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Editorial
Welcome to the 
May/June 2015 
issue of the APC 
News. 

T h e u n i t y o f 
Christ’s Church is a huge issue in 
Scotland. Thanks to Philip Ross for 
addressing this issue in our Feature 
Article.

Thanks to all who have contributed to 
this magazine. The testimony of older 
Christians is something we ought to 
highly prize. It is a priviledge to bring to 
you the wartime experiences of Jan van 
Woerden. It was also interesting to peruse 
some old magazines and find an article 
that we could do with reading again in 
our new From the FIles feature. Thanks 
also to Don Macaskill for providing a 
sermon and Ross Macaskill for his Book 
Review and Presbytery report. Finally, 
thanks to the MacFarlanes for all they do 
with the APC Camp. The Kids Corner is 
given over to it this issue.

May God bless our efforts and make our 
wee magazine a blessing to his Church.

- Gordon
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No Need for Lengthened Discussion

‘If any one consider and examine these 
things, there is no need for lengthened 
discussion and arguments.’ The man who 
said that about the unity of the church 
cannot have sat on an ecumenical relations 
committee. Had he done so, his first motion 
might have sought the committee’s 
dissolution. That man was Cyprian, bishop of 
Carthage from 249 until his beheading in 
258. Various Christian traditions have fought 
over his treatise ‘On the Unity of the 
Church,’ trying to press the ancient martyr 
into post-mortem service of their structures, 
but all agree on this—for Cyprian, there 
could only be one church. ‘As the twelve 
tribes of Israel were divided, the prophet 
Ahijah rent his garment. But because Christ’s 
people cannot be rent, His robe, woven and 
united throughout, is not divided by those 
who possess i t ; undivided, uni ted, 
connected, it shows the coherent concord of 
our people who put on Christ.’ Whether that 

The subject of Church Unity is one we come across throughout Paul’s Epistles. It is 
important that we do not ignore it. The history of the Scottish Church shows us that it 
is easy to divide the Church. Like Humpty-Dumpty, it is not so easy to put her back 
together again. The state of the division of the Church in Scotland, especially of the 

Presbyterian and Reformed Church, is something that ought to be lamented. We 
need to repent and that means we need to unite. 
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was the message of Christ’s seamless robe or 
not, his point is clear—to possess a divided 
church is to possess no church at all.

And who could disagree with that? For an age 
and a half, hardly anyone in their right mind. 
Even if we leap from Cyprian’s day to the 
Reformation, the universal doctrine of the 
church was still a doctrine of one church. Not 
even the Great Schism of 1054 had changed 
that. Then by the time our seventeenth 
century forefathers were busy subscribing to 
The Solemn League and Covenant, the 
church they wanted to see in Scotland, 
England, and Ireland was still to have ‘the 
nearest conjunction and uniformity in 
religion, confession of faith, form of church-
government, directory for worship and 
catechising.’ In the centuries that followed, it 
seemed that the nearer that conjunction and 
uniformity was, the more split-prone the 
church became. Yet the question was still the 

Philip S. Ross is a member of our 
Church Relations Committee. The 
state of the Church in Scotland is a 
matter of principled concern for him. 
He lives near Loch Lomond and is 
the author of From the Finger of God 
and My First Book of Bible Prayers.
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same; not who had the cleanest part of the 
robe, but who had the robe.

After a while, however, this question becomes 
acutely disconcerting. Few people, even in 
churches that make vociferous claims to be 
the sole heir and guardian of the faith, truly 
believe that they alone have ‘put on Christ’. 
Al though this uncomfortable tension 
sometimes leads churches to unite, when the 
difficulties of union are too complex, or the 
participants too weary, it may lead to another 

c o n c l u s i o n , 
namely tha t 
the robe was 
always meant 
to be torn to 
pieces. Thus in 
e v e r y 
denomination 
we have a relic 
o f C h r i s t ’ s 
p a s s i o n —
d i v i d e d , 
disunited, and 
disconnected, 
yet by some 
c l e v e r 
t h e o l o g i c a l 
t r i c k s t i l l 
showing the 

‘coherent concord’ of those who love the Lord 
Jesus. In other words, our doctrine of the 
church must conform to the church, rather 
than the reverse. So today, we have multiple 
Presbyterian churches in Scotland, and various 
newly independent congregations, all 
claiming solid adherence to our confession of 
faith, but ‘this variety is all good—our unity is 
spiritual. After seventeen or eighteen 
centuries, the robe has not been torn to 
pieces, it has only become invisible.’

But the theological trick fails. Invisible unity is 
not spiritual unity. Spiritual unity manifests 
itself. It cannot do otherwise because it is no 
more than the fulfilment of Christ’s new 
commandmen t , ‘ t ha t you l ove one 
another’ (John 13:34). Divisions are not some 

glorious divine patchwork that manifests an 
unseen spiritual unity, but the public display 
of a failure to love. The presenting cause may 
be church discipline set aside, or abused; 
worship and doctrine unduly restricted, or 
unloosed from Scripture; but the underlying 
failure is in love. In a church where we love 
one another, discipline will neither fall short 
of Scripture nor go beyond Scripture. No one 
will be obligated to worship in a way that 
Scripture does not require, nor denied the 
opportunity to worship and participate in the 
sacraments as Scripture requires. That is 
spiritual unity. And no one who loves Christ 
would want to deny such love to another 
saint, or to place themselves beyond the full 
extent of such love. Yet love withheld, or love 
spurned, is the inescapable consequence of 
our divisions.

Our Presbyterian churches have long resisted 
changes to The Westminster Confession of 
Faith, but if we set aside the concept of one 
church bound together in this way, we should 
change our confession, particularly the 
chapter that sums up what spiritual unity 
looks like: ‘Saints by profession are bound to 
maintain an holy fellowship and communion 
in the worship of God, and in performing such 
other spiritual services as tend to their mutual 
edification; as also in relieving each other in 
outward things, according to their several 
abilities and necessities. Which communion, 
as God offereth opportunity, is to be extended 
unto all those who, in every place, call upon 
the name of the Lord Jesus’ (26:2). If there is a 
confessional church in Scotland that has 
found a convincing way of reconciling that 
statement with their stance or practice, I do 
not know its name, but a few minor changes 
to the italicised words would make matters 
easier. First, ‘are bound to’ becomes ‘may 
wish to’. Second, ‘their mutual edification’ 
becomes ‘their own edification’. Third, ‘as 
God offereth opportunity’ becomes ‘when 
they choose’. Fourth ‘all those’ becomes 
‘some of those’. That would provide a 
statement to which all our churches could 
honestly subscribe.

“Divisions are 
not some 
glorious divine 
patchwork that 
manifests an 
unseen spiritual 
unity, but the 
public display of 
a failure to love.”
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If, on the other hand, we wish to maintain our 
confession, let us put it into practice. If we are 
spiritually united with the Lord’s people, let us 
look for that to be manifested in one church.

‘But,’ someone will say, ‘that’s wildly 
unrealistic. The church in Scotland is such a 
mess.’ Indeed it is. Not long ago I heard a 
parish minister preaching: ‘Jesus,’ he said, 
‘may have had regrets at the end of his life, but 
even if he had regrets, at least he could say 
he’d done his best. And when you come to the 
end of your life, so long as you can say, “I did 
my best,” it’ll be fine.’ What can we have to 
do with ministers like that? They think no 
more of Jesus Christ than does 
their local imam. The apostle 
John would have called them 
antichrists. In Cyprian’s day they 
would have done well to hold 
onto their lives, far less a manse 
and a pension.

And then there are several 
Presbyterian churches—new and 
old. You wish they would not 
start churches in places where 
there a re a l ready fa i th fu l 
churches. You wish they would 
embargo all their press releases 
until the second coming when every man’s 
work will be shown for what it is. You wish 
some were not so censorious and belligerent.

Fair enough. So, we have no realistic prospect 
of sorting out this mess. But by the same 
standard we have no prospect of obeying any 
divine commandment. Do we therefore 
despair? No; we seek to repent and to obey 
the commandments of God, by the Spirit. And 
‘the Spirit of unity,’ as the Scots Confession 
calls him, is not half-hearted in his 
convictions.

Forget, for a moment, about ministers upon 
whose scruples or interests denominational 
structures may be built or maintained. Think of 
the saints scattered throughout the churches—
a praying woman gasping under the ‘ministry’ 

of some waterless spring in the only church for 
miles around, a godly man confined in the 
shackles of extra-biblical prescriptions, and 
ten thousand more besides who love our Lord 
Jesus. And do you not love them? Do you not 
want Christ to do them good through you? 
What unknown spiritual losses have you borne 
because you could not sit at the table with 
them? And what separates you from them? 
Probably nothing. 

Now think about the ministers, and perhaps 
other office bearers. They are the greatest 
barrier to the repair of broken communion. 
Not that they are solely to blame, but those in 

leadership have managed our 
divisions and must also 
resolve them. If the saints are 
to maintain fellowship and 
communion as they are 
required, Scotland’s ministers 
must be transformed. Many 
of them need ‘repentance 
unto life.’ Some need to find 
more suitable employment. 
Others need wisdom and 
resolve to act without regard 
for their own interests. All of 
them should be in our 
prayers and know that true 

saints want to be together.

And what benefits may flow from new 
obedience to Christ’s new commandment! All 
men will know that we are his disciples. Saints 
will find new strength as they minister to one 
another. New ministries may begin in areas 
long-neglected. True believers will find their 
faith growing to full assurance as ‘perfect love 
casts out fear’—unhindered in their love for 
God’s people, no more at odds with his 
assessment of others, they find they have 
confidence for the day of judgment.

To all this we could add caveats and analysis, 
but that would undermine the statement with 
which we began: ‘If any one consider and 
examine these things, there is no need for 
lengthened discussion and arguments.’

“Those in 
leadership 

have managed 
our divisions 
and must also 
resolve them.”
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For Your Tomorrow
Jan van Woerden is an elder and a former missionary of the Church. He lives in 

Inverness. Catherine MacKenzie interviewed him and produced this account of Jan’s 
early memories of the end of the Second World War.

Standing at the edge of the heaving crowd 
the young lad felt bewildered, excited and 
nervous. It was as if a collective switch had 
been turned on and the whole of his town 
had gone mad. Soldiers in strange foreign 
uniforms danced with local young women 
in the middle of the street. Strangers five 
minutes earlier now they 
embraced in public. ‘So 
this is liberation,’ thought 
young Jan. He shivered. It 
wasn’t quite what he had 
expected.
 
That beautiful fresh May 
morning in 1945 was 
e s s e n t i a l l y a n e w 
beginning – a day that 
brought a nightmare to an 
e n d . Th e b l o o d i e s t 
conflict of the twentieth 
century, The Second 
World War, was over.
 
Despite all the excitement of the moment 
Jan found himself recalling the past.
 
The years of barren food stores and empty 
larders where his mother had rejoiced at 
being able to feed her family rancid flour 

laced with mice urine and rat droppings. 
That’s how they had kept starvation at bay.
 
Had it only been a year since his friend had 
been shot by the Nazis for being a Partisan?
 
They hadn’t heard anything of the man the 

Gestapo had arrested for 
hiding a contraband radio. 
Nobody liked to remember 
that he had been betrayed 
by his own son, a member 
of the Hitler youth.
 
The smell of fresh bread 
from the bakery across the 
road brought one memory 
flooding back to Jan. There 
had been a loud knock on 
their back door. His father 
had answered it, anxious. A 
hooded figure stood there 

in the dark. Then suddenly a freshly baked 
white loaf had been shoved into Mr. Van 
Woerden’s hands. It was the first time in 
months that anyone in their family had 
seen, far less, eaten fresh bread. Jan licked 
his lips at the sweet memory.

Jan’s father and mother had done everything 
they could to keep their family together 

“When the Nazis 
came round to force 

the young Dutch 
men into the labour 

camps the van 
Woerden boys had 
somewhere safe to 

hide.”
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during the war. They would barter what little 
they had to get scraps of food that were 
beginning to rot and mould; anything to 
feed their family.
 
In the dead of night Jan’s father was out in 
their back yard digging in the sand to make 
a hiding place for his teenaged sons. When 
the Nazis came round to force the young 
Dutch men into the labour camps the van 
Woerden boys had somewhere safe to hide.

Every night Jan’s father would read the Bible 
with them, urging his sons to trust in the 
Lord whatever happened. It was a time of 
danger, but the Lord was an ever present 
help in times of trouble. Mr. van Woerden 
knew that and he longed for his children to 
know that too. He wanted his young son to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Jan however did not, even though God had 
delivered him from great 
danger in miraculous ways.

A Ge rman so ld i e r had 
whispered through the hedge 
warning him to run and hide. 
Minutes later soldiers had 
ransacked the village looking 
for young men to take to the 
camps. Jan had hidden just in time.
 
He had been accused of being a Partisan, 
one of the Dutch resistance, but the 
German soldier who accused him had 
second thoughts when he realised how 
young Jan was. Others had not been so 
fortunate …or so protected, as Jan’s parents 
believed.

Then there had been that terrible evening 
when the Dutch resistance had come to 
call. They fought alongside the allied forces 
against the Nazi invasion, passing on 
intelligence, destroying railroads and 
bridges. However, even though they were 
Dutch and fighting on the same side, the 

resistance treated their own people with a 
harshness and savagery akin to the Nazi 
occupying forces. Several men forced their 
way into the van Woerden living room one 
evening and held a gun to young Jan’s 
head. ‘Tell us where your family keep your 
food!’ Jan shivered as he recalled the 
feeling of the metal chamber against his 
skin and he almost wept when he 
remembered taking the men to the food 
store at the bottom of the garden. It had 
been months since that had taken place 
and he still felt ashamed. ‘Perhaps I always 
will,’ he considered.

In the middle of all the festivities and his 
haunting memories Jan stopped to take a 
second look at a group of young men 
across the road. They were gathered 
together reading something. ‘One or two of 
them might even be singing,’ Jan realised. 
Their uniforms marked them out as being 

Canadian. But they were 
behaving very differently to 
every other allied soldier in 
the town. None of them were 
drinking alcohol. They weren’t 
grabbing hold of any woman 
they could find. ‘Who are 
they? What are they doing?’ 
Jan wondered.

 
His curiosity got the better of him and even 
though Jan had very little English he 
c ro s sed the road to s t r i ke up a 
conversation.
 Hello. What are you doing?’ Jan stumbled 
over the strange words.
 
The Canadian soldier smiled and showed 
him a copy of a song they were singing. It 
was in fact a hymn. Jan had never heard 
such a hymn before. It was about Jesus and 
the chorus went, ‘Follow me, Follow me, 
Follow me.’
 
J an knew tha t t he se young men 
worshipping Jesus Christ in the middle of 

“Follow me, 
Follow me, 
Follow me.”
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Thursday 2nd April was a special night for the 
Stornoway APC congregation. The congregation 
decided to use their congregational meal as an 
occasion to express their gratitude for the ministry over 
the last five months of Rev Michael J Butterfield. The 
Biblical teaching received was much appreciated and 
the congregation was greatly encouraged by his 
sermons. The photograph shows his wife Barbara, third 
daughter Megan, and his two sons Michael and 
Cameron.

It so happened that very evening, in Providence, was 
the 80th Birthday of one of the congregation's longest 
serving members, Mrs Murdina Murray — so two cakes 
were provided for the occasion. The photograph shows 
Murdina along with her daughter Noreen.

Stornoway Celebrations

his mad, chaotic town had something he did not have. Many people had sacrificed their lives 
during the Second World War. In the years to come their lives would be remembered at 
cenotaphs and during memorial days. ‘For your tomorrow they gave their today.’ The conflict 
had seen the deaths of millions. But Jan was about to discover the meaning of one death, and 
one sacrifice - the saving sacrifice of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
In the midst of the great day of liberation God began a work of liberation in the heart of a 
young seventeen year old Dutch boy. Jan had been kept for a reason during the terrible days of 
the Second World War.  The real adventure was just about to begin.



APC Pulpit
APC Pulpit is a regular feature where we share 

sermons from our own ministers as well as from friends of the 
denomination.

Rev Donald Macaskill was born in 
Glasgow but moved to Inverness at the 

age of 9 and lived there for 35 years. He 
served an apprenticeship as a printing 

compositor with the Inverness Courier. In 
1964 he went into the printing business 

with his twin brother George until 1981. 
During this time he began training for the 

ministry and studied with the Open 
University, graduating BA in 1981. In 
December 1985 he was ordained and 

inducted to the newly formed outreach 
congregation in Dundee, where he 

continues to minister. He is married to 
Margot and they are blessed with two 

children and 5 grandchildren.
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But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His 
own possession, that you might proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light [1 Peter 
2:9]

THE CONTEXT
The context of this passage is a reference to 
Isaiah’s prophecy where he is talking about 
the central figure in all of life - the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Isaiah depicts Christ as either a 
blessing or a curse to humanity! Christ is 
either the capstone of people’s lives (the 
‘holding-together’ piece), or He is a 
stumbling block which makes people fall.

Isaiah and Peter are using the illustration of 
builders building a house. In their day 
builders had to choose stones from among a 
pile of untrimmed rough boulders, unlike 
today’s builders where each brick is pre-cut 
and trimmed to a certain size and are all the 
same shape and size. In Peter’s day builders 
had to select the one suitable for the 
particular place it would occupy in the 
building. Peter is illustrating how Jesus Christ 
is like a capstone which exactly fits into its 
place and also binds and holds all the stones 
together. Take away the capstone and the 
building will fall.

Isaiah was showing that among all the stones 
in the pile, there was one particular precious 
stone which was perfect - but it was rejected 
and refused by the builders. He was referring 
of course to Jesus Christ who was God’s 
chosen stone but rejected by His people. He 
came to His own, and His own received Him 
not [John 1:11]. When in [v8] Peter says that 
Christ is a Rock of offence over which people 
stumble, he is not inferring that Christ makes 

or compels people to fall, (like a footballer 
tripping up an opponent). Rather he means 
that people see Jesus Christ as an obstacle 
which they cannot climb over. Ie, Jesus in 
no way inhibits or discourages anyone 
believing or disobeying Him, but rather He 
encourages everyone to come and believe 
in Him.

People stumble over Christ because they 
disobey the Word of Christ. The word for 
disobey is apeitheo which can be equally 
translated ‘disobey’ or ‘disbelieve’. Both are 
true of the word. When we disbelieve in 
Christ we disobey Him. When we disobey 
Christ we disbelieve in Him. 

So, the context of Peter’s statement is that 
God has a chosen people, and the first-born 
is Jesus Christ, who is perfect, a capstone 
which holds all His people together.

THE CHOSEN PEOPLE’S CHARACTERISTICS
Peter tells his readers that they are a chosen 
race. We hear a lot today about racism! 
Much of it is about colour, class, country 
and creed. It is a sensitive subject with 
severe punishments if found guilty of even 
miscalling someone.  The word for race is 
genos which means family and kind, and 
has nothing to do with colour, class or 
country, although it does of creed. Genos is 
the word from which we get genes, and 
refers more to what we today would call 
DNA.

DNA is a fundamental, distinctive, 
characteristic, quality in each person. 
Everyone has a specific DNA peculiar to 
themselves. No one has the same DNA of 
anyone else. But running through a family 
there are many genes of a similar kind. 

What Are We Chosen For?
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There is also a blood kinship and 
relationship in families. The ‘blood’ 
relationship among Christians is the blood of 
Jesus Christ, and it is blood which cleanses 
us of all sin [1 John 1:7]. The ‘blood of Jesus 
Christ’ is a spiritual term meaning all our sins 
are forgiven. This race to which the chosen 
of God belong, are the family of God, 
members of the household of God and are 
all united together by faith. The common 
denominator among them all is their 
personal faith in Jesus Christ as the Saviour 
of the world, for in Christ Jesus you are all 
sons of God, through faith [Gal 3:26].

The second characteristic of the 
chosen people of God is that 
they are a royal priesthood. In 
every culture, royalty and 
priesthood are at the top of the 
human ladder. Royalty and 
priesthood have always had the 
highest rank and status in the 
eschalons of human respect. 
Royalty and priesthood have a 
special dignity. While the 
world may not appreciate or 
recognise the qualities which 
Christians possess, God Himself sees all His 
chosen people as kings and priests! They are 
special to Him. Whatever they may feel 
about themselves, God sees them, and holds 
them, as special in His eyes. Christians have 
direct access to all the treasures of the 
kingdom through the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
heir of all things. The Jews did not have this 
access into the ‘holies of holies’. Only the 
high-priest, and only once per year at that, 
had access into the inner chamber.

A third characteristic of God’s people is that 
they are a holy nation, not simply individuals 
scattered abroad, but a group of believers 
united together. A brick is dormant lying on 
its own, but if it is incorporated with other 
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bricks, it can form a building. The Church of 
God is made up of Christians who are united 
together. Individualistic Christianity is an 
absurdity. Christianity is a fellowship and a 
community. Christians are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the 
Spirit [Eph 2:20]. They must not neglect to 
meet together [Heb 10:25]. It is only by 
being together that they can grow. It is when 
the Church is knit together that it  will grow 
with growth that is from God [Col 2:19]. To 
quote from one writer, the Church is ‘put 
together, joined together, built together, 
members together, heirs together, fitted 

together, held together, and will 
be caught up together. We have 
been created to be together!

There is no other ‘Club’ which 
stipulates the condition of 
membership to include that we 
must love each other, pray for 
each other, encourage each 
other, admonish each other, 
welcome each other, serve each 
other, teach each other, accept 
each other, honour each other, 
carry each other’s burdens, 

forgive each other, submit to each other, be 
devoted to each other - and spend eternity 
together! No Sport’s Club or Fitness Club has 
such conditions of membership! Maturity is 
seen in relationships - not in individual 
prowess. Being able to relate, interact and 
understand other people peaceably, is a 
better sign of spiritual maturity than being 
able to grow in personnel skills.

A fourth characteristic of God’s chosen 
people is that they are possessed by God and 
belong to Him - a people for His own 
possession. We Christians belong to God. We 
are His. One of the most common reasons for 
peoples’ depression today is that they have 
no sense of ‘belonging’, they feel isolated. 
And so they are if they do not belong to 

“We have 
been 

created to 
be 

together!”
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Christ. Many people today feel an emptiness 
- and that they are of no purpose or value. 
That is due to the modern ‘Enlightenment’ 
teaching that we are not created by God for 
a purpose. We have no identity and no 
destiny to which we are heading. Even the 
rich, successful and famous can lack this 
sense of purpose. But Christians do have an 
identity as a people belonging God created 
in His image, destined to live for ever with 
Him in glory. We have a future that excels 
expectations. Christians have assurance that 
they belong because the Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our sprit that we are children of 
God and if children, then heirs, heirs of God 
[Rom 8:17]. Wonderful. Yes, as Paul wrote 
to the Romans we are one body in Christ, 
and individual members one of another 
[Rom 12:5]. 

Satan loves detached Christians who are 
severed from the Body and isolated from 
God’s family. Such people are more 
vulnerable to his attacks. Having no 
accountability to spiritual leaders they 
become careless in life and duty. When 
Christians lack the blessing of fellowship, 
they are the weaker for it and therefore more 
defenceless and powerless against Satan’s 
arrows. Christians need the Church much 
more than they realise. There is a blessing, 
noticeable or not, given every time the 
Church meets together.

CHOSEN FOR WHAT?
We are chosen for a reason. That reason is 
to praise God! Look: …to proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light. Christians 
are destined to praise God throughout all 
eternity. In heaven, we will do it willingly 
and spontaneously and joyfully. We cannot 
possible praise God without actually being 
filled with joy, hope, blessing. We may at 
the present moment not be able to 

experience or anticipate that fullness and 
excitement and sensation which we will 
have in heaven, but we will when our 
resurrected purified bodies and our souls are 
united together for ever. In heaven we will 
see all the excellencies of God and the work 
of Jesus Christ and it will so fill us with 
wonder that our constant refrain will be 
praise and thanksgiving. 

Here and now on earth, our lives ought to be 
characterised by gratitude and thankfulness 
to God for all His goodness to us. If we are 
not aware of how much we owe to God’s 
grace, then we must examine our hearts. 
Peter reminds us that the genuineness of our 
faith will be tested, and it must be found to 
result in praise and glory and honour at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ  [1 Pet 1:7]. 

Christians are to tell of all the wonderful 
works of the Lord. We are to publish abroad 
His mighty works. Moses reminded the 
Israelites how he had to praise God and said 
‘O Lord GOD, You have only begun to show 
Your servant your greatness and Your mighty 
hand. For what god is there in heaven or on 
earth who can do such works and mighty 
acts as Yours? Then Moses sang a song:  I 
will proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe 
greatness to our God! ‘The Rock, His work is 
perfect, for all His ways are justice. A God of 
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and 
upright is He’ [Deu 3 and 32]. We must join 
the Psalmist: proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, 
and telling all your wondrous deeds [Psa 
26:7].

We must try to verbalise our faith, and our lives 
must be a testimony to the world of our belief in 
God’s goodness and greatness. We read of the 
Old Testament heroes in Hebrews chapter 11, 
who lived and died in faith having achieved 
many wonderful things for the Lord. Each one of 
them declared plainly by their lives and words 
that they believed in God and trusted in Him. 



The Coptic Church by S Fraser Tallach

Last week on the world service, there was 
an item that normally would hardly have 
sparked a scintilla of interest in me. It was 
about an ancient Coptic Church in Cairo. It 
has been crumbling, and now the state has 
promised to renovate it to the tune of 
$6,500,000.

The church was originally built in the 
fourth century over the top of a Roman 
fortress. What made the difference was that 
I had been in Egypt recently, and had 
attended a Coptic service. I had seen some 
of the inscriptions which Copts of the 
Roman Era had left of sepulchres of the 
Pharaohs. It was easy to imagine the sense 
of just retribution with which the Copts 
smothered the Roman garrison – rather like 
placing one’s foot on the neck of a subdued 
enemy.

They had suffered cruelly under the 
Romans. They had been forced to flee to 
the dens and caves of Lower Egypt, some of 
them leaving their laments on the walls of 
the sepulchres of the Pharaohs. They must 
have suffered many a pang, mingled of the 
taunts of their enemies that the ancient 
gods were now wreaking vengeance. The 
Copts survived, and they still survive.

The story of St. George and the dragon is 

close to their hearts, explained a Copt 
who showed me around a papyrus 
museum. He didn’t say how the dragon 
was to be ident ified. Was i t an 
embodiment of the ancient gods, or the 
persecuting Romans, or the Moslems who 
were not in existence at the time of the 
Romans but who have kept up pressure 
on the Copts right to the present time?

The Coptic Church may justifiably claim 
to go back to the earliest times. Eusebius 
of Caesarea, in his celebrated “Church 

History” of the 4th century AD, says St. 
Mark made Alexandria the site of his 
ministry. Alexandria was also the site of 
the first Christ ian Universi ty, the 
Didascalion or Catechetical School 
founded in 200AD. St. Anthony was one 
of the early Egyptian Christians. The 
account of his life in the Egyptian desert 
had a decisive effect on St. Augustine 
directly prior to his conversion. In the 5th 
century they separated from the Eastern 
Church, and remained equally distant 
from the Western Church. For instance, 
they opposed the Crusades.

My visit to a Coptic Church at Luxor took 
place at 9am on Sabbath morning. There 
had already been a service at 7:30. The 
congregation was spilling out the front 
door. I edged my way into the front porch. 

From The 

Archives
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The service seemed to consist in a liturgy 
that was being intoned by one leader at the 
front; and this man, surrounded as he was 
by a bevy of ecclesiastics clad in billowing 
vestments, was hid from view. Around the 
wall were paintings – icons – on which 
were depicted scenes from the life of 
Christ. 

The service was highly formal. The Coptic 
Church covers a wide spectrum of belief, 
and it seems that the service I was 
attending tended towards the ritualistic 
wing. At certain points the congregation 
stood, at others they sat. There was an air of 
reverence, and at times individuals would 
join with the officiating cleric in recitation 
of the liturgy.

Young boys moved around clad in 
vestments. These may well have been 
deacons, who can be ordained as young as 
twelve. Priests must be thirty years old. 
Before the service ended, the sacrament 
was received, the men going forward at the 
left and the women on the right. 

I was interested to read since returning 
home that Alexander Duff, the Gaelic-
speaking Free Church missionary to the 

Indians, visited Egypt just prior to the 
Disruption; and referring to the Coptic 
Church says, “Roused by reflections of 
faded glory, we felt moved with a burning 
desire to know how life could be 
rebreathed into the shrivelled skeleton of 
so fruitful and so noble a mother of 
churches.”

…What fruit did such efforts have? It 
would need some research to discover the 
detailed links with the present, but it is 
refreshing to read in an early edition of 
‘Operation World’ the following statement: 
“The Coptic Church is largely nominal, but 
an extraordinary revival within it since 
1930 has gained momentum, and the 
present leadership is highly educated, 
articulate and Bible based. The present 
Patriarch gives weekly Bible studies to 
7,000 people. These 5,000,000 Coptic 
Christians, if revived could have a decisive 
impact on the Middle East.”

May the revival continue to gather force, 
for, other things being equal, such native, 
Arabic speaking Christians would have 
much greater impact on their neighbours 
than Western foreigners could ever have.

- From APC News October 1997

Coptic Christians martyred by ISIS in February 2015
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The following report was written by Matthew 
MacFarlane and appeared last year in the APC News:

As always, the 2014 APC Camp was one of my favourite 
weeks of the year. The fun, family, friendly atmosphere 
found at camp is hard to come by in school or nearly 
anywhere else, and the bad language, hostility to 
Christianity and bad attitudes so often prevalent in school 
are nonexistent at camp; instead there is only fun, love and 
friendship. 

The main activities that fill up the days are great and 
include swimming, ice-skating, laser-tag, go-karting and 
water sports. Everyone loves these, but we also thoroughly 
enjoyed our group games, such as hockey, frisbee golf, etc., 
and our lunches in the park. Each day was packed full of fun 
activities; from the time we woke up to the time we were 
chased into bed, no one ever complained of boredom. 

On the whole everybody got a good night’s sleep each 
night, perhaps barring the last night, which is the best night 
of camp, so no one was too tired to join in the day’s fun. As 
the camp is a Christian one, the entire focus of the week 
was on Christ. The day was started by prayer at the 

APC Summer Camp 2015

Dates: 1st - 7th August 2015
Cost: £130

Venue: Kingsview Christian Centre, Inverness



breakfast table; after clean-up duties was the morning talk and in the 
evenings we once again gathered for group Bible studies. Isaiah 
43:1,6,7,10,11; Matthew 10:22; Ephesians 6:7; and Romans 14:8 were 
memorised by all. The focus of our Bible studies was on the our 
purpose as Christians: we are called to glorify and enjoy God, to 
witness for Him, to serve Him with our lives, talents and abilities, to 
suffer for the sake of Christ, and to be prepared to die for His name 
should it come to that. 

Each of these studies was encouraging but I found the last two in 
particular, on suffering and dying for the Name of Jesus, to be 
especially challenging. It was made very clear that if we accept Christ 
into our lives then the walk will not be easy; there will always be 
persecution in various forms. Friends might leave us, people will mock 
us and we will not fit in with the rest of the world. But we could see 
that our reward in heaven far exceeds any earthly suffering that we 
might experience. As Paul puts it: “Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ… that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.” (Philippians 3:8, 10). 

As a Christian who comes from a Christian home, I have experienced a 
taste of these persecutions from the time I was a little boy; these Bible 
studies were very encouraging as I could clearly see that, yes, we will 
have to suffer for our Lord, but nothing compares to the eternal weight 
of glory. 

Not all of the boys in my study group are converted, but each could see 
that although bearing the Name of the risen Redeemer has its 
consequences in this short life, the everlasting value is incomparable to 
anything the world has to offer. All the campers were challenged and 
inspired as we saw more deeply what it means to follow Christ. We 
were also delighted when a Spanish girl on camp was converted. She is 
excited to be taking the gospel back to her family in Spain. 



Photos From APC Camp 2014



APC Camp Application Form

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________

Tel. No. ___________________  Email: ____________________________

Age: _________ Birthday: _____________________________

Any known allergy or medical condition etc? Yes/No
If so please specify: __________________________________________________

Special Dietary Requirements? Yes/No
If so please specify: __________________________________________________

 Any prohibited sport/activity? Yes/No
If so please specify: __________________________________________________

Parental Consent:
In signing this form I give my consent for my child to attend the APC summer youth 
camp. I give permission for camp leaders to call a doctor or seek further medical help in 
the unlikely event that this should be necessary. I confirm that any relevant medical 
condition has been disclosed so that leaders may run the camp accordingly.

Is there any other information which you would like us to know about your 
child? Yes/No
If so, please specify: __________________________________________________

Name of child’s GP Practice: __________________________________________

Name of GP: ________________________  GP Tel. No.: ___________________

Emergency Contact Telephone:

1. _____________________________2. __________________________________

Signed _______________________  Print Name _________________________

Relationship to Child ______________________ Date ___________________

Completed booking forms together with the fee of £130 should be returned to:
‘APC Camps’, Yireh, 11 Braes of Conon, Conon Bridge, Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8AX



Puritan
Pages

Many bookshelves in Scottish homes have an old copy of ‘An An Alarm to the Unconverted’ by 
Joseph Alleine sitting upon them. Now reprinted by the Banner of Truth as ‘A Sure Guide to 
Heaven’ it is a great Puritan work for all to read. It is filled with Gospel passion. Here’s an extract:

Men and brethren, heaven and earth call upon you; yea, hell itself preaches the doctrine of 
repentance unto you. The ministers of the churches labour for you. The angels of heaven wait for 
you, for your repenting and turning unto God. O sinner, why should devils laugh at your 
destruction, and deride your misery, and sport themselves with your folly? This will be your case, 
except you turn. And were it not better you should be a joy to angels than a laughing-stock and 
sport for devils. 

Verily, if you would but come in, the heavenly hosts would take up their anthems and sing, 
‘Glory to God in the highest’; the morning stars would sing together, and all the sons of God 
shout for joy, and celebrate this new creation as they did the first. Your repentance would, as it 
were, make a holiday in heaven, and the glorious spirits would rejoice, in that there is a new 
brother added to their society, another heir born to the Lord, and a lost son received safe and 
sound. The true penitent's tears are indeed the wine that maketh glad both God and man. If it be 
little that men and angels would rejoice at your conversion, know also that God Himself would 
rejoice over you, even with singing (Lk 15:9; Is 62:5). Never did Jacob with such joy weep over 
the neck of his Joseph, as your heavenly Father would rejoice over you upon your coming to Him. 

Look over the story of the Prodigal Son. I think I see how the aged father lays aside his state and 
forgets his years; behold, how he runs. O the haste that mercy makes: the sinner makes not half 
that speed. I think I see how his heart moves, how his compassions yearn. How quick-sighted is 
love! Mercy spies him a great way off; forgets his riotous course, unnatural rebellion, horrid 
unthankfulness - not a word of these - and receives him with open arms, clasps him about his 
neck, kisses him; calls for the fatted calf, the best robe, the ring, the shoes, the best cheer in 
heaven's store, the best attire in heaven's wardrobe. Yea, the joy cannot be held in his own 
breast. Others must be called to participate. The friends sympathise; but none know the joy the 
father has in his new-born son, whom he has received from the dead. 

I think I hear the music at a distance. O the melody of the heavenly choristers! I cannot learn the 
song (Rev 14:3) but I think I overhear the theme at which all the harmonious choir with one 
consent strike sweetly in: ‘For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ I need not explain the parable further. God is the father: Christ is the provision, His 
righteousness the robe, His grace the ornaments, ministers, saints and angels, the friends and 
servants, and you that read, if you will but unfeignedly repent and turn, the welcome prodigal, 
the happy instance of this grace, the blessed subject of this joy and love. 

18



19

O rock! O adamant! What, not moved yet? 
Not yet resolved to turn forthwith and to close 
with mercy? I will try yet once again. 

If one were sent to you from the dead, would 
you be persuaded? Why, hear the voice from 
the dead, from the damned, crying to you that 
you should repent: ‘I pray thee that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house; for I 
have five brethren; that he may testify to them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment; 
if one went to them from the dead, they will 
repent’ (Lk 16:27-28). 

Hear, O man; your predecessors in 
impenitence preach to you from the infernal 
flames, that you should repent. O look down 
into the bottomless pit. Do you see how the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever and 
ever? What do you think of those chains of 
darkness? Can you be content to burn? Do you 
see how the worm gnaws, how 
the fire rages? What do you say 
to that gulf of perdition? Will 
you take up your habitation 
there? O lay your ear to the 
door of hell. Do you hear the 
curses and blasphemies, the 
weepings and wailings, how 
they lament their follies and 
curse their day? How do they 
roar and gnash their teeth! How 
d e e p t h e i r g r o a n s ! H ow 
inconceivable their miseries! 

If the shrieks of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
were so terrible when the earth clave asunder 
and opened its mouth and swallowed them 
up, and all that appertained to them, that all 
Israel fled at the cry of them (Num 16:33-34), 
O how fearful would the cry be if God should 
take off the covering from the mouth of hell, 
and let the cry of the damned ascend in all its 
terror among the children of men! And of their 
moans and miseries this is the piercing, killing 
emphasis and burden, ‘For ever! for ever!’ As 
God liveth that made your soul, you are but a 
few hours distant from all this, except you be 
converted. 

O! I am even lost and swallowed up in the 
abundance of those arguments that I might 
suggest, if there be any point of wisdom in all 
the world, it is to repent and come in. If there 

be anything righteous, anything reasonable, 
this is it. If there be anything that may be 
called madness and folly, and anything that 
may be counted sottish, absurd, brutish, and 
unreasonable, it is this, to go on in your 
unconverted state.

Let me beg of you, as you would not willingly 
destroy yourself, sit down and weigh, besides 
what has been said, these following motives, 
and let conscience say if it be not most 
reasonable that you should repent and turn.

1: The God that made you most graciously invites you.
His most sweet and merciful nature invites 
you. O the kindness of God, His boundless 
compassion, His tender mercies! As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are His 
ways above our ways, and His thoughts above 
our thoughts. ‘He is full of compassion, and 
gracious, long-suffering, and plenteous in 

mercy’ (Ps 86:15). This is a great 
argument to persuade sinners to 
come. ‘Turn unto the Lord; for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil.’ If God 
would not repent of the evil, it 
would be some discouragement to 
our repenting. If there were no 
hope of mercy, it would be no 
wonder that rebels should stand 
out; but never had subjects such a 
gracious prince, such pity, patience, 

and clemency to deal with, as you have.

2: The doors of heaven are thrown open to you.
The everlasting gates are set wide open for 
you, and an abundant entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven is administered to you. 
Christ now addresses you, and calls upon you 
to arise and take possession of this good land. 
View the glory of the other world, as set forth 
in the map of the gospel… Behold the Paradise 
of God, watered with the streams of glory… 
Behold the city of pure transparent gold, 
whose foundations are garnished with all 
manner of precious stones, whose gates are 
pearls, whose light is glory, whose temple is 
God. 

O ye sons of folly, will you embrace the 
dunghill and refuse the kingdom? Behold, the 
Lord takes you up into the mountain, shows 

“…will you 
embrace the 
dunghill and 

refuse the 
kingdom?”
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you the kingdom of heaven and all the glory 
thereof, and tells you, ‘All this will I give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me; if you will 
submit to mercy, accept my Son, and serve me 
in righteousness and holiness.’ ‘O fools and 
slow of heart to believe!’ Will you seek and 
serve the world, and neglect eternal glory? 
What! not enter into paradise when the 
flaming sword, which was once set to keep 
you out, is now used to drive you in? 

3: God will give you unspeakable privileges in this life.
Though the fullness of your blessedness shall 
be reserved till hereafter, yet God will give you 
no little things in hand. He will redeem you 
from your thraldom. He will pluck you from 
the paw of the lion. The serpent shall bruise 
your heel, but you shall bruise his head. He 
shall deliver you from this present evil world. 
Prosperity shall not destroy you; adversity shall 
not separate Him and you. 

He will bestow Himself 
upon you; He will be a 
Friend and a Father unto 
you. He will be a Sun and a 
Shield to you. In a word, He 
will be a God to you. And 
what more can be said? 
What may you expect that a 
God should do for you, and 
be to you? That He will be, 
that He will do. He will give 
you grace and glory, and withhold no good 
thing from you. He will take you for His sons 
and daughters, and make you heirs of His 
promises, and establish His everlasting 
covenant with you. 

4: The terms of mercy are brought as low as possible to you. 
God has stooped as low to sinners as with 
honour He can. He declares Himself to have 
received a ransom, and that He expects 
nothing but that you should accept His Son, 
and He shall be righteousness and redemption 
to you. 

If you come in His Christ, and set your heart to 
please Him, making this your chief concern, 
He will graciously accept you. O consider the 
condescension of your God! Let me say to you, 
as Naaman's servant to him, ‘My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it? How much 

rather when he saith to thee, Wash and be 
clean!’ If God demanded some terrible, some 
severe and rigorous thing of you, to escape 
eternal damnation, would you not have done 
it? O sinner, return and live; why should you 
die when life is to be had for the taking, when 
mercy entreats you to be saved? Could you 
say, ‘Lord, I knew thee, that thou wast a hard 
man’, even then you would have no excuse; 
but when the God of Heaven has stooped so 
low, and condescended so far, if still you 
stand off, who shall plead for you?

5: God offers all needed grace to enable you. 
Christ offers to help you out; He reaches out 
His hand to you; and if you perish, it is for 
refusing His help. 'Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock; if any man open to me, I will 
come in.' (Rev 3:20). What though you are 
poor, and wretched, and blind, and naked? 

Christ offers a cure for 
your blindness, a covering 
for your nakedness, riches 
for your poverty. 

D o y o u s a y , ‘ T h e 
condition is impossible; 
for Ihave nothing with 
which to buy?’ You must 
know that this buying is 
‘w i thou t money and 
w i thou t p r i ce . ’ Th i s 

buying is by begging and seeking with your 
whole heart. God commands you to know 
Him, and to fear Him. Do you say, ‘Yes, but 
my mind is blinded, and my heart is hardened 
from His fear?’ I answer that God offers to 
enlighten your mind, and to teach you His 
fear. So that now, if men live in ignorance and 
estrangement from the Lord, it is because they 
will not understand, and do not desire the 
knowledge of His ways. 

You say you are unable, as much as the leopard 
to wash out his spots. Yes, but the Lord offers to 
cleanse you; so that if you are filthy still, it is 
through your own willfulness: ‘I have purged 
thee, and thou wast not purged’ (Ezek 24:13). 
‘O Jerusalem, wilt thou not be made clean: 
when shall it once be?’ (Jer 13:27). God invites 
you to be made clean, and entreats you to 
yield to Him. O accept His offers, and let Him 
do for you, and in you, what you cannot do for 
yourselves.

“If you come in 
his Christ… He 
will graciously 
accept you.”



Come Here, I’ll Tell… is our Testimony feature (Ps 66:16). The difference 
between biography and testimony is that a biography tells us what a person 

has done in life. A testimony tells us what God has done in their life.

In the summer of 1998, I’m lying on a hospital bed, in an Accident and Emergency unit 
getting my head and ear stitched.  Just a few hours earlier an associate of a local drug 
dealer had smashed a bottle of vodka over my head. I was too drunk to feel anything. In 
many ways, it was just another night in the scheme. 

I spent my teenage years in a council scheme in the outskirts of Glasgow. The scheme 
was what many sociologists would refer to as an urban deprivation area. In other words 
it was characterised by high levels of unemployment, crime and alcohol and substance 
abuse. By the time I had reached eighteen years of age, I was a product of my culture. 
I’d left school with poor qualifications and quickly became immersed in lifestyle of 
alcohol and narcotics. Drink fuelled fights and riotous living was the norm. 

Come Here, I’ll Tell…

John Caldwell is a Ministry 
Assistand with the Free Church 
in the Isle of Skye. He also 
works as a Religious Education 
teacher in Portree High School. 
He is a friend of the APC 
congregation in Skye and helps 
us with supply.
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Having grown up with central-belt cultural Catholicism, I knew about God – at least, 
I had heard of him. I knew of a Creator and Judge – the one who gave me life, and 
the one who would one day judge me for the life I’d lived. 

Although I had abandoned the faith I’d been taught as a child, God had not 
abandoned me. In the providence of God, sometime in 1999 I stumbled into a small 
evangelical brethren hall in the west end of Paisley. It was here that I heard that God 
the Creator is also God the Saviour. I heard the gospel of grace for the first time. 

Shortly after hearing the gospel, I found myself crying out to God, and professing faith 
in Christ. Psalm 107 became a reality in my life – 

they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
And He saved them out of their distresses.

He sent His word and healed them,
And delivered them from their destructions (Psalm 107: 19 – 20).

The gospel message completely transformed my life. In many ways, I often think that 
God broke into my life. God became very real, and as I started to pray, read his word 
and attend church, he began to reveal his purpose for my life. I soon discovered that 
God had called me to preach the gospel. 

Seventeen years later, I look back on my life, and I can say with complete confidence 
that “the gospel is the power of God for salvation” and “if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation, the old has gone, and the new has come.” To God be the Glory.

This feature may seem shorter than 
usual. This is not simply because John is 

less long-winded that our usual 
contributors!  John has recently had an 
account of his testimony published by 
Evangelical Press. If you want to know 

more about his testimony the book 
Christ, the Cross and the Concrete Jungle 

is available from all good Christian 
bookstores, from epbooks.org and of 

course from amazon.co.uk. 



Presbytery Highlights

The last Presbytery met on Tuesday the 24th of March in Inverness.  Among the 
business taking place was the General Treasurer’s financial report.  Laurence has been 
keen to get us to review our giving.  He highlighted a likely deficit in the coming year 
which, with slightly better contributions and efficiency with gift aid claims, could be 
avoided.    Please think about this situation prayerfully.

There were a few items relating to the Stornoway congregation.  The first of these was 
the resignation of Rev John van Eyk as Interim Moderator.  John has served the 
congregation and Kirk Session for some time now and we are grateful to him for that.  
His resignation was accepted by the Presbytery and Rev Ross Macaskill was 
nominated and accepted the position of Interim Moderator.  There was also the need 
for another assessor elder and Rev George Macaskill has agreed to take up this 
position in the interim. Please pray for the Kirk Session at this time and that these 
changes would be blessed in the ministry at Keith Street.

Besides these matters regarding the Stornoway Kirk Session there was also the 
acceptance of Stornoway’s Mr John Davidson as a student for the ministry by the 
Presbytery.  John got on well in an interview where he answered questions from the 
floor of Presbytery.  He now comes under the care of the Training Committee who will 
prepare John for his trials for licence. Please pray for John and his family (Dawn, 
Daniel, 5 and Darlene, 4) at this time as he completes his studies and goes forward.

With May soon upon us the Presbytery also spoke about the General Assembly. We 
discussed its role and any changes that should be made to it.  The past years 
Assemblies have been poorly attended and there will be some changes made to the 
proceedings this year.  Come along and find out what! 

Please pray for our congregations in these difficult days and particularly those who are 
without a pastor.  

The next Presbytery (followed by the General Assembly) will take place from 1pm on 
Tuesday 26th May 2015.
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Dundee Report by Rev Donald Macaskill

The Congregation is encouraged by the Lord’s goodness to us in enabling us to continue 
preaching the gospel and being a witness in our community. Attendances have improved 
with irregulars becoming more regular and engaging more in the life of the Church. There 
have been several African people come along for a few services but they are used to a more 
‘lively’ type of service! One couple said ‘This is our church. We love the teaching’, then put 
a handsome 3-figure donation into the plate, and never came again’!

Our midweek meeting (prayer and then teaching on some doctrine, then a discussion) have 
proved interesting and edifying. Sermons have been asked for on some of the subjects taught 
at these meetings, such as War in the Bible, Regeneration, Conversion, The Judgment, The 
Devil, Temptation, Heaven. The men’s prayer meeting on Tuesday afternoon has proved a 
profitable time of fellowship and sharing. Interesting subjects arise in the exchanges before 
we set to pray. We learn quite a lot, apart from congregational news, from the ‘talk’ over 
coffee. Always good fodder for prayer.

We are lacking in personnel to do much engaging with the community, so we send small 
sums each month to support those who do a marvellous job of helping the poor and needy. 
We also support a young 12 year old boy in Guatemala to whom our Sunday School 
children regularly send cards and some of their artwork! He seems most grateful for their 
prayers and interest in him.

We were encouraged recently with a young man and his mother from the charismatic 
church coming both morning and evening. However, both of them are subject to ill health 
the mother is pretty much now housebound. Please pray for them both to recover and to be 
able to worship soon again. 

Laurence comes up from England sometimes twice a month which is a great encouragement 
to us. He arranged for 50 new chairs to be delivered to us from a legacy that his mother-in-
law left which he knew would be a delight to her. These chairs have brightened up the 
interior of our building. Laurence and Elizabeth continue to bring a couple from Dalgety Bay 
to worship with us each time he comes. It is good to have them and they have always some 
comment to make about the service, which usually provokes a discussion! 
We are persuaded that conviction of personal sin is something that our nation needs. People 
will not see their need of Christ until they are convicted that they need His salvation and 
mercy. May God send His Holy Spirit to bring this conviction.

We had an interesting discussion with a young man who came to our Outreach service in 
December. We spoke on Christ as the Light of the world. He came straight over to me after 
the service very excited and said he loved the service and had been praying for light the 
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Skye & Harris Report by Rev Gordon Murray

Following the departure of Rev Dr Wayne Pearce I filled the pulpit myself in Portree on the 
1st February 2015 at 11am and declared the congregation vacant.

Following the service we met with the congregation and discussed the future. A number of 
items were discussed and changes have been made:

Services in Skye now take place in Portree in the morning and Dunvegan in the 
evening. This means that the whole Skye congregation is together for all their services. 
The Portree service was changed from 11am to 12 noon to better accommodate the 
those traveling from Dunvegan.
The manse has been furnished and ministers have been invited to come and preach for 
multiple Sabbaths and enjoy both Skye and the manse whilst they do so.
The congregation has expressed a desire to continue as they are for the present time 
whilst they consider calling a minister.

Rev Calum Macinnes has been there and we moved forward the communion by one week so 
that he could officiate. Supply has been arranged until the middle of June, with a 
congregational minister, a baptist minister and an EPCEW minister all volunteering to come. 
Others are invited to contact me if they wish to preach there and stay in the manse for a time.

Harris is really a different situation. There are no office-bearers and there is therefore little 
contact between the Skye and Harris parts of the congregation.

I intend to go to Harris for the communion on the 2nd weekend in May and have a meeting 
with the congregation after the Saturday evening service. I have been asked to prepare a 
document laying out their options prior to the meeting.

These seem to be the options: 
Remain as they are with CofS joint meetings.
Retain connection with Skye but begin process of uniting with Harris Free Church (as 
per Reformed Church Forum agreement).
Sever connection with Skye and re-establish connection with Stornoway.

Please pray for wisdom and blessing in both parts of the congregation as we seek to discern 
God’s will for the future.
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night before! However it transpired, as we continued talking that he did not really grasp the 
essentials of the sermon. He was high on drugs and believed he would be used to save 
people through rapping!

Please pray that we will be able to connect with our generation. This is not the first time 
young people have come and ‘got it wrong’ regarding salvation. Biblical terms are now used 
in a very ‘loose’ way in the world and in films. It needs to be emphasised that the gospel is 
salvation from our sin against God.

Please pray for the future of Dens Road Church. Pray that God would raise up a suitable 
pastor equipped for the specific work necessary to relate and connect with our community.
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Vancouver Report by Mr Hugh Fraser

The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us in chapter three of his book that we are all subject to time and 
change and that over these we have no control.  God Himself, the creator and ruler of all directs 
and effectually accomplishes all that comes to pass.

The past year in the Vancouver congregation has seen many changes. In January a life long 
member of the congregation Elizabeth MacKay passed away at  92 years of age.  Born in 
Vancouver in 1922, she loved children and worked as an elementary school teacher and head 
teacher in Vancouver.   Although the past few years became more difficult with her Alzheimer’s 
she retained her bright and cheery Christian disposition.  She always loved joining in with 
singing during regular visits from her sister Rina and church folks and retained a clear memory of 
many of the metrical psalms. 

Between February and May the congregation was privileged to provide a support to a family on 
temporary work visa from Uganda.  They needed assistance in finding housing and start up 
support in a new country.

In May the congregation celebrated the arrival of Mattias Canedo the first child of Jorge and 
Emmy-Lou.  It was said of Moses that he was a beautiful child, and we all think that he has a 
rival in Mattias.   Later in the year Mattias was baptized and we ask that you pray for the baby 
and the parents as they seek to raise this child to know the Lord. 

During the summer Gerald Epp Jr and Amanda Viera were engaged to be married, with the 
wedding planned for early 2015.  We thank the Lord for their youthful zeal and dedicated 
service to our Lord and pray that the Lord will bless and keep them throughout lives together. 

Over the summer months we were privileged to have Confex Makhlira and his wife Mwai visit 
the congregation.  Confex is from Malawi, but is in pastoral studies at Grand Rapids Michigan.  
When his course is completed in three years he hopes to be become a pastor in Malawi.  The 
congregation enjoyed his preaching and is thankful that the Lord is raising up young men to 
preach the good news.
 

Miss Carmel Epp has been away from Vancouver since the end of June; travelling throughout 
Europe, studying Spanish in South America and working on a mission to orphans in Columbia.  
We are becoming more aware of the many mission activities going on throughout the world and 
we pray that the Lord will eternally bless these practical ministries and the teaching of his Word.  
In 2013, Carmel introduced the congregation to a Refugee Mission work in the Vancouver area.  
During the summer some church members participated in a group picnic for the refugees and a 
fund raising activity in the fall.  In the Metro Vancouver area there are many immigrants with 
more than 150 different languages spoken.

Rev. Matandika has faithfully continued his ministry to the congregation, with  weekly 
preaching, teaching, and witnessing in the community.  His term as editor of the APC magazine 
was completed at year end.   We see 2014 as a year of transition as Fletcher and his family 
moved into Vancouver and the church lease in the New Westminster, Hyack building was not 
renewed. From June to the end of October we met at Killarmey Community Center.  Then in 
November we moved to Cityview Baptist church which is located in Vancouver near Main St. 
and 28th Ave.  The congregation is currently meeting in the afternoon for worship services and 
on Wednesday evening for prayer and Bible study.  We are thankful for the Lord’s continued 
provision over the past year.



Book Review
by Rev Ross Macaskill

Engaging with Atheists by Rev 
David A Robertson

We live in a world of change.  Many 
now in our society would call 
themselves Atheists and some with 
intimidating conviction.  Our media 
soaked world feeds our minds with 
misconceptions and folk believe the 
lies without depth of thought.  In such 
an environment it can be difficult as 
Christians to build up the confidence 
needed to engage unbelievers. Part of 
the problem is that we too can be 
quite thoughtless about the issues.  

Rev David A Roberson’s book 
Engaging with Atheists is a good 
starting point for Christians who wish 
to build confidence in discussing the 
gospel of Jesus Christ with friends 
who call themselves Atheists.  We 
may well think that such a position is 
simply defined as those who do not 
have any belief in God.  But David 
helps us understand important 
definitions and that there are different 
groups of people under the banner of 
Atheist: Functional Atheists, New 
Fundamentalist Atheists, Agnostic 
Atheists, and even Christian Atheists.  

Importantly we are brought to 
understand Atheism as a worldview 
and one that is in opposition to the 
truth of God.  Understanding how 
they see the world and Christianity is 
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of great significance if we are going to 
challenge their misconceptions and 
bring the true life saving message of 
Jesus Chris t to them.  David 
encourages us to do this not just as 
individuals but also explores ways in 
which our churches can work to 
engage with Atheists.  

All in all, this book really serves as a 
good resource for the Christian today.  
In addition to the brief easy to read 
chapters there are helpful practical 
sections on what to think through as 
well as tips on discussion, and some 
conversion stories.

Pub l i shed by t he Good Book 
Company. Priced £6-7. 
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Kara Tippetts
It is with great sadness, and yet in great hope that we inform readers of the death of 
Kara Tippetts who we featured in the last two issues of the magazine. Kara passed 
from this life into the joy and presence of our Lord on 22nd March 2015. 

Her blog Mundane Faithfulness still carries her, and those around her’s, testimonies of 
the struggle and grace of her battle with cancer as a young Christian mother and wife 
and family. It is beautiful. 

The following are some of her final words in a letter published on the blog following 
her death:

It’s impossible for me to not imagine coming to this place again to share my heart new 
with you. It seems impossible that this journey has finally come to an end. But I've 
done gone and flown away to the land of no more tears - won't you rejoice with me? 
My pain is gone, my fears are calmed, I’m in the sovereignly good hands of Jesus. He 
is my forever enough now. What bliss I’m sure I'm enjoying. It’s hard for me to 
separate my feelings for that place and this.

If you have known my heart and met me here, would you commit my family to your 
prayers. Prayers of knowing the nearness and comfort of God. For the rest of their 
days, not simply the coming months. Would you commit them to the heart of your 
praying? I know it's a large ask - but God is big, and I believe you are capable of this 
kind of big prayer love for my family, my community. I believe God has beautiful 
things in store for my people, and I'm greatly comforted thinking of all of your prayers 
backing my loves.

It takes grace to suffer like this. It takes grace to die like this. Oh that God would give 
us the grace to live in faith, through our struggles and the hope, in Christ alone, of life 
and joy and resurrection that only he can offer.

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live. John 11:25



APC Kitchen

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart… 

Acts 2:46

Ingredients:
10oz shredded cabbage
1 large sweet onion
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 can cream of celery soup
1 cup grated cheddar cheese
2 cups Corn Flakes
3/4 cup melted butter

Method:
Mix cabbage, onion, milk, mayo and soup in a bowl and place 
in a a baking dish. 
Sprinkle with the cheese.
Top with the corn flakes and butter.
Bake for 1 hour at 200 degrees celcius.

Serve as a side dish with all sorts of meals!

This recipe came from the Tain Manse, from Lucy van Eyk. She 
comments: “So good my guests have called it cabbage cake! If there are 

any leftovers you can eat it for breakfast without guilt - as it’s topped 
with Corn Flakes!

Scalloped Cabbage
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Congregational Details
DUNDEE

Rev Donald C Macaskill, BA; 238 
Arbroath Road, Dundee, DD4 7SB;  

Tel: 01382 451798; 
Email: donandmargo@me.com

Dens Road Church; 11 Dens Road 
- Sunday 11am & 6.30pm; Please 
confirm Prayer Meeting by calling 

the manse

EDINBURGH
Rev John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, 
Edinburgh, EH10 7AG; Tel: 0131 

466 6247; 
Email: jrossapc@googlemail.com

Sunday11.30am and 5pm; Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm at 47 

Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free 

Church, High Street, 11am & 
6.30pm; Wednesday 7.30pm; 

Contact: Donald MacNicol; Tel: 
01397 712405

INVERNESS
Rev Dr John C A Ferguson, MA, 

MDiv; 9 Golf View Terrace, 
Inverness, IV3 8JJ; Tel: 01463 

419027

Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road; Sundays 

11.30am & 6pm; Wed 7.30pm.
Centre Manager: Ken MacDonald; 

Tel: 01463 716843 Email: 
kenmac.arnish@gmail.com; 

www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Rev Gordon Murray; APC Manse, 
Saval Road, Lairg, IV27 4EH; Tel: 

01549 402176 
Email: 

revgordonmurray@gmail.com 

Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street, 11am; Lairg Church: 

6pm; Ardgay Hall 1st Sunday 2pm; 
Rogart Church Last Sunday, 2pm; 
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

 

LOCHINVER, STOER & 
DRUMBEG

Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland; Lochinver Free 

Church at 3pm; Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie Tel 01571 855279 or 

Mrs I Macaulay Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Rev Archie McPhail, MA, MTh; 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN; Tel: 01631 567076

Email:obanapc@gmail.com

Campbell Street Church - 11am & 
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 

SKYE & HARRIS
Interim Moderator: Rev Gordon 

Murray, KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG 
& ROGART

SKYE: Portree APC Church, Staffin 
Road 12 noon; CofS, Dunvegan 
6.30pm. Contact: Mr Alasdair 
Paterson Tel: 01478 613014

HARRIS: Scarista Church of 
Scotland; 12 noon and 6pm. 

Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan Tel: 
01859 550252

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev John van 

Eyk, TAIN & FEARN

72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, 
Thu 7.30pm

TAIN & FEARN
Rev John van Eyk;  APC Manse, 2 

Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT; 
Tel: 01862 892199

Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 

Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s Day 
Hilton; 2nd, 4th in Tain at 6pm.

www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev Ross Macaskill, Castleview, 64 
Roxburgh Road,  Wick, KW1 5HP;  

Tel: 01955 928 075
Email: emailjrrm@gmail.com

Wick Church 11am; Strathy 
Church 2pm.

www.wickpresby.weebly.com

VANCOUVER
Rev F Matandika; 4370 Sophia St, 

Vancouver, BC, V5V 3V7; Tel: 
+1-778-318-6167; 

Email: fmatandika@gmail.com

First Service 2pm; Second Service 
6:30pm; Wednesday Bible Study 

7pm

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website or 

by contacting the
GENERAL TREASURER

Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie; 3 
Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 

Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458; Email: 

laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Rev Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY

EDITOR OF APC NEWS
Rev Gordon Murray

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

APC NEWS TREASURER:
Mr Clark Walls

2A Stratton Road
Inverness
IV2 3XA

telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

Website: 
apchurches.org

Blog: apchurches.blogspot.com

Scottish Charity Number: 
SCO2313



Lewis Christian Conference
From Friday 19th June to Monday 22nd June the Lewis Christian Conference will take 
place in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis.

The Conference Committee is delighted to be welcoming a return of Dr Charles Price who 
spoke at the first Lewis Christian Conference in 2012. Charles has been Senior Pastor of 
the Peoples Church in Tornoto, Canada since September 2001 with a weekly congregation 
of around 4000.

More details can be found at www.lewischristianconference.com

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity - Psalm 133

Argyll Convention

The Argyll Convention takes place in Oban 
this year from Tuesday 4th August to 

Thursday 6th August in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall. 

Speakers expected are Alasdair Paine and 
Sinclair Ferguson. The Light of Life is this 

year’s theme.

More details can be found at 
www.argyllconvention.com

Summer Conferences 2015


