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Editorial
Welcome to the 
March/April 2015 
issue of the APC 
News. 

This i ssue we 
look at the debate in Reformed circles 
as to whether we should or should not 
observe Easter in the year of the 
Church. Traditionally the Presbyterian 
church in Scotland has not celebrated 
Easter. However, like Christmas, Easter 
seems to have more and more of a 
presence in the modern Scottish 
Church. There are good arguments for 
both sides…

Thanks to Fletcher Matandika for 
contributing a sermonette for this issue,  
to Michael Butterfield for his testimony 
and to John van Eyk for his book 
review.  We also have the second part 
of Kara Tippetts story of her battle with 
cancer. My wife contributed the kids’ 
story and I should point out that Kids 
Corner is designed to be a pull-out 
section in the middle of the magazine.

I hope you enjoy this issue and again I 
invite you all to send contributions to 
me at the email address below.

May God bless our efforts and make 
our magazine a blessing.

- Gordon
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Feature ArticleHappy Easter?

It is often argued that Easter is a Christian 
festival of ancient origin, an opportunity for 
believers to remember and reflect more 
deeply on the resurrection of the Lord, and a 
chance for the present-day Church to reach 
out to the world around us through some 
form of special services or celebrations to 
mark the occasion.  On the basis of 
pragmatic reasoning, all this may be so, yet 
is such celebration right in the eyes of God?

It was certainly not the practice of the 
historic Reformed Church, in Scotland or 
anywhere else.  The Reformers regarded the 
festivals and holy days of medieval 
Romanism as relics of superstition, and 
taught that on no account were they to be 
observed. The moderate continental 
Reformer Martin Bucer declared: "I would to 
God that every holy day whatsoever besides 

We don’t all agree on everything. That’s sometimes a difficult thing to cope with. 
Some Christians seem to think that the whole gospel rests on agreement in every jot 

and every tittle of doctrinal discussion. However, if you observe churches  and 
ministers around us, we don’t all agree. We have differences between us even if we 

unite around the cross of Christ - even if we unite around the Westminster 
Confession of Faith! In the modern Scottish Church you will notice that some 

churches observe Christmas and Easter, while others do not. Some of you can think 
back to a time when your church did not note Easter, but now it does. 

The following two articles, both written by young reformed presbyterian churchmen 
in Scotland, attempt to justify their positions in regard to recognising Easter. 
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The first position - against observing 
Easter - is given by Rev Alasdair J 
Macleod who has recently been 
ordained and inducted into the Knock 
& Point congregation of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing).

the Lord's Day were abolished. That zeal 
which brought them first in, was without all 
warrant of the Word, and merely followed 
corrupt reason, forsooth to drive out the holy 
days of the pagans, as one nail drives out 
another. Those holy days have been so 
tainted with superstitions that I wonder we 
tremble not at their very names."

In Scotland, the Reformation swept away 
entirely the observance of Easter.  Knox’s 
First Book of Discipline (1560) declared 
of all such days: “Which things, because 
in God's scriptures they neither have 
commandment nor assurance, we judge 
them utterly to be abolished from this 
realm; affirming further, that the obstinate 
ma in t a ine r s and t eache r s o f such 
abominations ought not to escape the 
punishment of the civil magistrate.”

Should the Scottish Church Celebrate Easter?
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In later years, King James VI, attempting to 
roll back the reforms achieved in Scotland, 
imposed the observance of Easter on the 
General Assembly in 1618 as one of the 
notorious Five Articles of Perth.  Many 
ministers of the Scottish Church faced 
persecution for their opposition to these 
innovations in worship, and in the great 
General Assembly of 1638, often called the 
Second Reformation of the Scottish Church, 
Easter was specifically abolished, alongside 
all the other Romanist holy days.

When the Divines met at Westminster to 
agree upon uniformity in 
worship across the British 
I s l e s , t h e i s s u e w a s 
decisively addressed in the 
Appendix to the Directory 
of Public Worship (1645), 
which states: “Festival days, 
vu l ga r l y ca l l ed  Holy -
days, having no warrant in 
the word of God, are not to 
be continued.”

Those who c la im the 
names ‘Reformed’ and 
‘Presbyterian’, while demanding the 
observance of Easter, should reflect on the 
great divergence between themselves and the 
pioneers of the Reformation and the National 
Covenant.  On this issue, they are united 
rather with the opponents of Scriptural 
Reformation, not with its supporters.

Yet this would not matter at all, if a Biblical 
command for the celebration of Easter can be 
found.  As Presbyterians, we strictly adhere to 
the Regulative Principle in Worship, meaning 
that the religious ceremonies commanded or 
revealed in Scripture, and only these, must be 
observed by the Christian Church.  There is 
no dubiety here: if Easter is mandated in 
Scripture, then our forefathers were grossly 
negligent, and instituting its proper Biblical 
celebration throughout the Church becomes 
a matter of urgency; otherwise, it has no 

place whatever in our worship.

But here we simply reach a blank in the 
argument.  There is no verse of Scripture, not 
one, anywhere, that so much as hints at the 
celebration of Easter.  I t is neither 
commanded, nor mandated, nor revealed as a 
practice of the Apostolic Church.  It is true that 
the word ‘Easter’ does appear in the 
Authorised Version translation of Acts 12:4: 
“And when he had apprehended him, he put 
him in prison, and delivered him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending 
after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”  

But this is just a mistranslation 
of the ordinary Greek word for 
‘ P a s s o v e r ’ , i n c l u d e d 
presumably as a reflection of 
the Anglican sympathies of the 
translators of the AV.  In 
context, the word is plainly 
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e J e w i s h 
calendar, to the duration of 
Peter’s imprisonment by Herod 
until after the Passover season 
was concluded.  As all 
acknowledge, there is not a 
hint in Acts that the Christian 

Church under the leadership of the Apostles 
had adopted a separate festival of their own to 
occur at the same time.

If this lack of Biblical evidence is accepted – 
and it is not really open to argument – then the 
advocate of Easter has no choice but to argue 
for a liberty in the Christian Church to institute 
a new religious festival without any Scriptural 
warrant.  Historically, this is exactly what 
happened: the Roman Catholic Church took a 
pre-existent pagan festival celebrating the 
springtime, and Christianised it as ‘Easter’, the 
very name of which probably comes from the 
heathen god ‘Ostara’.  The Church of Rome 
claimed to itself the right to regulate worship 
apart from the word of God.

Yet not only is this right itself wholly without 
basis in the Bible, it also directly opposes the 

“There is no verse 
of Scripture… 

that so much as 
hints at the 

celebration of 
Easter.”
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Reformed teaching on worship, the Regulative 
Principle.  The supposedly Reformed 
proponent of holy days must now line up with 
the Episcopalians, the Romanists and the 
Greek and Russian Orthodox in arguing for an 
authority of church tradition, or of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy, sufficient to set aside 
normal Biblical principles of worship on this 
issue.

As a result, those who claim to be Protestants, 
while arguing for liberty to observe Easter, 
would do well to consider on what basis they 
can oppose any other Romanist or Orthodox 
innovation in worship.  If the Church can 
freely establish the observance of Lent, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday without a scrap of 
Biblical authority, what basis do they have to 
reject Martinmas, Candlemas, auricular 
confession and priestly celibacy? The 
Regulative Principle is a cornerstone of the 
Reformation, and without it, authority passes 
from the unchanging counsel of God to the 
pragmatism and traditions of worldly men.  Let 

us heed the warning of our Lord against such 
teachers, those found “Making the word of 
God of none effect through your tradition, 
which ye have delivered” (Mark 7:13).

But what about the resurrection of the Lord, 
should we not celebrate it? Of course! There is 
a day set aside in Scripture, an absolute 
obligation and privilege for every believer to 
remember: the Lord’s Day.  Every week we 
commemorate the rising again from the dead 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and this is a joyous 
celebration – the true holy day of the Christian 
Church.  We can rejoice in the Christian 
Sabbath without the slightest twinge of 
conscience: Christ has instituted it and He is 
the “Lord of the Sabbath”, and on it, therefore, 
we adore Him.

Regarding Easter, let us regard it as the sinful 
festival that it is, pleasing to man but 
displeasing to God: “Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams” (1Sa 15:22).  

An alternative position - for observing 
Easter - is given by Rev Joe C Barnard, 
who is due to be ordained and 
inducted into the Kiltarlity 
congregation of the Free Church of 
Scotland on March 13th (dv).

Why Be Secular When You Can Be Christian?

A CALENDAR IS NOT A WRISTWATCH 
The cheap wristwatches that I buy do one 
thing: measure time. A lot of people think that 
calendars are similar. We are all aware that 
one of the functions of a calendar is to divide 
time neatly into units of years, months, weeks 

and days, and many of us think that this is all 
that calendars do. This is unfortunate. The 
truth is that every calendar performs a 
secondary, more dignified function. They tell 
us who we are. 

This might sound strange, but it’s undeniable. 
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Every calendar identifies its user in at least 
three ways. First, part of how we participate in 
a society is by sharing a calendar. I am an 
American. One of the ways I am regularly 
reminded of this fact is that British holidays go 
by without a shred of awareness on my part. 
On the other hand, November never passes 
without a belly-ache due to a plateful (or two) 
of turkey and stuffing in celebration of 
Thanksgiving. The point is that the days we 
celebrate indicate the people we belong to. 

Secondly, a calendar always reveals what a 
given society values. I think it was Luther who 
firs t noted tha t people 
worship what they always 
make time for. This is true 
not just on the level of 
individuals but of societies. A 
quick glance at the annual 
holidays on a British calendar 
will show the degree to 
which our society worships 
money (bank holidays) , 
i n t i m a c y ( V a l e n t i n e s , 
a n n i v e r s a r i e s ) , f a m i l y 
(Father’s Day, Mother’s Day, 
birthdays), and consumption (the real motive 
behind modern Halloween, Christmas, and 
Boxing Day). 

Thirdly, a calendar reminds a society of the 
past events that it has an ethical duty to 
remember. In America, an example of this is 
the annual celebration of the nation’s 
founding moment, July 4th. A British example 
is the felt importance of Remembrance 
Sunday. Therefore, unlike wristwatches, 
calendars do a lot more for us than measure 
time. They are symbols of identity that we 
either mindlessly accept or mindfully 
appraise.   

YOU ARE MORE SECULAR THAN YOU THINK
It’s interesting that under the Old Covenant 
God gave Israel a calendar that would do just 
what has been outlined above: reinforce a 
unique identity. We lose sight of the degree to 

which Israel’s calendar was distinct from the 
peoples around her. Take, for example, 
Israel’s seven day week. No one around Israel 
followed a seven day week. Being a Jew in 
Rome following a seven day week was like 
wearing a white suit to a funeral; you stood 
out because you didn’t fit in. 

Secondly, Israel’s calendar was a constant 
reminder of her distinct values. All of her 
ho l iday s we re f ocused a round the 
significance of her covenant with Yahweh. 
What this taught the ordinary Israelite was 
that God – and the worship of God – was 

more important than anything 
else, including work and 
leisure.

Thirdly, the calendar of Israel 
was dependent upon the 
covenant history of Israel. 
Early on in Israel’s religious 
d e v e l o p m e n t P a s s o v e r 
became identified with the 
Exodus, Pentecost with the 
giving of the Law at Sinai, and 
T a b e r n a c l e s w i t h t h e 

wilderness journey. In this way the religious 
calendar of Israel was an annual reminder of 
those sacred memories that God’s people had 
an ethical duty to remember. 

Now the crux of thinking about Easter is the 
question whether the Lord’s Day is sufficient 
to provide a distinctive, Christian calendar, 
one that reflects an identity set apart from the 
world. My own opinion is yes and no. On the 
one hand, the Lord’s Day does in fact provide 
us with (1) a calendar that sets us apart from 
other peoples; (2) one that reinforces the 
primacy of worship in our scale of values; 
and (3) a weekly reminder of gospel history, 
the climax of which is Jesus’ resurrection on 
the first day of the week. 

But there is another side from which to 
consider the question. For me, I’m interested 
in the reality that, when Christians limit their 

“a calendar 
always reveals 
what a given 

society values”
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religious calendar to the Lord’s Day, 
inevitably they end up being more secular 
than they think. What does it say about a 
community that happily sets time aside for 
Remembrance Sunday but loathes the 
thought of taking a day to reflect on Good 
Friday? Why would we joyfully celebrate the 
New Year – perhaps even hold a worship 
service on the day – while 
pretending to be extra 
spiritual for not reflecting on 
the meaning of Christmas? 
The sad truth is that avoiding 
religious holidays like Easter 
is not a sign of spiritual 
pur i ty but o f mindless 
secularity. We still end up 
celebrating special days, but 
unfortunately, they end up 
having nothing to do with 
the gospel.  

SERVILITY OR SONSHIP
I’m aware that the argument 
against a Christian calendar 
tends to focus on Paul’s 
words in Galatians and 
C o l o s s i a n s a b o u t t h e 
freedom of Christians to 
ignore religious festivals (see Gal 4:9-10). 
However, several things must be kept in 
view before applying Paul’s teaching to 
ourselves. First, Paul himself is unclear on 
the topic. In Acts are told that Paul was 
hurrying back to Jerusalem in order to 
partake in Pentecost (Acts 20:16). Second, 
Paul’s teaching is expressly to people who 
had lapsed into thinking that they ought to 
be trying to earn God’s approval by keeping 
a religious calendar. Thinking about us, I 
don’t know of a single Protestant Christian in 
the Highlands who thinks that celebrating 
Easter is a prerequisite to justification. 

But thirdly, Paul’s deeper interest in 

Galatians is the liberty of Christians to 
behave as mature sons and daughters of God 
rather than being driven by a spirit of 
servility, which is a form of covenantal 
regression. How tragic would it be for a 
reader of Galatians or Colossians to walk 
away from the texts with a new set of stony 
tablets including the law, ‘Thou shalt not 

celebrate religious occasions 
other than the Lord’s Day’! 
Legalism is not the goal of 
Galatians. 

FROM MEMORY TO IMAGINATION
To end on a positive note, one of 
the benefits of a Christian 
calendar – and by this I mean a 
calendar that transposes time into 
a celebration of Christ – is that 
such a calendar is a wonderful 
t o o l f o r s a n c t i f y i n g t h e 
imagination of God’s people. 
This happens first as Christians 
learn to reinterpret the whole of 
Israel’s history according to the 
person and work of Jesus. But 
there is more: a Christ ian 
calendar also enables believers to 
see symbols within nature itself 

that reflect the light of the gospel. 

Consider all that is happening as the world 
transitions from winter to spring: the 
resounding song of newly arrived birds, the 
blossoming of fresh leaves on trees and 
forgotten flowers in fields, and the birth of a 
whole new generation of creatures large and 
small. Why wouldn’t Christians take a day on 
such an occasion to ponder how spring itself 
is a reminder that the resurrection of Jesus is 
the dawn of a new creation? We’re told by 
Paul to meditate on whatever is true, noble 
and pure. My argument, put simply, is that 
Easter fits the criteria. Why wouldn’t we seize 
the opportunity for more gospel meditation?

“We still end 
up celebrating 
special days, 

but 
unfortunately, 
they end up 

having nothing 
to do with the 

gospel.”



Puritan
Pages

This Preface appeared in a work by John Flavel where he takes up an argument against a Baptist 
regarding infant Baptism. The resounding issue for Flavel is that while he feels his argument 
worth making, the great danger for the Church in peaceful times is that she tear herself apart.

Christian Friends,
WHEN we open our Bibles, and read that text, 1 Cor. 1.10. we have cause to deal with it as 
Origen once did by another scripture, even close the book and weep over it, in 
consideration of the weak and feeble influences such melting words, delivered with such a 
pathos, have upon the hearts of professors this day. "Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the 
same judgment."

I beseech you; He dips the nail in oil, that it may drive the easier. I beseech you, brethren; 
A compellation breathing sweetness and affection, and should drop from our lips into each 
others ears with the same effect that word once did upon the ears of Benhadad's 
servants, My brother Benhadad. Sirs, (said Moses to the striving Israelites) ye are 
brethren. O when shall the church become a true Philadelphia?

I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; or as you love Jesus Christ, ut 
quantum ipsum amant tantum studeant concordiæ, saith Calvin; Be as studious of concord 
as you are free in professing love to Christ.

That there be no divisions; or rents among you; a Scismar, schism, or rent in the church, is 
much the same, and altogether as dangerous as a Stasi, or sedition in the commonwealth, 
and harder to be cured. For as the Lord Verulam truly observes, Differences amongst 
persecuting enemies and the church, are like the strivings of the Egyptian with the Israelite, 
which Moses quickly ended by knocking down the Egyptian; but dissensions in the church 
are like the striving of one Israelite with another; and all that Moses can do to quiet and 
part these, is only by fair and gentle words, and reminding them that they are brethren.

Great is the mischief of divisions among Christians; and the less the grounds and causes 
are, the greater always is the sin and mischief of them. In the primitive church contentions 
grew fervent about meats lawful and unlawful,which did not profit, the meaning is, it 
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“Think not our 
enemies are 
such fools to 
neglect the 

advantage we 
cast into their 

hands.”

greatly damnified them that were occupied therein, Heb. 13.9. Practical religion among 
them grew cold, as disputations about these trifles grew fervent.

The readiest way to cool such heats is, by discovering the trivial nature of the matter 
contended about; as Demosthenes appeased the tumult among the people raised by a 
small occasion, by relating to them the story of a man that hired an ass to carry him a 
journey, but the sun shining fervent, he was forced to quit her back, and betake himself to 
her shadow; the owner withstood him, alleging, that he had hired the body of the ass, but 
her shadow was not in the bargain; and so the contention between them grew as hot as the 
sun. Many such trifles have raised great contentions in the world, witness the great 
contention betwixt the Eastern and Western church about keeping of Easter.

Other points there are of greater moment, about which good men contend, and yet these 
oftentimes are magnified much above their true intrinsical value. So I am sure it is in the 
controversy before us. Mr. Cary tells us, that these things will be found at length to be of 
highest concernment unto us, and must therefore be our most serious practice, p. 243. If 
so, then the proper subject of baptism must be one of those that is of greatest weight, and 
the profession thereof the very Shibboleth to distinguish one person from another in 
matters of religion. No wonder therefore the fires of contention are blown up to such a 
vehement heat, even in such an improper season; much like the contentions among the 
English fugitives at Frankfort, when their brethren were frying in the flames at Smithfield. 
Just so we must be scuffling, whilst thousands of our brethren are bleeding in Ireland. Had 
we a true sense of the quality of the subjects, or the unseasonableness of the time, it should 
certainly allay those heats among us. Did we see who stand by, and look with pleasure 
upon our follies, it would quickly allay our hearts. Tertullian tells the Christians of his time, 
that they were like the Funambulones, or men that walk upon hopes, the least tread awry 
might be their ruin, so narrowly did their enemies watch them.

Sirs, the peace, safety, and honour, of the dissenting interest are things of too great value to 
be hazarded amongst the hands of our common enemies. You may fancy they will neglect 
the advantage you give them; but if they do, the devil will call them fools for it. Hr. Herle 
tells us of a king's fool, who wrote down the king himself in his table among his brother-
fools, because he had trusted an African stranger with four thousand pounds to buy 
Barbary horses. The king asked him how he would make him amends, if the stranger 
should come again? Why then (said he) I'll blot your name out of my table of fools, and 
write down the African in your stead. Think not our enemies are such fools to neglect the 
advantage we cast into their hands. It is a weighty note of Livy, Consilia non dant homines 
rebus, sed res hominibus; Men do not counsel things, but time and things counsel men. 
Methinks the postures of times and affairs give us better counsels than we seem to be 
governed by in such work as this. Divisions of forty years standing and more, about infants 
baptism, have eaten up the time, wasted the spirits, and alienated the hearts of English 
professors, divided them both in society and love; by reason whereof God's pleasant plant 
in this resembles the bramble, which taking root at both ends, by reason of the rencounters 
of the sap, commonly withers in the middle. Your brethren, in their Narrative from their 
General-Assembly, make a sad and sensible complaint of withering in the power of 
godliness. And truly we as well as they may complain with the church, We do all fade as a 
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leaf: The Lord help us to discern the true cause, whether it be not the misplacing of our 
zeal, our being cold where we should be fervent, and fervent hot where it should be cold; 
and whether the eating up of so much time and study about baptizing of infants, have not 
kept us these forty years in the infancy of our graces?

I well remember that blessed time, when ours and yours were terms almost unknown 
amongst professors in England. When their affections and prayers melted and mingled 
together sweetly in days of humiliation, and other duties of edifying and heavenly 
communion; and then churches began to flourish, and the graces of Christians every 
where flourished, and became fruitful: but no sooner did the saints divide in society and 
affection, but these pleasant blossoms were nipt by it, as by a frosty morning, the church 
formed itself as it were, into two armies set in battalia against each other. It was now with 
us much like as it is said of the amphisbena, that hath an head at either end, of which 
neither can well move without the consent of both; but, if each move a contrary way, the 
body tears in the middle. I doubt not but many that differed from us belonged to Christ, 
the same head with us; and yet it is past doubt, that many who seemed to be of us were 
headed by Satan; and quickly discovered themselves to be so, by running farther than we 
first, or you next, imagined, even into Quakerism, Socinianism, Ranterism, and the foulest 
puddle and sink of complicated errors; of which an imperial stranger, under the name of 
Honorius Reggius,anagrammatikwV, Georgius Hornius having heard the report in his own 
country, came over on purpose into England for his particular and perfect information, and 
hath given the foreign churches a full and sad account thereof in a Latin narrative, which I 
have by me; whereby I find, that, if the Lord in mercy to us had not let in a third party with 
the common calamity upon us all, we ourselves must in all probability have mutually 
ruined each other. But God saw other hands fitter for such dirty work than ours; and now 
it was time to reflect upon former follies, and renew our ancient acquaintance in the 
common gaols. And, through the goodness of God, this did somewhat allay the heats of 
good men, and gave us fresh hopes of an hearty and lasting reintegration. We hoped the 
furnace might have purged our dross, and melted our hearts into unity, both by 
discovering the evils for which the Lord afflicted us, and the sincerity of the sufferers hearts 
under those trials. "Christians, (saith Mr. Jenkins) if we must die, let us die like men, by an 
unanimous holy contention against the common enemy; not like fools, by giving him our 
sword, and destroying one another by schisms in our own bowels."

But alas! alas! no sooner is the rod off our backs, and a respite from sufferings given us, 
but we are presently sounding an alarm to the battle again, and, to my sorrow, myself 
unavoidably engaged therein.
Friends, I have a witness in many of your bosoms, how peaceably and respectfully I have 
always carried it towards you, even to such a degree as began to bring me under the 
suspicion of some of your party, that I was inclining to their opinion, though I did not 
openly profess it. But the true reasons of my moderation in this point were, (1.) That I ever 
did, and still do look upon many of you as Christians, sound in the other great doctrines of 
the gospel. (2.) That there are difficulties in this controversy which may puzzle the minds 
of well-meaning Christians. (3.) I highly value the peace of the church, and durst do 
nothing that tended to keep open the breaches upon a controversy of this nature, you 
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being for purity in doctrine and worship in most other controverted points, as well as we. 
(4.) I observed how rare a thing it is for engaged parties to give ground.

Qui velit ingenio cedere, rarus erit. 
'Mad disputants to reason seldom yield.'

(5.) My head, heart, and hands have been filled with better employments, from which I am 
extremely loth to be diverted. If Bellarmine turned with loathing from school-divinity, 
because it wanted the sweet juice of piety, much more may I turn from such perverse 
disputes as these: Sure I may find as fair expositions of scripture, and as accurate and 
legitimate distinctions among the school-men, as in Mr. Tombes' Examen and Apology; or 
(which for the most part is but a transcript of both) in Mr. Cary's Solemn Call. But I see I 
must not be my own chuser; I cannot now be both silent and innocent; for in this Solemn 
Call I find the great doctrines of God's covenants abused by my neighbour; the books 
dispersed into many families related to me in this place, one of 
them delivered to me by the Author's own hands, with a 
pressing desire to give my judgment upon it: Several objections 
which I privately and seasonably sent him to prevent the sin and 
folly of his attempt, pretended to be answered from p. 164. ad p. 
183. Thus I am necessarily brought into the field of controversy: 
whither I come not a volunteer, but a pressed man; not out of 
choice, but necessity. And now I am here, I resolve to be 
only Adversarius litis, non personæ, an adversary in the 
controversy, not to the person, especially of my friendly 
neighbour. Neither would I have appeared thus publicly against 
him, if differences, could have been accommodated, and the 
evil prevented, in a more private way; in order thereunto, I have 
punctually observed and kept the rules and measures of 
friendship.

It is possible some may judge my style against him to be too sharp; but if they please to 
read the conclusion of his Call, and my Answer, I presume they will find enough to make 
atonement for that fault, if it be a fault. It is from the nature of the matter before me, not 
from defect of charity to the person or party, that I am forced to be so plain and pungent as 
I am.

To conclude, I suspect this very preface may be also censured for its plainness and 
tediousness. I confess, when times are busy we should be brief; and I am persuaded a 
sufficient preface may be contracted into four words, aneu proemiwn kai paqwn, without 
preface or passions. However, I have a little eased my own heart, by discharging my duty 
to my differing brethren, and pleased myself, if not them.

The God of peace create peace in all the borders of Sion, beat our swords into plow-
shares, and our spears intopruning-hooks; I mean, our polemicals into practicals; that 
Jerusalem may once more be a city compact, and no more terrible to herself, but only to 
her enemies, as an army with banners. This, brethren, is the prayer, and shall ever be the 
endeavour of,

Your Friend and Servant in Christ;
JOHN FLAVEL.
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APC Pulpit
APC Pulpit is a regular feature where we share 

sermons from our own ministers as well as from friends of the 
denomination.

Rev. Fletcher Matandika is the minister of 
our congregation in Vancouver, Canada. 

He graduated from the African Bible 
College, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
B ib l i ca l S tud ie s and a Mino r i n 
Communications in 2002. He is the 
Founder of the Ministry of Hope, a 
Christian ministry which cares for over 
3,000 orphan children. In 2008, he 
graduated from Westminster Seminary in 
California, where he earned a Master of 
Divinity degree. In addition to being a 
pastor, he also serves as the President of 
J oy t o t he Wor ld M in i s t r i e s , an 
international, Christ-centered organization 
which he founded in 2006 while pursuing 
his seminary studies in California. Joy to 
the World is committed to the mission of 

“Taking the Whole Gospel to the Whole Man 
and to the Whole World.” Rev. Matandika 
and his wife (Angella) share a common 
passion and commitment to see God’s Name 
exalted among the nations, “from the rising 
of the sun even to its setting” (see Malachi 
1:11). The Lord has blessed the Matandika’s 
with two children.
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“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief” (1 Timothy 1:15).

In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul addresses himself 
as the “chief” of sinners which raises the 
question, “Why would Paul say this about 
himself?” Was he eliciting sympathy?  Was 
he seeking to limit people’s expectations of 
him to save his own face?  Was he fishing 
for compliments?  Certainly not!  

Paul as an apostle makes this statement 
under the inspiration of Holy Spirit.  This 
was not an off-handed or an 
incorrect self-depreciating 
comment.  This statement is 
one of deep gratitude and 
sincere humility.  

This is not the first time where 
we see Paul reflecting on his 
life and spiritual standing.  It’s 
interesting to trace Paul’s 
personal progress toward this 
great confession.  There are at 
least two other places where 
Paul stops to think, reflect and 
evaluate his own spiritual standing 
(something that we have neglected in our 
day much to our detriment).

He wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:9, “I am the 
least of the apostles…” to which we might 
sarcastically say, “Wow, Paul, how humble 
you are!   How self-depreciating…!  The 
least of the apostles!  During Paul’s time 
the apostles would have been considered 
the most exclusive group of men that lived 
on the face of the planet earth!   As 
apostles, they held the unprecedented and 
unrepeatable office.  There were only 
twelve others and he was the thirteenth.  

“That certainly doesn’t sound very 
humble,” we might say.

A little later in his life, Paul wrote 
in Ephesians 3:8, “I am the least of all the 
saints…”  And to that we might respond 
by saying, “Well, that is certainly a step 
down…but it’s not that great a step 
downward.” In Paul’s day, Christians made 
o n l y a b o u t o n e p e rc e n t o f t h e 
population.  Therefore, being the least of 
the top one percent and the least of the 
top ten percent of the people in the entire 
world is not really that great of a step 

down!

But much later in his life, 
Paul wrote these words 
w h i c h w e fi n d i n 1 
Timothy 1:15 where he 
r e f e r s t o h i m s e l f a s 
the “chief” of sinners.  
W h a t ch a n g e d ?   Th e 
longer he lived (as a 
Chr i s t ian ) , the lower 
estimate he had of his own 
spiritual standing.  Paul is 
no longer setting himself 

above anyone else!  He now puts himself 
at the bottom of the pile of all of 
humanity.  No longer just “the least of the 
apostles” or “the least of the saints”!  He 
is now the “chief” of sinners.  The closer 
he got to Christ, the more clearly he saw 
his sin.  The more clearly he saw the 
original, the ideal, the pattern, the more 
clearly he understood how far short he 
fell of that standard.

It’s not so much that Paul wants to draw 
attention to himself as the “chief” sinner 
although I am sure he was not speaking 
hyperbolically here.  Rather, he wants to 
cast a greater light on Christ and show us 

Grace Abounding
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the magnificence of Christ, His love, mercy and grace towards sinners!  Paul is calling us 
all to cast our eyes upon Christ and marvel at Him and the greatness of His saving grace.  
As Paul is evaluating his own spiritual standing (i.e. in relation to the grace and glory of 
God in Christ) he cannot help but see himself as the “chief” sinner.

He had seen the original pattern and he immediately understood his position in this 
world as being the “chief” of sinners.  He had seen the perfect Man in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and consequently, he stopped comparing himself to the rest of the apostles.  He 
stopped comparing himself to the rest of the believers in the world.  He is now 
comparing himself to the Lord Jesus Christ and at once, he sees himself as he really is, 
the “chief” of sinners.  The more he increased in the knowledge of Christ, the more he 
grew in grace.  The more the image of Christ was restored in him, the more he 
understood how much of that image was yet to be restored in him.

We all know this from our own experiences in life, don’t we?  The further we stay from 
the light, the less we see the dirt on us.  Conversely, the closer we get to the light, the 
more clearly we will see the dirt on us.

Here is a very sobering truth that we all need to grapple with:  the most spiritual among 
us are those who most clearly see their sins and NOT those who think they are okay and 
have no sin.  And so it was with Paul.  Towards the end of his life, a very long way down 
the road, he ultimately came to view and speak of himself as the “chief” of sinners.  
Those who are maturing in the faith and growing closer to Christ, have a low view of 
themselves and a high view of God.  Amen!
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There	   once	   was	   a	   donkey.	   Just	   a	   li5le	   one.	   But	   kind	   of	  
chubby.	   He	   was	   grayish	   and	   brownish,	   a	   mo5led	   color.	  
He	  had	  one	  long	  dark	  stripe	  down	  his	  back,	  and	  one	  short	  
thick	   stripe	  across	  his	   shoulders.	  He	  wasn’t	   the	  pre?est	  
lily	  in	  the	  field.	  

When	  he	  walked	  –	  and	  even	  when	  he	  tro5ed	  –	  he	  jolted	  
back	   and	   forth	   on	  his	  
stubby	   legs.	   Wonk	  
wonk,	  wonk	  wonk.	   So	  
people	   called	   him	  
Wonkey.	  Wonkey	   the	  
Donkey.	  

When	   his	   brothers	  
brayed	   ‘Last	   one	   to	  
the	   hayba le	   i s	   a	  
ro5en	   egg!’,	   Wonkey	  
pushed	   himself	   to	  
charge	   as	   fast	   and	   as	  
fiercely	   as	   he	   could.	  
He	   was	   as	   stubborn	  
and	  as	  tough	  as	  could	  
be.	   But	   instead	   of	  
s p r i n J n g	   l i k e	   a	  
racehorse,	   Wonkey	  
wobbled	  to	  and	  fro	  on	  his	  wonky	  legs.	  Wonk	  wonk,	  wonk	  
wonk.	  Wonkey	   is	   the	   ro5en	  egg!	  They	  brayed.	  And	   they	  
laughed	  at	  him:	  Hee	  haw,	  hee	  haw!

One	   fine	   spring	   day,	   it	   was	   too	   much.	   Wonkey	   tro5ed	  
away	  to	  the	  edge	  of	  the	  field	  to	  chew	  his	  clover	  blossoms	  
under	  the	  big	  tree.	  His	  head	  hung	  low.	  Great	  big	  donkey	  
tears	  rolled	  out	  of	  his	  big	  brown	  eyes.	  He	  sniffed	  a	  great	  
big	  donkey	  sneeze.	  

The Donkey of a King



His	   mommy	   tro5ed	   up.	   ‘Hold	   your	   head	   up,	   Wonkey!’	   She	   said.	  
‘I’ve	  got	  a	  special	  story	  to	  tell	  you.’	  

She	  told	  him	  how	  long	  ago	  and	  far	  away,	  Jesus,	  the	  King	  of	  all	  kings,	  
needed	   a	   special	   way	   to	   ride	   into	   Jerusalem	   for	   a	   grand	   parade.	  
This	  great	  King	  didn’t	  ask	  for	  a	  racehorse	  or	  a	  chariot.	  No.	  He	  asked	  
for	  a	  li5le	  donkey.	  The	  li5le	  donkey	  carried	  the	  great	  King	  into	  His	  
city	  while	  crowds	  of	  people	  waved	  palm	  branches.	  

‘Legend	  has	  it	  that	  this	  faithful	  donkey	  loved	  Jesus	  so	  much	  that	  he	  
followed	  Him	  faithfully	  ever	  aTer.	  It	  broke	  his	  heart	  that	  he	  didn’t	  
get	  to	  carry	  Jesus’	  cross	  up	  the	  hill	  for	  Him,	  and	  so	  Jesus	  gave	  him	  a	  
cross	  to	  carry	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  his	  life:	  a	  special	  cross	  on	  his	  back.’
‘A	  cross	  like	  mine?’	  asked	  Wonkey.
‘A	  cross	  like	  yours.’	  Said	  his	  mummy.	  ‘All	  donkeys	  have	  it.	  One	  long	  
stripe	   down	   the	   back,	   and	   one	   short	   thick	   stripe	   across	   the	  
shoulders!’

ATer	   that,	  Wonkey	   held	   his	   head	   high.	   He	   pranced.	   He	   behaved	  
himself	  like	  he	  belonged	  in	  a	  royal	  stable	  instead	  of	  a	  muddy	  field.	  
Because	  Wonkey	  carried	  a	  cross:	  Wonkey	  was	  the	  donkey	  of	  a	  king.

-‐	  Wri/en	  by	  Molly	  Murray	  (Lairg)

Ma#hew	  21:1-‐7
Then	   Jesus	   sent	   two	  disciples,	  saying	   to	   them,	  “Go	   into	   the	   village	  
opposite	   you,	   and	   immediately	   you	  will	   find	   a	   donkey	   Eed,	   and	   a	  
colt	  with	  her.	  Loose	  them	  and	  bring	  them	  to	  Me.	  And	  if	  anyone	  says	  
anything	   to	   you,	   you	   shall	   say,	   ‘The	   Lord	   has	   need	   of	   them,’	   and	  
immediately	  he	  will	  send	  them.”
All	  this	  was	  done	  that	  it	  might	  be	  fulfilled	  which	  was	  spoken	  by	  the	  
prophet,	  saying:
“Tell	   the	   daughter	   of	   Zion,	   ‘Behold,	   your	   King	   is	   coming	   to	   you,	  
Lowly,	  and	  siPng	  on	  a	  donkey,	  A	  colt,	  the	  foal	  of	  a	  donkey.’”	  
So	   the	   disciples	   went	   and	   did	   as	   Jesus	   commanded	   them.	  They	  
brought	   the	   donkey	   and	   the	   colt,	   laid	   their	   clothes	   on	   them,	   and	  
set	  Him	  on	  them.	  
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Draw a picture of Wonkey the Donkey and if you want to you can send it to Molly!

JERUSALEM DONKEY CROWD HOSANNA
MOUNT COLT TREES HIGHEST

OLIVES FOAL BRANCHES BLESSED
VILLAGE KING SHOUT NAME



Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Q2. What rule has God given to direct us 

how we may glorify and enjoy him?
A. The word of God, which is contained in the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is 
the only rule to direct us how we may glorify 

and enjoy him.

Psalm 23

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,

His goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,

For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,

I feast on His pure delights.

And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know.



Q&A | Kara Tippetts on resting in God’s 
faithfulness to the very end.
By WARREN COLE SMITH

Kara Tippetts and her husband, Jason, have a 
lot going for them, including four beautiful 
children and a thriving new church that 
Jason started and serves as pastor. But soon 
after moving to Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
to start that church, Tippets discovered she 
had breast cancer. Despite aggressive 
treatment, the cancer spread throughout her 
body.

She started blogging about her experiences 
with a remarkable transparency that 
immediately won her as many as 20,000 
daily page views on her blog, Mundane 
Faithfulness. A publisher soon discovered 
the blog and the result is her first book, The 
Hardest Peace: Expecting Grace in the Midst 
of Life’s Hard. I had this conversation with 
Kara Tippetts at her home in Colorado 
Springs.

Kara, you have a great husband, great 
marriage, great kids, a calling in your life, 
you and your husband planting this church, 
and meaningful work. You were successful 
at it by the world’s standards. There are 
going to be a lot of people who say, “God 
must be a real you-know-what to allow this 
sort of thing to happen.” What would you 
say to the folks outside looking in at that 
situation? 

It is hard for a lot of people on the outside 
looking in. I often say hard is not the 
absence of God’s goodness. Look at how 
our salvation was made. It talks about in 
Philippians that we then get to partner with 
Jesus in suffering, so it’s a calling of us all. I 
think we forget that. I think somewhere we 
have blended this American culture into 
our faith and forgotten that suffering is very 
much a part of what we’re all called to.
 
There’s also I would think on the other side 
of that coin a danger to be glib about this 
too, right? It’s not just your suffering, but 
it’s your family’s, as well. It’s a possibility 
that you’re going to leave them without a 
wife, without a mother. How do you as a 
family deal with that? I know some of that 
is probably too personal to talk about…
No, not at all. I talk very honestly and 
openly about that. I don’t discount how 
incredibly hard it is in my writing. I have 
desperately low days and days where I 
forget, and I need my community to remind 
me of the goodness of God, and I’m really 
honest about that. Today I can’t see the 
gospel. Today I can’t see this. Will you all 
help remind me? 

For my kids, we have a very large age 
range of kids, and so we have just been 
very open with them and answer their 
questions as they come. Last week I found 
out I have cancer in my brain in three new 

Trusting God with Terminal Cancer - Part 2
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places. The kids got in the car and I said, 
“All right, kids, you know mommy is 
struggling with cancer. We found three new 
spots in my brain, now let’s just play the 
music really loud and dance on the way 
home from school and go home and make 
dinner.”

And, you know, with our diagnosis it’s just 
going to keep coming like that. So they get 
in the car, it’s like, “All right kids, mommy 
has to go to more doctors.” It does sound a 
little glib, but it’s kind of our story. 

You know it’s funny when I walked up 
here; you and I are sitting on your front 
porch right now with the Waldo Canyon 
fire remnants in the background and I guess 
Pikes Peak over here as well, and a 
beautiful site here. On your front porch 
though you’ve also got a sign that says 
immune suppressed, please wash hands 
before entering, and you’ve got some hand 
sanitizer there. Your daughter came to the 
door whenever I knocked on the door and 
she just looked up at me and I said do I 
need to wash my hands before I come in, 
and she said, “Yeah, you need to wash your 
hands because my mommy has cancer.”
Did she say that? Wow. From a 5-year-old. 
I mean that’s her reality, and it’s hard. Last 
week I shaved my head and my hair is now 
about to fall out, so I’m going to look like 
you pretty soon, Warren.

Hey, it’s not all bad. 
It’s not? For the kids I appear as somebody 
sick. They know I’m somebody who is sick, 
and it’s our story. My youngest daughter is 
named Story, and she knows this is our 
lives. She probably doesn’t realize that 
cancer is deadly. There will be the time that 
that unique conversation will come to her. 
My oldest, they do know. They do know. 

In the book, I talk about my second born 
saying, “Is mommy going to die of old age 

or cancer?”  We just lay in bed and cried 
together. I said, Harper, will Jesus be good 
to us in either answer? We just cried; that 
we want to believe that truth. It’s a hurt.  

Kara, a few minutes ago, you talked about 
your community and how they have 
walked with you through some of the times 
at the very bottom. What’s been helpful 
and what’s not helpful? 
That’s an excellent question. I really love 
hearing the stories with cancer where 
people have grown in faith or grown 
nearer to God. I struggle when people 
need to tell me about a horrible death from 
cancer. Those really discourage me and 
sometimes will leave me brokenhearted for 
a couple of days.

What is helpful? We have asked our kids 
along the way what help do you want in 
our home? My children specifically love 
when I cook. They just like watching me 
cook. There is something very normal 
about me cooking. In my first year of 
cancer, people brought dinner every night. 
This time, we’ve asked for freezer meals so 
the kids watch me put it together. Even 
though I’m not the one actually cooking, it 
appears to my children that I am. 

We are very careful, season by season. 
Right now I have moms that help me come 
and clean on Mondays because we’re 
trying to save my energy for the kids when 
they get home from school. I think for 
community it ’s a constant asking, 
especially with somebody that has a 
chronic disease. We want suffering to be 
like pregnancy, nine months and it’s gone, 
but my story isn’t like that, so we have to 
keep re-looking at my story; what new 
help do we need, and what new support 
do you need as I get weaker and weaker? 

When I hear you talk about the story of 

19



your church, and the fact that you and 
Jason have planted this church and it has 
grown, it’s thrived, temptation is to be glib 
about this and to look for the happy 
ending, to say things like, “God has turned 
this into good by giving you guys such a 
powerful and compelling story.” There 
may be some truth in that. How do you 
process all of that? 
At the end of the day, my heart’s desire is 
for more time and to be a mom longer. So I 
can say in my mind that God is good, even 
if He takes me early. But, in my heart, I 
scream, “Lord, let me stay!” Somebody 
once told me a story of a season of great 
blessing. God was blessing her ministry, 
her book, and she had a friend who had 
just lost her husband, and she was in the 
midst of great suffering, but the hard thing 
for both of them was to trust God. 

I listened to that and I said, I’m both those 
women. I’m in the midst of great blessing 
and getting to share my story, getting to ask 
people to look for God’s grace, and I’m 
also dying. So the struggle is to trust God 
every day. Trust God and walk in 
faithfulness with Him. It is not a simple 
journey. 

You talk about being tired. I’ve got to 
imagine that hearing impertinent questions 
from guys like me has got to be a part of 
the draining process; yes or no? 
Not for me. I am highly extroverted. I don’t 
think that’s often true of writers, but I love 
people and getting to share the story and 
meet new people. It is one of my greatest 
delights. I have enjoyed this process of 
getting to share my story and answer hard 
questions and hope, in some way, maybe 
encourage just one person even.

What do you hope people get out of the 
book and your life in general?
I want the essence of my heart to be left 
behind, that when my kids go to find me, 
they won’t find me, but they’ll find the 

essence of me, and they’ll know me by 
these words and by the countless words that 
I’ve left behind. And not even know me—
they would see my dependence on Jesus, 
and that would be what would lead them. 
Mom might not give me advice, but she 
would have said to me, what’s the Holy 
Spirit saying in your life?  

For the readers abroad, I hope it would 
challenge people to live in kindness to one 
another. Kindness matters, and it shows 
others the gospel in a way that nothing else 
does. Looking for God’s grace, that 
unmerited love that we did not earn but that 
is lavished upon us each day of our living, 
[I hope] they would begin to see that.

What are the doctors telling you right now? 
I was raised in the Love Boat generation, 
where it’s like I am on the boat because I 
have six months to live. It’s not so much 
like that anymore. I think the time will 
come when they say, we’re out of treatment 
options, and at that point we’ll know I’m to 
the end. We’re not there yet. I’m not out of 
treatment options. It’s moving through my 
skeletal system quite rapidly, which is 
discouraging at best. I have never been told 
any type of timeline. I know people are very 
curious of that, so that’s a great question.

Are you curious? 
No. I don’t want to know. I mean there is a 
part of me. With each diagnosis, I know I’m 
getting closer to the end. You meet people 
who just can’t wait for heaven. They talk 
about it all the time. I am not one of those 
people. I love heaven. I am sure that is my 
destination. I am a hundred percent sure 
that’s where I’m going, but I’m not a person 
who pines for it, because when I look in my 
kids’ faces, I want to stay because it’s what I 
can see, feel, hear and touch.
This interview originally appeared at WORLD News Group's website 
(wng.org) and aired on WORLD Radio's Listening In. Reprinted with 
permission. Copyright © 2014 WORLD News Group. All rights reserved.
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Come Here, I’ll Tell… is our Testimony feature (Ps 66:16). The difference 
between biography and testimony is that a biography tells us what a person 

has done in life. A testimony tells us what God has done in their life.

The story of my being in Steòrnabhagh began in 1981 and in the way of God’s good 
providence has brought me to experience the joys of serving in the APC of Stornoway. To 
borrow from the famous American broadcaster, Paul Harvey, let me tell you the rest of 
the story from the beginning. I was raised in a home that was, on a spiritual level, 
divided most of my young life. My mother was a Christian, but my dad was not. He was, 
nevertheless, transformed by Christ in an unremarkable but most certain conversion to 
Christ in 1973. There was a marked difference in my father’s life after his personal 
encounter with the living Christ and the ensuing influence of my father’s life and 
Christian experience is an important element of my own subsequent coming to faith in 
the Lord Jesus. While it is known by most that military families often move, my mother 
made sure my sister and I attended a Bible believing and preaching Church wherever we 

Come Here, I’ll Tell…

Michael Butterfield is an 
American. He is an ordained 
minister in the Presbyterian 
Church in America. Michael is 
preaching at present as 
resident supply for the APC in 
Stornoway.
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lived. That meant we were generally found in a Southern Baptist church.

As many good Southern Baptist children would have done, I made a ‘profession’ of 
faith and was afterward baptized near my twelfth year. This meant having a ‘spiritual 
talk’ with the pastor and then going forward during an ‘altar call’ on some Lord’s Day 
morning thereafter to ‘accept’ Christ. Sadly, that whole experience never changed my 
life. It amounted to nothing more than what is called ‘decisional regeneration.’ This is 
the idea that all you need to do is make a self-willed ‘decision’ for Christ and you will 
then be regenerated without the least reference to repentance, faith or conviction of 
sin. This experience did not change me, because I never truly believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, I never repented of my sins, and I never turned to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
faith. There was a moral reformation that attended my going forward and being 
baptized, but neither of these are conversion, are they? In short, I was never 
converted, I was not born again. It was not until later in life, at twenty-one, that I was 
turned from the wide gate and out of the broad way that leads to destruction and by a 
sovereign act of God’s good grace enabled to enter by the narrow gate and placed in 
the way that leads to eternal life.

Prior to this, I was living a life that is best described by the Greek philosophy of 
hedonism that ran quite contrary to my public profession. The nature of my life after 
this ineffectual experience included both private and public sins and lasted a period 
of nine years. Nine additional years of service to that ‘foul fiend Apollyon’. I had been 
born in his dominions and found Apollyon’s ‘wages such as a man could not live on; 
for the wages of sin is death.’ In this whole period of time I was quite blinded by the 
god of this world to my eternal danger. I was unable to see “the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” One evening, having the intention of 
engaging in this life choice without any regard for my eternal estate, I tacitly declared 
to my colleague in sin that I had been religious and was therefore safe from eternal 
punishment. Acting in line with the theological assumptions of the tradition in which 
I was raised, I believed myself secure.

By divine orchestration, a good friend and now a dear brother with whom I had been 
raised in my youth, began witnessing to me about the Lord Jesus Christ; at the same 
time, my own father and mother were praying for me, seeing the direction of my life. 
What I believed to be a sound argument against their accumulative witness was that I 
already possessed eternal life. I argued, I knew all the answers about salvation and 
Jesus, because I had learned them at church. While not nearly as filled with 
knowledge as Mr. Talkative in Pilgrims Progress, I suppose I could have given his 
answer, “All this I know very well; for a man can receive nothing, except it be given 
him from heaven: all is of grace, not of works.” Additionally, my life was safe, 
because I had gone forward and been saved. In the end all I had is what I now call 
‘historical faith’. I thought I believed the truths of the scriptures. I treated them as cold 
facts of history and nothing more. Facts, that neither changed my mind, my life, or my 
heart. My heart was not circumcised; it was a heart of stone. Though we do not live in 
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such an honest age, the words of Faithful to the question of Talkative could easily 
describe my life at this time:

Talkative at first began to blush; but, recovering himself, thus he 
replied: You come now to experience, to conscience, and to God; 
and to appeal to him for justification of what is spoken… unless 
you take upon you to be a catechiser; and though you should so 
do, yet I may refuse to make you my judge. But I pray, will you tell 
me why you ask me such questions?

Because I saw you forward to talk, and because I knew not that 
you had aught else but notion. Besides, to tell you all the truth, I 
have heard of you that you are a man whose religion lies in talk, 
and that your conversation gives this your mouth-profession the 
lie. … your religion, and an ale-house, and covetousness, and 
uncleanness, and swearing, and lying, and vain company-keeping, 
etc., will stand together. The proverb is true of you which is said of 
a harlot, to wit, “That she is a shame to all women:” so are you a 
shame to all professors.

But God had other plans for my life. Consequently, one evening I came upon Billy 
Graham preaching on the television. By a secret and external compulsion, I watched 
with attentiveness the televised event. This occurred, unpredictably, on two nights 
consecutively and is the means God used to commence the work of grace in my life 
by the effectual and convicting work of the Spirit. This conviction brought about faith, 
repentance and conversion. Though I listened with an interest I had never known 
before, I am quite unaware of the texts preached those two evenings. Irrespective of 
this ignorance, the Holy Spirit took the words and applied them to my heart. My only 
recollection is that Billy Graham was preaching the law with all its deficiencies in a 
typically Billy Graham fashion. In my recollection, however, it had specific 
references to adultery as well as others. This work commenced what resulted in a 
week of conviction by the Holy Spirit of this particular sin in my life. I was 
consciously aware the Holy Spirit was convicting me of sin as well as judgment. Sin, 
because I was convinced the life I was living was a life of transgression against God 
and his Law. I was convicted of judgment because I was flooded with the conviction 
of impending judgment during a night of intoxicated driving. In a moment of sober 
reflection I understood that if I were to die that night in a car accident, I would most 
certainly have been cast immediately into hell. At the end of that week the Lord 
brought me to repentance in and during a long road trip home after spending the 
Lord’s Day in debauchery.

For the past 34 years, the Lord has in various ways and different degrees worked in 
me and for me. While it has been a circuitous route, The Lord took me to Wales 
where I met my bride, He privileged me with a call into the ministry, sent me to two 
Bible Colleges and enabled me to finish seminary. It is through His ongoing work in 
my life that I find myself among the good folk in Stornoway. May it please the God of 
all grace to continue to do so for His own glory! Soli Deo Gloria!

“But God 
had other 
plans for 
my life.”



Assynt Report by Rev John Forbes (Free Church)

I am writing this letter to your Presbytery in my capacity as the Free Church interim- 
moderator for Assynt. It seemed appropriate to take this opportunity to update you as to 
developments in the joint congregation there. 

The congregation meets for worship in Lochinver at 3pm each Lord's Day. In previous years 
there were also services in Stoer and Drumbeg but these have been discontinued due to the 
low numbers that were attending as well as the difficulty in organising pulpit supply for so 
few. The regular 3pm service in Lochinver does seem to have been of benefit and 
encouragement to all concerned. It means that folks from Drumbeg and Stoer now meet for 
worship with those from Lochinver, whereas before some people only attended services in 
their own area. 

Attendance varies especially through the difficult winter months. I preached to 4 last week 
but would usually expect around 12 to 15 in the summer months. The communion roll has 
one APC member and three Free Church members. There are also adherents from both 
denominations as well as friends from the Church of Scotland that attend and support. 

The only building currently in use is the Lochinver Free Church. It is a pleasant building but 
in need of repairs and improvements. We are currently applying for a grant for roof repairs 
through a scheme provided by the government, and we're hopeful that this will be 
successful. 

The Free Church in Stoer and the manse in Lochinver are both on the market at the 
moment. It is intended that the proceeds of sale will be used to fund ministry as it does not 
seem that ministry will be a possibility in the near future without availability of such funds. 
It is anticipated that if the manse was sold we would either buy a smaller property as a 
manse, or else simply rent accommodation for a minister. 

Some renovation work to the Drumbeg church (APC) was undertaken a few years ago by 
William Paterson and James Innes. Large holes in corrugated iron were patched with 
fibreglass membrane, and external woodwork was repaired and painted. Worship has not 
been held in the building for some time now due to the current arrangement for services. 

I realise that there is much difficulty in seeing a way forward for small congregations like 
Assynt but I do commend the congregation to your consideration and your prayers. 

Congregational Reports

24



Kinlochbervie, Lairg and Rogart by Rev Gordon Murray

At Christmas time we had a lovely Congregational Christmas Dinner at the Pier Café 
in Lairg. 22 came along and we had a nice time together. In November we had a Joint 
Harvest Thanksgiving service with both Lairg and Rogart Free Churches, with tea and 
coffee after the service. About forty were present. We also collected donations for the 
Blythswood Food Bank. In October we had friends come to help tidy up the church 
building in Lairg. About 15-20 people helped out. We painted the windows, porches 
and toilet. We still plan to change light fixtures and paint the beams inside the church. 
In September we began a monthly Evangelistic service in Ardgay. Rogart became a 
monthly service also. The Kirk Session decided that a consistent morning service in 
Kinlochbervie and an evening service in Lairg was better than swapping times around 
for the winter.

We made the Bible Study weekly in Lairg and began a monthly KLB Bible Study. Both 
have been well received. The Lairg Bible Study is on hold for the winter. We continue 
to have our joint Prayer Meetings on Wednesday evenings.

In my last report I mentioned that we were starting a 9am Catechism Class. We’re 
taking a break for the winter but that was a big success. People were keen to come 
and discuss the catechisms they had learned in youth but they had never really had 
explained before.

One of the big encouragements has been to see the congregation getting involved in 
hosting bible studies, cleaning the church, bringing food. We have one young man – 
13-year-old Cameron, who took care of the church heating while we were on holiday, 
put up posters for the evangelistic services and has been baking cakes for fellowships 
and for visitors!

On Sundays I’m preaching through Mark’s Gospel and Ephesians. We’re coming to the 
end in both of these studies.
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Presbytery Highlights
At January’s Presbytery we welcomed some visitors from a couple of our congregations.  
David James from Oban and Stewart Wilson from the Stornoway congregation were 
welcomed to the Presbytery meeting along with the Stornoway locum minister Rev Michael 
Butterfield.  We are increasingly aware of our limited resources and man power in these 
days and so it was good to have them with us and to receive their contributions to the 
various discussions.    

The General Treasurer’s financial report highlighted the possibility of a deficit in the coming 
year and encouraged us all to think about our giving to the Lord’s work.  This is necessary if 
we are to meet our obligations and if we are to provide effective ministry to our 
congregations.

Rev Wayne Pearce has left our Skye and Harris congregation as minister, along with 
Donald MacCuish who has resigned from the roll of assessor elder after serving the 
congregation over a long period.  We are indebted to these men for their service in the 
Lord’s work and wish them well.  This is a difficult time for any congregation to be without 
a minister and we must do everything that we can in such situations. At the last Presbytery 
the Rev Gordon Murray was appointed to work as Interim Moderator for the congregation 
and he is now joined by Rev Ross McFarlane.  Together they team up with Alasdair 
Patterson on the Kirk Session.  Please remember these men and the congregation of Skye 
and Harris at this time in prayer.  

Other congregations are also greatly affected by a lack of man power and resources.  We 
received a report of the work in Assynt from the Free Church Interim Moderator, Rev John 
Forbes.  We have enjoyed a relationship with the Free Church in our Assynt congregations 
for long years now but even in this joint situation things are a struggle.  It is increasingly 
hard to get pulpit supply to far flung areas and there is only one service now on the Lord’s 
Day at 3pm in Lochinver.  Please pray for the Interim Moderators, Rev John Forbes and Rev 
John van Eyk, the folk there, and that the gospel would flourish there.

With Wayne’s departure there was also a vacancy on the Training Committee.  The Rev 
Ross Macaskill agreed to become a member of this group along with Mr John Lister, 
Inverness.  There was some discussion over the APC Conference which comes under the 
remit of this committee.  The last conference was for various reasons very poorly attended.  
It looks like there will be no conference this year. The committee will look at the best way 
forward for the future.  Various suggestions were made, such as: combining it with the 
General Assembly; having it at the end of the APC Youth Camp; whether to have a 3-day or 
just a 1-day conference; appealing to a broad group or keeping it more APC focussed.  
Perhaps you have some ideas that you would like to share about future conferences?  If you 
do email the committee clerk: jcaferguson@hotmail.com.
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Book Review
by Rev John van Eyk

The Gospel: How the Church Portrays 
the Beauty of Christ (9Marks: Building 
Healthy Churches) by Raymond C. 
Ortlund Jr. Crossway (2014), Hardcover, 
144 pages

Attending the Highland Show in Edinburgh 
can set you up for disappointment. The 
vendors hawking their wares captivate you 
and you feel compelled to purchase their 
products. But, when you arrive home, the 
reality doesn’t always correspond with the 
promise. It doesn’t cook or cut or 
clean the way the peddler pledged.

Ray Ortlund is eager that the Church 
doesn’t make that mistake, that those 
w h o h e a r t h e g o s p e l a r e n ’ t 
disappointed when they come to the 
community the gospel creates, the 
Church. The life and culture of the 
Church should be shaped by the faith 
it confesses. For example, he writes: “The love 
of God in Christ is the breathtaking doctrine of 
John 3:16. Now here is the beautiful church 
culture called for by that doctrine: ‘Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another’ (1 John 4:11)” (p 36). Similarly, if we 
confess that Christ died to make his people 
holy, the Church’s ethos should be “graced 
with holiness” (p 49). 

I think Ortlund’s point is a significant 
corrective to the tendency in Highland 
Christianity to see the Church as a preaching 
station and to judge the Church’s faithfulness 
solely by what it confesses. God designed his 
Church to display the beauty and glory of 
Christ and this happens when believers live in 
loving unity. A community marked by mutual 
love and self-denial, holiness, happiness, and 
hopefulness because of the good news of what 
God has done in Christ, is a powerful witness 
to the truthfulness of what the Church 
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confesses. We want to win people’s minds with 
the truths of the Bible “[b]ut the beauty of 
human relationships in the church is itself an 
argument for the gospel, just as a tender 
romance that endures for a lifetime is an 
argument for marriage. . .” (p 69). 

Ortlund’s point is also a rebuke to the fractious 
nature of the Church. He writes: “A common 
objection to the gospel is this: “Look at your 
churches.” No more needs to be said” (p 66). 
We cannot preach the beauty and glory of 

Christ, and expect to be heard, when the 
Church that bears his name is wracked by 
division and gossip. In connection with Jesus’ 
injunction to love one another in John  
13:34-35 Ortlund writes: “If we fail to love one 
another in ways so striking that we actually start 
looking like Jesus, then the world has the right 
to judge that we know nothing of him. They 
might be wrong. We might indeed be 
Christians. But the world is right to dismiss 
unloving Christians as unchristian. Jesus himself 
gave them that right” (p.112-113).

Let me end Ortlund’s stated goal at the 
beginning of his book, “So this is a book about 
the gospel, yes. But more specifically, it’s about 
how the gospel can shape the life and culture of 
our churches so that they portray Christ as he 
really is, according to his gospel” (p.19).

Highly recommended.
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Mothering Sunday - March 15th
We need to get into the way of appreciating and loving our families well 
because in this world we don’t know what a day or an hour can bring.

Sunday March 15th is the Lord’s Day. However, there is no reason that a Sunday 
cannot be both the Lord’s Day and Mothers’ Day. We can worship and honour 
God while at the same time marking the day as a day for thanking and 
appreciating our mums.

In fact, God commands us to honour our mothers in the 5th commandment:
“Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12)

The Jews counted this commandment as part of the First Table of the Law. By 
doing this they were saying that honouring your parents was more akin to loving 
God than loving your neighbour. 
 
A good mother is a gift from God. He is the creator of the family. And in our 
day, where man seeks to destroy the family we need to count it a very precious 
thing.

Give thanks to God for a good mother and, if she’s still here with you, give 
thanks to her as well!

- Rev Gordon Murray



APC Kitchen

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart… 

Acts 2:46

Ingredients:
1 cup water
1 cup Caster Sugar
8oz Butter
1lb Dried Fruit
1+ teaspoon Mixed Spice (to taste)
1+ teaspoon Cinnamon (to taste)
1 teaspoon Bicarbonate of Soda
2 Eggs
8oz Plain Flour

Method:
Put water, sugar, butter and spices in a microwave friendly 
bowl. Melt in the microwave and allow to simmer for about 1 
minute.
Add flour, bicarbonate of soda and eggs and mix well together.
Grease or line with cling film another microwavable bowl and 
add the mixture.
Zap on full power for 9 minutes (based on an 800w microwave).

Enjoy!

A cheat for duff! This recipe came from the editor’s dad, Norman D 
Murray from the Isle of Lewis. Please feel free to send more recipes in.

Microwave Dumpling



Congregational Details
DUNDEE

Rev Donald C Macaskill, BA; 238 
Arbroath Road, Dundee, DD4 7SB;  

Tel: 01382 451798; 
Email: donandmargo@me.com

Dens Road Church; 11 Dens Road 
- Sunday 11am & 6.30pm; Please 
confirm Prayer Meeting by calling 

the manse

EDINBURGH
Rev John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, 
Edinburgh, EH10 7AG; Tel: 0131 

466 6247; 
Email: jrossapc@googlemail.com

Sunday11.30am and 5pm; Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm at 47 

Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free 

Church, High Street, 11am & 
6.30pm; Wednesday 7.30pm; 

Contact: Donald MacNicol; Tel: 
01397 712405

INVERNESS
Rev Dr John C A Ferguson, MA, 

MDiv; 9 Golf View Terrace, 
Inverness, IV3 8JJ; Tel: 01463 

419027

Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road; Sundays 

11.30am & 6pm; Wed 7.30pm.
Centre Manager: Ken MacDonald; 

Tel: 01463 716843 Email: 
kenmac.arnish@gmail.com; 

www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Rev Gordon Murray; APC Manse, 
Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH; Tel: 

01549 402176 
Email: 

revgordonmurray@gmail.com 

Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street, 11am; Lairg Church: 

6pm; Ardgay Hall 1st Sunday 2pm; 
Rogart Church Last Sunday, 2pm; 
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

 

LOCHINVER, STOER & 
DRUMBEG

Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland; Lochinver Free 

Church at 3pm; Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie Tel 01571 855279 or 

Mrs I Macaulay Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Rev Archie McPhail, MA, MTh; 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN; Tel: 01631 567076

Email:obanapc@gmail.com

Campbell Street Church - 11am & 
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 

SKYE & HARRIS
Interim Moderator: Rev Gordon 

Murray, KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG 
& ROGART

SKYE: Portree APC Church, Staffin 
Road 12 noon; CofS, Dunvegan 
6.30pm. Contact: Mr Alasdair 
Paterson Tel: 01478 613014

HARRIS: Scarista Church of 
Scotland; 12 noon and 6pm. 

Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan Tel: 
01859 550252

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev John van 

Eyk, TAIN & FEARN

72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, 
Thu 7.30pm

TAIN & FEARN
Rev John van Eyk;  APC Manse, 2 

Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT; 
Tel: 01862 892199

Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 

Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s Day 
Hilton; 2nd, 4th in Tain at 6pm.

www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev Ross Macaskill, Castleview, 64 
Roxburgh Road,  Wick, KW1 5HP;  

Tel: 01955 928 075
Email: emailjrrm@gmail.com

Wick Church 11am; Strathy 
Church 2pm.

www.wickpresby.weebly.com

VANCOUVER
Rev F Matandika; 4370 Sophia St, 

Vancouver, BC, V5V 3V7; Tel: 
+1-778-318-6167; 

Email: fmatandika@gmail.com

First Service 2pm; Second Service 
6:30pm; Wednesday Bible Study 

7pm

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website or 

by contacting the
GENERAL TREASURER

Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie; 3 
Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 

Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458; Email: 

laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Rev Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY

EDITOR OF APC NEWS
Rev Gordon Murray

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

APC NEWS TREASURER:
Mr Clark Walls

2A Stratton Road
Inverness
IV2 3XA

telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

Website: 
apchurches.org

Blog: apchurches.blogspot.com

Scottish Charity Number: 
SCO2313



A Message from the General Treasurer
The Church exists for the purposes of proclaiming the gospel to the lost, and, building 
up God’s people in their faith. The Lord, through His people, provides the necessary 
means for us to achieve that in the world. He raises up leaders from among His 
people to take office as teaching elders. Scripture teaches us that ‘The worker deserves 
his wages’ (1 Timothy 5:18). The model we operate tracks back to the disruption Free 
Church in that my role is principally to operate a central ‘sustentation fund’. The 
principle being that those congregations which are most able to contribute more to 
the sustentation fund and that all our ministers then receive the same basic stipend. 
Presbytery has set the minimum stipend at £19,650 for 2015. That is considerably less 
than Ministers receive in other churches in Scotland.

I wanted to write this note to alert our people to the fact that our central funds are a 
constant concern. There have been numerous occasions in the past few years in 
which there has been inadequate money, in the central fund, to actually pay stipends 
to our ministers at the end of each month. This has necessitated us asking Christians to 
provide short term loans. These loans are repaid as soon as possible and thankfully we 
have no loans outstanding as I write this. If we do not respond to the challenge before 
us there is the potential that we will incur a deficit of around £15,000 in 2015. We 
are also actively seeking new ministers for congregations which are vacant. This is the 
right thing to do if we are to fulfil God’s purposes.

These are very difficult matters but my estimate is that each congregation needs to 
increase what it remits to central funds by around 10% if we are not to find ourselves 
living beyond our means. We have no reserves whatsoever. I would respectfully ask 
each reader to search their hearts on this matter and to pray earnestly for wisdom, 
guidance and an answer to this predicament.

Laurence R MacKenzie CA


