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Facing Up To Facebook Feature Article
The modern world has much to offer to the Church of Jesus Christ. Most churches
now have a website, recorded sermon ministry, live streaming sermons and much
else besides. Many Churches use screens and projectors to help in worship. Rev John
Ross, Edinburgh reßects on the use of Facebook by individual Christians for the
Glory of God.

Rev John Ross is the APC minister in
Edinburgh. He is married to Morag
and they run the local foodbank in
the Burdiehouse/Southhouse area
with Blythswood, where they also
have Sunday services and Bible
Studies.

opportunity.
Typical of the world we live in
there is much to shock, and much to lead
you down the path of the ungodly. Like
Our Redeemer and the Apostles who
boldly went into the market place we also
should go out into society as we feel led.
The salt is no good if it never gets out of
the shaker neither the light if hidden. You
can reach hundreds with a message that
otherwise might not reach a dozen. Then
there are those with a national and even
an international ministry who reach not
hundreds but thousands and possibly
millions. We should remember them in
our prayers. Satan, no doubt wants them
silenced.
David Andrew Robertson, Dundee
must reach many thousands with his
fearless, forthright stand for the defence
and proclamation of the gospel. He is not

I can't quite believe it, but it's over
four years since I Þrst posted something
on Facebook! What attracted me was the
opportunity to bear witness to the Truth.
Then the news, photographs and posts of
friends, relatives and acquaintances, is a
great delight.
How to work Facebook was the
stumbling block. Young people who
effortlessly learn, don't realise how
challenging it can be for an old person. I
was 65 the Þrst time I tried and almost
gave up. Everyone seemed half my age
and it took so much time and effort.
Thankfully some kept encouraging me.
It is a great source of humour and
fun and can be very relaxing. There are
plenty of fascinating posts, no shortage of
news and comments that you will not
Þnd in the newspapers. With no shortage
of free column space, it is a golden
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one to run away from controversy. We
should pray that he Þghts the right battles
in a Christlike manner as he undoubtedly
desires to.
"John Fullerton MacArthur, Jr. (born
June 19, 1939) is an American pastor and
author known for his internationally
syndicated radio program Grace to You.
He has been the pastor-teacher of Grace
Community Church in Los Angeles,
California since February 9, 1969 and also
currently is the president of The Master's
College in Newhall, California and The
Master's Seminary in Los Angeles,
California.
ÉHe has been acknowledged by
Christianity Today as one of the most
inßuential preachers of his time, and was
a frequent guest on Larry King Live as a
representative of an evangelical Christian
perspective.
MacArthur has authored or edited
more than 150 books, most notably the
MacArthur Study Bible, which has sold
more than 1 million copies and received a
Gold Medallion Book AwardÉÓ Source,
Facebook.
So who knows how many
thousands have encountered him through
Facebook. Dr Steven Lawson believes
MacArthur was singularly raised up by

God for this generation and many
Christians, although by no means all
would agree.
So you might be greatly blessed by
visiting him via Facebook or the web. He
is well worth listening to, although he
could be more gracious when dealing
with brothers and sisters who are not in
agreement with him.
Sadly some people will never
acknowledge anything that hints of clear
bible teaching regardless of who posts it.
Others are vitriolic in their contempt and
hatred. So it is very good when love and
goodwill towards the gospel are shown
on Facebook.
Thankfully God in His inscrutable
wisdom also uses very ordinary people as
His witnesses. Here is my post for last
Monday, (27th July):
"Our Father in heaven we thank and
praise You for: Your everlasting love, Your
forgiveness to all who believe and trust in
The Lord Jesus Christ, Your patience, Your
faithfulness, Your purposes, Your
sovereign rule, Your power, Your wisdom,
Your justice, Your Þnal verdict on
everyone and every situation, Your
fairness, Your salvation, Your truthfulness,
Your revelation of yourself, Your Holy
Bible, Your beloved Son The Lord Jesus,
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the Blessed Holy Spirit, Your church,
Your generosity, all Your goodness
towards us, Your abounding grace and
much, much more we thank You for.
Help us with our struggles this day
Lord. Help us not to think too highly of
ourselves and not to be carried away
with pride and pretension when you
crown our efforts with some success.
Be with all our brothers and sisters
in Christ whatever their situation: Those
sick and suffering; those viciously and
brutally persecuted; the poor; the
powerless; the victims of war; the
discouraged, the oppressed and the
broken hearted.
We want everyone to Þnd true
happiness, joy, comfort, hope and
meaning in You Lord. People think if they
become Christians they will be very, very
unhappy. Dear Lord show them the
inexpressible, unequaled, present and
everlasting joy that is found in You and
Your beloved Son.
In the mighty name of the all
powerful all conquering Jesus we pray,
Amen."
I reach more people by sharing
Burdiehouse Southhouse Community
Church posts on my Facebook page. If I
do it as a share, the number of people
who see it is recorded but if I do it as two
separate posts only the number on the
church site is recorded. I decided it

would be worth doing if it reached a
certain number and thankfully it did.
Facebook is a business and if you pay
them (which I have never done) they will
promote your page, but those
sympathetic to the spread of the gospel
can promote the causes of their choice
by: following, liking, commenting or
sharing and there is no charge. Some
wholesome secular pages have reached
scores of thousands free of charge.
Needless to say some unwholesome
pages spread like a cancer.
To end on a very positive note.
People who would never go inside a
church might listen to a message on
Facebook as can those who would be
sorely persecuted for going to church. It is
one of the modern ways of prayerfully
putting a gospel tract into someone's
hand, you give them the opportunity of a
lifetime whether they use it or not is their
responsibility. It reminds me of the
Muslim, or was it Communist, who
conÞscated a bible from a Christian and
used it as wallpaper. One day with
nothing better to do or rather, doing one
of the best things possible, he read pages
here and there on the wall and got
soundly converted.
"Sow your seed in the morning,
and at evening let your hands not be idle,
for you do not know which will succeed,
whether this or that, or whether both will
do equally well." Eccles. 11:6.

“Needless to say some unwholesome pages
spread like a cancer…”
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A Missionary Message
Terrence Atkinson has connections
with the APC in Canada. The following
testimony and update was submitted
by Hugh Fraser for inclusion in the
APC News.

The church of Jesus Christ is a missionary
community. It is this by express command
of the Head of the church Himself. The
raison d'etre, 'the reason for living,' or
logos to use the greek word, is that all
who profess Christ as Saviour and Lord
are called to 'go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature' in
order to make all the nations of the
world the disciples of Christ . In this great
and glorious enterprise Jesus promises to
be with them by His Spirit even to the
ending of the ages and He assures them
of success as he tells them 'all power is
given unto me in heaven and on earth,'
and it must be so for God the Father
commanded His Son, ' Ask of me and I
will give Thee the heathen for
Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts
of the earth for Thy possession,' and Jesus
has told us, 'The Father heareth me
always.'
This then is the amazing privilege
that is given to every church and
congregation and to each individual
Christian in every generation. The
Apostles understood this and so did their
followers and there have been some in all
ages who have understood that this is the
reason why God keeps us in this world
instead of taking us to heaven
immediately after we have become,
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through grace, His disciples.
My parents, although from
Methodist and Anglican backgrounds, did
not attend church. Sunday was a day for
visiting or excursions into the country. In
my twelfth year and having a good treble
voice, I was encouraged by my friends to
join the choir of the chapel in the military
barracks near to where we lived. I loved
the ritual, the vestments, the beauty
of worship and the earnest singing of the
soldiers as they prepared for service on the
front lines. I learned to pray and delighted
in the prayer book, but knew nothing of
the way of salvation. It was through the
persistent evangelistic efforts of a boy at
school that I heard the gospel for the Þrst
time and in my sixteenth year, in a park
where I was walking with my dog; I gave
my life to God asking Jesus to be my
Saviour and Lord.
The boy took me along to his
church. The preaching was expository and
powerful and intensely evangelistic and
everyone did their utmost to bring other
people, often people they had befriended
and helped in some way. Above all,
missions were their absorbing interest and
missionaries came often to speak. Men
and women from the church were
missionaries in China and India. One
young man went off to North Africa and

founded the Sahara Desert mission which
continues to this day. Another went to
the Arctic and eventually became the
Anglican bishop of the Arctic. Missionary
biographies were our delight and we
studied the lives of Henry Martyn,
William Burns, Hudson Taylor, Amy
Carmichael and many others and what an
inspiration they were to us all. Some of
the things they wrote have remained with
us all through the years.
These are the words of Henry
Martyn, classical scholar and senior
wrangler of Cambridge University, as he
was leaving Calcutta and arriving at
Dinapore, October 1806, "I have hitherto
lived to little purpose, more like a clod
than a servant of God; now let me burn
out for God." In his diary he also wrote
this, "How awful the thought that while
perishing millions demand my every
thought and care, my mind should be
distracted about such an extreme triße as
that of my own comfort."
And this from Amy Carmichael,
"the Spirit of Christ is the spirit of
missions. The nearer we get to Him, the
more missionary minded we become."
Someone wrote to her asking to describe
the life of a missionary. She answered
quite brießy, "It is a chance to die." All
her life she quoted this poem:
"And all through life I see a cross
where souls of men yield up their breath
There is no life except by death
There is no vision but by faith
Nor justice but by taking blame
Nor glory but by bearing shame
And that eternal passion saith
Be emptied of glory, right and name."
In those days we were also
confronted with the challenge of the
student volunteer moment [1886-1893].
Its motto was 'the evangelization of the

world in this generation' and its pledge,
'It is my purpose, if God permit, to
become a foreign missionary.' In the
universities and seminaries hundreds of
young men and women signed the
pledge and went. They had come to
believe that every generation of
Christians should make a fresh attempt
to accomplish the task that is placed
upon them the moment they believe.
The second inßuence and one
that gave me a theology of missions that
has enabled me to continue in the work
and inspires me even now in these last
years, came from a congregation that
seemed at Þrst sight to be the opposite of
the one I have just described. These
people, mostly of Scots origin, gathered
together three times a week in a church
building in Bloor Street, Toronto,
Canada. I had not met people like these
before at least not as a group. This was
in 1956 and I was in my second year at
seminary and had been invited
to preach for them for three months.
They seemed at Þrst somewhat severe,
and yet friendly, but I soon discovered
that God in His gracious providence and
for my great proÞt had set me amongst
the excellent of the earth.
Last December Cathie and I
traveled from Greece to Italy to spend
time with the family and especially to
preach for the little group of believers in
Fornaci di Barga in Tuscany, near the
city of Lucca. Scottish ministers used to
visit them, especially John Tallach and
Angus Morrison. But now they depend
entirely on us for the ministry of the
word. Although few in number, they are
quite remarkable. They meet twice on
Sunday and once during the week to
read the scriptures and to pray together.
But they do long for the ministry of the
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word and they are very grateful for our
visits. We were able to visit only once
during the previous year. A young
woman called Simonetta is the one that
keeps them together and has written a
couple of excellent tracts in Italian,
which she uses to interest people in the
gospel.
On April the 4th Cathie and I will
be returning to Greece to continue our
ministry there, God willing. As soon as
we arrive in Thessaloniki, we shall travel
down to Volos to get the boat for
Alonissos. While we are in Volos I will
be able to arrange for an operation on
my eyes. I have had difÞculty for some
time on account of cataracts which need
to be removed and also to have surgery
for drooping eyelids, which impairs
vision.
You will be aware no doubt, of
the great economic crisis which is having
such a disastrous effect upon Greece. It
may mean its exit from the Euro and a
return to the Drachmae. This will cause
incredible inßation and a rise in the cost
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of living. Many of the young people are
unable to Þnd work and there is and
there will be increasing social unrest.
We ask your prayers for us as we
return to resume our work and ministry
there. We are so grateful that God
continues to give us health and
strength..
We are also very grateful that we
have a house that is eminently suitable
as a place of refuge for people who are
going through a period of personal crisis
as well as a place of retreat for
Christians. We are expecting many
visitors this summer. We also run across
young people who are traveling now in
great numbers. Some of these are
university graduates who cannot Þnd
work and others without employment
who are utterly disillusioned with the
hopeless way of living that secularism
has produced and are looking for
something to give them hope and a
reason for living. This gives us a great
opportunity to point them to the One
who is called the Logos.

APC Pulpit
APC Pulpit is a regular feature where we share
sermons from our own ministers as well as from friends of the
denomination.

Rev George Macaskill is the former
pastor of Stornoway APC Church.
He is married to Isobel. He is now
retired but worships (and is
currently assessor elder) in the
congregation in Stornoway.
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Freedom in Christ
"Knowing...your election of God" (1Thes 1:4)
HOW can Paul say so conÞdently that
he knows that the Thessalonians are God's
'Elect' when only eleven months before he
wrote these words, these very people were
worshipping idols? (1Thes 1:9).
The Thessalonians were an amazing
church in many ways and little wonder
Paul calls them his pride and joy.
According to Acts 17:2,
Paul planted this church
after just three weekends
of preaching! That's
pretty amazing! The
really wonderful thing
about this church,
however, is not so much
that a church was
planted in Thessalonica,
but that a church
survived
in
Thessalonica. Acts 17
reveals how Paul was
persecuted and driven
out of Thessalonica
leaving the congregation
without an Apostle, a
Pastor, an Elder, a
Deacon or even a
mature Christian. No wonder Paul had to
send Timothy (at great inconvenience to
himself) to encourage and build them up
(1Thes 3:1-3). Indeed, isn't it amazing that
Paul calls the Thessalonians a 'church' and
not simply a 'fellowship' or 'group of
believers'.
But surely the most outstanding thing
about this verse is that Paul maintains the
Thessalonians are God's Elect. How does
he know that? He has been led by the Holy
Spirit to write it, so it is an accurate
statement. Paul doesn't say he 'thinks' they

are Christians, or his opinion is that they
are true Christians, indeed, he doesn't even
say he 'believes' they are Christians Ñ he
says they are God's Elect. Paul knows they
are Christians. 'Knowing' something is not
the same as 'having an opinion' about it
because opinions change. Knowing is not
the same as 'believing' because one can
believe the wrong thing. Knowledge of
something is truth. Jesus
said that if someone
abides in His Word they
would 'know the
truth' (John 8:31,32). Paul
knows
that
the
Thessalonians were
genuine Christians and
therefore 'chosen' by
God.
How does Paul
'know' that?
If someone is 'elected'
or 'chosen'Ñthey are not
simply elected or chosen
Ñthey are elected or
chosen to do something
or be something.
Our
MPs are elected to
represent us in
Parliament. We 'know'
they have been elected because they are in
the House of Commons as our MPs. Our
International sportsmen and women are
'chosen' to represent our country at sport.
We hear they are chosen on the Radio or
TV, but the proof they are truly chosen is
that they actually play on the sports Þeld
wearing their country's sports colours. That
is what they were chosen to do. What is the
evidence that God's chosen or elect are
truly chosen by God? The answer is that
they do, or are, what they have been
chosen to do or become.

“How did the
Thessalonians
become
Christians? Paul
tells us that the
Thessalonians were
converted by
hearing and
believing the
gospel.”
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What are God's people chosen to do or
become? In short we could reply they are
chosen to be 'holy' through hearing the
Gospel, trusting Christ with their salvation,
and seeking to follow and imitate Him in
their lives. That is how Paul knew the
Thessalonians were chosen by God.
How did the Thessalonians become
Christians? Paul tells us that the
Thessalonians were converted by hearing
and believing the gospel (1:5). Someone
went with the gospel to them and they
believed. Someone
has gone with the
gospel to you—but
have you believed? If
you have, you, too,
are saved. Paul also
says in 1:6 and in 2:14
that they followed and
imitated Christ and the
Apostles in their lives.
The outward sign that
they inwardly
believed was their
outwardly following of
Jesus and Paul.
Paul also mentions
several marks and indications that the
Thessalonians were truly chosen by God
which apply to Christians today in our
world in the 21st Century.
1. They SERVED the Living & True God (v9)
The wording in v9 is signiÞcant: they used
to serve idols who were NOT living and
true—now they were serving the one living
and true God. Christians are chosen by
God to serve God.
We are elected to
Serve God (v9). See also Hebrews 9:14;
12:28; Luke 1:74. Are you 'serving' God?
If so, you have been chosen to serve Him.
2. They were eager to SPREAD the Gospel (v8)
What an example this small ßedging
church was to the larger congregations in

Macedonia and Achia!
Zeal for
evangelism is a natural result of tasting the
liberty of the gospel. Paul said elsewhere
that "the love of Christ compelled him" to
go out with the gospel? Have we lost our
initial enthusiasm for spreading the good
news? Are we still going out with the
gospel?
3. They were willing to SUFFER for their
Christianity (v6+2:24)
Is there any greater
evidence that one is truly a Christian than
that they are willing to suffer for their
beliefs?
These
Thessalonians suffered
so much that Paul
'comforts' them by
telling them in 3:3 that
they were 'appointed'
by God to suffer
afßictions. The world
would consider trouble
and difÞculties to be
reasons and good
grounds for rejecting
Christianity. Paul says
Christians are 'called'
to suffer. Are we
prepared to suffer for
our Christianity?
4. They WAITED for His SON from HEAVEN
(v10) This is probably the greatest 'mark' of
all which challenges us today. Are we
daily, indeed, hourly, waiting for the
'Parousia' as the Thessalonians did? We all,
theoretically, know that Jesus is returning at
the end of the world—but how do we
'wait' for Him? Are we 'hourly' looking for
Him? You see, there are different kinds of
'waiting'. The Holy Spirit inspired the
Apostle to use a distinct word when
describing the Thessalonians in v10. There
were three kinds of words meaning
'waiting' that Paul could have used. There
is Þrst of all the kind of waiting we do

“We all,
theoretically, know
that Jesus is
returning at the end
of the world—but
how do we 'wait'
for Him?”
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waiting for the result of a Biopsy Report—we wait with tension. Paul does not use that
word. Secondly, Paul could have used the word we use for a prisoner waiting for his
sentence—waiting with a sense of foreboding. Again he does not choose that word.
Instead, led by the Holy Spirit, he chooses the word we use for a Bride waiting for her
Wedding Day—waiting with excitement! How that challenges us! Are we excited at the
thought? Daily? Is Christ's Return something we actually look forward to, or are we
content to just jog on with our lives knowing that it will happen sometime, but probably
not in our lifetime? Christians have been commanded to expectantly wait for Christ's
Return. Are we living like that? We 'know' people are Christians by the way they live.
The Apostle John says as much in 1 John 3:19 "...by this we know that we are of the
truth".
Perhaps you have to confess that you 'know' you are not a Christian. Perhaps you
have to confess that you 'know' you are not 'chosen' or 'elected' because of the way you
live. But if you have heard the gospel there is something else you should know—you
have been 'chosen' by God to hear the gospel—there are millions in this world who
have never heard the gospel, but you have heard it. You have been elected to hear the
'offer' of instant forgiveness through trusting Jesus with your soul. Your duty is to instantly
repent of your sins and believe in Christ and then you will know the truth, as it is in
Jesus, and you can then live as God’s chosen live.
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Jesus Loves Children
‘Truly I say to you, unless you
turn and become like children
you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.’
‘Let the children come to me; do
not hinder them, for to such
belong the kingdom of God.’
‘Children should be seen and not
heard.’
‘Grandchildren are a crown of
the old people.’
All the above statements can be found in the Bible
except one. I wonder if you know which one is
not a Bible verse?
(The answer is over the page!)
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The one which is not in the Bible is ‘Children should be seen but
not heard.’ I don’t think that is a very nice thing to say to a child.
Do you?
God does not want children to be silent and not speak to Him. It
is the opposite of what Jesus said in these words, “Let the little
children come to me.”
I hope you have read these Bible verses yourself, or have heard
your Mum or Dad read them to you, to let you know that God
wants you to love and obey Him. God wants us all, adults and
children, to speak to Him all the time. He says “Pray without
ceasing.” This means that you should always speak to God about
everything, and also listen to him about everything.
You are never too young to trust Jesus. He not only said “Let the
children come to Me,” but also “Do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God.”
Jesus spoke these words to His disciples when they thought he
was interested in speaking to adults only. Jesus even took the
children into His arms and blessed them.
There is a story told in 2 Kings 5 of a little servant girl who spoke
to the woman for whom she worked, and told her about God
who could heal her husband from his disease of leprosy. She was
not afraid to speak about God to an adult, and you shouldn’t be
either.
It is good for you to know that you are not only your parents’
child, but you also belong to God.
God says that you can be a blessing to your grandparents. He
says in Proverbs 17v6 “Grandchildren are the crown of the old
people.” The best way for you to be a blessing to your Granny
and Grandpa is for you to love Jesus and be a faithful obedient
child. God can help you be that. See that you ask him to!
- by Catherine MacInnes
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Abraham had Isaac
Isaac, he had Jacob
Jacob, he had Judah and his kin
Then Perez and Zerah
Came from Judah's woman, Tamar
Perez, he brought Hezron up
And then came
Aram, then Amminadab
Then Nahshon, who was then the dad of Salmon
Who with Rahab fathered Boaz
Ruth, she married Boaz who had Obed
Who had Jesse
Jesse, he had David who we know as king
David, he had Solomon by dead Uriah's wife
Solomon, well you all know him
He had good old Rehoboam
Followed by Abijah who had Asa
Asa had Jehoshaphat had Joram had Uzziah
Who had Jotham then Ahaz then Hezekiah
Followed by Manasseh who had Amon
Who was a man
Who was father of a good boy named Josiah
Who grandfathered Jehoiachin
Who caused the Babylonian captivity
Because he was a liar
Then he had Shealtiel, who begat Zerubbabel
Who had Abiud who had Eliakim
Eliakim had Azor who had Zadok who had Akim
Akim was the father of Eliud then
He had Eleazar who had Matthan who had Jacob
Now, listen very closely
I don't want to sing this twice
Jacob was the father of Joseph
The husband of Mary
The mother of Christ

Shorter Catechism
Q5. Are there more Gods than one?
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.
Q6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A. There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the
same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Puritan
Pages
Robert Traill (1642-1716) was a Scottish son of the manse. The Banner of Truth describe him as
follows: Scot ordained in England, exile in Holland, prisoner on the Bass Rock, scholar, preacher
and saint.
Question: By what means may ministers best win souls?
I Tim. 4:16, Take heed unto thyself and unto thy doctrine: continue in them: for in
doing this, thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee.
THE words are a substantial part of the good counsel and direction the apostle
giveth unto Timothy, and in him, unto all the ministers of the gospel.
In them are two things:
1. A threefold duty laid on gospel-ministers, "Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy
doctrine; continue in them."
2. A double advantage consequent upon the discharge of this duty: "For in doing this,
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee."
First, Minister’s duty is in three things here.
1st, "Take heed unto thyself." Thou art set in a high ofÞce, in a dangerous place; take
good and narrow heed; look well to thyself, thy heart and way.
2nd, "Take heed unto thy doctrine." Though thou be ever so well gifted, and approved
both of God and men; though thou be an extraordinary ofÞcer, (as Timothy was); yet
take heed unto thy doctrine. These two we pass at present; because we shall resume
them at greater length, when we take their help to the resolving of this question.
3rd, "Continue in them." This hath relation, it appears, unto ver. 12 and 15, as well as
unto the preceding part of this verse. I shall dismiss this part of the verse with these:
1. Continue in thy work. Thou who art a minister, it is a work for thy lifetime; and
not to be taken up and laid down again, according as it may best suit a man’s carnal
inclinations, and outward conveniences. The apostles that laboured with their hands,
have, by that example, set the conscience of a minister at liberty, to provide for the
necessities of this life by other employments, when he cannot live of the gospel; yet
certainly no man that is called of God to this work, can with a safe conscience abandon
it wholly. Paul, for example, rather than necessity, both preached, and wrought in a
handicraft. As preaching doth not make working unlawful, so neither should any other
16

business of a minister make preaching to
cease.
2. Continue in endeavours after
greater Þtness for thy work. No
attainments in Þtness and qualiÞcations for
this work, can free a man of the obligation
that lies on him to increase and grow
therein more and more. It is not enough
that a man study and be painful ere he
enter into the ministry, but he must labour
still to be more Þt for his great work.
3. Continue in thy vigour, and
painfulness, and
diligence. Young
ministers, that are
sound and sincere
before God, are
usually warm and
diligent in the Þrst
years of their
ministry; and many
do
decline
afterwards, and
become more cold
and remiss. This
exhortation is a
check thereunto,
"Continue in
them."
Secondly, The second thing in the
word, is, the double advantage proposed
to encourage ministers to this hard duty.
First, "Thou shalt save thyself." Thy
own salvation shall be promoted and
secured thereby.
How becoming is it for a minister
to mind his own salvation! and to mind it
so heartily, as to be animated from the
hopes of it unto the greater diligence in his
ministry!
But how doth faithfulness in the
ministry of the gospel further the ministerÕs
salvation?
1. Faithfulness in a manÕs

generation-work, is of great use and
advantage to salvation. "Well done good
and faithful servant," from the LordÕs own
mouth, is a great security; and diligence
and faithfulness in improving the talents
we are entrusted with, through grace,
procure that testimony.
2. Thou shalt save thyself from the
guilt of other menÕs sins and ruin, if thou
be faithful in the ministry: (Ezek. xxxiii. 9)
"Thou hast delivered (or saved) thy soul,"
saith the Lord to the prophet in the case of
unsuccessful
faithfulness. So Paul
(Acts xviii. 6), "I am
clean, your blood
be upon your own
heads:" and (Acts
xx. 26, 27), "I take
you to record this
day, that I am pure
from the blood of all
men: for I have not
shunned to declare
unto you all the
counsel of God."
Every minister
pledgeth his soul to
God, that he shall
be a faithful servant; and he that is such,
may freely take up his stake, whatever his
success on others be.
3. Faithfulness and painfulness in
the ministry of the gospel, promotes a
manÕs own salvation, in so far as the work
of Christianity is woven in with the right
discharge of the ofÞce of the ministry.
Many ministers can say, that if they
had not been ministers, they had in all
appearance lost their souls. The subject of
the ministerÕs work, is the same with that
of a ChristianÕs; and above all men should
he be careful of his heart and intentions,
that all be pure and spiritual. No man, in

“Every minister
pledgeth his soul to
God, that he shall be a
faithful servant; and he
that is such, may freely
take up his stake,
whatever his success on
others be.”
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any work he is called to, is under so strict a
necessity of dependence on the inßuence
and assistance of the Holy Ghost, both for
gifts and grace. And are not all these great
helps unto our own salvation?
The second advantage is, "Thou shalt
save them that hear thee." There is little
hope of that man’s being useful to save
others, that minds not his own salvation; and
therefore the apostle puts them in this order,
"thyself," and then, "them that hear thee."
This description of the people, "them
that hear thee," saith, That the principal
work of a minister is preaching; and the
principal beneÞt people have by them, is to
hear the Lord’s word from them; though
there be a seeing (that
is, of their holy
conversation) that is
also useful, (Phil. iv. 9).
But the apostle knew no
such ministers as were
only to be seen in
worldly pomp and
grandeur, and seldom
or never heard
preaching.
"Thou shalt save
them:" The great end of both preaching and
hearing, is salvation; and if salvation were
more designed by preachers and hearers, it
would be more frequently the effect of the
action.
"Thou shalt save them." Thou shalt,
by the Lord’s blessing on thy ministry, be
successful in converting sinners, and in
building up of saints in holiness and faith
unto salvation. Not that ministers are of
themselves able by all their endeavours to
carry on this great end; they are only God’s
tools and instruments, (1 Cor. iii. 6, 7).
Concerning this,
1. We Þnd, that the Lord hath
appointed this great ordinance of the gospelministry for this end, the saving of men,

(Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13). It is through their
word that men believe, (John xvii. 20). And
divine appointment of the means, declares
both it to be useful, and the end to be
hopeful.
2. He hath also given many
promises of his presence, blessing, and
success, to follow and attend them whom
he sends on this great errand. ChristÕs Þrst
calling of the apostles had this promise in
it, "I will make you Þshers of men:" which
not only declared what that employment
was he called them unto, but it assured
them of success in it. At his leaving of
them, he promised "to be with them unto
the end of the world;" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
And this promise is as good
to us as it was to them.
3. He hath also
revealed much of his mind
about minister’s duty, in
order to this end of saving
men. This also makes the
end more hopeful.
4. We Þnd, that the
Lord doth qualify and Þt
them whom he makes
successful. He makes men
"able ministers of the New Testament," the
word of life, (2 Cor. iii. 5, 6). And still,
according to the success the Lord hath a
mind to bless a man with, gifts, and
qualiÞcations, and assistance, are
proportionably given. The apostles, that
had the greatest harvest to gather in, were
made the strongest labourers; and, though
in a far inferior degree, the same method is
observed by the Lord in dealing with and
by ordinary ministers. It is true, that always
the most able and learned ministers are not
most successful; yet, generally, the most
skilfullabourers are most blessed. Neither
are the most learned and able men for parts
most Þt and skilful in dealing with souls at
all times.

“Not that ministers are
of themselves able by
all their endeavours to
carry on this great
end; they are only
God’s tools and
instruments…”
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Come Here, I’ll Tell…

Come Here, I’ll Tell… is our Testimony feature (Ps 66:16). The difference
between biography and testimony is that a biography tells us what a person
has done in life. A testimony tells us what God has done in their life.

Mr Joseph Hatcher is a licenced
minister of the PCA in the USA.
He spent his Summer traveling
around Scotland and visiting a
number of APC congregations
with a view to possibly coming
to minister in Scotland.

My name is Joseph Robert Hatcher and I was born in Jonesboro, Georgia (then a
distant suburb of a much smaller Atlanta) in May of 1980. I am the son of a Midwestern
farmer’s daughter and the son of a rural Southern boy and the youngest of three sons (the
eldest is a police ofÞcer and the middle brother is a Sergeant in the US Air Force).
I did not grow up in a Christian home and my experiences with the church were
limited to weddings and the occasional Easter service. However, by the time I was in high
school and into my time in the United States Marine Corps God had seemed to always place
at least one faithful Christian in my life. God used them, not in anything that they said, but in
how they lived. What stood out to me was their purity, sincerity, selßessness, and
faithfulness. Eventually I reached a point where the apparent emptiness and meaninglessness
of my life was more than I could bear and there was nothing that I could do to ignore this
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fact or numb myself to it any longer.
In God’s great mercy I found myself
visiting my brother in early September 2001
before I was to deploy later that month.
While visiting, I was able to spend some
time with an old friend of mine, James.
James invited me to spend some time with
his church family and go to a cookout. For
the Þrst time in my life I was surrounded
with a group of committed believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. A community that was
selßessly loving and welcoming, never
judging this braggadocios Marine rattling off
all the things he had done to try to Þnd some
sense of meaning. All they did was share the
love of God with me simply by welcoming
me into their community and listening to me.
That night my friend explained what
Christianity, the Christian life, God, and
Jesus was really about. I came to understand,
at least in part, of who God was and that He
loved me so much that He sent His Son to
die for all the wretched things I had done in
my own life and to others, and that not only
did He offer this to me but to everyone who
would receive it by faith. I received an offer
to no longer be truly alone and to have a life
that had meaning because it was in Jesus
Christ, I took it and I have not looked back
since.
After I came to know God that
deafening and incapacitating sense of
loneliness and meaninglessness has
subsided. Not that I do not get lonely, but I
know that I am never truly alone because the
Holy Spirit resides within me as the surety of
the promise of my salvation in Jesus Christ.
My life has meaning because it has been
redeemed by the Creator of everything that
exists, I now get to know Him as my own
Father, and He has given me purpose in
sharing this good news with others so they
can be set free from their sins by repentance
and faith in Christ.
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After coming to faith in Jesus Christ I
completed the Þnal year of my enlistment in
the Marine Corps and was honorably
discharged. After moving back home to
Jonesboro, Georgia I pursued an education
at a local junior college while attending
Carriage Lane Presbyterian Church, PCA in
Peachtree City, Georgia. While there I
started to volunteer with the youth and from
that experience an internal call to ministry
began to materialize within me. I realized
that I was not properly equipped to pursue
this call so I transferred to Covenant College
the following academic year for two
reasons: the Þrst was to grow in my
knowledge, understanding, and love for the
Lord; the second was to prepare for a call to
the ministry. While there I continued to be
involved in youth ministry at both my home
church and at the church I attended while
being a student at Covenant College.
Upon graduation I sought out
employment that would allow me to do
several key things before pursuing a Masters
of Divinity. The Þrst was to pay off college
debt, the second was to continue maturing
both personally and spiritually, and lastly to
gain the invaluable experience of better
understanding the daily life of those I would
minister to in the future. The Lord used this
experience to deepen my desire for the
ministry and to grow my compassion for all
people as the struggles and pressures of
daily life grind them up. During this time I
began to attend Reformed Theological
Seminary in Atlanta.
What came in the following years
were some of the key experiences in life
that shaped me and developed my
philosophy of ministry. I began to work
part-time as a pastoral intern at Christos
Community Church, PCA in Norcross,
Georgia. I gained invaluable experience in
ministering in a wide array of areas within

the life of the church. I also came under care of Metro Atlanta Presbytery and began my
supervised internship necessary for ordination in the PCA. Additionally, I bought a home and
began to spend more time intentionally building relationships in my community. This
experience furthered my desire to meet people where they were in life and to share the only
thing that would bring salvation and meaning to their lives, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I
changed employers and began to work for Christian Education and Publications (CEP), a
committee of the PCA. While there I came to be far more familiar with the educational
needs of the church, the available resources and training to meet those needs, and a desire
to assist the denomination in this process. As a result I began to be mentored by Charles
Dunahoo, the former coordinator of CEP. At that same time I began to date the woman
whom I would come to marry, Caitlin Fosgate. After some time my wife and I came to
believe that our church did not share philosophies of ministry and of a traditional liturgy and
worship so we spoke with the leadership and lovingly parted ways with them.
From there we sought out a church that shared our convictions and we began to
attend Westminster Presbyterian Church, PCA in Atlanta, Georgia. While there, my wife and
I have been involved in the youth ministry and the English as a Second Language program.
The previous February we had our Þrst child, Abigail. It has only been a short time but we
can already see how the Lord is growing us through this experience and sanctifying us more
and more each day. We look forward to growing our family and also pursuing a call from a
church in which we can both put to use our ministry gifts so that we can faithfully partake in
the Great Commission.

Westminster Presbterian
Church (PCA), Atlanta, GA
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Inverness Induction
When the Lord Jesus returned to
heaven he received gifts intended for the
beneÞt of his Church on earth. One gift is the
Holy Spirit of God, who works to save people
and bring them to heaven. Another gift is the
gospel ministry.
On the 17th March (1990) we
witnessed the Lord’s goodness when a gospel
minister, Rev Malcolm MacInnes, was
inducted to the APC, Inverness. The
proceedings were led by Rev Alexander
Murray, Moderator of the Scottish Presbytery.
Rev Robert R. Sinclair led the worship, and
preachedÉ After the Clerk (Rev Hamish I
MacKinnon) had read the narrative of
proceedings leading to the induction, Mr
MacInnes answered the questions and signed
the formula for a minister entering a pastoral
charge. Rev A Murray then prayed and
inducted Mr MacInnes to the charge of the
Inverness congregation. Presbytery members
gave Mr MacInnes the right hand of
fellowship.
Rev Angus Morrison addressed the
congregation. Rev Murray thanked Rev Hugh
Ferrier, who had given the use of his church
(the Free North) for the occassion. In the
course of his warm reply Mr Ferrier
welcomed Rev MacInnes to Inverness and
expressed the hope that their churches could
pray together and work together for the
progress of ChristÕs Kingdom. Rev Murray
also thanked Rev Dr I MacIntosh of St
StephenÕs Church for giving the APC
congregation the use of his church every

LordÕs Day.
Messages of greeting had been sent
from Mr MacInnesÕ former presbytery (in
Canada), the East Parish Church, West
Parish Church, Smithton Culloden Free
Church, Inverness Baptist Church, Rev Prof
Douglas MacMillan and Rev Campbell
MacKinnon (Moderator of Presbytery of the
Church of Scotland). Presentations were
made on behalf of the congregation to Rev
John Ross, who had been their InterimModerator, and to Rev M MacInnes.
At the conclusion of the service the
people who had gathered, estimated at nine
hundred, were able to enjoy a tea prepard
by the ladies of the congregation.
The Lord Jesus has answered the
congregation’s prayers by giving them a
minister. We pray that he would bless Mr
MacInnesÕ work by the Holy Spirit sent
down from heaven.
Induction Sermon
When asked to conduct the service at
the induction of Rev Malcolm MacInnes to
the APC congregation in Inverness, my mind
went to a part of Scripture dealing
exclusively with the duty of the gospel
minister to preach the Word. Nearer the
time of the induction I was led to consider a
subject from the Word applicable to all
classes of believers. And so it was that I
endeavoured to preach from ÒConsolation in
ChristÓ taking these words from Philippians,
chapter 2, verse 1.
The People - Those fundamentally
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were “the saints in Christ Jesus which are at
Phillipi.” This was and is, of course, truly
converted believers in the Lord Jesus, as their
Redeemer; and who are a people separated
from the world, and consecrated and
devoted to Christ as their Lord and Master.
And the people to whom this consolation
was available, were not only saints, believers
professing Christ; but also overseers in his
church viz, preaching elders and also
deacons: all being saints!
Their Needs - We read speciÞcally
that God declares
of his people,
“Many are the
afßictions of the
righteous” - and,
“In the world ye
shall
have
tribulation”; and
that these afßictions
are varied.
The saints
are liable to suffer
the same type of
troubles which all
manner of men
meet with. “All
things come alike to
all.” Bodily sickness
afßicted Hezekiah,
as it did and does,
both the godly and
the ungodly. But
the saints may be
left to Þery trials to
test and try the reality and strength of their
faith in the Redeemer; like gold tried in the
Þre. There are evil enemies of GodÕs people
in the world, who in ways clearly recorded
in Scripture and the profane history of the
Church, manifested their Christian Witness.
This called for consolation from Christ Jesus.
And it is frequently the experience of
the saints that they feel duty bound to bear
the burden that lies (in reality) upon another
of the brethren in the Lord. Bear ye one
anotherÕs burdens, and so fulÞl the law of

Christ.” This can mean to the saints heavy
trouble at times, calling for divine comfort,
consolation in Christ and that as applicable
tot he special need.
What need the following had of
consolation from God: Joseph, the praying
Daniel, Paul suffering in many and manifold
ways!
How Christ Consoles - 1) In the Lord
Jesus Christ dwelleth all the blessing of the
Covenant of Grace, spiritual, saving and
everlasting blessings - “the Lord will give
grace and glory, no
good thing will he
withold from them
that
walk
uprightly.” (Psalm 84)
2) The promises of
God are yea and
amen in Christ Jesus.
These are fulÞlled to
his people through
Christ Jesus their Lord
and the One having a
care for them as their
Friend. “There is a
friend that sticketh
closer than a
brother,” that is Christ
Jesus.
3) Christ can make his
“stregth perfect in
their weakness,”
when oppressed with
afßiction - and enable
them to persevere in
the service of God in face of ÒÞre and
water”.
4) In His Word Christ calls upon the saints to
“Rejoice alway” - knowing that the love of
the Lord Jesus is being exercised toward
them, come prosperity come adversity - that
Christ Jeuss loves his people the saints. What
a wonderful truth! Always true!
5) Saints are to have the presence and power
of the Lord Jesus, when they go through the
valley of the shadow of death; and they need
fear no evil. “Consolation in Christ Jesus.”
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Presbytery Highlights
It was a privilege for Presbytery to meet in the new Moderator’s (Rev Donald Macaskill)
church at Dens Road, Dundee. We were met with a warm welcome and a soup and
sandwich lunch. Thanks to all who helped and catered for our visit.
Our meeting began with the preaching of God’s Word from Mr Joseph Hatcher. Joseph is
currently visiting a number of our congregations as he is interested in ministry with us here
in Scotland. Please pray for him and with him for the way ahead.
The Church Relations Committee reported to Presbytery having met recently with
representatives of the Free Church. We are continuing in talks with them about union.
Sadly this was the last APC Presbytery for Rev Gordon Murray. We wish him and Molly
well and the Lord’s blessing as they make their way to Portland, Oregon, USA, where
Gordon is taking up a new appointment. Rev John Ferguson was appointed as the new
Interim Moderator for Skye and Harris and Rev Ross Macaskill appointed Interim
Moderator for Kinlochbervie, Lairg and Rogart. We are thankful to Gordon for his work
amongst us (and that he will be continuing to be the Editor of the APC News until the end
of the year!). Please pray for the Murrays as they move.
An invitation has been extended to the APC to attend the EuCRC (European Conference of
Reformed Churches) and we are pleased that Mr Laurence MacKenzie is going to attend
and to represent us there next May in the Netherlands.
Laurence leads the Business Committee which meets monthly and reports to Presbytery
primarily on Þnancial matters. He was able to give a positive report but as always he
commends these matters to the Presbytery and wider church for our prayerful
consideration.
Rev John Ferguson also reported on an exciting initiative that the Inverness congregation
are involved in. They have partnered with Highland Theological College to offer a ministry
apprenticeship scheme. This has created a 2 year post in which they hope to combine
practical experience with theological education. If you or anyone you know would be
interested in this get in touch with John.
The Presbytery is due to next meet in Inverness at the end of September.
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APC Kitchen
This recipe came from Isobel Macaskill in Stornoway. Give it a go for the
next fellowship!

Raspberry Mallow Cake
Ingredients:

Base:
9oz digestive biscuits, crushed
3oz butter melted
Top:
2 cans raspberries
1 bag small marshmallows
Half-pint double or whipping cream

Method:

1. Mix biscuits and butter for base.
2. Press into 9" ßan dish and chill.
3. Drain the raspberries.
4. Heat juice with the mallows till melted.
5. Whip the cream.
6. When mallow mixture is cool, add the cream and the raspberries and stir well.
7. Pour over biscuit base and chill.
Freezes well. Decorate (optional) with fresh raspberries.

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart…
Acts 2:46
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Congregational Details
LOCHINVER, STOER &
DUNDEE
DRUMBEG
Rev Donald C Macaskill, BA; 238
Services held jointly with Free
Arbroath Road, Dundee, DD4 7SB; Church of Scotland; Lochinver Free
Tel: 01382 451798;
Church at 3pm; Contacts: Mrs E.
Email: donandmargo@me.com
MacKenzie Tel 01571 855279 or
Mrs I Macaulay Tel: 01571 855214
Dens Road Church; 11 Dens Road
- Sunday 11am & 6.30pm; Please
conÞrm Prayer Meeting by calling
OBAN
the manse
Rev Archie McPhail, MA, MTh;
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban
PA34 5TN; Tel: 01631 567076
EDINBURGH
Email:obanapc@gmail.com
Rev John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove,
Edinburgh, EH10 7AG; Tel: 0131
Campbell Street Church - 11am &
466 6247;
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm
Email: jrossapc@googlemail.com
Sunday11.30am and 5pm; Bible
Study Wed 7.30pm at 47
Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS
FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free
Church, High Street, 11am &
6.30pm; Wednesday 7.30pm;
Contact: Donald MacNicol; Tel:
01397 712405
INVERNESS
Rev Dr John C A Ferguson, MA,
MDiv; 9 Golf View Terrace,
Inverness, IV3 8JJ; Tel: 01463
419027
Kingsview Christian Centre,
Balnafettack Road; Sundays
11.30am & 6pm; Wed 7.30pm.
Centre Manager: Ken MacDonald;
Tel: 01463 716843 Email:
kenmac.arnish@gmail.com;
www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview
KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG &
ROGART
Interim Moderator: Rev Ross
Macaskill, WICK & STRATHY
Kinlochbervie: Day Care Centre,
Main Street, 11am; Lairg Church:
6pm
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com

SKYE & HARRIS
Interim Moderator: Rev Dr John C
A Ferguson, INVERNESS
SKYE: Portree APC Church, StafÞn
Road 12 noon; CofS, Dunvegan
6.30pm. Contact: Mr Alasdair
Paterson Tel: 01478 613014
HARRIS: Scarista Church of
Scotland; 12 noon and 6pm.
Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan Tel:
01859 550252
STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev Ross
Macaskill, WICK & STRATHY
72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm,
Thu 7.30pm
TAIN & FEARN
Rev John van Eyk; APC Manse, 2
Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT;
Tel: 01862 892199
Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com
Tain Church, Upper King Street 11.30am; Hilton Church 10am,
Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s Day
Hilton; 2nd, 4th in Tain at 6pm.
www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev Ross Macaskill, Castleview, 64
Roxburgh Road, Wick, KW1 5HP;
Tel: 01955 928 075
Email: emailjrrm@gmail.com
Wick Church 11am; Strathy
Church 2pm.
www.wickpresby.weebly.com
VANCOUVER
Rev F Matandika; 4370 Sophia St,
Vancouver, BC, V5V 3V7; Tel:
+1-778-318-6167;
Email: fmatandika@gmail.com
First Service 2pm; Second Service
6:30pm; Wednesday Bible Study
7pm
Details of congregational treasurers
can be obtained on the website or
by contacting the
GENERAL TREASURER
Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie; 3
Sunnybank Lane, Greetland,
Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458; Email:
laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Rev Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY
EDITOR OF APC NEWS
Rev Gordon Murray
revgordonmurray@gmail.com
APC NEWS TREASURER:
Mr Clark Walls
2A Stratton Road
Inverness
IV2 3XA
telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

Website:
apchurches.org
Blog: apchurches.blogspot.com
Scottish Charity Number:
SCO2313

I came across this photograph the other day! It
is the Free Presbyterian Church building at
McGee/Sargent, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
CANADA where my ministerial career had its
beginning in March 1954.
The style of structure reßects the fact
that Winnipeg is built on the ßood- plain of the
conßuence of the Red and Assiniboine Rivers
as they ßow from the Dakotas and
Saskatchewan to Hudson Bay.
The congregation were Scots, English
and Dutch with younger generation native
Canadians so that, being from the Old World, I
was immediately made welcome. Not so
welcome, however, was the 2-seasons
continental climate of a hot summer and cold,
cold winters.
The Church is always its people –
including from Scotland - Bella & Jack Ross
(Applecross & Scourie), Frasers (Little Rogart),
Gillies (Raasay), MacIvers - two families (Uig,
Lewis), Sutherlands (Navidale), Gows (Melness)
Campbell, Steedmans and Wallaces – from
England - Kitchens & Smallbones Ð from
Holland - Dekkers, Haarsmas and De Graafs.

I still feel affection for each and all!
Although my visit ended in
November 1955 I was back, in the LordÕs
good providence, in Winnipeg for some
months in 1969 and again for a shorter
stay in 1979. As Rutherford said of his own
ministry:
“If one soul from Anworth meet me
at GodÕs right hand; My heaven
shall be two heavens in ImmanuelÕs
Land.Ó
- Rev Alexander Murray

