
Happy 
Holidays!



Editorial
Greetings from 
the US of A!

Welcome to the 
latest , and my 
final issue of the 
APC News. 

Molly headed out to Montana late in 
August. I had my interview for my visa on 
September 14th and, in God’s providence, 
they were willing to give it to me that 
same day. I flew out to Helena the next 
day, stayed just one night and then we 
travelled over the next two days to our 
new home in Gladstone, Oregon. 

We’ve settled in pretty quickly and are 
getting to know our new church’s people 
and ways. We think we’ll be pretty happy 
here. It certainly feels as though the Lord 
has led us us and opened a door of 
opportunity for us here.

Of course we miss our friends in 
Kinlochbervie, Lairg, Bonar Bridge, Rogart 
and Golspie very much and pray for them 
often. I will always have fond memories of 
my first ministry there.

I will also miss the Presbytery. Some 
people hate Presbytery meetings but I 
always found the APC Presbytery meetings 
to be a joy (for the most part!).

Things here are very different. The 
Presbytery is so far spread out (extending 
to Eastern Europe!), so we meet rarely. But 
the congregation here in Oregon city is 
almost as large as the APC membership! 
There’s much to be done between 
preaching, pastoral work and evangelism. 
We are also  heavily involved in working 
with other churches. The idea of ‘the City 
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Church’ comprising of all the Christian 
congregations within the city has been 
developing in the USA for some time and 
certainly seems to be a helpful concept as we 
seek fellowship with the many other Christians 
around about us. Such denominational 
cooperation is exactly what Scotland needs. 
But the APC already knows that!

I wish to thank everyone who submitted 
articles for this edition, as well as over the past 
year. I really count it a priviledge to have been 
editor of our wee magazine over the past 
twelve months. It’s been a fun endeavour and 
a labour of love. Nobody was able to furnish 
me with congregational reports for this edition, 
so I apologise for their absence. 

Speaking of labour, or labor as they say over 
here, Molly and I are delighted to inform you 
all of the birth of our baby boy, Alexander Jack 
Murray.

Jack’s entry into the world was not without 
drama. He was born by c-section on 10th 
October 2015 (the day after my own birthday). 
He was born a healthy 8lbs 12oz, but he had 
inhaled meconium and suffered from 
meconium aspiration syndrome which is a 

very serious condition. He was transferred 
f rom Kaiser Sunnys ide Hospi ta l to 
Doernbecher Neonatal Children’s Centre in 
Portland where he received excellent care. 
He spent his first few days on no less than 
four different ventilators to keep his wee 
lungs functioning. We are glad to say that he 
seems to be healing well and is now home 
with us in Gladstone. The doctors don’t 
expect him to have any long term issues 
related to this.

Molly and I feel like we’ve aged ten years 
through it all, but that also means that we 
feel ready to be parents. We are so happy to 
see him living and breathing and pooing and 
peeing and crying and growing. We give 
thanks to God for this wonderful little boy. 
We’re also thankful to welcome him into the 
Church. When these hard providences come 
it is good to know that God loves his 
children and that our children belong to him.

We also would like to give thanks to 
everyone who prayed for his survival and his 
healing. Through these difficult times God 
gave us grace and help and friends and 
brethren in time of need.

I should also say that Molly had an almost 
miraculous recovery from c-section. She was 
transferred the same night as the operation to 
Jack’s hospital and got up to see him on 
arrival. Her nurse went home to tell her 
friends about her! A mother’s love and 
sacrifice for her son has really been evident 
in her response to all of Jack’s needs, despite 
her own.

God doesn’t promise us an easy road, but he 
does promise grace to help in time of need. 
That grace presents itself in various forms, 
and the praise for it all is due unto the Lord.

The Lord be with you!
- Gordon



Real Thanksgiving

Although I have enjoyed most of my trips to 
the United States, I am not an uncritical 
observer or lover of all things American. 
There are some aspects to American life and 
culture which I have no interest in 
importing (although it is probably true that 
most make their way into our own culture 
sooner or later anyway).

One tradition which I would gladly import, 
however, is the high regard Americans have 
for the annual Thanksgiving holiday on the 
fourth week of November. Families will 
make a special point of being home for 
Thanksgiving. It is as important as 
Christmas.

We have had our tradition of Harvest 
Thanksgiving services too, of course, though 
with less emotional attachment. We appoint 
services around the same time, and perhaps 

The Scottish Church has always marked the end of the harvest with a harvest 
thanksgiving service. With the advent  of the supermarket and Tesco delivery we 

seem to have less and less awareness of our need to thank God for his goodness. Rev 
Campbell suggests that rather than forgetting this holiday we should actually make 

more of it.
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Rev Dr Iain D Campbell is 
minister of Point Free Church in 
the Isle of Lewis. He is an 
internationally respected 
preacher and scholar. He has 
recently been appointed editor of 
the Free Church magazine, The 
Record.

Feature Article

even use the opportunity to raise money for 
important charities. That we can pride 
ourselves with the thought that we are giving 
some of our wealth to help the poor.

But the reali ty is that in Scotland 
Thanksgiving has been totally obliterated by 
Christmas. It has become a minor step on 
the road to the self-indulgence that we call 
Christmas. We drive to Harvest Thanksgiving 
services through the eye of a needle, always 
making sure that we have enough for the 
presents people expect to receive from us.

In some places, like the context in which I 
minister, there is usually a long weekend at 
Thanksgiving. Schools may be closed for 
two or three days. As they do so, I suspect 
that the reason for the holiday is lost on 
most local families. When I was young (not 
that I like using that phrase too much), we 
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had a single day holiday at the end of 
November, the morning of which was spent 
i n chu rch fo r t he annua l Ha rve s t 
Thanksgiving service. Now we have 
extended the holiday and forgotten the 
reason for it.

I’m not sure that every American knows the 
reason for it either, of course. The 
colonisation of New England by the new 
immigrant Pilgrims was a religious affair; 
everything about it was contextualised by the 
Gospel. The safe arrival of English settlers in 

Berkeley in 1619 became enough of a 
pretext on which to establish an annual 
religious observance; the charter of the new 
town stated that ‘We ordaine that the day of 
our ships arrival at the place assigned for 
plantacion in the land of Virginia shall be 
yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of 
thanksgiving to Almighty God’.

Modern Thanksgiving celebration is usually 
dated to the successful harvest of 1621 in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, although it was by 
a Proclamation of Abraham Lincoln’s in 

1863 that the annual holiday became part of 
the civil calendar. The proclamation began 
with the moving words that ‘The year that is 
drawing towards its close, has been filled 
with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies’, and went on to establish the 
present pattern.

I could wish that our own generation 
recovered that sense of the blessing of God 
in sky and field. While the churches will 
continue to hold Harvest Thanksgiving 
services, our shops will remain open and I 

guess that our island will use the long 
weekend as yet another reason to head for 
mainland shops to stock up for Christmas.

There is, of course, something ironic in this. 
We have trained our children to expect 
much at Christmas - to get rather than to 
give. We can afford to give them what we, 
perhaps, did not get ourselves, and so we 
lavish innumerable gifts on them, satisfy a 
host of desires, and generally spoil our 
children rotten. I take a moment to loose my 
hands from the keyboard and raise my arms 
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- we did the same, and enjoyed doing so.

But I shall consider myself to have failed in 
one aspect of parenting if I did not also 
communicate to my children that the 
richness and wealth of opportunity we 
enjoy, which too often we spend on one 
kind of indulgence after another, are not 
ours by right, or even by earning. They are 
ours by gift of grace. It is still true that every 
good and perfect gift comes from above.

It was a lesson God sought to teach Israel 
long ago when 
h e w a r n e d 
a g a i n s t t h e 
snare of having 
t o o m u c h ; 
h a v i n g 
p r o m i s e d t o 
bring them to a 
land of plenty, 
he warned that 
t h e y c o u l d 
easily forget the 
L o r d i n t h e 
delusion that 
t h e y h a d 
secured their 
wealth for themselves. ‘You shall remember 
the Lord your God’, Moses warns, ‘for it is 
he who gives you power to get wealth.’

Is it too much to hope that we too shall 
remember this simple fact? It is part of the 
tragedy of our modern, secular culture, that 
we have lost any sense of our indebtedness 
to the provider of our daily bread. The 
thought that we have nothing that we have 
not received does not sit easily with our 
overweening sense of self-achievement and 
independence. We are the self-made 
culture, the achievers, the shapers of our 
own destiny and the providers of our own 
resources.

Except we are not; and we do well to heed 
Calvin’s advice to remember that our 
possessions may be removed from us while 
we live, and we shall certainly be removed 
from then when we die. There is so much 
that we take for granted; and not least is our 
possession of these earthly things.

Having food and clothes, counsels the 
Bible, therewith let us be content. The 
tragedy is that we have raised a generation 
that is far from content with having the 

basic necessities 
of life met. This 
Thanksgiving will 
witness a host of 
boys and girls 
beginning their 
Christmas wish 
lists, and a host of 
m o t h e r s a n d 
fathers beginning 
the unenviable 
task of meeting 
eve ry demand 
a n d g r a n t i n g 
every wish.

And in the middle of it all, on our very 
doorstep, are families torn by violence, 
ruined by alcoholism, and threatened by 
homelessness. There are migrants with 
nothing, and refugees with less. It would do 
us well not only to capture the principle 
that our lives do not consist in the 
abundance of our possessions, but also to 
return to the basic principle of loving our 
neighbour and remembering our poor. If the 
spirit of thanksgiving, rather than the 
commercial spirit of Christmas, governed 
our hearts, perhaps we could raise the 
present generation on principles of far 
greater value than this secular world 
presently offers.
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Bah! Humbug!” These two words are 
instantly associated with Charles Dickens’ 
immortal fictional anti-hero, Ebenezer 
Scrooge. Scrooge was the prototype of the 
Grinch who stole Christmas, the paradigm of 
all men cynical.

We all recognize that Ebenezer Scrooge was 
a mean person - stingy, insensitive, selfish, 
and unkind. What we often miss in our 
understanding of his character is that he was 
preeminently profane. “Bah! Humbug!” was 
his Victorian use of profanity.

Not that any modern editor would feel the 
need to delete Scrooge’s expletives. His 
language is not the standard currency of 
cursing. But it was profane in that Scrooge 
demeaned what was holy. He trampled on 
the sanctity of Christmas. He despised the 
sacred. He was cynical toward the sublime.

Christmas is a holiday, indeed the world’s 
most joyous holiday. It is called a “holiday” 
because the day is holy. It is a day when 
businesses close, when families gather, 
when churches are filled, and when soldiers 
put down their guns for a 24-hour truce. It is 
a day that differs from every other day.

Every generation has its abundance of 

Don’t Be A Scrooge This Christmas

R.C. Sproul is a well-known 
American Presbyterian preacher and 
pastor. He is founder of Ligonier 
ministries.

Scrooges. The church is full of them. We 
hear endless complaints of commercialism. 
We are constantly told to put Christ back 
into Christmas. We hear that the tradition 
of Santa Claus is a sacrilege. We listen to 
those acquainted with history murmur that 
Christmas isn’t biblical. The Church 
invented Christmas to compete with the 
ancient Roman festival honoring the bull-
god Mithras, the nay-sayers complain. 
Christmas? A mere capitulat ion to 
paganism.
And so we rain on Jesus’ parade and 
assume an Olympian detachment from the 
joyous holiday. All this carping is but a 
modern dose of Scroogeism, our own 
sanctimonious profanation of the holy.

Sure, Christmas is a time of commerce. The 
department stores are decorated to the hilt, 
the ad pages of the newspapers swell in 
size, and we tick off the number of 
shopping days left until Christmas. But why 
all the commerce? The high degree of 
commerce at Christmas is driven by one 
thing: the buying of gifts for others. To 
present our friends and families with gifts is 
not an ugly, ignoble vice. It incarnates the 
amorphous “spirit of Christmas.” The 
tradition rests ultimately on the supreme 
gift God has given the world. God so loved 
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the world, the Bible says, that He gave His 
only begotten Son. The giving of gifts is a 
marvelous response to the receiving of such a 
gift. For one day a year at least, we taste the 
sweetness inherent in the truth that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.

What about putting Christ back into 
Christmas? It is simply not necessary. Christ 
has never left Christmas. “Jingle Bells” will 
never replace “Silent Night.” Our holiday 
once known as Thanksgiving is rapidly 
becoming known simply as “Turkey Day.” 
But Christmas is still called Christmas. It is 
not called “Gift Day.” Christ is still in 
Christmas, and for one brief season the 
secular world broadcasts the message of 
Christ over every radio station and television 
channel in the land. Never does the church 
get as much free air time as during 
the Christmas season.
Not only music but the visual arts are present 
in abundance, bearing testimony to the 
historic significance of the birth of Jesus. 
Christmas displays all remind the world of 
the sacred Incarnation.

Doesn’t Santa Claus paganize or at least 
trivialize Christmas? He’s a myth, and his 
very mythology casts a shadow over the 
sober historical reality of Jesus. Not at all. 
Myths are not necessarily bad or harmful. 
Every society creates myths. They are a 
peculiar art form invented usually to convey 
a message that is deemed important by the 
people. When a myth is passed off as real 
history, that is fraud. But when it serves a 
different purpose it can be healthy and 
virtuous. Kris Kringle is a mythical hero, not 
a villain. He is pure fiction — but a fiction 
used to illustrate a glorious truth.
What about the historical origins of Christmas 
as a substitute for a pagan festival? I can only 
say, good for the early Christians who had 

the wisdom to flee from Mithras and direct 
their zeal to the celebration of the birth of 
Christ. Who associates Christmas today with 
Mithras? No one calls it “Mithrasmas.”

We celebrate Christmas because we cannot 
eradicate from our consciousness our 
profound awareness of the difference 
between the sacred and the profane. Man, in 
the generic sense, has an incurable 
propensity for marking sacred space and 
sacred time. When God appeared to Moses 
in the burning bush, the ground that was 
previously common suddenly became 
uncommon. It was now holy ground - sacred 
space. When Jacob awoke from his midnight 
vision of the presence of God, he anointed 
with oil the rock upon which he had rested 
his head. It was sacred space.

When God touches earth, the place is holy. 
When God appears in history, the time is 
holy. There was never a more holy place 
than the city of Bethlehem, where the Word 
became flesh. There was never a more holy 
t ime than Christmas morning when 
Emmanuel was born. Christmas is a holiday. 
It is the holiest of holy days. We must heed 
the warning of Jacob Marley: “Don’t be a 
Scrooge” at Christmas.

From Ligonier Ministries, the teaching 
fellowship of R.C. Sproul. All rights reserved. 

Website: www.ligonier.org



APC Pulpit
APC Pulpit is a regular feature where we share 

sermons from our own ministers as well as from friends of the 
denomination.

Rev Gordon Murray is Associate 
Pastor of Reformation Covenant 
Church in Oregon City, Oregon, 

USA. He translated there recently 
from the APC charge of 

Kinlochbervie, Lairg and Rogart.    
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Jesus’ Birth

9

“For there is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the 

Lord.” Luke 2:11

Introduction - The incarnation is a glorious 
truth. It’s worth our contemplation any time 
of the year. But it’s especially worth our 
while to consider it when the whole world 
is talking about it, at Christmas time. What 
an opportunity to explain the doctrine of 
the person and work of Christ to your 
families and friends and co-workers. We 
need to make sure we know what we’re 
talking about!

Jesus’ 
Humiliation
A  Jesus is God
The first thing 
we need to deal 
with is to ask 
the ques t ion 
‘Who is Jesus?’. 
I f w e d o n ’ t 
k n o w t h e 
person then we 
will never realise the significance of his 
worth and work. In John’s gospels and 
epistles he makes this the most important 
truth we can know. Knowing who Jesus is, 
is the most important thing in the world. If 
we have a wrong understanding of this it 
affects salvation. That’s why Jesus says of 
his Church in John 17, ‘they have known 
me.’
 
Jesus is God. If we reject this, we reject the 
Jesus of the Bible. This is where the great 
difference lies between the cults of our age 
(Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons in 
particular) and true Christianity. Why are 

we called CHRISTians? Because we 
worship Jesus Christ. Why do we worship 
Jesus? Because we believe he is the God of 
heaven. He is the second person of the 
Trinity. That’s what all his miracles and his 
own teaching points to. There is no viable 
alternative. Jesus claimed, controversially, 
to be God. His Church believes and 
teaches that he is God. That is why Paul is 
so emphatic in Colossians 1. If we want to 
know the Jesus of the Church then we have 
to know that he is the Creator and sustainer 
of the world. No less.

B Jesus became man
That is why we 
then wonder at his 
birth. It should 
strike us with awe 
that of the God of 
heaven it can be 
said that he was 
‘born in a lowly 
estate’. The Inn 
and the manger 
are all important if 
we are to realise 

what is happening at the birth of Jesus into 
the world. The God of glory is entering the 
sin-cursed world to be it’s saviour.

It is also necessary to note that the whole 
life of Jesus is one of humiliation. The 
Shorter Catechism puts it like this: Q. 27. 
Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?  
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his 
being born, and that in a low condition, 
made under the law, undergoing the 
miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and 
the cursed death of the cross; in being 
buried, and continuing under the power of 
death for a time. But the birth of Jesus is 

“Why are we called 
CHRISTians? Because we 
worship Jesus Christ. Why 

do we worship Jesus? 
Because we believe he is 

the God of heaven.”
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sss highlighted by the Westminster men as
especially notable: t  Q. 47. How did Christ

d humble himself in his conception and
birth?  s A. Christ humbled himself in his

 conception and birth, in that, being from
 all eternity the Son of God, in the bosom

e of the Father, he was pleased in the
 fulness of time to become the son of man,

ee made of a woman of low estate, and to be
f born of her; with divers circumstances of

more than ordinary abasement.

 The God of heaven becomes human
a (whilst remaining divine) and appears a
y helpless baby boy. Without that baby boy

there would be no hope for us here today!
e I don’t think we can put it more

wonderfully than Augustine did:
s He, through whom time was made, was

made in time;
d and He, older by eternity that the world
f itself, was younger in age than many of

His servants in the world;
He, who made man, was made man;

r He was given existence by a mother
whom He brought into existence;

e He was carried in hands which He
formed;
He nursed at breasts which He filled;

n He cried like a babe in the manger in
tt speechless infancy - this Word without

which human eloquence is speechless!

Jesus’ Recognition
A  The Angels Declare Him

o Although his entry into the world was so
 little noted by the earth, it is not forgotten

aa by heaven. Luke’s account here gives a
e very c lear announcement to the
g Shepherds of the glory of what was taking
s place quietly at the Inn. Angels are God’s
dd messengers. They are sent into the world
s with a message. The same greek word is
 used for those who preach the gospel.

tt Heaven comes and brightens the night

 wwiitthh “gooodd tidinnggs ooff ggrreeaat jjoyy whicchh wwiillll
 bbee  ttoo aall peoplee..”” ((v1100).. TThheenn the skkyy eerupptts
 wwiith light aannd praisee.. “GGlory to God in tthhee
 hhighestt” ssiinngg tthhee anggeellss, andd tthhaatt iinnccludeess
 thhee bbaabbyy inn tthhee mmanger, wwhhoo  hhaass bbeeccoome

bothh GGoodd aandd mmaann.

BB  TThhee Sheepphherrddss DDeeccllaarree HHim
 TThhee nnoorm in tthhee BBiibbllee iiss ttoo be afraaiidd aatt aann
 eennccoouunter wiithh ann aannggeell. That’s exaccttllyy
 wwhat wee fifinndd  hheerree. TThhee annggeell aassssuurreess thheemm
 of peaaccee ((aass iiss allsso usuaall)). WWhhaatt wwilll thhee
 Shepphheerrdd ddoo? II ddoouubt anyy ooff  tthheemm ccoouulldd go
 bbaacckk to sslleeeepp after ann eexxperiieennccee like thhaatt..

rrrr TThhee  aangel hhaad toolldd tthheemm tthhatt tthhee siggnn,,  oorr
 evviiddeenncce, tthat tthhiss hhiiss mmesssagge wwaass ttrruuee
 wwaass tthhat they wwoouuldd fifinndd hhiimm inn Bethhleheemm
 “wwrapppeedd iinn sswadddlliinngg  clothhss,,  llyying in aa

r manggeerr..” TThheeyy wantt tto cchheecckk iitt ouut forr
 themmsseellvveess. TThheeyy  believvee tthhee annggeellss and

heeaadd for tthhe IInnn.

JJ st ike a yon  el   see  t  s h  JJuusstt lliike aanyoonee elssee wwhhoo seeeekkss ttoo  tteesstt tthhee
yy wwoorrdd ooff Goodd,, tthheeyy fifinndd iitt ttoo bee ttruee. TThheeyy
 ccoomme too MMaarryy anndd JJoossepph anndd fifinndd JJeessuuss iinn
 tthhee mmaanggeerr.. BBuutt thheey aarree nnoot ssiimmppllyy hheaarerrss
 of thhee wwoorrdd ooff GGod. Thee sshhepphheerrddss ccoome

tt  wwiitth hhaastee,, wwoorshipp JJeessuuss and thheen head oouutt
 ttoo ppubblishh tthhe ggooodd nneewws thatt ttheyy  hhaavvee
 leeaarnneedd and seeeenn.. TThhatt’’ss wwhhaatt we nneeeedd ttoo

k ddoo. DDeclaree thiis glloorry aandd liigght to a daarrkk
ddaay andd ggeenneerraattiioon.

Conncclluussiioonn
rrr TThhiiss birthh aandd revelaattiioonn is goooodd news ffoorr
ffff  mmaannkiinnd. GGood iiss tuurrnninngg tthe ddaarkneessss ooff
 AAddaamm into tthhee lliigghhtt oof Chrisstt. TThhee
 hoopelessnesss aanndd cuurrsse ooff ssiin will be takkeenn

ttt aawway bbyy tthhee bbaby wwhhoo has  bbeeeenn bborn aatt
 Bethhlleehheemm.. WWee ffoolloww himm tthhrroouugghh hhiis life
 aanndd ddeeaatthh aanndd eennd withh  tthhee ddeeffeeaatt ooff the
 ccuurse anndd vicctory oveerr  ddeeath aanndd JJeesus riseess
 uupp ffrrom tthhe graavve. TThhee ssinlleessss saccrriifificcee
 ((wwhhicchh he coulldd oonnllyy bbee  bbyy virtuee ooff hhiiss
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divine sonship - all the sons of Adam were cursed) would bring ‘peace, goodwill toward 
men’ from God himself who’s offense was removed by the Son’s atoning work.

We ought to rejoice at Christmas. Christ came to bring peace and blessing. Let us reflect that 
as we celebrate his person and declare him to an unbelieving world. Let us be light, not 
darkness, or even dullness. 

Here is how Spurgeon called his church to do so: Feast, Christians, feast; you have a right to 
feast. Go to the house of feasting tomorrow, celebrate your Saviour's birth; do not be 
ashamed to be glad; you have a right to be happy. Solomon says, "Go thy way, eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Let thy 
garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment."
"Religion never was designed
To make your pleasures less."
Recollect that your Master ate butter and honey. Go your way, rejoice tomorrow, but in 
your feasting, think of the Man in Bethlehem; let him have a place in your hearts, give him 
the glory, think of the virgin who conceived him, but think most of all of the Man born, the 
Child given. I finish by again saying, - “A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!”

“For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.” Romans 6:23



      
K
i
ds 
Corner

I want to tell you about a boy called Alejandro Rodriguez 
Gutierrez who lives in Guatemala. He is 13 years old.

In Dens Road Church, Dundee, we support a Charity called 
Adopt a Child - Living Water International. They work in places 
where there are many very poor families who don't have 
enough to eat, and don't get education or health care. This 
charity, work in a place called Quiche which is high in the 
mountains of Guatemala where they are able to feed and 
educate children. They look after their health like making sure 
they have proper dental care and when they get sick they help 
them get better. Alejandro is on the Chuchuca (pronounced 
Chew-chew-kaa) sponsorship programme.

All that is good and wonderful but there is one more thing 
they do - they tell the children about our wonderful Saviour 
Jesus, God's son who died for us so that we can be forgiven 
for all the bad things we do - our sins.

The children in our Sunday School write to Alejandro and 
Alejandro writes back. In one of his letters he says "Dear 
Padrinos, I was very happy to hear that I have a Padrinos 
(sponsor) because it means God answered my prayer and I 
thank God for giving you to me". In another letter he says "I 
love going to the feeding programme because I learn many 
things about God. I love my classes and I get to meet a lot of 
my friends".

What about you children? You are so much better off than 
Alejandro. You have food, clothes and you have Daddies and 
Mummies that take you to the dentist and to a Doctor when 

Alejanro Rodriguez



you’re not well. More than that, you too hear about Jesus our 
wonderful Saviour. I wonder do you all say 'thank you' to God. Do 
you love Jesus enough to say to Him "thank you Jesus for all the 
good things you give me every day. Thank you for giving me a bible 
so that I can learn more about you, and more about how you want 
me to love you and to be sorry when I do wrong things."

In the bible there were ten people who were very sick. They had 
leprosy. Jesus made every one of them better. Once they were 
better they all went away and then only one of them came back to 
say 'thank you' to Jesus. You must never be like the nine people who 
did not think it was worth coming back to say 'thank you'. Ask Jesus 
to make you like that one person who came back to say a 'thank 
you'. You can read this story about the ten lepers in Luke 17:11-19.

- By Margot Macaskill



Write down three things you are thankful for:

1. ______________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________



Shorter Catechism

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God? A. The decrees of God 
are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, 

whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained 
whatsoever comes to pass.

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees? A. God executeth 
his decrees in the works of creation and providence.

Joy to the World

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Saviour reigns!
Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.



Puritan
Pages

Richard Baxter is a well known English Puritan. He is best known for his great work, The Saints’ 
Everlasting Rest. This extract is taken from a lesser known work, Dying Thoughts. In the first 
chapter he deals with having a right view of this life in relation to the life to come.

"Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble; he cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not." "And dost thou open thine 
eyes upon such a one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?" 

As a watch when it is wound up, or as a candle newly lighted, so man, newly 
conceived or born, begins a motion which incessantly hastes to its appointed period. And as 
an action, or the time of it, is nothing when it is past, so vain a thing would man be, and so 
vain is life, were it not for the hopes of a more durable life with which this is connected. 

But those hopes and the means for supporting them do not only distinguish a 
believer from an infidel, but a man from a beast. When Solomon describes the difference 
only in respect to time and the things of time, he well observes, that one event happening to 
both, shows that both are vanity. 

And Paul says of Christians, "If in this life only we have hope, we are of all men 
most miserable." Though even in this life, as related to a better, and as we ourselves are 
exercised about things of a higher nature than the concerns of a temporal life, we are far 
happier than the men of the world. I am intending to speak to none but myself, and therefore, 
supposing the meaning of the text to be duly ascertained, shall only observe what is useful to 
my own heart and practice. 

It was a happy state into which grace had brought the apostle, who saw so much 
of what was not only tolerable, but greatly desirable, both in living and dying. "For him to live 
was Christ," that is, to do the work and serve the interest of Christ; for him "to die was gain," 
that is, would be his own interest and reward. His strait was not whether it would be good to 
live, or good to depart, because both were good, but he doubted which of the two was more 
desirable. 

Nor was it his meaning to bring his own interest and Christ's into competition 
with each other. By Christ, or the interest of Christ, he means his serving the churches of 
Christ upon earth. But he knew that Christ had an interest also in his saints above, and could 
raise up more to serve him here. Yet because he was to judge by what appeared, and saw that 
such were much wanted upon earth, this turned the scales in his choice; and therefore, in 
order to serve Christ in the edification of his churches, he was more inclined, by denying 
himself, to have his reward delayed, at this same time well knowing that the delay of his 
reward would tend to its increase. 

Here let me observe, That even in this world, short of death, there is some good 
so much to be regarded, as may justly prevail with believers to prefer it before the present 
hasting of their reward.
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I rather note this, that no temptation 
may carry me into the extreme of taking 
nothing but heaven to be worth minding, and 
so even sinfully cast off the world on pretence 
of mortification and a heavenly life. Not that 
any thing on earth is better than heaven, or is in 
itself to be preferred before heaven. The end, as 
such, is better than the means, and perfection 
better than imperfection. But the present use of 
the means may be sometimes preferred before 
the present possession of the end. And the use 
of the means for a higher end may be preferred 
before the present possession of a lower end. 

Every thing has its season. Planting, 
sowing, and building are not so good as 
reaping, fruit-gathering, and 
dwelling; but in their season 
they must be first done. 

But let me inquire, 
What there is so desirable in 
this present life? The answer is 
obvious, for, 1. "While this 
present life continues, the will 
of God is fulfilled, who will 
have us upon earth for a 
season; and that is best which 
God wills. 2. The life to come 
depends upon this present 
life, as the life of adult age 
depends upon infancy, or the 
reward upon the work, or the 
prize of racers or soldiers 
upon their running or fighting, or the 
merchant's gain upon his voyage. Heaven is 
won or lost on earth; the possession is there, 
but the preparation is here. Christ will judge all 
men in another state, as their works have been 
in this, First, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant;" then, "Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." "I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course," must go before the "crown 
of righteousness which the Lord the righteous 
Judge shall give." All that we ever do for 
salvation must be done here. It was on earth 
that Christ himself wrought the work of our 
redemption, fulfilled all righteousness, became 
our ransom, and paid the price of our salvation; 
and here also must we do our part. 

The bestowing of the reward is 
God's work, who we are sure will never fail. 
Here is no room for the least suspicion of his 

failing in any thing he undertakes; but the 
danger and fear is of our own miscarrying, lest 
we be not found capable of receiving what 
God will certainly give to all that are fit to 
receive. To distrust God is heinous sin and 
folly; but to distrust ourselves is highly 
reasonable. So that if we will make sure of 
heaven, it must be by " giving all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure" upon 
earth. 

If we fear hell, we must fear our 
being prepared for it. And it is great and 
difficult work we have to do upon earth as, for 
instance, to be cured of all damning sin; to be 
born again; to be pardoned and justified by 

faith; to be united to Christ, 
made wise to salvat ion, 
renewed by his Spirit, and 
conformed to his likeness; to 
overcome all the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil; to perform all our duties 
towards God and man; "with 
the heart to believe in Christ 
unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth to make confession 
unto salvation;" also to " suffer 
with Christ that we may reign 
with him, and be faithful unto 
death that we may receive the 
crown of life." Thus on earth 
must we "so run that we may 

obtain." "We must labour to do good to many, 
and therefore we have greater work to do on 
earth than merely securing our own salvation. 
We are entrusted with our Master's talents for 
his service, to do our best in our places, to 
propagate his truth and grace, to edify his 
church, honour his cause, and promote the 
salvation of as many souls as we can. All this is 
to be done on earth, if we would secure the 
end of all in heaven. 

It is then an error, though but few 
are guilty of it, to think that all religion lies in 
minding only the life to come, and in 
disregarding all things in this present life. All 
true Christians must seriously mind both the 
end and the means of attaining it. If they 
believingly mind not the end, they will never 
be faithful in the use of the means; if they be 
not diligent in using the means, they will never 

“…no temptation may 
carry me into the 
extreme of taking 

nothing but heaven to 
be worth minding, and 
so even sinfully cast off 
the world on pretence 
of mortification and a 

heavenly life.”
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obtain the end. Heaven must have our 
highest esteem, and our habitual love, 
desire, and joy; but earth must have more of 
our daily thoughts for present practice. 

A man that travels to the most 
desirable home has a habitual desire to it all 
the way; but his present business is his 
journey, and therefore his horse, inns, and 
company, his roads and his fatigues, may 
employ more of his thoughts and talk and 
action than his home. I have often wondered 
to find David in the Psalms, and other saints 
before the coming of Christ, express so great 
a sense of the things of this present life, and 
say so little of another; making so much 
account of prosperity, dominion, and 
victories on the one hand, and of 
persecution and the success of enemies on 
the other hand. But I consider that it was not 
for mere personal and carnal interests, but 
for the church of God, and for his honour, 
word, and worship; for they knew, if things 
go well with us on earth, they will be sure to 
go well in heaven; if the militant church 
prosper in holiness, there is no doubt but it 
will triumph in glory. 

Satan does much of his damning 
work by men, as his instruments; so that if 
we escape their temptations, we escape 
much of our danger. When idolaters 
prospered, Israel was tempted to idolatry. 
Most follow the powerful and prosperous 
side. And therefore, for the glory of God and 
for our own everlasting salvation, we must, 
while upon earth, greatly regard our own, 
and much more the church's welfare. 
Indeed, if earth be desired only for earth, 
and prosperity be loved only to gratify the 
flesh, it is the certain mark of damning 
carnality and an earthly mind. 

Bu t t o de s i r e peace and 
prosperity for the sake of souls, the increase 
of the church, and the honor of God, that 
"his name may be hallowed, his kingdom 
come, and his will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven," accords with the highest and 
most sacred discharge of duty. 

“And now, my soul, be not 
unthankful for the mercies of this present 
life.” This body is so nearly united to thee, 
that it must needs be a great help or 
hinderance. Had it been more afflicted, it 

might have been a discouraging clog, like a 
tired horse in a journey, or an ill tool to a 
workman, or an untuned instrument in 
music. A sick or a bad servant in a house is a 
great trouble, and much more a bad wife; but 
thy body is nearer to thee than either of these 
could be, and will be more of thy concern. 
Yet if it had been more strong and healthful, 
sense and appetite would have been strong; 
and the stronger thy lusts, the greater would 
have been thy danger, and much more 
difficult thy victory and salvation. Even weak 
senses and temptations have too often 
prevailed. How knowest thou then what 
stronger might have done?

When I see a thirsty man in a 
fever, or dropsy, and especially when I see 
strong and healthful youth bred up in fulness 
and among temptations, how they are mad in 
sin, violently carried to it, bearing down the 
rebukes of God and conscience, parents and 
friends, and all regard to their own salvation, 
this tells me how great a mercy I had even in 
a body not liable to their case. Also many a 
bodily deliverance has been of great use to 
my soul, renewing my time and opportunity 
and strength for service, and bringing 
frequent and fresh reports of the love of God. 
If bodily mercies were not of great use to the 
soul, Christ would not so much have showed 
his saving love as he did, by healing all 
manner of diseases. Nor would God promise 
us a resurrection of the body, if a suitable 
body did not promote the welfare of the soul.



Come Here, I’ll Tell… is our Testimony feature (Ps 66:16). We’re doing 
things a little different this issue. God is at work in the world, despite how 

low things seem in our context. Colin MacPherson shares some of the work 
he is involved in globally.

With the wonders of communications technology and modern travel options, it is perfectly 
possible to live in the Black Isle and yet be part of Langham’s global partnership.  Langham is 
dedicated to equipping a new generation of Bible preachers and teachers.  It was founded 
originally by the late John Stott who’s vision was to raise the standard of biblical preaching so that 
the growing church may grow in depth as well as size.

Within the wider ministry of Langham, my part is to encourage and help fledgling evangelical 
publishing ministries in countries where the needs for good Christian literature are greatest.  Let 
me give some background:
The last forty years have seen a dramatic shift in the global church. Today, more than 70% of all 
believers reside in the global south and east—across Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East. The church in these and other regions continues to grow at a rapid pace, even in the midst 
of grinding poverty and persecution. 

Every day, it is estimated 174,000 people start their new lives in Christ.
Every week, thousands of churches are planted in hopes to be salt and light in their communities.

Come Here, I’ll Tell…

Dr Colin MacPherson is a native 
of Sutherland and resident of the 
Black Isle. From there he works 
for the Langham Patnership, an 
international organisation 
training pastors around the 
world.
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This astonishing progress has created a 
problem—a growing gap in biblical resources 
and leadership—that leaves bel ievers 
vulnerable. Not adequately equipped with 
God’s Word, brothers and sisters in Christ are 
increasingly:

• vulnerable to false teaching,
• mired in harmful be l ie f s and 

practices, and 
• struggling to be salt and light in their 

communities

Langham exists today to listen and respond to 
the cries for help from our brothers and sisters 
around the world. As we listen, we hear global 
church leaders cry out “Help us to understand 
God’s Word in OUR CONTEXT.”

There are very few (very often none) biblical 
materials to equip pastors, leaders and local 
believers to grow in Christ.  In the absence of 
solid materials preachers often seek inspiration 
from prevailing philosophies, or satellite 
broadcasts of the latest health and wealth 
teachings, or some syncretistic mix of 
traditional beliefs and what they know of the 
Christianity, which is ultimately not truth at all.  
Langham Literature provides tools for the task 
of biblical preaching by providing pastors, 
scholars and seminary l ibrar ies wi th 
evangelical books and resources.  Langham 
fosters the creation of culturally relevant books 
by indigenous writers and publishers in their 
own language.

Help train OUR LEADERS to reach our nations.
There are not enough biblically trained leaders 
to equip pastors and future leaders, start vital 
new ministries and help shape nations for 
Christ. Langham Scholars trains pastors and 
ministry leaders by identifying believers who 
are academically able and recommended by 
their churches as committed to godly and 

evangelical faith and life.  Scholars are 
enabled to gain their doctorate (PhD) in 
Biblical and theological studies.  These 
scholars then return to their home countries to 
teach and train future pastors in seminaries.  
Many of them exercise significant influence 
also through their writing and wider 
leadership in the church.

Help equip OUR PASTORS so we can grow in 
Christ. As many as 85% of pastors have no 
formal training to preach the Bible and lead 
their churches to grow in depth as well as 
numbers.  Lack of training can lead to many 
styles of preaching which are not Bible 
focused or God honouring.  Yet for reasons of 
literacy, poverty or access to good materials, 
their congregations are completely dependent 
for their spiritual feeding upon what they hear 
on a Sunday morning.  Langham Preaching 
trains pastors to preach the Word of God.  
Langham partners with national leaders to 
nurture indigenous biblical preaching 
movements all around the world, equipping 
pastors and lay preachers to teach the Bible 
with faithfulness to the text, relevance to their 
own context, and with clarity and boldness. 

SUPPORTING INDIGENOUS PUBLISHERS
Although only a small part of the wider 
Langham ministry, it is vitally important to 
empower local publishers to meet local needs.  
Mature local believers usually have the best 
understanding of the issues, needs and gaps in 
the national church and wider society.  They 
are best placed to find and nurture national 
writers who can write into the local context.  
Also, they will hopefully be around to 
continue meeting these needs long after the 
missionary input has ceased.  What we are 
trying to recreate in each country is a local 
version of an IVP or Christian Focus, owned 
and lead by visionary national believers who 
are listening to the needs of those around 
them. 

In the same way as it is better to teach a man 
to fish than to simply give him a fish, Langham 
Literature had found that it is better to 
empower believers to write and publish, than 
to rely on what can be sent.  We have also 
seen that when you can get a good 
commentary or resource book into the hands 
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of a pastor in his own language, then he WILL 
be inspired by it and he WILL pass on the truth 
to his congregation.  

Langham Literature provides training, 
mentoring, consultancy and seed capital to 
publishers, and supports writers to take time 
out to write. When you equip God’s people 
with God’s Word, the impact often takes on a 
life of its own, reverberating into all of society.

Some voices from around the world:
“What has produced such a growth in the 
church? Without any doubts, it has been the 
preaching of the Word. When the people of 
this church meet with God’s Word, their lives 
are transformed.” Langham-trained pastor, 
Fernando Fernandez, describing how his 
church grew from 18 to 200 members

“Thank you very much for helping us to 
produce books which are hardly available in 
Nepal. . . [they] will be great blessings for our 
mission training center as resources for pastors 
and leaders.” Ram Prasad Shrestha, National 
Mission Commission, Nepal. Ram is executive 
o fficer o f Nepal ’ s Nat iona l Miss ion 
Commission, a small school training local 
pastors to study, understand and share God’s 
Word.

“The pastor’s preaching has helped me to be a 
woman who trusts in God, to be obedient... to 
leave evil and walk in the ways of the 
Lord...now I am praising God and serving 
God, evangelizing and inviting others (to 
church).” - Purity from Runyenjes, Kenya

ABOUT OUR FOUNDER
Langham Partnership began informally, with 
John Stott never intending to start an 
organization. Instead, he sparked a movement 
lauded throughout the world as an essential 
strategy to extend the Gospel in a sustainable 
way through local leaders.

His personal and prayerful decision to 
irrevocably renounce all of the income from 
his books and speaking honoraria provided 
the seed capital to launch and grow the 
ministry. Others around the world joined in, 
responding to what John Stott had heard 
majority world leaders ask for: resources to 
draw people to Scripture and therefore a 
deeper maturity in Christ.

John Stott’s friends in the majority world 
attribute a rare and beautiful quality to him. In 
their words, “He listened to what we 
requested.” The movement around the world 
continues to expand today, informed by
 a listening ear to the 
cries of the global 
church.

“We must be global 
Chr is t ians wi th a 
global vision because 
O U R G O D I S A 

GLOBAL GOD.” - 
John Stott, Langham 
Partnership founder 
(1912-2011).



BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD

r AS THE END OF another year approaches our
pp post-modern materialistic society is caught up
dddd  in the ffrenzzyy of consumerism that is called
eee Christmas. It is perhaps an appropriate time
r for us to be still and to reflect on the wonder

of the Incarnation. 

ee Two baby boys, born six months apart, whose
ss anticipated births were a surprise to both sets
ss of parents, were a fulfilment of prophecies
tt given for generations. The voice of a prophet

dd had not been heard for over four hundred
ee years, and perhaps many had forgotten the
ee promise and no longer looked for the
ff Messiah. But God’s time had come and onee of

dddd these boys, John the Baptist, is mentioned
eee specifically in prophecy in the last book of the
ee Old Testament, in Malachii chapter 3, where
d he is referred to as “My messenger”. He could
nn be regarded as an Old TTesstament prophet in

the New Testament. 

t Some consider him to be one of the most
;; important people in the New Testament;
yyyy where his name is mentioned about ninety
ee times. He came to prepare the way for the
tttt One whose birth brought good tidings of great

j  l  ee  joy to all people. John had the great privilege
ttt of introducing Jesus to the nation of Israel, but
gggg he also had the difficult task of preparing
ffff them to receive the Messiah. In chapters 3 of

dddd both Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels we readd
ooo about John’s mission, urging his hearers to
nn repent of their sins - and the great focus is on
rr genuine repentance, not merely regret or
tt remorse - and charging them to prove that
dd their repentance was real, by being baptised

and living hooly lives. 

 People froom alll walks of life were drawn to
 hear John prreacch, including “publicans and
 sinners” whoo caame in sincere humility. He
 had a probleem,, howeevveerr,, with the religious
 lleaders of hiss daay, whhoo  rreeffuusseedd tto repent and
 thhought thatt thhey wweerree ggoooodd eeennoouugghh to

f pplease God. WWe too caan bbee inn ddaannggeer of
 thinking that beecause we attteenndd cchhuurrcchh and
 are morally uppright, we do nnoott nneeeedd to
 repent and seekk the Saviour. John used very
f strong languagee calling them a “brood of
 vipers” - aa termm which Jesus Himself would
 also use. Likke Issrael, our nation has sinned
 against God,, and needs to hear a strong
f voice from tthe church of the necessity of

rrreepppentance and returning to God. 

JJJ ’  g at m age must be proclaimed: Johhnn’s greeat meessage must be proclaimed:
 “Beholdd!! TThee Lambb ooff God who takes away
 the sin of thhe wwwwooorld!” TThhee Saviour had to
 become the saccrificee. IIIItttt iis thougghhtt that John
 wwas preachiingg around tttthhhheeee time ooff tthe
 PPPassover annd so the people wwwweeeerre very
 fffaamiliar withh thhe sacrificial lamb. BBuutttt tttthhhhiis
 wwas somethiingg else: the spotless, sinless,

LLLamb of Godd, wwho would be a once-and-for-
 all sacrifice too  take away the sin of the
 world. John thee Baptist aallsso teaches us a
 lesson in huumiility, frankneessss aannd honesty.

f His honest annd open answeerr, whenn aasked if
 he was the OOnnee they weree waiting ffor, the
 ppromised MMesssiah, was: ““I am nnoot the
 CChhrist”. A ppreaacher once ccaalled Joohhn the

t Baptist “Mr Noobody” - he mmaaddee nnoo great
 claims for hiimsseelf, yet Jesus saidd tthheerre was
 no-one greateer tthhan him. John had notthhing to
 say about hiimsseelf, because he was sent to
/tell about Jeesuuss, the One whose sandals/

From The 

Archives
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shoes he felt unworthy to untie. John was the 
messenger, called to prepare the way for the 
coming of the Messiah. As another said “I am 
just a nobody telling everybody about 
somebody who can save anybody”. We, too, 
must not exalt ourselves but point our needy 
family, friends and neighbours to the exalted 
Saviour. And that is how Andrew, one of the 
first disciples, went to tell his brother, Simon 
Peter, this great news: “We have found the 
Messiah, the Christ,” and brought his brother 

to Jesus, the Saviour, the only Saviour. 

We cannot rightly worship the Messiah, the 
babe born in a stable, the Saviour, without 
pondering why it was He came into the 
world - “For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord”. The Saviour brings salvation, a 
salvation about which we read in Acts 4:12 
that it is to be found in “no other”; it is a 
salvation that is unique, in that it is sure, it is 
secure and it will endure. 

The Bible proclaims it as a present tense 
reality in Romans 8: 1: “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus…” and in Hebrews 6:19 “Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul both 
sure and steadfast...” It is sure because the 
Lamb of God, sacrificed on the cross, 
became, through the shedding of His blood, 
the propitiation for the sin of all those who 

trust in Him - by this great sacrifice, the wrath 
of God against sin was appeased; God turned 
away His wrath. This salvation is secure on 
the basis of Jesus’ own words: “And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand”. A 
double assurance of our everlasting and 
enduring security in Christ when we 
unreservedly put our trust in Him!

At this time of year, we give and receive gifts. 
But we are reminded that “the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God 
offers us this great, unique and incomparable 
gift - the Messiah - and through Him and 
from Him we are offered eternal life or 
everlasting life: something that will endure. 
This is a gift that we cannot do without. 

There is a sentiment in Colossians 1:18 
which seems so significant in the attitude of 
John the Baptist - “that in all things he may 
have the pre-eminence” This was the 
messenger’s one desire as he drew attention 
to the Messiah. And should this not be our 
desire as we consider the babe in Bethlehem, 
His life and example, His sacrifice on the 
cross as the Lamb of God, and His 
resurrection? How can we give Him the pre-
eminence? By responding to John’s 
encouragement to repent and believe in Him, 
and to “Behold! The Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!” If we do this for 
the first time as a New Year approaches, this 
will be a time that we will never forget. And 
if we have already looked to Him and trusted 
Him by grace through faith, why not reflect 
again on what He has done, and then praise 
His name all the more? No-one is too young, 
too old, too bad, or too good to seek Him or 
to find Him. May we all listen to the 
messenger and look in faith to the Messiah 
and receive God’s unspeakable gift. Then this 
would surely be a blessed time for us!

By the late Kenneth Maclean
From APC News November/December 2007



Presbytery Highlights
The Presbytery met for ordinary business in Kingsview Christian Centre. The majority of our 
meetings take place here and facilities are ideal four our needs. There is however a fair 
amount of preparation for these meetings and we have been served very well over the years 
by Mr Ken MacDonald the Centre Manager and his wife Kathleen. Ken is due to retire from 
this post and we want to wish him well and the Lord’s blessing. It would be easy for the 
members of Presbytery to take them for granted with everything set up before we arrive with 
care and thoughtfulness. We are so grateful to Kathleen who provides a wonderful lunch. It 
is good to gather together before the business of Presbytery over lunch and to catch up with 
one another.

This Presbytery the work of Rev Ross Macaskill in Wick and Strathy came under review. The 
Presbytery appointed Ross to do outreach work in Wick and to oversee the congregation in 
Strathy. Unfortunately things have not developed as the Presbytery would have hoped and 
the decision was made to draw the work to a close. Please remember the folk in the far 
North and that the gospel would still be blessed to all who have heard it over the years. 

The Training Committee put a series of questions on the Westminster Confession of Faith 
forward to Presbytery that will be used in the examination of ministry candidates. We hope 
that Mr John Davidson will soon have his trials for license where these questions will be 
used. We congratulate John on graduating in September from HTC with an upper second 
class honours degree. Please pray for John and his family as he prepares for his trials and on 
to ministry. 

The Presbytery hope to have an overnight conference/retreat in November. This has been 
done on a number of previous occasions and has proved to be an enjoyable time of 
fellowship and encouragement to the brethren. The venue will be the Macdonald resort in 
Aviemore and it is open to all the elders of the church. We hope most will take the 
opportunity to come and contribute to the discussions. 

The Church Relations Committee was able to report that discussions are still ongoing with 
the Free Church of Scotland about the possibility of union. These discussions are important 
for us in principle but also in a day where the Church in Scotland is struggling and in 
fragmentation. Please pray for the work of the APC and the wider Church in Scotland. 
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APC Kitchen

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart… 

Acts 2:46

Ingredients:
1 onion
1 red pepper
1 handful of mushrooms
1 garlic clove
1 tin chopped tomatoes
3 or 4 smoked mackerel fillets
A pinch of chilli flakes
A pinch of tarragon

Method:
1. Stir-fry chopped onion, diced red pepper, a chopped mushrooms 

and crushed garlic clove for ten minutes till soft.
2. Add one tin of chopped tomatoes and smoked mackerel fillets 
shredded, with a good pinch of chilli flakes and dried tarragon.

3. Heat together thoroughly 
4. serve with boiled rice, broccoli and sweetcorn.

This recipe came from Africa via Margaret McPhail in Oban.

Quick Smoked Mackerel Supper
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Congregational Details

DUNDEE
Rev Donald C Macaskill, BA; 238 

Arbroath Road, Dundee, DD4 7SB;  
Tel: 01382 451798; 

Email: donandmargo@me.com

Dens Road Church; 11 Dens Road 
- Sunday 11am & 6.30pm; Please 
confirm Prayer Meeting by calling 

the manse

EDINBURGH
Rev John Ross, 6 Frogston Grove, 
Edinburgh, EH10 7AG; Tel: 0131 

466 6247; 
Email: jrossapc@googlemail.com

Sunday11.30am and 5pm; Bible 
Study Wed 7.30pm at 47 

Southhouse Broadway, EH17 8AS

FORT WILLIAM
Services held jointly with the Free 

Church, High Street, 11am & 
6.30pm; Wednesday 7.30pm; 

Contact: Donald MacNicol; Tel: 
01397 712405

INVERNESS
Rev Dr John C A Ferguson, MA, 

MDiv; 9 Golf View Terrace, 
Inverness, IV3 8JJ; Tel: 01463 

419027

Kingsview Christian Centre, 
Balnafettack Road; Sundays 

11.30am & 6pm; Wed 7.30pm.
Centre Manager: Ken MacDonald; 

Tel: 01463 716843 Email: 
kenmac.arnish@gmail.com; 

www.sermonaudio.com/kingsview

KINLOCHBERVIE, LAIRG & 
ROGART

Interim Moderator: Rev Ross 
Macaskill, WICK & STRATHY

Kinlochbervie:  Day Care Centre, 
Main Street, 11am; Lairg Church: 

6pm
www.lairgchurch.blogspot.com 

 

LOCHINVER, STOER & 
DRUMBEG

Services held jointly with Free 
Church of Scotland; Lochinver Free 

Church at 3pm; Contacts: Mrs E. 
MacKenzie Tel 01571 855279 or 

Mrs I Macaulay Tel: 01571 855214

OBAN
Rev Archie McPhail, MA, MTh; 
Fernhill, Polvinister Road, Oban 
PA34 5TN; Tel: 01631 567076

Email:obanapc@gmail.com

Campbell Street Church - 11am & 
6.30pm, Wed 7.30pm 

SKYE & HARRIS
Interim Moderator: Rev Dr John C 

A Ferguson, INVERNESS

SKYE: Portree APC Church, Staffin 
Road 12 noon; CofS, Dunvegan 
6.30pm. Contact: Mr Alasdair 
Paterson Tel: 01478 613014

HARRIS: Scarista Church of 
Scotland; 12 noon and 6pm. 

Contact: Mr Finlay Maclennan Tel: 
01859 550252

STORNOWAY
Interim Moderator: Rev Ross 

Macaskill, WICK & STRATHY

72 Keith Street - 11am & 6.30pm, 
Thu 7.30pm

TAIN & FEARN
Rev John van Eyk;  APC Manse, 2 

Cameron Gardens, Tain, IV19 1NT; 
Tel: 01862 892199

Email: jvaneyk@gmail.com

Tain Church, Upper King Street - 
11.30am; Hilton Church 10am, 

Wed 7.30pm. Joint evening 
services, 1st, 3rd, 5th Lord’s Day 
Hilton; 2nd, 4th in Tain at 6pm.

www.sermonaudio.com/
tainfearnapc

WICK & STRATHY
Rev Ross Macaskill, Castleview, 64 
Roxburgh Road,  Wick, KW1 5HP;  

Tel: 01955 928 075
Email: emailjrrm@gmail.com

Wick Church 11am; Strathy 
Church 2pm.

www.wickpresby.weebly.com

VANCOUVER
Rev F Matandika; 4370 Sophia St, 

Vancouver, BC, V5V 3V7; Tel: 
+1-778-318-6167; 

Email: fmatandika@gmail.com

First Service 2pm; Second Service 
6:30pm; Wednesday Bible Study 

7pm

Details of congregational treasurers 
can be obtained on the website or 

by contacting the
GENERAL TREASURER

Mr Laurence R. MacKenzie; 3 
Sunnybank Lane, Greetland, 

Halifax,West Yorkshire HX4 8LN
Tel: 07764 604458; Email: 

laurence.r.mackenzie@btinternet.com

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Rev Ross Macaskill
WICK & STRATHY

EDITOR OF APC NEWS
Rev Gordon Murray

revgordonmurray@gmail.com

APC NEWS TREASURER:
Mr Clark Walls

2A Stratton Road
Inverness
IV2 3XA

telephone: 01463 221597
Email: clark.walls@btinternet.com

Website: 
apchurches.org

Blog: apchurches.blogspot.com

Scottish Charity Number: 
SCO2313



Induction of new Deacons in Inverness
Left to right: Ivor Stewart John Ferguson Ken MacDonald David Fraser


