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Editorial
The scr iptures 
say, ‘Behold! All 
t h i n g s h a v e 
become new!’ 
Well here we are 
in a new year, 
with a new editor and a new look to the 
magazine. I hope you like it!

Over the coming months we hope that 
you will enjoy our featured articles and 
our regular contributors to the magazine. 
We hope to bring you Presbytery news, 
congrega t iona l repor t s , pe r sona l 
testimonies, Kids Corner, Your Views, 
book reviews, world Church news, 
inspirational and theological articles, both 
old and new and our prayer is that God 
would bless our wee church and our wee 
magazine as we seek to be a blessing to 
one another.

I’d like to take this opportunity to ask for 
the help of the readership of the APC 
News. I’d appreciate your prayers for me 
as I take on this role. Also if you read 
articles or book extracts that you would 
like to share via the magazine then please 
let me know about them. And if you write 
articles then feel free to submit them here 
and they may well appear… I’d like to 
thank all the contributors to this issue, it 
wouldn’t be here without you!

- Gordon
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Feature Article

Reflections on Retirement
by a retired APC Minister

The Bible says little about retirement - for 
good reason. The concept of 'retirement' 
as the Western world in the 21st Century 
thinks of it, is unbiblical. The idea of 
stopping work and simply enjoying life is 
a humanistic philosophy. We are made to 
serve God - in all the different stages of 
our lives. Ministry is for life. The Bible 
tells us that Moses' life's work of leading 
Israel out of Egypt began when he was 80 
years old. Caleb began his work of 
conquering God's enemies on the 
mountains, when he was 85 years old. 
These men were exceptions, of course, 
but the principle is clear that we were 
c r e a t e d t o s e r v e G o d 
throughout our whole lives. 
We are to be 'faithful unto 
death'. There can be no 
giving up on serving God.

However, the Bible also 
indicates that a person's period of duty 
and usefulness can enter different phases 
of service. This is stated clearly in Num 
8:25-26 when the Levites were to cease 
doing the heavy physical work in the 
tabernacle at 50 years of age and then 
serve God through 'supervising' the work 
and guarding the tabernacle. Eventually, 
Moses had to hand over to Joshua and 
similarly Elijah the prophet handed over 
to Elisha. The Bible speaks of a time when 
Samuel was considered too old to carry 
on the work he was doing and alternative 
arrangements had to be made. It is clear, 
therefore, that a time can come when a 
minister must lay down part of his 
responsibilities so that he can concentrate 
on doing what he is now capable of doing 
properly. 

What lessons have I learnt in over 30 years 
of preaching and ministry?

Over the years, in our congregation, we 
have heard some of the world's best 
preachers. Their sermons were great. We 
have had some tremendous speakers 
preaching the glorious gospel clearly and 
relevantly. The messages were powerful. 
People spoke about them for days 
afterwards. But was there a blessing? Did it 
lead to changed lives? Were people 
converted? Were people moved to make a 
life-change? As a result, did people change 
their occupation so that they could give 

more time to God? What 
effect was there? What 
blessing was there? The very 
best sermon, on it's own 
cannot bless. The most 
powerful and apt ministries, 
without God's blessing, 

cannot produce one convert. Looking at 
our own preaching, it cannot be said that 
the most 'blessed' sermons are the ones that 
people said they really enjoyed. Any 
confessed blessing that followed preaching 
almost always seems to have been some 
'throw-away' remark that cannot even be 
remembered by the speaker. All this does 
not mean that we do not need to 
concentrate so much on our preaching - it 
really means we should concentrate much 
more than we do on prayer for God's 
blessing. 

I used to think the most important thing in 
the world was conversions, but the whole 
message of the Reformation is that the most 
important thing in the world is God's 
Glory. The ministry is not all about 

“The ministry 
is not all about 

growth…”
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expansion - it is about ministry. Make no mistake about 
it, of course, God is glorified by conversions and the 
expansion of His Church - but God is glorified also in the 
declaration of truth and even in the rejection of the 
gospel. Do we consider that Isaiah's ministry was a failure 
because no-one 'believed his report'? (Isa 53:1). Was 
Jeremiah a failure, because he had no converts? (Jer 7:27). 
Ezekiel seems to have failed to turn any Israelite back to 
the Lord and was warned before he set out preached that 
they would not listen (Ezek 2:6-8), are we going to think 
he was not truly called to preach? The lesson to learn is 
not that we need not be so zealous but that God is 
glorified in the preaching of the gospel, whether souls are 
saved or not. These three prophets are among God's 
greatest, yet how few, if any, were saved through their 
preaching? God is glorified when truth is being published, 
when saints are being taught, when sinners are being 
warned, when the sick are being healed, when the poor 
a r e b e i n g f e d i n 
Christ's name. 

At the end of the day, 
we only need one 
thing - God's blessing! 
I found myself saying 
so often: "If only I had 
a better church building"; "If only we had better finances"; 
"If only we had more members and office-bearers"; "If 
only we could hear such and such a preacher"; "If only 
Presbytery would agree to...". And yet it is possible to 
have all these things and not get the blessing. God has 
shown time and time again He can bless the 'below par' 
sermon; He can grow the struggling church; He can 
supply the greatest need at the most unexpected time in 
the most unlikely way to the most unworthy people. The 
only thing we really need is God's touch of blessing.

At the end of the day, when we retire, we discover, God 
does not need us at all.  God has chosen us to serve Him, 
not because He needs us, but because out of His grace 
He desires us to be fellow-labourers with Him. No man, 
not even a minister, is indispensable. When we look 
back, we find that God blesses His work despite our 
mistakes and sins. To God be all the Glory!

“God is building 
his Church despite 
our blunderings.”
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Puritan
Pages
Each issue we will feature writing or a sermon from a different minister from the Puritan 
era. This issue we will hear from Thomas Watson on having a right understanding of 
God’s law. Perhaps a good subject as we make our New Year’s resolutions!

What is the difference between the moral law and the gospel?
(1) The law requires that we worship God as our Creator; the gospel, that we 

worship him in and through Christ. God in Christ is propitious; out of him we may see 
God’s power, justice, and holiness: in him we see his mercy displayed.

(2) The moral law requires obedience, but gives no strength (as Pharaoh required 
brick, but gave no straw), but the gospel gives strength; it bestows faith on the elect; it 
sweetens the law; it makes us serve God with delight.

Of what use is the moral law to us?
It is a glass to show us our sins, that, seeing our pollution and misery, we may be 

forced to flee to Christ to satisfy for former guilt, and to save from future wrath. ‘The law 
was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.’ Gal 
3: 24.

But is the moral law still in force to 
believers; is it not abolished to them?

In some sense it is abolished to believers. 
(1) In respect of justification. They are not justified 
by their obedience to the moral law. Believers are 
to make great use of the moral law, but they must 
trust only to Christ’s righteousness for justification; as Noah’s dove made use of her 
wings to fly, but trusted to the ark for safety. If the moral law could justify, what need 
was there of Christ’s dying? (2) The moral law is abolished to believers, in respect of its 
curse. They are freed from its curse and condemnatory power. ‘Christ has redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.’ Gal 3: 13.

How was Christ made a curse for us?
Considered as the Son of God, he was not made a curse, but as our pledge and 

surety, he was made a curse for us. Heb 7: 22. This curse was not upon his Godhead, 
but upon his manhood. It was the wrath of God lying upon him; and thus he took away 

“The moral law 
is abolished to 

believers”
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from believers the curse of the law, by being made a curse for them. But though the 
moral law be thus far abolished, it remains as a perpetual rule to believers. Though it be 
not their Saviour, it is their guide. Though it be not foedus, a covenant of life; yet it is 
norma, a rule of life. Every Christian is bound to conform to it; and to write, as exactly 
as he can, after this copy. ‘Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid.’ 
Rom 3: 31. Though a Christian is not under the condemning power of the law, yet he is 
under its commanding power. To love God, to reverence and obey him, is a law which 
always binds and will bind in heaven. This I urge against the Antinomians, who say the 
moral law is abrogated to believers; which, as it contradicts Scripture, so it is a key to 
open the door to all licentiousness. They who will not have the law to rule them, shall 
never have the gospel to save them.

Having answered these questions, I shall in the next place, lay down some 
general rules for the right understanding of the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments. 
These may serve to give us some light into the sense and meaning of the 
commandments.

Rule I. The commands and prohibitions of the moral law reach the heart. (1) The 
commands of the moral law reach the heart. The commandments require not only 
outward actions, but inward affections; they require not only the outward act of 
obedience, but the inward affection of love. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart.’ Deut 6: 5.

(2) The threats and prohibitions of the moral law reach the heart. The law of God 
forbids not only the act of sin, but the desire and inclination; not only does it forbid 
adultery, but lusting (Matt 5: 28): not only stealing, but coveting (Rom 7: 7). Lex humana 
ligat manum, lex divina comprimit animam ‘Man’s law binds the hands only, God’s law 
binds the heart.’

Rule 2. In the commandments there is a synecdoche, more is intended than is 
spoken. (1) Where any duty is commanded, the contrary sin is forbidden. When we are 
commanded to keep the Sabbath-day holy, we are forbidden to break the Sabbath. 
When we are commanded to live in a calling, ‘Six days shalt thou labour,’ we are 
forbidden to live idly, and out of a calling.

(2) Where any sin is forbidden, the contrary duty is commanded. When we are 
forbidden to take God’s name in vain, the contrary duty, that we should reverence his 
name, is commanded. ‘That thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, the Lord 
Thy God.’ Deut 28: 58. Where we are forbidden to wrong our neighbour, there the 
contrary duty, that we should do him all the good we can, by vindicating his name and 
supplying his wants, is included.

Rule 3. Where any sin is forbidden in the commandment, the occasion of it is 
also forbidden. Where murder is forbidden, envy and rash anger are forbidden, which 
may occasion it. Where adultery is forbidden, all that may lead to it is forbidden, as 
wanton glances of the eye, or coming into the company of a harlot. ‘Come not nigh the 
door of her house.’ Prov 5: 8. He who would be free from the plague, must not come 
near the infected house. Under the law the Nazarite was forbidden to drink wine; nor 
might he eat grapes of which the wine was made.

Rule 4. In relato subintelligitur correlatum. Where one relation is named in the 
commandment, there another relation is included. Where the child is named, the father 
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is included. Where the duty of children to parents is mentioned, the duty of parents to 
children is also included. Where the child is commanded to honour the parent, it is 
implied that the parent is also commanded to instruct, to love, and to provide for the 
child.

Rule 5. Where greater sins are forbidden, lesser sins are also forbidden. Though 
no sin in its own nature is little, yet one may be comparatively less than another. Where 
idolatry is forbidden, superstition is forbidden, or bringing any innovation into God’s 
worship, which he has not appointed. As the sons of Aaron were forbidden to worship 
an idol, so to sacrifice to God with strange fire. Lev 10: 1. Mixture in sacred things, is 
like a dash in wine, which though it gives a colour, yet does but debase and adulterate 
it. It is highly provoking to God to bring any superstitious ceremony into his worship 
which he has not prescribed; it is to tax God’s wisdom, as if he were not wise enough to 
appoint the manner how he will be served.

Rule 6. The law of God is entire. Lex est copulativa [The law is all connected]. 
The first and second tables are knit together; piety to God, and equity to our neighbour. 
These two tables which God has joined together, must not be put asunder. Try a moral 
man by the duties of the first table, piety to God, and there you will find him negligent; 

try a hypocrite by the duties of the second table, equity 
to his neighbour, and there you will find him tardy. If he 
who is strict in the second table neglects the first, or he 
who is zealous in the first, neglects the second, his heart 
is not right with God. The Pharisees were the highest 
pretenders to keeping the first table with zeal and 
holiness; but Christ detects their hypocrisy: ‘Ye have 
omitted judgement, mercy and faith.’ Matt 23: 23. They 
were bad in the second table; they omitted judgement, 
or being just in their dealings; mercy in relieving the 
poor; and faith, or faithfulness in their promises and 
contracts with men. God wrote both the tables, and our 
obedience must set a seal to both.

Rule 7. God’s law forbids not only the acting of sin in our own persons, but being 
accessory to, or having any hand in, the sins of others.
How and in what sense may we be said to partake of, and have a hand in the sins of 
others?

(1) By decreeing unrighteous decrees, and imposing on others that which is 
unlawful. Jeroboam made the people of Israel to sin; he was accessory to their idolatry 
by setting up golden calves. Though David did not in his own person kill Uriah, yet 
because he wrote a letter to Joab, to set Uriah in the forefront of the battle, and it was 
done by his command, he was accessory to Uriah’s death, and the murder of him was 
laid by the prophet to his charge. ‘Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword.’ 2 
Sam 12: 9.

(2) We become accessory to the sins of others by not hindering them when it is in 
our power. Qui non prohibit cum potest, jubet[The failure to prevent something, when it 
lies within your power, amounts to ordering it]. If a master of a family see his servant 
break the Sabbath, or hear him swear, and does not use the power he has to suppress 

“These two 
tables which 

God has joined 
together, must 

not be put 
asunder.”
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him, he becomes accessory to his sin. Eli, for not punishing his sons when they made 
the offering of the Lord to be abhorred, made himself guilty. 1 Sam 3: 13, 14. He that 
suffers an offender to pass unpunished, makes himself an offender.

(3) By counselling, abetting, or provoking others to sin. Ahithophel made himself 
guilty of the fact by giving counsel to Absalom to go in and defile his father’s 
concubines. 2 Sam 16: 21. He who shall tempt or solicit another to be drunk, though 
he himself be sober, yet being the occasion of another’s sin, he is accessory to it. ‘Woe 
unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him.’ Hab 2: 15.

(4) By consenting to another’s sin. Saul did not cast one stone at Stephen, yet the 
Scripture says, ‘Saul was consenting unto his death.’ Acts 8: 1. Thus he had a hand in it. 
If several combined to murder a man, and should tell another of their intent, and he 
should give his consent to it, he would be guilty; for though his hand was not in the 
murder, his heart was in it; though he did not act it, yet he approved it, and so it 
became his sin.

(5) By example. Vivitur exemplis [We live by example]. Examples are powerful 
and cogent. Setting a bad example occasions another to sin, and so a person becomes 
accessory. If the father swears, and the child by his example, learns to swear, the father 
is accessory to the child’s sin; he taught him by his example. As there are hereditary 
diseases, so there are hereditary sins.

Rule 8. The last rule about the commandments is, that though we cannot, by our 
own strength, fulfil all these commandments, yet doing quod posse, what we are able, 
the Lord has provided encouragement for us. There is a threefold encouragement.

(1) That though we have not ability to obey any one command, yet God has in 
the new covenant, promised to work that in us which he requires. ‘I will cause you to 
walk in my statutes.’ Ezek 36: 27. God commands us to love him. Ah, how weak is our 
love! It is like the herb that is yet only in the first degree; but God has promised to 
circumcise our hearts, that we may love him.Deut 30: 6. He that commands us, will 
enable us. God commands us to turn from sin, but alas! we have not power to turn; 
therefore he has promised to turn us, to put his Spirit within us, and to turn the heart of 
stone into flesh. Ezek 36: 26. There is nothing in the command, but the same is in the 
promise. Therefore, Christian, be not discouraged, though thou hast no strength of thy 
own, God will give thee strength. The iron has no power to move, but when drawn by 
the loadstone it can move. ‘Thou hast wrought all our works in us.’ Isa 26: 12.

(2) Though we cannot exactly fulfil the moral law, yet God for Christ’s sake will 
mitigate the rigour of the law, and accept of something less than he requires. God in the 
law requires exact obedience, yet will accept of sincere obedience; he will abate 
something of the degree, if there be truth in the inward parts. He will see the faith, and 
pass by the failing. The gospel remits the severity of the moral law.

(3) Wherein our personal obedience comes short, God will be pleased to accept 
us in our Surety. ‘He has made us accepted in the Beloved.’ Eph 1: 6. Though our 
obedience be imperfect, yet, through Christ our Surety, God looks upon it as perfect. 
That very service which God’s law might condemn, his mercy is pleased to crown, by 
virtue of the blood of our Mediator. 

Extracted From ‘The Ten Commandments’ by Thomas Watson
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APC Pulpit
APC Pulpit is a regular feature in the magazine where we will share sermons 

from our own ministers as well as from friends of the denomination

Archie grew up in Glasgow. He is thankful 
for the training given by wise parents and a 
sound church. After university in Edinburgh 
he returned to his native city to begin a 
teaching career. During that time he married 
Margaret and they now have a family of four. 
After ten years teaching he began training for 
the ministry. 

In 1985 he was ordained and inducted to 
Lochinver, in the North West Highlands. In 
1995 he moved to his present charge in 
Oban. Around that time he completed an 
MTh researching the impact of social change 
upon the spirituality of Highland evangelical 
churches. 

Margaret and Archie now have the joy of 
two grandchildren and of seeing their 
church develop in Oban.
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Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, 
“How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a 
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.	  
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would 
have asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water.”	  The woman said to Him, 
“Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and 
the well is deep. Where then do You get 
that living water? Are You greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and 
drank from it himself, as well as his sons 
and his livestock?”	   Jesus answered and 
said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water 
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him will never thirst. 
But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” John 4: 
9-14.

When religion is being discussed the word 
‘conver t ’ usua l ly comes in to the 
conversation. For example, we often hear 
of people ‘converting’ to Islam. Jesus said, 
‘Unless you are converted and become as 
little children you will by no means enter 
the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 18:3). 
What does it mean? And is it always the 
same?

Conversion to Christ is different from 
religious conversion in general. For one 
thing, it is a willing, voluntary act. At its 
heart conversion is a change of heart – it 
cannot be forced or cajoled. The rest 
follows from that. 

Since it is so important we do well to think 

about the examples of conversion to Christ 
that we find in the New Testament. Jesus’ 
early disciples had varied experiences; 
some he called, others came of their own 
accord or were brought by other people. 
He called Matthew, an unlikely convert 
since he was a religious outcast. The 
converts on the Day of Pentecost were 
convicted of sin in having rejected Jesus, 
and they needed the assurance that ‘the 
promise is to you …’ When Philip met the 
Ethiopian eunuch he did not speak about 
Christian ethics or experiences; he just 
‘preached Jesus’, and the result was faith, 
joy, and the entire Coptic Church; we must 
work the right way round.

These examples show it is becoming 
acquainted with Jesus that converts people, 
and it is to him they always turn. Beware 
of putting peripheral things in the centre 
where Jesus should be. We see this pattern 
in the case of the Woman of Samaria.

An Unlikely Visitor
The storyteller liked to emphasise Jesus’ 
deity (John 20:31). The person waiting at 
the well was no one less than her Maker. 
And if he made all things out of nothing he 
can also re-make what is broken. 
In one sense he was her Husband, though 
she did not know it. The parable of the 

The Woman of Samaria
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Prodigal Son speaks of a real relationship – 
though the parties are estranged. God is 
not a stranger who wants to interfere – he 
is our God who wants to restore the 
broken relationship. She who had five 
husbands did not recognise her real One.

He was also the Supreme Judge, and she 
had been ignoring his good laws. How 
would we feel if we were in that position 
and he came to meet us? Would we be 
sorry or resentful? It is not surprising some 
people are terrified of meeting God. 
Notice however, she did not realise it was 
God until he had won her over. How 
gentle he can be! That 
s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e 
anyone to open his or 
her heart to Christ.

An Unlikely Convert
She seemed out of place; 
on her own instead of 
with others, and at the 
hottest time of day. It 
hinted at a chaotic life. Some converts to 
Christ lived seriously dysfunctional lives 
before he met them. People like that tend 
to be avoided. Jesus does not avoid them. 

Her experience of life could have made 
her cynical – why should she trust this man 
at the well? And why should society trust 
the church? Many people feel (just like her) 
that God does not want them. In any case 
she had her own religious beliefs, so she 
was likely to repulse any approach by a 
foreign rabbi. On a positive note, her 
beliefs did include the idea of Messiah 
coming, so Jesus had something to work 
on. Many people today still have Christian 
concepts that we can use when we speak 
to them. 

She realised the situation was incongruous 

– ‘why do you speak to me?’ Jesus gathers 
the outcasts and wanderers. 

How Jesus Dealt With Her
He had to make a choice – engage with 
her or ignore her as others would. 
Sometimes we forget he makes a 
conscious choice whenever he does his 
saving work. He is under no obligation to 
act, it is a matter of love. 

His approach was very ‘human’. Her 
Maker sat beside her well, asking for her 
help, and talking about her needs. Our 
Saviour meets us in our everyday life; he is 

not remote. If she had 
seen his divine glory she 
might have fled. Instead 
he put himself on the 
same level, broke social 
conventions to talk to 
her, and won her trust. 
We should treat God 
w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t 
reverence; but he treats 

us with the greatest familiarity. 

Jesus pointed to two issues in her life – her 
need and her lifestyle. When he spoke 
about living water she responded even 
though she did not understand. We, too, 
should respond to his Word even if we 
understand little of it. His reference to her 
husband prompted a confession; God’s 
Word probes before it blesses – do not 
hide from it; good will result. 

In their talk about religion she focused on 
what divided them – where she thought 
God should be worshipped. There are still 
people who think their church is the only 
true one. Jesus did not deny God’s 
sovereign choice – ‘salvation is from the 
Jews’. That can hurt our pride but we need 
to accept him as he is. 

‘Conversion is 
recognising Jesus 
and responding 
appropriately.’
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The turning point came when he revealed his identity as Messiah (Christ) – ‘I am he’. 
Conversion is recognising Jesus and responding appropriately. 

The Outcome
Everything changed when she recognised him. That is so different from other religions. 
He opens our eyes and we see him, for he is the true God and eternal life. He is God’s 
presence – to be trusted, worshipped, and loved. 

The focus of her life changed. It was no longer centred on self. ‘Me first’ belongs to the 
old man, not to the Christian. She left her water pot for she had a new interest and a 
new ambition. She went into the city and told them about the Person she had met. If our 
life is not focused on him people will fear we are not converted; we have reason to fear 
it also. The way to lose our self-centred approach to life is to meet Jesus. 

Ask to find him. Ask his people. Read his Word. Ask him to show himself to you. And 
then he will change you forever. 

It was the start of a new life for her – it always is; there is no going back. He had come 
‘to proclaim good news to the poor’, ‘recovery of sight to the blind’, and ‘to set the 
oppressed at liberty’. Many dysfunctional people have found hope. They see glorious 
things, including their own pardon and restoration, all from our glorious God. They are 
freed from condemnation, freed from the power of their sin, and will eventually be freed 
from the grave. 

It did not end with her. One conversion to Christ leads to others. One of the best things 
we could ever hear would be, ‘Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we 
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world’.

Other sermons in this series can be downloaded from www.sermonaudio.com/obanapc.

Be united with other Christians. A wall with loose 
bricks is not good. The bricks must be cemented 
together.

- Corrie Ten Boom
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Mr Kenneth Maclean, Elder

The Scottish Presbytery of the Associated Presbyterian Churches, met at Inverness this 
11th day of February 2014, places on record its profound sense of loss at the passing 
away on 6th September 2013 of Kenneth Maclean who was for many years a member of 
Presbytery, serving recently as Moderator.

Kenneth followed in the footsteps of his father, Alexander (Sandy) Maclean, an elder in 
the Gairloch Congregation and, for many years, full-time Home Missionary at Laide.  The 
family home at Strath was a model of hospitality (as the writer knows from experience) 
and Kenneth was privileged to grow up in its godly culture; and under the ministry of the 
Rev Archibald Beaton.

It was a busy life that was to ensue for Kenneth. Among his interests on the temporal side 
of life were that of shopkeeper, both as manager and proprietor; Driving Instructor; local 
correspondent for the Ross-shire Journal; B&B host.  On the spiritual side he was equally 
versatile as lay preacher; assessor Elder in other congregations; and as General Treasurer 
of the APC for many years.  In this latter regard the denomination owes to our departed 
friend a huge debt of gratitude. Again, like his father, Kenny was in demand in the role of 
presenter, both in Gaelic and English. With the son there was found, however, something 
of an obsession with Psalmody praise to which the 
Harmony Singers productions witness.  Here Kenny’s 
loss may prove material.

Fathers and Brethren will agree with me that sincerity of 
affection could always be sensed in the greeting 
received from Kenneth so that he will be missed from 
our fellowship.  It was, however, plain to see that it was 
the higher matter of love to the Saviour Himself that 
motivated his life of service to the Kingdom of the Lord 
over the changes of the years.  He has now entered into 
the rest of the children of God in the presence of this 
same Master.

To Catriona, along with the three sons and daughter, 
grandchildren and sisters the Presbytery expresses its 
heartfelt sympathy.

Presbytery Tributes
… I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest 

you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so God will bring with him those who sleep in Jesus. 1 Thess. 4: 13-14
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William D Fraser, Elder

The Scottish Presbytery of the Associated 
Presbyterian Churches, met at Hilton, 
Easter Ross, on 23rd September 2014, 
places on record its sense of great loss at 
the passing from this life on 20th July 
2014 of William D. Fraser, who served on 
the FInance Committee until fairly 
recently.

The writer met Willie in the late forties 
and came to know him well as we shared 
a landing at 8 West End Park St, Glasgow 
C.3. (the old postcode), worshipping together at St. Jude’s Church and participating 
in the young-mens prayer hour on Friday evening in the vestry.  In common with 
his age group Willie had come from war service with the “Royal Scots” (whose 
disbandment  at a later date was hard for him to accept.) The voice of the Sergeant 
Major as acquired by William was to prove quite an asset as he was called upon to 
lead the Psalm singing in St. Jude’s.

As General Treasurer of the FP Church He had a direct part in the negotiations 
which resulted in securing the Forsyth Legacy.  Likewise William had his own part 
in the 1989 saga, as along with Ronald Macdonald, he circulated a Petition to the 
Synod throughout the Church in favour of Lord MacKay and presented it to the 
court in due course. He “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do” (1 Chr. 12; 32) and, as subsequently APC Treasurer, William Fraser was no 
small support to the Cause of Christ among us.

He has now gone to his reward with the Master whom he served and loved.  To the 
sorrowing widow, two sons and grandchildren the Presbytery would convey heart-
felt sympathy at this time.
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What present would you like that would last a lifetime? 
There was a king in the Old Testament called Solomon. 
One night he dreamt that God came to him and asked 
him what he would like to be given. 

King Solomon realised that he had so much, and he 
said to God give me a heart that knows what is right 
and that can tell the difference between right and 
wrong as I do this very difficult job of ruling over the 
people.

God was so glad that Solomon had asked for wisdom 
that He said He would also give him long life riches and 
honour because he had not asked for these. King 
Solomon realised to be wise is far more important than 
to be rich.

God does not want us to be greedy but to ask for things 
that will make us a help to 
other people. Remember 
this when you are asking for 
Chr i s tmas p resen t s o r 
birthday presents.

Solomon needed wisdom in 
many situations but there is 
o n e s t o r y t h a t i s m y 
favourite.

O n e d a y t w o w o m e n 
brought a baby to Solomon 
and told a very sad story. 
One of the ladies said, “We 
live in the same house and 

What Gift Would You Like?



one day I had a baby, then three days later she had a baby. During 
the night she rolled over on her baby and smothered it. When she 
realised her baby was dead she very quietly got up and took my 
baby and put her dead baby beside me.

“When I awoke I soon realised, this is not my baby she has stolen my 
live baby.”

“No,” said the other lady, “the live baby is mine.” So they argued 
and argued and wanted King Solomon to decide who was right and 
who was wrong. 

Nobody else had been in the house to tell what had happened. How 
could anyone know the answer?

King Solomon asked a servant to bring a sword. Then he said, we 
will cut the baby in half and you can both have half. No, said the first 
woman, give her the baby. The second woman said cut the baby in 
two and we can both have half.

Then King Solomon knew who was the real mother, the one who 
would not harm the baby boy and wanted him to live. So he gave 
the baby to the real mum.

That was a very wise way to deal with the situation. It is very 
important to ask God for wisdom it will help you in all kinds of ways 
throughout your life. At school and even at nursery school there are 
times when you wish mum was there to help. But there is your best 
friend Jesus he will help you - just remember to ask him.

Memory verse: James 1: 5 "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you."

Written by Morag Ross



Questions
1. What did Solomon ask for? __ __ __ __ __ __

2. Who gave Solomon this? __ __ __
3. Who came to test his wisdom? __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __

4. What did he ask for? __ __ __ __ __
5. Say in your own words why he didn’t hurt the baby. ____________________________________________
____________________________________________

6. Look at Matthew 12: 42. It tells us that Jesus is __ __ __ __ __ __ __ than Solomon.



Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Q1. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to 
enjoy him forever.

Jesus Loves Me This I Know

Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;

They are weak, but He is strong.

Jesus loves me! This I know,
As He loved so long ago,

Taking children on His knee,
Saying, “Let them come to Me.”

Jesus loves me still today,
Walking with me on my way,
Wanting as a friend to give

Light and love to all who live.

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gate to open wide;
He will wash away my sin,

Let His little child come in.

Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;

Thou hast bled and died for me,
I will henceforth live for Thee.

Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.



Q&A | Kara Tippetts on resting in God’s 
faithfulness to the very end
By WARREN COLE SMITH

Kara Tippetts and her husband, Jason, 
have a lot going for them, including four 
beautiful children and a thriving new 
church that Jason started and serves as 
pastor. But soon after moving to Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, to start that church, 
Tippets discovered she had breast cancer. 
Despite aggressive treatment, the cancer 
spread throughout her body.

Kara describes herself as a terrible sick 
person. She hates being sick, so it might 
have been easy for her to retreat into self-
pity. Instead, she started blogging about 
her experiences with a remarkable 
transparency that immediately won her as 
many as 20,000 daily page views on her 
blog, Mundane Faithfulness. A publisher 
soon discovered the blog and the result is 
her first book, The Hardest Peace: 
Expecting Grace in the Midst of Life’s 
Hard. I had this conversation with Kara 
Tippetts at her home in Colorado Springs.

Kara, your book is called The Hardest 
Peace: Expecting Grace in the Midst of 
Life’s Hard. Whenever I read that, I want 
there to be a hard… 
Something. Anything, and that’s what I say 
in the introduction. I am not trying to win 
at having the hardest story. I’m trying to 
get us all to look for God’s grace in the 
midst of any “hard.” Though my hard is 
cancer, each of us face hard every single 
day. We have an expectation of what life 
would be, and yet it becomes unmet.

Let’s back up a little bit and talk about 
those expectations. You and your 

husband, Jason, live here in Colorado 
Springs, but you came here originally to 
plant a church. Arriving here in Colorado 
Springs is also about the time you found 
out you had cancer as well…

 The first night in town I actually fell on 
my face. I passed out from dehydration 
and altitude and fell on my face and broke 
my nose. My teeth went through my lip, 
and my heart went into AFib. Then six 
months later, that was reconciled, and 
then we moved here to the west side of 
town. We were ready to plant a church, 
and the Waldo Canyon fire came 
screaming down that ridge that you saw 
driving up. For people that don’t know, 
the Waldo Canyon fire was the largest fire 
in the history of Colorado. Folks that 
didn’t live in Colorado Springs don’t know 
what a defining moment that fire was for 
the city. Our entire ZIP code was 
evacuated. We had just moved in 10 days 
before. Over 330 homes were burned. It 
was just the winds. They thought they had 
it and there was a wind change and 
everything changed in a split moment. 
That was the side of town that we had 

Trusting God with Terminal Cancer - Part 1
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chosen to do the church plant. It was very 
clear to us that it was a door opening. 
People came out of their doors, talking to 
each other about what happened. It was 
really a beautiful moment of God opening 
the doors for community in the brokenness 
of that. Then 10 days after that is when I 
found the lump and found out that I had 
breast cancer.

So you found the lump in your breast, and 
you’ve written that even before you got the 
diagnosis you knew…
I knew. I simply knew. I really just knew 
that I was going to be asked to walk this. 
We have no family history of it. I just felt 
sure that it was cancer and that I was being 
called to do something really hard. What 
happened next? We got the diagnosis, and 
I first started with chemo, 
then went to a double 
mastectomy, reconstruction, 
and then radiation. In the 
midst of that, the mother 
church hired us. It’s a large 
church here in town. We 
were supposed to start our 
church plant in October, 
and they allowed us to stay with them until 
March. We started our church plant in 
March when I was in the midst of 
radiation. God has just been blessing our 
work. There’s just a real sense of 
brokenness in our community, so we have 
this really beautiful church with people 
who know that we need to do this. There 
are seven of us in our community with 
cancer, in our small little community of 
about 200 now. Then we went away for 
the summer. The summer of 2013, we ran 
away to enjoy Colorado. I came back in 
the fall, and my last optional surgery was 
to have my ovaries removed. When I went 
to that GYN/oncologist, when he did an 
exam, he found tumors. At that point I got 

the diagnosis of stage four metastatic 
cancer, which means the cancer has gone 
into my blood and moved to organs. So I 
had a radical hysterectomy, and it has 
since just been growing and growing and 
growing. The story is cancer growing, and 
Jason and I just looking for Jesus in the 
midst of it.

What has that been like? That was a little 
over a year ago. Stage four cancer is… 
forgive me for being so… Incurable. It’s 
incurable…
It’s true that there is no cure, but when 
you have the horizons of your days 
shortened, you can either curl up in a ball 
and cash yourself out and just wait to die, 
or you can begin to really live. The grace 
of having very small children is every day I 

have to pack lunches and 
deal with cuts and sibling 
rivalry. I have to still keep 
going, and so while I still 
have this breath, I’m 
planning on using it 
faithfully.

In the midst of all of this 
you started a blog as well. Tell me about 
that blog. 
It’s called Mundane Faithfulness. I started 
it from Martin Luther’s quote, “What will 
you do in the mundane days o f 
faithfulness?” My husband had preached 
that very often, and I really felt like as a 
mom most of our days are like Groundhog 
Day. Every day is the same: laundry, 
dishes, dinners. How do you see Jesus in 
the midst of it and how do you not just get 
through it, but live well in the midst of it? I 
really started it thinking it was going to be 
a mom blog, just encouraging moms to 
love their kids well, and I didn’t realize 
that it was going to be my journey on 
cancer and loving kids well and my 

“At that point I 
got the diagnosis 

of stage four 
metastatic 
cancer…”
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husband well. When I first got the 
diagnosis, I went to our elders as they 
prayed for me and said my "hard" is that I 
would not use illness as an excuse to be 
unkind to my family. That has really been 
my prayer—that even though I am a 
horrible sick person, I hate being sick, I 
asked God to help me, in the midst of my 
hard, to be kind and loving to my family.

When you say you’re a horrible sick 
person and you hate being 
sick, what’s the worst part 
about it? 
A lot of chemo is a constant, 
almost car sickness. Some of 
the drugs they give you to 
help rapidly grow your white 
blood cells cause great pain. 
Jason and I will be going out 
to an event at night, and 
he’ll say, “Do you feel 
good?” And I look at him and I say, 
“Nope, let’s go.” It’s a constant feeling 
poorly, but I’m not sick with a virus, so 
I’m not contagious in any way. I just have 
to learn to live, even when I feel horrible.

While you were feeling horrible and 
starting to document it on your blog, you 
came to the attention of a publisher?
Correct, David C. Cook. It was right after 
my hysterectomy when I got the new 
diagnosis, and they approached me and 
said, we love your writing. We love the 
honesty with which you write. Would you 
be willing to write a book with us? At first 
we didn’t know if I’d even have the time 
to write the book.

You mean the… 
Time living; yeah. We didn’t know; we 
weren’t actually sure how long I had at 
that point. They just became very gracious 
and wanted to work with me and said they 
would use some of the writing I had 
already done, but I said my hard is if I 
want my blog readers to read this book I 
want it to be new to them. They gave me a 
very short deadline and we just worked 
really hard. Oct.1 is its release date.

What do you want the 
book to be and do? 
I think so much of our 
culture is about winning. 
Social media makes us all 
compete, and my hard is 
that we would all stop 
competing and start living 
honestly and in the honest 
living help each other love 

each other better and do this better. My 
hope is that we wouldn’t be afraid of hard 
things in our lives, but allow those hard 
things to be the things that make us see 
how much we need God. In the losing by 
this world’s standards, I’m seeing how 
kept and how loved I am and I want other 
people to see that, because everyone, 
everyone, everyone has hard in their life. 
Like I said, mine is cancer, but everyone 
has something, and some people are 
hiding it and not realizing that God can 
use it in a unique way…

This interview originally appeared at WORLD News 
Group's website (wng.org) and aired on WORLD 
Radio's Listening In. Reprinted with permission. 

Copyright © 2014 WORLD News Group. All rights 
reserved.

“…so much 
of our culture 

is about 
winning…”
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Come Here, I’ll Tell… is our Testimony feature (Ps 66:16) . The difference 
between biography and testimony is that a biography tells us what a man 

has done in his life. A testimony tells us what God has done in his life.

I was born in Caithness in 1961.  My family had neither an active church connection 
nor any interest in spiritual things.  My only real exposure to the word of God was at 
school where I benefitted from a Godly teacher during my formative years.  My parents 
separated acrimoniously when I was 12; this had a devastating impact on me and led 
to teenage years characterised by sinfulness with not a thought of how grievous my 
sins were to the Lord.  I would have attended church occasionally but with no real 
understanding of what I was hearing or why I was there.

After a cataclysmic event in my life, when I was 19, which unfortunately has remained 
with me to this day; I became friends with an evangelical Christian minister in the 
Church of Scotland parish of Olrig; the Rev William (Bill) Dungavel.  The event to 
which I refer was an act of gross sin involving dishonesty.  

Come Here, I’ll Tell…

Laurence MacKenzie is our 
General Treasurer and an elder 
in the Dundee Congregation.  
He lives and works in West 
Yorkshire where he is Group 
Managing Director of Winder 
Power Limited; a company 
which special ises in the 
manufacture of electricity 
transformers and generators.  



Bill visited me every week and began to open up the scriptures to me in private 
times, which would last for several hours. The things I remember from those bible-
studies were how little I knew about the scriptures and, in the beginning, how little I 
understood of sin.  I began to feel very sorry about the things I had done wrong but 
still did not link that to sin. That changed one day in May 1985 when we were 
reading together Psalm 51. We were discussing the gravity of what David had done 
in his murderous and adulterous scheme. It struck me that, for sure, he had hurt 
people but the verse that became life changing for me in terms of conviction of sin 
was verse 4 of the Psalm, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil 
in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when 
thou judgest.”  

This struck me very hard and I agonised over it for many months. I had a heightened 
sense of sin and started to attend public worship after many years of absence. I 
suppose I was striving to blot out my own sin and get into a proper relationship with 
God on my own merits. At the time, I had a taxi business, worked hard and tried my 
best at everything I did. Looking back, the problem I had was I didn’t really know 
what to do with my sin. I certainly knew I was a sinner!

Bill visited me regularly and those became times of great joy to me. We started to 
work through John’s gospel in 1986 and came in due course to Chapter 3. I was 
confronted by this man Nicodemus. Outwardly so perfect, yet he was being told by 
the Lord that wasn’t enough. I realised that I had been striving for outward 
perfection but that rehabilitation in its most precious sense only comes upon 
realisation that the sole cure for sin is the blood of Christ. I can remember the day I 
came to Christ in a saving way – the Lord was saying to me – Laurence; you must be 
born again. The Lord lifted the mist and I remember it as the first day of a new life.

Shortly after that I moved to Dundee, to attend University, which is when I started 
attending the Free Presbyterian Church at Baxter Park. I was determined to find an 
evangelical church.  Those were great days for me as a young Christian.  I was 
hungry for the word and desperate for fellowship.  I really enjoyed having reformed 
theology opened up to me and read every book I could get my hands on.  Those 
student years were the happiest of my life. I had been released from the wages of sin 
and its penalty.  I met my wife to be and we were married in 1989.  The Lord has 
blessed us with over 25 years of happy marriage with a common interest in our 
precious Saviour and the assurance of His love and our ultimate hope of salvation. 
Our lives have not been without times of great testing and trial but there has not 
been a single day in which we have felt that the Lord has departed from our lives. 
There have been many days when I grieve over the sin that is left in me and pray for 
sanctification. My wife Elizabeth was a child of the Covenant, I am ‘a brand plucked 
from the burning’. What a Lord and what a Saviour!
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Kingsview Report by Rev John Ferguson

I would like to identify a number of key themes of congregational life at Kingsview. These 
will help to give a picture of the church over the last year. At the same time I can also 
raise matters for prayer as our congregation looks ahead to the future.  

Word. When we meet together we do so around the word of God, in the presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ – the Word who became flesh. Over the course of the last year, I have 
preached through several books of Scripture, seeking to give a balance of teaching from 
both Testaments. In the last year I have preached from a number of the Minor Prophets, 
Daniel and currently I am preaching on Sunday evenings from the Letter to the Hebrews. 
On Wednesday evenings, we meet together and have a time of Bible study. At the 
moment we are studying 1 Corinthians.  
Prayer. The Kingsview congregation is a praying people. Each Wednesday after the Bible 
Study we have a time of corporate prayer. A good percentage of the congregation attends 
these meetings. We enjoy this time of fellowship together. We serve a God who both 
hears and answers our prayers. I am conscious of the prayers that many in the 
congregation make throughout the week, praying for the ministry of the word and God’s 
blessing upon the church.   
Charity. The congregation is active in charity. Each month there is a retiring offering and 
money is raised to support Christian charities with local or international concern. A 
number of people in the congregation have close ties to Blythswood Care, which, 
motivated by the gospel, continues to serve those in need locally and abroad. Financial 
aid is one aspect of the church’s charitable giving. Several in the congregation give their 
time to help charities in the Inverness area.    
Witness.  The church’s witness is bound up together with the ministries of word, prayer 
and charity. We want to share the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ. We do this as we 
meet together but also through the week. Members in the church host Bible studies in 
their homes. Some are involved in evangelistic ministries in the town centre such as 
Street Pastors, and the Manna House Café, where there are weekly meetings for worship 
and Bible study. During the summer, along with the local Parish Church, we distributed 
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Penny Gospels throughout the neighbourhood.  In the New Year I hope to spend some 
time with the Scripture Union groups in the local schools. During the course of the 
school term the church hosts lunches every two weeks. A number of residents from the 
Maple Ridge Care Home and their carers attend this. This is a witness to those who 
may not otherwise have an opportunity to hear the gospel and spend time among 
Christian people. 
Encouragement. We want to be an encouragement to all in the gospel. We also need 
encouragement too. There are a number of ways in which the congregation would be 
helped in this way. For example a conversion, or seeing a person with faith in Christ 
taking the Lord’s Supper for the first time, would be a terrific encouragement to the 
fellowship. These are things that would be good to pray for concerning our fellowship. 
Courage. Scripture teaches us that the apostles courageously made the gospel known. 
We also need courage to likewise tell the gospel, for we live in times where there 
appears to be little appetite for it. There may disappointment and rejection. But our 
God reigns and has given us the good news, not to keep for ourselves, but to 
communicate it to the world which is in such great need of turning to Jesus Christ. Pray 
therefore that we would take courage and share the gospel. 

Wick and Strathy by Rev Ross Macaskill

Scotland now is less than 2% Christian (a tiny percentage of which are Reformed) and 
that means that we are now being classed in missiological terms as an unreached 
nation.  As Christians and congregations we need to think about this.  For some of our 
congregations the reality of such statistics will be slowly dawning but for most of us the 
situation is all too evident.  This is solemn but it can also be salutary.  More than ever 
we need to go out with the life giving message.  Surely this gives us great impetus.

In Wick and Strathy such things keep us going where Christian numbers are few and far 
between.  We continue to gather for worship on the Lord’s Day and since the spring 
have enjoyed midweek Bible study at  Strathy.  These times have enabled us to have a 
forum to discuss the faith together and to ask questions about why we believe what we 
believe.  Laterly we went through the Christianity Explored course and now we are 
taking a break from this meeting over the winter.  

We continue to reach out to our communities in different ways.  There are community 
groups that we are a part of and where we try to show a Christian perspective and gain 
an opportunity for the gospel.  We try hard at making friendships with the folk that we 
have contact with and share hospitality in our home when we can.  We also share 
good relations with some of the Christians from other churches in our communities 
and we are able to encourage each other in the work of the gospel. 
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Of course, the hard times are not just in the church.  Like everywhere else the Far 
North is not unaffected by social issues.  One of the things that we have started 
recently is a support group called Road to Recovery for those struggling with addiction 
problems.  We have been encouraged with this weekly group where the gospel 
message is given and some of the regulars are showing great interest.  

Over the festive season we hope to do tract work around the Wick town centre and 
around the doors too.  There are many who celebrate at this time of year but who have 
no sense of thankfulness to God.  We hope that even in the midst of their jollification 
and perhaps once it is over, that some may consider the emptiness of it and consider 
eternity and the God who saves in his Son Jesus Christ.  

We are thankful to all who support us and who are in constant prayer for us.  It is such 
an encouragement for us when we hear of all the different folk who are mindful of us. 
We were thankful to have some help in Strathy with some painting work around the 
church (see photos below).  Please continue to remember us in prayer as a family but 
also the faithful folk in our churches here who come and support the work week by 
week.
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Presbytery Highlights
It is always enjoyable meet up with the brethren at Presbytery and particularly when 
there are new people to welcome.  We were pleased to meet and share fellowship with 
Rev Michael Butterfield, who will be supplying the Stornoway pulpit. Michael has come 
over from Jackson, USA and is preaching and carrying out pastoral work in the 
congregation over the next few months of their vacancy. We trust that it will be blessed.

The ‘Membership ad hoc Committee’ submitted a report to Presbytery. Its findings were 
adopted.  Church Membership is a concern the Presbytery felt needed to be addressed. 
We have small congregations and an even smaller membership in the APC. We need to 
be clear on what is required to be a church member - and that is faith in Christ. The 
committee’s work reminded us that the visible church is to be a place of responsibility 
and accountability that comes as the Lord’s people love and encourage one another in 
the faith.    May the Lord help us to strengthen relationships in such a way in our 
congregations.

We have been asked by the Canadian Presbytery to be involved in giving pastoral 
experience to Mr J J Matandika, brother of Rev Fletcher Matandika, who is an elder in 
their church plant in Malawi.  We hope that this might take place later in the year and 
are encouraged to have this exciting prospect and I expect that it will not just be a 
learning experience for J J!  Please remember the work over in Malawi in your prayers 
and that this initiative would develop in a helpful and beneficial way for all involved.

It is encouraging to note that the General Treasurer Mr Laurence MacKenzie gave a 
positive report as we come to the end of the fiscal year. We are thankful to all who give 
to the Lord, and to those who work as treasurers in our local congregations.  As we go 
into a new year please remember Laurence in prayer in his role as General Treasurer and 
that we would continue to meet our financial obligations.  

The Presbytery also discussed the possible departure of Rev Wayne Pearce from Skye and 
Harris and have taken steps to care for the congregation in that event.

Pray for the work of Presbytery that we as a Church would be more committed to Christ 
and his cause than anything else.
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Book 
Review
by Donald C Macaskill

‘CHRIST OUR LIFE’ by MICHAEL REEVES
Paternoster - Kindle and Paperback - 

£8.99

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE ALL ABOUT? This 
book will help you put your life in focus - 
if you are a Christian! I felt ashamed as I 
read about the greatness of Christ and 
how little I truly regarded Him. The 
Apostle Paul said “For me to live is 
Christ”! In fact he went on to say “Indeed, 
I count everything as loss because of  the 
surpassing worth of  knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord” [Ph i l 1 :8+3:8] . In h i s 
introduction, Reeves begins by saying 
‘Jesus Christ, God’s perfect Son, is the 
Beloved of the Father, the 
Song of the angels, the 
Logic of creation, the great 
Mystery of godliness, the 
bottomless Spring of life, 
comfort and joy’. He 
proceeds to show us just 
how magnificent Jesus 
Christ is - and how much 
we Christians have lost by 
failing to consider Him in all His 
splendour. ‘Without Christ we see nothing 
in God but an angry and terrible Judge’. 

He shows us how we gravitate towards 
other things, wonderful in themselves; 
grace, mercy, truth, gospel, even heaven, 
but do not focus on Jesus Christ Himself. 
However, whatever we consider or 
achieve, it will only be Christian ‘to the 

extent that it is about him’! Reeves shows 
us how Jesus was “In the beginning” with 
God the Father, as the Apostle John makes 
abundantly clear in opening up his gospel 
to us. Proving the eternal Sonship of 
Christ, Reeves disposes of the old 
objections of Arius and his followers. If 
Christ is most precious to the Father, His 
treasure, then He ought to be the same for 

us. If the Father can be 
infinitely and eternally 
satisfied with Christ, then 
there is something wrong 
with us if we ever get 
bored or tired of Jesus.

Christ is everywhere in life, 
not just in a part of life. He 
is not just salvation. He is 

in all creation. He is its Creator. “Through 
Him all things were made; with Him 
nothing was made that was made [John 
1:3]. ‘The tiniest details in everything, 
from spiders to silkworms to rainbows and 
roses, all pour forth knowledge about 
Christ and His ways. For example, the 
‘rising and setting of the sun is a type [a 
picture] of the death and resurrection of 
Christ’, the true light of the world. Milk by 

“Christ is 
everywhere in 

life, not just in a 
part of life.”
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its whiteness, represents the purity of the Word of God.’ 

Reeves points out that most commentators in emphasising 
Christ’s uniqueness do so by referring to His sinlessness. But 
His sinlessness ‘tells us what He was not: He was not selfish, 
heartless, cruel, abusive, twisted, petty or proud’. So true. 
Our focus on this negative aspect of His character is the 
reason why our stereotyping of Christians depicts Christians 
as those who do not do certain things instead of the positive 
attributes of grace, kindness, love, forgiveness, etc. Reeves 
tells us Christ had a ‘towering charisma, running over with 
life…He befriended the rejects and gave hope to the 
hopeless.’ He quotes the Puritans, ‘Goodwin argues, two 
things stir Christ’s compassion: our afflictions and - almost 
unbelievably - our sins. Having experienced on earth the 
utmost load of pain, rejection and sorrow, Christ in heaven 
empathises with our sufferings more fully than the most 

loving friend.’ Reeves tells us that believers are defined by Christ and not by sin. Sin in 
the believer is a sickness which draws out compassion from Christ. While we would run 
from Christ in guilt, He would run to us in grace.

Looking at Christ, and not dwelling on our sin, is where we ought to focus our attention. 
Whatever we focus on will gain our full attention. Reeves reminds us that the Roman 
Catholic confessional was designed to spur confessors to a deeper holiness, but in actual 
fact made people identify themselves more than ever as sinners. Focussing on self is not 
the way to holiness. Righteousness is found in Christ. We need to “behold the glory of 
the Lord” so that we may “be transformed into the same image” of Jesus Christ [2 Cor 
3:18].

Reeves finishes by asking, ‘What is the point of being forgiven and justified? What will 
we be doing in heaven? We will be seeing the glory of Christ ‘Knowing Him is the only 
true life’. Christ is not just true. He is glorious. Some religions offer us nirvana, ‘He 
shares with us Himself’.
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APC Kitchen

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart… 

Acts 2:46

Ingredients:
2 stalks lemon grass
3 tbsp vegetable oil
3 medium onions, peeled and 
finely sliced
3 garlic cloves, peeled and 
crushed
2 tbsp fresh root ginger, finely 
grated
2-3 kaffir lime leaves

1 ½ tsp turmeric 
1 red pepper, deseeded and diced
400ml can coconut milk
1.1litres/ 2 pints vegetable or chicken 

stock
100g easy-cook long grain rice
275g cooked chicken meat
285g can sweetcorn, drained
3 tbsp freshly chopped coriander
1 tbsp Thai fish sauce

Method:
Discard the outer leaves of the lemon grass stalks, then place on a 
chopping board and, using a mallet or rolling pin, pound gently to 
bruise; reserve.
Heat the vegetable oil in a large saucepan and cook the onions over a 
medium heat for about 10-15 minutes until soft and beginning to 
change colour.
Lower the heat, stir in the garlic, ginger, lime leaves, turmeric and cook 
for 1 minute. Add the red pepper, coconut milk, stock, lemon grass and 
rice. Bring to the boil, cover and simmer gently over a low heat for 
about 10 minutes. 
Cut the chicken into bite-sized pieces, then stir into the soup, with the 
sweetcorn and the freshly chopped coriander. Add a few dashes of the 
Thai fish sauce to taste, then reheat gently, stirring frequently. Serve 
immediately.

Perfect for the winter months! This recipe came from the Wick Manse 
Kitchen from Mrs Irene Macaskill.

Coconut Chicken Soup



Congregational Details

DUNDEE
Rev Donald C Macaskill, BA; 238 
Arbroath Road, Dundee, DD4 7SB;  
Tel: 01382 451798; 
Email: donandmargo@me.com

Dens Road Church; 11 Dens Road 
- Sunday 11am & 6.30pm; Please 
confirm Prayer Meeting by calling 
the manse. 

EDINBURGH
Rev John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, 
Edinburgh, EH10 7AG; Tel: 0131 
466 6247; 
Email: jrossapc@googlemail.com

Sunday11.30am and 5pm; Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm at 47 
Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS.

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free 
Church, High Street, 11am & 
6.30pm; Wednesday 7.30pm; 
Contact: Donald MacNicol; Tel: 
01397 712405.

INVERNESS
Rev Dr John C A Ferguson, MA, 
MDiv; 9 Golf View Terrace, 
Inverness, IV3 8JJ; Tel: 01463 
419027

Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road; Sundays 
11.30am & 6pm; Wed 7.30pm.
Centre Manager: Ken MacDonald; 
Tel: 01463 716843 Email: 
kenmac.arnish@gmail.com; 
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Rev Gordon Murray; APC Manse, 
Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH; Tel: 
01549 402176 
Email: 
revgordonmurray@gmail.com 

Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street, 11am; Lairg Church: 
6pm; Ardgay Hall 1st Sunday 2pm; 
Rogart Church Last Sunday, 2pm; 
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 
 

LOCHINVER, STOER & 
DRUMBEG

Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland; Lochinver Free 
Church at 3pm; Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie Tel 01571 855279 or 
Mrs I Macaulay Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Rev Archie McPhail, MA, MTh; 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN; Tel: 01631 567076
Email:obanapc@gmail.com

Campbell Street Church - 11am & 
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 

SKYE AND HARRIS
Rev Dr Wayne Pearce, Bruach 
Taibh, 2 Borve, Arnisort, Portree, 
Skye, IV51 9PS; Tel: 01470 
582421; Email: 
wayne.pearce66@btinternet.com

SKYE: Portree APC Church, Staffin 
Road 11am & 6.30pm; CofS, 
Dunvegan 12.45 & 6.30pm. Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm alternating.

HARRIS: Scarista Church of 
Scotland; 12 noon and 6pm. Local 
Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan Tel: 
01859 550252

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev John van 
Eyk, TAIN & FEARN; 72 Keith 
Street - 11am & 6.30pm, Thu 
7.30pm. www.apcstornoway.com

TAIN & FEARN
Rev John van Eyk;  APC Manse, 2 
Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT; 
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com; 

Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 
Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s Day 
Hilton; 2nd, 4th in Tain at 6pm.
www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev Ross Macaskill, Castleview, 64 
Roxburgh Road,  Wick, KW1 5HP;  
Tel: 01955 928 075
Email: emailjrrm@gmail.com

Wick Church 11am; Strathy 
Church 2pm.
www.wickpresby.weebly.com

VANCOUVER
Rev F Matandika; 4370 Sophia St, 
Vancouver, BC, V5V 3V7; Tel: 
+1-778-318-6167; 
Email: fmatandika@gmail.com.

First Service 2pm; Second Service 
6:30pm; Wednesday Bible Study 
7pm.

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website or 
by contacting the

GENERAL TREASURER
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie; 3 
Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 
Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458; Email: 
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.c
om
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GIFT AID - The UK tax authorities have asked 
charities to amend the Gift Aid declaration form for 
those contributors who make offerings to the Lord’s 
work. The General Treasurer of the Scottish Presbytery 
respectfully asks that Congregational Treasurers 
ensure that all contributors have signed the new forms 
and mailed them to him.

Our abi l i ty to cont inue, financial ly, as a 
denomination is completely dependent on reclaiming 
the tax you have paid on your contributions. May the 
Lord bless you for your giving. 

If you are a UK tax-payer and are not currently 
contributing through Gift Aid we would urge you to 
prayerfully consider doing so. It adds 20% to what 
you give to the work of Christ. You can download a 
Gift Aid form at www.apchurches.org/gift-aid-scottish-
congregations.

SUBSCRIPTIONS & RENEWALS - The APC News is 
published 6 times per year beginning with the 
January/ February issue. The cost is £10 per year 
including postage and is considered as a donation. 
Please send your subscriptions to Clark Walls at your 
earliest convenience.
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Mr Laurence Mackenzie
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.com

APC NEWS TREASURER:
Mr Clark Walls

2A Stratton Road
Inverness
IV2 3XA

telephone: 01463 221597
email: clark.walls@btinternet.com


