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Our theme for this issue is 
the God’s Goodness. G. K. 
Chesterton said that “the 
world will never starve for 
want of wonders; but only for 
want of wonder.” We often 
fail to wonder at the things of 
God. We fail incredibly as a 
race to wonder at the goodness 
of God. 

Perhaps the problem is that we fail to 
understand that we do not deserve any 
good from him. The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism states that the fall of Adam 
brought mankind into an ‘estate of sin and 
misery’. It goes on to explain this misery as 
‘all the miseries of this world, death and the 
pains of hell forever’. 

Genesis 1-3 reveals a black backdrop that 
highlights the great goodness of the God 
who did not leave us to perish in this estate 
of sin and misery. The blacker the sky is 
the brighter the stars appear.

Psalm 31 contains great lessons in God’s 
goodness. He begins speaking about his 
relationship with God and his trust in God 
(vv1-8):

“In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me 
never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your 
righteousness. Bow down Your ear to me, 
Deliver me speedily; Be my rock of refuge, A 
fortress of defense to save me. For You are 
my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Your 
name’s sake, Lead me and guide me. Pull 
me out of the net which they have secretly 
laid for me, For You are my strength. Into 
Your hand I commit my spirit; You have 
redeemed me, O LORD God of truth. I have 
hated those who regard useless idols; But I 
trust in the LORD. I will be glad and rejoice 
in Your mercy, For You have considered 
my trouble; You have known my soul in 
adversities, And have not shut me up into 
the hand of the enemy; You have set my feet 
in a wide place.”

The psalmist is declaring that he is a 
Christian. He is a godly man and not a 
worldly man. All his trust in life is in God 
and his care and provision for him.

Next he tells of all his woes (vv9-13):
“Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in 
trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Yes, 
my soul and my body! For my life is spent 
with grief, And my years with sighing; My 
strength fails because of my iniquity, And 
my bones waste away. I am a reproach 
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In the end he has a great testimony to 
deliver (v19-24):
Oh, how great is Your goodness, Which You 
have laid up for those who fear You, Which 
You have prepared for those who trust in 
You In the presence of the sons of men! You 
shall hide them in the secret place of Your 
presence From the plots of man; You shall 
keep them secretly in a pavilion From the 
strife of tongues. Blessed be the LORD, 
For He has shown me His marvellous 
kindness in a strong city! For I said in 
my haste, “I am cut off from before Your 
eyes”; Nevertheless You heard the voice of 
my supplications When I cried out to You. 
Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints! For 
the LORD preserves the faithful, And fully 
repays the proud person. Be of good courage, 
And He shall strengthen your heart, All you 
who hope in the LORD.”

Even after all this trouble, pain and 
suffering he declares God is GOOD - that 
God has goodness stored up for his people! 

The Psalmist teaches us that we need to 
be honest about our troubles. We need 
to be prayerful through our troubles and 
we should wonder at the goodness of our 
covenant God. Like Aslan in The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe, “He’s not safe, but 
he’s good.”

We hope that you will encounter all these 
things in the articles that following in this 

edition of the APC news.

among all my enemies, But especially 
among my neighbours, And am repulsive 
to my acquaintances; Those who see me 
outside flee from me. I am forgotten like a 
dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken 
vessel. For I hear the slander of many; Fear 
is on every side; While they take counsel 
together against me, They scheme to take 
away my life.”

How can this be? Surely the man that 
makes God his trust will have the good life 
in this world? That’s what the ‘prosperity 
gospel’ peddlers would have us believe. 

The Palmist doesn’t complain. Rather he 
prays (vv14-18):
“But as for me, I trust in You, O LORD; 
I say, “You are my God.” My times are in 
Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my 
enemies, And from those who persecute me. 
Make Your face shine upon Your servant; 
Save me for Your mercies’ sake. Do not let 
me be ashamed, O LORD, for I have called 
upon You; Let the wicked be ashamed; Let 
them be silent in the grave. Let the lying 
lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent 
things proudly and contemptuously against 
the righteous.”
 
He declares that in the middle of the 
mess he trusts God. That is a declaration 
of true faith. When the hard times come 
he still believes. He doesn’t turn against 
God when it seems like the enemies are 
prospering; rather he asks for God’s help in 
his troubles. ‘Save me!” he cries, “And crush 
the enemy!”

from the editor

What is God?

god is a spirit, 
infinite, eternal,

and unchangeable, 
in his being, 

wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, 

goodness 
and truth.

Westminster Shorter Catechism (Q. & A. 4)



6 7

There is in the answer to Shorter 
Catechism question four, as Alexander 
Murray in a previous article has 
helpfully shown, a grammar to consider. 
That is, it shows us God’s communicable 
attributes relate to his incommunicable 
attributes. And so in this we note that 
God’s goodness is defined by the fact that 
he is a spirit who is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable. God is different. “No one 
is good except God alone”, said the Lord 
Jesus (Mark 10:18). Even though we may 
say that goodness is a communicable 
attribute - something that we can know 
in our own experience - His goodness 
is different from ours because, among 
other things, the proportion and scale 
and magnitude of it goes beyond all that 
we can imagine; it is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable. It is absolute because he 
is absolute. And yet, as we shall see, in 
God’s mercy he has blessed us in a way 
in which we may show forth a glimpse of 
His goodness to the glory and honour of 
His name. 

When we consider such a ‘big picture’ 
of God, as well as the biblical material, 
inevitably there will be philosophical 
constructs to grapple with. Please don’t 
give up reading. Even in this short article 

wonder at the beauty and be amazed at 
the God who is behind it all.

In the countryside away from the 
lights of town and city we might look 
up into the night sky and be in wonder 
like the Psalmist, “What is man that 
you are mindful of him?”(Ps.8:4) And 
perhaps that thought is magnified in our 
technological world. We can look in a 
telescope and see the Milky Way galaxy 
around us with its billions of stars. 
And further, we could visit one of those 
great observatories and be at wonder 
at the thought of billions and billions of 
galaxies all around. Or perhaps to see 
the pictures that are taken by the Hubble 
space telescope as it reveals black holes, 
supernovas and all kinds of complexities 
beyond our imagination. The universe 
goes on and on and on and so we may 

it may be very easy to stop and say, 
“Well, I know God is incomprehensible 
and I think this article may be too!” It is 
worth while getting a bigger perspective 
of who God is, so please take time to 
wrestle if need be with what is here. 

We think first of all of God’s 
goodness as infinite. 
We may ask of someone, ‘Out of 1-10, 
how good was he?’ But the goodness 
of God is a scale that we cannot 
number. Thomas Boston said that, “The 
treasures of the divine goodness cannot 
be inventoried” (Commentary on the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Vol.1). 
They are vast. 

We only need to think of the world 
around us. We are absolutely dependant 
on our God for all things. From the way 
that our bodies work and function to the 
abundance of provision that we receive 
from the world around us. There is 
the design and order that brings about 
weather cycles and seasons. Seedtime 
and harvest come and go and we are 
blessed with much more than we need. 
And we are given to enjoy what is around 
us; the landscape and plants, the birds 
and animals. To appreciate its splendour, 

well question like the Psalmist, ‘Why 
does God have any thought for us?’ 
(Psalm 8:4)

When such things are in view it is time 
to bow the knee and worship this God 
who made the heavens and the earth out 
of nothing. Be in awe and wonder,  
“the heavens declare the glory of 
God.”(Ps. 19:1) He holds it all together 
and there is not one molecule of it that is 
out with his knowledge and control. That 
includes our lives. We are his crowning 
glory and he cares for us. He is good to 
us, infinitely so. 

God’s goodness is infinite but it is 
also eternal. 
How then do we think about God’s 
goodness as eternal? We may ask of 
someone, ‘When was she good to you?’ 

the goodNeSS of god
By rev. roSS mAcASkill

wE arE hIS  crOwnIng glOry and hE  carES fOr US . 

hE  IS  gOOd tO  US ,  InfInItEly  SO . 
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But when we come to think about God’s 
goodness, His people can say that He 
is always good. The Psalmist says with 
conviction, “Truly God is good to Israel” 
(Ps.73:1). We know and experience God’s 
goodness throughout our lives, even in 
the hard and difficult times, and may 
take from that some understanding that 
it is without beginning or end. But does 
this really demonstrate the extent of his 
goodness? One way might be to think 
about it in relation to its purpose.

In Louis Berkof’s Doctrine of God he 
points out that because 
    “God is absolutely good in Himself, His 

love cannot find complete satisfaction 
in any object that falls short of absolute 
perfection. He loves His rational 
creatures for his own sake, or, to 
express it otherwise, He loves them in 
Himself, His virtues, His work, and His 
gifts. He does not even withdraw his 
love completely from the sinner in his 
present sinful state, though the latter’s 
sin is an abomination to Him, since he 
recognises even in the sinner His image-
bearer. Jn.3:16; Matt. 5:44,45.” 

In this way we may say that God’s 
goodness is eternal because it originates 
in Him and always finds its satisfaction 
in His own being. In Psalm 73, Asaph 
speaks first of God’s goodness being 
known and concludes with knowledge 
of God’s purpose, “I have made the Lord 
God my refuge, that I may tell of all your 
works”(Ps. 73:28). What he describes 

is reminiscent of the first Shorter 
Catechism question and answer, which 
concerns finding purpose in glorifying 
God and enjoying Him forever. And 
this is how it is with God’s goodness. As 
it is experienced and known, it is also 
demonstrated in His people to the glory 
of his name. His goodness, in some sense, 
returns to him as we glorify him and it is 
here that it evidences an eternal quality 
as it finds satisfaction in him.

What a privilege it is to know this and 
to exercise it. That God grants that we, 
despite our inherent sinfulness, should 
show something of who he is in his 
goodness through our own actions one 
to another is a blessing that we should 
never take for granted. What goodness!

God’s goodness is eternal but it is 
also unchangeable. 
We may ask of someone, ‘Was he good 
to you all the time?’ But God’s goodness 
is constant and does not change because 
it comes out of the fullness of his being. 
And so the sun shines and the rain 
falls on both the righteous and the 
unrighteous (Matt. 5:45). We all live in 
a world and benefit from what we call, 
God’s Common Grace. The goodness of 
God is something that each and every 
man experiences each and every day. 
But one’s experience of God’s goodness 
may be different from another’s. Is God’s 
goodness then not changeable? 

In a recent blog post the philosopher 
Paul Helm gives a helpful illustration 
from sunlight for our understanding 
(paulhelmsdeep.blogspot.co.uk). We have 
all seen light shining through a stain 
glass window and refracting through the 
coloured glass. As the sunlight comes 
through the various panes is it different 
or one and the same? It is one and the 
same but it is the colours that make 
the difference. We can think of those 
coloured panes as God’s eternal decree 
being outworked as we experience in 
our own lives the goodness of God in 
different ways. We encounter God’s 
goodness in every moment of life. It is 
in that Common Grace to all but also 
in the Special Grace known by the 
Lord’s own. To the Lord’s people, God’s 
goodness is revealed and experienced 
most fully and wonderfully in knowing 
him as a covenant God. The God who is 
calling a people to himself in and through 
salvation. 

He loves His own with a special love 
since He knows them as His children in 

Christ Jesus. To them he communicates 
himself in the fullest and richest sense. 
The light so shines with all the fullness 
of his grace and mercy on his own in his 
Son whom he gave for them.

And we may say that it is in knowing our 
God in Christ that we come to a greater 
appreciation of God’s goodness to us. 
It is here our eyes are really opened to 
see the wonder of his creation in awe 
of its Creator. In Christ we realise and 
appreciate God’s goodness to us and find 
our purpose as we seek to bring glory to 
God in our lives. As God’s children we 
are brought to worship and adore him, 
to know him as our Heavenly Father. 
Oh, our fathers may give us good gifts 
when we ask but if so how much more 
our loving Heavenly Father (Matt.7:11), 
who is not evil, but is supremely good in 
Himself. 

What a great God he is! What a good God 
He is! For He is spirit, infinite, eternal 
and unchangeable in his goodness!

the goodness of godthe goodness of god

iN chriSt We reAliSe ANd AppreciAte god’S goodNeSS 

to uS ANd fiNd our purpoSe AS We Seek to BriNg 

glory to god iN our liveS. AS god’S childreN We Are 

Brought to WorShip ANd Adore him, to kNoW him AS 

our heAveNly fAther. 
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“Why do you call me good?” Jesus 
replied. “No one is good except God 
alone.” (Luke 18: 18-19).

The man was right, of course, 
because Jesus was indeed good; he 
was God and man.

God’s goodness to us is seen in 
so many ways – his kindness in 
providing us with life, food, water, 
sunshine. God in his goodness has 
given us a family and friends and a 
place to worship him. Our good God 
has given us his Word and through 
that Word has told us about the 
Saviour, his Son Jesus Christ, who 
came to seek and to save the lost.

What about us? After God made 
the world, he looked at everything 
and said that it was good. Adam and 
Eve were sinless when God placed 
them in the Garden of Eden. But 
they fell into sin by eating the 
forbidden fruit. They had rebelled 
against God and could no longer be 
called good. Every person born since 
then has been born a sinner.

By nature no one is able to do good 
consistently. “There is none that 
does good, no, not one.” (Romans 
3:12). Even when we want to do 
good things, we find ourselves doing 
bad things that we do not want to 
do. The apostle Paul experienced 
that too. “I do not do the good I 

kid’s corner: 
by carine mackenzie

A ruler came to Jesus one day and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”

kid’s corner

want,” he said, “but the evil I do 
not want is what I keep on doing.” 
(Romans 7:19).

The Bible tells us that part of the 
fruit of the Spirit is goodness. So 
how can we show goodness in our 
lives? Only through God, by His 
working in our lives to draw us to 
Himself through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. “He that does good is of 
God”. (3 John 11).

God’s description of goodness is “to 
do justly, and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 
6:8).

God commands us to depart from 
evil and do good by obeying his 
laws. Goodness comes from loving 
God because he first loved us. 
Goodness shows itself in many 
different ways: putting others 
before ourselves, helping the needy, 
giving generously, not envying.

Barnabas is described as a good 
man. (Acts 11:24). He trusted 
in God and was full of the Holy 
Spirit. His life showed kindness and 

helpfulness. He generously gave 
his property to the church. He 
preached God’s message of salvation 
and was a great encouragement to 
God’s people. His life was a fruitful 
life for God and all his good works 
came from God.

It is much easier to be good on the 
outside. What about our thoughts? 
God asks us to think about things 
that are true and just, honest, pure 
and lovely. (Philippians 4:8). We 
know that we often do or say or 
think things that are bad. Our only 
hope is to flee to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to trust in his finished work 
and be covered with his goodness, 
the robe of his righteousness. He 
died for us and He lived for us and 
now He intercedes for us.

We can never be good enough on 
our own. But God in His rich mercy 
and grace is pleased to look on the 
goodness of His dear Son instead of 
our evil hearts.

As the hymn writer said, “All the 
fitness He requireth is to feel your 
need of Him.”
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Quiz
time!

1. Who is the only good one according to Jesus?

2. Write down 3 good things God has given you today.

3. How did evil come into the world?

4. Write down three bad things that you have done in your life.

5. What is our only hope for salvation?

6. Find out what the word ‘Gospel’ means.

kid’s corner

Come Ye Sinners 

come ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;

Jesus ready stands to save you,
full of pity, love, and pow’r.

chorus:
i will arise and go to Jesus,

he will embrace me in his arms;
in the arms of my dear Savior,

o there are ten thousand charms.

come, ye thirsty, come and welcome,
god’s free bounty glorify;

true belief and true repentance,
ev’ry grace that brings you nigh.

come ye weary, heavy laden,
lost and ruined by the fall;

if you tarry till you’re better,
you will never come at all.

let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness he requireth
is to feel your need of him.
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I got glasses when I was 7 or 
8. I remember slipping on the 
frames, experiencing 20/20 vision 
after living in a fuzzy world. I 
remember that feeling of relishing 
every detail around me, the 
feeling of absolute goodness when 
the world came into focus. 

Before that, I thought that trees looked 
like burry clumps of green to everyone 
like they do in picture books. Now, 
I could count individual leaves and 
watch the way the veins ran. My world 
changed. When I put on glasses, I won 
tennis matches and I could ride my 
family’s horse super crazy fast around 
the field. My life changed.
 
The difference is in the details, in the art 
and gift of sight.
 
The gift of vision is one of the best ways 
to understand and appreciate God’s 
goodness.
 
The world isn’t a glass-half-full or glass-
half-empty case. It’s nuanced. It’s riddled 
by details on every side that break the 
rules. We have to be able to see the truth, 

to appreciate the freckles, to be honest 
about the goodness and the badness. As 
believers in God’s goodness, we should 
be differentiated from others by our 
ability to see, to discern light and dark, 
beautiful and horrific. This ability to 
see and to discern can be one of the best 
witnesses to a world of blind souls. Is this 
glorious gift of discernment a gift that 
we cultivate and that we share with the 
world honestly?
 
As a social worker in Seattle, I worked 
with disadvantaged residents and I had 
a prime view of the very worst about the 
world. I’ve met so very many scarred 
individuals who have grown up in a 
lifetime of physical and mental abuse, 
so many people who can’t trust because 
the only people that they ever trusted 
before turned around and tortured them. 
I’ve become friends with people who 
were so emotionally wounded that they 
could barely speak, let alone tell their 
stories. Every day brought in hundreds 
and thousands of real-life tragedies and 
horror stories. There are situations that 
no amount of sugar-coating can call good 
or say happened for the best. Where is 
the goodness?
 

the Art of SeeiNg
By molly murrAy

the art of seeing

Now we live in a grumpy village of 800 
folk who are dying. Our church is made 
of only 15 people on a full day. Every 
one of them has a story of grief. The 
disadvantaged population of Seattle is 
a nation compared to our village, but it 
is one teeny tiny microcosm of the giant 
network of sad, aggrieved people who are 
in the world. It’s not just some people. 
It’s not just disadvantaged or lost people. 
It is everyone. Everyone is touched by 
these catastrophes because every single 
soul is touched by the disaster of sin. 
Where is the goodness?
 
C.S. Lewis called this issue the “problem 
of pain.” It is a problem for Christians 
that the world hurts. It has to be to 
understand God’s goodness. If we believe 
that God is good, why would He create 
such a painful place, or allow so much 
suffering? If you aren’t troubled by the 
fact that people are currently persecuted 
and killed for the Gospel, if you aren’t 
troubled by the fact that children are 
born with AIDS and addictions to meth, 
than I think you need to look again. Read 
a few headlines, volunteer in a hospital, 
or just talk to a few homeless people.
 

We live in an evil world. We can’t accept 
that Christ is a savior or grasp the 
goodness of His sacrifice until we accept 
that not only are we completely evil, 
but the whole world is dark and fallen. 
We live in the rubble of a fallen Eden. 
This world needs a savior. We live with 
the hope of redemption because this 
world craves redemption (Rom. 8:22). To 
appreciate the goodness of God, we have 
to recognize that darkness is exactly 
that: dark.
 
Job’s friends are famous for trying to find 
a reason for his calamities. But when 
you read the book of Job, there is no good 
reason for his troubles. Satan wanted 
to torment him. The story ends happily 
with a new family and new hope – but is 
it a good thing that the first family died? 
Was Job a better person for his scars? We 
should not be Job’s friends, comforting 
ourselves that there is light in utter 
darkness.
 
Many Christians try to give reasons for 
dark events as a way to find a reason for 
their sadness, to cope with the struggle. 
Sometimes, we can’t find God’s goodness 

“For now we see in a mirror dimly,  
but then face to face. Now I know in part;  

then I shall know fully,  
even as I have been fully known.”

1 Corinthians 13:12
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the art of seeing

in an event. We don’t know why bad 
things happen, and we need to accept 
that we don’t have the answers because 
we are seeing the world through a glass 
darkly (1 Cor. 13:12).
 
The best way to reach out to a hurting 
soul is to get down in the rubble and to 
empathize because bad is bad and dark is 
dark. We are called to truth. The honesty 
of this acknowledgement is what a lost 
world needs to hear.
 
Cultivating honesty about what is dark 
will help you to cultivate honesty about 
what is good, the things of light. The 
ability that the Holy Spirit gives to 
believers to see and to discern the evil 
of darkness and the goodness of God is 
one of the most incredible gifts that we 
have. It’s a living metaphor. The ability 
of believers to appreciate goodness and 
to share it should be a trademark of the 
faith.
 

A good poet sees and experiences the 
world, and then shares that experience. 
This is what we call vision. A poem that 
grapples head-on with a giant subject 
like love or death is usually cliché. A 
poem that centers on one detail, like 
the way a raindrop falls, and then 
expands that experience to illuminate a 
comparison can be life-shaping. In the 
same way, I think that a big-picture, 
long-run view that misses the little bits 
of goodness can be deadly to a grasp of 
God’s goodness. The details are life-
shaping. Believers should strive for this 
vision.
 
Gordon preached on Mark 10 a few 
weeks ago, the vignette about a blind 
man, Bartimaeus. I love the fact that 
Jesus took time in the middle of His 
journey to save the world for social work: 
to reach out to a noisy bum on the side 
of the road. He didn’t comfort him with 
future hope or with the fact that he was 
blessed compared to a lot of blind men. 

the art of seeing

He gave this man light and sight.

      Now they came to Jericho. As He went 
out of Jericho with His disciples and 
a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, 
the son of Timaeus, sat by the road 
begging. And when he heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” Then many 
warned him to be quiet; but he cried 
out all the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”  So Jesus stood still and 
commanded him to be called. Then 
they called the blind man, saying to 
him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is 
calling you.” And throwing aside his 
garment, he rose and came to Jesus. 
So Jesus answered and said to him, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 
The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, 
that I may receive my sight.” Then 
Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
your faith has made you well.” And 
immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus on the road.” (Mark 10: 
46-52)

This man is saved by a glorious metaphor 
of vision, a metaphor that should remind 
us to look around and be thankful for the 
ability to watch the dirt in front of our 
feet. That is the way this story should 
strike us.
 
See! Notice details. Read signs. 
Appreciate your 20/20 vision and be 
thankful for the ability to appreciate 

frills and trebles and subtleties. Count 
the leaves and look at the way the veins 
run. The gift of sight is a metaphor for 
salvation, but we should also consider it 
a metaphor for la vita bella. Look around 
yourself like a poet.
 
Ann Voskamp describes this 
understanding in One Thousand Gifts: 
A Dare to Live Fully Right Where You 
Are. “I know there is poor and hideous 
suffering, and I’ve seen the hungry and 
the guns that go to war. I have lived 
pain, and my life can tell: I only deepen 
the wound of the world when I neglect 
to give thanks for early light dappled 
through leaves and the heavy perfume of 
wild roses in early July and the song of 
crickets on humid nights and the rivers 
that run and the stars that rise and the 
rain that falls and all the good things 
that a good God gives.”
 
Discerning God’s goodness in this story 
of creation that we take part in is an 
experiment of experience. It’s like 
slipping on the prescription for good 
vision. Annie Dillard says that the 
“secret of seeing is, then, the pearl of 
great price” (“Seeing,” Pilgrim at Tinker 
Creek).
 
Let honest vision shape your life, and 
honest appreciation will follow. Come 
away from the darkness of darkness. 
Cultivate the gift of vision, and enjoy the 
tangible experience of God’s goodness.

yeS, See! Notice detAilS. reAd SigNS. AppreciAte 

your 20/20 viSioN ANd Be thANkful for the ABility 

to AppreciAte frillS ANd treBleS ANd SuBtletieS. 

couNt the leAveS ANd look At the WAy the veiNS 

ruN. the gift of Sight iS A metAphor for SAlvAtioN, 

But We Should AlSo coNSider it A metAphor for lA 

vitA BellA. look ArouNd yourSelf like A poet.
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This is an amazing story which was 
written to help others and the writing of 
it also helped Molly the author overcome 
the terrifying memories and destructive 
flashbacks from her horrendous accident. 
Typically, when people go through 
traumatic events they are often left with 
alarming flashbacks invading their lives 
when least expected. The almost fatal 
accident occurred when a speedboat 
crashed on top of Molly as she was 
peacefully lazing along in a punt with 
her family. So bad were her prospects of 
recovery that the doctors all but switched 
off the life support machines.

“Remember the time we did this together 
and had the best time together for ever, 
and ever, and ever. No I don’t. I don’t 
have memories. So much of our lives 
revolves round memories.” Molly gives us 
deep insight into what life is like after a 
colossal head injury. Recovery is so long; 
the tiredness goes on and on and on. She 
was only 15, imagining an active life 
before her and now this forever recovery, 
which lasted for three very long years. 
Many scenarios appeared in daily living. 
Now Molly had to ask herself when 
confronted with situations, ‘“O what 
would Molly do?” I still have no idea. 

Where is she? What would she do? I am a 
stranger in a foreign body.’

About this Molly says, “I unlocked my 
lost self by finding and experiencing 
these resources again.” The resources are 
old journals and books of quotes compiled 
by Molly before the accident. “It was an 
extraordinarily successful and painful 
process to retrace my steps and recreate 
the flashbacks. As I understood what 
I went through, the fragments came 
together and I could finally reconcile the 
past. I haven’t had a flashback since.”

This book is challenging to read, not 
because it says nothing but because it 
is trying to say too much in very short 
compass. It honestly shares her depths of 
confusion, frustration and suffering going 
through a devastatingly hard experience. 
At one point in her recovery she says, “I 
know it’s expected that a brain injury 
leaves a victim without personality or a 
past, but it made me feel undressed, like 
I’ve mismatched my socks or forgotten 
my camisole.” At another point she 
graphically describes the massive effort 
to play the piano, at another the ongoing 
dread that her head is going to fall off, 
at another the huge focus needed just to 

“todAy, She iS”
By molly milteNBerger murrAy

place her feet on the ground, at another 
the “demon” “man” that stalks her.

I like the loving warmth and candour 
of the letters to Molly from a very loyal 
school friend. They in their own right 
make the book worthwhile, as does the 
love of her father and family.

Twelve years later Molly is married 
to Gordon Murray and living in Lairg, 
Scotland. The unimaginable recovery 
certainly illustrates that nothing is 
too hard for the Lord. Give the book to 
someone in similar circumstances or a 
carer. I thoroughly enjoyed it, especially 
at the second reading and found it very 
helpful. Molly draws on her readings as 
a keen student of literature to make her 
point.

The three year tortuous road to recovery 
was like… well, read this book and find 
out. Here is a clue, “the turning world 
eventually clicks into place like the 
spokes of a bike. Everyone has their own 
story of growing up. This is mine.”

This book could do with being much 
longer and a bit more of a popular style 
and it would be helpful to an even wider 
readership. Perhaps a subsequent edition 
or a sequel is the answer but meanwhile 
it is a very worthwhile read. Graphic 
word pictures abound. Family love and 
support run throughout. Scriptures are 
quoted to great effect. Do we ever recover 
from even lesser bruises that life inflicts 
on us or do we just adapt and make the 
best of the life that we then have and 
call that recovery. What is, is! So make 
the best of it. We do not enjoy the luxury 
of a parallel life for comparisons, we 
guess what could have been we deal with 
what is. The wise call on God in their 
struggles, and this is what Molly, by 
God’s grace and extraordinary healing 
and help has done and continues to do.

This book should make the reader more 
understanding and sympathetic to all 
victims of major head injuries or massive 
loss of memory and it should give hope to 
such victims. Having had the privilege of 
meeting dear Molly, I can easily imagine 
this book being reborn into something 
even greater.

book review
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As always, the 2014 APC Camp 
has been one of my favourite 
weeks of the year.  The fun, 
family, friendly atmosphere 
found at camp is hard to come 
by in school or nearly anywhere 
else, and the bad language, 
hostility to Christianity and bad 
attitudes so often prevalent in 
school are nonexistent at camp; 
instead there is only fun, love and 
friendship. 

The main activities that fill up the days 
are just great and include swimming, 
ice-skating, laser-tag, go-karting and 
water sports. Everyone loves these, but 
we also thoroughly enjoyed our group 
games, such as hockey, frisbee golf, etc., 
and our lunches in the park.  Each day 
was packed full of fun activities; from 
the time we woke up to the time we were 
chased into bed, no-one ever complained 
of boredom. On the whole everybody got 
a good night’s sleep each night, perhaps 
barring the last night, which is the best 
night of camp, so no-one was too tired to 
join in the day’s fun. 

As the camp is a Christian one, the 
entire focus of the week was on Christ. 
The day was started by prayer at the 
breakfast table; after clean-up duties was 
the morning talk and in the evenings 
we once again gathered for group Bible 
studies. Isaiah 43:1,6,7,10,11; Matthew 
10:22; Ephesians 6:7; and Romans 14:8 
were memorised by all.  The focus of our 
Bible studies was on the our purpose as 
Christians: we are called to glorify and 
enjoy God, to witness for Him, to serve 
Him with our lives, talents and abilities, 
to suffer for the sake of Christ, and to 
be prepared to die for His name should 
it come to that. Each of these studies 
was encouraging but I found the last 
two in particular, on suffering and dying 
for the Name of Jesus, to be especially 
challenging. It was made very clear that 
if we accept Christ into our lives then 
the walk will not be easy; there will 
always be persecution in various forms. 
Friends might leave us, people will mock 
us and we will not fit in with the rest 
of the world. But we could see that our 
reward in heaven far exceeds any earthly 
suffering that we might experience. As 
Paul puts it: “Indeed, I count everything 
as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

Apc cAmp 2014
By mAttheW mcfArlANe

apc camp 2014

sake I have suffered the loss of all things 
and count them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ…that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, 
and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, that by any means 
possible I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead.” (Philippians 3:8, 10).  As 
a Christian who comes from a Christian 
home, I have experienced a taste of 
these persecutions from the time I was a 
little boy; these Bible studies were very 
encouraging as I could clearly see that, 
yes, we will have to suffer for our Lord, 
but nothing compares to the eternal 
weight of glory. Not all of the boys in my 
study group are converted, but each could 
see that although bearing the Name of 
the risen Redeemer has its consequences 
in this short life, the everlasting value is 
incomparable to anything the world has 
to offer. All the campers were challenged 
and inspired as we saw more deeply what 
it means to follow Christ.  We were also  

delighted when a Spanish girl on camp 
was soundly converted.  She is excited to 
be taking the gospel back to her family in 
Spain.

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing us 
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things 
that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will save it. For what 
does it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world but loses or forfeits himself? - Luke 
9:23-25
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unnecessary blindfold

The West Highlands of 
Scotland were at their 
beautiful best when the second 
Argyll Convention took place 
in Oban from 5th to 7th 
August. It was a memorable 
experience. 

The first speaker invited was Richard 
Bewes, formerly John Stott’s successor at 
All Souls, London, and now a well-known 
writer and broadcaster. When he offered 
a number of themes for his talks the 
organisers immediately chose ‘The Time 
is Near’, an exposition of Revelation 
21 and 22. To complement that they 
invited Hector Morrison, Principal of 
Highland Theological College, to speak 
about Christ, this time from the Old 
Testament. And so the overall theme of 
the Convention was, ‘Christ: Redeeming 
and Returning’. 

Using the words ‘redeeming’, ‘rising’, and 
‘reigning’ Hector gave a rich exposition 
of Isaiah 52 and 53. Christ’s servant-
hood was emphasised, in contrast to our 
failure to serve God and that of ancient 
Israel. He joined the dots of scripture 
to present a clear picture of Christ’s 

work, from the cross to the present. 
When we evangelise, he told us, we are 
‘gathering the spoils of Christ’s victory’ – 
a wonderful perspective to have. 

Richard took us to the gates of glory as 
he described God’s presence with his 
people. ‘Now the Dwelling of God is with 
Men’; ‘Come, I Will Show You the Bride’; 
and ‘Behold, I am Coming Soon’ were his 
titles. His acquaintance with persecuted 
Christians came across as he described 
the suffering and glory of the Bride of 
Christ. The Bride may be where only 
six people meet to worship, and their 
heavenly Husband is with them. What 
will it be like when the heavens reveal 
him! 

‘I have never heard preaching like that’, 
was the sort of comment we heard, and, 
‘We were so blessed’. The Lord was 
gracious to us. 

As well as the main speakers other 
contributors also took part. Fiona 
MacDonald of the Scottish Bible Society 
broadened our vision of the Bible’s 
place in other societies. Gary Brough of 
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society 
spoke about the work of Christian 

medicine especially in Africa. And 
Carine MacKenzie, children’s author, 
gave a timely word about ‘The Gospel in 
the Home’, emphasising the benefits of 
family worship. Her husband, William, 
gave reviews of books including those by 
Richard Bewes. 

Another item was a talk by Hector on 
the history of revivals in Lewis, Special 
emphasis was laid on the events of 1949-
50, but it was put in the context of God’s 
ongoing work in those communities. 
Listening to that was a moving 
experience, and his call for prayer for 

revival met with the response from his 
audience, ‘Some of us have been doing 
that for years’. 

Recordings of the addresses are available 
– the website at www.argyllconvention.
com has an order form. 

Some of the APC office-bearers in Oban 
are on the organising committee. Others 
in the congregation were active in 
helping the event take place. We thank 
God for his goodness to us. Please join us 
in prayer for the next annual event, from 
4th till 6th August 2015. 

2014 Argyll coNveNtioN
By Archie mAcphAil – oBAN Apc

From left to right:  Richard Bewes, Archie McPhail (Convention Chairman), 
and Hector Morrison
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“For the Lord 
is good; His 

lovingkindness 
is everlasting, 

And His 
faithfulness 

to all 
generations.” 

Psalm 100:5

presbytery highlights – July 2014

Presbytery met for the 
first time this July since 
making a decision to have 
more Presbytery meeting 
throughout the year. To 
keep on top of business we 
will now meet six times; 
gathering together on the 
fourth Tuesday of every second 
month from May. 

We will also change venue on occasions 
and as a result September’s Presbytery 
is planned to be in Hilton, Fearn. We 
hope that this will encourage a greater 
awareness of each other’s work and be a 
means of strengthening us as a body as 
we support one another prayerfully.

Prayer for one another is so important. 
As a small denomination distances are 
significant when we are scattered from 
one end of the country to the other. 
We may think that prayer is basic but 
there is no greater support and it is 
fundamental to the life of our Church’s 
ministry. And we want not just to be 
mindful of the Lord’s people but all 
people in Scotland and particularly in a 
time of change.  

We are especially aware of this with 
the approach of the referendum on 
Scottish independence on the 18th 
of September. With this in mind, the 
Presbytery appointed a day of prayer 
for our congregations on Wednesday the 
17th of September. Whilst not wishing to 
instruct our people on how to vote at the 
referendum, except to say that we should 
vote according to conscience, we will say 
that the Church must make this a matter 
for prayer.

Please also remember in prayer Rev 
Gordon Murray as he takes on the 
Editorship of the APC News in January. 
Gordon was appointed to this role by the 
Presbytery having been nominated by 
the APC News and Website Committee.  
He will also be responsible for its design.  
If you have ideas or contributions 
please get in touch with Gordon at 
revgordonmurray@gmail.com. The 
Presbytery expressed thanks to Rev 
Fletcher Matandika and his team for the 
production of the magazine over the last 
two years and for the quality of it. The 
magazine is an important production 
for our members and we hope that it 
will continue to strengthen not only our 

preSBytery highlightS – July 2014
By roSS mAcASkill

faith but our ties with one another as a 
denomination.

The Membership Committee has 
written a report for Presbytery on the 
importance of church membership and 
the pastoral responsibilities towards 
it. This committee was commissioned 
by Presbytery to think through some 
of the issues that are significant to us 
as the APC in this regard. This report 
will be sent to Kirk Sessions for their 
consideration before a full discussion 
at the November Presbytery. Please 
pray for this and for all the work of 
Presbytery as we try to serve the Lord in 
faithfulness and work towards a greater 
and stronger work and witness in the 
APC.
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Here’s the tribute from Dad’s funeral, 
drafted by the family and read by a 
family friend James Campbell: 

Time and again since Roderick’s 
diagnosis, the family has been told by 
others that he was a very special person. 
So it seems appropriate to spend some 
time reflecting on the man they knew 
and loved. Roderick William MacAngus 

Mackenzie was born on the 3rd Feb 1940 
in Inverness - firstborn son of William 
and Dolina Mackenzie. After finishing as 
head-boy at Inverness Royal Academy, 
he went on to qualify as a chartered 
accountant in Glasgow. He worked at 
MacGruther and Marshalls in Inverness 
for several years before moving north 
to Hilton where he started his own CA 
practice in 1972.

in memory of

RODERICK WILLIAM MACANGUS MACKENZIE 
february 3, 1940 – august 25, 2014

submitted by willie mackenzie 

on behalf of the family

He went on to work in a range of 
businesses with his 3 brothers - William, 
Hugh and Kenneth. At his 50th 
birthday celebrations, William referred 
to Roderick as “something of a father-
figure”, to which Roderick immediately 
retorted “I never considered myself a 
father-figure to you, William. If I was I 
did a pretty poor job of bringing you up!”

Roderick spotted Flora, the love of his 
life, through the bookshelves of the Free 
Presbyterian Manse in Halkirk and, 
despite the occasional accompaniment 
of inconvenient brothers; he courted 
and married her on the 17th of August 
1966. Throughout their marriage they 
remained a devoted, loving couple 
who formed an incredible team. 
Characteristics of this partnership were 
a warm, loving spirit, sparky humour 
and wit, open-handed generosity and 
hospitality to all who crossed their path. 
Many times Roderick’s freely-given 
invitations presented a challenge to 
Flora but, being the magician she is, she 
conjured up food for numerous additional 
guests at a moment’s notice. Incidentally, 
Roderick thoroughly enjoyed celebrating 
their 48th wedding anniversary just a 
week before he passed away.

Over the years, Roderick and Flora’s 
family grew with four children - Marina, 
Anne Wilma, Jane and Willie, three 
sons-in-law - Roddy, Andrew and 
Nick, a daughter-in-law - Kate, and 5 

grandchildren - Colin, Alasdair, Lorna, 
Keziah and Naomi. Roderick enjoyed 
the babble of multiple, simultaneous 
conversations around the kitchen table 
and he had the knack of coming up with 
a classic one-liner that would bring all 
chat to an end in uproarious laughter.

During this last week Flora has often 
commented about Roderick’s enthusiasm 
for everything he did. He threw himself 
into his business, his fishing, his 
charitable work with Blythswood and 
the Gideon’s, his singing with the male 
voice choir. This enthusiasm was also 
expressed in his driving style, which 
alarmed many passengers on narrow 
Highland roads. When eventually caught 
speeding, one local policeman told him 
that “flags were being raised at police-
stations across the Highlands”.

Another passion of Roderick’s was food. 
He loved his potatoes, digestive biscuits, 
sticky-toffee puddings, vienetta ice-
cream….. the list is endless. The family 
often joked that he was the big mouse 
rustling around in the larder, looking 
for a suitable morsel to keep him going 
till the next meal. There was something 
of a suspicion that his wide offers of 
hospitality were motivated by the desire 
for a pudding that evening!

Whenever he went on holiday he really 
relaxed and enjoyed himself to the full 
and he loved to travel with his darling 

in memory of roderick william macangus mackenzie
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in memory of roderick william macangus mackenzie

wife. The sign of a very relaxed day was 
that he would even dispense with his 
casual tie. But wherever he was, he never 
forgot his “girls in the office” and made 
a point of sourcing little gifts for each of 
them.

In the last couple of years Roderick knew 
his time was limited and he relished 
days spent at Geanies and on holiday 
with his beloved family and friends. Even 
at the height of his business career he 
always had time for his family and this 
continued to be the case with the next 
generation. Even at his weakest, he 
would rally himself so that Papa could 
give his grandchildren a big hug and tell 
them that he loved them.

Whoever met Roderick got to know very 
quickly that what was most important 
to him was his Christian faith. He 
wanted you all to know his friend and 
Saviour, Jesus. Brought up in a Christian 
home, Roderick was 17 when a friend 
challenged him “What do you think of 
Jesus?”. Roderick admitted that it upset 
him to hear his friends at rugby misusing 
the Lord’s name. “Is that not because you 
love him?” was the reply. This love was 
clearly evident to all who knew Roderick 
and continued right to the end. Following 
his friend’s example, Roderick was 
always quick to turn the conversation 
towards Jesus - sometimes to the 
embarrassment of his teenage children.

Roderick was well-known in the villages 
and throughout the Highlands as a man 
of God. He somehow managed to fit into 
his busy life a demanding preaching 
schedule, sometimes up to 4-times a 
week. He loved his local church family, 
many of whom he knew for decades. It 
was a great comfort to him to see this 
love reciprocated. For several years 
he preached at the Christmas service 
at the Dingwall Auction Mart, which, 
though physically tiring, was a source of 
immense joy to him.

Roderick would want us to emphasise 
that anything that you loved and 
admired about him, was a gift from God 
and an evidence of God’s gracious work 
in him. He would want God to get all the 
glory! And we know that the void that 
his passing leaves in our hearts and lives 
can only be filled by Roderick’s friend and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, whom he loved so 
much. 

“Lord, you are my God;  
I will exalt you  

and praise your name,  
for in perfect faithfulness  

you have done wonderful things, 
things planned long ago.”

Isaiah 25:11

John Charles Ryle
10 May 1816 – 10 June 1900

Stornoway APC

The Stornoway Congregation is thankful 
to the Lord for his manifold blessings 
in the past number of months. God 
has graciously given them love for one 
another and a unity in purpose. Despite 
their vacancy the Lord has blessed them 
with faithful preaching of God’s Word 
week in and week out.

In April the Interim Moderator, John van 
Eyk, gave a Saturday evening lecture 
on infant baptism and in May, Ross 
Macaskill, Session Clerk, gave a talk 
on Psalmody. Both lectures helped the 
congregation see that these particular 
positions of the APC were rooted, not just 
in tradition, but in the Word of God, the 
only perfect rule of faith and practice. 

In September Revd Archie McPhail is 
scheduled to speak on the biblical basis 

and necessity of creeds and confessions 
in the life of Christ’s Church.
In September the congregation takes 
possession of a house for use as a manse. 
The congregation is also preparing for 
the arrival of Michael Butterfield and 
some of his family. Michael is a minister 
in the Presbyterian Church in America 
and is presently without call. The 
plan is for Michael to minister to the 
congregation for a few months and we 
pray that his time in Stornoway will be a 
mutual blessing.

The congregation has been gladdened 
by the addition of some folks, one by 
profession of faith, and we pray for 
the Lord’s continued blessing upon his 
Church.

cOngrEgatIOnal  nEwS
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“gIft aId – ScOttISh cOngrEgatIOnS

The UK tax authorities have asked charities 
to amend the Gift Aid declaration form for 
those contributors who make offerings to the 
God’s work. The General Treasurer of the 
Scottish Presbytery, Mr Laurence Mackenzie, 
respectfully asks that Congregational 
Treasurers ensure that all contributors have 
signed the new forms and mailed them to him 
at the following address:   
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland
Halifax, HX4 8LN.  

If anyone has any questions, please do contact  
Mr. L. Mackenzie at this email address:  
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com. 

Our ability to continue, financially, as a 
denomination is completely dependent on 
reclaiming the tax you have paid on your 
contributions. May the Lord bless you for your 
kindness. 

If you are a UK tax-payer and are not 
currently contributing through Gift Aid I 
would urge you to prayerfully consider this 
matter; essentially it adds 20% to what 
you give to the work of Christ. A Gift  Aid 
declaration form is available for download on 
our website: www.apchurches.org/gift-aid-
scottish-congregations.

SUbScrIptIOnS & rEnEwalS fOr apc nEwS

The APC News is published 6 times per year 
beginning with the January/ February issue. 
The cost is £10 per year including postage and is 
considered as a donation.

I would like to thank everyone who has paid 
their subscriptions also those who have given 
generous donations. However there are still a 
few who have yet to pay their subscriptions. 
Therefore, I would like to remind you to please 
send your subscriptions to the address below at 
your earliest convenience. Thank you.

Clark Walls, Treasurer (APC News)

Please send your subscription fee to:

Mr. Clark Walls
2A Stratton Road, Inverness

IV2 3XA, Scotland, UK
 

Telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

This year’s conference took 
place from Friday 27 June to 
Monday 30 June in Stornoway. 
The Speaker was Dr Sinclair B 
Ferguson. 

Dr Ferguson, who retired last year as 
Senior Minister of First Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, South Carolina, 
addressed the conference on the theme 
‘In Christ Alone’. He helped focus 
our attention on the centrality and 
completion of Christ’s work in securing 
the salvation of His believing people. 

Dr Ferguson gave three edifying 
conference messages: i) From Philippians 
3, on the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. 
ii) From Romans 6, where he explained 
what it means to be in union with Christ 
and experience the transforming power 
of God, the old self having been crucified 
with Christ. iii) From Romans 5 :1 -11, 

where he spoke of the privileges that 
belong to the Christian believer in Jesus 
Christ.  All of the conference messages 
were spiritually uplifting and personally 
challenging.  He encouraged us as 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

The High Church building was kindly 
made available for the conference 
meetings again this year. Dr Ferguson 
preached in the High Fellowship and in 
Point Free Church on the Lord’s Day, 
and he addressed a large fellowship 
gathering in the High Church on the 
Lord’s Day evening, where he shared 
testimony and spoke of the Lord’s work 
in his own life.

Once again we were pleased to welcome 
representatives from Christian Focus 
Publications and the Christian Institute 
to the conference and they updated us on 

the work that they are involved in and 
provided information and bookstalls.

The Conference organisers were very 
encouraged with the attendances at all 
of the conference meetings this year 
from across the island’s churches and 
there were also visitors attending the 
conference from other parts of the UK 
and some from overseas.  It is a blessing 
for God’s people to gather together in  
unity and enjoy Bible teaching, psalm 
singing and fellowship. We pray that 

the Lord’s blessing will follow all that 
took place during this year’s Lewis 
Christian Conference. CD and DVD sets 
will be produced and may be ordered by 
e-mailing: lewischristianconference@
gmail.com

The Conference committee is also 
delighted to announce that next year’s 
conference will see a return of Dr. 
Charles Price who spoke at the first 
Lewis Christian Conference in 2012 
(DV). 

lEwIS  chrIStIan cOnfErEncE 2014
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dUndEE
Rev. Donald C. Macaskill
238 Arbroath Road, Dundee, 
DD4 7SB
Tel: 01382 451798
email: donandmargo@me.com 
www.apcdundee.org.uk
Dens Road Church
11 Dens Road – Sunday 11am & 
6.30pm; usually Wed 7pm 

EdInbUrgh
Rev. John Ross
6 Frogston Grove, Edinburgh EH10 
7AG
Tel: 0131 466 6247
email: jrossapc@googlemail.com
Sunday11:30am and 5pm
Bible Study Wed 7:30pm at 47 
Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

fOrt wIllIam
Services held jointly with the Free 
Church, High Street
11am & 6:30pm, 
Wednesday 7:30pm
Contact: Donald MacNicol
Tel: 01397 712405

InvErnESS
Rev. Dr John C A Ferguson
16 Drummond Road, Inverness, 
IV2 4NB
Tel: 01463 223983
Kingsview Christian Centre  
Balnafettack Road; 
Sundays 11:30am & 6pm,
Wed 7:30pm

Centre Manager: 
Ken MacDonald
Tel: 01463 716843 
email: kenmac.arnish@gmail.com
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

kInlOchbErvIE & laIrg & rOgart
Rev. Gordon Murray
APC Manse, Saval Road, 
Lairg, IV27 4EH
Tel: 01549 402176 email: 
revgordonmurray@gmail.com

Kinlochbervie: Day Care Centre 
Main Street, 11am
Lairg Church: 6pm
Rogart Church: 2pm  (2nd and 4th 
Sunday only)
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

lOchInvEr & StOEr & drUmbEg
Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland
Morning services alternating 
between Stoer Free Church & 
Drumbeg APC – 11am 

Lochinver Free Church at 6pm
Contacts: Mrs E. MacKenzie 
Tel 01571 855279 or 
Mrs I Macaulay 
Tel: 01571 855214

Oban
Rev. Archibald McPhail
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, 
Oban PA34 5TN
Tel: 01631 567076
Email: 
archibald.mcphail@virgin.net

Campbell Street Church – 11am & 
6:30pm, Wed 7:30pm 

pOOlEwE
Joint Worship with Free Church, 
Services Inverasdale
10.30am (with Sunday School); 
Aultbea 12 noon (with Sunday 
School); Poolewe 6pm

SkyE and harrIS
Revd. Dr Wayne Pearce
Bruach Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, 
Portree, Skye, IV51 9PS
Tel: 01470 582421 
Email: 
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com 

SKYE: Portree APC Church,  
Staffin Road – 11am & 4:45pm,    
CofS, Dunvegan – 12:45 & 6:30pm. 
Mid-week service Wed 7:30pm, 
1st, 3rd, 5th Portree; 2nd, 4th 
Dunvegan. Thurs – Bible Study 
Portree 2nd & 4th at 7:30pm

HARRIS: Seilabost Primary 
School – 12 noon and 6pm (2nd 
Sabbath each month 6pm service is 
a joint service with and at Scarista 
CofS) Local Contact: Mr Finlay 
Maclennan Tel: 01859 550252

StOrnOway
Interim Moderator: Rev. John van 
Eyk TAIN & Fearn; 72 Keith Street 
– 11am & 6:30pm, Thu 7:30pm. 
www.apcstornoway.com

taIn & fEarn
Rev. John van Eyk
APC Manse, 2 Cameron Gardens, 
Tain, IV19 1NT
Tel: 01862 892199
email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street – 
11:30am; Hilton Church 10am, Wed 
7:30pm. Joint evening services, 1st, 
3rd, 5th Lord’s Day Hilton; 2nd, 4th 
in Tain; www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

wIck & Strathy
Rev. Ross Macaskill
Castleview, 64 Roxburgh Road,  
Wick, KW1 5HP
Tel: 01955 928 075
emailjrrm@gmail.com
Wick Church – 11am; Strathy 
Church – 2pm
www.wickpresby.weebly.com

abrOad

vancOUvEr, canada
Rev. F Matandika
Killarney Community Centre
Vancouver, BC Canada
Tel: +1-778-318-6167
Email: fmatandika@gmail.com

Worship Services: 
Morning Worship: 9:00am
Evening Worship: 6:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00pm. 
Call/e-mail for details.

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website 
at www.apchurches.org or by 
contacting the General Treasurer of 
the Scottish Presbytery:
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie;  
3 Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 
Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel 01422 604458
Email: laurence.r.mackenzie@
btinternet.com

mOdEratOr Of ScOttISh prESbytEry
Rev. John van Eyk
TAIN/FEARN

clErk Of ScOttISh prESbytEry
Rev. Archibald McPhail
OBAN

aSSIStant clErk Of ScOttISh prESbytEry 
prO tEm
Rev. Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY

mOdEratOr Of canadIan prESbytEry
Rev. Fletcher Matandika
Vancouver, BC

clErk Of canadIan prESbytEry
Mr. Hugh Fraser
Vancouver, BC

pUblIcatIOnS trEaSUrEr
Mr. Clark Walls
INVERNESS 
Tel. 01463 221597

EdItOr Of ‘apc nEwS’ 
Rev. Fletcher Matandika
Vancouver, BC

aSSIStant EdItOr
Rev. Gordon Murray
KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Our ScOttiSh charity NO iS:
Sc 02313

aPc  webSite addreSS iS:
www.apchUrchES.Org

cOngrEgatIOnal  dEtaIlS


