the circuit of heaven” 
(Job 22:14), which tells of the immensity 
of His presence. “He walketh upon the 
wings of the wind” (Ps. 104:3), which 
signifies the amazing swiftness of His 
operations. This last expression is very 
remarkable. It is not that “He flieth,” or 
“runneth,” but that He “walketh” and 
that, on the very “wings of the wind”—on 
the most impetuous of the elements, 
tossed into utmost rage, and sweeping 

along with almost inconceivable rapidity, 
yet they are under His feet, beneath His 
perfect control!

Let us now consider God’s power in 
creation. “The heavens are thine, the 
earth also is thine, as for the world and 
the fullness thereof, thou hast founded 
them. The north and the south thou hast 
created them” (Ps. 89:11-12). Before man 
can work he must have both tools and 
materials. But God began with nothing, 
and by His word alone out of nothing 
He made all things. The intellect cannot 
grasp it. God “spake and it was done, He 
commanded and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9). 
Primeval matter heard His voice. “God 
said, Let there be . . . and it was so” (Gen. 
1). Well may we exclaim, “Thou hast a 
mighty arm: strong is thy hand, high is 
thy right hand” (Ps. 89:13).

Who, that looks upward to the midnight 
sky; and, with an eye of reason, beholds 
its rolling wonders; who can forbear 
enquiring, Of what were their mighty 
orbs formed? Amazing to relate, they 
were produced without materials. They 
sprung from emptiness itself. The stately 
fabric of universal nature emerged out 
of nothing. What instruments were used 
by the Supreme Architect to fashion 
the parts with such exquisite niceness, 
and give so beautiful a polish to the 
whole? How was it all connected into one 
finely-proportioned and nobly finished 
structure? A bare fiat accomplished 
all. Let them be, said God. He added 

are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay his hand, or 
say unto him, What doest thou?” (Dan. 
4:35). This was openly displayed when 
God became incarnate and tabernacled 
among men. To the leper He said, “I 
will, be thou clean, and immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed” (Matthew 8:3). To 
one who had lain in the grave four days 
He cried, “Lazarus, come forth,” and the 
dead came forth. The stormy wind and 
the angry waves hushed at a single word 
from Him. A legion of demons could not 
resist His authoritative command.

“Power belongeth unto God,” and to 
Him alone. Not a creature in the entire 
universe has an atom of power save what 
God delegates. But God’s power is not 
acquired, nor does it depend upon any 
recognition by any other authority. It 
belongs to Him inherently.

God’s power is like Himself, self-existent, 
self-sustained. The mightiest of men 
cannot add so much as a shadow of 
increased power to the omnipotent One. 
He sits on no buttressed throne and 
leans on no assisting arm. His court is 
not maintained by His courtiers, nor 
does it borrow its splendor from His 
creatures. He is Himself the great central 
source and Originator of all power (C. H. 
Spurgeon).

Not only does all creation bear witness 
to the great power of God, but also to 
His entire independency of all created 
things. Listen to His own challenge: 
“Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? declare, if thou 
hast understanding. Who hath laid the 
measures thereof, if thou knowest? or 
who hath stretched the line upon it? 
Whereupon are the foundations thereof 
fastened or who laid the cornerstone 
thereof?” (Job 38:4-6). How completely is 
the pride of man laid in the dust!

Power is also used as a name of God, 
“the Son of man sitting at the right hand 
of power” (Mark 14:62), that is, at the 
right hand of God. God and power are so 
inseparable that they are reciprocated. 
As His essence is immense, not to be 
confined in place; as it is eternal, not to 
be measured in time; so it is almighty, 
not to be limited in regard of action (S. 
Charnock).

“Lo, these are parts of his ways: but 
how little a portion is heard of him? 
but the thunder of His power who can 
understand?” (Job 26:14). Who is able to 
count all the monuments of His power? 
Even that which is displayed of His 
might in the visible creation is utterly 
beyond our powers of comprehension, 
still less are we able to conceive of 
omnipotence itself. There is infinitely 
more power lodged in the nature of God 
than is expressed in all His works.

the Power of God the Power of God 
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no more; and at once the marvelous 
edifice arose, adorned with every beauty, 
displaying innumerable perfections, and 
declaring amidst enraptured seraphs its 
great Creator’s praise. “By the word of 
the LORD were the heavens made, and 
all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth,” Psalm 150:1 (James Hervey, 
1789).

Consider God’s power in preservation. 
No creature has power to preserve itself. 
“Can the rush grow up without mire? 
Can the flag grow up without water?” 
(Job 8:11) Both man and beast would 
perish if there were not herbs for food, 
and herbs would wither and die if the 
earth were not refreshed with fruitful 
showers. Therefore is God called the 
Preserver of “man and beast” (Ps. 36:6). 
He “upholdeth all things by the word of 
his power” (Heb. 1:3).

The preservation of the earth from 
the violence of the sea is another plain 
instance of God’s might. How is that 
raging element kept confined within 
those limits where He first lodged 
it, continuing its channel, without 
overflowing the earth and dashing in 
pieces the lower part of the creation? The 
natural situation of the water is to be 
above the earth, because it is lighter, and 
to be immediately under the air, because 
it is heavier. Who restrains the natural 
quality of it? Certainly man does not, and 
cannot. It is the fiat of its Creator which 
alone bridles it: “And said, Hitherto shalt 

power of God did not interpose to lock 
down the flood-gates of it. See Psalm 
93:3-4.

Consider God’s power in judgment. 
When He smites, none can resist Him 
(see Ezekiel 22:14). How terribly this 
was exemplified at the flood! God opened 
the windows of heaven and broke up 
the great fountains of the deep, and 
(excepting those in the ark) the entire 
human race, helpless before the storm 
of His wrath, was swept away. A shower 
of fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
the cities of the plain were exterminated. 
Pharaoh and all his hosts were impotent 
when God blew upon them at the Red 
Sea. What a terrific word is in Romans 
9:22: “What if God, willing to show 
wrath, and to make His power known, 
endured with much long-suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction.” 
God is going to display His mighty 
power upon the reprobate, not merely by 
incarcerating them in Gehenna, but by 
supernaturally preserving their bodies as 
well as souls amid the eternal burnings 
of the lake of fire.

Well may all tremble before such a God. 
To treat with disrespect One who can 
crush us more easily than we can a moth, 
is a suicidal policy. To openly defy Him 
who is clothed with omnipotence, who 
can rend in pieces or cast into hell any 
moment He pleases, is the very height of 
insanity. To put it on its lowest ground, 
it is but the part of wisdom to heed His 

thou come, but no further: and here shall 
thy proud waves be stayed” (Job 38:11). 
What a standing monument of the power 
of God the preservation of the world is!

Consider God’s power in government. 
Take His restraint of the malice of 
Satan. “The devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). He is filled with 
hatred against God, and with fiendish 
enmity against men, particularly the 
saints. He who envied Adam in paradise, 
envies us the pleasure of enjoying any 
of God’s blessings. Could he have his 
will, he would treat us all the same way 
he treated Job; he would send fire from 
heaven on the fruits of the earth, destroy 
the cattle, cause a wind to overthrow our 
houses, and cover our bodies with boils. 
But, little as men may realize it, God 
bridles him to a large extent, prevents 
him from carrying out his evil designs, 
and confines him within His ordinations.

Too, God restrains the natural corruption 
of men. He suffers sufficient outbreaks 
of sin to show what fearful havoc has 
been wrought by man’s apostasy from 
his Maker. But who can conceive the 
frightful lengths to which men would 
go were God to remove His curbing 
hand? “Their mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness, their feet are swift to 
shed blood” (Rom. 3:15) is the nature of 
every descendant of Adam. Then what 
unbridled licentiousness and headstrong 
folly would triumph in the world, if the 

command, “Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little” (Ps. 
2:12).

Well may the enlightened soul adore 
such a God! The wondrous, infinite 
perfections of such a Being call for 
fervent worship. If men of might and 
renown claim the admiration of the 
world, how much more should the power 
of the Almighty fill us with wonderment 
and homage. “Who is like unto thee, O 
LORD, among the gods, who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders” (Ex. 15:11).

Well may the saint trust such a God! He 
is worthy of implicit confidence. Nothing 
is too hard for Him. If God were stinted 
in might and had a limit to His strength 
we might well despair. But seeing that 
He is clothed with omnipotence, no 
prayer is too hard for Him to answer, 
no need too great for Him to supply, no 
passion too strong for Him to subdue, 
no temptation too powerful for Him to 
deliver from, no misery too deep for Him 
to relieve. “The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 
27:1). “Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. 
3:20-21).

the Power of God the Power of God 
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“Christ the power of God,  
and the wisdom of God.”
1 Corinthians 1:24.

CHRIST IN A MAN THE GOSPEL IN 
THE SOUL, is the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. We will picture the 
Christian from his beginning to his end. 
We will give a short map of his history. 
He begins there, in that prison-house, 
with huge iron bars, which he can not 
file; in that dark, damp cell, where 
pestilence and death are bred. There, 
in poverty and nakedness, without a 
pitcher to put to his thirsty lips, without 
a mouthful even of dry crust to satisfy 
his hunger, that is where be begins—
in the prison chamber of conviction, 
powerless, lost and ruined. Between the 
bars I thrust my hand to him, and give 
to him in God’s name the name of Christ 
to plead. Look at him; he has been filing 
away at these bars many and many a 
day, without their yielding an inch; but 
now he has got the name of Christ upon 
his lips; he puts his hands upon the bars, 
and one of them is gone, and another, 
and another; and be makes a happy 

ear; he leaps to his feet, and pursues 
his way, with fresh courage, until the 
summit is gained, when he cries, “Jesus 
Christ is the strength of my song; he 
also hath become my salvation.” See him 
again. He is on a sudden beset by many 
enemies; how shall he resist them? With 
this true sword, this true Jerusalem 
blade, Christ, and him crucified. With 
this he keeps the devil at arm’s length; 
with this he fights against temptation, 
and against lust, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places, and with 
this he resists. Now, he has come to his 
last struggle; the river Death rolls black 
and sullen before him; dark shapes 
rise upward from the flood, and howl 
and fright him. How shall he cross the 
stream? How shall he find a landing 
place on the other side? Dread thoughts 
perplex him for a moment; he is alarmed; 
but he remembers, Jesus died; and 
catching up that watchword he ventures 
to the flood. Before his feet the Jordan 
flies apace; like Israel of old, he walks 
through, dry shod, singing as he goes to 
heaven, “Christ is with me, Christ is with 
me, passing through the stream ! Victory, 
victory, victory, to him that loveth me!”

To the Christian in his own experience 
Christ is ever the power of God. As 
for temptation he can meet that with 
Christ; as for trouble he can endure that 
through Christ who strengthens him, 
yea, he can say with Paul, “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” Have you never seen a Christian 

escape, crying, “I am free, I am free, I am 
free! Christ has been the power of God to 
me, in bringing me out of my trouble.” 

No sooner is he free, however, than a 
thousand doubts meet him. This one 
cries, “You are not elect;” another cries, 
“You are not redeemed;” another says, 
“You are not called;” another says, “You 
are not converted.” “Avaunt,” says he, 
“avaunt! Christ died;” and he just pleads 
the name of Christ as the power of 
God, and the doubts flee apace, and he 
walks straight on. He comes soon into 
the furnace of trouble; he is thrust into 
the innermost prison, and his feet are 
made fast in the stocks. God has put his 
hand upon him. He is in deep trouble; 
at midnight he begins to sing of Christ; 
and lo! the walls begin to totter, and the 
foundation of the prison to shake; and 
the man’s chains are taken off, and he 
comes out free; for Christ hath delivered 
him from trouble. Here is a hill to climb, 
on the road to heaven. Wearily he pants 
up the side of that hill, and thinks he 
must die ere he can reach the summit. 
The name of Jesus is whispered in his 

in trouble, a true Christian? I have read 
a story of a man who was converted to 
God by seeing the conduct of his wife in 
the hour of trouble. They had a lovely 
child, their only offspring. The father’s 
heart doted on it perpetually, and the 
mother’s soul was knit up in the heart of 
the little one. It lay sick upon its bed, and 
the parents watched it night and day. At 
last it died. The father had no God: he 
rent his hair, he rolled upon the floor in 
misery, wallowed upon the earth, cursing 
his being, and defying God in the utter 
casting down of his agony. There sat his 
wife, as fond of the child as ever he could 
be; and though tears would come, she 
gently said “The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” “What,” said he, starting to his 
feet, “you love that child? I thought that 
when that child died you would break 
your heart. Here am I, a strong man. I 
am mad: here are you, a weak woman, 
and yet you are strong and bold; tell 
me what it is possesses you?” Said she, 
“Christ is my Lord, I trust in him; surely 
I can give this child to him who gave 
himself for me.” From that instant the 
man became a believer. “There must,” 
said he, “be some truth and some power 
in the gospel, which could lead you to 
believe in such a manner, under such 
a trial.” Christians! try to exhibit that 
spirit wherever you are, and prove to 
the worldling that in your experience at 
least “Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.”

christ–the Power and wisdom of God

ChrisT—The Power and wisdom of God 
an exceRpt FRoM a SeRMon deliveRed 
on SaBBath MoRning, May 17, 1857, By the
Rev. c. h. SpuRgeon at the MuSic hall, 
Royal SuRRey gaRdenS. 



1 2 1 3

And now the last point. In the Christian’s 
experience, Christ is wisdom, as well as 
power. If you want to be a thoroughly 
learned man the best place to begin, is 
to begin at the Bible, to begin at Christ. 
It is said that even children learn to 
read more quickly from the Bible than 
from any other book; and this I am 
sure of, that we, who are but grown-up 
children, will learn better and learn 
faster by beginning with Christ than 
we could by beginning with any thing 
else. I remember saying once, and as 
I can not say it better I will repeat it, 
that before I knew the gospel I gathered 
up a heterogeneous mass of all kinds 
of knowledge from here, there, and 
everywhere; a bit of chemistry, a bit of 
botany, a bit of astronomy, and a bit 
of this, that, and the other. I put them 
altogether, in one great confused chaos. 
When I learned the gospel, I got a shelf 
in my head to put every thing away upon 
just where it should be. It seemed to me 
as if, when I had discovered Christ and 
him crucified, I had got the center of the 
system, so that I could see every other 
science revolving around in order. From 
the earth, you know, the planets appear 
to move in a very irregular manner—
they are progressive, retro grade, 
stationary; but if you could get upon 
the sun, you would see them marching 
round in their constant, uniform, circular 
motion. So with knowledge. Begin with 
any other science you like, and truth will 
seem to be awry. Begin with the science 
of Christ crucified, and you will begin 

the rocks of sin. Get the gospel, and you 
are a wise man. “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, and right 
understanding have they who keep his 
commandments.” Ah! Christian, you 
have had many doubts, but you have 
had them all unriddled, when you have 
come to the cross of Christ. You have had 
many difficulties; but they have been 
all explained in the light of Calvary. 
You have seen mysteries, when you 
have brought them to the face of Christ, 
made clear and manifest, which once 
you never could have known. Allow me 
to remark here, that some people make 
use of Christ’s gospel to illuminate their 
heads, instead of making use of it to 
illuminate their hearts. They are like 
the farmer Rowland Hill once described. 
The farmer is sitting, by the fire with his 
children; the cat is purring on the hearth, 
and they are all in great comfort. The 
plowman rushes in and cries, “Thieves! 

with the sun, you will see every other 
science moving round it in complete 
harmony. The greatest mind in the world 
will be evolved by beginning at the right 
end. The old saying is, “Go from nature 
up to nature’s God;” but it is hard work 
going up hill. The best thing is to go from 
nature’s God down to nature; and if you 
once get to nature’s God, and believe him 
and love him, it is surprising how easy it 
is to hear music in the waves, and songs 
in the wild whisperings of the winds; to 
see God everywhere, in the stones, in 
the rocks, in the rippling brooks, and 
hear him everywhere, in the lowing of 
cattle, in the rolling of thunder, and in 
the fury of tempests. Get Christ first, put 
him in the right place, and you will find 
him to be the wisdom of God in your own 
experience.

But wisdom is not knowledge; and we 
must not confound the two. Wisdom is 
the right use of knowledge; and Christ’s 
gospel helps us, by teaching us the right 
use of knowledge. It directs us. Yon 
Christian has lost his way in a dark 
wood; but God’s Word is a compass to 
him, and a lantern, too: he finds his way 
by Christ. He comes to a turn in the road. 
Which is right, and which is wrong? He 
can not tell. Christ is the great sign-
post, telling him which way to go. He 
sees every day new straits attend; he 
knows not which way to steer. Christ 
is the great pilot who puts his hand on 
the tiller, and makes him wise to steer 
through the shoals of temptation and 

thieves! thieves!” The farmer rises up in 
a moment, grasps the candle, holds it up 
to his head, rushes after the thieves, and, 
says Rowland Hill, “he tumbles over a 
wheelbarrow, because he holds the light 
to his head, instead of holding it to his 
feet.” So there are many who just hold 
religion up to illuminate their intellect, 
instead of holding it down to illuminate 
their practice; and so they make a sad 
tumble of it, and cast themselves into the 
mire, and do more hurt to their Christian 
profession in one hour than they will ever 
be able to retrieve. Take care that you 
make the wisdom of God, by God’s Holy 
Spirit, a thing of true wisdom, directing 
your feet into his statutes, and keeping 
you in his ways.

And now a practical appeal, and we have 
done. I have been putting my arrow on 
the string; and if I have used any light 
similes, I have but done so just as the 
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     “There musT,” said he, “be some 
TruTh and some power in The gospel, 
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wherever you are, and prove To The 
worldling ThaT in your experience aT 
leasT “chrisT is The power of god and 
The wisdom of god.”
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archer tips his arrow with a feather, 
to make it fly the better. I know that a 
rough quaint saying often sticks, when 
another thing is entirely for-gotten. Now 
let us draw the bow, and send the arrow 
right at your hearts. Men, brethren, 
fathers, how many of you have felt in 
yourselves that Christ is the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God? Internal 
evidence is the best evidence in the world 
for the truth of the gospel. No Paley or 
Butler can prove the truth of the gospel 
so well as Mary, the servant girl yonder, 
that has got the gospel in her heart, 
and the power of it manifest in her life. 
Say, has Christ ever broken your bonds 
and set you free? Has he delivered you 
from your evil life, and from your sin? 
Has he given you “a good hope through 
grace,” and can you now say, “On him 
I lean; on my beloved I stay myself?” If 
so, go away and rejoice: you are a saint; 
for the apostle has said, “He is unto us 
who are saved, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God.” But if you can 
not say this, allow me affectionately to 
warn you. If you want not this power 
of Christ, and this wisdom of Christ 
now, you will want them in a few short 
moments, when God shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead, when you shall 
stand before his bar, and when all the 
deeds that you have done shall be read 
before an assembled world. You will 
want religion then. O that you had grace 
to tremble now; grace to “kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and you perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but 

In the days when education was a privi-
lege and not simply looked on as a right, 
when facts were researched and not just 
googled and when it cost time and money 
to access information – knowledge was 
power. But simple facts aren’t as valu-
able as they once were. It’s the decisions 
you make with information that hold 
value today. And so the word ‘wisdom’ is 
making a bit of a comeback and surpris-
ingly appeared in a marketing blog I was 
reading the other day.
 
‘Wisdom is made up of knowledge, 
experience and understanding… it’s what 
allows a person to make decisions, to offer 
advice and to achieve the best possible 
outcome in a given situation.’ 
S. Anthony Iannanno; The Sales Blog
 
So is that what wisdom really is? When 
the world speaks about Wisdom are they 
on the same page as the Bible? What 
does the Bible mean when it refers to 
wisdom? Do we really understand the 
meaning of the word? You may be able 
to recite James 1:5 ‘If any of you lacks 
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

a little.” Hear ye how to be saved, and 
I have done. Do you feel that you are a 
sinner? Are you conscious that you have 
rebelled against God? Are you willing to 
acknowledge your transgressions, and do 
you hate and abhor them, while at the 
same time you feel you can do nothing to 
atone for them? Then hear this. Christ 
died for you; and if he died for you, you 
can not be lost. Christ died in vain for 
no man for whom he died. If you are a 
penitent and a believer, he died for you, 
and you are safe; go your way: rejoice 
“with joy unspeakable, and full of glory;” 
for he who has taught you your need of 
a Saviour, will give you that Saviour’s 
blood to be applied to your conscience, 
and you shall ere long, with yonder 
blood-washed host, praise God and the 
Lamb saying, “Hallelujah, for ever, 
Amen!” Only do you feel that you are a 
sinner? If not, I have no gospel to preach 
to you; I can but warn you. But if you 
feel your lost estate, and come to Christ, 
come, and welcome, for he will never cast 
you away.

generously to all without finding fault.’ 
But then perhaps you’ve also read 
Luke 10:21 ‘I praise you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little 
children.’
 
So is God against education, intelligence? 
Does he give wisdom to young people and 
not to old? And then why if we’re told in 
the book of James that we can ask for 
wisdom does God say in 1 Corinthians 
1:19 that he is going to destroy the 
wisdom of the wise? Well, reading The 
Pleasures of God by John Piper helped 
clear this up for me somewhat.
 
1. When Jesus referred to the ‘wise 
and learned’ and ‘little children’ he was 
not referring to adults and infants. In 
Matthew 23:34 – we see ‘wise ones’ as 
God’s emissaries. In 1 Corinthians 14:20 
we are told not to be ‘children in your 
thinking.’ So the infants of Luke 10:21 
are not necessarily those young in age.  
Jesus wasn’t referring to educated and 
uneducated people either.
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‘The contrast pointed out by the Savior 
is not that between ‘educated’ and 
‘uneducated’ but between those who 
imagine themselves to be wise and 
sensible and want to test the Gospel 
truths by their own intellects … and those 
who live under the profound impression 
that by their own insight and their own 
reasonings they are utterly powerless 
to understand the truths of God and to 
accept them. … Jesus makes the contrast 
not between educated and uneducated 
but between people with the wrong and 
self-sufficient attitude and those with 
the right and childlike attitude.’ Norval 
Geldenhuys.
 
The infants of Luke 10:21 are ‘those who 
know and feel themselves helpless and 
unworthy of any good from God … They 
do not feel resourceful in themselves to 
know God or to save themselves from 
judgment. They admit that without 
special divine revelation they will not 
know the most important reality and will 
not know how to live according to the 
truth. They admit humbly that if they 
ever know God for who he really is, it will 
be owing to the same wonderful work 
of divine grace that Jesus spoke over 
Peter’s confession: ‘Flesh and blood did 
not reveal this to you, but my Father who 
is in heaven’ (Matthew 16:17).’
 
2. And then there are the two types of 
wisdom referred to in Scripture –the 
wisdom of man which stands in direct 
contrast to the wisdom of God.
 

Man’s wisdom can be seen in the 
‘wisdom’ we read of earlier in the 
marketing spiel and it’s not true wisdom, 
it’s not ultimate wisdom. It’s a wisdom 
of sorts, one that helps an individual to 
show off and exalt himself. However, 
the balance sheet and the next product 
promotion that secure your company that 
stellar deal or your next salary increase 
will be yesterday’s news when tomorrow 
comes around. It’s temporary, fleeting 
and with no eternal significance. That 
wisdom isn’t true and it doesn’t last. 
When you talk about wisdom and ‘the 
best possible outcome’ and all you are 
referring to is the bottom line or personal 
success – you really are missing the 
mark.
 
True wisdom is God’s wisdom and the 
best possible outcome here is not on the 
level of a spread sheet or sales report. 
When we talk best and outcome in this 
context we’re referring to the cross when 
death and disgrace became deliverance, 
forgiveness and eternal life.
 
These wisdoms are more than poles apart 
– there is an eternal chasm separating 
the two.
 
‘God’s wisdom exalts what the cross 
stands for, and human wisdom is 
offended by what the cross stands for… 
The cross stands for the ungodliness and 
helplessness of man, the glorious grace 
of God and the unimpeachable justice 
of God. What offends human wisdom 

wisdom and Power wisdom and Power

about the cross is that it humbles man 
and exalts the free grace of God. It makes 
humans look dependant and helpless 
and infantlike and makes God look all-
sufficient and all-providing and free in 
his giving salvation to sinners’
 
‘The heart of God’s wisdom is God’s 
passion to display the glory of his grace 
in Christ for the everlasting enjoyments of 
those who believe.’
 
This is wisdom – but it’s also power! The 
world may look at the cross and think it 
is foolish but the message of the cross is 
‘to us who are being saved the power of 
God.’ 1 Corinthians 1:18
 
The Pleasures of God by John Piper 
978-1-78191-275-1

                    The heart of God’s wisdom is God’s passion to 

 display the glory of his grace in Christ for the everlasting 

        enjoyments of those who believe.
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The power of God

There have been many photos and 
television clips demonstrating the power 
of the wind and the sea.  Strong sea walls 
and piers have been reduced to rubble 
by the strength of the waves.  Trees 
uprooted and buildings damaged by 
fierce winds.  We are all fascinated by 
the power of nature but how much more 
ought we to be fascinated by the power of 
God who made the wind and the sea.  All 
things were created by the word of His 
power.

his power and our troubles
Jesus demonstrated the power of God 
when He stilled the wind and the waves 
with a few words, “Peace, be still!” Mark 
4:39.  That same power can still the 
storms and troubles in our lives.  The 
storm is changed into a calm at His 
command and will.  Psalm 107:29.  When 
life is in a turmoil, only the Word of God 
can bring real peace and consolation.  
David could say, “If your law had not 
been my delight, I would have perished 
in my affliction.”

referred to God as the Almighty which 
was a great reminder to us of the power 
of God.

The wISdoM of God

his wisdom at Calvary
Calvary revealed not only the power 
of God but His wisdom too.  Robert 
Culver in his Systematic Theology says, 
“Calvary revealed the wisdom of God 
in providing a way to forgive sinners 
without relaxing the law of God or his 
justice in carrying out its penalties.”  
Who but God could work out such a 
great salvation?  The God who deserves 
our praise and glory and worship, “to 
the only wise God be glory forevermore 
through Jesus Christ.” Romans 16:27

The wisdom of God in creation
“The Lord by wisdom founded the earth.” 
Proverbs 3:19.  We wonder at the wisdom 
of the migrating Fulmar who finds its 
way to Africa and then back to Scotland 
or the salmon who returns to spawn in 
the river where it was born but these 

his power in our life
God’s power is evident in our lives.  “We 
are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.” 1 Peter 1:5.  “It is 
by God’s power that we live and move 
and breathe and by God’s power you are 
reading this.

his power and our sin
God has the power to forgive our sins 
because of what Jesus Christ did for 
us on the cross.  A man dying on the 
cross would seem to be a case of utter 
weakness but that was really “the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes.” Romans 1:16.

his power in our weakness
God’s power is evident when we are 
weak.  If we try to cope with life in 
our own strength or in the strength 
of another person, we will always fail.  
But God’s strength is made perfect 
in weakness.  Paul boasted about his 
weaknesses “so that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.
My husband had an aunt who always 

natural instincts are God given and part 
of God’s wisdom.  In Proverbs 6:6 we are 
advised to learn wisdom from the little 
ant instead of being lazy.  

his wisdom for us
Solomon was commended for asking God 
for wisdom rather than riches or long 
life.  We are encouraged to seek wisdom 
too.  “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives generously to all, 
without reproach and it will be given to 
him.” James 1:5.  The wisdom of God is 
far above any wisdom we have.  Jesus 
astonished his disciples and others 
when they hear him preaching in the 
synagogue in Nazareth.  “Where did 
this man get these things?” they asked. 
“What is the wisdom given to him?”  We 
can hear that wisdom too as we listen to 
His Word read and preached.  If we are 
wise, we will attend to God’s Word and 
providence and will understand a little 
more about the love and kindness of the 
Lord.  Psalm 107:43.

knowinG God’s wisdom and Power
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Our brief study has in mind the 
definition of the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism – “God is a spirit, infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable in his being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth.” It has been 
attributed to the Rev George Gillespie 
(1613 – 1648) as the words he used in 
an opening prayer of a committee of the 
Westminster Assembly as it was about 
to prepare its Catechism on the subject 
in hand.

You may have noticed that in answer 
to Question 4 “wisdom” is given pride 
of place in the order of what has 
been termed God’s “communicable 
attributes (or properties)”.  Likewise the 
“incommunicable attributes” of infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable precede 
“Wisdom etc.”; and provide their own 
qualification of each of them. Therefore, 
it is nothing less than infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable wisdom that is herein 
said to pertain to the nature of God. 
And that means, in turn, that God’s 
Nature is, for finite creatures, ultimately 

to humans becoming companions to a 
Divine Being properties as resembling 
God Himself were requisite for our 
persons; such as wisdom but, more 
importantly,  autonomy of will in matters 
of moral principle.  What has to be 
reckoned with here is that man was in 
possession of an autonomous prerogative 
to cause his own downfall, -- “for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die” (Gen. 2: 17b). The crass 
folly of our first father, Adam (where 
could wisdom have gone?) is, -- that this 
is precisely what he proceeded to do.  
Moreover, it becomes your sin and mine!

I believe it is safe to say, that the 
greatest challenge that wisdom will ever 
face was to determine what (if anything) 
could be done for man in his natural 
state of our sin and misery.  Equally, 
however, it is our privilege to rejoice to 
know that the consummate wisdom of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit has met the 
problem “head on”; so that its resolution, 
along with deliverance for man, has 
been found and acted upon.  Germane to 
the solution of wisdom in this regard is 
what has come to be termed the “witty 
invention” of substitution. A substitute 
comes to take the place of the other.

Adam has already done this in the 
garden where the one father- parent 
stood for all his posterity.  Adam fallen 
into sin, however, has now himself 
urgent need of this notion of a substitute. 
So, “What?” “Who?” is Wisdom’s choice?  

“incomprehensible”, as the Larger 
Catechism itself states in Question 7.

Creation reveals wisdom at work in the 
Six Days where, out of nothing, a home 
is prepared in respect of this Earth for 
living creatures – “The heavens by the 
word of God did their beginning take; 
And by the breathing of his mouth he all 
their hosts did make.”(Ps 33; 6).  Hosts of 
insects, marine life, the birds, animals, 
and man himself! -- “the LORD God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul.” 
(Gen. 2; 7) Here was found the wonder 
of a life in the body physically, as in 
common with the lower creation; but, 
more than that, possessed of a living soul 
or spirit, as in common with our Maker 
and God.

Crown of the creation of heaven and 
earth man assuredly is.  But it is that 
very height of exaltation that, in the 
event, has entailed the problems that 
beset the race of mankind.  In order 

Certain qualifications are necessary in 
that being man itself is essential. Also 
he must needs be innocent and sinless 
as Adam had been; but he requires to be 
much more if redemption from sin’s guilt 
is to be procurable. The credentials of the 
Deity itself must have their place here! 
So we are told -- “The first man is of the 
earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord 
from heaven” (1 Cor. 15; 47).

We have to begin to think the 
unthinkable!  One infinite becomes 
finite, one eternal becomes a baby of 
hours, days and years. The unchangeable 
JEHOVAH begins a journey of almost 
endless change – in Bethlehem’s manger 
– increasing in wisdom and stature in 
Galilee – baptized by John at Jordan 
-- tempted by the Devil, he remains 
sinless – committed to the Father’s will 
at Gethsemane—at Calvary he expiates 
sin’s guilt and yields up his soul in death 
– body and soul go their separate ways, 
to the grave and the Father. – The third 
day they are reunited in resurrection – 
he meets with the women and disciples, 
-- He has ascended into heaven -- and is 
coming again to judgment.

All this, and more, Christ has done and 
does, not for himself, but only for the 
Church as in its room and stead.  In its 
essence it is a “one to one” relationship 
always allowing for development into 
inclusion of “the many” (cf. Rom. 5: 19). 
Paul says, “I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
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for me” (Gal. 2: 20b).  It is particularly 
in relationship to individuals that profit 
is to be had in exploring the subject. For 
in order to the saving of even one human 
being Christ knew that every step on this 
path of his self-humiliation unto death 
must needs be trod by him. In other 
words, each sinner has need of a whole 
Christ for himself.  I came to understand 
my need of this Christ for myself so 
that I became bold to believe in him for 
salvation.  If the question be put, “How 
did you come to do this, -- to believe?”  
The answer should be simple, -- as being 
in response to the general call of Wisdom 
in the Gospel, -- “Unto you, O men, I call; 
and my voice is to the sons of Adam” 
(Prov. 8: 4). It is the glorious right of each 
son and daughter of Adam to timeously 
hearken to this call of Christ.  To the 
Greeks he may remain foolishness, 
-- “But unto them which are called … 
Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God.” (1 Cor. 1: 24).  “It is a faithful 
saying: For if we be dead with him, we 
shall also live with him; If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him: if we deny him, 
he also will deny us:” (2 Tim. 2: 11, 12). 

The first benefit accruing from 
the wisdom of God’s great plan of 
Redemption must be in respect of the   
glory that it brings to God Himself as 
a just God and a Saviour.  For man 
himself, however, the gain is immense 
in that believers are adopted into the 
family as heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ, -- “unto all riches of the 

To  say that God is  infinite, is to say 
that he is without limits, vast, endless. 
Creatures are finite, having limits. God 
is infinite in power, so he is all-powerful, 
or omnipotent. A children’s hymn says, 
“There is nothing our God cannot do.”  
Yet, there are things that God cannot do. 
He cannot lie, he cannot die, he cannot 
deny himself, and he cannot fail to 
fulfil his purposes. These refer to God’s 
character and commitment. They are not 
deficiencies in God. They show us, rather, 
what kind of God he is.

What distinguishes the infinite God of 
the Bible from other gods?  All other 
gods are created. The God of the Bible 
has not been created. He is the living 
God, who has never died, and never can.  
Elijah believed this as he stood strong  
before King Ahab and said, “As the Lord, 
the God of Israel, lives before who I 
stand..”.(1Kings 17:1). God  lives and will 
live forever. The only way that God could 
experience death, was that he would 
assume a human nature, susceptible 
to death. This he did when Jesus was 
born, and so we read, “Immanuel, God 

full assurance of understanding, to the 
acknowledgement of the mystery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 
In whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and of knowledge.” (Col. 2: 2, 3).  
(How the Apostle here excels himself in 
admiration!). Both Testaments speak of 
Solomon’s wisdom and how the Queen of 
Sheba associates herself with the king’s 
prowess by coming from the ends of the 
earth to witness it at first hand. But a 
greater than Solomon is here for the 
Church of God! 

You may be acquainted with use of terms 
such as “imputing” and “Implanting” in 
respect of Christ’s righteousness being 
received by a sinner.  May they not, 
however, be equally applicable with 
regard to Christ’s wisdom?  By nature 
we may well complain with the Preacher, 
-- “I said, I will be wise; but it was far 
from me.” (Eccl. 7: 23), but now as a 
believer in Christ it is as possessor of His 
wisdom that I stand. The wonder is that 
the Saviour’s wisdom is being implanted 
within the human soul and the Church 
is found as in the very image of Christ 
Himself.  As Samuel Rutherford noted 
how Christ is all the glory in Immanuel’s 
Land, so it will be for the believer in his/
her very personality (cf. Acts 4; 13).

“To God only wise, be glory through 
Jesus Christ forever.  A-men” 
(Rom. 16; 27).

with us”. When Jesus died at Calvary, it 
was the human nature that experienced 
death, not the divine. He is the Creator, 
who by the word from his mouth, created 
all that exists, even the sun and the 
moon and also the stars. He could stop 
rain or send rain, as he pleased. King 
Ahab did not live by faith in God, but  he 
experienced drought or rain, whichever 
God chose. It can be said of God, that 
“He is able”.  He created the universe,  
and he holds all things in place by the 
word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3). The 
Apostle Paul, provoked by the religious 
superstition of the Athenians (Acts 17:16-
28), teaches them that the God who made 
the world, v24, is not far from any of us, 
for “In him we live and move and have 
our being”, v28.  

Belief in this divine power gives believers 
solid reason for confidence in God in 
life’s changing scenes. This God holds 
the universe in place, and attends to the 
details, even of the sparrow that falls 
to the ground. “He is able”. These three 
simple words are immensely important.  
The magnificent design displayed in 
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the vastness of the  universe,  and the  
minute detail of the smallest forms of  
life, all  speak about God’s resources. 
The laws of nature are  the laws of God 
at work. He can suspend these ‘natural 
laws’ as he pleases, so that three men 
came  out from a hot furnace without as 
much as a singe. Be encouraged that, 
as you live under God’s divine care, 
his power extends to every part of the 
material universe. The Bible, however, 
shows that God’s power reaches beyond 
the visible universe. It reaches places 
where the greater problem is the human 
sin of defiance against God. Disobedience  
has plunged the human family into 
darkness and damnation. We are 
confronted with our ignorance of God and 
our disinclination – we are opposed to his 
terms. Can the omnipotent God handle 
this problem of human sin, and still be 
God?  God’s own answer is the sending 
of  his Son into the world, to take a true 

body and reasonable soul. He was given 
the name “Jesus”, so stipulated by God.  

The Living and True God cannot die, but 
he laid the sin of his people on his Son in 
human nature, his Son, the Lord Jesus,  
who fulfilled all that was prophesied 
about  the promised Messiah, and  who 
gained the victory over death and the 
grave. He travelled in the greatness of 
his strength, he speaks in righteousness 
and is mighty to save (Isaiah 63:1).  
The integrity of the Almighty and Holy 
God is intact in all the journey through 
Bethlehem and Calvary to the empty 
tomb and the Ascension of the Risen 
Christ to Heaven. All that God requires 
to satisfy divine claims and meet with 
human need,  to display his love, and 
to pour out his grace, he has himself  
provided in his Son, the perfect sacrifice. 
Psalm 85:10 confirms the message and 
the purpose achieved.  In Jesus Christ, 

that a glorified human  nature can enter 
Heaven and live there.  Redemption  is 
secure in the power of God, and so also 
the details of our lives in his hands. 

The Bible doctrine of divine omnipotence 
is not confined to the lecture rooms 
of theological colleges. It is for life 
every day. It enables the believer to 
do all things through Christ who gives 
strength, but for the unbeliever that 
omnipotence sounds a warning not 
to defy God. Mighty men on earth 
challenged God, but they did not fare 
well in the contest.  Goliath was hit by 
a stone and died. King Ahab thought he 
could out-step God by disguising himself  
before going  into battle. He was trying 
to avoid the death that God said would 
come to him on the battlefield. Sadly, 
the King had not reckoned with God who 
rules over the details in providence. “A 
certain man drew his bow at random and 
struck the king of Israel”.  God who can 
direct arrows, and King Ahab died, as 
God’s word had  predicted. 

The Omnipotent God has revealed that 
every knee will bow, and every tongue 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of  God the Father.  The good news 
of God’s grace is that those who come 
to him through Jesus, and so bow the 
knee in gracious submission, are saved.  
All of salvation  hangs on the power of 

God is infinite in Power: he is ableGod is infinite in Power: he is able

God has dealt with sin, to his own 
satisfaction. Will the display of God’s 
power in raising Jesus from the dead, be 
wasted by human rejection of the divine 
offer?  The omnipotent God resolves 
this problem. For mere men, it is an 
impossible assignment, but God is able. 
Psalm 110:3 informs us that people will 
be willing when God exercises his power 
– “Your people will offer themselves 
freely on the day of your power”.  God has 
the hearts of all people in his hands. In 
prayer, and in preaching, be encouraged 
that he is able to convict of sin, and to 
convert  sinners to Christ. 

This is Jesus explains in John 16. The 
omnipotent God is the God of salvation.  
The power of Almighty God brings 
people to know his mercy and grace in 
Jesus Christ. The same power will carry 
us through every stage of the journey 
to Heaven. The Omnipotent Lord will 
preserve your going out and your coming 
in, from this time onward.  The Christian 
life is described as a race, a fight, a 
pilgrimage,  a wrestling experience. Who 
is sufficient for all of this?  The power of 
God’s grace is sufficient to meet our every 
need. When you pass through the waters, 
they will not overflow you; and when you 
pass through the fire it will not kindle 
upon you.  There is fear and fighting, 
but “Thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1Cor. 15:57).  The Risen Jesus Christ 
has ascended to Heaven for us, showing 

     The bible docTrine of divine omnipo-
Tence is noT confined To The lecTure 
rooms of Theological colleges. iT is 
for life every day. iT enables The  
believer To do all Things Through 
chrisT who gives sTrengTh, buT for The 
unbeliever ThaT omnipoTence sounds  
a warning noT To defy god.

con’t to pg 27
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“gIft aId – ScottISh congrEgatIonS

The UK tax authorities have asked charities 
to amend the Gift Aid declaration form for 
those contributors who make offerings to the 
God’s work. The General Treasurer of the 
Scottish Presbytery, Mr Laurence Mackenzie, 
respectfully asks that Congregational 
Treasurers ensure that all contributors have 
signed the new forms and mailed them to him 
at the following address:   
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland
Halifax, HX4 8LN.  

If anyone has any questions, please do contact  
Mr. L. Mackenzie at this email address:  
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com. 

Our ability to continue, financially, as a 
denomination is completely dependent on 
reclaiming the tax you have paid on your 
contributions. May the Lord bless you for your 
kindness. 

If you are a UK tax-payer and are not 
currently contributing through Gift Aid I 
would urge you to prayerfully consider this 
matter; essentially it adds 20% to what 
you give to the work of Christ. A Gift  Aid 
declaration form is available for download on 
our website: www.apchurches.org/gift-aid-
scottish-congregations.

SUbScrIptIonS & rEnEwalS for apc nEwS

The APC News is published 6 times per year 
beginning with the January/ February issue. 
The cost is £10 per year including postage and is 
considered as a donation.

I would like to thank everyone who has paid 
their subscriptions also those who have given 
generous donations. However there are still a 
few who have yet to pay their subscriptions. 
Therefore, I would like to remind you to please 
send your subscriptions to the address below at 
your earliest convenience. Thank you.

Clark Walls, Treasurer (APC News)

Please send your subscription fee to:

Mr. Clark Walls
2A Stratton Road, Inverness

IV2 3XA, Scotland, UK
 

Telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

God. He commanded the light to shine 
in the beginning, now commands the 
light of grace to shine into the heart and 
mind. Two essential things for spiritual 
progress are “to get to know more of 
Christ”, and that  “to become more like 
Christ.”  These two become a reality 
in the life of a believer by the power of 
Omnipotent God.  He is mighty to save 
and will fulfil this purpose for all who 

trust in Jesus. You will be like him, 
because you will see him as he is. 
Colossians 2:12. “you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from 
the dead”. Divine power has created 
the universe,  has raised up the Lord 
Jesus, and that same power ensures the 
salvation of the Christian believer. 

God is infinite in Power: he is able

con’t from pg 25

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
    or who has been his counselor?”
“Or who has given a gift to him
    that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are 
all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Romans 11:33-36
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dUndEE
Rev. Donald C. Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee, 
DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk
Dens Road Church
11 Dens Road – Sunday 11am & 
6.30pm; usually Wed 7pm 

EdInbUrgh
Rev. John Ross
6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh EH10 
7AG
Tel: 0131 466 6247
email: jrossapc@googlemail.com
Sunday11:30am and 5pm
Bible Study Wed 7:30pm at 47 
Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

fort wIllIam
Services held jointly with the Free 
Church, High Street
11am & 6:30pm, 
Wednesday 7:30pm
Contact: Donald MacNicol
Tel: 01397 712405

InvErnESS
Rev. Dr John C A Ferguson
16 Drummond Road, Inverness, 
IV2 4NB
Tel: 01463 223983
Kingsview Christian Centre  
Balnafettack Road; 
Sundays 11:30am & 6pm,
Wed 7:30pm

Centre Manager: 
Ken MacDonald
Tel: 01463 716843 
email: kenmac.arnish@gmail.com
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

kInlochbErvIE & laIrg & rogart
Rev. Gordon Murray
APC Manse, Saval Road, 
Lairg, IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176 email: 
revgordonmurray@gmail.com

Kinlochbervie: Day Care Centre 
Main Street, 11:30am
Lairg Church: 6pm
Rogart Church: 11am (2nd and 4th 
Sunday only)
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

lochInvEr & StoEr & drUmbEg
Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating 
between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC – 11am 

Lochinver Free Church at 6pm
Contacts: Mrs E. MacKenzie 
Tel 01571 855279 or 
Mrs I Macaulay 
Tel: 01571 855214

oban
Rev. Archibald McPhail
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, 
Oban PA34 5TN
Tel: 01631 567076
Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

Campbell Street Church – 11am & 
6:30pm, Wed 7:30pm 

poolEwE
Joint Worship with Free Church, 
Services Inverasdale
10.30am (with Sunday School); 
Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm

SkyE and harrIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Portree, Skye, IV51 9PS
Tel: 01470 582421 
Email: 
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com 

SKYE: Portree APC Church,  
Staffin Road – 11am & 4:45pm,    
CofS, Dunvegan – 12:45 & 6:30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7:30pm, 
1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 2nd, 4th 
Dunvegan. Thurs – Bible Study 
Portree 2nd & 4th at 7:30pm

HARRIS: Seilabost Primary 
School – 12 noon and 6pm (2nd 
Sabbath each month 6pm service is 
a joint service with and at Scarista 
CofS) Local Contact: Mr Finlay 
Maclennan Tel: 01859 550252

Stornoway
Interim Moderator: Rev. John van 
Eyk TAIN & Fearn; 72 Keith Street 
– 11am & 6:30pm, Thu 7:30pm. 
www.apcstornoway.com

taIn & fEarn
Rev. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, 
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street – 
11:30am; Hilton Church 10am, Wed 
7:30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 
3rd, 5th Lord’s Day Hilton; 2nd, 4th 
in Tain; www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

wIck & Strathy
Rev. Ross Macaskill
Castleview, 64 Roxburgh Road,  
Wick, KW1 5HP
Tel: 01955 928 075
emailjrrm@gmail.com
Wick Church – 11am; Strathy 
Church – 2pm
www.wickpresby.weebly.com

abroad

nEw wEStmInStEr, canada
Rev. F Matandika
#203, 204 Sixth Street
New Westminster, BC
V3L 3A1 Canada
Tel/Fax: +1-604-544-5040
www.newwestminsterchapel.org

Lord’s Day Services: 
Sunday School: 1pm
Morning Worship: 11am
Evening Worship: 6:30pm
Wed/Thr Prayer & Bible Study: 
7:00pm. Call for the venues 
regarding the mid-week meetings.

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website 
at www.apchurches.org or by 
contacting the General Treasurer of 
the Scottish Presbytery:
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie;  
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 
Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel 01422 604458
Email: laurence.r.mackenzie@
btinternet.com

modErator of ScottISh prESbytEry
Rev. John van Eyk
TAIN/FEARN

clErk of ScottISh prESbytEry
Rev. Archibald McPhail
OBAN

aSSIStant clErk of ScottISh prESbytEry 
pro tEm
Rev. Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY

modErator of canadIan prESbytEry
Rev. Fletcher. Matandika
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC

clErk of canadIan prESbytEry
Mr. Hugh. Fraser
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC

pUblIcatIonS trEaSUrEr
Mr. Clark Walls
INVERNESS 
Tel. 01463 796952

EdItor of ‘apc nEwS’ 
Rev. Fletcher Matandika
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC

aSSIStant EdItor
Rev. Gordon Murray
KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Our ScOttiSh charity NO iS:
Sc 02313

aPc  webSite addreSS iS:
www.apchUrchES.org

congrEgatIonal  dEtaIlS


